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PR!SfO!NT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE MOUSE 
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H!NRV EDLER i¢'· ,'''· '. ~C ' -~~b· 
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ARLtNGTON V~ 22202 1"AM 

- . 

1•0081911104 OU/14181 1C8 tPMBNGZ CSP WH$B 
70S92l8&8" MGMS TOBN .AR~%NQTON VA 41 04•t4 O"uqp EST 

PR!$10ENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHIT.£ HOUSE DC ao,oo 

( 

CONGA ITUL AT tON8 ,QN VOUR ST AND ON ¥OUR ;Q!RMAN Vis l T I P"-iASE DON i T 
CHANGE ¥OUR MtN0, TM! WAA WAS OVER ~0NG AGO, TOOAYfS GERMA~S :UN0tR 45 
YEARS 01.;D WERE NOT !VEN BORN WHEN WO~LD WAR It WAS ·STARTED, !T 15 
RIDICULOUS TO •MARANGUE THE.M, 

HENAV EDLER 
APT 720, 2000 SOUTH EADS ST 
ARLINGTON VA 22Z02 

lf,i4'1 !ST 
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IN M't' N!W 8001< ·GEM& o, Wt&00fio1$ . NOW IN TM! 'RINT!Ae IUNCS t . &AV : 
~piORGlV! BUT l'IQRGEt '. NCIT 'TMI :EVJL.S CF TH! 1,GNOfUNCt", YGHJ ARI • lilt&£ AN0 1 ! t f 
COURAGEOUS IN ;QOtNG TO G!~MANV, ~RAtSt 'TC YOU, 

ANGELO CARI. t;NO 
Jei4 C01.1.%N8 •v.! · 
M J AM ? : SE AC H FL . SI t 4 0 1 -~ 

aoiu, e:sT 
MGMCOMP 

·._.· 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNiON'S TOLL - FREE ·PHONE NUMBERS 



.. 

• I 



N 
co 

' r--
;;: 
N 
LO 

·- ► 

~qr,,f_A,I,~ 

1·•000,,,a101 OU/ 11185 .l I PMBNGZ CIP 'WMSB 
·aos~ss,,s2 MGMS TCBN JACKSONVILLE AL ,~a 04•t7 0101A £ST 

PRESIDENT RONALD RIAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE cc aosoo 

GO N~!AO W%TM YOUR ORtG!NAL PLANS MADE ?N •GlRMANV AND LET JHl PEOPL!S 
OF TiM! WORLD KNOW VOU AR! A STRONG LEAPER ANO NOT A ·PUPPET• . 
¥OU . ARE THE "·ONE" IN CM ARGE OF AMEFUC A, 
¥OU -ALONE MUST PUT ASIDE A~L TM[ , OTHER GROUPS 'FEELINGS ·OF ·HATE, 
R!PRES!NTlNG OUR NATION AS ·vou SEE Flf.••N0T AS THEV 00. 

'-

Jtjj 

--
j • .!· :1 ... ' ~ 

MY OWN FAMILY CEPAr.T.a FOR EUROPE. IN IUNI ·o, TMlS 'Yf;AR AND WILL BE '·~ 
VtSITtNG COMMUN?ST COUNTRIES. TH!Y H•VE ·BEEN TAUGMT ' TMA' WORL0 WAR 11 ·, ,, 1 "Hl 
WAS A Q~AVE MISTAKE, ATROCITI!$ COMMtT,~C BY AL.L. sxoeea:, ,1-1ev -~•vs- ' t f 

BEEN TAUGHT TO ~0Y! A~~ Pf0PLt OF ALL NAT!ONS, MY TWO T!ENAQfRS GO Al 
AM8ASSACCRS FOR OTMER AME~ICAN YOUNGSTERS, 

FOR 1CNCE BE YOUR OWN PERSON, OUR ONLY LEAD!R, AND A VERY 0Et£R~lN!0 1 -

ONE AT THAT, GOO GO ~%TM YOU tN SfARCM -0, ·JllfACE ANO ·,Rt!NCSHIP, · · t.· 
RALPH A BUTLER P1 01 
40~ WEST AVE ,_ 

·JACl<SONV?LLE: AL ,J~2&S 

01i01 EST 
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RICHARD L PACKHAM 
13702 SYLMAR DR 
SUNNY MEAD CA 92388 12P M 

4•055 0998102 04/12/85 !CS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB 
7146561428 MGMB TDBN SUNNY MEAD CA 14& 04•12 0943P EST 

