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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
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S/S 8533628 

Date November 25, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference!: 

To: President Reagan From: Dr. David Goldberg 

Date: Sept. 9, 1985 Subject: Thank you for Letter 

Reagan wrote on the spirit of the Jewish People 

WH Referral Dated: NSC ID# 

Action Taken: 

X 

(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the Department 
of State. 

A drafi reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

Remarks: Incoming is thank -you letter. 

,,6,:J Nicolas Platt 
/Executive Secretary 
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ME~ORANDUM FOR: 

Subject: 

S/S 8533628 
United States Department of State 

11' ashington, D. C. 20520 

November 18, 1985 

Mr. William F. Martin 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

I 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence I 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Dr. David Goldberg of Argentina 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive 
Secretariat Information Management Section on 11/13/85. 

~~~~-fa 
Director, S/S-I ~ 

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 118056 
EL/WD 
Spanish 

Delegaci6n de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas 
D. A. I . A . 

[Delegation of Argentine Israelite Associations] 
Pasteur 633, 5th floor 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Mr . Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

September 9, 1985 

We have the honor of acknowledging receipt of your kind 

letter of July 24, 1985, which in turn was in reply to the 

concern we expressed in our letter to you of May 2 . 

We have read your response to our concern with much 

interest, and can only emphasize that your clear and precise 

ideas strengthen our Jewish spirit, when you note that the 

Government of the United States is not forgetting the 

horrendous crimes committed by oppressive and dehumanizing 

Nazism against the Jewish people. Our deep Jewish feelings are 

kindled by your stirring reaffirmation that there will be no 

pardon for those monstrous crimes against humanity. As chil­

dren of the Jewish people, who suffered the Holocaust and the 

extermination of six million of our brothers, we feel truly 

encouraged in our faith that the United States, consistent with 
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the great humanistic declarations, will keep aloft its 

principles of human coexistence, the bulwark of the democracy 

and moral values which are so inseparable from the American 

humanist tradition and the Jewish people. 

Deeply moved by the enlightened ideas expressed in your 

letter, we, as representatives of the Argentine Jewish 

community, send you our warmest regards. 

[Signature] 

Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg 
Secretary 

[Signature] 

Dr. David Goldberg 
President 
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I. Don Harrington, ARA/SC 
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a. 

4,. 

.. 
IAction File Note and Retum 

IAi,proval For Clearance Per Conversation 

t\s Requested For Correction Prepare Reply 

Circulate For Your Information See Me 

Comment lnvestipte I :Si1nature 

Coordination Justify 
-REMARKS 

Don, 
Please forward the attached letter 

for President Reagan to the White House. 

I attached~ copy for your information. 

Many Thanks. 

r,~-k~=~t: 
~~M- ~~~-

DO NOT ..,. this fom, H • RECORD of ap.,.._ls, concum,~-••• 
clearances, and similar actions 

FROM: (Name, 0,1. symbol, Agency /Post) -, 
Tony Allitto 
9041-102 

fl GPO : 1983 0 - 381 - 52 9 ( 23?J 

Room No.-Bldg. 

Phone No. 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
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PASTEUR 633 SE Po&O TEL, 47-9442/9742 

Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985 

Senor Presidente de los 
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica 
D. Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pensylbania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 
20500 U.S.A. 

De nuestra mayor consideraci6n: 

Cumplimos con la honrosa m1s1on de 
dirigirnos al Senor Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta 
nota del 24 de jul io ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra 
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hicieramos llegar con 
fecha 2 de mayo. 

Hemos lefdo con vivo interes su ama­
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupaci6n y no podemos menos que subra­
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precises, reconfortan nuestro es­
piritu judfo, al senalar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no 
olvida los horrendos crfmenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor 
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judfo. No ocu l tamos nuestro pro­
fundo sentimiento judfo por su refirmaci6n, hoy mas ponderable 
que nunca, de que no habra perd6n para esos mostruosos crfmenes 
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judfo, que sufri6 el Ho­
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos, 
experimentamos un legftimo al iento a nuestra fe de que Estados 
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man­
tendra en alto sus principios de convivencia humana , base susten­
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables 
de la tradici6n humanista norteamericana y del pueb lo judfo. 

Emocionados profundamente por los 
lucidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al 
Senor Presidente con nuestra mayo r est ima, en nuestra condici6n 
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina . 

. Gorenberg 
etario 

r . Davi d Goldberg 
! Presidente 
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Senor ,reafdent• 4e lot 
ht1dos ~ldo1 de Norteaalrlu 
D. ~• 1 d lwag., 
1600 r•n1ylbanl1 Av.nue 
WHhlngton D.C. 
20500 U.S.A. 
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De nue1tra --,or contfct.recl&u 
