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MIL.TONE FRIEND 
8340 GREENSijQRO DR AFT 717 
MC LEAN VA i2102 0 A , 4 ,· .,,, 
1•002351512~ 05/05/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WSHA 

703621q1~5 MGMB TDBN MC LEAN VA 139 05•05 0857A EST 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN 

I JUST HEARD C~-~TV FROM BITBURG YOU MADE ME VERY PROUD OF 
M-¥-€ IJN-.-T- R .... - ~ - . 0 OF MY PRES.I WT YO R WORDS WERE -INSPIRfl\'"G 
YOUR REASONS FOR GOING TO BITBURN WERE REASONABLE AND SINCERE, I A~ 
JEWISH AND l AM A RETIRED AIR FORCE COLORNAL WHO WAS SHOT DOWN ON D 
DAY, 1qu4 AND WHO FLEW COMBAT IN KOREA A~D VIET NAM. I WILL NEVER 
FORGET THE HOLOCAUST, BUT I WILL NEVER FORGET THAT I AM A PROUD 
AMERICAN, P~OUD OF ALL AMERICANS WHO SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES, 
PROUD OF BElNG JEWISH, AND PROUD OF ~HAT VOU DID AND SAIC TODAY, YOU 
WERE ELEGANT. THANK YOU, MR PRESIDENT 

MILTON E ~RIEND LT COL USAF RETIRED 
8340 GREENSBORO DR APT 717 
MC LEAN VA 22102 

08J57 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAI LG RAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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The President of The United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. President, 

() 
William J. Dennebaum 
P.O.Box 728 
Lake Placid 
New York 12946 

8 May 1985 

Your visit to the German War Cemetery at Bitburg, Germany was, in 
the face of pressure and protest from the press and various groups, 
an act of courage. It was also great and responsible statesmanship. 

During a reunion of the 36th."Texas" Infantry Division in Italy last 
October, an old combat buddy and I laid a wreath at the U.S. War 
Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy as representatives of the Military Order 
of The Purple Heart. On our left, during that memorable ceremony, 
also laying a wreath honoring our war dead were representatives of 
the 26th. Panzer Grenadier -Division - men we had fought against forty 
years ago. We had also honored, in the same way, their war dead at 
the German War Cemetery in Cassino a few days earlier. 

This, after forty years, is the way it should be with friends and 
allies. None of the Veterans at those War Cemeteries in Italy, 
German or American, had forgotten the war nor the lessons it had 
taught. The war we had put behind us - where it belongs. The lessons 
learned were in evidence at those War Cemeteries in Italy. 

Mr. President, you have the everlasting gratitude of this combat 
veteran and ex-Prisoner of War(captured, by the way, by the Waffen 
SS - and well treated)for your actions at Bitburg. I hope that the 
deep meaning of your visit is understood and appreciated by all 
Americans. 

Bravo, Mr. President, and thanks. 

Very Truly Yours, 

:f:~::Em 
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ARETE ACTIVITIES, INC. • 101 St. Marks Place • New York, N.Y. 10009 • (212) 777-7856 

llay 5, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
ulashington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

RE: SUPPORT FROM A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR V 

As a survivor of the Holocaust I send you my hea~tfelt support. 
r applaud both your speeches at Begen Belsen and at Bitsburg. I 
also take this occassion to suppoft your domestic policies and 
youRforeign policy, especially as regards the "fire next door" 
in Nicaragua. 

I was born in 1929 in :Jarsaw, Poland into a Jewish family.In 1939 we 
fled the Nazis and, after two years in the Balkans, found our 
way to what was then the British mandate of Palestine. IVIy father 
served in the Allied forces; after the war, with our native 
land falling into the hands of the Communists, we came to this 
country in 1947. 

Anyone who has studied the history of the United States knows 
how abused, how criticized, how misunderstood were our greatest 
leaders, your predecessors in the ~hite House. 

Remember the scorn heaped on Thomas Jefferson for the Lousiana 
Purchase? Remember the abuse heaped on Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow 
Wilson, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Harry Truman? And now they 
are hailed as giants, as the great Presidents - as you shall be 
in years and centuries to come. 

God bless you and keep you, ~~ r. President. Remember, in moments 
of fatigue or doubt, in your many and difficult labors, what the 
Bible says:" A prophet without honor in his own country ... "Future 
generations will pay hom,age to your labors, your policies and 
your noble words. Please accept this humble horn/ age from a natu
ralized citizen who is proud to be an American, and happy that 
he voted for you both in 1980 and 1984. And were it not for the 
22nd Amendment to the Constitution I would be proud and happy 
to vote for you again in 1988. 

rro our First Public Servant future generations of Americans will 
repeat the words of the Bible, " :Jell done, thou good and faithful 
servant." 

