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Nl DEPARTMENT OF STATE
N2 EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
s/s 8533628
Date November 25, 1985
For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane

National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Reagan From: Dr. David Goldberg

Date: Sept. 9, 1985 Subject: Thank you for Letter

Reagan wrote on the spirit of the Jewish People

—

WH Referral Dated: NSC ID #

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the Department
of State.’

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks: Incoming is thank -you letter.

Zéﬁ Nicolas Platt
Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED




S/S 8533628
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. William F. Martin
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
Subject: Alerting NSC on Presidential
Correspondence

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan

from pr. David Goldberg of Argentina
which is transmitted for your information.

This document was received in the Executive
Secretariat Information Management Section on 11/13/85.

(P Pl 9, e

Director, S/S- Jq =z
Information Management Section
Executive Secretariat
ext. 23836



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

LSNO. 118056
EL/WD
Spanish

Delegacibn de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas
D.A.T.A.
[Delegation of Argentine Israelite Associations]
Pasteur 633, 5th floor
Buenos Aires, Argentina
September 9, 1985
Mr. Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
of America
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
Mr. President:

We have the honor of acknowledging receipt of your kind
letter of July 24, 1985, which in turn was in reply to the
concern we expressed in our letter to you of May 2.

We have read your response to our concern with much
interest, and can only emphasize that your clear and precise
ideas strengthen our Jewish spirit, when you note that the
Government of the United States is not forgetting the
horrendous crimes committed by oppressive and dehumanizing
Nazism against the Jewish people. Our deep Jewish feelings are
kindled by your stirring reaffirmation that there will be no
pardon for those monstrous crimes against humanity. As chil-
dren of the Jewish people, who suffered the Holocaust and the

extermination of six million of our brothers, we feel truly

encouraged in our faith that the United States, consistent with



- 2 -
the great humanistic declarations, will keep aloft its
principles of human coexistence, the bulwark of the democracy
and moral values which are so inseparable from the American
humanist tradition and the Jewish people.
Deeply moved by the enlightened ideas expressed in your
letter, we, as representatives of the Argentine Jewish

community, send you our warmest regards.

[Signature] [Signaturel]

Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg Dr. David Goldberg
Secretary President
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PASTEUR 833 S¢ Pis0 TEL. 47-9442/9742

Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985

Sefior Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
D. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pensylbania Avenue
Washington D.C.

20500 U.S.A.

De nuestra mayor consideracidn:

Cumplimos con la honrosa misién de
dirigirnos al Sefior Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta
nota del 24 de julio ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hiciéramos 1legar con
fecha 2 de mayo.

Hemos lefdo con vivo interés su ama-
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupacidn y no podemos menos que subra-
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nuestro es-
piritu judio, al sefalar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no
olvida los horrendos crimenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judio. No ocultamos nuestro pro-
fundo sentimiento judio por su refirmacidn, hoy mds ponderable
que nunca, de que no habrd perdén para esos mostruosos crimenes
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judio, que sufrié el Ho-
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos,
experimentamos un legitimo aliento a nuestra fe de que Estados
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man-
tendrd en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten-
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables
de la tradicién humanista norteamericana y del pueblo judio.

Emocionados profundamente por los
lGcidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al
Sefior Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condicifn
de representantes de la comunidad judeocargentina.

Y

—

Li dgardo A. Gorenberg )r. David Goldberg
Secfetario : Presidente
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De nusstra meyor consldereciéa:

: Cuxplinss con 1a honrosa mlisién de
dirigirnos al Sefior Presidente, pars scusar reclbo de la atents
nota dal 204 de Jullo ppdo., que ss hace eco, a su vez, de nusstras
Inqulietud extariorizada en s carta qua le hicléramos Vlagar con
facha 2 da mayo.