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CU11Pfh.101 con 11 hoftrou alal&, de 
dlrlglmos al Ser.or Pr•ldante, para 1cut1r recfbo de I• atent• 
not• clal 2, de Julfo ppdo •• ~ue •• h•ce aco, • tu vez, de nueatra 
lnqufetud exterlorlzada en 11 c:.arta qua le hlcr,ramoa ll•a•r con 
f echa 2 • ..-,o. 

Heao1 lef do con vho lnttru 1u ••· 
~I• re1,unt1 • nuHtr• pr.cup.cldn y no podeao1 Nrlot que 1ubre­
y1r que tut concaptot, wroa y precf aot, raconfortan nue■ tro ••· 
pfrltu Judfo, al 1aflal1r qua@! Go~forr,u de 101 fatados ~fdo1 no 
otv:d• loe horrendo1 crfaenn ,.,patrados por el nezhao opre1or 
',' Je1hu.nnlzanta concra el pueblo .Judfo. No ocultallOI nueatro pro­
fundo santlmlento Judfo por au rafln.acl6n, hoy 8'1 ponderab1a 
~u• nunca, ct. q.,. no habra perdan para uo1 1101truoso1 c,f..,.•• 
4-1111 h...nldad. Coao hlJ01 del pueblo Judfo, que 1ufrl6 el Ho­
loc.uato y el extaraln lo de 16-t, 11l1 IClll11 da nuutr01 hera,anOI, 
e,cporlantH•o• .,., l•gh lao tlf anto • nue,tra fe ct. qua btado1 
IMlldol, GOn1ecuente con lot grand•• enunc:lado1 huunl1t11 1 •n• 
tendrl en alto 1111 prlnclplos ct. c.o.\Vlvanc:la huuna, w•• 1u1on• 
tadora do la cte.ocracfa y 4'e lu, valorn -,rel••• tan ln1epar1b1e1 
de la tradlc16n h-..nl1t11 uortN•rlun• y del pueblo Jucffo. 

laocfonadot proft!l'ldaeent• por los 
IGcf•• conuptoa puntualtudo1 .., 1u atenta carte, 1aludaaot •I 
Sal\or Pnaldant• -=on nuestr• 1tayor eurw, an nu.1tra condlcl6n 
cte repre1ent1ntu de 11 c011111fdad Juct.oargentlna. 

Lie. ldgerdo A. loNftbert 
lecretarlo 

Dr. 
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lueno1 Alrea, aeptfombr•1 de 1985 

Seftor Pretfdenta de 101 
htadot 1.Mldoo do NortMalrrca 
D. ftona 1 d Raag1111 
1600 P•n1ylbanle Avenue 
Wuhlngton D.C. 
20500 U.S.A. 

C1a11pllam1 cor1 la honrcu rtbl&, de 
dfrlglrnoa al Seftor ,, .. ldont•, para acuter roclbo de I• att1nt■ 
note de1 2, 6- Jul lo ppdo., qua •• hace eco, • 1u vaz. de nue1tra 
lnquletud exterlorlzada en 1a c.erta qua I hfcl4ramos ll•t•r con 
feeha 2 de Myo. 

Huzoa lef do con vlw fntorh 1u ••· 
bl• r•spue1t• • nuettra preocupacU6n y no podeaos 111enos que 1ubre­
yar qu. tut concaptos, d.aroa y ~r•cfao1 0 reconfortan nualtro ••· 
pf rhu JucU0 0 • l 1eftaftar que e! ~~!arnv de io.1 !a t ados Uni dot no 
ohtd• lofl horr.ndos crfNftn perpatredoa por el nozl1110 opretor 
~• Jeshwwanfzante c.oncra el pueblo .Judfo. No ocuit■IIIOI nuattro pro­
fundo aentlralento Judfo per au raff racl6n, hoy ta4, ponderablo 
quo nunco. de q..- no habr, percSan para uoa aostroo101 c,f..,,•• 
d•I••• hUlllllnldad. COllK> hlJoa dal ;,ueblo Judro, quo aufrl6 •1 tto­
loeau,to y el extanalnfo do sff~ 11l1lona1 da nuutro1 hermanos, 
e,cporfmontaat01 un leghillO el lento • nueatre fe de que btado1 
Unldoa, consecu.nte con 101 grand • cinunc:fado1 hWMnl1tH11 •n• 
tendrA en alto aut prlnclplos da CCII\Vlvencfa huuna, baae 1u1teft• 
tedora do la dM10Cracfo y de 1et1 valor•• 1110rale1, tan ln1eparable1 
de 1• _tradlcfdn hwunl1t11 riortu•rfcan• y del pueblo Jucno. 

laocfcn•dol prof1!tldnent• por IOI 
IGeldD1 conceptos p11,tvaH1ado1 en au otanta carte, ealuduot el 
Sef'lor Preal den to .:or\ nuestra a,ayor au f aMI, an nu.01tra condl d6n 
de repre1ent1ntu <t. la c011~ f dad Judeoargent Ina. 

Lfc, Ede-rdo A. GoNftberg 
Secratarfo 

Or. 

\ 
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Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1385 

Senor Presidente de los 
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica 
D. Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pensylbania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 
20500 U.S.A. 

De nuestra mayor consideraci6n: 

Cumplimos con la hon rosa m1s1on de 
dirigirnos al Senor Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta 
nota del 24 de jul io ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra 
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hicieramos llegar con 
fecha 2 de mayo. 

Hemes lefdo con vivo interes su ama­
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupaci6n y no podemos menos que subra­
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precises, reconfortan nuestro es­
piritu judio, al senalar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no 
olvida los horrendos crfmenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor 
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judfo. No ocultamos nuestro pro­
fundo sentimiento judfo por su refirmaci6n, hoy mas ponderable 
que nunca, de que no habra perd6n para esos mostruosos crfmenes 
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judfo, que sufri6 el Ho­
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuest os hermanos, 
experimentamos un legftimo al iento a nuestra fe de que Estados 
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man­
tendra en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten­
tadora de la democ racia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables 
de la tradici6n humanista norteamericana y del pueblo judio. 

Emocionados profunda ente por los 
luc i dos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al 
Senor Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condici6n 
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina . 

. Gorenberg 
etario 

r. David Goldberg 
1 Presidente 
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Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985 

Senor Presidente de los 
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica 
D. Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pensylbania Avenue 
Washington D. C. 
20500 U.S.A. 

De nuestra mayor consideraci6n: 

Cumplimos con la honrosa misi6n de 
dirigirnos al Senor Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta 
nota del 24 de jul io ppdo . , que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra 
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hicieramos l legar con 
fecha 2 de mayo . 

Hemos lefdo con vivo interes su ama­
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupaci6n y no podemos menos que subra­
yar que sus conceptos , claros y precises , reconfortan nuestro es­