~ely yours, 

r TIU~ /;t:_ AuJ 
1
• Steve Kraus 
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REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT . 
AT BERGEN-BELSEN CONCENTRATION CAMP 
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REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT _ 
.... . · . ... AT BERGENi BELSEN CONCENTAATI9N CAMP . 

. ' · . .. .... ·-- -

FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D,C, 

... ... . .. . . . ~ .. . . 

Federal aepublic of Germany 

850521 

Mr. Glenn Ford 
911 Oxford Way 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 

--- ~~ . ...,,.. - - -

e death was inflic_ted for 
Their pain was borne only 

i God in their prayers. 
Alongside them l~y -many Christ: 1,m.., -- : ' · i Protestants. 
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What we've felt and are expressing with words cannot 
convey the suffering that they endured . That is why history will 
forever brand what happen ed as the Holocaust. 

Here, death ruled. But we've learned somethi ng , as well. 
Because of what happened, we found that death cannot rule fo r ever . 
Ann thrlt 'Q whv wo' rP hPro tnl'i~u . Wo' ro hor4::I h4::1f"'-i1,c;: o h nm a n i t- v r Pfnses 



GLENN FORD 

911 OXFORD 
BEVERLY H WAY 

ILLS. CA~IFORNIA 90210 
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ueJJgJ Proviiioni 
TEDEUSZ DZIEKANOWSKI 

Homemade Bologna 
REAR OF 219 FERRY STREET 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07105 

May 3, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing primarily to extend my best 
and to inform you I support you wholeheartedly. 
to be a great man and a champion of liberty and 
wish your continued success in this outstanding 

wishes to you 
I know you 

freedom and I 
endeavor. 

I want you to know that we support you in your upcoming 
European journey and wish you Godspeed and a good trip. Like
wise, I support you in your Nicaraguan po_licy and wish you well 
and success in that area also. 

( 

I am enclosing a photograph of my late mother who perished 
in Auschwitz and a certification of myself as a liberated person 
from the concentration camp at Mauthausen-Gusen. Even as a 
prior victim of the concentration camps and the loss of my 
beloved mother I still support your trip to Germany and specif-
ically the Bitburg cemetery. I recognize this as a necessity 
for our beloved United States and I hold no ill feelings and 
grudges. As has been stated forgive and forget. 

I have been very successful in this great country of ours 
and love it very much. God bless you. 



Stanislawa Dziekanowska z domu Grzegorzewska (her bu Topor) , matka bo
hatera ksil!,:iki. Za wspolpraci; · z podziemnym ruchem oporu osadzona zostala 
w. kacecie hitlerowskim w Oswii;cimiu i nasti;pnie poniosla tam smierc w ko-

. morze gazowej. 

240 



P!>mnik olsld w Mauthausen wzniesiony po wojnie w dlug projektu inzy
mera a chitekta Teodora Burszego. Wsrod wycieczki pols iej skladajll,cej sl\! 
z byly wi~iniow tego kacetu z calego swiata, znalazl si~ takze Tadeusz 

Wieniawa-Dziekanowski, jeniec obozu Mauthausen-Gusen w Iatach 1943-1945. 

Tak wyglll,dal fragment obozu kon
centracyjnego w miejscowsci Nord
hausen po wkroczeniu wojsk ame• 
rykanskich, kiedy to na kilka go
dzin przedtem hitlerowcy rozstrze
lali setki pozostalych przy zyciu 
jencow. Zdj~cie pdchodzi z unikal
nego dokumentu, j~dnodniowki pod 
tytutem ,,Ciernista droga" wydanej 
w roku 1947 w Polsce przez znane
go wsr6d Polonii Amerykanskiej pi
sarza i publicyst~ dra Antonlego 

Gladysza. 

239 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, na
czelny dowodca allanckich sil zbroj
nych w Europie, po klt;!!ce Trzeclej 
Rzeszy hitlerowskiej zwii;dza. w ma
ju 1945 roku jeden z niemieckieh 
obozow zaglady (tuta.j, oboz Ber-

gen-Belsen). 



POLISH UNION 
OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS 
OF CUM.AN CONCEHJIATJON CAMI'S 

MUNICH 
PIENZENAUEI 1S 

TEL.-os:zl 

-························---~---
Ma!n Werlllcallon a . 
for Polee Polll!ccly P ·· 
~ -German Na!lonal 

Mlllllall . 

MUNI CH, THE .... 2.'.; .~ ........ 1f4. -:t..7 

CERT I~ IC A· T E 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

We c,u·tify herewith that /Jr.Dziekanowski 
Tadeusz 1 burn on the 29.5.1916 at Ro_.o /Poland/,is 
verifie4 by oq.r Mun Verification CoJUJ11ission for Poles 
under ·the nll.lllber }795 and he is known as a cx-prilau,,e:a 
.: f ~h e U"erJJt&IL concentration Cactp. 

