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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. dalla Chiesa: 

I returned to the United States with 
such happy memories of the warmth 
and ospita ity o Italy, from such 
thoughtful people such as yourself. 
It was so kind of you to think of -
me and to express your welcome in 
such a special way. 

Thank you very much for making my 
brief stay a pleasure. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Romeo dalla Chiesa 
Chairman of the Board 
Banco di Roma 
180, Viale U. Tupini 
00144 Rome, ITALY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. Casarosa: 

Thank you so much for making me feel 
so s pecial at Cas t.§1 Gondolfo. I 
enjoyed the day wi th the children 
and felt such tranquillity and peace 
in the beautiful surroundings. It 
is easy to see why the Community is 
enjoying so much success as the Castel 
promotes renewal. 

I send my thanks as well for the 
award. An fee tmno r..e a:._f b incLud
ed with such recipients as Pope John 
Paul II. It was a moving experience 
r or me~and one I will long remember. 

Please extend my best to all the young 
people who contributed so much to a 
very special day. 

Sincerely, 

0 () lj ut \( ,e_ Cl. C\~lb 

Mr. Giovani Casarosa 
Via Del Monte 
Pascolarf, 2 
Castel Gondolfo 
ITALY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. Corelli: 

Thank you so much for the wonderful 
day at Castel Gondolfo. Your fine 
sense of organization was very evident 
and reflects a dedication that is 
most refreshing. To be a part of 
such a prestigious awards ceremony 
in a most elegant atmosphere made 
the day very special for me. 

The President joins me in sending our 
very best to you for your continued 
success. 

Mr. Juan Corelli 
Via Del Monte 
Pascolarf, 2 
Castel Gondolfo 
ITALY 

Sincerely, 

-----
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Don Picchi: 

One of the highlights of mi recent European 
trip was the visit to Castel Gondolfo. It 
is one of the loveliest settings I

0

have 
ever seen, which was enhanced by the obvious 
sense of love and affection generated by 
the children. You are undoubtedly cherished 
by the young people and quite deservedly, for 
your concern and guidance of the Community 
is masterful. 

I am honored to have the 
prestig ious award that wap p resent d~ring 
my visit. And I send my thanks for being 
included among the many other recipients 
of note. It was a stirring experience. 

Please extend my best wishes to all who 
participated in the program and know that 
I will long remember the day as one of the 
best ever. 

Don Mario Picchi 
Via Del Monte 
Pascolarf, 2 
Castel Gondolfo, 
Italy 

Sincerely, 

u().l.Klt l( £Ci(\,~ll 
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WHITE HOUSE GIFT REGISTER 
(For President/First Lady) 

(1\ 

Please Complete as Thoroughly as Possible 

Send Gift and Register t o : White House Gift Unit, Room 457, OEOB (456-7133) 

31.5~9;{ 
~lt13 .()/ 

Date: 5-15-8 5 

Date Gift Received : 5-3 - 85 Accepted By or Presented to : Mr s . Reagan 
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Q. 

Title : 

Office : 

{ President, O Fi rst Lady: @ President & First Lady : □ 
Other First Fami ly Member(Name): 

~ 

Name of Donor: I t a l ian Solidar i ty Center (Centr:Q ItaJiano a j So J jd a deta) 

Title of Donor: Mr . Mario Picchit Direc t ort Project Man (Proge t to UomQ) 

Address of Donor: P i azza B. Cairoli, 118 

00 186 Rome Country I t a l y 

PRESENTED BY: 

Donor: X Other (Name): 

Address: 

Circumstances of Presentation: (including date; location, and purpose of event) 

Mrs . Reagan's trip to I t aly - May 2- 4, 1985 

Her visit to the San Carlo Community at Castel Gandolfo 

Description of Gift : Bronze s cu l ptu re modeled after ori ainal at: r.::is-t-i==>l ~.::i n r1i--\l f n 

Sculptor of original - Alba Gonzales. Scu lpture denicts 
in a modern key, man' s yearning for hope . ) 
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Coord inate acknowledgment with other office : 

j 
(ie, Hospita l ity, NSC, State) 

~ Name 
Chri s tine Hathaway Tel : 632-0 622 

Office : Protocol - State De:2ar t ment Room No. : 1238 
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His Holines s , J ohn Paul II 
She r e ceived the gift f or 
of preventi on in the fact 

For Gift Unit Use: 
Date received: 

_'Ji!, --. -...., 

and President Pertini, President o f I taly . 
her t i reless promo tion of a challenging program 
of the compl e x iti es of drug de:eendence. 

Through : 

-

Rev. 4/84 



June 21, 1985 

Dear Mr. Picchi: 

It was a special pleasure for me to 
visit San Carlo Community during my trip 
to Italy and I truly appreciate the warm 
hospitality I received on this occasion. 