Hazos lelfdo con vivo Interés su ame-
ble respuesta 8 nuestres preccupacién y no podenos menos que subre~
yar que sus concsptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nusstro es-
plritu Judfo, al sefalar que ¢! Sctlaimo de los Estados Unldos no
olvida los horrendos crimenes perpstrados por e} nexiswo opresor
y Jeshumanlzente concra el pusblo Judfo. Mo ocultamos nuettro pro~
fundo sentimlento Judfo por su refirmacién, hoy mfs ponderable
que nunca, do que no habré perdin para es0s mostruosos crfimenss
delesa humanidad. Como hijos de! pueblo judfo, que sufrié sl Ho-
locausto y el exterminlo do sddz wlllones de nuastros hermenos,
exporioentamos un legftimo sllento & nuastra fe de que Estados
Unldos, consecusnte con los grandes enunciados humanlistas, men-
tendrd on alto sus principlos de coavivencia humana, base susten-
tadora do la democracia y de los valores morales, tan Inseparables
de la tradiciSn humanista norteamsricana y del pusblo Judfe.

Imocionados profimdaments por los
18cldos concaptos puntualizados en su atents carta, saludamos el
Seflor Presidsnte con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condicidn
de represententes de la comunidad Judecargentina,

H
Lic. Edgardo A. Gorenberg Dr. David Goldberg
Secretario Presldents
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D nuestra meyor considerecifng

; Cuplinss con 13 honrcsae mislién de
dirigirnos al SeRor Presidents, para scusar recibo de J2 atents
nots det 2% de jullo ppdo., que 88 hace eco, & su vez, da nuestra
inquietud exterlorizeada en la carta que ls hicléramos Yleger con
facha 2 de mayo,

Hemos tefdo con viw Interés su ame-
bie respuests & nuestra preccupscién y no podemcs menos que subro~
Yar que Sus concaptos, cdaros y precisos, reconfortan nusstro es~
piritu Judfo, al sefalar que e) Bcblamo de ios Estados Unldos no
sivide los horrendos crimenes perpstrados por ¢l nezlsmo opresor
y Jeshusanizente soncra ol pusblo judlo. Mo ocultamos nuastro pro~
fundo sentimiento jJudlo por su refirwaciédn, hoy wés ponderable
que nunga, do que 1o habré perdln para 508 MStruosos <risenas
dejass humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo Judfe, gque sufrié el Ho-
locausto y sl exterminic de séds w!llonss de nusstros hermanos,
sxporimentsmos un leglitimo aliento @ nuestra fe de que Estados
Unidos, consstusnte con los grandes enunclados humanistas, man-
tendrd en alto sus princlpios de coavivancia humana, Lase susten=
tedors do le democracis y de los valorss morales, tan [nseparsbles
da la tradicién humanista nortesmaricena y dal pusblo judlo.

tmocionados profimdamenta por los
18cldos conceptos puntualizados en su atente carts, seludamos al
Sefior Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condlcibn
de representontes de la comunidad Judeoargentins.

Ll

]
Lic, Edgardo A, Goremberg br. David Golidbarg
Sacretario Presidante

e AR
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PASTEUR 633 S¢ P180 TEL 47-9442/9742

Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985

Sefior Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
D. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pensylbania Avenue
Washington D.C.

20500 U.S.A.

De nuestra mayor consideracion:

Cumplimos con la honrosa misidn de
dirigirnos al Sefior Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta
nota del 24 de julio ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra
inguietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hiciéramos 1legar con
fecha 2 de mayo.

Hemos lefdo con vivo interés su ama-
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupacidn y no podemos menos que subra-
yar gque sus conceptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nuestro es-
piritu judio, al sefialar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no
olvida los horrendos crimenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judio. No ocultamos nuestro pro-
fundo sentimiento judio por su refirmacidn, hoy mds ponderable
que nunca, de que no habrd perddn para esos mostruosos crimenes
de lesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judio, que sufrié el Ho-
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos,
experimentamos un legitimo aliento a nuestra fe de |que Estados
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man-
tendrd en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten-
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tlan inseparables
de la tradicidén humanista norteamericana y del puebllo judio.

Emocionados profundamente por los
ldcidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta,| saludamos al
Sefior Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestfa condicidn
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina.

ALty

dgardo A. Gorenberg )r. David Goldberg
Secyetario 5 Presidente




8533628
;gia/ . '32/422W¢EZZZ;vkkzczZRthd <:2§;426Z¢£é&4’mgzéé;ZfﬂﬂéébZd&4

PASTEUR 633 5S¢ PisO TEL. 47-9442/9742

Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985

Sefior Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
D. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pensylbania Avenue
Washington D.C.

