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May 20, 1985 

Dear Mr. Schmidt: 

I hone you won•_t mind my; answering your 
~ tter to Don Regan. He showed me your 
le ter to the New York T.1mes ana :t wanted 
o thank you personally for both your 

letter to the Tunes and for sending it 
on to us. ~ ~ 

During and since m trip to Bit urcr I've 
heard a number of stories having to do 
with i.neidents that reveal as yours does 
that humanitarian instincts are not limited 
to one side in war. Such stories only add 
to my belief that we can build a per:c.;anent 
peace and I'm going to keep on trying. 

Thanks again and give my regards to your 
sons. 

Sincerely, 

Mr . Werner A. Schmidt 
9 John Jay Place 
Rye, New York 10580 
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May 9, 1985 

@£2£ ~ 

WERNER A. SCHMIDT, M. D., M.A. 
9 JOHN JAY PL ACE 

RYE, NEW YO RK 10 580 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsy lvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Sir: 

When I heard the President's speech at the 
Bitburg Air Base in which he referred to the 
meeting of three American and four German 
soldiers in the farm cottage within the Western 
Front on Christmas 1944, I thought that the event 
I described in the enclosed copy of a letter to 
the New York Times might also be of interest to 
the American public. 

WAS:hv 

1 Encl. 



WERNER A. SCHMIDT M. D .. M.A. 
9 JOHN JAY PLACE 

RYE, NEW YORK 105 80 

The New York Times Co. 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, NY 10036 May 6, 1985 

Re.: President Reagan's Visit to the Bitburg Cemetery 

Gentlemen: 

In 1942, at the age of 17, I was a highschool student in 
Gelsenkirchen, Germany. One Sunday morning the upper 
classes of my school were ordered to appear at the Town
hall where SS officers selected those students they wanted 
to have for the Waffen SS, an elite unit of the armed 
forces, contrary to the SD (Sicherheitsdienst) also a sub
unit of the SS responsible for the concentration camps. 
None of us had a chance to avoid this selection process. 
Fortunately I already was a candidate for the medical 
corps of the Navy and could go home. By 1944, I had be
come a medic in a German infantry division retreating 
from the invasion front in Normandy. The division was 
flanked by two SS divisions with many b r ave young soldiers. 
I was assigned to a field hospital where all wounded 
soldiers were treated. One day a long line of soldiers 
was waiting for treatment, among them members of the SS 
divisions. When a badly burned American tank crew, just 
captured, was brought in I then saw the young SS soldiers 
giving up their places in line so that the Americans could 
receive immediate treatment. 

This was the reality of the war in France in 1944. A few 
days later I was captured by partisans. Fortunately, 
American soldiers were around within a few minutes and 
saved our lives. With all this in mind, I feel that 
President Reagan is absolutely right by going to Bitburg, 
and stretching out his hand for further reconciliation 
and the building of a safe and peaceful Europe. 

I have been living in the U.S. for 22 years. Both of my 
sons are members of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Sincerely yours, 



May 20 , 1985 

Dear Mr . Davis: 

Tha.~k you ver y much for writing as you did. 
I ' m truly grateful. 

You are ri ht about the 11 absolut.e moral evil 
of Naz1sm 11 and that we should not forget. What 
struck me fo,rci bly in Germany and gave assur
ance that what I was doing was right was the 
evidence that Germany is deter~ined not to 
forget. They have preserved t.lie death camps 
with all the evidence of the Holocaust horror . 
Each year they bring their schoolchildren to 
these camps so they will grow up deteri-~ined 
there wil l not be a. repeat of that obscene 
chapter in their country's history. 

1 
I have encl o. sed copies of :my speeches at 

\ Be£,g.en-Bolsen and later that day at Bitbur 
where our Airmen are based with Germans on 
the NATO line. 

Thank you again for your kindness in writing 
and for understanding . 

Sinc~rely, 

Mr. Curtis W. Davis 
290 West End Avenue 
New Yor k, New York 10023 
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f CURTIS W.DAVIS 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

290 WEST END AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10023 (212) EN 2-1656 

May 10, 1985 

After thinking over what I saw on television this week, I have changed my mind 
about your visit to Bitburg. I had considered it a profound mistake. I now 
think that your visit taught us much, although the venue chosen by your staff 
was less than felicitous. You have honored a wreath laid in a cemetery where 
S. S. graves abound, and many have mourned your act. 

Leaders perform symbolic acts throughout their stewardship. When Napoleon 
took the crown into his own hands at his Coronation and placed it on his own 
head, he may have elated the French, but he caused Beethoven to tear up the 
dedication of his "Eroica" symphony. When Anwar Sadat went to the Knesset he 
won the admiration of Golda Meir, and sowed the seeds of his later demise. 
I remember Franklin Roosevelt, campaigning bareheaded through the rainy streets 
of New York, in 1944 still carrying the banner of the happy warrior, with only 
months to live. 

The evil deeds of the past cannot be eradicated, but with persistence and faith, 
hate can. I turned 17 just a month after V-E Day, and was expecting to be 
drafted in six months. Most Americans have forgotten that we were taking young 
men into the service then at 17-1/2. Instead, right after V-J Day, the draft 
age went back up to 18, and was then abolished, until Korea. I finally went in 
then, already into a career at 22, and was sent to Germany, where the evidences 
of war remained present everywhere: a tentative coexistence had only just begun. 

