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JOHN A. BELL 

Majority Leader 

Senate Building, Christiansted 

St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 00820 

-0---

November 9, 1981 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 

My dear President Reagan: 

P. 0. Box 3737 
Christiansted 

047 747 

In expressing support for your nomination of Dr. Melvin 
H. Evans as U. S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago, I 
know I am also expressing the sentiments of my fellow 
Virgin Islanders. 

Dr. Evans has served the people of this Territory in 
many different capacities: As a competent and compas
sionate physician, as the last appointed and first elected 
Governor of the Virgin Islands, as our Delegate to Congress, 
and as a concerned and caring private citizen. 

In all his roles he has earned the affection and respect of 
his own p e ople and of those with whom he has come in con
tact in the broader political arena. 

I know that he will bring wisdom, talent and understanding 
to the role of Ambassador, and will carry out his responsi
bilities in a manner to do honor to the nation he represents. 
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A.b NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

5879 

110'~-36 

COHFIDE-:t~mL August 26, 1982 /!O / 6 tJ 
/~O// 
/~ucotf---/L 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 

SUBJECT: 

The Executive Secretary 
The Department of State 

Appointment of James O'Neil Lewis as 
Ambassador of Trinida d ana Tooago to 
the United SEates 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of 
James O'Neil Lewis as Ambassador-Extraordinary and 
Pleniopotentiary of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
to the United States would be agreeable to the Government 
of the United States. You are requested to so inform the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. 

'SQNEIDEWi:i?Ihb 
Declassify on: OADR 

C.,.c:_ 

Michael 0. Wheeler 
Staff Secretary 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash in gto n, D. C. 20520 

August 23, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR . WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of James O'Neil Lewis as 
Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to 
the United States . 

8225187 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has inquired 
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of James 
O' Neil Lewis as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States (Tab 2) . A 
biography of Ambassador Lewis is attached (Tab 1) . 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Lewis will make a good Ambassador to the United States 
and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment . If he concur s , the Department will inform the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago . 

()_1.~ (\L -
~ \ aul Br~ I 

Executive Secretary 

Attachments : 

1 . Biography . 

2 . Note dated August 11, 1982 
from Embassy of Trinidad 
and Tobago . 



CONF~AL 
7 

BIOGRAPHY - James O'Neil Lewis 

Trinidad and Tobago 

James Lewis has been Trinidad and Tobago's Ambassador 
to Belgium since 1973. One of Trinidad's foremost advisers 
on economic and oil policy, Lewis has served concurrently 
as Ambassador to the European Economic Community (EEC) while 
in Brussels and has directed his country's international 
trade relations there. He has also been accredited as 
Ambassador to Romania and to Yugoslavia since 1975. In 1979 
Lewis served on Trinidad's Commission of Inquiry into Texaco 
Trinidad. U.S. Embassy officers described Lewis in 1964 
as one of Trinidad's brightest civil servants; they also 
reported at that time that Lewis was friendly to the United 
States. 

Lewis started his career as a journalist in Trinidad 
1942-49. After receiving a bachelor's degree in commerce 
from London University (1950), Lewis returned to Trinidad 
to enter government service as assistant to the economic 
adviser. He has studied at the London School of Economics 
and in 1956, earned a bachelor of letters degree from 
Oxford University. The following year he was called to 
the bar at Lincoln's Inn. Upon returning to Trinidad in 
1957, Lewis held a succession of economic-oriented govern
ment posts including Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Industry, Commerce and Tourism (1961); Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce (1962); 
Personal Representative of the Prime Minister to the EEC (1963) 
and Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Head of the 
Civil Service (1963). He has also been a member of Trinidad's 
Industrial Court since its establishment in 1965 . 

Lewis, 63, is married and has three sons and three 
daughters. 

A thorough search of U.S. Government sources reveals 
no grounds for objection. 

CONF~E6JAL 
DEei::': 8/20/88 

I 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

August 20, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK ~ 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ALFONSO SAPIA-BOSCH ~ 
Appointment of James O'Neil Lewis as 
Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to 
the United States 

5879 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is seeking agrement 
for James O'Neil Lewis as Ambassador to Washington. The 
Department of State recommends acceptance and I agree 
(Tab II). 

Roger Fontaine concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Mike Wheeler to sign the memorandum 
at Tab I agreeing to the appointment. 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Memo to Bremer 
State incoming 

€0NFIDENTIA!i" 
Dec l a ssify on: OADR 

Disapprove 



EMBASSY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
1708 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20D36 

August 11, 198 2 

The Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago presents its compliments 

to the State Department and has the honour to i n f orm the 

De rc=: :rtment that the Go-vern::nent of Trinidad ar,d Tobago pro poses to 

appoint His Excellency Mr. J. O'Neil 'Lewis , Ambassador of ·._. 