20500 U.S.A.

De nuestra mayor consideracidn:

Cumplimos con la honrosa misidn de
dirigirnos al Sefior Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta
nota del 24 de julio ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hiciéramos 1legar con
fecha 2 de mayo.

Hemos leido con vivo interés su ama-
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupacién y no podemos menos que subra-
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nuestro es-
piritu judfo, al sefialar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no
olvida los horrendos crimenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judio. No ocultamos nuestro pro-
fundo sentimiento judio por su refirmacidn, hoy mds ponderable
que nunca, de que no habrd perddn para esos mostruosos crimenes
de lesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judio, que sufrié el Ho-
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos,
experimentamos un legitimo aliento a nuestra fe de que Estados
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man-
tendrad en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten-
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables
de la tradicidén humanista norteamericana y del pueblo judfio.

Emocionados profundamente por los
1lcidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al
Sefior Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condicidn
de representantes de la comunidad judeoargentina.

Gorenberg
tario o 1ruCliLe
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November 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. William F. Martin
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
Subject: Alerting NSC on Presidential
Correspondence

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan
from pr. David Goldberg of Argentina
which is transmitted for your information.

This document was received in the Executive
Secretariat Information Management Section on 11/13/85.

Information Management Section
Executive Secretariat
ext. 23836

NSE# 6o 7320



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

LsnNo. 118056
EL/WD
Spanish

Delegacidn de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas
D.A.I.A.
[Delegation of Argentine Israelite Associations]
Pasteur 633, 5th floor
Buenos Aires, Argentina
September 9, 1985
Mr. Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
of America
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
Mr. President:

We have the honor of acknowledging receipt of your kind
letter of July 24, 1985, which in turn was in reply to the
concern we expressed in our letter to you of May 2.

We have read your response to our concern with much
interest, and can only emphasize that your clear and precise
ideas strengthen our Jewish spirit, when you note that the
Government of the United States is not forgetting the
horrendous crimes committed by oppressive and dehumanizing
Nazism against the Jewish people. Our deep Jewish feelings are
kindled by your stirring reaffirmation that there will be no
pardon for those monstrous crimes against humanity. As chil-
dren of the Jewish people, who suffered the Holocaust and the

extermination of six million of our brothers, we feel truly

encouraged in our faith that the United States, consistent with



- 2 -
the great humanistic declarations, will keep aloft its
principles of human coexistence, the bulwark of the democracy
and moral values which are so inseparable from the American
humanist tradition and the Jewish people.

Deeply moved by the enlightened ideas expressed in your
letter, we, as representatives of the Argentine Jewish

community, send you our warmest regards.

[Signature] [Signature]

Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg Dr. David Goldberg
Secretary President
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PASTEUR 633 5S¢ Pis0 Tew 47-9442/0742

Buenos Aires, septiembre 9 de 1985

Sefior Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
D. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pensylbania Avenue
Washington D.C.

20500 U.S.A.

De nuestra mayor consideracion:

Cumplimos con la honrosa misidn de
dirigirnos al Sefior Presidente, para acusar recibo de la atenta
nota del 24 de julio ppdo., que se hace eco, a su vez, de nuestra
inquietud exteriorizada en la carta que le hiciéramos llegar con
fecha 2 de mayo.

Hemos lefdo con vivo interés su ama-
ble respuesta a nuestra preocupacién y no podemos menos que subra-
yar que sus conceptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nuestro es-
pTritu judio, al sefialar que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no
olvida los horrendos crimenes perpetrados por el nazismo opresor
y deshumanizante contra el pueblo judio. No ocultamos nuestro pro-
fundo sentimiento judio por su refirmacidn, hoy mds ponderable
que nunca, de que no habrd perddn para esos mostruosos crimenes
delesa humanidad. Como hijos del pueblo judio, que sufrié el Ho-
locausto y el exterminio de seis millones de nuestros hermanos,
experimentamos un legitimo aliento a nuestra fe de que Estados
Unidos, consecuente con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man-
tendrd en alto sus principios de convivencia humana, base susten-
tadora de la democracia y de los valores morales, tan inseparables
de la tradicién humanista norteamericana y del pueblo judfo.