pi ritu judfo, al senalar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no 
olvida los horrendos crfmenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor 
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judfo . No ocultamos nuestro pro­
fundo sentimiento judfo por su refirmaci6n, hoy mas ponderable 
que nunca, de que no habra perd6n para esos mostruosos crfmenes 
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judfo, que sufri6 e l Ho­
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos , 
experimentamos un legftimo al iento a nuestra fe de que Estados 
Unidos , consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas , man­
tendra en alto sus principios de convivencia humana , base susten­
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales , tan inseparables 
de la tradicion humanista norteamericana y del pueblo jud fo . 

Emoc ionados profundamente por los 
l ucidos conceptos puntual i zados en su atenta carta , saludamos al 
Senor Presidente con nuestra mayo r estima , en nuest ra condic i6n 
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina. 

. Gorenbe r g 
etario 

~ 
r. David Goldberg 

Pres i dente 
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United States Department of Stat~ /,L3-t)/ 

ME~ORANDUM FOR: 

Subject: 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

November 18, 1985 

Mr. William F. Martin 
NATIONAL SECURITY cotmCIL 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Dr. David Goldberg of Argentina 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive 
Secretariat Information Management Section on 11/13/85. 

~#.)k; ~- fn: 
Director, S/S-I ~ 

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 118056 
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Delegaci6n de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas 
D.A.I.A. 

[Delegation of Argentine Israelite Associations] 
Pasteur 633, 5th floor 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

September 9, 1985 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

We have the honor of acknowledging receipt of your kind 

letter of July 24, 1985, which in turn was in reply to the 

concern we expressed in our letter to you of May 2. 

We have read your response to our concern with much 

interest, and can only emphasize that your clear and precise 

ideas strengthen our Jewish spirit, when you note that the 

Government of the United States is not forgetting the 

horrendous crimes committed by oppressive and dehumanizing 

Nazism against the Jewish people. Our deep Jewish feelings are 

kindled by your stirring reaffirmation that there will be no 

pardon for those monstrous crimes against humanity. As chil­

dren of the Jewish people, who suffered the Holocaust and the 

extermination of six million of our brothers, we feel truly 

encouraged in our faith that the United States, consistent with 
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the great humanistic declarations, will keep aloft its 

principles of human coexistence, the bulwark of the democracy 

and moral values which are so inseparable from the American 

humanist tradition and the Jewish people. 

Deeply moved by the enlightened ideas expressed in your 

letter, we, as representatives of the Argentine Jewish 

community, send you our warmest regards. 

[Signature] 

Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg 
Secretary 

[Signature] 

Dr. David Goldberg 
President 
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~s ReQuested For Correction Prepare Reply 
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Don, 
Please forward the attached letter 

for President Reagan to the lfui te House. 

I attached~ copy for your information. 
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FROM: (Name. orc. symbol, Al•ney /Post) 

,-; 
Tony 
ICMl-102 

* GPO: 1$ 83 f) - 38 1- S,9 ( 237) 

Room No.-Bldi. 

Phone No. 
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Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985 

Senor Presidente de los 
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica 
D. Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pensylbania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 
20500 U.S.A. 

De nuestra mayor consideraci6n: 

Cumplimos con la honrosa m1s1on de 
dirigirnos al Senor Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta 
nota del 24 de jul io ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra 
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hicieramos llegar con 
fecha 2 de mayo. 

Hemos lefdo con vivo interes su ama­
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupaci6n y no podemos menos que subra­
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nuestro es­
piritu judfo, al senalar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no 
olvida los horrendos crfmenes perpetraclos por el nazismo opresor 
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judfo. No ocultamos nuestro pro­
fundo sentimiento judfo por su refirmaci6n, hoy mas ponderable 
que nunca, de que no habra perd6n para esos mostruosos crfmenes 
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judfo, que sufri6 el Ho­
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos, 
experimentamos un legftimo al iento a nuestra fe de que Estados 
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man­
tendra en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten­
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables 
de la tradici6n humanista norteamericana y del pueblo judfo. 

Emocionados profundamente por los 
lucidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al 
Senor Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condici6n 
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina. 

. Gorenberg 
etar io 
~ 
! Presidente 
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Sallor Pre1 ldente 4e lot 
htados &Mldo1 de NortNarlu 
D. ~• 1 d leag.n 
1600 P•n1ylbanla Avenue 
WHhlngton D.C. 
20SOO U.S.A. 

-----~------------------------

De nu11tra aeyor con, r•recl&u 

,,es 

! .·· 
./ 

c....,, 111101 c:cn ,. ~rcu .r,r& 4• 
dlrlglfflos al Ser.or Pre1ldente, p1r1 aeuaar raclbo de 1• 1tent1 