Among the young Germans I met then, the most persistent question was "What will 
you think of us now?" In my liberal family tradition, I tried to reassure them, 
but in my heart I had no ready answers. I have thought about that question 
often these past decades, and while watching you and General Ridgway on tv I 
found some answers, at least for me. The absolute moral evil of Nazism and the 
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Holocaust is as unthinkable as it is unforgiveable, but to bury the past does not 
mean to forget it. Adolf Hitler, that feckless Austrian watercolorist who made 
his dream to become a third Kaiser, burned in upon our memory, at incalculable 
human cost, the knowledge that hate and prejudice, married to greed and brutality, 
and allowed to fester for a century, can threaten human survival, especially when 
rallied around a charismatic leader. The German nation was not yet a century old 
when Hitler took it, shook it, and left it broken in half. Centuries from now 
Germans will still bear the scar which their forebears so eagerly sought, prostrate 
before "Der Fuehrer," as if in some collective Manson or Jones cult, a frenzy 
beyond reason. 

That past is now 40 years behind us. As we saw, it lies buried at Bitburg, as it 
does under the Berlin Wall. We continue to move on, as we have every day since 
V-E Day, vigilant and hopeful. To equate that movement with forgetfulness is 
false, I believe. Indeed the lesson of your action is of another order altogether. 

"With malice toward none" was Lincoln's last message 120 years ago. How truly 
unthinkable those words must have sounded to many at the time, with that war not 
yet over which pitted brother against brother. How heavily Lincoln paid for them. 
Your words and deeds have reminded us all, vividly and painfully, how passionate 
are the feelings which remain in our hearts, how unquenchable the memories, how 
unhealed the wounds. It has been a useful, a necessary lesson. The consequences 
for your stewardship remain ahead of you. Yet you have made us all examine our
selves deeply, and for that we are in your debt. 



M:ay 20, 1985 

Dear .Mr.. Purce ll : 

I can ' t tell you how much your letters meant 
t o me and I thank you from the bottom o f my 
heart . · 

I read your words ab.ollt your soa m,i.m__and., the~ 
_o.rcheatr~s re.act.Lon to some of my r,eoJ?+e h~re 

·,n the White House~ I had difficulty getting 
through it because o f the lump in my throat 
and the tears in my eyes .. ( M , ~(.,( u iij ) 
Please thank Tim for me and ask liira to give 
my warm regards to ~~e other members of the 
orchestra. We a r e friends . 

Si ncerely, 

Mr .. Thomas J. Purcell 
604 Oakland Pl ace, N. E. 
Austit1,. Minnesota. 55912 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D .. C.. 20.500 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 7, 1985 

, As you could guess from my previous letter of support to you 
1 in mid-April about your then planned visit to the German 

Military Cemetary in Bitburg, I was very physically and emotionally 
I involved with the trial that some Americans put you through. 

I wish there would have been some way for me to absorb a lot 
of the flack that was hurled your way from people who could 
not grasp the message you were trying to give the German people 
from the. American people. 11 It"s over! Let us shed our tears 
together for our fallen sons. rt. 

I was extremely proud of your speech at the American military 
installation at Bitburg and I shall keep it for as long as I 
live. 

A few things happened to me in the last few weeks that I thought 
you might find interesting, and the incidents would serve as 
some evidence that a large group of American combat veterans 
were behind you. 

The word got out here that I had written you a letter agreeing 
with your visit to Bitburg .. I seemed to be, at that time, stand
ing pretty much alone, and the local Commandant of the VFW and 
the leaders of the local American Legion unit took me to task. 
It really got me down until I started hearing, one by one, from 
combat veterans throughout our Southern Minnesota area. 

A paratrooper who made a number of combat jumps and during his 
last jump beyond the Rhine and behind enemy lines was severely 
wounded at Halturn told me, "Tom, they werentt all SS. They 
weren't all Nazis. They were guys just like you and me. I 
am sorry so many of them had to die.". That was pretty typical 
of the reactions I got. 



The MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE ran some excerpts of my 
letter to you and also some additional thoughts that I gave 
them and that produced a few very hateful, almost maniacal 
letters that were very upsetting, but Mr. President, I 
received more. letters from veterans who agreed. One Finlander 
from the Iron Range who lost most of his jaw in Europe told 
me, "I really feel sorry that the Jewish people are so upset, 
but I think I can understand their position. I wish they 
understood my position that I am ready to say, rrt's over! I 
wish we could have all come through it alive.'". 

Finally, I have a very special son who plays French Hor.n in 
the Opera Orchestra at the Graz Opera House in AustriaQ He is 
one of two Americans in the orchestra and the international 
ensemble features dancers, singers, musicians from all over the 
world, but most of them are Austrians and Germans. He just 

\ called me from ov. erseas a minute ago, and I was so touched that 
\\\ I had to write and tell you what happened in Graz when you gave 
\~your speech_ at the American Military Base in Bitburg. 

He knew exactly how I felt because I sent him a copy of the 
letter I sent to you April 15th. He was trying to assure many 
of the Austrians and Germans that not everybody in the United 
States still hated them and that you, Mr. President, represented 
many Americans in wanting a true reconciliation to bring a final 
end to that old war. Tim told me that they felt that despite your 
stand, most of the American people still hated them and they 
wondered how long they would have to be held guilty for things 
that they didn't know anything about, or that they had not been 
born yet, they were considered by most Americans to be part of 
the Nazi madness. 

Tim asked me, "Dad, did you hear President Reagan's speech at 
Bitburg?'t I replied that I hadn't, because the networks had 
only chosen bits and pieces, but I had read it and I was going 
to keep it. 

1'Let me tell you what happened here." 

Apparently, Mr. President, the Austrian national network had 
made plans to carry your speech in its entiretyo And it was 
the number one topic of conversation for a number of days before 



that. There was great anxiety, concern and an atmosphere 
of great tension and, as Tim put it, "They had almost a 
pleading hope that the President would say something that 
readmitted them to the ranks of the rest of the decent and 
honest people of the world." 