Trinidad and To b2.go in Bruss ei? as t:Amba s s ado:r to the Uni tcd · 
. . . 

States of A.rnerica to replace .. His <E;.cellency Mr. v. c. McIntyre 

i,rho has been transferred else \•~her{.;}\. __ \. 

It would be appreciated ·if ._agrement could be gran'te d for 

the proposed 2.ppointment of Ambass'ador J. 0' Neil Lewis, whose 

curriculum vitae is enclosed. 

The Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago wishes t o renew to tl -e 

State Dem.rtuent the as;;urances of its greatest c onsideration. 

,.:, .. . 
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RAYMOND· D. MCMURRAY (1927•1983) 

WILLIAM R. PmmERGA.ST' 

WAYNE H. MATEisxr 

PETER: s. REICHERT'Z' 

A:r..Ex A. BEEHI.ER 

McMuRRAY AND PENDERGAST 

1575 EYE STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20003 

(202) 682- 21500 

WRITER'S: DIRECT OIAL..NUMBER' 

682.-2.514 

June 20, 1983 

The Honorable William P·... Clark 
Assistant to the . President for 

NationaI. Security Affairs: 
The, White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave ... ,.. R-.. W .. 
Washington, D ... c. 20500 

Dear Bill: 

Enclosed please find two letters I was, asked to pass 
on. ta you- The, one from Ambassador Lewis: of Trinidad has been 
on my desk for a couple· of weeks and, quite frankly, I forgot 
about it.. Please forgive me for this. 

I. hope to see you soon and have, several matters· to 
discuss but have been very reluctant to bother you. I will 
call you to. arrange an appointment •. 

With warmest pe·rsonal.. regards· and best wishes ,. I 
remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Ji~ 
Arthur Lee Quinn: 

ALQ:mf 

Enclosure 
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MC ... Wi:lliam; p,,:._ Cia.rk,.. 
SpeciaL: Assistant. t0s the. President 

for Nationa.L. Secw:ityv Affairs,. 
White House,.,. 
Washington.,. o·.c-. 

EMBASSY' OF' TRINIDAD· AND· TOBAGO:
l70SMASSACHUS~ AVENUE N,Vlc 

. WASHINtiTON, D: C:. 200311' 

Wherrc he, graciousl.y- received, mec at: the White:· House;- last 
month-,., om the,1 occasion.• of the. presentatiom of:: my cr.edentials:-as; the, 
nev,Ambassadoc- of.' Tr:inidadi and., Tobaga; to., thee United . States., the· 
President· was. kind:• enough: to, assw:e me: that. ,.the, Government. of: the-
United: States;: stands, ready· ta offer you, evei:y possible, assistance: 
dw:ingr, yOUJ:.< mission.. i111 thi& countr.Y," '-

r . had:: not· expectedr ta,· have,: found. it: necessary so:. soon: to: 
avail. myseU oE that kind'; offer,. but it is, on. the- strength: of. it. 
that :cm. taking:, the liberty: or seeking: to. bring,. to· your attention 
a.. mattee 'llhicb;, has. been: a>. source-, of. serious.. concern. ta, my• Governnient· 
foe:· the· past several:: months_: 

Ia-. the· last:. eight months:,.. . Trinidad and., Tobagoc has, been. the
sub1~ of tWOs separate petitions.~, a.. group, of. u-.s. __ steeL manufacturers. 
al..legi:ng;- unfaic ti:ade, practices o~ the part of thee Iron'. and Steel. 
Company oE Trinidad: and:: Tbbago. · (ISCal!'J!r im its. export& into the: U .S .• A" .. 
o!;, steel.: .wirer rode • . 

That: firs.t petition·,.. are anti-dumpin<; suit,. was. filed. before 
the--Oepai:tment::·oE Commerce (DOCt an& the rntunational.. Trada, 
Canmisaiom. .(I'l'C};- im September::· 1982:. The Government of: . Trinidad and: 
'l'obago,.. wbilen:ecogniz:i.ng,; the,. ciearJ.y protectionist intent: of. the,, 
petitiou., defended.\ the suit. before, the,, I'l'C. and:, DOC',.. and. cooperated: 
..rill.inq:l~ 'l«fth:· all efforts: to. elicit:: the, facts re'levant. to, ISCO'l.T 
exports of s.teeL .. to:• the: u-.s;~ mcu:ket.. On: Apc:iJ. 2T,. 1983': the 
o'er;,artmertt oE canmerce- made: a: preliminary: determinations that there· 
~"" dumping; marqiix, of approximately,. 14%• • . 

