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WERNER A. SCHMIDT, M. D, M. A,
9 JOHN JAY PLACE
RYE, NEW YORK 10580

May 9, 1985

The Honorable Donald T. Regan
Chief of staff

The White House Office

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20050

Dear Sir:

When I heard the President's speech at the
Bitburg Air Base in which he referred to the
meeting of three American and four German
soldiers in the farm cottage within the Western
Front on Christmas 1944, I thought that the event
I described in the enclosed copy of a letter to
the New York Times might also be of interest to
the American public.

Sj_ Nnravralsr wrAnire

WAS:hv

1 Encl.



WERNER A. SCHMIDT M.D. M. A.

8 JOHN JAY PLACE
RYE, NEW YORK 10580

The New York Times Co.
229 West 43rd Street
New York, NY 10036 May 6, 1985

Re.: President Reagan's Visit to the Bitburg Cemetery
Gentlemen:

In 1942, at the age of 17, I was a highschool student in
Gelsenkirchen, Germany. One Sunday morning the upper
classes of my school were ordered to appear at the Town-
hall where SS officers selected those students they wanted
to have for the Waffen SS, an elite unit of the armed
forces, contrary to the SD (Sicherheitsdienst) also a sub-
unit of the SS responsible for the concentration camps.
None of us had a chance to avoid this selection process.
Fortunately I already was a candidate for the medical
corps of the Navy and could go home. By 1944, I had be-
come a medic in a German infantry division retreating

from the invasion front in Normandy. The division was
flanked by two SS divisions with many brave young soldiers.
I was assigned to a field hospital where all wounded
soldiers were treated. One day a long line of soldiers
was waiting for treatment, among them members of the SS
divisions. When a badly burned American tank crew, just
captured, was brought in I then saw the young SS soldiers
giving up their places in line so that the Americans could
receive immediate treatment.

This was the reality of the war in France in 1944. A few
days later I was captured by partisans. Fortunately,
American soldiers were around within a few minutes and
saved our lives. With all this in mind, I feel that
President Reagan is absolutely right by going to Bitburg,
and stretching out his hand for further reconciliation
and the building of a safe and peaceful Europe.

I have been living in the U.S. for 22 years. Both of my
sons are members of the U.S. Armed Forces.

Sincerely yours,

>
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May 7, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| As you could guess from my previous letter of support to you

in mid-April about your then planned visit to the German
Military Cemetary in Bitburg, I was very physically and emotionally
involved with the trial that some Americans put you through.

I wish there would have been some way for me to absorb a lot

of the flack that was hurled your way from people who could
not grasp the message you were trying to give the German people
from the American people. "It's over! Let us shed our tears
together for our fallen sons.".

I was extremely proud of your speech at the American military
installation at Bitburg and T shall keep it for as long as I
live.

A few things happened to me in the last few weeks that I thought
you might find interesting, and the incidents would serve as
some evidence that a large group of American combat veterans
were behind you.

The word got out here that I had written you a letter agreeing
with your visit to Bitburg. I seemed to be, at that time, stand-
ing pretty much alone, and the local Commandant of the VFW and
the leaders of the local American Legion unit took me to task.

It really got me down until I started hearing, one by one, from
combat veterans throughout our Southern Minnesota area.

A paratrooper who made a number of combat jumps and during his
last jump beyond the Rhine and behind enemy lines was severely
wounded at Halturn told me, "Tom, they weren't all SS. They
weren't all Nazis. They were guys just like you and me. I

am sorry so many of them had to die.". That was pretty typical
of the reactions I got.



The MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE ran some excerpts of my
letter to you and also some additional thoughts that I gave
them and that produced a few very hateful, almost maniacal
letters that were very upsetting, but Mr. President, I
received more letters from veterans who agreed. One Finlander
from the Iron Range who lost most of his jaw in Europe told
me, "I really feel sorry that the Jewish people are so upset,
but T think I can understand their position., I wish they
understood my position that I am ready to say, 'It's over! I
wish we could have all come through it alive.'".

Finally, I have a very special son who plays French Horn in

the Opera Orchestra at the Graz Opera House in Austria, He is
one of two Americans in the orchestra and the international
ensemble features dancers, singers, musicians from all over the
world, but most of them are Austrians and Germans. He just
called me from overseas a minute ago, and I was so touched that
I had to write and tell you what happened in Graz when you gave
.'your speech at the American Military Base in Bitburg.

