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William J. Dennebaum
P.0.Box 728

K Lake Placid
New York 12946

8 May 1985

The President of The United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Mr. President,

Your visit to the German War Cemetery at Bitburg, Germany was, in
the face of pressure and protest from the press and various groups,
an act of courage. It was also great and responsible statesmanship.

During a reunion of the 36th."Texas" Infantry Division in Italy 1last
October, an old combat buddy and I laid a wreath at the U.S. War
Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy as representatives of the Military Order
of The Purple Heart. On our left, during that memorable ceremony,
also laying a wreath honoring our war dead were representatives of
the 26th. Panzer Grenadier Division - men we had fought against forty
years ago. We had also honored, in the same way, their war dead at
the German War Cemetery in Cassino a few days earlier.

This, after forty years, is the way it should be with friends and
allies. None of the Veterans at those War Cemeteries in Italy,
German or American, had forgotten the war nor the lessons it had
taught. The war we had put behind us - where it belongs. The lessons
learned were in evidence at those War Cemeteries in Italy.

Mr. President, you have the everlasting gratitude of this combat
veteran and ex-Prisoner of War(captured, by the way, by the Waffen
SS - and well treated)for your actions at Bitburg. I hope that the
deep meaning of your visit is understood and appreciated by all
Americans.

Bravo, Mr. President, and thanks.

Very Truly Yours,






ARETE ACTIVITIES, INC. e 101 St. Marks Place ® New York, N.Y. 10009 e (212) 777-7856
viay 5, 1985 ~
The fresident

The dhite ilouse
Jashington, D.C. 20500

RE:SUPTORT FROM A HOLOCAUST SURVIVCR Y

Dear lir. Fresident:

a survivor of the Holocaust I ~~nd you my heartfelt support.
applaud both your speeches at B3 en 3Belsen and at Bitsburg., T
also take this occassion to supno.. your domestic policies and
yor foreign policy, especially as regards the "fire next door"
in #icaragua.

A
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I was born in 1929 in Jarsaw, IToland into a Jewish familv.Ta 1939 we
fled the Nazis and, after two yvears in the Balkans, found our

way to what was then the 3ritish mandate of Falestine. My father
served in the Allied forces; after the war, with our native

land falling into the hands of the Communists, we came to this

country in 1947.

Anyone who has studied the history of the United States knows
how abused, how criticized, how misunderstood were our greatest
leaders, your predecessors in the dhite House.

Remember the scorn heaped on Thomas Jefferson for the Lousiana
Purchase? Remember the abuse neaped on Abraham Lincoln, #Joodrow
Wilson, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Harry Truman? And now they
are hailed as giants, as the great Fresidents - as vou shall be
in years and centuries to come.

God bless you and keep you, wr. FPresident. Remember, in moments
of fatigue or doubt, in your many and difficult labors, what the
Bible sa¥Vs:" A prophet without honor in his own country..."Future
Zenerations will pay hor .ge %to your labors, yonr policies and
your noble words. Flease accept this humble hor .ge from a natu-
ralized citizen who is proud to be an American, and happy that

he voted for you both in 1980 and 1984. And were it not for the
22nd Amendment to the Constitution I would be proud and happy

to vote for you again in 1922,

To ovr First Fublic Servant future generations of Americans will
repeat the words of the Bible,"iJell done, thou good and faithful
servant."

[ 'L ~~~~~~~~~ ~
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%f OCeddy’s Provisions

TEDEUSZ DZIEKANOWSKI
Homemade Balogna

REAR OF 219 FERRY STREET
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07105

May 3, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing primarily to extend my best wishes to you
and to inform you I support you wholeheartedly. I know you
to be a great man and a champion of liberty and freedom and I
wish your continued success in this outstanding endeavor.

I want you to know that we support you in your upcoming
European journey and wish you Godspeed and a good trip. Like-
wise, I support you in your Nicaraguan policy and wish you well
and success in that area also.

/ I am enclosing a photograph of my late mother who perished

. in Auschwitz and a certification of myself as a liberated person

, from the concentration camp -at Mauthausen-Gusen. Even as a
‘prior victim of the concentration camps and the loss of my
beloved mother I still support your trip to Germany and specif-
ically the Bitburg cemetery. I recognize this as a necessity
for our beloved United States and I hold no ill feelings and
grudges. As has been stated forgive and forget.

I have been very successful in this great country of ours
and love it very much. God bless you.

