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120129308103 04/13/8% IC8 IPMANCZ C8P WHSB C w
4154723078 MGMB TORN SAN RAFAEL €A 37 Ou4wil 0122P EST u

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN T
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500

MR PRESIDENT,
YOUR VISIT TO A NAZY! CEMETERY IS A FLAGRANT INSULT TO OUR AMERICAN
VETERANS AND OUR HEROIC WAR DEAD, RECONSIDER, AND GET YOURSELF NEW
ADVISORS

ALLAN GODFREY
13120 EST

MGMCOMP












1»0184608103 04/13/8% ICS IPMMTZZ C8P WHSB
7032550632 MGMB TDMY VIENNA VA 40 Qdwi3 03S5SP £8T

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE |
WABHINGTON DL 20500

IT WILL BE A DISGRACE TO THE COUNTRY IF YOU VISIT BITBURG
SIGNATURESt ANDREW M AND JUDITH PAALBORG, ES6
DR AND MRS ROBERT W RICHARD
913 MYERS CIRCLE VIENNA VA 22180
15153 ES8T

MGMCOMP

b4

CEMETERY,






Ray

10146068103 04/13/85 IC8 IPMMTZIZ CSP WHER
2038473061 MGMS TDMY NORWALK CT 41 O04=i3 0204P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN . bk
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 ‘

WE DEEPLY RESENT YOUR PLAN TO VISIT A WEST GERMAN CEMETARY WITH
GRAVES OF 88 MEN AND ARE SHOCKED THAT YOU WILL NOT HONOR THE VICTIMS
OF THE HOLOCAUST ON THMIS TRIP, WE URGE RECONSIDERATION AND A CHANGE
IN YOUR ITINERARY,

MR AND MRS STEPHEN ADLER

16 GRAY HOLLOW RD

NORWALK CT 06850

14103 EST
MGMCOMP
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{#0190198103 04/13/85 ICS IPMRNCZ CSP WHSB P
7149977806 MGMS TDRN ‘SANTA ANA CA 18 O4eid 04i3P ESY o

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN DA
WHITE HOUSE DC 20800

IMAGINE YOUR CWILDREN TORTURED, IMAGINE YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY ‘
SLAUGHTERED, IMAGINE YOUR PRESIDENT HONORING THE GRAVES OF THE 1
PERPETRATORS,

THE SHANFIELD FAMILY

18751 WINWOOD LN

SANTA ANA CA 92705
16112 EST

MGMCOMP






4=0235018103 04/13/85 IC8 IPMRNCZ CSP WHSA
3154785424 MGMB TDRN SARACUSE NY 55 0d4=i3 0714P EST

RONALD REAGAN

WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC. 20012

WE FEEL THE VICTIMS AND THOSE WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THE PERPETUATORS: OF
THE HOLOCAUST SHOULD BE HONQRED NOT THOSE WHO PERPETUATED THE: CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY, WE ARE NOT JEWISH BUT FEEL THAT WE MUST PROTEST
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S ACTION,

KATHERINE AND GEORGE GARLACH

102 MICHAEL CIRCLE

SARACUSE NY 13210

19114 EST
MGMCOMP






U=0260575103 04/13/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CEP WHSH %
2134764898 MGMB TDBN WEST LOS ANGELES CA 44 04=13 1012P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20013

DEAR MR PRESIDENT,
MY FAMILY AND I ARE AVID SUPPORTERS OF YOURS. WE STRONGLY BELIEVE
YOU SHOULD VISIT THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL IN WEST GERMANY AS A SYMROL
OF THE WORLDS REMEMBRANCE AND VIGILANCE,

L 8 SANDS

22112 EST
MGMCOMP

Bimge T
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120222208103 04/13/85 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSB .
2123626567 MGMS TDMT NEW YORK NY 30 04=13 06{3P EST ;

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN ciad
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500