nota 4e1 2, • Jul lo ppdo., ~i,e •• hau eco, • 11, vu, d• nueatra 
lnquletud uterlorlaada en la cart• qua le hlcr,ramoa 11e91r con 
f •ch• 2 de ..-,o. 

HeaJ1 1af do con vlw h•t•r" 1u ••· 
~•• re1,ueat1 • 11ue1tra p.-.ocupacr6n y no podea:>1 aenos que 1ubr.­
yar que '"' COAceptoe. wroa y pracho1, reconfort.an nueuro ••· 
,frltu Judfo, a1 tel\alar qua e! ~~:4rnv de 101 f1tado1 ~ldot no 
otv:d• 1oe horreftdot crfNn" perpetrado1 por el nezhao opre1or 
)' Je1h~nl1ente COfttra •1 pueblo .Judfo. No ocultams n11a1tro pro­
fundo tentlalento Judfo por 1u refln.acl6n, hoy mi, ponderable 
ttu• nunca, • que ftO habr, per.-&\ para UOI IIOltruotOI err..,,., 
4etaaa h....,ldad. Coao hfJot dal p&Mblo Judfo, qwe 1ufrl6 el Ho­
loe.uato y •1 axta,-rnlo 4• 16.h afl lonaa de nuutro1 herunos, 
•"P•rf..ntH101 111 l•gh lao el lento I nueatr• fe de qua ht•do• 
t.,ldot, con1ecueftte con lot grand•• en111c:fado1 huunl1u1, •n• 
tendrl en alto 1111 prlnclplos ct. c.c.\Vlv.nda hYUna, N•• 1u1teft• 
tadora • la dMiocracla y '- 101 valor•• .,,al••• ten ln••~r•ble1 
de la tradlcl&l haanltt• r.ortu•rlnna y de1 pueblo Jucffo. 

laocfonadot prof1fl\dNenta por '" 
1Gcl4oa COM.ept01 puntua1 ludo1 .n au atanta carte, 1aludMot 11 
Sar.or PrH I de.nt• -=on nuestra ...-,or alt lw, a.n n~atra con di cl6n 
de repruent1ntH de la c011~fdad Judeoargentlna. 

Lie, fd~rdo A. loNftNrt 
lecretarfo 

Dr. 
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MEMORANDUM 4626 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANUM FOR SALLY KELLY 

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTIN t,,,(_ p &r-
SUBJECT: President Goldberg May 2 Letter to the President 

U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, Frank Ortiz, received a letter from 
a delegation of Argentine Jews regarding the President's visit to 
the Bitburg cemetery. Ambassador Ortiz was asked by the 
delegation to forward the letter to the White House. The 
Department of State has dra f ted a response to the letter with 
which the NSC concurs, as amended. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
SUGGESTED RESPONSE 

Dear Dr. Goldberg and Mr. Gorenberg: 

I am replying to your letter of May 2 to Ambassador 

Frank V. Ortiz regarding President Reagan's trip to the 

Federal Republic of Germany. 

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear 

the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed 

N'-3•·>-
in the name of thQ German state before and during World War 

II, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary ,~~&.!... 
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen 

" concentration camp to pay homage to those who perished at 

the hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 

anniversary of the liberation of that camp and again during 

his own visit, "There can and should be no absolution." 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has 

faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past. 

Dr. David Goldberg, President, 
and Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg, Secretary, 

Delegation of Argentine Jewish Associations, 
Pasteur 633, 5th Floor, 

Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA. 
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It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com­

mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 

standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in 
~ w ~II~ eU w~cL 

defense of freedom. The Presi ent's trip to Bitbur in-

cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, .. ~ houses 

me~bers of both t~e U.S. and German Air Forces 7 ~ ~....:: ~ 
¥""'ctn\~,:~ --lvt+ f1'~,\.e .. ~ --~ -U.d~~t"-, . 

~tant to demonstrate, particularly to the 
/1\.t_ fJ..J~--~~ 

younger generation in Germany , that although we continue to 

he ld the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider 

them t c bear i nd i vidual responsibility for the crimes of 

Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at 

Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes. 

Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society 

the German people have built. He considered . this to be a 

positive gesture which 1n no way detracted from his full and 

heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of 

the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives ___ ,,....___,, ~~ 

to defeat the Nazi regime

7
and its~. 

Sincerely, 

~c..W.1:::~ 





Bob Pearson 

William Martin 

John Poindexter . 

Paul Thompson 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

William Martin 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

4626 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 8, 1985 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

JACQUELINE TILL~ ~ 

President Goldber~ ~al 2 Letter to the President 

U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, Frank Ortiz, received a letter from 
a delegation of Argentine Jews regarding the President's visit to 
the Bitburg cemetery. He was asked to forward it to the White 
House. State has drafted a response to send to Sally Kelly for 
signature. We concur with the response, as amended. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward your memorandum to Sally Kelly. 

Approve kft,v.-­
"2&'6b, ~ concur. 

Attachments: 

Disapprove 

Tab I Your memo to Sally Kelly 
Tab II State's draft reply 

---

Tab III Incoming letter with translation 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

{TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 116567 
EL/JF 
Spanish 

Delegation of Argentine Jewish Associations 

Pasteur 633, 5th floor 

The Honorable 
Frank V. Ortiz 

Buenos Aires , May 2, 1985 

Ambassador of the United States of America 
Colombia 4300 

Mr. Ambassador: 

We have the unavoidable duty of writing to you in the name 

of the Judeo-Argentine community to express our deep 

consternation at the decision of President Ronald Reagan to 

visit, while he is in the Federal Republic of Germany, the 

military cemetery at Bitburg , where members of the Nazi SS are 

buried who died in battle against the democratic allies . 

