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They ~-a boy and a girl ; were almost

exactly my age. Their tamily, like’ mine, im="

migrated to the United :States in the late

" 1920s, before, I think, Adolf Hitler was ever
heard of. My parents and-I moved-to Texas, -
They and their parents remained in New'

York City. After the Wall Street crash of. -
1929 and the advent of the Great Depres-

sion, their family had.a very tough time of lt }

in Manhattan.—
However, my cousins’ maternal grandpar-

‘ents in Germany were fairly well off. “Why -
don’t you send the children over for a few -
months, or for a year or so, to live'with us.

while you get on your feet?” they very kind-

ly suggested to their daughter. And so the
children were sent back to Germany for an
indefinite period.

The Depression dragged on. The chil-

dren’s stay in Europe dragged on. The boy
" was recruited in the Youth Movement. Hit-
ler got louder and meaner. My aunt and un-
cle become alarmed. They struggled
desperately to save the money to bring the
kids back to New York. The day before the
right ship was to sail, transportation between
‘the two countries was stopped.

What I tell you is only what I heard as a
youngster, what I remember from letters

within the family. I went to high school and-

college, in safety, in Texas. My cousins lived

in Hamburg, in the midst of the Hitler mad- .

N -two, rell in love, as a' Very 'youn girl; 'with

‘dashing. ‘German officer ,I,‘don.t.know Wwhat -
“kind.of an officer hé was, what kind of a unit -
. he was in, but I think he was'd regular fight-
ing man:because I know he was captured
and was:a. prisoner of war ror qulte a long
time. ;

‘Married, young, and frightened my cous-
~in Agnes had two small childrefi and lived
- with them in an‘apartment house in Ham-
burg — 75 percent of which was bombed cut
during the war. Every night (or was it also’
day?), when the bombings occurred she

fled, trembling with fear, into the basement g

with her babies.

For a very long time after her hushand
was captured, she had no word of his where-
abouts. Was he dead? Was he alive? Was he -
lying injured-in some foreign city, in some ~

\foreign hospital? Was he a prisoner? If so, of
what army? Was he being treated humane-
1y? Would she ever see him-again? How
could she support her children?

_One day, when she wag out in the “gar-—
_den,” a disheveled caricature of a man_ _
. , o :

-sent-home two years after the armistice;

“When he flnally reached his native - city

again it wés as one of hundreds of-German-

: soldiers, believed dying, who were dumped

‘on trains and shipped-back. His legs-were in

;"=,such terrible condition that hie would. have
“died had: hl_s sister not nursed him back to -

__health. .

mil

- frankly of the:past we had not shared.:
hese. - J think of-my, cousins sometimes now.
ldlers were ‘not sent- home Ir my* v

memory doesnot deceive, Karl had notbeen. " sent to Germany it  terrible moment in his- -

of them, We - were never able to speak

Through no-choice of their own, they were

tory: Isis possible that they, too, like some of

_my Jewish friends, were innocent victims of
-’Hltler" Could one of them, had fate been
. even more unkind;. have been buried in a- -

cemetery like, say Bitburg?
‘Austin writer Sue Brandt McBee writes

-.about pegple /ju this weekly column.








































April 28 1985

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

I equate your proposed visit to a German WWII cemetery with the
raising of the Vietnam flag in Washington during the 70s by the
hippies.

It is an insult to all civilized people who fought against the nazi
beast and particularly to the memory of those courageous Americans--
and their families--who never came back.

Shamea nn vunii Favr crantAamnTa+ Snn ~nns o omm ree "--~jcan act.

JG:bb



April 25, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D. C. 20515

Mr. President:
I urge you to reconsider your visit to
the Bitburg Cemetery where members of the

SS are buried. I commend you on your
decision to visit a concentration camp.

