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June 21, 1985
Dear Mr. Picchi:

It was a special pleasure for me to
visit San Carlo Community during my trip
to Italy and I truly appreciate the warm
hospitality I received on this occasion.

It was good to see you again and 1
continue to enjoy the lovely needlepoint
that you presented to me in 1982. Now,
words fail me to express my sincere thanks
for the bronze sculpture, modeled after
the original at Castel Gandolfo, which you
presented to me in May. To be able to
help young people in their battle against
drug abuse is most heartening; and to know
that I share your tribute with His
Holiness John Paul II and President
Pertini means more than I can say. Please
know that I am deeply grateful to you and
everyone who had a part in this generous
award.

The President joins me in sending you
and your colleagues our best wishes for
the future.

Sincerely,

Mr. Mario Picchi
Director, Project Man
Italian Solidarity Center
Piazza B. Cairoli, 118
00186 Rome, Italy
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00186 roma centro
piazza b. cairoli, 118 italiano
tel. 659.469 di solidarieta

Premio Internazionale "Progetto Uomo"™

Nel settembre 1984, a conclusione dell'VIII Congresso Mondiale delle
Comunita Terapeutiche, celebratosi in Roma, il Centro Italiano di Solidarieta
inaugurava nella Comunita S. Carlo in Castel Gandolfo una scultura bronzea
{(mt. 3 di altezza) della scultrice Alba Gonzales, che interpretava in chiave
moderna l'anelito dell'uomo verso la speranza.

Le forme, spezzate e lacerate del monumento sembrano acquietarsi
nell'idea del cerchio quasi come la proposta di un mondo nel quale, 1'uomo,
fra speranza e profezia, riscopre l'armonia di tutto il creato.

Nel 1980, proclamato dall'Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite come Anno
Internazionale della Gioventu, il Centro Italiano di Solidarieta di Roma ha
istituito il Premio Internazionale "Progetto Uomo".

11 premio che ripete in misure ridotte la scultura bronzea posta in
Comunita Terapeutica S. Carlo, vuole divenire il segno concreto di un
significativo riconoscimento da attribuirsi a Persone, Organismi e}
Associazioni clke si siano qualificate per 1l'impegno esemplare e l'azione
efficace svolta per la promozione dell'uomo, per una societd piu giusta, per
una migliore gualita della vita e, in particolare, per un'autentica azione di
prevenzione e riabiliatazione nei  settori  della tossicodipendenza e
dell'alcolismo.

I1 Centro Italiano di Solidarieta ha voluto sottolineare con questo
gesto l'assunzione di un impegno concreto che in ?rogetto Uomo favorisce il
superamento  di ogni condizione di dipendenza, di sofferenza e di
sfruttamento, come segno di una trasformazione possibile della societa, per
capire, per amare, per servire e vivere prospettive piu umane con spirito di
rirmovata solidarieta.

I giovani del Ce.I.S., che pil intensamente vivono il recupero della
propria storia proiettata verso 1l futuro, hanno voluto che il Premio
Tnternazionale "Progetto Uomo" fosse attribuito a Papa Giovanni Paolo 11 come
1'interprete p:u fedele delle loro aspirazioni per un mondo migliore; a
Sandro Pertini, Presidente della Repubblica Italiana, per l'esemplare impegno
a costruire una societd a dimensione umana; alla Signora Nancy Reagan per
{'instancabile promozione di un impegnativo programma di prevenzione di
fronte alla complessita del fenomeno della tossicodipendenza.


















D7 MAY 85

L0 YEARS LATER

On that rainy August morning of 1944, my battalion was engaged in
a mopping up operation in the '""Monts de Vannes'' forest of Eastern France.