It was good to see you again and I 
continue to enjoy the lovely needlepoint 
that you presented to me in 1982. Now, 
words fail me to express my sincere thanks 
for the bronze sculpture, modeled after 
the original at Castel Gandolfo, which you 
presented to me in May. To be able to 
help young people in their battle against 
drug abuse is most heartening; and to know 
that I share your tribute with His 
Holiness John Paul II and President 
Pertini means more than I can say. Please 
know that I am deeply grateful to you and 
everyone who had a part in this generous 
award. 

The President joins me in sending you 
and your colleagues our best wishes for 
the future. 

~cerely, 

~ 

Mr. Mario Picchi 
Director, Project Man 
Italian Solidarity Center 
Piazza B. Cairoli, 118 
00186 Rome, Italy 

NR:CMF:JEH:AVH 

DISPATCH THRU STATE. 
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GIFT UNIT 

Date ---------
Letter I ---------
Dear : --------------
Fill-in: 

Special Instructions: 

Enclosure(s)i 

cc! 

Referral: 

Initials: 







00186 roma 

piazza b. cairoli, 118 

tel. 659 .469 

centro 
italiano 
di solidarieta 

Premio Internazionale "Progetto Uomo" 

Nel settenbre 1 984 , a conclusione dell 'VIII Congresso Mondiale delle 

Co ~,un i ta Terapeutiche, celebratosi in Roma, il Centro Italiano di Solidarieta 

inaugurava n e ll3. Comuni ta S. Carlo in Castel Gandolfo una scul tura bronzea 

l mt . 3 di altezza) della scultrice Alba Gonzales, che interpretava in chiave 

moderna l'aneli to de ll'uomo verso la Speranza. 

Le forme, spezz ate e lacerate del monumento sembrano acquietarsi 

ne ll'ldea del cerchio quasi come la proposta di un mondo nel quale, l'uomo, 

fr a speranza e profezia, riscopre l'armonia di tutto il creato. 

Ne l 1 98S , proclamato dall 'Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite come Anno 

In te rndzionale della Gioventu, il Centro Italiano di Solidarieta di Roma ha 

isb tui to il Pr ,3mio Internazionale "Progetto Uomo". 

11 prem i o che ripete in mi sure ridotte la s c ul tura bronzea pasta in 

Comuni ti:\ Terapeutica S. Carlo, vuole di venire j 1 segno concreto di un 

sjgnificativo riconoscimento da attribuirsi a Persone, Organismi o 

Assoc iazi oni c l, e si siano qualificate per l' impegno esemplare e l 'azione 

efficace s vo lta per la promoz jone dell'uomo, per una societa piu giusta, p e r 

una mi glior e qu3.lita de lla vitae, in particolare, per un'autentica azione di 

µ r,•vt, nz ione e riabiliataz ione nei settori della tossicodipendenza e 

de ll'al colismo . 

Il Centro Italiano di Solidaricta ha voluto sottolineare con questo 

l 'assunzj one di 

di ogni 

un impegno concreto che in '=>r,)getto Uomo favorisce il 

condizione di dipendenza, di sofferenza e di suµeramento 

sfruttamento, come segno di _ una trasformazione possibile della societa, per 
cap ire , per amare, per s e rvire e vivere prospettive piu umane con spirito di 

!"'irinovata solidarieta. 

I giovani del Ce.I.S., che piu intensamente vivono il recupero della 

propr ia storia proiettata verso il futuro, hanno voluto che il Premio 

In ternazionale "Progetto Uomo" fosse attribuito a Papa Giovanni Paolo II come 

1' interprete p :. u fedele delle loro aspira-zioni per un mondo migliore; a 

Sandro Pe rtini, Presidente della Repubblica Italiana, per l'esemplare impegno 

" c ostruire un21 societa a dimensione umana; alla Signora Nancy Reagan per 

l ' instancabi l e promozione di un impegnativo programma di prevenzione di 

fr onte a ll a comp les sita del fenomeno della tossicudipendenza. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. Miglio: 

Thank you so much for your ~arm 
welcome to Italy. With such 
hospitality it would have been 
impossible to have anything but 
a lovely visit to your country. 

Indeed I do remember meeting you 
and Mrs. Girombelli. It was such 
a specia l occasion for a very 
special person. 

The President joins me in wishing 
you and yours the best. And my 
thanks, again, for your thoughtful
ness. 

Sincerely, 

u (j. l.k 4 12 €,(:\ ~ (l(J 

Mr. Nando Miglio s.r.l. 
20135 Milano 
Viale Sabotino 19/2 
Rome, ITALY 
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MRS NANCY REAGAN 

N ando Miglio s.r.1. 
20135 milano · viale sabotino 19/2 

telefoni 5456946-7-8-9 

C/o Embassy of United States 
of AMERICA 
Via vittorio Veneto, 119 
00187 ROME 

Dear Madam 

I am very pleased to learn that you will be visiting 
Rome in the month of May. 