VIGOROUSLY PROTEST YOUR PLAN TO VISI?T GERMAN CEMETERY WHILE OMITTING
VISITS T0 ALLIED GRAVES AND DACHAU

CARROLL CALKINS

‘DORIS PFEFFER

BARBARA PFEFFER
18311 EST

MGMCOMP






1=0213908103 04/13/8%5 IC8 IPMBNGZ C8P wWMSB
‘2013763644 MGMS TDBN SHORT ‘MILL N& 44 0ue13 OS37P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20800

ON BEHALF OF My DECEASED FATHER IN LAW A WORLD WAR I VETERAN AND
MYBELF A WORLD WAR JI VETERAN I STRONGLY PROTEST YOUR PLANNED VISIY
TO A GERMAN WORLD WAR I AND Il CEMETERY,

HARVARD GORDON

8 ROLLING MILL ROAD

SHORT WILL NJ 07078

17136 EST
MGMCOMP
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1»0212998403 04/13/85 IC8 IPMBNGZ CSP WHSR
‘2427871807 MGMS TDBN NEW YORK NY 14§ 04«13 0534P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN v by
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 |

DEAR PRESIDENY REAGAN)

I AM AMAZED ABOUT YOUR PLANNED VISIT 'TO ‘MONOR THE GERMAN SOLOIERS WHO !
DIED IN WORLD WAR I, I REMEMBER THEM TOO WELL, DEAR PRESYDENT, THERE :
I8 NOTHING TO HONOR EXCERPT THE VICTIMS WHO DIED = THE AMERICANS,

FRENCH, ENGLISK AND ALL OTHERS WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THE AGGRESSOR IN

WORLD WAR 11 TO FREE PEOPLE AND NATIONS, ! AM ON THE PRESIDENTIAL

TASK FORCE AND CAMPAIGNED FOR YOU, BELIEVING IN YOUR FAIRNESS T0 AlLL.,

] REALLY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT YOU WILL VISIT THE GERMAN SOLDIERS WHILE

THE MEMORIES OF THE VICTIMS ARE STILL ALIVE,

ERNA MANDERMAN

400 WEST 58 87

NEW YORK Ny 10019
17133 E87

MGMCOMP
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120201818103 04/13/85 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHEB | ey
6175834854 MGMS TDOMT BROCKTON MA 66 04wi3 O4SIP ESY o

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE o
WASHINGTON DC 20500 i

YOUR COMMITMENT AND BUPPORT OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND ISRAEL ‘HAS
ALWAYS BEEN UNQUESTIONABLE, TO VISIT A GERMAN CEMETERY NOW WILL ONLY ’
SERVE TO SEND A MESSAGE TO JEWS AND OTWERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD OF = ..
vgu: WILLINGNESS TO RECONCILIATE THE WAR CRIMES OF HITLER AND WIS
ARMY,

MYRNA SCHULTZ, VICE CHAIR

YOUNG WOMENS LEADERSWIP CABINET

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

16149 EST
MGMCOMP
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140154948103 04/13/85 1CS IPHMTZZ COP WMSB -
5166735609 MGME TDMT MUNTINGTON NY 21 O4e13 0229P EST .

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN . o
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500

WE ARE HORRIFIED AND ANGERED AT VISIT TO GERMAN MILITARY CEMETARY AND
REFUSAL TO VISIT MEMORIAL 70 VICTIMS OF THESBE SOLDIERS,

MR AND MRS ELLIOT NIRENBERG

56 WYOMING DR

KUNTINGTON STATION NY 11746

14428 EST
MGMCOMP






1#0134218103 04/13/85% ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSB ) e
5096678731 MGMS TDMT CHERRY HILL NJ S2 04=43 0433P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN d Py
WHITE HOUSE DC 20800

BOTH MY WIFE AND Y ARE TOTALLY AGAINSY YOU HONORING THE GERMAN
MILITARY MEN WHO DIED TRYING TO ENSLAVE THE WORLD, A& A POLITICAL
SUPRORTER AND CONTRIBUTOR TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND YOUR CAMPAIGNS
WE URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER THMIS ACTION, IN ADDITION, A VISIT TO DACHAU
WOULD MAVE BEEN MORE APPROPRIATE,