~ laueuss wientewa-Dziekanowski









POLISH UNION MUNICH, THE.. &5 5 e 1 2.7
OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS
OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS
MUNICH
PIENZENAUER 1S
TE. dost

Giowi Xt “Wiretkuyor poltycls 1 eareisw
mmym Palakow preez nlamisck! neha terodows

cny
Monachium
~ CERTIFICATE
Main Werification
for Poles Poliicaly Pe
by.Genman National
Munich ) -
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
h We certify herewith that Mr.Dziekanowski

Tadeusz,burn on the 29.5.1916 at Rogmro /Poland/,is
verified by our Muln Verification Commission for Poles
under “the number 3795 and he is known as & ex—prisuvaes
et She German Consentration Canp.

Mr.Dzickanowski Tadeusz was in the German
-¢-Loncentration Camp :lzuthausen - Gusen I from 13.I.43.
< till 5.5.1945,

Zaswiadczenie z 1947 roku wydane przez Polski Zwigzek Wiezniéw Politycz-
nych Niemieckich Obozéw KXoncentracyjnych — Oddzial w Monachium,
stwierdzajice pobyt Tadeusza Dziekanowskiego w obozie Mauthausen-Gusen
w okresie od stycznia 1943 roku do 5 maja 1945 roku, czyli do dnia wyzwo~
lenia obozu przez Amerykandw.

Tak wiec ludzie ktérzy uwolnili bohatera tej ksiazki z hitlexjdwsk’iej' niewoli,
przybyli z kraju, ktéry dla Tadeusza Dziekanowskiego mial si¢ staé niebawem
druga ojczyzna.
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June L, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington D,C, 20500
Dear President Reagan:

Please accepvt my resnect . for vour courare
and integritv for withstanding the multitudes
of pressures that came vour wav as a resnlt of
vour nlanned visit tn Bitburg military cemetery
in Germany. The criticisims and vressures by
both houses of Congress as well as by protesters
of veterans, Jewish and other organizations was
unwarranted and must have been verv aggravating,

I congratulate vou, Mr, President, for
keeping vour commitment to West German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl., I am glad we bhave a President who
savs what he means and means what he says,

Sincerely, |
frmA N Mg
Amel N, Georpe, President
' National Federation of

Syrian-Lehanese-American
Clubs









e

-

~—

The
Menninger
. . Foundation

June 3, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We follow your moves and thoughts on television. I know
you try your best to decide what you think is the right choice.
I disagree with many of your decisions and with your hostile
feelings toward Russia.

You recently visited a prison site in Germany. Forty
years ago I visited the Buchenwald prison with four other doctors
of the American Army Medical Corps. No one could forget what we
saw. It was a terrible, terrible, terrible place, expressing
human cruelty and depravity beyond ordinary imagination. I don't
understand how the German people could have been even temporarily
so irrational. But their leader thought he was doing "right"
until he finally killed himself. While he lived and talked, they
listened to him hopefully. They have been repenting and recovering
ever since then.

I am opposed to all forms of shooting, blasting, bombing,
torturing, and other military machine killing. I don't consider
them a nation's defense or an index of national strength, only of
destructive power, which is ultimately self-destructive.

Since

Karl

KM/rsj

Box 829
Topeka, KS 66601

913 273 7500
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June 10, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is a letter and poem I' =
received from Mrs. Ilse Sheiman, one of
my constituents in Connecticut s first
Congressional District. Mrs. Sheiman's
husband was a Buchenwald survivor who later
took his own 1life.

As you can see, Mrs. S! iman was deeply
disturbed by your visit to Bitburg Cemetery.
I t »ught you might like the opportunity to
respond to her concern about your visit.

Sincerely,

BBK:au
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 26, 1985

Dear Congressman Volkmer:

M.B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs, asked me to respond to your June 11, 1985 letter
on behalf of a constituent requesting information about
the cost of the President's recent trip to Germany.

The cost of that trip was paid from funds of the State
Department, and accordingly, I am unable to provide the
information you requested.

Please thank your constituent for his interest in the
President.

incerely,

Christopher Hicks
Deputy Assistant

to the President
for Administration

The Honorable Harold I.. Volkmer
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



June 17, 1985

Dear Harold:

Thank you for vour June 11 letter
requesting informzstion regarding the cost
cf the President's trip to Europe.

het this correspondsnce
he appropriate

“icials in order that

¥ may receive further attention.