He knew exactly how I felt because I sent him a copy of the
letter I sent to you April 15th. He was trying to assure many
of the Austrians and Germans that not everybody in the United
States still hated them and that you, Mr. President, represented
many Americans in wanting a true reconciliation to bring a final
end to that old war. Tim told me that they felt that despite your
stand, most of the American people still hated them and they
wondered how long they would have to be held guilty for things
that they didn't know anything about, or that they had not been
born yet, they were considered by most Americans to be part of
the Nazi madness.

Tim asked me, "Dad, did you hear President Reagan's speech at
Bitburg?" I replied that I hadn't, because the networks had
only chosen bits and pieces, but I had read it and I was going
to keep it.

"Let me tell you what happened here."
Apparently, Mr. President, the Austrian national network had

made plans to carry your speech in its entirety. And it was
the number one topic of conversation for a number of days before



that. There was great anxiety, concern and an atmosphere
of great tension and, as Tim put it, "They had almost a
pleading hope that the President would say something that
readmitted them to the ranks of the rest of the decent and
honest people of the world."

Television sets were brought into the rehearsal hall to let
the group see and hear your speech. The orchestra assembled
in the hall and Tim said he had never seen nor heard that
group so quiet and reserved.

Prior to your speech, they showed the scene at the cemetary
where General Ridgway shook hands with General Steinhoff. A
number of the older members of the orchestra, who were veterans
of the war, broke down and cried.

Then they started the live broadcast of your speech, and as
your talk unfolded, the eyes of the German and Austrian members
of the orchestra began to glisten and by the time you ended,
Tim said, the rehearsal hall was filled with tears of joy.

One old musician said, "God bless that good man. Now I can die
in peace."

God bless you Sir, you are

604 Oakland Place NE
Austin, MN 55912

P.S. Tim said it was impossible to conduct a rehearsal. The
joy of reconciliation had filled their hearts and emotions
were running very high. Tim said he was very proud to be an
American. He said, "There is a special kind of heart in this
world. an American heart.".
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May 10, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20013

Dear Mr. Reagan:

I was very pleased and happy with the results of the 1984 election
which served as a confirm ation of the peoples' acceptance and
approval of you personally and the policies you espouse.

I have long been concerned with the defense preparedness of our great
country and the liberality of the Democratic office holders who seek
to usurp from the people the obligation of solving problems at the
local level.

What prompts me to write at this time is the sad events which have
taken place in the last three weeks by an unforgiving group who
seek only to promote their own heritage and opinion.

I was very proud of you and the manner in which you handled these
difficulties by refusing to submit to their attempted direction of

your travel plans. Your message given at Bitburg certainly underscored
our Christian attitude of forgiveness and hopefully will serve, when
things are calmer, for your opponents to put things in perspective.

Although there are some hardships being caused by your present
policies, nevertheless, I see the need for the hard decisions you are
making. Our office, which is dedicated to the care of the poor, is
doing its best to support your efforts and making certain that your
"safety net" is in place. So far, Thanks be to God and the programs
you have made available, no one in our eleven county aresa has
starved to death or frozen to death,



President Ronald Reagan
May 10, 1985
Page 2

Please continue your efforts on behalf of the good of the country
and be assured that we at the local level are proud to be your
supporter.

Asking God's wacssings on you, I remain,
Sincerely,
; ‘ N\

Rev. Msgr. Kenneth T.Horan
Diocesan Director

KTH/hwo
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Paul W, Walter

D. Rusk Haverfield
Edward D. Wyner

E Wilson Chockley, Jr.
Homer W. Giles
Arthur P Steinmetz
Robert L. Musser

J. Robert Malloy
Robert T. Rosenfeld
Michael T. McMenamin
Robert S. Horbaly
Charles T. Riehl

John H.Gibbon
Wittiam D. Buss 1T
Jetirey G. Wyner
James E.Betis

Henry B. Fischer
William A. Welty
David W. Welty

i
i
[
4 7
i

Walter, Haverfield, Buescher & Chockley

Attorneys at
1215 Terminal Tower
Cleveland,Ohio 44113
216/781-1212

In Columbus, Ohio
16 East Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614/221-7371

May 8, 1985

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr.