Television sets were brought into the rehearsal hall to let 
the group see and hear your speech. The orchestra assembled 
in the hall and Tim said he had never seen nor heard that 
group so quiet and reserved. 

Prior to your speech, they showed the scene at the cemetary 
where General Ridgway shook hands with General Steinhoff. A 
number of the older members of the orchestra, who were veterans 
of the war, broke down and cried. 

Then they started the live broadcast of your speech, and as 
your talk unfolded, the eyes of the German and Austrian members 
of the orchestra began to glisten and by the time you ended, 
Tim said, the rehearsal hall was filled with tears of joy. 

One old musician said, "God bless that good man. Now I can die 
in peace .. 11

• 

./' 

God bless you Sir, you are a good man/ ,, 

ly, 

u.0-((_. 
as J. Purcell 
Oakland Place NE 

Austin, MN 55912 

P.S. Tim said it was impossible to conduct a rehearsal. The 
joy of reconciliation had filled their hearts and emotions 
were running very high. Tim said he was very proud to be an 
American. He said, "There is a special kind of heart in this 
world, an American heart.". 



May 20, .19 85 

Dear Monsignor Horan: 

Thank you ve.xy much for your kind letter and 
generous wor ds . I am truly qrat~ful and 
i:mrticularly so for zour, am;?_roval of my 
recent visit to West Germany. I felt from 
the start that I was doing the morally right 
thing, and feel that oven more so now that 
the trip is over. Your letter strengthens my 
con,,.iction .. 

May I also thank you and your associates for 
the great, good work you are doing. I'll do 
my best to keep the nsafety net" in place but 
government. efforts are useless without the 
voluntarism of all our citizens. 

My thanks again and v~ry best regards. 

Sincerely, 

'l'he i{everend Monsignor Kenneth T. Horan 
Diocesan Direct.or 
Catholic Social Services 
Diocese of Scranton 
400 Wyoming Avenue 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503 

RR:AVH:NM :SEV:pps 

RR Dict ati on (Sample) 

(!00 11
/ J 

? J+tJ() / 
fl~ al~ 
r1jt ) ()C ~ 

l ' /lJr) . 
,. Ii~ t, :._p 

f))__ / 1~'.12 

•vmtm;m 



9: Rw,, ~ . t<-x 1,-, 'T. l:f .,.,..,.,___ 'f t!JO W ~ Cl,,-( • 

-4~ Po.... 1.P.s-03 

~'Rw-.;/.~ 
. 9'-~~~~f-'.~~~ 
~~ ~. ~~~~~~ 
~ ~~ ~ «<:~~~ ~w.~ . 
. l ~:t: ~~ ~~~~~~A-¼ 

' ' ~~~~~~~~ 
~-~~~~ ~,r~~ 

~ ~. -· 

~ ~ o-!l•~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ 
- ;t-4J. ~,.,r ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ µ --~ ~ 
~_..ta..~~,~.~~,..~~~~~~. 