The secc>Dd;, petitioa,,, a1, countec:-vail.ing; duty case,,. was., f'i~ 
before, the: Depa.ctment: of Commerce; one 16th. May, . I983'. and.. has; still to,
be, acceptd. by, that, Department ... 

Th«- allegations. oE petitioners: in. the,, counterva-il.ing; duty 
casec f~ aCJaina.1:: rscarr-; are spec:ificall.y aimed: at an. industry: 
im its st:art-u?. phase-.:. FOJ:':' example,, the, cl.aim,. that:. a. subsidy exista 
i& ext?l:.ie:ii:l.:ll} · predicat~ on,. the; fact that: rsc~· - like-- any new,. 
capitall intensive.- fii:nt<. - nec:essaz:il~-incurs:: losses:, in, its. initiaL. 
yea.cs. o:e: operation-... re it were, not· for those. inevitable. initial.. 
lossesr. the- petitioners::- would! not be, able- to, argue,.. as; .. they have 
done-,.. that government capital. andi loan: guarantees:, were, given: on: 
non.-canmercial.: terms·r · or that. the company- was;, subsidized:, t,y;, re·imbursement. 

. oc: operating.; losses_ 

I£: allegations oe that. sort were.: to, bee• accepted:: as; sufficient 
ta: found!' a.· countei:va,:Uing, duty'. claim·,, no, ne,r; capitaL-intensive: canpany 
would), be:· ab.lee to.· export to, the: tt.s·. in· its, ea.rliz:: years. of operation., 
since· any.: financial.: imputs; it received: from: thee share, holder. ( ins this. 
case, the. Government of Trinidad: and Tobago) wouJ.d be,· subject t0c 
challenge,. as:. be-i!l9'i a · subsidy r The, effect of suclr a . policy• woul.d. be,. 
particuJ:ar.ly- crushing,· on. new-• industr.ie&: in:· the• Ca.cibbean Basin whiclt 
must necessarily- re1r ·orr. thee u.s •. as:: a, pr.ima.c.y- export market.. If that 



.., 

market is foreclosed:: to, them: in: their cruciaL start-up-years:,.. they will 
be prevented:-. from; · ever: achieving; viability:.. 

understandably~ . the <.overnment o:c. Ti:inidad. and: Tobago,, is. extremely· 
distress~ at:: 'llha.t: it cannot he-1.p, reqarding,, as; yet another; attempt om 
the: p_art of' some--American, steel.. companies;. ta,. frustrate: the• leg.itimate,. 
though:: modest.., aspiration& of: Trinidad: an.cl Tobago, towa.cds:c. the-• creation:-· 
oE a, stabl.e:. economic: base-,, derivtng,; fr0111e its. OWll', natur.aL resources· an.ct in, 
cooperatioa. wi.tm. technoJ.ogically advanced'·· countries: incl.Uding:• the-
crn·itedi: States;. o:f; America- Fram their. nature-., the· present pe.titions. 
aga-ins.t . ISCCJ'l"r:. cannot· hut:. be· seell'. as.-constituting:· virtual. har.rasS111ent of. 
a,. small foreign:- producer:-

The, Iron- and:-Steel:.. Company· oE Trinidad. and! .Tobago • (ISCO'l'T) 
began, , production, o:E:: wiJ:e· cod·. in-: the-, middle,-of.· 1981.. and. made, itsi fir st 
exports. in:. N"ovembec: of that: year:-- The technology-·r· the, machineryr the. 
consul.tan~ and:: manageria:l.. servicei:.- were, in: a,.. large par:t furnished: by, 
Korf., T"echnol:og:iea; 0£ the- Ortite<t- States:... Thee !SCOTT:' plant· is probably 
thee most. modern,:.~ technicall.::if efficient: steeL manufacturing, pl.ant. of: 
its.-kirldc in: the,· wcrl.di. today-,_. using; the Direct Reduced; Iron: (DRI) pr.ocess ... 
The DRI: pi:ocess. being;l used: an.ct: the,,-producing,. eqµiJ;lllent. were.a, bought 
froim, Midrex: Ihc--,.. a,. siater:: comparlF oE. Georgetown:. s ·teel.. Corporation: and 
the-· Georgetown:. Texas SteeL corporation,, two .. of the, petitioners.. in:· both .. 
suits-- Ire September:: 1982:·,.. less than:: one ·year:: after: ISCOI!'l!' began: exporting .. 
steer,. these, beneficiaries, of. thee decis.iorn by the- Trinidad:: and Tobago: 

Government to;- construct ISCar'r haw al.ready · e-laborated:. their: "case"' and. 
had: filed), a. petition: aimed. at bloclci.ng;." its. exports., to, the, u.S,.A-