20500

President:

Law

Christopher L. Gibbon
Victor J. Leo

Marcia E. Hurt
Frederick W. Whatley
Mark D. Weller
Marian C. Abram
Nancy A.Noall
Kenneth A. Zirm
Mark T. Wassell
Robert M. Humphrey

Loyal V. Buescher (1915-1979)

Of Counsel
Susan E.Batal
Oscar H. Johnson
Walter J. McNamara 1T

I am writing to you not only as a proud American but also

as a thankful Jew, proud of your courage at Bitburg Cemetery and
thankful for your remarks at Bergen-Belsen.

I, too, before your visit joined hundreds of thousands of

Americans in disagreing with both the purpose and the act of your

visitation to the cemetery.

However, having observed your remarks

at the airport and those of Chancellor Kohl, it became clear to me
how important this act of symbolism was.

In retrospect,

I thank you for your courage.

I think that your visit to the concentration

camp site and your compassionate remarks were among the highest points

of your presidency to date.

No one could have listened to you and

Observed you without feeling both the anguish and compassion which

you must have felt at that moment.

Through your words I felt that

same anguish but I never could have expressed it as well as did you.
I thank you for saying to the world what needed to be said in 1985.

RTR:kaw

Again, my heartfelt thank;z“

.
Vegy tryly ygur

/
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
Page Two
May 10, 1985

these atrocities played by members of the Waffen SS
and many members of the German bureaucracy. Never-—
theless, we cannot expect the German people and
government to remain tarnished by guilt forever.
There is no question that Germany is probably the
strongest member of NATO and the keystone of the
arch of our alliances in western Europe. There-
fore, a slight to the German Chancellor and govern-
ment at this time would have accomplished far more
counterproductive results than those which could
have been beneficial to persons who suffered under
the Nazi regime.

I therefore wish to compliment you on your
skill and perceptiveness in carrying out what must
. have been a most difficult and heartrending deci-

. sion. Your address at the cemetery was a master-—

" piece of declaration of reconciliation, without

- forgetting the terrible events of the past. Your
i address before the European Parliament in the face
. of discourtesy and attempted disruption was dig-

. nified and statesmanlike. You turned aside the
~* barbs of your detractors with gentle humor and

good natured tolerance.

In summary, the events of these past two weeks
have made me very proud of our President and very
proud to be an American. As a lifelong Republican,
I am also proud that our party is represented by
one who can rise above the expedience of the moment
to achieve a foreign policy goal which will be of
lasting benefit to our country.
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Byelorussian American Republican Federation
' P.0. BOX 317, Hereford, Maryland 21111

May 6, 1985

The Honorable

Ronald W. Reagan ) 2 U O
President Of The United States O Qe O
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We, the members of The Byelorussian American Republican Federation, wish to send you our warmest
congratulations on your firm decision to go to Bitburg Cemetery. it must have been painfui for you and
Nancy to undertake this journey in light of the venom that was unleashed by the press and the special
interest groups.

We hoped and prayed that you would not waver under such overwhelming pressure. Once again you have
demonstrated to us that you are a man of vision and determination. Once again you have shown us
that with you Americas interests come first. God bless you for that.

We, Byelorussian Americans, many of whom came out of the Nazi slave labor camps and factories know
very well what it was like for the Slavic people to live and die under the Nazi rule. Millions of Slavs died.
Every fourth Byelorussian perished. Many were herded like cattle to Germany to slave for the master
race. They were branded as “OST*‘ on a white patch with blue letters.

At the end of the war these people chose to stay in the West as refugees never again to see their beloved
homelands. They did not want to live under a new tyrant — The Russian Communism. The Russian
Communists and their collaborators are now the masters in their land. Thousands were forced to go
behind the Russian lines to certain death. However thousands survived. Some had to lie to escape the
dragnet. Now many of these individuals are hounded by our Justice Department OSI division. Many are
accused of crimes they did not commit.In most of the cases the accusers are the KGB who delight

in persecuting those who dared to stand up against them before , during, and after World War Two. The
Soviets find many collaborators in the United States who eagerly do their bidding.