Mr.Dziekanowaki Tadausz was in the German 
.~.,Q'?ncentration ca,.p c:authaus en - Gusen I f r om 1i,.r ,,n. 
·· till 5.5.1945. 

Zaswiadczenie z 1947 roku wydane przez Polski Zwi11<zek Wii:iniow Politycz
nych Niemieckich Obozow Koiicentracyjnych - Oddzial w Monachium, 

-' stwierdzajl\ce pobyt Tadeusza Dziekanowskiego w obozie Mauthausen-Gusen 
w okresie od stycznia 1943 roku do 5 maja 1945 roli:u, czyli do dnia wyzwo
lenia obozu przez Amerykanow. 

_Tak wi~c ludzie ·ktorzy uwolniU- bohatera tej ksi11<zki z hitlerciwskiej niewoli, 
przy.byli z kraju, ktory dla Tadeusza Dziekanowskiego mlal si~ staci n:tebawem 

drug!!< ojczyznl!,. 



; 

Rok 1946, Austria. Zdjecie przedstawia bohatera ksill,:i:ki" Tadeusza Wieniawe
Dziekanowskiego (z prawej) ' Z kolegl\ z obozu koncentracyjnego w Mauthau-

. sen-Gusen Jozefem Wlenchowskim. 

' 245 



ID# 316010 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE 'rRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

7R 1;;s--o/ 
DATE RECEIVED: JUNE 10, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. AMEL N. GEORGE 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR THE PRESIDENT ' S VISIT TO THE 
BITBURG MILITARY CEMETERY IN GERMANY 

ACTION 

~ 
DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

OtJ 

LINAS KOJELIS ORG 85/06/10 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

:REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

_!_!_ 

I I ------
_/ __ /_ ---

- _/_!_ 

_!_!_ 

_/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ------ (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

******* ***************************************** ******************** ** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER 
*D- DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * 
************* ********************* ******* *************************** ** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75 , OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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,IDENT 
Amel George 
26 Harvard Drive 
Lake Worth , FL 33460 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Michael J. Coury 
4204 Patricia Drive 
Des Moines, IA 50322 

SECRETARY 
Marshall Arrieh 
2703 W. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53208 

Tl'.!EASURER 
Helen B. George 
26 Harvard Drive 
Lake Worth , FL 33460 

j r-01',- r/alionaf :J-ethralion o/ Sgrian 
-if 3 /t:, 6/6 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 
SOUTHERN FEDERATION 
Harry Joseph 
2716 Wooldridge Drive 
Austin, TX 78703 

MIDWEST FEDERATION 
Michael J. Coury 
4204 Patricia Drive 
Des Moines, IA 50322 

WESTERN FEDERATION 
Alice Albert 
90 Inverness Drive 
San Francisco, CA 94132 

SOUTHERN REPRESENTATIVES 
Andrew Monsour 
62 Colony Park Circle 
Galveston. TX 77550 

Norman Topshe 
2955 Duke of Glouster 
East Point, GA 30344 

Mitchel Joseph 
328 22nd Avenue 
Birmingham , AL 35205 

MIDWEST REPRESENTATIVES 
Minor George 
9119 Brookpark Road 
Parma, OH 44129 

James Barrock 
710 Plankinton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Ted Hazer 
8105 Frances Street 
Omaha, NE 68124 

Sam J. Saad 
919 S. 106th Plaza 
Omaha, NE68114 

WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES 
Bill Edwards 
716 Broadway 
Glendale, CA 91204 

Victor Abdo 
2491 N W Neptune Place 
Seattle, WA 98117 

Freida Hajj 
6100 LaPort Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92041 

Fouad Habib 
527 N E 93rd Street 
Portland, OR 97220 

Alfred Assad 
2506 Richeliew Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90032 

anJ ofelane~e American C/ut6 

President Ronald Rea~an 
The White House 
Washington D.c. 20500 

Dear President Rea~an: 

Please accent my resnect .for vour courage 

and integrity f or withstanding the ~1ltitudes 

of pressures that came your wav M~ a. :r-Ps1J. l t. of' 

vour nlannP~ v1~it tn Bitburg military cemetery 

in Germany. The criticisims and nressures by 

both houses of Confress as well as by protesters 

of veterans, Jewish and other or~anizations was 

unwarranted and must have been very a~~ravatinp. 

I congratulate you, Mr. President, for 

keeping ymur commitment to West German Chancellor 

Helmut Kohl. I am F"lad we have a President who 

says what he means and means what he says. 