5 =
has been relaved
Adminis
your ingui

. B. Oglesby, Jr.
hssistant to the President

The Honorable Harolgd L. Volkmer
aguse of Reprasentatives
Washington, D.C., 20515
MBO:KRJ:MDB :mdb

cc: w/copy of inc to Chris Hicks
- for DIRECT response

WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL

INCOMING



¢ HAROLD L. VOLKMER

9TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
N WmissouRl

1]
2411 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20615
Ny 1202) 225-2956

K3 /6042

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

DISTRICT OFFICES

ROOM 370
EEDERAL BUILDING
HANNIBAL. MO 83401
(314)221-1200

$12 E WALNUT
COLUMBIA, MO 85201

{314) 448-5111

Roose of Representatives
" aemcuirone ADashington, BE 20515

HOUSE COMMIYTEE ON

818 TERRA LANE
PO BOX 219

O'FALLON. MO 63366
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY June 11, 1985 (314) 272-8272
JAMES S SPURLING 122 BOURKE

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MACON. MO 63552

(816} 385-56 15
"LEE VIOREL
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

317 LAFAYETTE

P.O BOX 229
WASHINGTON, MO 63080

{314) 233-4000

Mr. M. B. Oglesby

Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Oglesby: .
I am in receipt of a constituent's inquiry concerning the
cost of President Reagan's recent trip to Europe.

I would appreciate it very much if you would forward this
information to me at your earliest convenience at my office
here in Washington, D.C. If you have any questions, please
contact me by telephoning 225-2956. -

_ “Thanking you in advance for this consideration, I am - -

. Sincerely; - -

_‘ - //@/(/_// -
Harold L. Volkmer
Member of Congress

HLV/ep


















# l Alma B, Sonne isai Ingh councllor in

thie” Whittier - ‘California’ Stake, The fol- .

.lowmg are -excerpts from‘a ‘speech he

‘ gave at the priesthood session: of Wlnm- -

er lst Ward conference

BY AI.MA B. SONNE
'WHITTIER, CALIF.

Iwo Jima is a small LSland located - -

about 700 miles off the coast of Japan.

During World War II, it was a Japanese

stronghold and was cons1dered by many
military experts to be so well fortified
that it couldn’t be conquered. Here, one
of the most decisive battles of the Pacif-
ic was fought between American and
Japanese forces.

The U.S. Marihes landed there on Feb..

19, 1945. The ensuing battle turned out to
be one of the most costly of the war.

- ‘Thlrty-s1x dayslater, 7 000 Marmesv relivin
dead, 23,000 were wounded and onIyI 0" bloo 1‘

Japanese surv1ved

. I'wasarifle platoon leader and landed
"in the‘assault wave on the beach w1th= 45

‘_(")ut'stan‘ding
“ Speeches

-’HI I —

of what I thought were the fmest Ma-

rines. Just 36 days later, I boarded Shlp

with only elght men left.

1 decided to revisit Two Jima for a 40th
anniversary . . .

viceon theisland. . . . However, 1began

commemorative ser-

1.2}
“ what the Lord might want me to do, 1
fasted, prayed and went to the temple.
By domg this, I was able to reafﬁrm my
" decision to go.

" We left Tokyo the morning of Feb. 19

at 4 a.m. When we got to the island, we
stepped off the plane to 4 beautiful sunny
" day with - a calm breeze swaymg the
trees and’ green brush.

In travelmg over the island, I had diffi-

. culty locating the once-familiar areas-of
our operation. The battle-scarred island,
once marred with war dead, guns, tanks
"and bombfcraters and stnpped of vege-
tation .
.as if the battle had never happened.

e, and. at ‘one pomt found |
‘ ision to go had reopened so .

many bad memorjes that I just about
' it. To keep in tune with:

B geant major. .

. presented a pastoral beauty -

On the day of our VlSlt ‘atough ser-
. said, with tears stream-
ing down his’ cheeks “God certainly must
have been wearing. His_dress-blues for

- this day.” We were all touched by the.

events-of that-day, as if the Lord had_

“planned it especially for us.

- As I stood at the top of Suribachi vol-
cano, I felt the quietude of the island. An
overpowering feehng came over me, ac-
companied by an inner peace and a se--
renity that matched the peaceful island.
It was as.if the Lord was trying to say,
“The battle is over. I have cleansed this
island and washed it of its battle scars.
Now you must put aside the bad memo-
ries of the battle, for they, too, must be

" erased to put your mind to rest.”

I left the island with a serenity that
had finally been found after 40 years of -
mental anguish.
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S/S # 8518150

DATE 1 JUL 1985
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane

National Security Council

The White House
REFERENCE:

TO: President Reagan FROM: Ms. Patricia Silversmith

DATE: May 23, 1985 SUBJECT: The President's

trip to the FRG

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: June 20, 1985 NSC # 316369

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other

REMARKS :

oy

Nicholas Platt
¥ecutive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)







United States Pepartinent of =tate

Washington, D.C. 206520

June 28, 1985

Ms., Patricia Silversmith
Apartment 402

564 Sarah Lane

St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Dear Ms. Silversmith:

I am replying to your May 23 letter to President Reagan
regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of Germany.