The retrgating'Germans were holding the ridges of these forest covered hills,
and were holding up our armor. At dawn, after an intense artillery barrage,
our soldiers had advanced cautiously under the cover of the saplings and
ironwoods, amidst sniper fire and exploding anti-personnel mines. As the

- battalion medic | had kept dressing shattered limbs and giving first aid

to the wéunded before"théy were ‘carried to'the ambulance,

By midday our soldiers had fought their way uphill and were close
to the top. | could see them crossing a large clearing. Suddenly the clétter
of a machine gun resounded and | ‘threw myself to the ground under the rain
of metal Whﬁch was bouncing off the trees. Silence followed. Peeking
cautiously, | saw several men lying motionless in the clearing, One was
crying for help. Two of his buddies, arms raised over their heads advanced
towards their wounded comrade. They were ébout_to reach him when the machine
gun rattled again briefly and two more bodies flopped to the ground. Gasps
of anger resounded in the underwood and once again | jo?ned-my voice in
cursing our enemies, | could see him 60 feet away, lying next to his two
dead comrades, and ! heard him crying out,

""Mama. Mama.'

I clutched a stretcher and signalled to one of the medics.

""Let's go!" ’

We left the cover of the trees and climbed up the slippery grassy
slope. The large red cross painted on our helmets was our only protection.
We- had now reached the wounded man who was lying against a tree stump., |
was about to kneel next to-him, when | saw crouching in a well camouflaged
foxhole ten feet away, a German soldier pointihg a machine gun at me. We
made eye contact and | sent him the message 'Don’t shoot'. | then gave a shot

of morphine to the wounded man whom we tied on the stretcher and then hauled slowly



down the hill., As soon as we had reached the cover of the trees eager hands
took the relay and carried their comrade to the ambulance., |
well done Doc!' Said the Lieutenant. ''But didn't you see any 'Boche'
while you'were out there?"
"There was one’ crouching over a machine gun."
"And where was he?"
""About ten feet above and to the left of where‘Wg made the pickup.”
"Doc!'" A soldier interrupted; ''Come along! Some fellow just blew
up on a mine!"
A while Tater two violent explosions broke the silence.

' Exclalmed a Sergeant.

"They must have gotten the 'Boche'.'
In the clearing the man who had thrbwn the grenades was waving out to the
soldiers who started moving slowly forward again,

| followed the last ones, As | passed the spot where we had picked
up the wounded,. | gﬁanced at the foxhole and saw the body of the German
soldier slumped over his machine gun.

"That guy won't kill no more!" Mdttered a stretcher bearer.

I knew that a man had been killed because he-had spared my life,
At the- time, in the heat of combat, my instinct for survival was so strong
I could not experience guilt or cowpassion for him,

But today, 40 years later, if | knew where that unknown soldier

was resting, | would like to visit his grave. Even if it was in Bitburg.

Gabriel G, Nahas



8ur prosition du Hiniltre de la Gnorro, le Président du Gouver-
nement provisoire de la République frangaise, chef des Armées cite 1
A L'ORDRE DE L'ARMEE

Régularisation

OC.looclooaococeoaooOoo.tl....i.......loo.o.!......"o!c...0..-..00.0.000

¥ AHAS Gabriel = Médecin Lieutenant au 2I% Régiment de Dragons.

"Jeune Médecin Lieutenant dont le courage et l'sbnégation sont
devenus légendaires au Régiment, Toujours en premidre ligne, a réussi le
- 3 décembre 1944 devant le Col de la SCHDUCH?, 1'évacuation rapide d'un
grand blessé dans des conditions extrdmement difficiles, brancardant lui-
m8me de nuit dans la neige, dans un terrain miné et tris abrupt relevant
sans cesse le moral des hommes qui l'accompagnaient handicapé lui-m8me
par une entorse du pied droit"™.

......l..'..'l.....I..‘.I'......’....I........................Q........'.

Ces citations comportent 1'attribution de la Croix de Guerra
avee palme.
PARIS, le 29 octobre 1945
Signé s de GAULLE

J.0, novembre 1945 P .E C BR RBR T

Portant nomination dans la Légion d'Honneur
AU GRADE DE CHEVALIER

NAHAS Georges -~ Médecin Lieutenant des Ex-~Forces FPrancaise de 1'Inté-
- rieur de la 17* Région.