Sincerely , 

. ~"--~~ 
Amel N. Geor~e;President 
National Federation of 
Syrian-Lebanese-American 
Clubs 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WO 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: JUNE 11 , 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: DR. KARL MENNINGER 
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LETTER AT ALL TIMES . AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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The 
Menninger 
Foundation 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C • .20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 3, 1985 

We follow your moves and thoughts on television. I know 
you try your best to decide what you think is the right choice. 
I disagree with many of your decisions and with your hostile 
feelings toward Russia. · -~ ---- .. ----

You recently visited a prison site in Gennany. · Forty 
years ago I visited the Buchenwald prison with four other doctors 
of the American Army Medical Corps. No one could forget what we 
saw. It was a terrible, terrible, terrible place, expressing 
human cruelty and depravity beyond ordinary imagination. I don't 
understand how the Gennan people could have been even temporarily 
so irrational. But their leader thought he was doing Pright" 
until he finally killed h:iJnself. While he lived and talked, they 
listened to h:iJn hopefully. They have been repenting and recovering 
ever since then. · 

I am opposed to all fonns of shooting, blasting, bombing, 
torturing, and other military machine killing. I don't consider 
them a nation's defense or an index of national strength, only of 
destructive power, which is ult:iJnately self~destructive. 

KM/rsj 

Box 829 
Topeka, KS 66601 

913 273 7500 

Karl Menninger, M.D., F.A .. A. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: JUNE 12 , 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE BARBARA B. KENNELLY 

SUBJECT : WRITES ON BEHALF OF MRS. ILSE SHEIMAN WHO 
IS CONCERNED WITH THE PRESIDENT ' S VI SIT TO 
BITBURG CEMETERY 

ACTION 
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June 17 , 1985 

Dear Barbara : 

Thank you for ~haring with UE your conetitucnr ' s vi~w~ 
r:onc~::rnir:.g th<,' P:r- .s:l..d~r,t. ' :-:: State V.i~it b'.'i t.hr:• F.:."d..,.~nl :t1,~public 
of G':!rm:ln.y . w~ fully unde.rsr.and you:r constitu,:!nt ' !3 ,:.~mi;:;:~,rn..; 
~nu assun1 you the Prf.:~lid nt ' ;J fl.:!-:.1 ir,gs c•lnut the C"r.iia¼& 
perp-:-~tr:;\i_ir1d ,:?.;}ain-z.t 1.umard. t · by th•" N~zi ragimt• «:r .. : no lr~sfa 
dt~cply ::'·~1.t . P :c:;~ident R~..1g:=i.r; ,.;1.tte:r:ptc to m:::k•~' Abi:;olut,.,,ly 
,.::le;;t1· dur.L1g hi::: v .i.£:l ! t th,:. -,~ ·u ts ion ~ 11 A~,-~ric:!ns f :.el .:or 
the horroru which wPr0 cc~mitted in the name at th~ Germ3n 
e t2.t1:~ ,1:'!.nd '" ur d•:;1tt2:rmi.n.-,tion not tt., forg·at them. 

Pr._s.id<;;""'nt R,~ag.1n iG C-?rt · in .ir;.:;: . She:imm: ;igr.::E'!5 th~t , ,:w part 
of our ,~ftor._::; · o lH rn .:'.'-:--c,1.1 thE. C!>'•q:-,•,•r.h,n~..,·!s oi thir, J,trk ,~.ra, 
w.,": must: n:::t r::::j--ct oppcr.tun.:..cii:;::- ior rcc-,"'ncil ilJltioT. . Th~ 
Pr1?~id~,1t w0-~ ~!=ik-d by CLi>-:i<..:~:. -~<:,r Koh1 to p· y <l visit. to a 
Gcrm~n milit,tT'/ c;-;mc,t · ~/ in Bitburg, ,,rrd h,:::, hm~0r1~d that 
n:~quest . 

For :!.our dec'.'nl · :~, th+1\ F,:dPr ' l P.epubl ic 0$ Gc+rmany h-a¥> f ac0d 1..1p 
to the guilt ·rn · r,:-;up~.1n::ibilit.i.i•s, . r i'i:. t-t;;r.;::-i p.ist a::-ic h~)G, l:i+ 

c:<)tlfi t 1-eos \··l~l ~/S , il ~ ir;n:~ tr a. t r.!d c~01,cr. : tc-1 ~? its <~ommi tme:1 t: to 
d.<"'mo0rM:i....: id~alt-J arrt hu!!.an riqht:r: i it,cJ. urliFg ... i'~nding shoulch:r 
to shoul · er ,with u:c; in th~ lJ ii:lnC~:- in <.fr~.:,;?nr,.t? o·· f:r-_.·,.~:kmi . 
h'i th part icul.?.r r ,eg.;.rd to the vouf19'~ r c_i(•,v-"'r,:"Zt. ion in (}(-rr:1.sr.~✓ 1 

it i • .tmport,~ .. 1t tr,· d:~r!\DflPtr,7lt-~ that. wh11 f) v~ continue t:o ho.id 
the n.1tion r 11 ··r,or.sibh• for its p,~•:,t:. WE 'o not consider th~m 
to bear indhridu.-\1 r~~ps:.;rH: ibil it~✓ f,..,r t. t' ,;:r im,~z n.!: tbz ism . 