As you may remember, Mrs Donatella Girombelli, Presi
dent of the Genny company and myself had the occasion 
to meet you during the unforgettable Princess Grace 
inaugural weekend at the White House in Washington 
last February. 

I would like to take this opportunity to bid you wel
come and wish you a very pleasant stay in rome. 

With the occasion, I extend my most sincere regards. 

Your respectfully 

ISCR TRIB. Ml. 1887767 - C.F. - p_ IVA 0450115015'.7ISCR CCIA 1018583 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. Dermolino: 

Thank you so much for your share in_ 
making my visit to Castel Gondolfo 
such a memorable occasion. Your ~ 
warmth and hospitality made me feel 
very special and I will remember 
with fondness the beauty of the day. 

Please give my greetings to your 
associates and my thanks for their 
participation. 

Mr. Tony Dermolino 
Via Del Monte 
Pascolarf, 2 
Castel Gondolfo 
ITALY 

Sincerely, 
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MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1985 

JACK SVA~ 

CARLTO~RNER 

Paper by Dr. Gabriel Nahas 

Attached, for your information, is a paper 
by Dr. Gabriel Nahas, a long-time 
acquaintence of mine. Dr. Nahas makes a 
good point about Bitburg . 

Also, while in Louisville, Kentucky last 
week, people there praised the President 
for lS c ~uE agea nd consistenc. 

Sometimes , the inner-loop of the Beltway 
clouds our thinking. 
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40 YEARS LATER ()? MAY 1085 

On that rainy August morning of 1944, my battalion was engaged in 

a mopping up operation in the "Monts de Vannes" forest of Eastern France. 

The retreating · Germans were holding the ridges·of these forest covered hills, 

and were holding up our armor. At dawn, after an intense artillery barrage, 

our soldiers had advanced cautiously under the cover of the ·sapllngs and 

ironwoods, amidst sniper fire and exploding anti-personnel mines. As the 

battalion medic I had kept dressing shattered limbs and giving first aid 

to the wounded before they were'carried to ·the ambulance. 

By midday our soldiers had fought their way uphill and were close 

to the top. I could see them crossing a large clearing. Suddenly the clatter 

of a machine gun resounded and I 'threw myself ' to the ground under the rain 

of metal wh·ich was bouncing off the trees. Si Jenee fol lowed. Peeking 

cautiously, I saw several men lying motionless in the clearing. One was 

cryin~ for help~ Two of his buddies, arms raised over their heads advanced 

towards their wo.unded comrade. They . we re about _ to reach h Im when the machine 

gun rattled again briefly and t ,wo more bodies flopped to the ground. Gasps 

of anger resounded in the underwood and once again I joined·my voice in 

cursing our enemies-. I could see him 60 feet·away, lying next to his two 

dead comrades, and I heard him crying out. 

"Mama. Mama. 11 

I clutched a stretcher and signal led to one of the medics. 

"Let's go! 11 

We 1 eft the cover of the trees and c 1 i mbed up the s 1 i ppe ry grassy 

slope. The large red cross painted on our helmets was · our only protection. 

We · had now reached the wounded man who was lying agai.nst a tree stump. 

was about to kneel next to him, when I saw crouching in a well camouflaged 

foxhole ten feet away, a German soldier pointing a machine gun at me. We 

made eye contact and I sent him the message 'Don't shoot'. I then gave a shot 

of morphine to the wounded man whom we tied on the stretcher and then hauled slowly 



dOMn the hi 11. As soon as we had reached the cover of the trees eager hands 

took the · rel~y and carried their comrade to the ambulance. 

11We11 done Doc?•t• Said the Lieutenant. 11 But didn't you see any 'Boche' 

while you · were out there? 11 

"The re was one crouching over a machine gun. 11 

11 And where was he? 11 

11About ten feet above and to the 1 eft of where we made the pickup. 11 

"Doc!" A soldier interrupted .; 11 Come along! Some fellow just blew 

up on a mine !11 

Awhile later· two violent explosions broke the sl lence. 

"They must · ~ave gotten the 'Boche' • 11 Exclaimed a SergeanL 

In the clearing the man who had thrown the grenades was waving out to the 

soldiers who started moving slowly forward again. 

I followed the last ones" As I passed the spot where we had picked 

up the wounded, . I glanced at the foxhole and s·aw the body of·the German 

soldier slumped over his machine gun. 

"That guy won't kill no more!" Muttered a stretcher bearer. 

I knew- that a man had been killed because he had spared my life. 