"Sujet de valeur, résistant de la premidre heuro, a interrompu
toute activité professionnelle, pour se consacrer au service du pays.. Sous
1'occupation allemande a organisé le passage en pays neutre de plusieurs
centaines d'officiers, sous~officiers ou soldats anglais, américains, hol-
landais, dont 2 officiers généraux, convoyant lui-mfBme plusieurs d'entr'eux
de SBuisse en Espagne, Rattaché ensuite au service de senté régional de la
Résistance, & largement contribué & l'organisation sanitaire de la région
et a participé brillamment aux combats de la libération, A fait preuve dans
toutes ces missions du plus haut esprit de sacrifice et de patriotisme, té-
moignant d'un mépris absolu du danger"™.

...l..."'.'....'.'.....'..........I.......'......................'.......'.

Ces promotions et nominations comportent l'attribution de la
Croix de Guerre avec pelme.

PARIS, le 2 novembre 1945
Signé s de GAULLE
J.0. du 22 juin 1946 DECISION N® 1359
Sur proposition du Ministre de la Guerre, le Président du Geuver-
nement provisoire de la République Prancaise Chef des Armées, cite :

A L'ORDRE DE L'ARMEE

....I.....vﬂ....'...l'...............'.............................l.........

N AHAS Gabriel -« Médecin Lieutenant des Ex-Forces Prancaises de 1'Inté-
rieur du 12¢® Régiment de Dragons de Reconnaissance.
"Médecin Lieutenant du plus grand courage, qui, lors des engage~
ments des bois du Mont de Vannes (Haute Saone) les 23, 26 et 27 aolit 1944,
A fait preuve de la plus compldte abnégation en remassant et soignant les
blessés dans les postes les plus avancés, malgré le feu intense des armes
automatiques ennemies. A sauvé en cette occasion de nombreuses vies humaines"

: Ces citations comportent l'attribution de la Croix de Guerre avee
ralme, PARIS le 26 novembre 1943 « Bigné de¢ GAULLE,












Drafter: CV
Date: May 6, 1985

Dear Mr. Young:

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plague in honor of the
friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my
attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch. This is just a note to say that your
thoughts are certainly appreciated.

Best regards.
Sincerely,

PJIB

Mr. David Young
199 East 6850 South
Midvale, UT 84047

ce - C. M) b . 73



Drafter: CV

Date: May 6, 1985

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Firmage:

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plaque in honor of the
friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my
attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch. This is just a note to say that your
thoughts are certainly appreciated.

Best regards.
Sincerely,

PTB

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Firmage
2171 Arbor Lane
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

ce & C.Hddl, B 93



Drafter: CV)

Date: May 6, 1985

Dear Bishop Olschewski:

Your suggestion that the President dedicate a bronze plaque in honor of the
friendship between the United States and West Germany recently came to my
attention by way of Senator Orrin Hatch. This is just a note to say that
your thoughts are certainly appreciated.

Best regards.
Sincerely,

PTB

Bishop Olschewski
c/o David Young

199 East 6850 South
Midvale, UT 84047

ce L C. M, o 73



Pat, here are the names and addresses
of the Utahns who give this suggestion:

Mr. David Young
199 East 6850 South
Midvale, Utah 84047

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin and Gloria Firmage
2171 Arbor Lane
Salt Lake City, UT 84124

Bishop Olschewski
c¢/o David Young

199 East 6850 South
Midvale, Utah 84047
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April 30, 1985

The Honorable Patrick J. Buchanan
Director of Communications

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Pat:

In remembrance of the friendship between America and
Germany and with the President's announced trip to Germany,
a number of constituents from Utah--David Young, Gloria and
Ed Firmage and Bishop Olschewski--have asked that I pass
along their suggestion.

They have shared the following idea with me: that
the President present and dedicate a bronze plague in honor
of the friendship between American and Germany. This would
be a rectangular bronze plagque placed upon a stainless steel
post with the following message with English on one side and
German on the other:

FRIENDSHIP FOR U.S.A AND G.F.R.
AMERICA HONORS ALL PAST AND LIVING GREAT GERMAN STATESMEN,
SCIENTISTS, MUSICIANS, AND ARTISTS WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO
HUMAN PROGRESS AND TO THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD.
AMERICA ALSO HONORS THE BRAVE YOUNG MEN WHQO PERISHED IN
DEFENSE OF THEIR FATHERLAND BUT WHO DID NOT IN ANY WAY
PARTICIPATE IN THE HOLOCAUST,

We certainly appreciate the time you have taken from
your busy schedule to view this, and we are grateful for all

the President continues to do for our great country and for
peace throughout the world.