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
in the name of the German state before and during World War
ITI, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 anniversary
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own
visit, "There can and should be no absolution."

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we
must not reject opportunities for reconciliation. 1In this
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has
faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.
It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces.

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to
hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes.
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and



heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

D 7:’ .

/ /%,/ @£,
Robert M. Smalley '

Agting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OF FICE

REFERRAL
JUNE 20, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 316369 |

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MAY 23, 1985

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HONORABLE PATRICIA SILVERSMITH

APARTMENT 402
564 SARAH LANE
ST. LOUIS MO 63141

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO BITBURG

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESTIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE















April 22, 1985

Congressman Joe Barton
1017 Longworth Building
Washington, D. C. 20515 }

Dear Congressman Barton:

Thank you for responding to my letter concerning the problems
that my mother has had with the Veterans Administration and your
offer to help. I regret that I did not 1ndlcate that I felt that
I could remedy the situation and that the purpose of my letter to
you was to call to your attention the callousness of many of the
Veterans Administration employees and their lack of concern for
the veterans and veteran's widows that they were empleyed to serve.

As a veteran of World War II with five campailgn stars and an
arrowhead on my ETO ribbon indicating that I landed on an un-
secured beachhead at H-hour plus two, I am very concerned about

the unqualified endorsement of the Veterans Administration by the
American legion, an organization that I have belonged to as far
back as I can remember having enough money to join. This organiza-
tion does not represent the thinking of my WWII friends and com-
rads.

I have sent my membership card back to National Commander Clarence
M. Bacon in protest and I think you should be aware that the Ameri-
can Legion represents and speaks only for the politically active
hierarchy of an organization which represents a very small per-
centage of the WW II veterans. Most of us only have used the
organization for communications and information concernlng our
organlzatlon reunions.

I think that you should be aware that those of us that I have been
in communication with who were in the North African, Sicilian,
Italian, and HEaropean operations strongly support President Rea-
gan in his efforts to heal the breach bylaying a wreath at a Ger-
man cemetary. I think that most of us were aware at the time that
the ordinary German soldier was only fighting for his homeland as
we were,

In the very first days of 1945 our very small unit was in control
of a mountain pass in"the vicinity of Ste. Marie Aux Mines while
we were in support. of the 2nd.French Corps in the Colmar Pocket.
There was a small German Eemetary in the pass containing the kids
that had defended the pass before we came, As an immature 21 year
old sergeant, I looked at the head stones but could not see German
soldiers but only the faces of boys like Smith, Tolbert, Ahlers,
the kid whose name we didn't even get to know, and my buddy, Mc
Donald. As I look at the picture of the cemetary today I cry on

the inside almost as much for them as I do for Mac. You never get
over i1t. Hobnail boots sticking out of a pile of rubble haunt you.
just as much as burned stubs of legs on _the peddles of a burned out

Sherman,

Harold B. DoRgey
1605 Ferris, xahachie, TX 75165
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— 6TH DISTRICT, TEXAS

COMMITTEE ON
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SUBCOMMITTEES:
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATIONS
ENERGY RESEARCH AND PRODUCTION
SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATIONS

1017 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
- (202) 225-2002

COMMITTEE ON
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Congress of the United States
PHouse of Representatives

Washington, BL 20515
June 7, 1985

Mr. Harold B. Dorsey

1605 Ferris
Waxahachie, Texas

Dear Mr. Dorsey:

75165

Thank you for your very moving letter in which you expressed your views

on a number of issues important to America's veterans.

your taking the time to share your thoughts with me.

I sincerely appreciate

I share your belief that President Reagan was correct in participating in
the memorial ceremony at Bitburg.
is one of our closest allies, and that it is time to let old wounds heal and

begin strengthening our bonds of friendship.

I feel that the Federal Republic of Germany

I, too, believe that many veterans organizations do not always speak for

the majority opinions of the average veteran in my district.

I trust that I

can continue to count on your input as Congress considers issues of interest
to veterans, to supplement the input I receive from the official spokesmen for
the various veterans groups.

Once again, thank you for writing.

the future.
6e Barton
ember of Congress
JB/bb
BRYAN OFFICE: CONROE OFFICE: ENNIS OFFICE:
P.O. Box 4802 INTERFIRST TOWER, SuiTe 507 INTERFIAST BANK, SuiTe 101

Bavan, TX 77805
(409) 846-1985

300 WesT Davis
CoNROE, TX 77301
(409) 760-2291

303 WEST KNOX
Ennis, TX 75119
(214) 875-8488

I look forward to hearing from you in

FORT WORTH OFFICE:
3509 HuLeN # 110
FORT WoRTH, TX 76107
(817)737-7737