~ ~ ~--.. S>,~ ..ta ~ ~ - ~ 
r~~~- .. 
~~~~~~~' 

_.,P~ Rn.._ ... 



MOST REV. JAMES C. TIMLIN, D .D . 
PRESIDENT 

REV. MSGR . KENNETH T. HORAN. M.S.W . 
DIOCESAN DIRECTOR 

May 10, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20013 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 
OF 

LACKAWANNA COUNTY 

400 WYOMING A VENUE 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503 
(717) 346-8936 

I was very pleased and happy with the results of the 1984 election 
which served as a confirmation of the peoples' acceptance and 
approval of you personally and t he policies you espouse. 

I have long been concerned with the defense preparedness of our great 
country and the liberality of the Democratic office holders who seek 
to usurp from the people the obligation of solving problems at the 
local level. 

What prompts me to write at this time is the sad events which have 
taken place in the last three weeks by an unforgiving group who 
seek only to promote their own heritage and opinion. 

I was very proud of you and the manner in which you handled these 
difficulties by refusing to submit to their attempted direction of 
your travel plans. Your m~ssage giv en at Bitburg certainly underscored 
our Christian attitude of forgiveness and hopefully will serve, when 
things are calmer, for your opponents to put things in perspective. 

Although there are some hardships being caused by your present 
policies, nevertheless, I see the need for the hard decisions you are 
making. Our office, which is dedicated to the care of the poor, is 
doing its best to support your efforts and making certain that your 
"safety net" is in place. So far, Thanks be to God and the programs 
you have made available, no one in our eleven county area has 
starved to death or frozen to death. 



President Ronald Reagan 
May 10, 1985 
Page 2 

Please continue your efforts on behalf of the good of the country 
and be assured that we at the local level are proud to be your 
supporter. 

Asking God's blessings on you, I remain, 

KTH/hwo 

Sincerely, 

~ \ ~ , \~_j 
Rev. Msgr. Kenneth T.Horan 
Diocesan Director 



,. ..,.-........... 



May 20, 1985 

Dear Barney: 

Thanks very much for all your encour agi ng 
words an £or all the history . I especially 
liked~ Biat nfgli-level inspect:1.on and watering 
down of the dragon's teeth. 

Barney ., I felt from t..lie start that I was doing 
the morally right thing , and I'm even more sure 
now. I 've received some of the most moving· 
letters -- some of the other kind, too, -- they 
are fro:m veterans with stories to tell that 
put a lump in your throat . They think I did 
the right thing, too. 

I'm enclosing copies of my speeches -- the 
morning talk at.....Berg.e~-n~ l~en a~ the afternoon 
one at Bitbu q Air Force Base . 

Than.lts again and best. -to Vada . 

Sincerely, 

Colonel Bar1:1ey Oldfield, USAF, Ret.. 
360 Nor~"i crescent Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 
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[8 Litton 

Col. Barney Oldfield, USAF (Rel) 
(Consultant ) 

Dear President Ron: 

360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, California 9021 0 213 859-5905 

May 5, 19 85 

How fantastic it was to see the escorts chosen 
for Chancellor Kohl and yourself at Bitburg , two gentlemen 
I've known and respected -- with good reason -- for a long, 
long time. Luftwaffe General Johannes Steinhoff was the 
one selected by the new Federal Republic of Germany on 
Oct. 1, 19!:)5 to "walk the plank" when he came in civilian 
c l othes as MR. Steinhoff to Luke Air Force Base in Arizona 
to check out how it would work if h i s country elected t o 
train the sons and grandsons of the old enemy there in t h e 
American southwest . He ultimately was told and savored 
it very much that the high standing of Luke in the eyes of 
Arizonans was owed more to the Luftwaffe trainees than the 
Americans. That facial disfigurement has reconciliation 
written on it, too. When his jet blew up, his whole face 
was burned away to the bone and it was a British Royal Air 
Force flight surgeon who rebuilt for him the face he wears 
today. When we brought our Cactus Starfighter Squadron 
i n to being at Luke, he was the logical selection to be its 
"Commander" and he still is. You may remember his contribut
i on to ou r book s, Those Wonderful Men in the Cactus Star = 
fighter Squ ad r on(see attached) for which you and Chancellor 
Koh l contr i bu ted pre f aces . 

I _ . as R.:_dgwa--, just a head of _-or ma ndy , tha t I h a d 
t o t e ll of wi tnessing the heart a t t ac k o f our airborne t roops 
f ound e r , u c h - lov ed o l d _ aj . Ge_ . :. il 1 iam Carey Lee, which 
t ook hi off the comma nd of _i s ba by , the 101st Air borne 
Di v isio . jus-'- be fcr e_·or ad . _ .:_agwa y sent over from his 
8 2nd Airborne Di is i i o_ a fe.:_s y Br i g . Ge n. a xwell D. 
Tay l o r -'-o -'- a . e t h a t d.:_ is · o_ o __ D- Da y. 

Ah , so .uc _ _ .:_ s tory •as i s t e p wi th you a t t h at 
Bitburg Ce e -'- e r 

Ju s t nor ~ of wh e r e ou we re, vhe n Pr ime Minister 
Chu r ch i ll , a ccompanied by S Ge_ i ll iam H. Simpson, 
Fie ld _a r s h a l __ ontgome ry and Chief o f t h e Imperial General 
Sta f f,Si r Alan Br oo ke , --,as go i ng t o make his first foray 
onto German s o il he vaJ t e d to see the famous "Dragon's 
Tee th '' o f t he Sieg fr i e d Li ne def e n ses. Whe n the entourage 
arriv e d , I was as ked to g ather u p all the war correspondents' 
cameras "for a moment", t h e n t h e y could take all the photos 
they wanted. This was like askin g them to hold still while 
I k nocked out all their teeth with a ballbat , but eventually 
the cameras were stashed. Then the foursome walked in 
among the Dragon's Teeth, unzipped and piddled of Hitler's 
impregnable defenses. The cameramen ran for their equipment 



bu t were too late -- and I'm cursed roundly by the survivors 
still for having robbed the historical record! 

Personally, I think you have outf~anked the fear
and-dreadists. You did the right thing, in a right place, 
a nd because none had been brave enough to take that step 
before, it has to have been the right time. 

To you and Nancy, Vada and 
a couple of extra hurrahs as well. 
own tomorrow, 50 years in lockstep, 
to each other -- and enjoy! 

Always, 

President Ronald Re ag an, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave . , NW 
Washington, - DC 2050 0 

I send our best, and 
We pass a milestone of our 
and we still talk 



May 20, 1385 

Dear Joe and Dorothea: 
~ 

"J.'hanks ve;y .!~Ch f~r our kind letter and for 
the col'UI:ID. I enjoyed r eading it, something 