Emocionados profundamente por los
1dcidos conceptos puntualizados en su atenta carta, saludamos al
Sefior Presidente con nuestra mayor estima, en nuestra condicidn
de representantes de la comunidad judecargentina.

David Goldberg

Li dgardo A. Gorenberg Ir
: Presidente

Secyetario
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De nusstra meyor conslderscibn:

; Cuplizms con 1a hoarcsa alsidén de
dirigirnos al SeRor Presidente, para acusar reclbo de 1o atente
note dal 24 de Jullo ppdo., que ss hacs eco, a su vez, de nuastra
Inqulietud exteriorizada en la carta qua le hicléramos llagar ¢on
fecha 2 de mayo,

Heaos lefdo con vivo Interés su ame-
ble respueste a nuestre preccupacién y no podesos menos que subre=
yar que sus concaptos, claros y precisos, reconfortan nusstro es-
plritu Judfo, ol sefalar qua ¢! Estlamo de los Estados Unldos no
olvida loe horrendos crimenes parpstrados por el nexlsmo opresor
y Jdeshumarnizente concre ol pueblo judfo., Mo ocultamos nuestro pro~
fundo sentimlento Judfo por su refirsacifn, hoy mfs ponderable
Que nunca, de que no hadré perddn para ssos mostruosos crimenes

detesa humanidad. Como hijos del pusblo Judfo, qus sufrid el Ho~

locausto y el exterminio de 3é4dz mlllones da nuastros hermanos,
exparimentamos un legftimo ellento @ nuestra fe de qus Estados
Unldos, consecuents con los grandes enunciados humanistas, man-
tendrd en alto sus principlos de coavivenclia humana, base susten-
tadora de la desocracia y de los valores morales, tan Inseparsbles
de la tradicién humanists norteamsricana y del! pueblo Judfo.

Emoclonados profimdamente por los
18cldos conceptos puntualizados en su atents carts, saludamocs ol
Sefor Prasldents con nuestra mayor astims, en nusstra condicién
de repressntantes de la comunidad Judecargentina.

L

]
Lic. Edgardo A, Gorenbery bDr. David Geoldberp
Secretario Presidante
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MEMORANUM FOR SALLY KELLY
FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTIN

SUBJECT : President Goldberg mMay Z Letter to the President

U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, Frank Ortiz, received a letter from
a delegation of Argentine Jews regarding the President's visit to
the Bitburg cemetery. Ambassador Ortiz was asked by the
delegation to forward the letter to the White House. The
Department of State has drafted a response to the letter with
which the NSC concurs, as amended.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
SUGGESTED RESPONSE

Dear Dr. Goldberg and Mr. Gorenberg:
I am replying to your letter of May 2 to Ambassador
Frank V. Ortiz regarding President Reagan's trip to the

Federal Republic of Germany.

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear

the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
N%sgw-
in the name of the~GCerman—-state before and during World War

ITI, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
@ PG o VLV -G

a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen

q

concentration camp to pay homage to those who perished at

included

the hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21
anniversary of the liberation of that camp and again during

his own visit, "There can and should be no absolution.®

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has

faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.

Dr. David Goldberg, President,
and Mr. Edgardo A. Gorenberg, Secretary,
Delegation of Argentine Jewish Associations,
Pasteur 633, 5th Floor,
Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA,



It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in

_ o Aot W g el hict.
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburgsin-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base,aégggg houses

members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces, W woake -

Sf““‘iﬂ ALC anccfietias f"ua+-{4n30vuuuo-~ 6L¥uuu~. sratwliile Lnerists.
//k\€;,1§~;mpggg§nt tc demonstrate, particularly to the
e Yatrugat belrerss
vounger generation in Germany, that although we continue to
hcld the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider
them tc bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at

represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes.

Tt
Q

Bitburg
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered.this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and
heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Hclocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
T ekl

to defeat the Nazi regime and, its“Crimes.

