Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: TR123-01
(Trips: Economic Summit, Bonn, 05/03/1985-05/04/1985;
Bonn, West Germany, 04/30/1985-05/06/1985)

Case file Number(s): 320900-321599
Box Number: 5

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 02/06/2023


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/
















7; ors R axh Fhowm 55 Clumete Ra
/WW.Q-. Mg, e b X

i . } - -

Do & home 3 bty oprfigiga e s A
B R s ~tmﬁ*.u»@w
psTooran g € mnrbt bk soceSenns The X €
Tt g . G og s fuafle ey Lo 4 sty
,MW Qersroadad Ih guneli d masd mrBheR £Qessmnn (S



B JEorsmsmn aatead L Tl pret Ao S Assargivga
ﬂw§p~w,&3ww~€%
CRuSdn Shy s o Thy comnpes MMMM

.M{Mm Z&L&WQMMM

VORISR T vt PRI U e WSE

pamSh, Je, TATH G pdooninh, X I Qe e .
Bzt s apria o o ok reeliy »g:wm@mu.

___@;.LANM) T&_ AL o, Seannt, G Tedsd it T

| MW»@MMQMW

snaom (S5dagn Xl o2l oX D,.Ulm-a

i s oot S g G 7 e G



JOHN ADAMS QUOTE

"We may be reduced to hard necessity the two most powerful and
enterprising nations that ever existed are now contending with
us. The two nations to whom mankind are under mere obligations
for the progress of science and civilization [show] to any others
except the Hebrews. This consideration affects me more than the
danger of either or both. I accepted the Hebrews, for in spite
of Bollingbrook and Voltaire I will insist that the Hebrews have
done more to civilize men than any other nation. If I were
atheist and believed in blind eternal fate, I should still
believe that fate had ordained the Jews to be the most essential
instrument for civilizing the nations. If I were an atheist of
the other sect who believe or pretend to believe that all is
ordered by chance, I should believe that chance had ordered the
Jews to preserve and propagate to all mankind the doctrine of a
supreme intelligent, wise, almighty soverign of the universe,
which I believe to be the great essential principle of all
morality and consequently of all civilization. I can't say that
I love the Jews very much neither. Nor the French, nor the
English, nor the Romans, nor the Greeks. We must love all
nations as well as we can, but it is very had to love most of

them."

—— Source: Letter from John Adams

to Mr. Van der Kemp, Feb. 16,

1809
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WASHINGTON

TO: David Chew

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE
Personal Secretary
to the President

DATE: 5-17-85

For you to see before it
is mailed out. RR
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JOHN ADAMS 1079

the most complete and effective revelation of God, would triumph, rein- -
forced by such elements of other religions as could prove themselves in
the court of reason and common sense.

It was the Jews, even more than his beloved Greeks, Adams felt, who
had done the most to civilize men, “If I were an atheist,” he wrote Van
der Kemp, “and believed in blind eternal fate, I should still believe that
fate had ordained the Jews to be the most essential instrument for
civilizing the nations.” They had preserved and propagated “to all man-
kind the doctrine of a supreme, intelligent . . . almighty Sovereign of
the Universe, which I believe to be the great essential principle of all
morality and consequently of all civilization. I can’t say that I love the
Jews very much neither. Nor the French, nor the English, nor the Ro-
mans, nor the Greeks. We must love all nations as much as we can, but
it is very hard to love most of them,” he concluded.i

. Adaths was also much concerned with what might be called the soci-
, ology of, r’ehg}on—how religion worked to give order and purpose and
dignity to man’s’common life. His forebears, for instance, had not been
great men but they had been Konest and upright ones. “What,” he asked
" Rush thétoncally, “has; preserved this race ‘of Adamses in all their rami-
ﬁcak,xons #n “such . numbers} health, peace, ’ comfort, and medxocnty?’ It
- seemed to him i} was religion, “without which they would have been
rakes, fops, sots, gamblers, starved with hunger, frozen with cold, scalped
by Indians, etc,, etc., etc., been melted away and disappeared.” It was the
rigor and discipline of Calvinism that had preserved them in a hostile
environment, that had given form and mean}ng to their lives and to those
of all New Englanders.}?