!,et. me make c1.t7~!' ti;lii.t the Pr a,·i, !lt om::,~, not considPt' hi.s 
app~ar::.rnr.(• at P.i burg to repre1;:;~nt :1n act cf forgiveni.1s:: fr1r 
tbo:Ji~ .... rim~~,, lmt r<'-tt.hc!' :,n · c::: ~tc.::k::,owl"-:- gie;me1,t ot tho a,,mccr-·ti~ 
society the G,Jrman peopl(: lrvt-: ...,uil t 4 Ho co1iaitl.:~rs thi:; to b1:s 
a p(,t:i t.i.vn g·"fttur:::: wh1.:n ir. :i - Wi..1/ dt..~tr~ct::- r.n:,n:; .hJ.;:; full :.!rll"l 

lv11:u·t£~,.lt c mmitmt:::nt to l'(;;J:n·~in~e:r- ,,:id h0f\~-' tht".: v: "'t- im3 o.f. the 
Holoc:..ut,t ::i.T'.d th·~ I.mr .. Lric:t,"!. ;; ,lf.h.:rs who g~"-- th:'}ir live~ to 
d":;tcat -::h~ N :::i n:qi:!v-:· a. d it.· c:rirn·,s . 

:'-1 . B . Ogl;;::.~b:;# ar .. 
A$s.i£; .:~nt tc th~• P:n.t'>idl!'~!'lt 

Thr Tiunorable Bar ara Ktin~~llv 
i--k)Uh,'? r;t ReprDsnntati Vf;fl 
W¢qhington, D.C . 20515 
MBO:STATE:NSC:KRJ:hlb 



COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEES 

SELECT REVENUE MEASURES 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND 

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

.... 

ctongress of the tinited ~tates 
!lou.sc of 1Rcprucntati\1c.s 
BARBARA B. KENNELLY 

1 ST DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT 

June 10, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1228 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2265 

450 MAIN STREET 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06103 

(203) 722-2383 
FTS {203) 244-2383 

Enclosed is a letter and a poem I've 
received from Mrs. Ilse Sheiman, one of 
my constituents in Connecticut's first 
Congressional District. Mrs. Sheiman's 
husband was a Buchenwald survivor who later 
took his own life. 

As you can see, Mrs. Sheiman was deeply 
disturbed by your visit to Bitburg Cemetery. 
I thought you might like the opportunity to 
respond to her concern about your v isit. 

Sincerely, 

BBK:au 
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July 8, 1985 

Dear Mr. VanDusen: 

Thank you very much for your kind message. I am 
most grateful for your generous words. They mean 
a great deal to me, especially in view of your 
family's wartime experience. 

It seems to me we achieved something most unusual 
forty years ago. Back through history, wars were 
settled in such a way they planted the seeds for 
the next war. The hatreds and rivalries remained. 
Not this time. Here it is four decades later and 
our erstwhile enemies are our staunchest friends 
and allies. 

Again, my thanks to you and very best wishes. 

Mr. Robert E. VanDusen 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Herkimer County Legislature 
Post Office Box 471 
Herkimer, New York 13350 

RR/DE/CAD/AVH/jfc (BTBURG) 
Bit burg 5 var. 

cc: Ron Alvarado 



ROBERT E. VanDUSEN 
Chairman 

VICTOR B. NORMAN 
County Administrator 

11.;erkimer filnuntl! 7Eegislature 
Post Office Box 471 

county Office Building 
HERKIMER, N.Y. 13350 
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RUSSELL C. ROOF 
Clerk 

CAROLE L. BINNEY 
Deputy Clerk 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 26, 1985 

Dear Congressman Volkmer: 

31 02 ✓2 

-r I<. J 2- 3 

M.B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President for Legislative 
Affairs, asked me to respond to your June 11, 1985 letter 
on behalf of a constituent requesting information about 
the cost of the President's recent trip to Germany. 

The cost of that trip was paid from funds of the State 
Department, and accordingly, I am unable to provide the 
information you requested. 

Please thank your constituent for his interest in the 
President. 

el~~,,e__.....· 
Christopher Hicks 
Deputy Assistant 
to the President 
for Administration 

The Honorable Harold L. Volkmer 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



June 17 • 1985 , 

Dear Harold: 

Thank you for your June 11 letter 
requesting information regarding the cost 
cf the President's trip to Europe . 

Ple&s~ be as s ured ~hut this correspondence 
has been rel byed to the appropriate 
Adminis'.tr.,_a:ion 0£ficL1ls in order that 
your inquiry ma~ receiv~ further attention . 