Sincerely,

Dm_r/\be.ka.!-t%’






Bob Pearson

William Martin

John Poindexter

Paul Thompson
Wilma Hall

Bud McFarlane
William Martin
NSC Secretariat

Situation Room
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T
ACTION July 8, 1985
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F, MARTIN
FROM: JACQUELINE TILL Ni Aﬁ\
SUBJECT: President Goldberg May 2 Letter to the President

U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, Frank Ortiz, received a letter from
a delegation of Argentine Jews regarding the President's wvisit to
the Bitburg cemetery. He was asked to forward it to the White
House. State has drafted a response to send to Sally Kelly for
signature. We concur with the response, as amended.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward your memorandum to Sally Kelly.

Approve Disapprove

44@65, M@ﬁSEE concur.

Attachments:
Tab I Your memo to Sally Kelly
Tab IT State's draft reply

Tab IIT Incoming letter with translation



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)
LS NO. 116567
EL/JF
Spanish
Delegation of Argentine Jewish Associations

Pasteur 633, 5th floor

Juenos Aires, May 2, 1985

The Honorable

Frank V. Ortiz

Ambassador of the United States of America
Colombia 4300

Mr. Ambassador:

We have the unavoidable duty of writing to you in the name
of the Judeo-Argentine community to express our deep
consternation at the decision of President Ronald Reagan to
visit, while he is in the Federal Republic of Germany, the
military cemetery at Bitburg, where members of the Nazi SS are
buried who died in battle against the democratic allies.

The attitude of the U.S. President causes inconcealable
sadness and bitter disappointment in the hearts of the members
of the community we represent, a community inseparably bound to
the united Jewish destiny and zealous in its custody of the
high principles of freedom and human dignity.

These principles are violated when the President of the

largest democracy in the world, which paid a generous tribute

in young lives to crush Nazism, performs an act that could be



considered a vindication of the genocide of six million
Jews——-in the most horrifying holocaust in history--and of the
despotic regime which tried to degrade the human condition with
death and cruel oppression.

We ask you to transmit to your government the substance of
what is stated above, the profound feeling of the Jewish
community of Argentina, and we take this opportunity to renew

to you, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of our highest

consideration.
[Signaturel [Signature]
Edgardo A. Gorenberg Dr. David Goldberg

Secretary President
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PASTEUR 633 5¢ Piso TEL.47-9442/9742

Buenos Aires, mayo 2 de 1985

Sefior Embajador de los

Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
D. Frank V. Ortiz

Colombia 4300

S/D

Sefior Embajador:

Cumplimos con el inexcusable deber de dirigirnos a us-
ted con el fin de expresarle, en nombre de la comunidad judeoargenti-
na, la profunda consternacidn de €sta ante la decisidn del Presidente
de los Estados Unidos, Sr. Ronald Reagan, de concurrir durante su vi-
sita a la Replblica Federal Alemana, al cementerio militar de Bitburg,
donde se encuentran sepultados miembros de la $.S5. nazi, caidos en
lucha contra los aliados democrticos.

La actitud del mandatario norteamericano produce ino-
cultable tristeza y amarga decepcion en el seno de la comunidad que
representamos, inseparablemente ligada al destino mancomunado judio y
celosa de la custodia de los altos principios de libertad y dignidad
humana.

Estos se ven vulnerados cuando el Presidente de la ma-
yor democracia del mundo, que pagd generoso tributo en vidas jovenes
para aplastar al nazismo, efectGa un acto pasible de ser considerado
como reivindicativo de los genocidas de los seis millones de judios
-en el mds horrendo Holocausto de la historia- y del despStico régi-
men que pretendid degradar la condicién humana con la muerte y la
cruel opresion.

Al rogar a usted quiera transmitir a su Gobierno el
significado de todo lo arriba expuesto, que es el profundo sentir de
la comunidad judia de la Argentina, hacemos propicia la oportunidad
para saludar al Sefior Embajador con nuestra consideracién mas distin-
guida.

L ‘enberg
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Thank you for your letter to President Reagan following his visit to Bit-

burg Air Base in May. I regret the delay in this response, but our efforts

to determine the circumstances surrounding the difficulties you cited in

your letter prevented us from answering as quickly as we would like.