Moreover,- the, case,- brought. ag.a:inst.· ISCO'l"r runs; counter: ta,, 
tT~S;.. po.licY- of:'· encouraging;, growths. of: capital.. industries., in developing• 
nations... rn,, fact,.- i.n!:· accorda. "idta. this, pol.icy-,. the:, crnited: States,, 
Elq:!cct,-Iillpoi:t B'anle,.,. after an,. extensive.. stud.-yr of. ISCO'l"r'·s- viability,.. 
provided, proiect: line financing; ~ $:73W- · 

'l'?le-' mrl.tedi S.tates. has gone, om record- as,: taking; a. fi.rm: stand. 
iru. favour.- of. free- and!: open,,. internationaL trade;.. The-• Secretary of State
orrall!'f last v.eelc linked: the!•prosperity, of the: advanced countries. of; the
Nor.th:: to, thee opening; .up: of; trad·i.ngc, opportunities. for: the developing; 
countries of the. South,""- Indeed',.. increasedi:.access.·, tac, the:c U:.S. market·:is.-
1:l:le, -key_stone ofz this:Administration.' s. o~ Caz:ibbeall'. Basin: Initiative. 
'<dlicl:t· a1:so,, evidences. a. cCllllllitment ta the devel.0J;111ent of strong·,.. stable
car:ibbeam. econan-iea;, an& concanitant political:. s .tabil.itY.- ISCOTT:•s;, 
establ:ishment::. i&.- precise-l.¥' the-· type, of. developnent sought. to, be-· 
enc:ourag.ed:. f:¥· tb:e. CB:I:- I:t is:,.. ire fact;.. th~ "'centerpiece... of. Trinidad 
an.cl Tobaqosindustdallzatioa, _pran_ 

Tl:inidadi and:, 'l"obago . ..'s:c atee-.L: industry- waa,. established aSl ~ 
resu-1.t o:E thee government"s:a. ffrm,_ pol.icz, of: diversifying; · its> industr.ial... 
base-,.,. $ivinq, prioJ:ity,- to: carefttll.y- selected: areas of· econc:mic: activitr 
se-Iectecr foi:; their high, probability of; success:.- Sucir diversification: 
creates employment and\ long:-tear.-economic; stabi.lity ,.· and. by promoting;: 
deveiognent. through:; linked. indus.tria.L activity; . renders:, the, economy; 
sign:if.icantly less--·vu-lnera.bl.e to,- decl.ines.- ire. world;, markets for: sing-le,-
products,.. such::• as.;. petrolelllll'-. Such:. streng.thening;· oE arr- econ.any- such:: aa 
'l'r.inidad! and,i· 'l'obago•s,, signif.icantly, dim·inishes; the: need'.' foe financial. 
or:· other: · as&istance- from,; internationaiL. source&, which: are, already under 
severe, strain,- to< meet thee cal.ls. u-pom. the-i:c resources·-

rnitiatioir: of this; countervailing,:- duty proceeding; would. riot 
onl:l!l' frustrate;; the, efforts. of:: the, Government: of: Trinidad: and:. T"obaga, to: 
strengthen... its. econan:t',- but::. would:a. under.mine the, policy. of thei lJ'.S'-

. government:: in< support of sucm. efforts.. Suctr:. pol.icy considerations, apart;. . 
irr light. of;. the established pattern· of.: steel... and:. other: trade, between: thee· 
u.s:;.. and:Trinidad:.andl. Tobago·,.. initiatio°' oE a,- countervailing; duty, actioa:
is. commerci.a.l:l.y- unjustified... II?'. its. eighteen: months: of production-,, the, 
largest expor.tsc· oE its:. wire rod to the- tr~S- were $14~8M' in. 190·2... But 

toi:aL .steeI. imp01:ts, into T"rinidacl and. Tobago front th~ u.s-~A- have been 



fai:: higher and\ were. as.-follows foe: the: years,:-

l.97$ $1.!t.Sm:. ' 

l.97.!3'« $1.9>.72 

l.!I8it: ~2.S:.8111, 

198']:; $18m: 

l.98'Z $lZ.3l.4m-. 