MILTON AND LESLIE STRASSBERG

14 COLGATE OR

CHERRY HILL NJ 08034

13132 ESY
MGMCOMP






U=0103555103% 04/1%/85 IC8 IPHMRNCZ CSP WHSR
2133962383 MGMB TDRN SANTA MONICA CA 39 04=13 1219P EST

PRESTNDENT RUONALDN PEAGAN
1600 PEMNSYLVANNTA AVE
WASHINGTON DE 26050

IF Y(OilR TITINERARY FOR GERMANY REMATINS AS I8 YOU WILL HAVE RLUNDERED
ALL YOUP PREVIOUS EFFORTS AT LEADERSHIP,

STHART MARGOLIN -

2R09 2ND 8T APT 1

SANTA MONICA CA 90405

12218 FST

MGMOCOMP
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1=0432708103 04/13/8% IC8 IPMMTZZ CSP wWHEB
€012392%68 MGMB TDMT VERONA NJ 30 04ey} 0129P EST

e o i

4/

r// // y
PRESINDENT RONALD REAGAN A
THE WMITE HWOUSE N
WASHINGTOGN DC 20500

/
/

HONORING GERMAN MILTITARY DEAD AN INSULT TO ALL WHO SUFFERED NAZI
BARBARISM, CANCEL CEMETERY VISIT,

MARVIN AND PHYLLIS FRIEDMAN VERONA NJ
13128 ESY

MGMCOMP












32

10081085104 04/14/85 1CS IPMBNGZ CSP WH3B B
2488703333 MGMB TDBN PHILADELPHIA PA 64 Olwid 0402P EST :

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN : c o el B
WHITE WOUSE :
WASHINGTON Dt 20500

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN
I CANNQT UNDERSTAND YOUR FAILURE TO VISIT ANY OF THE CONCENTRATION Cu
gSMPgE;: GERMANY WHILE YOU INTEND YO VISIT THE .GRAVESIYES OF NAZI

LD '

MILLIONS OF INNOCENT JEWS WERE MURDERED BY THESE NAZIS WHOSE
GRAVESITES YOU ARE GOING TQ VISIT,

1 URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER YOU PLANS,
VERY TRULY YOURS,
STEVEN KRAMER |
16100 EST
MGMCOMP
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1=0076948104 04/14/8% IC8 IPMBNGZ CSP WHES
2016282510 MGMS TDBN ROCKAWAY NJ 49 0d4eid4 0334P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN ' L
THE WHITE MWOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20800

A8 BYNAT BRITH MEMBERS AND AMERICAN VETERAN OF WWii, WE STRONGLY o
PROTEST YOUR PLANS TO IGNORE HOLOCAUSY VICTIMS AND AMERICAN WAR DEAD
‘BY :KONORING NAZ! MURDERERS, WE URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER YOUR
ITINERARY, THANK YOU,
BARBARA AND FRANK ZARROW
15133 EST

MGMCOMP






iy

10401958304 04/14/88 IC8 IPMBNGZ C8P WMEB
2128248677 MGMS TDBN BRONX NY 29 04eid 0028FP ESY

FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN A
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 . :

YOUR DECISION TO VISIT A GERMAN CEMETERY INSTEAD OF DACHMAU I8 ILL
ADVISED, AMORA| AND CONSTITUTES A MASSIVE BLOW TO VETERANS OF WORLD
WAR 11 JEW AND GENTILE ALIKE,

PROFESSOR AND MRS WARRY GREENFIELD, DEPT OF ECONOMICS, GUEENS

‘COLLEGE, FLUSING NEW YORK

‘2485 PAULDING AVE

BRONX NY 10462

{8126 EST
MGMCOMP .