Ll iy DIV LUW

Southwest Affiliate Manager

1001 W. EULESS BOULEVARD, SUITE 412 EULESS, TX 76039 (817) 540-3677
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FROM: KAXI;HY OSBORNE"
Pgrs‘pnal Secretarfy"'
to the Presiderit

DATE: 4y s f 875



303-659-4723

P. 0. Box 625
Brighton CO 80601
April 14, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The Holocaust was the single-most dehumanizing event in history - yet we are
still suffering from racial and religious prejudice, exemplified in the murder
of my personal friend, Alan Berg, a talk show host in Denver, by white supre-
macists.

Do you realize how insulting your action is in agreeing to visit the graves of
individuals who contributed to the Holocaust?

Do you realize how you, yourself, promote religious bigotry in this country

with your abysmal ignorance of the reasons why religion exists, your lack of
knowledge of science and the fact that there is no evidence whatever of the
existence of a supernatural deity, by your encouraging Congress to pass laws
returning prayer to schools even thouah there is no evidence that prayer can
accomplish anything other than to make the asker of the favor more intellectually
lazy than he already may be; from your religious views about reproduction rights
of women which are contrary to the biological evidence (for all life is a
continuum and nature takes steps to keep populations in balance.)

1 live in the area of Brighton, Colorado, where the alleged killer of Alan

Berg was employed for a short while in the office of the Primrose and
Cattleman's Gazette, a publication which goes to ranchers all over the United
States. I protested some time ago its publication of old-time anti-Semitic
propaganda. As a Jew, a loyal American, a Humanist, I have been the victim of
vandalism done in the name of Jesus Christ by local school children. Your
attitude towards those philosophies you do not comprehend is a major contributor
to this problem.

You should be ashamed of your ignorance, of your attitudes toward those of us
who are not Christians. You should be ashamed, also, of your ignorance of
American history, of the reasons why our Constitution is a secular one in
which reference to a god or Jesus Christ {whose existence rests solely on the
hearsay and contradictory stories of the New Testament) - was not included.
You insult humanity worldwide by your action - for white supremcy is the only
reason for apartheild - a white supremacy where power over minorities is the
prime motivation for its continuance.

With each passing day, Mr. President, I have less and less respect for you.

You are in great contrast with Franklin Roosevelt under whom I worked when

I was employed in the Office of Secret Service just across frem the White House.
I think you owe the Jews in America, and the people who support our Constitution,
a real apology. UWe cannot nor should we forget the Holocaust. We should
remember it regularly §9/j} will not reoccors

wéf/ﬂ/(%;%/

Jane Kathryn onrad




ment about ‘why he’s now: granting full cit-
izenship o-Jews. It might be as he has
claimed, that he got-tolera'n ' -

might be,. as Some suspéct, -
at the results of the last election: and de-

‘descnbed America ‘as a’ “Chnstlan na-
. tion,” words the. pre51dent fmally uttered
. h1mse1f That ‘did-it. The movement of
~ Jews toward" tI‘xe ‘GOP -stalléd and then
.went.into.reverse. By Election Day, they

‘were back-in the Democratic Party and
:everyone was pomtmg a fmger at Falwell.-

cided to Clean up his act Falwell, after ;Fa“lwell has now' changed his rhetoric and

It hardly. matters for what : reason

. “It:is-a nation in -which'the majority offthe
- people. are- Christians or Jews, and not, as
..Falwell says, a 'J udeo-Chnstlan natlon

in- no'way changes the nature o

That’s.a-distinction that makes a differ=

“ence. Americans hke Dr. Ngor thank Bud- .
~dha for 1t

-Richard: Cohen is- a ‘political commentator w1th the,
. 'Washmgton Post Wnte;s Group -







“Somerville’s Most Widely Read Newspaper”

April 27, 1985

President Ronald Reagan ;
White House :
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President, ;
;

On behalf of myself and the staff of this newspaper, I strongly
urge you not visit the German cemetary at Bitburg.

The SS soldiers who were buried there were murderers who slaughtered
an untold number of innocent victems; including thousands of American
soldiers. The evil done by the Nazi SS can never be undone but we
must never give these killers any kind of recognition.