With beGt wishes, 

SL,cerely, 
' 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr . 
Assistant to the President 

T11E·~ Honorable Harold L. Volkraer 
house of Representatives 
Wa shington, D. C. 20515 

MBO:KRJ:MDB:mdb 

cc : w/copy of inc to Chris Hicks 
- for DIRECT response 

WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INCOMING 



r HAROLD L VOLKMER 
lfli CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

! , MISSOURI 

~ongrtss or tht ttnittd ~tatts 
iRonsc of 'lllrprrsrnrntinrs 

Dashington, 39[ 20515 

2• 11 RAYBURN HOUSE omcE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 205 15 

,.P 
i 

(202) 225-2 56 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE ANO TECHNOLOGY 

JA.MES S SPURLING 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

\EE VIOREL 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 

June 11, 1985 

Mr. M. B. Oglesby 
Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Oglesby: 

DISTRICT OFFICES 

ROOM 370 
FEDERAL BUILDING 

HANNIBAL. MO D3C01 

(JU) 221 -12 00 

112 E WALNUT 

COLUMBIA, MO 85201 
(JU) U9-5111 

818 TERRA LANE 

PO BOX 219 
O'FALLON. MO 63366 

f3 U} 272-8272 

122 BOURKE 
MACON. MO 63SS2 

(816) 385- 56 15 

317 LAFAYITTE 
P.O BOX 229 

WASHINGTON . MO 63090 
(31.) 239-.001 

I am in receipt of a constituent's inquiry concerning the 
cost of President Reagan's recent trip to Europe. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would forward 
information to me at your earliest convenience at my 
here in Washington, D.C. If you have any questions, 
contact me by telephoning 225-2956. 

_--: Than-:Jsing you in advance for this cons-ideration, I _am 

$incerely, 

this 
office 
please 

4£~;1$~ 
HLV/ep 

Harold L. Volkmer 
Member of Congress 
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July l, 1985 

Dear Ra l ph : 

'!'hiH i~ to .~cknowled.ge emrl th~w.k you for your· 
photograph r equ·2st on br•h<':d f! of. George Bechtel . 

P~r 70uc .ct:gu·. st , 1 hi:N-c furwardHd the photograph:,; 
directly to your constituent . 

M. B. Oglos by , Jr . 
A~si~ta_t to tne PrP~ident 

'l'hB HonorB-bl(~ .Ra" ~h Re9ul~ 
House o! Repr~sentntiv~~ 
Washington, o.c. 20515 

MBO:KRJ: hlb 
KMD-40 



- RA LPH REGlJ A 
16TH D ISTRICT, O HIO 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE B UILDING 

W ASHIN GTO N, D .C . 205 15 
(2021 225- 387 6 

DI STRICT OFFICE 

4 150 BELDEN V ILLAGE STRE ET NW. 

C ANTON, OH IO 44 718 
(216) 489-4 4 14 

TO LL-FREE DISTRI CT N UM BER 

0 tAL OPE RATOR AND A SK FOR 

" ENTERPR ISE 8852" 

M. B. Oglesby 

<ttongrtss of tbt It ntttb ~tatts 
Jt,ouse of Representatibts 

Masbtngton, m.~. 20515 
June 10, 1985 

Office of Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear M~ \ esby, 

COMM ITTEES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

INTERIOR 

M ILITARY C O N STRUCTIO N 

SELECT COMM ITTEE ON 
AGING 

My office contacted you earlier this week concerning a request from a consti
tuent for photographs of President Reagan taken on his recent visit to Bitburg . 

My office was told to forward this oonstituent's name and address and you 
would see to it that at least one pictu re was sent . The information is as 
fol lows: 

George R. Bechtel 
P. O. Box 35184 
Canton , Ohio 44735-5184 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter . 

Si~ 

Ralph Regula , M. C. 

RR/ms 
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July 8, 1985 

Dear Mayor Gwilliam: 

Thank you very much for your kind message and 
generous words. I am truly grateful and particu
larly so for your approval of my recent visit to 
West Germany. I felt from the start that I was 
doing the morally right thing, and feel that even 
more so now that the trip is over. Your message 
strengthens my conviction. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable George W. Gwilliam 
Mayor of Baker City 
Baker, Oregon 97814 

RR/DE/ CAD/ AVH/ech 
Bitburg 6 

850710 
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, :■ AI.m~ B~ Solllle Q a <tiigl1,council~·r .bl 
tlie>'Whittier. -Califonua'' Stake.'. ;The fol~ .. _ 

-lowing · ate :excerpts trotn Jt -ispeecb· .Ji~ . 
gave at the priesthood session-of Whitti- · . 
er ·1st' Ward·conference~ - • 

BY ALMA B~ SONNE 

WHITTIER, CALIF. 
'two Jima is a small island, located 

about 700 miles off the co~t of Japan. 
During World War II, it was a Japanese . 
stronghold and was considered.by many 
military experts to be so well fortified 
that it couldn't be conquered. Here, one 
of the most decisive battles: of the Pacif
ic was fought between American and 
Japanese forces. 