I rarely have a chance to say about ~The Free 
Press . " 

1•:m en.closing copies of the two speeches I 
made on ris..ay 5. The first was at Bergen-Belson 
concentration ca.'Up . Later in t11.e day, the 
second was at the nitbur Air Base where our 
men o.re based with a Germ.a11 UL"lit . 

Again, thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

K 
Mr. and Mrs. s .. Josiab Penberthy, Jr. 
35560 Heritage Lane 
Farraington, Michigan 48024 
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Reasons for Bitburg.'v~it , · 
buried in ~a~ion's anxiety .. 

~ •: I 

Bitburg Is driving us crazy. President Reagan 
plans to visit a cemetery in that small West 
German town for 20 minutes on Sunday, at the 
suggestion of his host, West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. Suddenly, nothing else about the 
presidential mission to cement political and eco
nomic union with our European allies :seems to 
ma~er. We are In the throes of a national anxiety 
attack. 

Stripped of raw emotional response, anti-Rea- , 
gan cheap shots and easy moralizing, there are 
sound international, political reasons for this pres
idential stopover at the Bitburg cemetery In 1985. 
And the job of any president, in large measure, is 
international politics. ' 

Please remember it was Chancellor ~ohl who 
asked for the cemetery visit. Do you suppose he 
did that our9f res~ct for Nazis, out of disr~pect 
for Jews, out of thoughtlessness, naivete? Hardly. 
Neither do I suppose Reagan agreed for any of 
thOIM! reasons. 

Put aside old hatreds 
J 

Perhaps we forget that' just.as Germans were 
our enemies In World Wars I and II, so were we 
thelr, enemies. Just as we were carefully condi
tioned to think of Germans as unfeeling killers of 
innocent civilians, so were Germans conditioned 
to think of us. We remember the burning of 

· London as an act of barbarism. Germans remem
ber tile firebombing of Dresden as an act of equal 
bartariam. 

Why should they feel otherwise? The German 
people were force-fed even larger doses of wat
time patriotic propaganda than we were. Heaven 
knows! we got our share, and It took effect. 

we· and our allies won that last and most brutal 
of the global wars. In so doing, we killed m~t of a · 
generation of young German men and boys. I don't 
suppose their f amities love us for that. And when 
the war was finished, the allies split the nation 
that had been Germany In two pieces an~ gave half 

· to the USSR as a kind of trophy. I don'tsuppose the 
~an people love us for that, either. ; 

·Forty years after WWII, however, we need to . 
put''aside old hatreds and grudges. We' need the 
Germans and figure they need us. Despite history, 
· which cannot be chanaed, and propaganda. wblc:Jl 
tends to lurk hi dark comers of human minds · 
avoiding the light of reason, West Germany and 
the United States must work co-operatively and 
enthUliastlcally for ow. piutual survival and pros
perity. 

We need never forget 
Chancellor Kohl Is havine a littlP. trouble hold

ing up bis end, convincing voters American mis
siles belong on West German soil, Insinuating war 
again. So he asked President Reagan to pay a brief, 
unceremonious visit to a small cemetery that 
contains the remains of German civilians as well 
as soldiers. It would be a visible symbol to Ger
mans that Americans are no longer insensitive to · 
German humanity. If we want our missiles on 
their soil, perhaps we need to demon~rate we 
understand that they bleed and die In wartime. 1 

We need never forget, write off or otherwise' 
discount the agony of the Jews in the Nazi death 
camps. We need not forgive, certainly not honor, 
those responsible, including SS troopers. German 
voters need some demonstration that America 
recognizes our · mutual, war-bred hatreds have 
been put aside, however, and that we accept the 
mortality, the humanity of German people today. 

That's the only message of the cemet,ery visit. 
That's ,the reconciliation Reagan says Is morally 
just. It 'has nothing to do with forgiving or honor
ing 11\ui'derers. 



S. JOSIAH PENBERTHY I Jr. • 36560 Heritage Lane • Farmington, Michigan 4B024 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.20500 

Dear Dutch: 

May 5, 1985 

Bitburg - as I write this you are speak
ing at the airport . Bitburg, I,m afraid, has 
become a name which is wearing a bit thin. 
The politics which has been injected into the 
matter is a complete turn-off but I must say, 
your handling of a most awkward situation 
demonstrated leadership and tact which all 
Americans can be proud. Thank God for your 
good sense to go through with the visit. 

The NBC coverage of the day seemed to be 
an attempt to make a "star" out of Mr. Wiesel 
of the Holocaust Committee. I become disturbed 
when I hear "my people" from such as he, 
although I know what he is talking about, it 
is separatist talk. In the United States we 
are one people, Christians, Jews, black, 
white, whatever, led by you, our President. 
That simple fact is most difficult for some to 
understand. 

The enclosed McW.hirter article which 
appeared in Friday,s ~Detroit Free Press•, is 
perhaps the best on the subject I have read 
and I surely hope you take the time to read it 
too. The general editorial policy of "The 
Free Press· carrys with it particular signifi
cance. Nicky,s usual approach to your admin
istration is not what one would call the most 
flattering, but occasionally she does take 
what I like to think of as "the proper stand" 
on an issue. 

Again, Dorothea and I send our very best 
to you and Nancy and pray for your continued 
good health and well-being. 





May 20¥ 1985 

Dear Mr. Rosenfeld: 

Pl ease accept my heartfelt thanks for _your 
etter of May 8. I appreci ate more than I 

can say your kind and ge11erous words .. 

My u;posjt, was 11aver SJ.lgg~st. we fo..rg:Lve 
qlld forget, and found that. today's Germans 

o not suggest such a thing. They have 
preserved the camps with evidence of all 
the horror of the Holocaust, and they say 
along with us, "never again.n 

You were kind to write as you did and your 
letter means a great deal to me. 

Again , thanks . 

Sin.cerely, 

){ 

Mr .. Robert T. Roserifa1d 
1215 •rerminal 'rower 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

RR : AVH :NM: SEV:pps 

RR Dictat ion (Sampl e) 

3dlo 7'59 

f->i f6'c;t} 
77{;>/~3 tJ/ 
{0 j y'..,......_ 

/},1 t?c1/ 
/1 JI)// 

,Yf_ J~~7 

~ 'J(J57)2-
? ~;,-3 

BMIWRtl\NG ·fl£ 



- ~ --------- - - - - - -

~ ~-~ ~- ~~lL.JM~,r3~'6-
- ~~· 

t..1.rs 1~ er~ ~o~ 
) 

- ~~. ~ ('{//3 

P~~ ... , ~~~~~~ 
~~ ~~- ~ ~ ~~ ~~~ 

' 
~~"1-~~-

~~,v10~~~~~~ 
- ~ ~ \...~~~~ ~~ 