Firét of all, on behalf of the President, let me express his regret that
you and your daughter, as well as her fellow second-graders, were unable
to greet him on this occasion. The White House Advance Office informs us
that your daughter's class was seated at a prominent place in the crowd for
the President's visit with the hope that, circumstances permitting, the
President would have the opportunity to greet the students and thank them

for their kind invitation to Mrs. Reagan to visit their classroom.

As you can understand, such factors as the size of a crowd, the requirements

of the President's schedule, and the need for security influence any decision

for the President to greét individuals attending an event. Because these
aflctad

factors are iafiueniﬁd by the situation at a given site once an event is under-

RAL.
way, decisions for the President to greet members of the crowd js not always
made in advance. In this case, no meeting was promised and, as it turned out,

the size of the crowd and security considerations prevented the President

from meeting the students.

I can sssure you that there is nothing the President enjoys more than spend-
ing time with young Americans, particularly those who are members of Armed
Forces families serving our nation overseas. Every effort is made during
Presidential visits to ensure that he is visible to all the attendees, and

I know you will understand that even with the most meticulous planning it is
impossible to assure that every person in an audience has the opportunity to

see him.



Page 2

One again, I hope you will accept our apology for the disappointment you
felt on this occasion. I am enclosing for your daughter a signed photograph
of President Reagan and a copy of the White House Booklet, which I hope she

will enjoy having.

Your kind words for the President mean a great deal to him, and he has

asked me to send you and your family his warm best wishes.

WHcc: Rep. David Harri ég p
cc: Advance Office Ei?fr;féb ’
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MEMORANDUM FOR: CHARLES A. DONOV,
|

FROM: DAVID HARRI /

SUBJECT: Backgrcocund on Bitburg Correspondence

In reference to the letter The President received from the
parent of a second grade student at Bitburg AFB, West Germany
(letter attached), let me relay the following information. Hope-
fully this will be helpful to you in deciding wether or not to
respond; and by the way, I do believe a response would be appro-
priate. Give me a call if you have any further gquestions.

I was the Lead Advanceman at Bitburg, and during the course
of my team's work there, it was discovered that the second grade
class from the Bitburg AFB elementary school had invited The
First Lady to visit their class when she was in Germany. The in-
vitation was extended in January or early February prior

to any itinerary being set. The class received a note from The
First Lady's office saying that a visit would probably not be
possible.

When it was determined that The President would visit Bitburg
AFB, I made arrangements with the school principal to have the
second grade class sit right at the front of the crowd. The
principal was told that if time and circumstance permitted, The
President might be able to come over to the crowd area and say
hello to the second graders. No meeting was ever promised; how-
ever I'm not sure that is the message which was passed along to
the kids.

As things worked out, the crowd was too large and security
barriers not strong enough for The President to work the rope-
line; therefore, he did not have the opportunity to greet the
second graders. The fact that The President did not acknow-
ledge the students in his remarks, I cannot account for. I
thought speechwriting was plugged in regarding the children;
perhaps they didn't fit into the context of a very significant
speech.

As for the letter writer's 1nability to see The President,
that can only be attributed to a larger-than-expected crowd and
the bad luck of the draw as to a place to stand. The President
was positioned in the middle of the tarmac in clear sight of
virtually everyone, and I would find it hard to believe that he
was not seen by 99.8% of the people in attendance.



0.0 Beyx N353
APo NN 09123-5314

[0 ‘7/”'[ “_Ef,,iw
CL-%JEW l %""‘“ S/S’ \Z:[M«.Qba/e 0 X{)tuke
@“‘o/?{w AFE Y

S*/*((

Lear Sroaidont mﬁm

On Jmaud( g5 /ywnuué_ o ot L LA
A8 Wea? MWM@L, WAL ~f g bmaﬂg
Aerered MMuﬂa% WB( e ) wone
wlaled T Ak g pecon (jmﬁ{m ngﬁ it
Her love ponld &wuté? Vet jou | % @il
Mer hrge Kad joritn T gjm A«ﬁcuu. Ao
@u,uwz%ﬁé Elreime e awildd e low Lhe
Chcdioe . . %f}(jm uvf ébng d,m‘vg/»dﬁv