The U.S. Marines landed there on Feb .. 
19, 1945. The ensuing battle turned out-to 
be one of the most costly of the war. 

-T~itty~~ixdWst1ater; .{ooo ~~~:~:~f-~L:, ;_ t~:Uylliit '¼tti , temhle . µiomen.~ of· ~e 
dead; 23,000:werewoJ.U)ded and qQlyJ,QP<J ' .. b,11,)0dy ~We~ and at Qne pou)t,. _f9JJ4d . 
Japanese survived., ·-. ·· . , . , \ · · tb~t -°1Y ~~\~~on t? go had rE:o~ned so 

. . , __ _ ,. many bad ·memories that I Just about 
. lwas a rifle plato~mleader and'l~n~~ opt~ ::tg_~in'#: it_- To keep in tune with· 
m the assault wave on the beach witll'45- ' wh~rtbe; tpfchnight want me to do, I 

fasted, prayed and went to the temple. 

Outstanding • 
· _ Speeches _ I, ·. P" 

,.._ ., - . . , 
-~JIIHI 

By doing this, I was able to reaffit~ my 
<tecisionto go. · - ·, 

· · We left 1Tokyothe morning of Feb. 19 
at 4 a.m. When we got to the island~ we 
stepped off the plane to a beautiful sunny 

· day with a calm breeze swaying the 
trees and 'green brush. 

In traveling over the island, I had diffi-
, cultylocating the once-familiar areas of 

our operaµon. The battle-scarred islai;id, 

On th~ day of our'-visit; a tough ser
-•-g~nt ma.j~r ._,•_• ,_ said; Withtearsstre_am
ing down hiscfie¢~~ ''God certainly must · 
have beeq wearing . His~dress_.bl1,1es for 

· this day('- '!{e were all touched by the 
events0 of. thata day, . as if the. Lord had 
planned it especially for us. ,, 

. As I stood at th~ top of Suribachi vol~ 
cano, lfelt tb.e·quietude of the island. An 
overpowerfog feeling came over nie, ac
companied by an inner peace .and a se
renity that matched tl}e peaceful island. 
It was as if the Lord was trying to say, 
"The battle is over. r have cleansed this 
island and washed it of its 'battle scars . 
Now you must put aside the bad memo
ries of the battle, for they, too, must be 

of what I thought were the finest Ma
rines. Just 36 days later, I boarded ship 
with only eight men left. 

once ma),'.r,ed w:ith war dead, guns, tanks . 
and bomb1craters and stripped of vege. I left the island with a serenity that 

·· erased to put your mind to rest." 

I decided to revisit Iwo Jima for a 40th 
anniversary . . . commemorative ser
vice on the island .... However, I began 

. tation . . l pr~sented a pastoral beauty had finally been found after 40 years of · 
,as if the ti:attle had riever happened. mental anguish. 
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Ronald Reagan 

"Center of Oregon's 
Adventure land" 

CITY OF 

P. 0 . Box 650 
BAKER, OREGON 978 14 

June 12,1985 

President of the United States 
Washington, D.c. 

OREGON Of fice: C ity Hall 

Ph. 523-443 7 

As I read this ~j;icle_JJLJih~ _:f:J)._~. (Mormon) __ churc:g. news, I thought 
of you and the decision y_-0_u_made- -tG-visit the cemetexy at Bi tsburg. 
I want you to know that many _a_greed with y_our visit and this article 
expresses my feelings exactly. We need to forgive, move on, and con
tinue to work for peace. We cannot do it by dwelling on the past. 

May our Heavenly Father continue to bless you and give you inspiration 
and direction in the many great and important decisions you have to make 
for the good and betterment of this great nation. 

SincerelJ ~ _/A! / j 
/cX~/~;:.q~~~ 

George w. Gwillism, Mayor 
Baker City 
Baker, Or. 97814 
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Ms. Patricia Silversmith 
Apartment 402 
564 Sarah Lane 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 

Dear Ms. Silversmith: 

United Stat('S Dq1artm1·nt of :;tatt' 

Washington, /J.C. 20:i20 

June 28, 1985 

I am replying to your May 23 letter to President Reagan 
regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of Germany. 

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed 
in the name of the German state before and during World War 
II, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary 
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 a nnivers ary 
of the liberation of that camp and ag ain during his own 
visit, "There can and should be no absolution." 

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our 
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we 
must not reject oppo rtunitie s for reconciliation. In this 
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the 
invitation, to visit a Germa n military cemetery in Bitburg. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has 
faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past. 
It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, includ ing 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in 
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses 
members of both the U.S . and German Air Forces. 