At the time, in the heat of combat, my instinct · for survival was so strong 

t could not experience guilt or compassion for him. , 

But today, 40 years later, if I knew where that · unknown soldier 

was resting, I would like to visit his grave. Even if it was in Bltburg. 

Gabriel G. Nahas 



lur pro1it~on au Mini1tre 4e la Guerr•• le Pr41(dent du GouTer
ne■ent pr0Ti1oire 4• la a,publique franoai ■ e, ehet 4e• Ar•'•• cite 1 

A t•oa»•B »B L'ARMIB 

1,gulari1ation 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
•AB AS Gabriel - M,decin Lieutenant au~ a6giment de Dragon■• 

•Jeune M4decin Lieutenant dont le courage et l'abn,gation 1ont 
deTenu1 1,gendaire• au Regiment. Toujour• en pre■ilre ligne, a reu••i le 

· ·) aiee ■bre 1944 deTant le Col de la SCHUVCHT, 1 1 4Y&cuation_ rapide d'un 
fran4 bl•••' dan• de1 condition■ extrl■e ■ent 4itficil••• brancardant lui
mlme de nuit dan• la neige, dans un terrain mini et tr,1 abrupt releTant 
•an ■ ce••e le ■oral des ho■■•• qui l 1 accompagnaient handicape lui-mlme 
par une entor•• du pied 4roit•. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Ces citations comportent !'attribution 4e la Croix de Guerre 
&Tee pal••• 

J.o. noTembre 1945 

PARIS, le 29 octobre 1945 
Cip4 I 4e GAULLE 

D .B C I B T 

Portant no■inaiio~ dans la Llgion d'Honneur 
AU GRADE DE CHEVALIER 

NAHAS Georges - Medecin Lieutenant de ■ Bx-Porces PranQaise de l'Int,
rieur de la 17• R'gion. 

"Sujet de Taleur, resistant de la pre■ t,re heure, a interrompu 
tout• actiTit, protessionnelle, pour•• eon1acrer au serTice du pay1 •. Sou• 
l'occupation allemande a organi1i le passage en pays neutre de plusieurs 
centaines d'officiers, sous-officiers ou soldats anglais, americains, hol
landai1, dont 2 ofticier• gen~raux, conToyant lui-mftme plusieur• d'entr•eux 
de Suiase en Bspagne. Rattache en•uite au eerTice de aant, regional de la 
a, ■ istance, a largement contribue a l'organi1ation sanitaire de la region 
et a participe brillamment aux combats de la liberation. A fait preuTe dans 
toutes ees missions du plua haut e1prit de ■ acritice et de patrioti ■ me, te
moignant d'un mepri• absolu du danger• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ .••..............• 

Ce~ promotion• et nomination• comportant l'attribution de la 
• Croix de Guerre &Tee palme; 

PARIS, le 2 DOTembre 19~5 
Signe I de GAULLE 

------------J.O. du 22 juin 1946 DECISION N• 1359 
Sur proposition du Hiniatre de la Guerre, le Pr, ■ ident du Geuver

nement proTiaoire de la Republique Pran~aiae Chet des Arm,es, cite 1 

A L'ORDRE DE L1 ARMEB 
••...... . • .•.•..••....•........•...•...•...••..•••..••••••...••..•..........• 

~ NAHAS Gabriel - M,decin Lieutenant de• Ex-Porces PranQaises de l'Inte
rieur du 12• Regiment de Dragons - de Reconnaisaance. 

"M4decin Lieutenant du plus grand courage, qui, lora des engage
ments de• boi• du Mont de Vannes (Baute Saone) le• 25, 26 et 27 a~ftt 1944. 
A fait preuve de la plus co■pl~te abn4gation en ra■assant et aoignant lee 
blesals dans l•• poates les plu• aTanc, ■, malgr, le teu intense des armes 
automatiquea ennemi••• A aauT4 en cette oeca1ion de nombreu•e• vies bumaines" 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Ces citations comportent !'attribution d• la Croix de Guerre &Tee 

PARIS le 26 DOTe ■bre 194, • 8ign4 4t GAULLI. 
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May 9 , 1985 

Dear Mr . Young: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate 
a bronze plaque in honor of the friendship 
between the United S~ates and West Germany 
recently ~e to my attention by way of 
Senatru:. O~rinkBatch . This is just a note 
to say that your thoughts are certainly 
appreciated . 

Best regards, 

'25 

Sincerely, 

Patrick J. Buchanan 
Assistant to the President 

Mr . David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Midvale, Utah 84047 

j.: CV:nlm- ~ e rnory - 1 0 

C. Vedlik, Room 93 
~~ - - -
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May 9, l!ff;35 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Firmage: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate 
a bronze plaque in honor of the friendship 
between the United States and West Germany 
recently came to my attention by way of 
Senator Orrin Hatch. Tbis is just a note 
to say that your thoughts are certainly 
appreciated .. 