Q%mwnawqj Lodicd ohe Ao @w/@u ,

% Y L/Zza,c/ Lu‘a_véo,(‘g “@aﬁ g{ AZO/L /Uuu,a,

vfﬁucww L Qo (}JWWDQL%L

(haoa wsa Yealed .A,uwﬁé(, W‘QW
ot Hhe W naas mﬁ‘ rre



CL/\@J{ o«%&c% Yerie Eamne . N w@/g H\z/u/ Waea

desagpscBenct . Eom . M/f@mw%mf
Fdat Jbﬁ;ﬁ wsene: Hhore vl Mawe S W‘\%
R0 ot wihedite dicd ol x%e/um;.é o M{/um
Yoo, R voiah e phidddione uoidd Ko oo
agared Hhe ﬁ&’@cw%'%«f. (o o can @/&%
ol 0 am Wv—c Aildier” saspecs
J,et,gfuw K\«i’ Agzbf o 78 Abiu/w%a/ are Mo fondedoed
N Lmn g b wee S vl
VRIS A /8 )é[eom ol Membacd Catly WY
l’“’m"g@“é L dee 2t . tuire aoa aA&fZ
Wmé; My Kk 08 D o P B
Walld Mﬂﬂ 2{“ Hice Rowre 7 pee

we g wnae o Tad of Qo Force (Do kQép{L
rine wel gw e ol 7{ g YN
not jM /ﬁﬂ%own anere Alone Il Qw@@m
e Qe sl A U < e M,%%
Leco feoaconae . (e N G Meww
Oonadctma ared e Mﬁ? Qre Vitede %



3.

% %lu»f a sz;% piak Hlas e Howmtrnas ¢
Q2 idibine ppd Ahoei ,ﬁ@@@w@@ Mé "
N ”&JWZ% Lo on (%M)QM% )/L@m/&m, Z

oA Tiie & Ohan Lo wvee Yo T s site
hickeol oy Tl Aetolse o il o yiu%
@W%mﬂ( woho e hoctool e Ll Lomelaa
Beliove rre ol am et ﬁﬁyafwgz 1o e )ﬁzu,oi&?
e Commmarnded -2y - Chid of
Bl Y»wﬁj&%ﬁ %«uu,a,, ard A «%u/é’ b e T
Nraol Ahot Ae V’ﬂdg 7’7’%/&% M anin Lareax OMZ/.%

" et |
G tacclont /é,agﬁgx_ , 30& ane o don J/Lomfua%

L

Ve Qad one. wihe Lomareseta /o o , %u
Sowe pealivnd LTty T Ad %Qq dg
Gufcuxée w‘(.z , Gf«,‘zqﬁ{/ W{] mﬁ Ui Zasgan /\,Zg’
5)»« cinntnee and oo FherrC o ol ca

Conitinc o ond not L DLMé eg;aw& 4 et
A
Mhanon ~f Lidetl









A
BN

MARCH '4, 1865“ "

.. State, in compliance with the requirements of the 18th. Section
_ of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the Diplomatic and Con-

sular Systems of the United States,” Approved August 18th. 1856.
Washi[ngton, March 3, 1865] [ABramaM LinNcoLN]

1 DS, DNA RG 46, Senate 38A F3. Part of the date and signature have been

torn from the document. The accompanying report may be found in Thlrty o ‘

. exghth Congress, Second Sessmn, Senate Executive Document No 33

LR

Second Inaugural Address

[Fellow Countrymen ] March 4, 1865

At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential -
_ office, there is less occasion for an extended address than there was'

at the first. Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of .a course to

be pursued, seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of

four years, during which public declarations have been constantly
called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which
still absorbs the attention, and engrosses the enerergies [sic] of the
‘nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our
~ arms, upon which all else chleﬂy depends, is as well known to the
- public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and
encouragmg to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in
regard to it is vegtured.
~ On- the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all
shoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil-war. All
dreaded it-—all songht to avert it. While the inaugeral address

was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving :-_5 :
the Union without war, insurgent agents were in the-city seeking "