- Qinraralsr .

United States Senator
OGH:pp



TO: Frank A, Madsen
FROM: Miklos Radvanyi
Senior Specialist European Law
Division, CRS, Library of Congress
DATE: April 29, 1985

SUBJECT: President's Visit to Bitburg Cemetery

In reference‘;o our brief conversation, I take the
liberty to submit to you my thoughts concerning the controversy
surrounding President Reagan's visit to the Bitburg Cemetery in
Germany. As has happened so many times before, the public
debate on a major issue has been misformulated by a media that
never seems to be able to take a longer view of events and has
been monopolized by a minority whose intereéts do not
necessarily coincide with the larger interests of the nation.
The réal issue is not whethef the Présideﬁt would offend the
memory of the innocent victims of "Nazi Terror" by visiting a
cemetery in which some members of the former Waffen SS are also
buried, but whether the Uniﬁed States, as a nation, through its
highest elected official and representative, the President of
the U.S., can display the magnanimity that has become the
hallmark of that great American nation throughout its history.

This nation that comprises so many ethnic and religious



groups was created over 200 years ago to bring about the
greatest fulfillment of man as a child of God, namely, human
happiness in freedom. From out of this magnificent objective
has grown the American individual and later the American nation,
both of which have been the envy of the rest of the world.

Until very recently Americans were known for their openness,
love, and readiness to help those in need of spiritual and/or
material support., To Europe we brought the Marshall Plan to
rebuild a destroyed continent instead of seeking revenge for the
pain and suffering that was inflicted upon us by Hitler's regime
and its allies. In other words, we took a positive and
constructive approaéh by stretching out caring hands to our
enemies of yesterday. We did so because that is what the
American dream is all about. That is what the American image
is all about, and that is what the great majority of the

American people are all about.

Regrettably, since our involvement in Vietman, many have
lost sight of the nation's objective as well as its image
abroad. In the last 20 years the United étates of America has
presented itself to the world as a confﬁsed and divided nation
in search of a new goal and a new identity. Not until‘the
election of President Reagan.has this apparent uncertainty
started to diminish. I personally th'.nk that he greatest
historic achievement of the President is that he restored the
confidence of people both at 'home and abroad in the well known

image of the U.S. To let this accomplishment be questioned or



even eroded by this controversy would be an unforgivable error
on the part of the Administration. 1Instead of enveloping itself
in silent uncertainty and trying to please everybody, I think
that the President should take a bold and farsighted approach to

the issue at stake,

The Federal Republic of Germany owes its freedom,
independence, and wealth to our magnanimity. The German people
know that, and they ippreciate everything we hav. done for them.
They are not only our allies. but they are also expected to
prevail in the forefront of European political and military
division. They suffer from a seemingly permanent and
irreversible division of their nation and from the historic
errors that they feel were made by other generations. Their
fervent desire is to be treated equally in this alliance of the
western democracies., They do not want to forget, but they also
do not want to be accused of crimes they feel‘they did not
commit, To maintain the affection of this énd future
generations is not only in our national interest but also in the

interest of freedom loving people throughéut the world.

The U.S. must recognize that its responsibility goes‘beyond
representing the eternal sufferings of one people. This
responsibility is global and cannot be abdicated with impunity.
The price of disregarding the American nation's long term
interests will be very severe indeed. It will only play in the

hands of the U.S.S.R. that under new leadership will certainly



be tempted to give another try to the cherished Soviet objective

of splitting up the Western Alliance.

