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June 5, 1985
Dear Mr. Sacher:

On behalf of President Reagan, I want
to thank you for your letter and the
framed painting which you presented prior
to the President and First Lady's trip to
the Federal Republic of Germany. Please
know that the President appreciates your
kind interest in sharing your symbolic
artwork with him and that you have his
best wishes for the future.

icerely,

Mr. Helmut Sacher

Am Bogen 81

8031 Eichenau

Federal Republic of Germany

AH:CMF:JEH

DISPATCH THRU STATE.
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On the occasion of President Reagan's visit to the FRG,
Helmut Sacher, an artist from Eichenau (Bavaria), wants
to present his painting "In the Shadow of the Past" to
the President. Following is an informal Embassy
translation of Helmut Sacher's interpretation of his

painting.

BEGIN TEXT

I got the idea to paint the picture "In the Shadow
of the Past"™ in 1984 during my vacation in Vendee near

La Rochelle in France,

Here we were closely in touch with the past in view
of La Rochelle's commemorating the 40th anniversary of

its liberation from the Germans.

The overwhelming coastal landscape and the helpless

feeling to be caught by the past sponsored this picture.

It would be too much to list all the ideas that

shaped the picture.

A few days ago President Reagan gave a speech on
American TV expressing exactly what I and definitely

millions of Germans are concerned about.



He addressed the feelings of guilt of our past which
always recur in Germany and especially in foreign

countries,

President Reagan precisely indicated what affected

me while painting this picture.

That is why I spontaneously thought I should present
it to the President on the occasion of his visit to

Germany.

I would appreciate his accepting and understanding

my present.

signed: Helmut Sacher

END TEXT



Helmut Sacher
Am Bogen 81

8031 Eichenau 25.3.85

Der wedanke zu dem Bild " Im SCHATTEN DER VERGANGENHEIT "
wurde 1984 geboren- wihrend meines Urlaubs in der fran-
zosischen Vvendeé in der Ndhe von La Rochelle,

Dort beriihrte uns die Vergangenheit hautnah,- man feierte
in lLa Rochelle den vierzigjdhrigen .‘ahrestag der bpefrei-
ung von den Deutschen,

Die grandiose Kiistenlandschaft und das hilflose Gefiihl,
von den uewalten der Vergangenheit eingeholt zu werden,
standen Pate zu meinem Bild,

Es wiirde zu weit gehen, hier alle Gedanken, demen ich

mit dem pild Gestalt gab, aufzufiihren.

Vor einigen Tagen hielt der Amerikanische Prédsident

im U,S.~Fernsehen eine Rede, in der er genau das ansprach,
was mir- und mit mir sicher millionen Deutschen auf dem
Herzen liegt.

Er ging auf die Schuldgefiihle wegen unserer Vergangenheit
ein, die im Deutschen-~ insbesondere im Ausland- immer
wieder aufsteigen,

'rdsident Heagan liel3l genau das anklingen, was mich beim

malen des pildes bewegt hatte.

ileshalb kam mir spontan der Gedanke, dem Prédsidenten
anlédBlich seines Deutschlandbesuches mein pBild zu
schenken.,

lch wiirde mich freuen, wenn er mein Geschenk anndhme

und es verstiinde.






June 5, 1985
Dear Mr. Schulenburg:

President Reagan asked me to thank
you for your kind letter and the specially
created perfume in the hand-blown bottle
which you presented for Mrs. Reagan on the
occasion of their trip to the Federal
Republic of Germany. They want you to
know that they deeply appreciate this
thoughtful gesture of friendship and
goodwill on behalf of your company and the
people of Erftstadt.