In the area of politics, although Adams had formally renounced them
and no longer read political theory, he did not cease to speculate about
the political behavior of man. He was reconciled at last to party bitter-
ness and faction. “In the struggles and competitions of fifty or sixty years,
in times that tried men’s hearts and brains and spinal marrow, it could
not be otherwise,” he wrote Rush.!® Parties provided a means of releasing,
in a more or less systematic way, the passions generated in a democratic
society., Lo

Adams professed to, séea pattern in party politics. There would be
an alternation. One pai'ty sefxesenting the more conservative side, would
hold power for someé twelve years and then there would be “an entire
change in the admxmstrgtlon with the more radical side taking over for
a similar period. Jefferson and his supporters, he thought, might hold
power for sixteen years; but then, inevitably, there must-be a reaction.
“Our government will be a game of leapfrog of factions, leaping over one
another’s back about once-in twelve years according to my computation,”
he predicted.'* He observed that a party was frequently never so near
defeat as when it had carried ¢verything before it. Parties, like people,
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Flom showing edits
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I'm enclosing copies of the speeches I made
that day, the first at Bergen-Belsen, the
other at Bitburg.

Again, I thank you for your kind telegram.
Please give my regards to your family and
God bless you.

Sincerely,

Beth Flom
55 Church Road
Morganville, New Jersey
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June 18, 1985 : /Y%O
President Ronald Reagan <g

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

At this time I would like to take the opportunity to thank
you for your letter of apology. I was quite excited when I received
it. This then caused me to sit and think. In what other country
would a citizen like myself be able to first, be quoted by the
President of their country then, have him apologize to them
personally? In most cases, a letter sent by a fourteen year old
girl is just overlooked, but I was an exception and consequently
I am extremely honored.

In addition to being quoted, receiving your letter was just
as much of a thrill. For the President of the United States to
apologize to me was not necessary, but you took the time to. This
means a great deal to me and I don't think your thoughtfulness will
ever be forgotten.

Although your letter to me was publically released, I feel I
should inform you that I did not provoke the attention. I am still
uncertain as to how the press got hold of the letter, but I was quite
upset when I was notified. I just feel it is my place to tell you
that, in my opinion, your letter to me should have been kept confiden-
tial. I understand through the newspapers that you feel the same way.
In fact, no comment regarding your letter was ever made by my family
or myself.

In conclusion, I would once again like to thank you for your
time and caring. It is very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

/s/ Beth piop















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 23, 1985

Dear General:

Thank you very much for your letter and the
enclosed document. I'm very pleased to have
the latter and appreciate your generous words
in the former.

May I also say once again how deeply grateful
we all are for your willingness to be with us
at Bitburg and how greatly you honored us with
your presence.

Nancy sends her very best, and from both of
us, to Mrs. Ridgway our thanks and regard.

Sincerely,

General M. B. Ridgway, USA, Ret.
818 Waldheim Road West

Fox Chapel

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15215






13 May 85,
Dear Mr., President,

Through the courtesy of Mrs, Reagn, here is the
document I cited,

It has my respectful answers to the two major
criticisms of the present relations between the
President and the JCS:

minimizing the time for reaching your decisions
in crucial situations, and

ensuring that you have the views thereon of your
land, sea, and air military advisors, all of them.

May God's richest blessings be with you and Mrs.
Reagan in your continuing leadership of our Nation
with wisdom, integrity, and high courage. It was
the greatest honor to stand by you at BITBURG,.

With great admiration and highest resgplect,

M. Be. Rfigwayk

General, U.S. Army,
Encl, Retired,

The President
The White House

Washington, D.C.
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MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICK BUCHANAN

FROM: Marshall Brege
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din secunty zone-
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definitely” to protest agamst the
Moslem offensive in the south; and

Amal,
Jumblatt also stayed awa
of the securlty situation.’

In contrast to Sidon, where
alleged collaborators with Israel

ay “because

Shi’ite militia, which took over Tyre
without a ﬁght arrested 30 alleged
collaborators whom they said wou]d
be put on trial.