The seeds of great successes are often hidden in the greatest
tribulations. The President is obviously not in an enioyable
position, Yet with a skilled speech he can turn the tables on
his critics and then render a great historic service to his
country and the rest of the world. Therefore, I prcpose a short
speech along the lines of Lincoln's two great speeches, namely
the Gettysburg Address and his Second Inaugural Address. The
leitmotiv of the speech should center around the ideas of
healing the wounds,n?orgiveness (with malice tzcward none, with
charity toward all). Without trying to impose myself, I would

be happy to assist in this in any way my limited abilities will

permit.


















4-19-85
Dear Mr. President Reagan!

Today I read an article in the Cincinnati Enquirer -
Friday, April 19, 1985 "Reagan: SS Men Nazi Victims, Too."

I am so grateful, as a German born and naturalized
American citizen that you can see the terrible tragedy of
the many young men who became "SS Men" at the end of WWII.

My parents did not know my brother was to be "SS," nor
did he, when he was drafted, at the age of 16.

I hope we never forget how unfair a war is to its
citizens and I hope you will be able and continue to let
your heart speak.

A grateful Republican and supporter of the Reagan
Administration.

Sincerely,

Regina H. Schnetzer

5986 Ranlyn Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45239
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April 29, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

You have made the difficult decision to visit the cemetary in Bitburg and the
concentration camp in Bergen-Belson.

Although they have occasioned controversy and have elicited understandable
emotion, these decisions are nevertheless authentic, appropriate and possibly
even redemptive as well at this moment in history.

At Zergen-Belson vou and z2ll the world with you will rerember those things
that dare not be forgotten among us. You will honor those who were sacrificed
to the false gods of nation and race, blood and soil. You will say that even
as we honor these slain we vow never to forget the maligned mentality which
forged the sinister structures of power which claimed them. You will say to

every person of Jewish blood throughout the world, '"Never Again."

At Bitburg there is a different message. You have never once intimated that
you take this journey to honor the deeds of those who lie buried there. Rather
vou stand at Bitburg to say--by your very presence--to the people of Germiny,
America and the world, that the demonic forces of this terrible pist do not
hold the only key to the meaning of our historical pilgrinage. They do not
have the power to hold us forever in the bondage of fear and alienation. They

_are not strong enough to have the final word for the future of our children

i, and our children's children.

Should vou choose, Mr. President, in the face of considerable pressure, to
zvoid the journey to Bitburg, many people in our country vill of crurse he
pleased, at least initially. But at the same time such action will only scuve
to reinforce the fatalistic view of some that there exists no pewer in Cod's
world to redeem the past, that we are left only with haunting rmevoery, guilt,
and for the young of Cerrmany especially, the continuing burden of spivitual
rejection by the vorld cormunity.

o



President Ronald Reagan
April 29, 1985 - page 2

Ur. Preszident, iy histeric jour ey o Joirany is partly to remenber, but &
2lso partly to r v In vewuemberance you honor the millions of victims of
the Holoceaust and World War II. Tn rederption you testify before those whom we
called "eremy" and before all the world that cven a past filled with so much

hatred, alienation and unspeakable irhumanity is still not straong enough to
hold back a future filled with understanding, cooperation and love.

At Bitburg you are not scheduled to speak, but a powerful word will
nevertheless be spoken. It is not vour word, Mr. President, but a word spoken
through you if you allow it to he. It which sets free, not from the

rensmierance or the legsconas of things but frem the devastating threat of
the maet to Jetzr—ize tre eole v e Tovr the Tvrure, Tt is a word which can
1

e ire ! : T
redesm and reuwew the life of the Cerian pecple and the American people as-well.
Expressions of anguisted despair in the frce of human misery rum deep in all
of Judeo-Christian history. So tco dces that poverful word of forgiveness by
which despair is overceme and hope is bovn., Ps=2~ 127 is an example. It is a

i
pealm for Bergen-Relson aad for Titbuarg

Out of the depths I cry to Thee, 0 Lord!
Lord hear ny voice!

Let thy ear be attentive to the voice of my
supplications!

If thoun, 0 Lord, shouldst mark iniquities,

Lord, who could stand?

But there is forgiveness with thee that thou mavest be
feared.

I wait for the Lord, =v scul wvaits,
is word I huopel...
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