PR ESIDENT RONA LD REAGAN 
~rn I TE!-i OU S E 
WASHINGTON DC 20515 

I HAVE JUST LEARNED OF YOUR PLAN TO VISIT THE GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMET~RY AT BI TBURG, I APPLAUD YOUR DECISION ANO FEEL IT IS ENTIRELY 
APP ROP~IATE FOR THR EE REASONS: FIRST, THE MEN BURIED THERE WERE "GIS" 
DEfENDING THEIR HOME LAND AND FAMILY, SECOND, AFTER 40 YEARS, IT IS 
TIMf TO FORGIVE AND HEAL OLD WOUNDS, THIRD, THE GERMAN PEOPLE AND 
NATI ON ARE PERHAPS OUR STRONGEST FRIENDS ANO ALLIES IN EUROPE, 

I AM NO DIPLOM AT, NOR POLITICAL EXPERT: HOWEVER, I AM A HISTORY BUFF 
AND A VETERAN OF 28 YEAR S IN THE MILITARY, AND HAVE SERVED 6 YEARS IN 
GERMANY, I BELIEVE I CAN SP EAK FOR MANY CIF NOT TME MAJORITY Or) 
VET F.RANS WHEN 1 SAY I AM PLEASED THAT YOU ARE GOING TO VISIT THE 
CFMETERY AT BITBIJRG . 

RESPECTFllLLY 
RICHARD L PACKHAM MAJOR USAF RETIRED 
13702 SYLMAR DR 
SUNNY MEAD CA Q2388 

MGfvtr.OMP 
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,. TlilOMAS. • •·,MERC'ER ;;,, :·~· ,,. ··., :.:, ;i. ,: ·'', •• /If.'' 

61• NORf-~ 10 . 
C~R~S8AD NM ee220 1a•M 

1-os,&oss1oa 04112,es xes tPMRNCZ .cs, wMse 
,5058871&Q1 MGMS TORN CARLSB•o NM 14& 04•12 11aqp ·rs, 

PR!SlOENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE MOUSE DC 20900 

MY DEAR MR PA!8%0!NT, 

! RE,ER TO VOUR tMP!NOtNG Vtl?T TO EUROPE ANO VOUR ·PLANNED Y?SIT TO A 
GERMAN 'C!METARV. MA ·PIU:SlDENT, X, p;'QR ONE, UNDERSTAND TME ·REASONING 
BEMiND YCUR PLANSJ ANO 1 PERS0NALL¥ FEEL THAT ?F PEOPLE WOULD .L?STEN 
TO WMAT YOU SAV, RATMEA THAN M!ARlNG WMAT TMEV DQ :QR DO NOT WANT TO 
M!AR, THEV, TOO, WOULD UNO!RSTANC YOUR R!ASONING AS% ,DO, R!GA~0L!IS, 
MR RR!SI'CENT, ! BEG vou, BAsio ON TME REASONING B!MtNO YOU~ ·P.LtNa, : I 

DONfT CMANG! YOUR SCM!DUL!, 'MAD WE NOT ,e~T TMAT YOU WER! ·cAPAIL! OF 
DOJNG THINGS OR MAKING DEC!Sl0NS TMAT WfR! IN T~E BEST fN,!Rl8T o, 
OUR :COUNTRY, TMAN YOU WOULD .NOT MAYE BEEN ELlCTEO, tN CLQSZNG, MR 
PRESIDENT, ALL, i CAN SAY ra vou AR! OUR 'P.RESlO!NT, ANO tF ·you ,EEL. 
NUT VOUR ACTIONS ARf IN THE BEST INTEREST .o, ,OUR COUNTRY AND 
MUM~N?TV, THAN GO FOR IT 1 

THOMAS A MERCER, L%EUT 00L0N!L 
•UNITED STATES AIR FORCE, RETIRED 
&~6 NORTH 10 
CARLSBAD NM ee2ao 

23r21 EST 

MGMOOMP 
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DR HARRY POLACHEK 
11801 ROCK V tL.L.E ·PK 
ROCkVILLE MO 208$2 

~h~ 

1•00U28iS10b ou11•1es ICS I~MMTZZ CSP WM$9 
-30l88110~2 MGMS TDMT ~OCKVILLE MO 1t8 O"•t• 08JSA EST 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE ~OUSf cc aosoo 