Despite the plight of the Chnstlan.
refugees Defence Minister Yitzhak
Rabin was adamant that the IDF
would only defend the security zone.
Jezzine, he stressed, was outside the
zone, “‘but if a village in the security

o war inquiry
aviour is also
(Karcn Benzian)

Nabih Berri, leader of the Shl ite
and Druse leader Walid

"were shot in street battles, the Amal-

(Continued from page 1.)

president who has moved directly to
assist the Israeli economy by shifting
from a grant/loan mix to all grants in
foreign aid.”

Breger cited, in this context,
Secretary of State Geot -ge Shultz’s
pledge that Israel will not have a
H uidity crisis, ““This is the president

o has arranged for a supplemental
$1 5 billion for Israel without any
foreign policy strings or foreign poli-
cy linkage. .This is a president who
even, when he disagreed with Israel
on a matter like the change in loca-
tion of the U.S. embassy in Israel,

matters, like foreign aid or strategic
cooperation.”

In short, Breger believes that
Reagan’s overall support for Israel

tical military analysis. This is the .

has never allowed that dlsagrcement E
to affect his support for significant-

BITBURGFURURL

A delegation of West German
mayors visiting Israel were divided
over the Reagan visit, with some
being in favour of the thburg cere-
mony and some against; but in New
York Dr. Alois Mertes, minister of
state in the West German Foreign
Ministry, said that the strong Jewish

reaction to the visit had congributed

to a rise in anti-Semitism. He said he
had been fighting prejudice for years
and he did not want anyone —Jews or
non-Jews — “to give food to this
prejudice.” : -

Before Reagan left for his visit the
House of chresentanves voted by
390 to 26 urging him to call off his
plans to visit Bitburg and lay a
wreath there.

Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister
‘Ronnie Milo took part in a protest
outside the West German Embassy
in Tel Aviv last week.

light of the re-
omised. to stop
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1to defend Jez-
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crossing-points
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leiman Franjieh
rian takeover of
try. Maronite
1idre Haddad
nt Amin Jemayel
tive,” to ask the .
1 control and rid
ional control by
;ame time Christ-
Samir Jajea was
1alange partyina
osing Christian .
Minister Rashid
t get his cabinet

ting. The Christ-
tted sessions “‘in-

zone, or an SLA position is attacked,
we will intervene with all our might
‘to evict the attackers,” he said.
Prime Minister Peres said that
“humanitarian aid” would be ex-
tended -to the Christian refugees,
“but we have no intention of commit-

ting ourselves mxlitarily or interfer- -

-ing politically.”

With the ﬁnal wnhdrawal from

Lebanon immiinent, there wére re-
newed demands for an official com-
.mission of i inquiry into the Lebanon
war. As leud ministers warned that
such an mquxry would destroy the
“national -unity government, and
.. Peres too made his opposition to an
‘inquiry clear, Communications
Minister Amnon Rubinstein filed a
formal request for a cabinet discus-
sion on the subject. -
. Minister without Ponfoho Ezer
“Weizman and Health Minister Mor-
“dechai - Gur said they favoured a
‘probe and the opposition Mapam
‘and Citizens Rights Movement were
polling Knesset members to set up
- an inquiry.
On the Likud side Industry and
.Trade Minister Ariel Sharon, who,
-as defence minister dunng the war is
; the prime target for an inquiry, repe-
ated that he was in favour, provided

-z~ it also included the “behaviour of the *

. opposition during the war.” But De-

-puty Premier Yitzhak Navon and

Energy Minister Moshe Shahal both
- said an inquiry was unlikely.

will eventually overshadow his deci-
sion to visit Bitburg. The Jewish
community, he said, will realize this
when the dust settles and tempers
cool down. He insisted that the Jew-
ish leadership was already coming to
recognize this even if the rank and
file were still very upset.

“This is a president who has
shown fidelity to Israel even when
there has been disagreement,” he
said.

Breger went on to cite Reagan’s
support for Soviet Jewry and other
matters of specific Jewish concern.
“So I think that time will give us
some context, and that context will
show that the president has been
strongly concerned about and
strongly committed to Israel and to
the Jewish people. And the presi-
dent has made clear his views on the
Holocaust.” . :

In “Istael, Prime Mlmster PEM‘*
told high school children that “‘when
a friend makes a mistake, the friend
remains a friend, but the mistake
remains a mistake.” Israel, said
Peres, was not opposed to recon-
ciliation, but this does not mean
forgetting or blurring the past.