10109848104 04/14/8% ICS IPMBNGZ C8P WHSB
9143569065 MOMS TDBN MONSEY NY 32 0Od4eid O0731P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
THE WHMITE MWOUSE
WABHINGTON OC 20800

MR PRESIDENT,
APPALLED AT YOUR PLANNED VISIT TO NAZI CEMETERY, URGE YoOu
PLANS AND HONOR THE VICTIMS NOT THE MURDERERS,
MERMAN FAMILY
19430 EST

MGMCOMP

(%2

CHANGE












4=0103948104 04/14/858 IC8 IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
3015931448 MGMS TDBN SILVER SPRING MD 61 0d4=14 0644P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20050

OUTRAGED OVER VISIT TO CEMETERY OF MURDERERS WHILE IGNORING THEIR
VICTIMS, AGREE YOUNG GERMANS NOT INVOLVED IN DACHAU HORRORS BUT NED e
NAZI'S IN BOTH OUR COUNTRIES DENY THEY OCCURRED, A VISIT TO DACHAU
WOULD HAVE CONFIRMED THAT THIS COUNTRY WOULD NOT EVER ALLOW GENOCIDE
TO OCCUR AGAIN,

MURIEL AND MURRAY FESHBACH

18143 EST
MGMCOMP
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4=0125085104 04/14/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
8067410167 MGMS TODBN LUBBOCK TX 38 Q4mid4 0947P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITEHQUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20005

DEAR MR PRESIDENT
URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER DECISION TO PAY RESPECTS TO NAZIS WHWILE NOQTY
MONORING JEWISH MARTYRS, DURING TRIP TO GERMANY,

DOCTOR ROBERT BRODKIN

3722 34 8T

LUBBOCK TX 79410

213147 EST
MGMCOMP






4=0113358104 04/14/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHMSB
2122880915 MGMS TDBN NEW YORK NY 39 04={4 0801P EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITEHOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20008

YOUR PLANS TO VISIT GERMAN WAR DEAD I8 AN INSULT TO ALL THOSE WHO
DIED FIGHTING GERMANS TO SAVE DEMOCRACY,

JANE AND ARTHUR ROSENBLOQM

315 EAST 72 87

NEW YORK NY 10021

20101 EST
MGMCOMP
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1»027341810% 04/13/89 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WMSEB
2125952661 MGMS TDMT NEW YORK NY 28 04=33 {159P EST

;
ot

@éﬂ‘é
. - '

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HMOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500

AS AN AMERICAN VETERAN I PROTEST YOU ARE MONORING NA2I WAR DEAD,
TED SCHOOR
800 AVENUE M
BROOKLYN NY 14230

231%8 ESY

MGMCCMP
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1=0044528104 04/14/88 IC8 IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
9164460100 MGME TDBN SACRAMENTO CA 12 04~i4 1211P EST

./7%“/

/
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN i
WHITE HOUSE DC 20%00

AM Wwell PW, PROTEST YOUR GERMAN CEMETERY PLANS AS INSENSITIVE AND
INCONSIDERATE

ROBERT SMETTS AND FAMILY

29 SCHOONER HWILL

OAKLAND CA 946148

12110 E8Y
MGMCOMP






4~0051278104 04/14/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
4018496182 MGMB TDBN MIDDLETOWN RI 89 04=id4 125SP EST

PRESIDENT REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20008

YOUR PLANNED VISIT TO A NAZI CEMETERY DISTURBS ME GREATLY, WORLD WAR
II WAS NOT JUST ANOTHER WAR, IT WAS AN EPIC STRUGGLE OF FREEDOM OQVER
TYRANNY, I DON'T KNQW OF ANY REDEEMING VIRTUES FOR THE NAZIS
WHATEVER, BY HONORING THEIR DEAD YOU ARE DISHONORING THOSE WHO FOUGHT
AGAINST THEM AT GREAT SACRIFICE AND ALL VICTIMS INCLUDING THOSE
GERMANS WHO OPPOSED WITLER AND TRIED TO GET RID OF HIM, I KNOW YOU
MEAN WELL BUT YOU ARE SENDING THE WRONG SIGNALS,

JACK HEIMANN

12154 EST
MGMCOMP






10047288104 04/14/85 1CS IPMBNGZ C3P WHEB Sy

2087724734 MGMS TOBN .HAYDEN LAKE ID 67 O4=id4 1230P EST |
o

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN : e e M

WHITE HMOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500

MR PRESIDENT

WE FEEL YOU ARE MOVING TOO FAR TO THE RIGHT WITH YOUR PLANS TO MONOR
GERMAN SOLDIERS, THE COMMON :HATRED THMAT THE NEARBY ARYAN NATIONS
NEO=NAZI® MEMBERS ESPOUSE IS A CONSTANT REMINDER THAT WE SHOULD NEVER
FORGEY THE LESSON THAT CAME QUT OF WORLD WAR 11,