~~~~-~~~~~ 
J.,A..;~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ of~ ~ ~ 

• \\ I .,. 

~ ~-~~~I~~-
~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~ ~ ~~~~~. 

~~;_p~ 
(?n.._ 



7 
Paul W Walter 

Walter, Haverfie l d,Buescher ~ Chockl ey 
At t or n ey s a t L aw 

D. Rusk Haverfield 
Edw a rd D. Wyner 
F W ilson C h ock!~, Jr. 
Homer W Gi les 
A rthur P. S teinmetz 
Rob e rt L. Musser 

12 15 Termina l Tower 

Cleveland ,Oh io 44113 

2 16/ 7 8 1- 1212 

J. Robert Malloy 
R obert T. Rosenfeld 
M ichael T. McMenamin 
Robert S . Horbary 
Charles T. R iehl 
John H. G ibbon 
William D. Buss Il 
Jeffrey G. Wyner 
Jam es E. Betts 
Henry B . Fischer 
Wi lliam A. Welry 
David W Welry 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsy lvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

In Columbus, Ohio 

16 Eas t Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 432 15 

614 / 221-7371 

May 8, 1985 

C h ris topher L. G ibbon 
Vic tor J . L eo 
Mar c i a E . Hurt 
Frederi c k W Whatley 
Mark D. W e ller 
Marian C . Abr a m 
Nan cy A. N oalt 
Kenneth A. Zi r m 
Mark T. Was sell 
Robert M. H umphrey 

Loyal V. B u e s c h e r ( 19 15 -1979 ) 

Of Cou nsel 
Susan E . B atal 
Oscar H. Johnson 
Walter J. McNamara III 

I am writing to you not only as a proud American but also 
as a thankful Jew, proud of your courage at Bitburg Cemete~y and 
thankful for your remarks at Bergen-Belsen. 

I, too, before your visit joined hundreds of thousands of 
Americans in disagr eing with both the purpose a nd t h e act of your 
visitation to the cemetery . However, having obsery_e d yQur_ remar}i;§ 
at the airp0rt and those of Chancellor Kohl, i t became clear to me 
now .. important this act of s ymbolism was. I thank you for your courage. 

In retrospect , I think t hat your visit to the concentration 
camp site and your compassionate remark s were among the highest points 
of your presidency to date . No one could have listened to you and 
observed you without feeling both the anguish and compassion which 
you must have felt at that moment. Through your words I felt that 
same anguish but I never could have expressed it as well as did you . 
I thank you for say ing to the world what needed to be said in 1985 . 

Again, my heartfelt 

RTR:kaw 



May 20, 1985 

Dear Judge Weisberger: 

I can"t tell you how much your letter meant 
to me. You were more th:an kind to write as 
you did and I'm most grateful for your 
generous words .. 

You are so right about not forgetting or 
forgiving those who cor'.l.mitted the atrocities 
of the Holocaust. What struck me in t.11.is 
whole episode was the determination of today's 
Germans that they were not going to forget or 
ask forgiveness. I learned that, in addition 
to p1--eserving the death ca.i-nps with all the 
evidence of the evil done there ,, they bring 
their school children eacll year to these camps, 
so tltey will grow up determined it must naver 
happen again. 

Looking back -through history, we see how wars 
in the past planted the seeds of 'the. next war. 
When peace c~e, the rivalries and hatreds 
remained .. Forty years ago we did something 
different. Now forty years later erstwhile 
enemies are friends and allies. It was in 
this spirit I accepted the invitation to visit 
Berg~n-Belsen and Bitburg. I st.ill believe it 
was the morally right thing to do. 

Well, again, r..iy heartfelt thanks to you. 

Sincerely, 

1l'!le Honorable Joseph R.. Weisberger 
Judge 
Supreme Court of Rhode Island 
Pro\ridance, Rhode Island. 02903 
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.JOSEPH R . WEISBERGER 

A S SOC IATE JU S TI C E 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 10, 1985 

The events of the past few weeks relating to 
your trip to Europe have included many critical 
and difficult elements which must have been pro
ductive of extreme distress on your part . I, there-

1 fore, feel constrained to write to you in order to 

\ 

express my deep feelin g of pride in the di gnifie d 
and steadfast manner in which you have withstood 
the cacophonie s of criticism and the many slights 
and discourtesies which have been visited upon you. 

I strong ly believe that your det e rmination 
under the circumstance s to visit the cemetery at 
Bitburg was the ri ght decision to make. Many well 
meaning people were hi ghly critical of this cou
rageous act on your part. I share with those 
critics , as I know you do , complete revulsion and 
horror at the atrocities committed by the rulers 
of Nazi Germany. 

However , I believe that they misassessed the 
purpose of your trip. That purpose was in great 
part to demonstrate our reconciliation with the 
Republic of West Germany forty years after armed 
conflict had ended. I recognize , as I am sure you 
do, that it is impossible to forgive the part in 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
Page Two 
May 10, 1985 

these atrocities played by members of the Waffen SS 
and many members of the German bureaucracy . Never
theless, we cannot expect the German people and 
government to remain tarnished by guilt forever. 
There is no question that Germany is probably the 
strongest member of NATO and the keystone of the 
arch of our alliances in western Europe. There
fore, a slight to the German Chancellor and govern
ment at this time would have accomplished far more 
counterproductive results than those which could 
have been beneficial to persons who suffered under 
the Nazi regime. 

I therefore wish to compliment you on your 
skill and perceptiveness in carrying out what must 

1 
have been a most difficult and heartrending deci-

1

! sion. Your address at the cemetery was a master
piece of declaration of reconciliation, without 
forgetting the terrible events of the past . Your 

I address before the European Parliament in the face 
1 of discourtesy and attempted disruption was di g-
\1 nified and statesmanlike. You turned aside the 
:\ barbs of your detractors with gentle humor and 

good natured tolerance. 