The attitude of the U. S. President causes inconcealable 

sadness and bitter disappointment in the hearts of the members 

of the community we represent, a community inseparably bound to 

the united Jewish destiny and zealous in its custody of the 

high principles of freedom and human dignity. 

1'hese principles are violated when the President of the 

largest democracy in the world, which paid a generous tribute 

in young lives to crush Nazism, performs an act that could be 
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considered a vindication of the genocide of six million 

Jews--in the most horrifying holocaust in history--and of the 

despotic regime which tried to degrade the human condition with 

death and cruel oppression . 

We ask you to transmit to your government the substance of 

what is stated above, the profound feeling of the Jewish 

community of Argentina, and we take this opportunity to renew 

to you, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of our highest 

consideration. 

[Signature] 

Edgardo A. Gorenberg 
Secretary 

[Signature] 

Dr. David Goldberg 
President 



PASTEUR 633 5 E Po&O TEL, 47 - 9442/974 2 

Buenos Aires, mayo 2 de 1985 

Senor Embajador de las 
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica 
D. Frank Vo Ortiz 
Colombia 4300 
S/D 

Sefior Embaj ador: 

4626 

Cumplimos con el inexcusable deber de dirigirnos a us­
ted con el fin de expresarle, en nombre de la comunidad judeoargenti­
na, la profunda consternaci6n de esta ante la decision del Presidente 
de las Estados Unidos, Sr. Ronald Reagan, de concurrir durante su vi­
sita a la Republ ica Federal Alemana, al cementerio militar de Bitburg, 
donde se encuentran sepultados miembros de la S.S. nazi, cafdos en 
lucha contra las aliados democraticos. 

La actitud del mandatario norteamericano produce ino­
cultable tristeza y amarga decepci6n en el seno de la comunidad que 
representamos, inseparablemente l igada al destino mancomunado judfo y 
celosa de la custodia de las altos pf incipios de l ibertad y dignidad 
humana. 

Estos seven vulnerados cuando el Presidente de la ma­
yor democracia del mundo, que pag6 generoso tributo en vidas j6venes 
para aplastar al nazismo, efectua un acto pasible de ser considerado 
coma reivindicativo de las genocidas de los seis millones de judfos 
-en el mas horrendo Holocausto de la historia- y del despotico regi­
men que pretendi6 degradar la condici6n humana con la muerte y la 
cruel opresi6n. 

Al rogar a usted quiera transmitir a su Gobierno el 
significado de todo lo arriba expuesto, que es el profundo sentir de 
la comunidad judfa de la Argentina, hacemos propicia la oportunidad 
para saludar al Senor Embajador con nuestra consideraci6n mas distin­
guida. 
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AVH:CAD: 

Dear Mrs. Widell: 

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan following his visit to Bit­

burg Air Base in May. I regret the delay in this response, but our efforts 

to detennine the circumstances surrounding the difficulties you cited in 

your letter prevented us from answering as quickly as we would like. 

First of all, on behalf of the President, let me express his regret that 

you and your daughter, as well as her fellow second-graders, were unable 

to greet him on this occasion. The White House Advance Office informs us 

that your daughter's class was seated at a prominent place in the crowd for 

the President's visit with the hope that, circumstances permitting, the 

President would have the opportunity to greet the students and thank them 

for their kind invitation to Mrs. Reagan to visit their classroom. 

As you can understand, such factors as the size of a crowd, the requirements 

of the President's schedule, and the need for security influence any decision 

for the President to greet individuals attending an event. Because these 
a.-4+-t..<.,t-~ 

factors are~ by the situation at a given site once an event is under-
~ 

way, decisions for the President to greet members of the crowd j,6 not always 

made in advance. In this case, no meeting was promised and, as it turned out, 

the size of the crowd and security considerations prevented the President 

from meeting the students. 

I can sssure you that there is nothing the President enjoys more than spend­

ing time with young Americans, particularly those who are members of Armed 

Forces families serving our nation overseas. Every effort is made during 

Presidential visits to ensure that he is visible to all the attendees, and 

I know you will understand that even with the most meticulous planning it is 

impossible to assure that every person in an audience has the opportunity to 

see him. 
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One again, I hope you will accept our apology for the disappointment you 

felt on this occasion. I am enclosing for your daughter a signed photograph 

of President Reagan and a copy of the White House Booklet, which I hope she 

will enjoy having. 

Your kind words for the President mean a great deal to him, and he has 

asked me to send you and your family his warm best wishes. 

WHcc: 
cc: 

Rep. David Harri~
5

;-,., f. 
Advance Office _ e, 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 7/5/ff-5 

TO : 

ACTION : 

D Review/Approva l 

~commendation 

D Information Copy 

D Draft Reply 

D As we discussed 

DATE ACTION NEEDED: 

COMMENT: 

CHARLES A. DONOVAN 
Presidentia l Correspondern::.s 
Room 94, OEOB • x7610 



DISTRICT OFFICE: 

1655 SO. ARLINGTON HEIGHTS ROAD 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS. IL 60005-3724 

31 2 / 952- 1 995 

CAPITOL OFFICE: 

2132 STRATTON BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD. IL 62706-0001 

217/782-7776 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DAVID HARRIS 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE• 53RD DISTRICT 

July 17, 1985 

CHARLES A. D\~°A"JN 
DAVID HARRI'41'/ 
Background on Bitburg Correspondence 

COMMITTEES·: 

REVENUE 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

PERSONNEL AND PENSIONS 