The-trnited;,. States. remains;. Ti::inidad' and Tobago' sa largest trading.. partner 
b.y;: a:· lildE!!-mai::.gin-,. absorbing; 50%,: oE tota-L expoi::cts. and: suppl.ying: 45%> of- all 
Trinidad'. andi. 'l'obagoh~,. impacts-;.. United States.' tota·L expor..ts. to, Trinidad: 
an& Tobago; ovec the-last five. years·. rose- by' 1701r and: in,· 1982' alone-
·i:::ose, b.y· 29W- Byr: comparison-,,, according;- ta; the: tr.S. Depai:tment of commerce,. 
Trinidad: andi. Tobago;,·s; exports: to: thee tr.s:. over the, las.t five- years: rose:· 
bp. on:l'yf 14.11:· in:-.canpa.i.ison:: and; non,,·oil exports. actually, declined· by 
19~-

The O" .S-... G"overrunent has: in, the gast. expended, cons-iderabl.e . 
energyr heutsearching:; and: financial. resources. in: dea-.1.ing;. with dynamic: 
s :ituations. in, the:· caribbean-,, often when:· it is;; too, late to, prescribe:• 
effective, remedies;. ritbout arr even: greater. expenditure, of. resourt:es-

Theo introd'uctiorr of: the, caribbean;. Basin: Initiative- has; signalled.: 
an, important and· welcane,. chang_&.· in-yow::: government.•s:. appr·oach:- to: economic. 
cooperati011t ~~ the.- Caribbeam countrie&. 

MY/' Gove=ent:: was gratifiedi to.. learn:. from,• the- President:' s:. 
'"Ralilarks..•t:o, mer that the: Onitedr States.: recognizes. that im the. Caribbean, . 
"the,, rale oi; 'rrill:idadt an¢ T'obag0> can:: be- especially.; important. in pranoting: 
the: sense, oE· canmuni.t.Y( aJldj: canmonal.ity: of:. inter.eats. waicn: is. needed!'"~ 

Trinidd and, Tobaga-•s. ability- to> continue-~ play- that role: 
in, the: cari:bf:leam; wilI: fie> g.c:eat:lY,< impaired~ iE it. should: find: itself· 
hampered' im its., effo.c:ts. to, strengthen. its, own, ecomnic:: capacity to< 
hel2< ·itse:IE. andlcits Cai=ibbean<, neighbours-

Among;,· the,:·conside.c:ations. whictr havl!l"' conatantl:y to., be- borne- ine 
mindi. m thl!lf' present situatiom is,. that nationu. stability,. in: ~ democratic: 

• RepubJ.ic::. such:· as 'l'rinidads: am Tobago,.. depends: very: much', on: th& ability, 
o:c: tile,, Government and,. ent.c:epeneurso from, the-- private -sector,._. acting, 
harmoaioU&l.y.:-; t:oqe.ther,... teutilize. their· res:our:ces- Ac freely elected: 
G'overriment must ~ seen: tac be, doing. its,. utmo&t: to, improve--the lot of 
its.-people-- Shou.lcf' it not be!, ab.le.. ta, do,, this. through: the, tried: and: 
testecf- means: of: domestic acti.v.it:Y: andt internationaL. trade- - and;. this
is much. more- ci:uciaL in:: ii!, developing; country- than- tn,-: the case of: a · 

· de.ve-Iopedi econaay; - them-the,. ccl'll& upon-· the: Government. to; take extreme, 
measu.c:es al.iem. ta the, spirit;. of: liberaL enterprise. bec0111e- so; frequent 
and: so-, s.to:ident;,. that the, situation,, may, deteriorate-· thus; creating. thee 
type,. of=' emri..c:oment:'.· that::: invites.. outside- interference .... 

Thee. seconc:I, consideration, is.,, that if.. leg.itimate- avenues. for · 
trade: with: .. the cr~s~ .. be, denied! Trinidad:: and. Tobago,, its Government m_ight 
findi,. itseif: conat.c:ained:; by· the presaure: oE pubiic opinion:- to: review:, its, 
owni· Ii bera·L trade: policie&-



Tlie,i third', factor that: must bei' considered<' ili> that the; cr.s-~. 
stee-E market 1'10U:ld',,,_ if> the. petitionerffi. succeed'-; .. becane-· effectivelY" 
closed'~ · Such,,a, closur.e :wouldi sei:;:iousl.y- threaten the: very viability 
oE- Iscatt",. since· its:. market:l.ng. strategy included: continuing, access. 
to:, the, CT$- market,.. the- largest market· in, the. Western_ World, ... and. to, 
a; more, limited:;. extent·,,. Western. Europe: an~ Central.. and· Soutre America-., 
The collapse. of. ISCO'r'r 'ilOul.d: present the, Government with serious;. 
financiaJ:...econanic: and;· political.. difficulties:" the,. repercussions::. 
of.' <tlhich: are: uniike.l;t:· to:c be confined£ to, Trinidad:. and: Tobago_ 

:c- li!l!ltl:ldi urge.the- U'.S:- Administration,. in: keeping; wi.th:c 
its: comndtment: to, free and;. fair trade·,. to, recognize:- that the 
importation..· of steeL into> the u~s.A-- fr.om:.. Trinidad:. and!: Tobago,. .. a-. 
fi.rla <1111:. sta~ friend:; and; neighix>ui::--,.. breaches, no,. ru.les of: conduct,.. 
1?9ses., no ttu:eat.. .either to;; the, steel:. industry or the< econany oE the 
cr.S:.A~,... anao sholll.w. therefore: be,, pennitted: t°' continue, as at present 
ta. the, mutuaL genefit:: oE both, our:: countries. and to, the,, region. as:.• 
a!\· whole-.. 