Often the charges are leveled agains Byelorussians whose only crime is of being anti—communists. The
communists can’t forgive them for standing up against communism even under extremely harsh
conditions of Nazi occupation. The Soviets and their collaborators know well that most of these
people are innocent of crimes that the communists accuse them of. Not being able to catch them

the Soviets try to discredit and ruin them economically. Our Justice Department has been tricked

into doing the dirty work of the KGB using the taxpayers money. Why are we using the taxpayers
money to hound many innocent people while we cut our defensesWhy are we denying these accused
the full protection of the Judicial System that we Americans assume that every citizen hasWhy Soviet
fabricated evidence is used to prosecute these people without giving them even achance of examining
the witnesses and of being judged by a jury ?

Mr. President, we admire your stand against communism. Please don’t abandon the Nicaraguan
and Afghan freedom fighters. Far too often the West has abandoned the anti—communist fighters.
America needs you more then ever. Don’t let her down and the people who stood by you, believed
in you, and followed you in good and bad times.

God Bless You and your family.
Wit ishe

W. Melianovich,

Chairman
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April 24, 1985

Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.

Deputy Assistant to the President

Director, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Daniels:

Welcome to your new job. I hope that our relationship will be as pleasant
as it was with Lee.

I have been troubled these past few days with the heat that Mr. Reagan has
been taking for his trip to Germany. This unease was compounded when I attended
a memorial service for the Holocaust victims at a local temple. Although I am a
Roman Catholic, my background and schooling in Dayton has earned me the status
of an "honorary Jew" from the multitude of friends I have in that particular re-
ligion. This 1is point 1.

Perhaps a bit of further explanation will qualify my position on this matter.
As soon as I could after graduation from high school, I joined the Army, ultimately
ending up with the 99th Division right in the middle of the Bulge. I Tost some
very good friends, but we also took a lot of the Germans too. I was subsequently
captured and spent the next several months in a POW camp. This is point 2.

My platoon commander was a 2nd Lieutenant from Boston, Mass. His name was
Bernard Epstein, and his religion was Jewish. Epstein was hit and suffered a
chest wound. We carried him for at least five miles and the Germans instructed
us to leave him. We refused, thinking that they were either going to abandon him,
or possibly shoot him after we were out of sight. A German infantry officer,
not SS, understood our situation and gave his word that the Lieutenant would be
well cared for with the German casualties. Further, he recognized Epstein as
Jewish and he told us to discard his dog tags since he had his paybook as identity.
After the war, Epstein told me he was well treated and had fully recovered as a
result. This is point 3.




Mr. Mitchell Daniels, Jr.
April 24, 1985
Page 2

During the period of my confinement, we had a definite personality conflict
with the camp personnel. On one occasion I thought I had bought it and was pretty
badly mauled by a guard. There was no doubt that on our return to camp I would
face additional and more severe punishment. In the interim, by virtue of a pair
of stolen and concealed scissors, I was able to remove my beard while we were en
route. It fooled all but one guard, and he did not turn me in. Later, I found
that he had a son who was a prisoner in Oklahoma, that he was grateful for the
treatment given his son, and that he wanted to show his gratitude. He did, then
later deserted. In addition, numerous civilians tried to help us in the camps
and on work details by slipping us food, clothes, or just words of encouragement
mixed with bits of war news. This is point 4.

Mitchell, I had to go this long way to try to make my point of support for
Mr. Reagan and his trip to the German cemetary. A Tot of the guys we fought
and killed are buried there. They were young kids mostly, with some experienced
front Tine combat soldiers leading them. They were not a lot different than we,
and they acted as humanely as one can in a war. These were ordinary troops, not
the butchers of the SS or the other special forces. At Memorial Day services, I
think of those we killed too.

To claim that this cemetery is filled with "murderers" because of the pre-
sence of a few of the SS, is like categorizing the entire U.S. Army on the basis
of Lt. Calley and the My Lai incident. Hitler did not come to power by acclama-
tion. He was not universally accepted by the German people. If he had been,
they wouldn't have needed the SS or the Gestapo. The President is honoring those
who died in the service of Germany, not Hitler's Madhouse.

I want Mr. Reagan to know that I believe he is doing the right thing. I am
disconsolate about the seeming "crybaby" condemnations offered by some segments
of the Jewish community. My constituency includes maybe 10% Jewish, but I would
stand with him on this issue. If you get the chance, relay my feelings to him.

Thanks for your time, and I look forward to working with you in the near
future. Please contact me if there is anything I can do at this Tevel.

Sincerely,

A
T e

uss* Guerr
State Representative
RG/ck