It is important to demonstrate, pa rticularly to the 
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to 
hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider 
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of 
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes. 
Rather, it was an acknowJedgment of the democratic society 
the German people have built. He considered t his to be a 
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and 
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heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of 
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives 
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

~~-r1:~~~ 
Adting Assistant Secretary 

for Public Affairs 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 20515 

.J OE BARTON 

SIXTH DISTRICT 

TEXAS June 17, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to bring to your attention a letter that I 
received from one of my constituents which I feel expresses the 
sentiments of a great number of Arnerica's veterans regarding your 
recent trip to Bitburg. 

I feel that Mr. Dorsey's moving letter is an apt reflection of 
the true spirit of .American patriotism and goodwill that have 
helped to make this country the leader of the free world. I also 
believe that Mr. Dorsey speaks for a silent majority of America's 
veterans in his support of your efforts to strengthen the ties of 
friendship between ourselves and our allies in the Federal Republic 
of Gennany. 

I pledge my continued support in our efforts to build a better 
future for ourselves and our children. With kindest regards, I am 

~~L 
Joe Barton 
Member of Congress 

JB/bb 
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April 22, 1985 

Congressman Joe Barton 
1017 Longworth Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Barton: 

Thank you for responding to my letter concerning the problems 
that my mother has had with the Veterans Administration and your 
offer to help. I regret that I did not indicate that I felt that 
I could remedy the situation and that the purpose of my letter, to 
you was to call to your attention the callousness of many of the 
Veterans Administration employees and their lack of concern for 
the veterans and veteran's widows that they were empJeyed to serve. 

As a veteran of World War II with five campaign stars and an 
arrowhead on my ETO ribbon indicating that I landed on an un~ 
secured beachhead at H-hour plus two, I am very concerned about 
the unqualified endorsement of the Veterans Administration by the 
.American Legion, an organization that I have belonged to as far 
back as I can remember having enough money to join. This organiza
tion does not represent the thinking of my WWII friends and com
rads. 

I have sent my membership card back to National Commander Clarence 
M. Bacon in protest and I think you should be aware that the 'Ameri
can Legion represents and speaks only for the politically active 
hierarchy of an organization which represents a very small per
centage of the WW II veterans. Most of us only have used the 
organization for communications and information concerning our 
organization reunions. 

I think that you should be aware that those of us that I have been 
in communication with who were in the North African, 3icilian, 
Italian, and Eb.ropean operations strongly support President Rea
gan in his efforts to heal the breach bylaying a wreath at a Ger
man cemetary. I think that most of us were aware at the time that 
the ordinary German soldier was only fighting for his homeland as 
we were, 

In the very first days of 1945 our very small unit was in control 
of a mountain pass in' the vicinity of Ste. Marie Aux. Mines while 
we were in support o:t_ tb-e 2.DQ. .. _f~~nch Corps in the Colmar Pocket. 
There was a small German 6emetary in the pass -containing the kids 
that had defended the pass before we came. As an immature 21 year 
old sergeant, I looked at the head stones but could not see German 
soldiers but only the faces of boys like Smith, Tolbert, Ahlers, 
the kid whose name we didn't even get to know, and my buddy, Mc 
Donald. As I look at the picture of the cemetary today I cry on 
the inside almost as much for them as I do for Mac. You never get 
over it. Hobnail boots sticking out of a pile of rubble haunt you . 
just as much as burned stubs of legs on _ he pedd es of a burned. out 
Sherman, 

TX 75165 



JOE BARTON 
6TH DISTRICT, TEXAS 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

SUBCOMMITTEES; 

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATIONS 

ENERGY RESEARCH AND PRODUCTION 

SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATIONS 

Mr. Harold B. Dorsey 
1605 Ferris 

~ongress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
J!,oust of Rtprtsrntatibrs 

Masbtngton, 1.IB<IC 20515 
June 7, 1985 

Waxahachie, Texas 75165 

Dear Mr. Dorsey: 

101 7 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2002 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

WATER ANO POWER RESOURCES 

ENERGY ANO THE ENVIRONMENT 

Thank you for your ver:y rroving letter in which you 
on a nurnber of issues important to America's veterans. 
your taking the time to share your thoughts with rre. 

expressed your views 
I sincerely· appreciate 

I share your belief that President Reagan was correct in participating in 
the rremorial ceremony at Bitburg. I feel that the Federal Republic of Germany 
is one of our closest allies, and that it is time to let old wounds heal and 
begin strengthening our bonds of friendship. 

I, too, believe that many veterans organizations do not always speak for 
the majority opinions of the average veteran in my district. I trust that I 
can continue to count on your input as Congress considers issues of interest 
to veterans, to supplement the input I receive from the official spokesmen for 
the various veterans groups. 

Once again, thank you for writing. I look forward to hearing from you in 
the future. 

JB/bb 

BRYAN OFFICE: 

P.O. Box 4802 
BRYAN, TX 77805 
(409) 84 6-19 85 
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Yoe Barton 

LM~mber of Congress 
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FORT WORTH OFFICE: 

3509 HULEN # 110 
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