DEAR MR ·PRESIDENT 

AS ONE OF YOUR ADMIRERS AND SUPPORTERS? AM RELIEVED ANO GRATIFIED 
THAT YOU HAVE OECIOEO TO RECONSIDER YOUR !A~LtER DECISION NOT -,o 
VISIT A •MOLOCAUST SIT! CURING YOUR ~0RTMCOM%NG TRfP TO WEST ·GERMANY, 
SUCM A VISIT, RATHER TMAN CRfATING AN EMBARRASSMENT FOR "THE GIRMAN 
PEOPLE OR ITS LEADERS, WIL.L 'OFFER A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR ITS 
PRESENT LEADERS TO JOIN WtTH VOU fN A SO~!MN DICLARAT!ON ,o TM! 
GERMAN 'EOPLE AND TO TM! WORLD TMAT THE tkOLOCjUST WAS A T!~RJBLI 
ABERRATION THRUST U~ON TME GERMAN ·PEOPLE BV A RUTML~SS ANO M~N%ACAL 
0%C1ATOR ANO MUST NEVER ANC ~ILL NEVER OCtUR AGA%N lN GERMANY OR ANV 
OTMER PA~T OF TM! WOR~D, SINCERELY YOURS 

OR MARRY POLACM!K 
11801 ROCKVILLE PK 
ROCKVI~LE MO 208!2 

aei3o EST 
MGMCOMP 
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MARRINGTON 
9 PH I LLIPS BROOKS RO 
WEST~OOO MA 02oqo 27PM 

1•025353$117 04127/86 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WMSB 
b17l2••0l3 MGMB TOMT WESTWOOD MA 30 0~ ~27 0817P !ST 

ANNE HIGGINS 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON OC 20500 

WOULD SUGGEST THAT ONE SVMBOLIC NON•SS GRAVE AT B?T8URG BE HONORED BY · 
THE PRESIDENT, 

KEVIN HARRINGTON 
9 PHILLIPS BROOKS RO 
WESTWOOD MA 020QO 

20117 EST 

MGMCOMP 
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Ocean County Jewish Federation 
301 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, New Jersey 08701 

201-363-0530 

April 4, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The members of the entire Jewish community 
of Ocean County arec deeply disturbed by and in 

, total disagreement with the r~~.:S~ou.,,...mac@. at 
t ~ f ec~ t_g_ress Co~fer~ . When you were asked 
whether you would visit the infamous concentra
tion camp Dachau during your proposed visit to 
West Germany in Ma~, a 40th Anniversary of our 
victory over the Nazis and their allies in Europe, 
you responded by saying, "Instead of reawakening 
the memories and so forth, and the passions of the 
time, maybe we should observe this as a day when, 
forty years ago, peace began and friendship." 

You know full well ~hat all decent people in 
this world feel that the memories of the slaughter 
of millions of innocent men, women, and children, 
Jewish and otherwise, are those of an ineradicable 
tragically horrifying holocaust, the realities and 
lessons of which must not be forgotten by all of 
mankind. Your visit to Dachau would be a reminder 
to the world that our great and mighty nation will 
never permit such a frightful disaster to occur 
again to any of our fellow men anywhere in the 
world. 

Your further remark that "since the German 
people have very few alive that remember even the 
war, and certainly none of them were adults and 
participating in any way, they have a feeling and 
a guilt feeling that's been imposed on them," is 
most inaccurate. It is belied by the fact that 
there are still many tens of thousands of Germans 
alive who were adults during the nightmare of 
Hitlarism who participated in the Holocaust or 
who stood idly by letting it happen. Your public 



Mr. President 
April 4, 1985 
Page 2 

remarks will comfort them and make them feel confident that they 
have been forgiven because it is now your policy to forgive and 
forget. 

As Jews we find it impossible to forget the cold-blooded 
slaughter of so many millions of our brothers and sisters. 
Neither should the people of Germany, old and young alike, 
be permitted to forget. 

We urge that you reconsider your unaccept able remarks , 
.that you withdraw them and that you, in fact, do visit Dachau 
as proof of our nation's unrelenting dedication to guaranteeing 
a world free of the evils perpetrated by Nazism in your time and 
mine. On behalf of the Ocean County Jewish Federation in Ocean 
County, New Jersey, I call upon you to change your remarks, your 
sentiments, and your actions in this matter. 

BE:cb 

Very respectfully yours, 

~~ 
Benjamin Epstein, Chairman 
Community Relations Committee 
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April 24, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
c/o Anne Higgins 
Director of Correspondence 

White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

I know how uncomfortable the whole issue of your visit to 
the cerretary or cernetaries is and I truly believe that your intention was made 
to do this in good faith and for reasons of continuing a peaceful relationship 
with the West Germans. However, the vehicle of continuance or symbol, while 
it may have been meant to show the Germans "the scars were healed" as far as German 
humiliation was concerned, did not stop to consider the feelings of all concerned 
with such a symbol (symbol meaning cemetary). The scars for the whole world in this 
regard can never be forgotten and the"subject of choice" was a poor one. 