Best regards1 

Sincerely'" 

Patrick J. Buchanan 
Assistant to the President 

f 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Firmage 
2171 Arbor Lane 
Sat Lake City, Utah 84124 

:CV:nlm-memory - 10 

: C. Vedlik, Room 93 



May 9 1 1985 

Dear Bishop Olscbewski: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate 
a bronze plaque in honor of the friendship 
between the United States and West Germany 
recently came to my attention by way of 
Senator Orrin Batch. This is just a note 
to say that your thoughts are certainly 
appreciated. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Patrick J. Buchanan 
Assiotant to the President 

Hishop Olschewski 
c/o Mr. David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Mid ale, Utah 84047 

10 

93 



Drafter: CV 
Date: May 6, 1985 

Dear Mr. Young: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plaque in honor of the 

friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my 

attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch. This is just a note to say that your 

thoughts are certainly appreciated. 

Best regards. 

Mr. David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Midvale, UT 84047 

c..c. to--

Sincerely, 



Drafter: CV 

Date: May 6, 1985 

Dear Mr . and Mrs . Firmage: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plaque in honor of the 

friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my 

attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch . This is just a note to say that your 

thoughts are certainly appreciated . 

Best regards . 

Mr . and Mrs. Edwin Firmage 
2171 Arbor Lane 
Salt Lake City , UT 84124 

Sincerely , 



Drafter: CV 

Date: May 6, 1985 

Dear Bishop Olschewski: 

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plaque in honor of the 

friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my 

attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch. This is just a note to say that 

your thoughts are certainly appreciated . 

Best regards. 

Bishop Olschewski 
c/o David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Midvale, UT 84047 

Sincerely, 



~d 

MEMORANDUM 

Pat, here are the names and addresses 
of the Utahns who give this suggestion: 

Mr. David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Midvale, Utah 84047 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin and Gloria Firmage 
2171 Arbor Lane 
Salt Lake City, UT 84124 

Bishop 0lschewski 
c/o David Young 
199 East 6850 South 
Midvale, Utah 84047 



Ot!RIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

135 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

TELEPHONE: (202) 224-5251 

tlnittd ~tatts ~matt 

COMMITTEES: 

(CHAIRMAN) 

LABOR AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES 

JUDICIARY 

INTELLIGENCE 

BUDGET 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 30, 1985 
OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY 

ASSESSMENT 

The Honorable Patrick J. Buchanan 
Director of Communications 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Pat: 

In remembrance of the friendship between America and 
Germany and with the President's announced trip to Germany, 
a number of constituents from Utah--David Young, Gloria and 
Ed Firmage and Bishop Olschewski--have asked that I pass 
along their suggestion. 

They have shared the following idea with me: that 
the President present and dedicate a bronze plaque in honor 
of the friendship between American and Germany. This would 
be a rectangular bronze plaque placed upon a stainless steel 
post with the following message with English on one side and 
German on the other: 

FRIENDSHIP FOR U.S.A AND G.F.R. 

AMERICA HONORS ALL PAST AND LIVING GREAT GERMAN STATESMEN, 

SCIENTISTS, MUSICIANS, AND ARTISTS WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO 

HUMAN PROGRESS AND TO THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD. 

AMERICA ALSO HONORS THE BRAVE YOUNG MEN WHO PERISHED IN 

DEFENSE OF THEIR FATHERLAND BUT WHO DID NOT IN ANY WAY 

PARTICIPATE IN THE HOLOCAUST. 

We certainly appreciate the time you have taken from 
your busy schedule to view this, and we are grateful for all 
the President continues to do for our great country and for 
peace throughout the world. 

( , ,, Sincerely, 

~n~ 
United States Senator 
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Frank A. Madsen 

Miklos Radvanyi 

Senior Specialist European Law 

Division, CRS, Library of Congress 

April 29, 1985 

President's Visit to Bitburg Cemetery 

In reference ~o our b~ief conv0rsation, I take the 

liberty to submit to you my thoughts concerning the controversy 

surrounding President Reagan's visit to the Bitburg Cemetery in 

Germany. As has happened so many times before, the public 

debate on a major issue has been misformulated by a media that 

never seems to be able to take a longer view of events and has 

been monopolized by a minority whose interests do not 

necessarily coincide with the larger intere~ts of the nation. 

The real issue is not whether the President would offend the 

memory of the innocent victims of "Nazi Terror" by visiting a 

cemetery in which some members of the former Waffen SS are also 

buried, but whether the United States, as a nationf through its 

highest elected official and representative, the President of 

the U.S., can display the magnanimity that has become the 

hallmark of that great American nation throughout its history. 