With the President and First Lady's
best wishes to you, your staff, and all
the residents of your community,

incerely,
( AH )

Mr. H. J. Schulenburg

PFF International

Postfach 1328

D-5042 Erftstadt

Federal Republic of Germany

AH:CMF :JEH

DISPATCH THRU STATE.
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In 1977, the influential Corning

Museum of Glass, Corning,

N.Y., announced that one of

Eric White’s perfume bottles ,
had been chosen by the Museum ‘

for inclusion in its microfiche

library of contemporary glass. |

This annual photographic survey

has been established to provide

a record of the most significant !

glass pieces made each year
throughout the world. The
judging criteria focused on
overall quality, with emphasis
on originality and
craftsmanship.



























A New Columnist

Elie Wiesel lec tured

By JACOB NEUSNER
If Elie Wiesel had asked me

my advice about what to say to
e i President Rea-
gan and how to
say it, I would
Z have told him
2 this:
4 Remember,

not everyone in
the world is
Jewish.
By that 1
Neusner mean, remem-
ber that there are many peo-
ple in the world who do not see
things our way and who do not
understand how we see things.
To them, as to us all, the
President is President. Treat
him with respect, with dignity
owing to his office, even with
tact.

ABOVE ALL, remember
that he is a person of enor-
mous good will for the Jewish
people. He has done more for
the State of Israel than any
president before him (and
many have written enviable
records).

So do not lecture him, con-
descend to him, treat him as
though he does not feel the
things we feel or understand
us. He is a man of enormous
good will, and especially for us
Jews.

Heis a friend, not an enemy.

When the whole world con-
demned Israel for its invasion
of Lebanon in 1982, the Presi-
dent defended the State of
Israel and its actions. He lost
political capital by doing so.
He has paid his dues, he owes
us no apologies.

HE IS sympathetic to our
feelings and concerns, not hos-
tile.

Friends are permitted to
disagree. So, as the Israeli
position wisely stated mat-
ters: Friends are friends, and
mistakes are mistakes. Now
let’s get on with life.

Now that Bitburg is behind

us, we can look back with

some regret at the needlessly
emotional atmosphere in
which our tragedy, which was
the tragedy of humanity,
reached public consciousness.
Things were altogether too
contentious.

_._Our people appeared — as_

Mr. Wiesel showed the country
in his rather dscourteous lec-
ture to the President — less
concerned for the standing
and feeling of our friends than
we might have shown. The
President, for his part, did all
that was humanly possible to
express for the world the depth
of the tragedy of the Shoah.
What more could we have
hoped in the cause of remem-
bering the Shoah than what
President Reagan accom-
plished for us and for all
humanity?

THE PRESIDENT did not

gain, and we lost. So we felt
self-righteous, but it was the
President who went on, at
Bergen Belsen, to give one of
the great speeches of our time
on the subject beyond all

speech.

Who taught the world about
the Shoah, if not President
Reagan in his profound and
moving address? I do not think
that Mr. Wiesel did so well as
did Mr. Reagan.

We have to remember that
we are not the only ones who
live in America. We do have
many friends and allies,
people who not only believe in
the same things but also
respect us. Their good will is
worth nurturing.
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Please-convey my thanks to all perscnnel involved in this visit,
My best wishes to vou and your command for continued success.

J -

. Sincerely, --

o ) B égiw//)%% U

- EDWARD V. _HICKEY, JR. - -
Assistant to the Pre51dent

Major General William J. Breckner, Jr.

17th Air Force/CC- - A -
- Sempach Air Base, Germany

APO New York 08130 -
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Very awmpressea DY the men and women of your command. Your warm

reception brightened the day for everyone in the official party.

I hope that the e--7"---~ ‘ will be a
pleasant memento i e ieman . « uave also enclosed
some photos taken by the White House photographer. If you wish
to use them in an official publication I request that you receive
authorization from the White House Photo Office, attention Ms.
Carol Greenwalt, Room 475, OECOB. If there is anything more that
I can do for you, please do not hesitate to write or call me.

With everv best wish for continued success.