I truly believe that your intentions were only the best in the 
interest of world peace and my heart hurts for what you must be going through, the 
:i;::ersonal grief, that is. 

Many times in the past, notorious individuals have cancelled trips 
l:ecause of security reasons. In this instance, so many citizens are emotionally 
riled up and there is so much discord, that such an excuse might not be out of line 
to cancel the whole "peace" part of the trip. Certainly, the German people would 
understand a situation such as that and the 40 years of peace could be celebrated 

in sane other way. The whole thing seems to be "just a mistake" of choices. 

I wish you nothing but the best, good health and continued success 
with the Presidency. 

P.S. 

NOI'E: 

Sincerely, 

Your defeat in the House on the Contra issue is not a defeat in this regard: 
"The United States will not support terrorism or terrorist activities. 
Suppose the PID put it to us that we are supporting terrorism when that 
is exactly what we are objecting to in the Middle East1 " 

DRar Anne ·be If vou think that these thoughts have any validity, perhaps --uiey can passea on. 



Dear Senator Hawkins: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 18, 1985 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the President's 
trip to Germany. 

In order to ensure expeditious review of your constituents' 
comments, I have forwarded your letter to the appropriate 
member. of the President's staff. You may be assured it_ , 
will receive prompt and careful consideration. ' 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Pamela J. Turner 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs (Senate) 

The Honorable Paula Hawkins 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

PJT:FBF:fbf 

cc: Centra~ F~les/ 
Anne Higgins · 



. PAUL . HAWKINS 
FLORIDA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

April 15, 1985 

Pamela J . Turner 
Special Assistant to the 
President for Legislative 
Affairs-Senate 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave . N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Pamela: 

Enclosed are copies of telephone correspondence from Marilyn 
Grant and Col . Billie Bobbitt who have expressed their con
cern over President Reagan ' s decision not to visit Nazi death 
camps during his trip to Germany . 

Any information you can provide to my constituents would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your time and effort in pursuing this matter . 

PH/kh 

Sincerel y , 

~~ 
"~~kins 

United State~ Senator 

REPLY TO: POST OFFICE BOX 2000 . WINTER PARK . FLORIDA 32790 



PAULA HAWKINS 
FLORIDA 

Name 

Address 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

CONSTITUENT INPUT 

Referred to Date 

General Topic: 

uJ. ~ -//; c. d1J6d/l-/-
-ct. CIYS: ~~OtK.~ 

CtJc//Jo.... ~ H 5 .2-9 s / 
Telephone Nurr.ber 

+ + + -+ + + 

Followup 

REPLY TO, POST OFFICE BO X 2000, WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 32790 



PAULA HAWKINS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

CONSTITUENT INPUT 

Referred 

Topic: ~ . 
to______ Date J/ /Jd If 6 
flu ±i,J 7) /J.AJ T I 
~ ~, 

~ •·~~~---
Address 

..., 7tJ/ 
Telephone Number 

REPLY TO: POST OFFICE BOX 2000. WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 32790 
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l•020868Sl05 O"lt!1Si ICS !PMBNGZ .cs, WHS8 
-S1·2J.4l8231.l MGMB TDfJN :SAN ANTONl:0 ·tx ,$9 ·04•t! Ot'22P :es, 

PR!JS l·OENT ·f'ONAl.tD ·RE: AGAN 
WHIT! ,MOUSE 
WASHINGTON OC ·20SOO 

PLEAI! WM I LE IN 'G!~MANV, WI ASK TH.AT Y0U RfM!MBl:R ATIU'JC ff res ,o, WW % 1 .. 
WHEN CHOOSING WM!R! TO .LAY MEMORIAL WREATHS 

MOWARO -GUT IN, CHAIRMAN COMMUN I TV Rf;LAT JON$ C0UNC t~, aew ISM 
,ecERATfON o, s•N ANTONXO 

1,31al EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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~ .· Fl'ABBI SAMUEL $ l<lEF,-ER 
~ 211·, UN~ON ST 

seHENECT•ov NY t2S09 lSAM 
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~-oaJ~24S105 04/1918$ JCS IPMMT!Z ca, WMIB 1 