This nation that comprises so many ethnic and religious 



groups was created over 200 years ago to bring about the 

greatest fulfillment of man as a child of God, namely, human 

happiness in freedom. From out of this magnificent objective 

has grown the American individual and later the American nation, 

both of which have been the envy of the rest of the world. 

Until very recently Americans were known for their openness, 

love, and readiness to help those in need of spiritual and/or 

material support. To Europe we brought the Marshall Plan to 

rebuild a destroyed continent instead of seeking revenge for the 

pain and suffering that was inflicted upon us by Hitler's regime 

and its allies. In other words, we took a positive and 

constructive approach by stretching out caring hands to our 

enemies of yesterday. We did so because that is what the 

American dream is all about. That is what the American image 

is all about, and that is what the great majority of the 

American people are all about. 

Regrettably, since our involvement in Vietman, many have 

lost sight of the nation's objective as well as its image 

abroad. In the last 20 yea~s the United States of America has 

presented itself to the world as a confused and divided nation 

in search of a new goal and a new identity. Not until the 

election of President Reagan has thi~ apparent uncertainty 

started to diminish. I personally th ~nk that he greatest 

historic achievement of the President is that he restored the 

confidence of people both at ' home and abroad in the well known 

image of the U.S. To let this accomplishment be questioned or 



even eroded by this controversy would be an unforgivable error 

on the part of the Administration. Instead of enveloping itself 

in silent uncertainty and trying to please everybody, I think 

that the President should take a bold and farsighted approach to 

the issue at stake. 

The Federal Republic of Germany owes its freedom, 

independence, and wealth to our magnanimity. The German people 

know that, and they lppreciate everything we hQ~~ done for them. 

They are not only our allies but they are also expected to 

prevail in the forefront of European political and military 

division. They suffer from~ seemingly permanent and 

irreversible division of their nation and from the historic 

errors that they feel were made by other generations. !heir 

fervent desire is to be treated equally in this alliance of the 

western democracies. They do not want to forget, but they also 

do not want to be accused of crimes they feel . they did not 

commit. To maintain the affection of this and future 

generations is not only in our national int~rest but also in the 

interest of freedom loving people throughout the world. 

The u.s. must recognize that its responsibility goes beyond 

representing the eternal sufferings of one people. This 

responsibility is global and cannot be abdicated with impunity. 

The price of disregarding the American nation's long term 

interests will be very severe indeed. It will only play in the 

hands of the u.s.s.R. that under new leadership will certainly 



be tempted to give another try to the cherished Soviet objective 

of splitting up the Western Alliance. 

The seeds of great successes are often hidden in the greatest 

tribulations. The President is obviously not in an enjoyable 

position. Yet with a skilled speech he can turn the tables on 

his critics and then render a great historic service to his 

country and the rest of the world. Therefore , I rrc9ose a short 

speech along the lines of Lincoln's two great speeches, namely 

the Gettysburg Address and his Second Inaugural Address. The 

leitmotiv of the speech should center around the ideas of 

healing the wounds, ~orgivene~s (with malice t=w~rd none, with 

charity toward all). Without trying to impose myself, I would 

be happy to assist in this in any way my limited abilit~es will 

permit. 
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t:':',,-, Regina H. Schnetzer 
-' 5986 Ranlyn Avenue 

- Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 
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4-19-85 

Dear Mr. President Reagan! 

Today I read an article in the Cincinnati Enquirer -

Friday, April 19, 1985 "Reagan: ss Men Nazi Victims, Too." 

I am so grateful, as a German born and naturalized 

American citizen that you can see the terrible tragedy of 

the many young men who became "SS Men" at the end of WWII . 

My parents did not know my brother was to be "SS, II 

did he, when he was drafted, at the age of 16. 

I hope we never forget how unfair a war lS to its 

citizens and I hope you will .be able and continue to let 

your heart speak. 

A grateful Republican and supporter of the Reagan 

Administration. 

5986 Ranlyn Avenue 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 

Sincerely, 

Regina H. Schnetzer 

nor 
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April 29, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
Presid e nt of the United States of l1.rnerica 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

You have ma de the difficult decision to visit the cemetary in Bitburg and the 
concentration ca mp in Bergen - Belson. 

Although they have occasioned controversy a n d h ave elicited under s t a nd a ble 
emotion, these decisions are neverthel e ss auth entic, ap propri a te an d pos sibly 
even rede mptive as well at this moment in history. 