ELECTIONS 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

VETERANS ' AFFAIRS 

In reference to the letter The President received from the 
parent of a second grade student at Bitburg AFB, West Germany 
(letter attached), let me relay the following information. Hope­
fully this will be helpful to you in deciding wether or not to 
respond; and by the way, I do believe a response would be appro­
priate. Give me a call if you have any further questions. 

I was the Lead Advanceman at Bitburg, and during the course 
of my team's work there, it was discovered that the second grade 
class from the Bitburg AFB elementary school had invited The 
First Lady to visit their class when she was in Germany. The in­
vitation was extended in January or early February prior 
to any itinerary being set. The class received a note from The 
First Lady's office saying that a visit would probably not be 
possible. 

When it was determined that The President would visit Bitburg 
AFB, I made arrangements with the school principal to have the 
second grade class sit right at the front of the crowd. The 
principal was told that if time and circumstance permitted, The 
President might be able to come over to the crowd area and say 
hello to the second graders. No meeting was ever promised; how­
ever I'm not sure that is the message which was passed along to 
the kids. 

As things worked out, the crowd was too large and security 
barriers not strong enough for The President to work the rope­
line; therefore, he did not have the opportunity to greet the 
second graders. The fact that The President did not acknow­
ledge the students in his remarks, I cannot account for. I 
thought speechwriting was plugged in regarding the children; 
perhaps they didn't fit into the context of a very significant 
speech. 

As for the letter writer's inability to see The President, 
that can only be attributed to a larger-than-expected crowd and 
the bad luck of the draw as to a place to stand. The President 
was positioned in the middle of the tarmac in clear sight of 
virtually everyone, and I would find it hard to believe that he 
was not seen by 99.8% of the people in attendance. 
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CHAIRMAN 

JACK F. KEMP, M.C. 
31 ST DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

LYNN MARTIN, M.C. 
16TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS 

SECRETARY 

ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO, M.C. 
19TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

JV I 

April 22, 1985 

Mr. Jack Gilder 
Room 100 

l\epublican ~onference 
It.~. J,oust of i\tprestntatibes 

Masbington, Ile!: 20515 

The Old Executive Office 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Bldg. 

Dear Jack: 

ROOM 1618 

LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILOING 

202-225-5107 

DAVE HOPPE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Whoever is working on speech material for Bitburg ma interested 
,, in looking at Frederick Douglass' s autobiography.,_ "My Life and Times.'' 

Cliapter ~ ixteen includes an a~count of his visit to his former slave 
master after the war and may contain some material that might be 
useful with respect to the Bitburg problem. 

Sincerely, 

{)~ 
Dennis Teti 



TO: 

FROM: 

U.S. Department of Justice 
,......,,,.,.........,.,Qffice of the Attorney General 

19 April 1985 

Josh Gilder 
Presidential Speechwriting 
The White House 

Ed McNally 

Good luck with this headache. 

The attached materials are 
the Lincoln addresses we discussed this 
morning. 
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MAR CH 4, 1 8 6 5 
State, in compliance with the requirements of the · 18th. Section 
of the Act entitled "An Act to regulate the Diplomatic and Con­
slllar Systems of the United States," Approved August 18th. 1856. 

·.· ?1f 
, I 

Washi[ngton, March 3, 1865] [ABRAHAM LINCOLN] 
1 DS, DNA RG 46, Senate 38A F3. Part of the date and signatw;-e have been 

tom from the document. The accompanying report may be found in Thirty-
eighth Congress, Second Se$sion, Senate Executive Document No . .3~; · 

i 
!" 

, ' 

Second Inaugural Address1 

·:<:.1 ·:.· 

:..! ~' ' 

[Fellow Countrymen:] March 4, 1865 
At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential. 

office, there is less occasion for an extended address .than there was 
' at the first. Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of -a cours~ to · 

be pursued, seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of 
four years, during which public declarations have been constantly 
called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which 
s~ll absorbs the attention, and engrosses the enerergies [sic] of the 

· nation, little th~t is new could be presented. The progress of our 
arms, upon whi~h all eise chiefly depends, is as well known to the 
public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and 
encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in -
regard to it is :veP,-tured. 
· On the occasioii corresponding 1;0 this four years ago, all 
thoughts were anxiously direct~d to an impen~g civil-w~r. All 
dreaded it-all sought to ayert it, While the ina~geral address 
was peing delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving 
the Union without war, insurgent agents were in 'the-city seeking , 

. .. to destroy it without war-seeking to dissol [ V] e the Union, and di- ' . : ; : 
. vide effects, by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one · 
of thexn would make war rather than let the nation··survive; and 
the ~ther would accept war rather than let it :p~rish. And tbe wal' 
came. . , .. . .. . · 

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaYes, not dis­
tributed generally over the Union, but localized in, the $outhern , 
part3 of it. These slayes consµtuted a peculiar and powerful in- · 

· terest. All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the 
war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was t~e 
object for which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by 
war; while the government claimed no right to do more than to 