In summary, the events of these past two weeks 
have made me very proud of our President and very 
proud to be an American . As a lifelong Republican , 
I am also proud that our party is represented by 
one who can rise above the expedience of the moment 
to achieve a foreign poli c y goal which will b e of 
lasting benefit to our country. 



May 2.0, 1985 

Daar Judge Houston: 

Thank you very nmch for your kind letter. I 
am most grateful for your kind and generous 
word.s. They ~1ean a great deal to me, especially 
in view of your own 'v'1ar-tir.1e e.xperience .. 

It seems to me we achieved something most 
unusual forty years ago. Back through history 
wars were settled in such a way they planted 
the seeds for the next war. 'rhe hatreds and 
rivalries remained. Not this tilne. Here it 
is four decades later and our erstwhile e nemies 
at'e- our sl:-auncneieH; rfim. s an - a ies. 

>~gain, my thanks to you and very best regards. 

Sincerely, . 

The Honorable E. J. Houston 
Judge 
District court of ontario 
Court Bouse 
2 Daly Avenue 
Ottawa, Canada KlN 6B2 
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THE HONOURABLE EDWARD J. HOUSTON 
JUDGE 

DISTRICT COURT OF ONTARIO 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C., 
20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

CANADA 

JUDGE 'S CHAMBERS 

COURT HOUSE 

2 DALY AVENUE, OTTAWA, CANADA 

K1N 6E2 

May 5th, 1985 

Through the miracle of television, I have 
watched the events in "West Germany tcx:lay. 

May I congratulate you on your actions. It 
took great courage to do what you did. I .beal:'.Q---t--WG- ~ 
addresses by you. Both were in good t qsj::.§_and w.i-11-.contri= 
bute""Eo WJr i d -peace which is the a imof all right- thinking 
people. --- - ----=1" 

I know Germany. In January 1944 I was 
shot down while preparing to drop bombs on Berlin - my 
eighth trip. Five of our seven-man crew were killed. 

After about twenty hours I became a P.O.W. 
While in Germany I was from time to ti..rre with thousands 
of U.S.A. P.O.W. 's - rrostly B-17 crews. 

I know about the Gestapo and Hitler Youth from 
rersonal experience. Your account tcx:lay about the German 
rrother reminded me of a German soldier who was very kind to 
rre when we were on the march near the end of the war. I can 
assure you that I fully understood your rressage. 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

Judge E.J. Houston 



Dear Lisa: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1985 
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Thank you very much for your kind letter. It 
was kind of you to write as you did and you 
warmed my heart. 

I've heard from of veterans who, like 
y_our f th~ h moments 
in the war whe _ . .· . amen-
tar ily bridged the gap between enemies. 

One thing that made me want to do the trip was 
the knowledge that in these forty years since 
V.E. Day the Germans have become our friends 
and allies and have never asked us to forgive 
or forget the Nazi evil. Indeed, they take 
their school children to the concentration 
camps and show them the horror of the Holocaust. 
They do it so such a thing can never happen again. 

I've enclosed my speech at Bergen-Belsen and the 
one later in the day at an air base in Bitburg. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks. 

Mrs. Lisa Zanatta Henn 
Apartment 1 
114 Barnson Avenue 
San Mateo, California 94402 

850523 
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Byeforussian American Republican Federation 

The Honorable 
Ronald W. Reagan 

P.O. BOX 317, Hereford, Maryland 21111 

President Of The United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 6, 1985 

We, the members of The Byelorussian American Republican Federation, wish to send you our warmest 
congratulations on your firm decision to go to Biiburg Cemetery. it must have been painfui for you and 
Nancy to undertake this journey in light of the venom that was unleashed by the press and the special 
interest groups. 

We hoped and prayed that you would not waver under such overwhelming pressure. Once again you have 
demonstrated to us that you are a man of vision and determination. Once again you have shown us 
that with you Americas' interests come first. God bless you for that. 

We, Byelorussian Americans, many of whom came out of the Nazi slave labor camps and factories know 
very well what it was like for the Slavic people to live and die under the Nazi rule. Millions of Slavs died. 
Every fourth Byelorussian perished. Many were herded like cattle to Germany to slave for the master 
race. They were branded as "OST" on a white patch with blue letters. 

At the end of the war these people chose to stay in the West as refugees never again to see their beloved 
homelands. They did not want to live under a new tyrant - The Russian Communism. The Russian 
Communists and their collaborators are now the masters in their land. Thousands were forced to go 
behind the Russian lines to certain death. However thousands survi1,ed. Some had to lie to escape the 
dragnet. Now many of these individuals are hounded by our Justice Department OSI division. Many are 
accused of crimes they did not commit.In most of the cases the accusers are the KGB who delight 
in persecuting those who dared to stand up against them before, during, and after World War Two. The 
Soviets find many collaborators in the United States who eagerly do their bidding. 

Often the charges are leveled agains Byelorussians whose only crime is of being anti-communists. The 
communists can't forgive them for standing up against communism even under extremely harsh 
conditions of Nazi occupation. The Soviets and their collaborators know well that most of these 
people are innocent of crimes that the communists accuse them of. Not being able to catch them 
the Soviets try to discredit and ruin them economically. Our Justice Department has been tricked 
into doing the dirty work of the KGB using the taxpayers money. Why are we using the taxpayers 
money to hound many innocent people while we cut our defenses?Why are we denying these accused . 
the full protection of the Judicial System that we Americans assume that every citizen has?Why Soviet 
fabricated evidence is used to prosecute these people without giving them even achance of examining 
the witnesses and of being judged by a jury ? 