At Be r gen- Be lson you .:md all the ,.,,orld with you_ ,,· i.11 rcr ·c f'!bt:' r those t h i. ng s 
that dare not be forgot ten a mong us. You wi 11 honor t ho s e ,.,ho ,,,e re sacrificed 
to the false gods of nation and race, blood a nd soil. You will say t hat e ven 
as we h onor these slain we vow never to for get the mali gned me ntality which 
forged the sinister structures of power which claimed t hem. You will s a y to 
every person of Jewish blood throughout the ,varld, "Never r\ga in." 

At Bitburg there is a different message. You have never once inti ~a ted_ th a t 
you take this journey to honor the deeds of those who lie bt1ried t here. Ra ther 
y ou st a nd at Bitburg to say--by your very presence--to the peo ple of Ge r n:iny, 
Areerica and tl1e world, that the demonic forc e s of this t e rrible pjs t do not 
hold the only key to the oeaning of our historical pil g r i~age. They do not 
ha ve the pov:e r to hold us for ever in the bonda ge of fe ar cin e! ,1 li. en2 ti on. T;'. e y 
ore not strong e noi.Jgh to have the final word for the fu ture o f our chil ,lrc'. n 
a nd our children's children. 

Sh ould you choose, Hr. Pr es i dent, in the face of c on sirL,r .:: h l c prC'!",-,ure , to 
~v oi.d the j 9u rn c y to Bitb urg, Dany people in our coun tr y 1: ill o f c ~ ~ ~ ~e ~e 
p l eas ed, .:1 t l east initially. But a t tl1e s arr. e t ime s uch cict i ,.rn 1.- ill ,rn ly s<: r ve 
to re info rce the f a talistic view of s 02 e th a t t l1er e ex i s ts no r~~e r in Cod's 
'.•.·o rld to r ed e em the past, that 1,e 2re left on ly with h3ur. ti nr, n,r,c,;·y , guilt, 
z,n d for t he yot1ng of Ge r:-. :::. n y espec i a lly, the c on ti nui ng h ,r,~,--n of sp iri t ua l 
n:: j 2cti,,n by th e 1:o rl d co~:-.,1111 i.ty. 

J 



Pre s ident Rona ld ~eaga n 
April 29, 198 5 - page 2 

.. r. Frc·2i,'. c,n t, )··:> 1Jr :·,i.sL(, ri •::: jc. :· , <.:c j t ,.J ::.~,..-:,:-:.y i s par tly to r e menb er, but . 
2 lso rartl y to r,:2'2:c:;; . I n n:. r, i.~r:ib c rc:nce )L1u boao r th e mill ior: s of victins of 
t h e Ho l ocE.u st an d 1for ld h'a r I I. I n r e d er;:,ti.o n yo u tes tify be for e those wh om we 
ca ll e d " e nemy" 2n d before a ll the ,,or l d tha t e':en a pa s t fill e d with so mu ch 
h a tre d, a li enati o n and un s peakabl e inhumanity is s till not strong enough to 
hold b ack a f u ture fill e d wi t h unders t andi n g , c oo pe ration a nd love. 

At Bitburg you are not scheduled to speak, but a powerful word will 
nev e rth e l e ss be spoken. It i s no t y ou r word, Mr. Pre sident, but a word spoken 
through you if yo u ,'i llow i t to '. ,e . It .:.s a ;<rd , : '.1ich sets f ree , not from the • 
rc: ·, :,•--: ~e::·.;.nc e o r t1' e l es<:c:-:. .c:: o f t:· i.:•6 s ~::s t, ~m t fr cm t h e dev as tating threa t of · 
tre r .:=.s t to c' :::: t:::··· f:·e t 1·e c,_:e -• :•i __ : 2 r e,:· ,:i. ,e :\· :: ·.,re . I t is a word wh i ch ca n 
rcdc ,~rn a n d re1;ew t h e li fe of th<2 C-e:n.a n ;:,cop l e an d t he Arne ri ca n people a s · ,.Jell. 

Exp r ession s o f a ng u ishe d dc s r a i r i n th e r~ ce of hu~a n ~ise ry run de ep in a ll 
o f JuJeo-Christi~n his t ory . So tc o doe s r~~ t pc~c rfu l ~ord o f f o r g i venes s b y 
~h i c h de s pa ir is overco~e ~n d hope is ho r n . P ~~ t~ l }S i s a n examp le. I t i s a 
ps2 l m f o r :S <::r~c~t- BQ l so n . .-! : i d f 1J r ;·,it~;i 1r g 

Out of th e depths I cry to Thee , 0 Lord! 
Lor d h e a r cy vo ice ! 
Le t thy ea r be 2ttt: nti.ve t o the \·oice o f my 
suppl i. c2t i.u!1s ! 

If th o u , 0 Lord , slw u lds t r., a r k iniqu itie s, 
lord , Kho cou l d st ~nd ? 
Bu t there is foq; iv en es s "i th thee tha t t h ou 1:1ayes t be 
f E:a ~· ed . 