. restrict the temtorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected , .... 
for the war, the magnitude, or the duration, which it h~s already :; · : , .. : 

. . ,;• . 

i 
i 
} 
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attained. Neither anticipated that the cause o~ the conflict might 

· cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease. Each 
looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and 
astounding. Both read the san1e Bible, and pray tei the same God; 
and each invokes His aid against the other. It may .seem strange 
that any° men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wring­
ing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us 
judge not that we be not judged. The prayers of bcith could not 
be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Al-
mighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of 
offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that 
man by whom the offence cometh!'! ., If we shall suppose that 
American Slavery is one of those offences which, in the prov­
idenc.e of God, must needs come, but which, having continued 
through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He 
gives to both North and South, this terrible war, as the woe due 
to those by whom the offence came, shall we discern therein any 
departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a 
Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we h~pe-fervently 
do we, pray-that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled. 

· by the·'bond-man's two hundred and fifty years of u:rrrequited toil 
shall be sunk, and until . every drop of blood drawn with the 
lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the ~word, as was said 
three3 thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgment-; 

··---;; 

-· 

9f the Lord, are true and righteous altogether'' --~ 
With malice toward none; with charityfor all; with firmness u 

the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us striv_e on to finish 
· t4e work we a.re in; to bind up the natiQ:n.'s wounds; to care for 
~ who sha.11 have borne the battle1 and for his widow, and his . 
orphan:_to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a 

·. lasting ·pea~e1 among ourselves, and with all nations! 

.. [Endorsement] 

Original manuscript .of second In~ugeral presented to Major John 
Hay. · · A. LINCOLN · 

April 10. 1865 

1 AD, DLC. The salutation is not in Lincoln's h!llldwriting, An autograph 
copy of the fmal paragraph, written by Lincoln at the request of Mrs. John E 
Usher,.is now owned by Arthur Wendell, Rahway, New Jel'sey • 

· 2 Lincoln deleted "half' and inserted "part." 
8 Lincoln first ·wrote "four," erased it and substituted "three." 
4 µpcoln deleted "the world" and inserted. "all nations." 
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· Four score · and seven years ago our fathers .·. 
brought forth on this continent, a new nation, · 
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the prop-
osition that all men are -created equal. . 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or any nation so · 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure . . 
We are met on a great battle-field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion of that 
field , as a fina·I resting place for those who 
here gave their lives that that nation might live. 
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should 
do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate 
-we can not consecrate--we can not hallow­
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, 
who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget what they 
did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be . 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which 
they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedi­
cated to the great task remaining before us­
that from these honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which they gave the 
last full measure of devotion-that we here 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain-that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom-and that govern­
ment of the people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth. 

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS, the memorable words 
spoken by President- Abraham Lincoln at the 

, dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery at 
t Gettysburg, Pa., on Nov. 19, 1863. 
\ Circumstances. For three days in early July 
1 1863, one of the most critical battles of the 
.; American Civil War was fought outside the vii­
i !age of Gettysburg. When it was over, more 

. f than 7,000 soldiers, Northern and Southern, were 
buried in temporary graves near where they fell. 
On Cemetery Ridge, the site of the village ceme-
tery, which had been the center of the Union line 
during the battle, land was purchased for a per-

I
i manent military cemetery. Within the next few 

months the Union dead and nearly 1,000 un­
. identifiable corpses, Union and Confederate, were 

disinterred and .reburied. Southern soldiers were 
i reburied after the war in-Southern cities. 
J · Ceremonies. The cemetery was formally dedi­
! cated on November 19 in the presence of Presi­
~ dent Lincoln, cabinet members, governors of 
! Northern states, and other civil and military offi-

1
. cials. The principal speaker was Edward Everett, 

a distinguished public servant, who was con­
sidered the nation's foremost orator. 

l Everett gave the crowd of 15,000 what it ex­
i pected and .wanted to hear-a long and learned 
! oration full of classical allusions, historical paral-

1 

leis, · and a vigorous denunciation of secession. 
After the singing of a hymn, Lincoln rose to 
speak the brief words of dedication. 

The Address. Lincoln had prepared his speech 

I carefully, and had not, as tradition says, dashed 
. it off on the back of an envelope aboard the 

I··. train from Washington. The Union victory at 
Gettysburg had been momentous. It demon­
strated that if the will of the Northern people 
to fight on could be sustained, the Union ulti-