Yours:;. aincere:l.y•,. 

if>'~-~ 
J'ames. O!Nehl:.-te1ris:.. 

l\lllbaSsadoE· 
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Subject: 

8330976 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 13, 1983 

IY. 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK S 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Request for Meeting with the Prime Minister of 
and Toba_go 

C&/6t:7 
. . /i;c;//' 

Trinidad 

~CcP C/ /--/J-
The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has requested an 

informal working meeting in Washington between President Reagan 
and Prime Minister George Chambers. Chambers wishes to discuss 
urgent questions of Trin i dadian national security, bilateral 
economic issues, and security in the Eastern Caribbean region. 

The GOTT proposes some time around December 5 for the 
meeting, following Chambers' attendance at the Miami Conference 
on the Caribbean. 

Given the unexpected and urgent nature of the request, the 
Department believes it would be in the U.S. interest to arrange a 
meeting with the President for Chambers in early December. 

As an alternative the Department requests authorization to 
inform the Trinidadians that a meeting has been approved for the 
first half of next year. A request for that time period had 
already been submitted (under S/S-8330003) before the current 
request from the GOTT was received. 

Trinidad and Tobago is Western-oriented and has established 
democratic institutions, the strongest economy in the Caribbean, 
and a stable political structure. Geographically close to 
Grenada, it has powerful potential for countering Cuban/Soviet 
influence in the Eastern Caribbean, and it could be equally 
helpful to US interests in the Non-Aligned Movement. 

Despite the government's strong pro-West stand, no 
Trinidadian president or prime minister has ever met an American 
president, primarily because of the long-standing isolationist 
attitude of the previous prime minister. This request for a 
high-level visit is a significant departure from past attitudes, 
and indicates Trinidadian desire for closer relations with the 
U.S. It offers us an opportunity to encourage and support 
Trinidad's useful regional influence, and fits in with the goals 
of the NSDD on Eastern Caribbean regional security. 

# 

tr!~~ 
Executive Secretary 

~--· 
CQNF...LI;JEN'l1-1At. 

DECL: OADR 
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Dear Mr. Wortley: 

United States , Depart~ent of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

JUN I O \985 

I am replying to your letter of May 15, to President Reaga n 
and the Secretary which described your impressions concerning 
Trinidad and Tobago and suggesting the desirability of a meeting 
between the President and Prime Minister George Chambers. 

Trinidad and Tobago, because of its size and wealth , has the 
potential to become increasingly influential in the Caribbean 
region. In fact, as you indicated in your letter, Trinidad and 
Tobago takes on special importance because of its position on the 
United Nations Security Council. Because we recognize the 
importance of good relations with Trinidad and Tobago, we 
frequently consult with Trinidadian officials, both here in 
Washington and in Port of Spain on a wide range of matters. In 
late March, Deputy Secretary Ken Dam met here in Washington with 
Trinidad's new Minister of External Affairs , Errol Mahabir, for a 
useful exchange. The Deputy Secretary had met Prime Minister 
Chambers previously in Miami in December, 1983. These meetings 
have provided an opportunity for an open and frank discussion on 
issues of mutual importance to our countries and the Caribbean 
basin. 

You may be aware that there have been at least two 
opportunities for a meeting between President Reagan and Prime 
Minister Chambers in the past: the first in Bridgetown, Barbados 
in 1982, the second, more recently in Columbia, South Carolina 
during July, 1984. Unfortunately, the Prime Minister was unable 
to be present. Scheduling an official visit is very difficult 
given the President's busy schedule. We have, however, 
encouraged Trinidadian officials to take advantage of any future 
oppor t unities for an informal visit. 

. 
I appreciate your thoughtful letter and interest in our 

relations with Trinidad and Tobago. Please be assured that we 
recognize the importance of that nation and value our friendship 
with its leaders and people. 