. -to destroy it without war—seeking to dissol{v]e the Union, and di-
~ vide effects, by negotiation, Both parties deprecated war; but one

" the other would accept war rather than let it perxsh And the war
came, . . -

One e1gnth of the whole populanon were colored slaves, not dls-‘
mbuted generally over the Union, but localized in the Southern .. ¥
part? of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful in- i =~

- terest. All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the

- war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the
object for which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by
war; while the government claimed no right to do more than to

- restrict the territorial enlargeraent of it, Neither party expected - §
+ for the war, the magmtude, or ihe duration, w}ucln it has a]ready- SRR A

L {332]

- of them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and

_ three® thousand years ago, so still it must be said “the judgments
= of the Lord, are trie and righteous altogether” :

‘ - orphan—io do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a
- lastmg peace, among ourselves, and thh all nations.*

MARCH 4,, 1865

attained. Nexther antlapated that the cause of the conflict might

cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease. Each
looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and
astounding. Both read the same Bible, and pray t8 the same God;
and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange
that any men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wring-

“ing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces; ‘but let us
- judge not that we be not judgéd. The prayers of both could not

be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Al-
mighty has His own purposes. “Woe unto the world because of
offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that

man by whom the offence cometh!” If we shall suppose that -

American Slavery is one of those offences which, in the prov-

" idence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued

through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He
gives to both North and South, this terrible war, as the woe due
to those by whom the offence came, shall we discern therein any
departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a
Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope—fervently
do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled

"by the Bond—man s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil

shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the . .

lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness 1t
the right, as God glves s to see the right, let us strive on to finish

“the 'work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for -

him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his

[Endorsement]

Ongmal manuscnpt of second Inaugeral presented to Major .Iohn
. Hay. : ‘ , - A. LiNcoLN

~ April 10. 1865

1 AD, DLC. The salutahon is not in Lincoln’s handwriting, An autograph
copy of the final paragraph, written by Lincoln at the request of Mrs. Johm P
Usher, is now owned by Arthur Wendell, Rahway, New Jersey.

2 Lincoln deleted “half” and inserted “part »

8 Lincoln first wrote “four,” erased it and substituted “three.”

" 4 Lincoln deleted “the world” and inserted. “all nations." .

[333]
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The President has S0

LAURENCE W. BEILENSON

1996 NORTH GRAMERCY PLACE

S F45835"
Yk" 7
7R 280/
y L0 05 #2%
ay 3, 1985 /%%%f%ﬁﬁzﬁzz
President Ronald Reagan

Dear Mr. President:

You were right to refuse to bend to the journalistic outcry
against your -~-f-~Se so mEstooo 7o Morally, Christianity enjoins
forgiveness. ... _cuicciusnc communus that if we accept the West
Germans as a major member of the North Atlantic Alliance, we cannot
treat them as pariahs.

The same voices which condemned your visit applauded:
Israel's acceptance of reparations from the West Germans;

Israel's extended hand to Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, who
commanded a submarine in World War II under Hitler;

Nixon's toasts to Mao Zedong, whose hands were still dripping
the blood of the millions of innocents he had slaughtered;

Tip O'Neill's visit to Gorbachev, who is still killing the
Afghans;

Your prospective visit to Gorbachev, whose predecessors
murdered more persons than Hitler.

If a nation is always to be held responsible for
past horrors, let us not forget:

That the German pamphleteers first used the appellation 'Huns'"
to describe the French, following Louis XIV's burnings and killings in
the Palatinate, where Bitburg is located;

That Cromwell, while ruling England, killed off a third
of the Irish;

That Turkey massacred Armenians plus all and sundry;

That from colonial times to the Civil War, Americans held the
negro in slavery, not to mention what we did to the Indians.



President Ronald Reagan 2 May 3, 1985

I could go on endlessly. The pages of history are steeped in
the blood of the innocents. Let him who is without sin cast the first
stone.

We should remember humankind's inhumanity, but not to perpetuate
it by wars of revenge. Good morals and wise statesmanship dictated your
courageous stand.

Sincerely,

Loy

LAURENCE W. BEILENSON

LWB:dc

Dictated but not signed
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