CARQL AND PAT HARGRAVE

PO BOX §77

HAYDEN LAKE ID B8383%
12128 EST

MGMCOMP






1=00%2768104 04/14/8% ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB +
7137294300 MGMB TDBN MOUSTON TX 46 Odetd 0104P EST

i

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN Ca
WHITE MOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20800

A8 AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, STUDENT OF HISTORY, AND A JEWISH WOMAN, 1 AM
APPALLED THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER GOING TO A GERMAN CEMETERY FQR THE
DEAD OF WORLD WAR II,

MRS ALLAN KUTNER

4970 VALKEITH

HMOUSTON TX 77086

13103 EST
MGMCOMP


















4=0006055105 04/15/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
2134599110 MGMS TOBN SANTA MONICA CA 98 04«15 0228A EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN .
WHITE HOUSE e
WASHINGTON DC 20505

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN
HAVING VOTED FOR YQU FOR GOVERNOR AND PRESIDENT TWICE AND ATTENDED
YOUR 85 INAUGURAL I AM SHOCKED AND ANGERED AT THE DEC2SION TO VISIT
BITBURG WHICH I BELIEVE TO ME OUTRAGEQUSLY INSENSITIVE AND NOT
APPROPRIATE UNDER ALL APRARENT CIRCUMSTANCES,
I AM SHARING MY ANGER AND DISBELIEF WITH MY STATE SENATOR PETE WILSON
AND ALSO REPUBLICAN CONGREBSMAN HARRIS FAWELL WHOM I SUPPORTED AND
HIGHLY RESPECT TO ASCERTAIN THEIR VIEWS ON THIS ITINERARY FOR WHICH
FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED BY CONGRESS,

NORMAN RUBIN

2525 SAWTELLE BLVD

LOS ANGELES CA 90064

02127 EST
MGMCOMP






4=00B7288104 OQU4/14/B5 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHMSB
3149622548 MGMS TDBN ST LOUIS MO 48 04=14 044SP EST

go”

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE MOQUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20008

THIS I8 IN PROTEST OF YQUR PROPOSED VISIT TO THE WEST GERMANY
SOLDIERS CEMETERY NAZISM SHOULD NOT GET HONORED

WHY CANNOT THE GERMANS SELECT A SITE Y0 VISIT THAT I8 UNCBNTROVERSIAL
AND SYMBOLIC OF A NEW GERMANY SINCERELY

JEANNE FRANKLIN
16845 EST

MGMCOMP
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4w000032810%5 04/15/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
7162440568 MGMB TDBN ROCHESTER NY {17 04=15 1204A EST

=

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20505

REQUEST YOU CANCEL PLANS TO VISIT AND HONOR GERMAN WAR DEAD, THIS IS8
A DISGRACE TO PEOPLES WHQ FOUGHT GERMAN BUTCHERS IN WWII AND INSULTS
OUR FALLEN AMERICAN TROOPS AND ALL THOSE WHO FOUGHT HWITLER, IT IS A
TOTAL DISREGARD OF YOUR OATH AND CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION AS
PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF, YOU INSULT THOSE BRAVE PEOPLE WHD
FOUGHT TYRANNY AND THOSE WHOM THE GERMANS MURDERED, YOU CAUSE ME TO
REGRET TMAT I TWICE VOTED FOR YOU, I AM NOW SO SHMOCKED AND
DISAPPOINTED IN YQU, MR, PRESIDENT, THAT TOMORROW I WILL ASK MY TWD
SENATORS TO INQUIRE INTO YOUR CONDUCT, I NOW DISAPPROVE OF YOU,
ALBERY M PINSKY

00103 EST
MGMCOMP






4=0134068104 04/14/85 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP WHSB
9047379068 MGMS TDBN JACKSONVILLE FL 49 04=34 1122P EST