·51834&4740 MGMS TDMT SCHENECTADY NY a, -o~•t! OS5~P .€ST 

PRESIDENT RONALD R!AGAN 
WHITE MOUSE oc ·aosoo 

• l, I 

lMPUCRE YOU TO RECCNStDER SCHEDUL! IN G!AMANY, PAES!NT tTINERA~Y -
RAISES ;StX MILLf0N . IUE$TION MARKS, PL!AS! INCLUDE CONC!NTAATICN CAMP 
V?StT ANO CANCEL VIS?T -,o ,GEll!MAN MILITAR¥ C!MET!RY, 

SINCERELY 
·RABB? SAMU!L 8 KIEF,!R 
2111 IJ~HON ST 
SOMENECTAOY NY t2J09 

13i5"' EST 

MCMOOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 





C May 13 • /g_85 W as/zinglon, D. .• ________ _ 

Respectfully referred lo 

the President 

( a cknowledg ed) · 

Carl Levin 
u. s. s. 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL MEETING THIS AFTERNOON 

FOLLOWING A MOST MOVING HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL CEREMONY IN THE ROTUNDA OF 

THE CAPITOL, WERE CONFRONTED WITH REPORTS OF THE COMMENTS YOU MADE 

EARLIER TODAY EQUATING THE DEATHS OF NAZI SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT FOR 

HITLER WITH THE VICTIMS WHO WERE MURDERED BY HITLER IN CONCENTRATION 

CAMPS. WE WERE SHOCKED TO LEARN THAT A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

- COULD UTTER SUCH A DISTORTION OF WHAT TOOK PLACE DURING THE 

HOLOCAUST. IF NO IMMEDIATE CORRECTION IS OFFERED BY YOU IT WILL MEAN 

YOU SEE NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WAR AND GENOCIDE. THE WHOLE MEANING OF 

THE HOLOCAUST, WHICH THIS COUNCIL IS MANDATED BY AN ACT OF CONGRESS 

TO ARTICULATE AND TO EXPLAIN, WOULD BE CORRUPTED IF THESE WORDS OF 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES REMAIN UNCHALLENGED AND UNCHANGED. 

WE ARE SADDENED AT HAVING TO COMMUNICATE THIS EXPRESSION OF SHOCK. 

BUT OUR CONSCIENCE PERMITS NO LESS. WE ARE COMPELLED TO DO EVERYTHING 

POSSIBLE TO UNDO THE HARM YOUR WORDS MAY CAUSE. 

THIS STATEMENT WAS ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY BY ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS 

PRESENT, INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF EVERY RELIGIOUS FAITH. 

ELIE WIESEL, CHAIRMAN, U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL 

2000 L ST NORTHWEST SUITE 500 

WASHINGTON DC 20036 

·-- - 2044 EST 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ATLANTA JEWISH 

FEDERATION I URGE YOU TO INCLUDE IN YOUR UPCOMING TRIP TO GERMANY A 

VISIT TO DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP YESTERDAY IN SOLEMN TESTIMONY TO 

THE 6 MILLION JEWS WHO DIED IN THE HOLOCAUST WE CELEBRATED YOM HASHOA 

AND REAFFIRMED OUR VOWS NEVER TO FORGET THESE MARTYRS I CALL UPON YOU 

TO REAFFIRM YOUR OWN WORDS UTTERED ON APRIL 11 1983 IN WHICH YOU 

STATED ''OUR MOST SACRED TASK NOW IS INSURING THAT THE MEMORY OF THIS 

GREATEST OF HUMAN TRAGEDIES THE HOLOCAUST NEVER FADES THAT ITS 

LESSONS ARE NOT FORGOTTEN''. YOUR PRESENCE AT DACHAU WILL BE A MORAL 

STATEMENT ASSERTING THAT THE FREE WORLD INDEED ALL HUMANITY CANNOT 

r AND WILL NOT ALLOW ANOTHER HOLOCAUST TO OCCUR EVER AGAIN FOR THIS , 

REASON ALONE IN MARKING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY AND THE 

LIBERATION OF THE DEATH CAMPS YOU SHOULD VIST DACHAU 

GERALD H COHEN PRESIDENT ATLANTA JEWISH FEDERATION ATLANTA GA 
1753 PEACHTREE RD 

ATLANTA GA 30309 

1721 EST 





PROVIDENCE RI 02903 

275 NORTH MAIN ST 

PROViDENCE RI 02903 

:i. :1. ::iB EST 

1222 EST 
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F'MS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RF'T DLY MGM 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT,,, 

I REGRET YOUR DECISION TO VISIT A GERMAN CEMENTERY AND NOT THE 

PRODUCT OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT AT THAT TIME, THE DEATH CAMPS. 

STEVE GOODMAN 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES 

PO BOX 1372 

COCONUT GROVE FL 33133 

1122 EST 