1 
mately would triumph. ,Lincoln was anxious to 
pay a suitable tribute to .the men who had_ given 
their lives to make such a victory possible. He 

1 may also have wished to neutralize an unflatter-
l ing story his political opponents were~ telling 
1 about his visit · to the battlefield at Antietam, j Md., in 1862. 

H£R-B£-RT t..A HKS -P!~ 

SITE OF 9ETTYSBURG ADDRESS is marked by a 
memorial with a bronze bust of Abraham lincQ:l r_ 

While riding in an ambulance across the 
field where so many men had died two weeks 
earlier, Lincoln had asked a friend to relieve 
the grimness of the moment with a song. The 
opposition press reported the incident as if Lin­
coln had desecrated a holy spot with ribald songs 
and laughter. At Gettysburg he could express 
the reverence he truly felt. 

There are five copies of the Gettysburg Ad­
dress in Lincoln's handwriting. The first, owned 
by the President's secretary, John G. Nicolay, 
was probably the copy actually read at Gettys­
burg. Each. of the others, w1itten during the 
next few months at the · request of individuals, 
including Edward Everett, contain minor varia­
tions. It is not until the third, or Everett, copy, 
for example, that the words "under God" appear, 
although it is possible that Lincoln interpolated 
the phrase while reading the original copy. The 
fifth version, incorporating Lincoln's final revi­
sions, hangs in the Lincoln Room in the White 
House. It is reprinted above. 

Reaction . The Gettysburg Address was 
quickly recognized as a literary masterpiece eve::i 
though a few opposition newspapers predictably 

• disparaged it. So elegant and graceful is Lin­
coln's ·simple prose-poem that the grandeur of its 
message is obscured. Yet, Edward Everett wrote 
to Lincoln, "I should be glad .if I could fl atter 
myself that I came as near to the central idea 
of the occasion ..in two hours as you did in two 
minutes." The central idea of the occasion-and 
the' whole purpose of the Civil War as Lincoln 
saw it-was that the people of the United States 
should fight on to victory, not for its own sake, 
not even for the. sake of the black slaves, but-to 
paraphrase his words-so that nations conceived 
in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal would not perish from 
the earth. 

WILLIAM HANCHETT, San Diego State Coll.ege 
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LAURENCE W. BEi LEN SON 

1946 NORTH GRAMERCY PLACE 

LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 90068 

TELEPHONE {213) 467-6479 

President Ronald Reagan 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 3, 1985 

You were right to refuse to bend to the journalistic outcry 
against your visit to Bitburg Cemeterx . Morally, Christianity enjoins 
forgiveness. Wise statecraft commands that if we accept the West 
Germans as a major member of the North Atlantic Alliance, we cannot 
treat them as pariahs. 

The same voices which condemned your visit applauded: 

Israel's acceptance of reparations from the West Germans; 

Israel's extended hand to Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, who 
commanded a submarine in World War II under Hitler; 

Nixon's toasts to Mao Zedong, whose hands were still dripping 
the blood of the millions of innocents he had slaughtered; 

Tip O'Neill's visit to Gorbachev, who is still killing the 
Afghans; 

Your prospective visit to Gorbachev, whose predecessors 
murdered more persons than Hitler. 

If a nation is always to be held responsible . for 
past horrors, let us not forget: 

That the German pamphleteers first used the appellation "Huns" 
to describe the French, following Louis XIV's burnings and killings in 
the Palatinate, where Bitburg is located; 

That Cromwell, while ruling England, killed off a third 
of the Irish; 

That Turkey massacred Armenians plus all and sundry; 

That from colonial times to the Civil War, Americans held the 
negro in slavery, not to mention what we did to the Indians. 



President Ronald Reagan 2 May 3, 1985 

I could go on endlessly. The pages of history are steeped in 
the blood of the innocents. Let him who is without sin cast the first 
stone. 

We should remember humankind's inhumanity, but not to perpetuate 
it by wars of revenge. Good morals and wise statesmanship dictated your 
courageous stand. 

Sincerely, 

LAURENCE W. BEILENSON 

LWB:dc 

Dictated but not signed 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

33tc15f 
Y..t.. I It~/ 

M,-'ti t-' ; 
/ 

May 30, 1985 
/), I ;J '13 L/ 

Dear Mr. Luxner: 

On behalf of President Reag an , I want to ack,.Dmi,led L r E;_S~~ t _ 
of your message regarding his decision to visit the military 
c eme 1:e r y at. ~1J f5)1r~, .... !!st~ _..E.1!'-J·ny..:.:=-"'Tne- persona1--concen:"'·'t1ia t 
prompted you to write the resiaent and to enclose the items 
you earned as a result of your military service is fully 
understood. As he said on May 5, the President regrets that 
his decision to proceed with this visit caused loyal Americans 
a measure of pain in what should have been a time of healing. 

With this letter, I am retur,ning to ,X~l!, thLig~ . ou __ s ~ . .D .. t.~.:t~Q. 
the Prest den"t;_ 9;.§ __ a si n o...LY9J!L d~-~P.~{ii~~?-..9.f~ §.l!l~,J,XI;. 'ti.tJ:J __ _ pi_s 
action. Your statement has been brought to the attention of 
all t he -···appropriate members of the Administration. I hope you 
will understand, in turn, our view that the items you enclosed 
signify your accomplishments in service to our country, and 
that their importance can in no way be diminished by any 
current controV-ersy. You earned these awards in the defense 
of peace and freedom, and for that reason we believe that they 
should remain in your possession as a symbol for you and your 
loved ones of both your courage and sacrifice. 

The President has asked me to send you his best wishes for the 
future. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. Mort Luxner 
Post Office Box 25487 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33320 



ner 
Box 25487 

For dale, FL 33320 

UNCI.AJMl!t, 
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