Sincerely, 

l ' 
William L. Ba11 Y rrr 
Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable 
George c. Wortley, 

House of Representative 
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May 21 r 1985 

Dear George : 

On tho Pn.:.~.ddont ' s behalf , I wou . <'1 lih:. to 
th,A.'lk you :or 1our l•1ay l 5 lette.r •.:'-l:!ying ym .. P .. 

imprcsi:;it)n~ f., l!'.Jwin.: vt::·ur i.1e.e ... ing..; wit:.h high 
offici~l~-; of Trinidarl i!rtd 'l"Obi~gv . 

very mnch apprecic.1 Lo your: tak in-:; t.hi:~ tim, 
d~tail the vi0vs th·s~ ofticialb crnveycd 

to you r6~·•.:inJin • ·".:;_1ribl .:, n ntra.t.,.:;gy . J. W-cH., 

pl;e:'4;::ed t..:, tl.5k t:.. e Prcf:id1:::nt ' s tareig:.. pol ·.cy 
a.cvis\3 .. to r:.>.vie'.a: y )Ur" L .. tb.:r· i.n rm:n:e ( -"..,t,itl 
~nd to get bl:ck in touch with you ralat.i• ~ t.o 
your '.rngg~t?t..h>r, ... riat Pr(?:eid~nt R .Hgo:.n meet. 
\.lith Prime Minister Ch..,_fiIDCl:r.::l . .rn ti.e in-+: r i.m , 
let w, assur. _.:ou tha.__ vour of fer of '"'Si st;;i.r-ce 
will he k~pt in mind . 

~- n. Ogl~sby , Jr . 
, ssist.2tr:t to t.he ?:r•~~idf':1t. 

"!'ht2 Ho,ndr: .bl~ Geoi:-g C . -Jortl•3Y 
Hcuse of ~;press tativ~• 
\'ia.s1 Lv;ton, D .c . ::os.1s 

CC! 

cc: 

w/copy of inc to Will Ball, Cong Affrs, 
Sta te - for DIRECT r e sponse 

w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYI ,/ 

MBO:KRJ:hlb 



:-GfOf!GE C. WORTLEY 
27TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK : 

\ t l.fJ'\ COMMITTEES: 

' ,\: BANKING, FINANCE AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
SUPERVISION, REGULATION AND 

INSURANCE 

ECONOMIC STABILIZATION 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

OVERSIGHT AND RENEGOTIATION 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 
TASK FORCE ON WOMEN AND 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT 

May 15, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 

( 

,, .!Dt\ ts \ 

€ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts 
!\oust of Rtprtsmtati\lts 

Uashington, B(t 20515 

Avenue, NW 
20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

229 CANNON HOUSE OV,CI BUII.DfflO 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-3701 

DTSTAICT OfflCH: 

1269 FEDERAL BUILDING 

SYRACUSE, NY 13280 

(315) 423-5657 

248 GENESEE STIIEET 

CHITTENANGO, NY 13037 
(315) 687-5027 

I am writing to you today concerning a matter I believe to be of great urgency 
in the Caribbean Basin. 

In recent weeks, I have had the opportunity to meet with high officials of 
Trinidad and Tobago in an informal face to face discussion as well as telephone 
conversations. 

The result of these discussions, in my opinion, spells out a great need for high 
level discussions, as soon as possible, between you and Prime Minister Chambers 
of Trinidad and Tobago. It has become clear to me that Trinidad and Tobago want 
to be key elements in our Caribbean strategy and desire to establish closer 
ties to the United States. 

Frankly, it was spelled out to me that, Trinidad and Tobago want to be of 
assistance in the United Nations. This is extremely important since it has a 
vote in the Security Council. As you are well aware, our support in the 
Security Council is tenuous at best. They also are interested in more American 
trade and investment and are ready to provide assistance to Grenada as that 
country develops. A discussion of the north-south drug trafficking could also 
be beneficial. 

I would be glad to discuss with you or your Deputy more of these conversations 
in detail. Please keep me advised of the progress of your consideration of 
suggesting a meeting between you and Prime Minister Chambers in Washington. 
Obviously, this does not have to be a formal state visit, but something that 
would provide both leaders an opportunity to know one another better. 

George C. Wor 
Member of Con 

reply. 
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United States Depar tment of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

JUN 2 4 1'}3::i 
Dear Mr. Lagomarsino: 

I am replying to your letter of May 16, to President Reagan 
which described your impressions concerning Trinidad and Tobago 
and suggesting a meeting between the President and Prime Minister 
George Chambers. Your letter was forwarded to me for reply by 
Mr. M. B. Oglesby, Jr., Assistant to the President. 

Trinidad and Tobago, because of its size and wealth, has the 
potential to become increasingly influential in the Caribbean 
region. Because of the importance of good relations with 
Trinidad and Tobago, we frequently consult with Trinidadian 
officials, both here in Washington and in Port of Spain on a wide 
range of matters. In late March, Deputy Secretary Ken Darn met 
here in Washington with Trinidad's new Minister of External 
Affairs, Errol Mahabir, for a useful exchange. The Deputy 
Secretary had met Prime Minister Chambers previously in Miami in 
December, 1983. These meetings have provided an opportunity for 
an open and frank discussion on issues of mutual importance to 
our countries and the Caribbean region . 