Mr. President, we admire your stand against communism. Please don't abandon the Nicaraguan 
and Afghan freedom fighters. Far too often the West has abandoned the anti-communist fighters. 
America needs you more then ever. Don't let her down and the people who stood by you, believed 
in you, and followed you in good and bad times. 

God Bless You and your family. 

Chairman 
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On behalf of Mitch Daniels, I would like to thank you !or_your c --r;:r~c 
recent letter of welcome and for sharing,_ your personal . J_/?/-J_;,,; 
exp7~ e ces as a member of _j:.he 99t.h Division in the U.S. Army ~ A~_,;__,...,. 
during World War II. er-- _ V , <o ·v/ 
Thanks too for providing me by telephone with further detail of 
your heartwarming oun.ts of the human sensiti.vi.ties - · -
demonstrated by the Germans and Americans during that deadly war. Y
I shared your e x periences with others here at the White House and 
a ppreciate your thoughtful sup ort for the resident's effort to 
visit the--B1tourg Cemetery in Germany in the spirit of 
reconc1 i a i on. A copy oT the President' s remarks at the- Bitblir g · 
Air Base are enclosed for your benefit. 

Please continue to keep in touch . 

Sincerely, 

CeqC~l~-~rf~~ 
Special Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Russ Guerra 
Representative of the State of Ohio 
State House 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Enclosure 
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April 27, 1985 

Bernard Epstein's last contact with Russ Guerra was 10-15 years ago ... 
Epstein believed to still live in Boston .. . 
-family has lumber interests in the area .. . 
Epstein is former Massachusetts Insurance Commissioner ... 
no address or phone number available from Guerra. 

FYI. 



RUSS GUERRA, JR. 
STATE HOUSE 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 
(614) 462-8051 

(513) 836-9883 - Home 

April 24, 1985 

Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

~olumlnt-' 
43215 

Director, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

COMMITTEES: 
Local Government 

Ranking Minority Member 
Highways and Highway Safety 
Finance and Appropriations 
Sub-Committee General Section 

(Finance and Appropriations) 
Reference 
Capital Planning and Improvement 
Advisory Board 

Advisory Board 
Welfare Oversight Commission 

Welcome to your new job. I hope that our relationship will be as pleasant 
as it was with Lee. 

I have been troubled these past few days with the heat that Mr. Reagan has 
been taking for his trip to Germany. This unease was compounded when I attended 
a memorial service for the Holocaust victims at a local temple. Although I am a 
Roman Catholic, my background and schooling in Dayton has earned me the status 
of an "honorary Jew" from the multitude of friends I have in that particular re
l i g ion. This is point l . 

Perhaps a bit of further explanation will qualify my position on this matter. 
As soon as I could after graduation from high school, I joined the Army, ultimately 
ending up with the 99th Division right in the middle of the Bulge. I lost some 
very good friends, but we also took a lot of the Germans too. I was subsequently 
captured and spent the next several months in a POW camp. This is point 2. 

My platoon commander was a 2nd Lieutenant from Boston, Mass. His name was 
Bernard Epstein, and his religion was Jewish. Epstein was hit and suffered a 
chest wound. We carried him for at least five miles and the Germans instructed 
us to leave him. We refused, thinking that they were either going to abandon him, 
or possibly shoot him after we were out of sight. A German infantry officer, 
not SS, understood our situation and gave his word that the Lieutenant would k 
well cared for with the German casualties. Further, he recognized Epstein as 
Jewish and ~toldusto discard his dog tags since he had his paybook as identity. 
After the war, Epstein told me he was well treated and had fully recovered as a 
result. This is point 3. 



Mr. Mitchell Daniels, Jr. 
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During the period of my confinement, we had a definite personality conflict 
with the camp personnel. On one occasion I thought I had bought it and was pretty 
badly mauled by a guard. There was no doubt that on our return to camp I would 
face additional and more severe punishment. In the interim, by virtue of a pair 
of stolen and concealed scissors, I was able to remove my beard while we were en 
route. It fooled all but one guard, and he did not turn me in. Later, I found 
that he had a son who was a prisoner in Oklahoma, that he was grateful for the 
treatment given his son , and that he wanted to show his gratitude. He did, then 
later deserted. In addition, numerous civilians tried to help us in the camps 
and on work details by slipping us food, clothes, or just words of encouragement 
mixed with bits of war news. This is point 4. 

Mitchell, I had to go this long way to try to make my point of support for 
Mr. Reagan and his trip to the German cemetary. A lot of the guys we fought 
and killed are buried there. They were young kids mostly, with some experienced 
front line combat soldiers leading them. They were not a lot different than we, 
and they acted as humanely as one can in a war. These were ordinary troops, not 
the butchers of the SS or the other special forces. At Memorial Day services, I 
think of those we killed too. 

To claim that this cemetery is filled with 11 murderers 11 because of the pre
sence of a few of the SS, is like categorizing the entire U.S. Army on the basis 
of Lt. Calley and the My Lai incident. Hitler did not come to power by acclama
tion. He was not universally accepted by the German people. If he had been, 
they wouldn 1 t have needed the SS or the Gestapo. The President is honoring those 
who died in the service of Germany, not Hitler's Madhouse. 

I want Mr. Reagan to know that I believe he is doing the right thing. I am 
disconsolate about the seeming 11 crybaby 11 condemnations offered by some segments 
of the Jewish community. My constituency includes maybe 10% Jewish, but I would 
stand with him on this issue. If you get the chance, relay my feelings to him . 

Thanks for your time, and I look forward to working with you in the near 
future. Please contact me if there is anything I can do at this level. 

RG/ck 

Sincerely, 

~ r2_ ~:;e,._.,,A~
Russ Guerr~ 
State Representative 