The faith and trust that the American people have put in you as
our President is far more important than your friendship with the
Leader of that country. The sacrifice of American lives is far
more important than placing a wreath at that cemetary.

The German people and their leaders of today are good and decent
people. We can not hawever, let that fact blind us to the evil that
was done during World War II.

Keep the faith of the citizens of our great country. Do not go
to Bitburg.

Sincerely urs,

MW
Rober¥ J. L. Publicover Publisher
Chris Romano Asst, Editor
Kim Simon
Craig Harris

John H. Carabineris,Jr.
Joan T, Lucas

Kathy Coen
Gladys Hurley

1150A BROADWAY SOMERVILLE, MASS. 02144 666-5299, 666-4010
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
1600 PENNSYLVANNIA AVE
WASHINGTON DC 20050

DEAR MR PRESIDENT,

THE BEVERLY HILLS REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY WOULD LIKE TQ EXPRESS ITS
SHOCK THAT YOU HWAVE DECIDED TO VISIT THE GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY A7
BITBURG, WHILE REFUSING TO VISIT THE: DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP, THAT
I8 SENDING A SIGNAL THAT THE MEMORY OF THE MURDERERS NILL BE HONQRED,
THAT THE MEMORY OF THE MURDERED WILL NOT,

THE BEVERLY HILLS REPUBLICAN' ABSEMBLY S8TRONGLY SUPPORTS YOU, AND
THINKS YOU ARE DOING A FANTASTIC JOB A8 PRESIDENT, AND THAT I8 WHY WE
URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER THIS ILL ADVISED DECISION,
VERY TRULY YOURS,

DON GENHART, PRESIDENT BEVERLY MILLS REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY

1215 NORTH OLIVE

LOS ANGELES CA 90069

17335 EST
MGMCOMP












At your pi1ans TO NOoONOr ™Mazlsm ny pPlacling a wreain a1 1ne
Bithure cemetery.

This is a historical hlunder of the highest order and a
political disaster. The fRerman armies have never been
our allies - neither in our Revolution nor in Ww I or ww II.

If someone must he honoreds pay tribute to the loval French
or EnfFlish or Belgians. But save us tribute to the memory
of mass murderers.

Forgive and forget., vyes. Rut do not honor the memory of
history’s cruelest and most perverted conquerors.

Pay tribute to German intellect and industrialism and
current friendship: but not to the fhouls who murdered
our fathers at Maimedy.

Aoparently vyour staff thinks what we went through and
sacrificed in World war Il is of no conseaquence. This

is 3@ #freat pity, because it makes us auestion vyour cencern
in other areas as well, It brings ur the gquestion of
jJudsment. It brings up the aquestion of sensitivity.

Stand up and acts as vyou so holdly speak in vour speaches.
Show Your convictions in vyour acts as well as yvyour words.
Remind us that Nazi terror is nothing to be honored.

Sincerely:

C.9, bl

C.J. Baggetts, Editor
Douglas Neighbor Newspaper
9459-B Hishway 5
Douglasvilles Ga 30135









April 26, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

After attending a rally today in San Francisco
regarding your upcoming visit to West Germany, I felt impelled
to write you this letter.

Please consider seriously the implications of your
visit to Bitburg Cemetery and how it reflects on the American
people. It will seem to the world and to your fellow Americans
that you condone the actions of the Nazi SS Corps that are
buried there, rather than view them for the horrors that they
perpetrated during World War II. To pay your respects to these
villains buried at Bitburg is disrespectful to the millions of
Americans and Europeans who gave their lives fighting for
democracy during this terrible war.

Please admit that the Bitburg visit is an
embarrassment, and alter your itinerary accordingly. Surely
there must be another way to establish good relations between
our country and West Germany - this is not the way!

Q16 KEARRNY ST., SUITE 403, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 @ (415)543-3834



