P

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20080

THOSE WHO DO NOT LEARN FROM HISTORY ARE DOOMEDR 7O REPEAT, NAZIS: ARE
IN THE UNITED STATES AND YOU ARE GIVING RASSIVE CONSENY TO GENOCIDE
BY NOT VISITING THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND BY LAYING WREATHS ON THE:
88 GRAVES, '

FHYLLIS LIPTON
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PRESIDENT RONALD REGAN A
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500

PRESIDENT REGAN

AS A FIRST GENERATION AMERICAN OF GERMAN PARENTS I AM APPALLED,
OFFENDED AND OUTRAGED THAT YOU PROPOSE TC VISIT A NAZI GERMAN
CEMETARY, THIS ABSOLUTION OF NAZISM DOES NOTHING TO APPLAUD OR HMONOR .
TODAY'S GERMANY, NOR DOES IT "LOOK TO THE FUTURE," IT I8 NOT ONLY :
JEWS WHO APPOGED THIS INCREDIBLY THOUGHTLESS DECISION,

MRS ELIZABETH LAPPO

615 SOUTH BELAIRE DR

BURBANK CA 9180}

12123 EST
MGMCOMP






957 Highland Avenue
Rochester, New York 14620
15 April 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Please forgive this gratuitous suggestion. It may have some value.

The reaction to your announced trip to Germany and a visit to "that
cemetery" is regrettable. Perhaps the original choice of itinerary was
dubious as well, but that's another matter.

Response from The White House up to the moment suggests you have lost
the initiative in a very delicate area.

My suggestion is to make the point that the visit to the cemetery is
not to "honor" those dead, but to mourn them.

Real and symbolic mourning does not imply honoring the subject. 1In
this case, the gesture would relate to the entire tragic consequences
for all the parties. The rationale goes along these lines -=- I'm sure
your staff can weave the ideas into a more suitable mode.

It is very "American" for us to be active and respectful
about our own values and to offer them to all men
everywhere. Even to fallen enemies.

Offering those values has been the character of our
relations with West Germany ever since VE-Day. The Marshall
Plan. The Air Lift. EEC. Assistance in military and
economic matters. I'm sure there are fuller and better
illustrations.

Pause.

Imagine what the world would be today if that kind of
partnership had begun in 1919 instead of 1945.

This cemetery and many, many others would not exist. The
travesties and horrors that were visited on all the parties
would not have occurred. The cemeteries; the camps; the
ovens; indeed -~ even the veterans hospitals and all those
ramifications need never have occurred in the light of these
forty years of enlightened cooperation.



The President -- 2 15 April 1985

That those things occurred is something to mourn. Nothing to do
with "honoring" anybody or anything.

To take this position brings other benefits:

It is respectful to the Germans who can only regret that history as
well. It does not criticize.

It is meaningful to the Russians in that it says we deplore what
happened -- even though we were powerful enough to win the struggle
-- and to save them in the bargain.

It says to anyone that defense of our values makes us strong enough
to prevail against any threat. And at the same time, it says that
our values inherently are strong enough to restore and inspire
those who were defeated.

And, it seems to me, the position disarms those in this country who
would make capital of your gesture as it is framed today.

We know who we are and we have proven what we can do.

We invite all people to share in these values -- with full independence and
integrity.

We mourn those who did not and may not believe this.
Mourn.

1 apologize for the somewhat melodramatic phrasing of this idea. Time is
short. From the Sunday news coverage (14 April), the choices seem to be to
call off the visit which would be awkward, to proceed as planned and take the
considerable Tumps, or try a revision of the nature I'm suggesting.

I won't belabor the point: It fljes or it doesn't. Seems to me that it is
very hard to disarm those who are 1inking your gesture with a forgiveness for
Malmedy unless you can regain the initiative.

Respectfully,
VQ&K
eph Keegan



cc:

Honorable Fred J. Eckert
Honorable Frank Horton
Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Mr. Larry M. Speakes

Gentlemen: Recognizing the difficulty in gaining the
President's attention, perhaps your offices and
contacts may expedite the receipt of this
suggestion.