Sincerely, -

ROBERT R. IVANY

Major, U.” S. Army
Army Aide to the President

- “Colonel Peter D. Robinson -
Wing Commander - -
36th Tactical Fighter Win - -
Bitburg Air Base, Germany - ’ -
) APO New York 09132

TWith appreciation and best wzkk/as; :
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May 29, 1985

Dear Colonel Boden: 1”quwﬁﬁ;&/

Iim_wri%iﬁg’tu'zgénkhziu for finding
the stirring account of a yery special
Christmas in 1944, Your p in our
search—for—a—means to express the sensitive
and complex thoughts we hold on World

War II and the German people made all

the difference.

It means even more when we recall
that you were among those who fought in
that Battle in 1944-1945. As you were
then, you are still, the thoughtful,
caring and concerned American who
makes this world a bit better for us all.

iR~

Again, thank you for your help
and God isless You.

\
Sincerely,
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WASHINGTON !

July 1, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS

FROM: KIM WHITE

el

RE: Thank You Letter

-

Attached is a draft of a thank you letter to Col. Clyde Boden, ¢I¢3:
head of the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge. Col. Boden

was the fellow who tracked down the story of the German and
American soldiers who shared a Christmas Eve in a cottage in

a forest near the Battle of the Bulge. The President used the
story in his remarks at Bitburg Air Base during the trip this

past May. I have cleared the letter with both Agnes Waldron

and Ben Elliott and hope we can send it to Col. Boden from

tlie President.

Please let me know if there are any problems or if you have any
questions. I'm at extension 7750.

Col. Boden's address is:

512 North Livingston Street
Arlington, Virginia 22203
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 29, 1985
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Thank you very much for your kind message and

generous words. 1 am trul 14
for your a of my recent visit to

West Germany,™ I felt from the start that I was
doing the morally right thing, and feel that even
more so now that the trip is over. Your message

lwlfa.— strengthens my conviction. Pﬁ(
/ W Sincerely, st
R VI ka0 )
(6/6/85)

¥inside addressV¥

RR/DE/CAD/AVH/
Bitburg 6
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MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS
FROM: - WILLIAM F., MARTIN

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Mr. de Balasay

The NSC has reviewed and concurs with the draft reply to Mr. de
Balasay, as amended.



National Security Council

- System# _ T
Package # S (o E
/67
.SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN DISPOSITION
Bob Pearson / : A
William Martin

John Poindexter

Paul Thompson

Wilma Hall

Bud McFarlane

William Martin

NSC Secretariat

Situation Room

P

s

¥

1 = Information / = ActicV

R = Retain D = Dispatch N = No further Action

cc: VP Regan

COMMENTS

Buchanan

Should be seen by:

Other

{Date/Time)
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July 8, 1985
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIWRTIN e
FROM: NICK KLYYSAS / PET@Q&S‘FMER
SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Mr. de Balasy

Francois de Balasy, Secretary General of the French Committee for
an Atlantic Community, has written the President a complimentary
letter on his having visited Bitburg. We concur with Anne
Higgins's draft reply, as amended.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the self-explanatory memorandum to Anne Higgins at
Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment

Tab I Memo to Higgins with background papers



-Paris May 8 , I985

to Mr Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

Washington , D.C

U.S.A

Dear Mr President ,

Though being the Secretary General of the French Association for an
Atlantic Community - and in this capacity in close contact with the
U.S Atlantic Committee - ,in want to write to you only on a personnal
ground .

What you have done and the manner in which you have done it in Bitburg
demonstrated an impressive statemanship and a great sens of the western
destiny .

As a Frenchman and a veteran from the Resistance having fought against
the Nazis from my teen age , and later on in the Army ,I wanted to
clearly express my support in those critic - and much critisized -circum-
-stances .

I am , Dear Mr President ,

Faithfully yours

-1

'W004W >7 LM]
Frangols M. de Balasy

Chevalier de la Legion 'd'Honneur
Croix de Guerre
E.T.0 Medal
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