I ,-;ait fo r the Lord, ,'l y ,::cu l ,:J i.ts , 
and in his ~ord I h 0 rc ! ... 

F. c::' pectful l y , 



Office of C(r --~i;icatio:i ,;nd l r.tc ,µ;-.::t<it ion 
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OR. PAUL A. ~lfE .. ..,.: : . .. ,~ .. ----
Or. Paul A. ~lee is the gem?ral $ECrct~1·y of l vtf:''r:. n !'or1 d i'11nistdes 

nhich is the U.S.A. rtational Cou;dttee of the l.tri1,2rt: n }'.Jrld F>' ·-; r,::tfon . 
The lut-h~rDn t{orld ?-linistri~s coir,,i l5 s i:m fa corqo5ed of r-c.p;-c;,r,r_nt~ tiv~s 
from th~ k.~ric:an tvtht rtn Church, the lut:1er t n C. v;·ch fn P.~ •~dca i;tid ihe 
kssocfo tion of Evangcl ic.al l uthf:r[m Church;;s. all 1':l;;ii:');:,,,·s of the in t:r
natiottn 1 org c: nha t ion t~11ich htis over 90 r:::n,:bL r t hJJrdi~s d t h 1;·,Jre thzin 
53 f';i11iD'n twtherans around th~ v:Jtld. h1 ,::,-~1dHf::n to s2r\· ~,,g us 11i11 f •:: :1 
bet~'2en the meF-~er churches in the U.S.A. and the luth~r~n World fe-der-
at , ... n L•Jlh'"'l..,,n t.rorl d M-' "'t Ctr: es ,. ... r,,~--' ~ c,;,- ,, nr I"'-'','."~ -, •: , -{' ,- ... ! , _, _. .. , c, ·, 1r,. I-) .~ t ~ 1~ t l:< - U f".., ,(1,J:,,._ I~ , . ~,1 . . .. ,.J .i!ll l l:,~,V i_ t . .,#• ·-' ·- • f .. , 'I , ~- , ~\, 

t~ ~ t"\ ,'-~ n • ,-'' ll t....,.., ,t: ' 11 ,;...'\.:i-- ~ _ ""'_.__~ .. ,£( ("' _, -. , . ·•• , 'p ~ ,• , • _, jl • •• •,§'/" } ~ •, ' :,_ . . ,. • ,1 , ~'-. .., 
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tion, volunteer service and world COtm'Jtmity. 

· Sefon? i:1ssu7frlg his j:n··B~~~n t r,ost in 1975, Dr. t:c-e r.'JS $ei\h.1r i"'..:p re- -t> 

senUltht~ of tho u:r in e2rlin {i SGS.~7~ ) r:nd th::· J . .i,rtk:t\~: n i s'tf·: -r: r in 
Tn::.o1o;y ~t r-:- fl ~:fi21 d toll e~z . t!.i°i .,'.::: r s ity of Oxford •. :=: ngknd (1:/14~15 ). 

Ot. l!.; i; ~r.d ft::n:: Gt0: :;1\:ss 1 •.• :ti? r. ·:; .. d:cl fo E:O. T'.,:..:y h-:;=~·,:, t:it.:: e 
eMldren -- Ch;-·isto; \:::·,, 1 ~:rn 1n Ej1 ; r:~~),-0:·1, ;_ ~;-n in 1~;2 ; ~::d SL:\'.~n ~ 
S;,:; rr, · 1r1 l f61. Tt1 L --J 1y 1 h ·.:.: s in f:i:Jg;;~:Jod, r:2:.1 J?.; r sey. 

It si;;;;.;1d b~ r .;t ;~~ct ti;.-~t Dt. ;·_.:; Y\;~~ ::1t~d tL:: Ot\;:: r of t:_;r·it frt.] t~·~:; ;::,:~_::-.-21 
t:".-'>:-.- ,,; .il 1·c f'l" ~-,r•'.' ··--·y ;C\ n,..:1':-1·t,,t''l -~1·;Y1"' 1i~s I J,.,,,, 1:" fr-.·.-:1 tir·g l"1,'l,l' °' i-:; t;~nr:r ~o , 11d n -r ;•·-..~J t ,...-t 1- •• - t} .-=d ,H :..,lt.,~ ~.J_.,. .._ _; I l \, t~ s{' - ..... . J . • 11.,J ... ,. _ ,,.c Y t . .;, ~--• 

r-,::.co:1cilii)tioa t1 2t t;'";'.::C;1 the i~:J r.~,", · ;1 i ;;s nnd b:t•--:-:: .:: ,1 <?1rr:.-. ny ,-.m:J t ~,~ 
U11ited St-1tt s. 
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