President Herzog described the
visit as “a very sad affair” and attri--
buted it-to bad advice. Deputy Pre- .
mier David Levy said that the presi-
dent’s behaviour “‘does not befit a
great leader.”

In Tel Aviv the World Conference

. Israel TV said Milo’s participation
in a public demonstration outside a
foreign embassy was unprecedented
in Israeli diplomatic history.

In Tel Aviv, a demonstration out-

side the U.S. Embassy organized by
the leftwing Mapam party was timed
- to coincide with the visit by Reagan
to the Bitburg cemetery. Mapam
leader Victor Shemtov handed a
protest letter to an embassy staffer.
He afterwards criticized Reagan’s
statement that the soldiers buried in
Bitburg were “also victims of Naz-
ism.”

- U.S. Secretary of State George
Shultz is this week placing-a wreath
ata new monument at Yad Vashem,
the Holocaust memorial in’ Jeru-
salem, honouring the 1,500,000 Jews
. who fought in the Allied Forces in
?Vogr]l]d War II and the partisans who

ought in the ghettas and forests.:
Shult e TP 107 Cor-

: momes ‘marking’ the fortieth

anniversary of the end of the war,

and he will be holding talks with

Prime Minister Peres and other lead-

ers. Also on the secretary’s schedule

is a ceremony honouring the “Right-
eous of the Nations,” Christians and
.. others who helped Jews during the
~. Holocaust, at risk to their own lives.

Both these ceremonies are part of
'a week of events, marking the defeat
of Nazism, orgamzed by the Israel
Govemment Yad Vashem, the
World Zionist Organization and

53 17

- e

yinvest in Haifa

of Partisans, Jewish Fighters and
Concentration Camp inmates called

Belsen, if he visited Bitburg the
sameday

on Reagan not to enter Bergen-

several partisans’ organizations from
Israel and abroad. Among the
events: a Western Wall ceremony, a

mass rally at the Yad Eliahu sta-

LITZER The Washington Times Pentagon
grrespopdent +‘corggspondent: also. said that the
-The U,S. Ndvy | hulls for the three proposed Israeli
ospend asmuch . submarines “will be built in another
grade the Haifa . country, probably West Germany,
its proposed co- - and finished in Israel.”

sutmarines with Israel, it said, would “ipstall

dium, a reception at the presidential
residence in Jerusalem, symposia
and visits to sites of different memo-
rials. (Honouring Evil page 12)

(Compiled from reports by Wolf Bliszer
in Washington, Wiadimir Struminski in

Bonn, Walter Ruby in New York, and Post
staff in erd. .

In the U.S., Howard Friedman,
president of the American Jewish
Committee, condemned the presi-
dent’s statement that the German
soldiers buried in Bitburg were as
much the victims of Nazism as the

inmates of concentration camps.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 28, 1985

Dear Bill:

Following our phone conversation, I received
your Bitburg column which appeared in the
New York Daily News May 9th. So now another
thank-you 1s in order.

Thank you very much, my friend, for your kind
and, as always, eloguent and well-chosen words.
I especially loved your "tag line," the final
paragraph about being owed an apology I'll
never get.

Sincerely,

Mr. William F. Buckley, Jr.
150 East 35th Street
New York, New York 10016

P.S. Keep this up and I may transfer
yvou from Kabul to Bermuda.



. 3
WM \mwxlﬁ
.2, A neiet (2 e S
o sop Ko »((,xéu ANossfran
Tﬁ\MKM G GMA:,.MS Al









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 28, 1985

Your Excellency:

Thanks to a member of my staff, Ed Hickey, I
was privileged to read your generous words
about me and my visit to Bitburg as they
appeared in the press. There are no words

to express my gratitude. They were especially
appreciated because of your own war-time
service.

In spite of all the press furor, I felt from
the beginning that the trip was the morally
right thing to do. And now having done it, I'm
even more convinced. One heartwarming result
has been the responses I've received from
veterans of World War II, some of whom had

been POWs. All were supportive.

My heartfelt thanks again.

Sincerely,

The Most Reverend Philip M. Hannan
Archbishop of New Orleans

7887 Walmsley Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70125
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