You may be aware that there have been at least two 
opportunities for a meeting between President Reagan and Prime 
Minister Chambers in the past: the first in Bridgetown, Barbados 
in 1982, the second more recently in Columbia, South Carolina 
during July, 1984. Unfortunately, the Prime Minister was unable 
to be present. Scheduling an official visit is very difficult 
given the President's busy schedule, as you know, but this will 
be kept under review, as you have suggested. We have, however, 
encouraged Trinidadian officials to take advantage of any future 
opportunities for an informal visit. 

We appreciate your thoughtful letter and interest in our 
relations with Trinidad and Tobago. Please be assured that we 
recognize the importance of that nation and value our friendship 
with its leaders and people. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable 

William L.~ l, III 
Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

Robert J. Lagomarsino, 
House of Representatives. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

MAY 30, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ATTN: WILL BALL 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

304772 

LETTER, DATED MAY 16, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON DC 20515 

SUBJECT: SUGGESTS THAT YOU CONSIDER MEETING WITH THE 
PRIME MINISTER OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 
MR. GEORGE CHAMBERS. STATES THAT SUCH A 
MEETING WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE IN THAT THAT 
NATION "PLAYS SUCH A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE 
CARIBBEAN." 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

,. 



Hay 28, 1985 

On the Fresidt:=-1'H. 1
,:.; beh.,lf , r wculd like tn 

thunk you for your Ma;· 16 lettf;.•Jr r.:.;.c:orumending 
that Pr,:lsdd"'!lt. ReiH:Ji:m meet: with t:h~ Prime 
Ni~ist~r of Trinid~d ~1~ Tobago. 

I was plea~ad to ask the Proeid~nt'a foreig3 
pol.icv a.dvisers tn r1~vif~w .,.c,ur lett~:,1.· ii ro<n:·c 
detail and to gee back in iouch with you . In 
th,;: interi:rof lt.t me a:sur£• you th?tt w~ 
~ppt"<?ci.s te ycux taking th'(:: tim~ t:c• w1. ite .. 

With best wishes. 

M. B. Oglesby , Jr . 
Assist?.nt to th~ I?r~:3ich?.nt 

'l~h.:~ H.ono&able Rob,:,::-t .;,. :r.{_gom.1r ·in,(", 
House of R-cp.::eBent--~ t.i V'f:~ 
Washi~gton, n.c. 20515 

cc: 

J, 
w/ copy of inc to Will Ball, Cong Affrs , 
State - for DIRECT response 

w/ copy of i nc to NSC Secretariat - FYI 

MBO:KRJ : h l b 



ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO 
19TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

1132 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

202-225-3601 

CONFERENCE SECRETARY 

Congrtss of tbt ltnittb ~tatt~ 
J,ouse of Representatibes 

Masbington, 11.CC. 20515 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 16, 1985 

3 Ot/?7 ;;_ 
COMl\.---:-1TTEE.: ON 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEE 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE AFFAIRS 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR 

AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

PUBLIC LANDS AND NATIONAL PARKS 

Shortly after you were first elected, I wrote to you to suggest 
the importance of meeting with leaders from our neighboring countries, 
specifically Mexico and Jamaica. I realize that you did this not so 
much as a reaction to my suggestion but as a reflection of your own 
appreciation of their importance. 

Well, Mr. President, I will presume once again to offer a 
suggestion of someone, I believe, you should consider meeting. This 
time, I believe it wouuld be useful if you were to meet with the Prime 
Minster of Trinidad and Tobago Mr. George Chambers. While the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago has differed with the United States 
Government on occasion, I believe it would be productive to meet with 
the leadership of this nation which plays such a significant role in 
the Caribbean. It would be a useful opportunity to emphasize once 
again the importance we attach to the Caribbean and the efforts of the 
United States in continuing to support the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 

I hope you will give serious consideration to this suggestion. 

With best wishes always, 

RJL:ted 
cc:His Excellency Dr. James O'Neil-Lewis 

Ambassador 
The Honorable Langhorne A. Motley 
Assistant Secretary of State 

SUITE 101 
5740 RALSTON 

VENTURA, 93003 

642-2200/656-4344 

STUDIO 121 EL PASEO 
814 STATE STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, 93101 
963-1708 

• LAGOMARSINO 
Congress 

120 WEST CYPRESS 
POST OFFICE BLDG. 

SANTA MARIA, 93454 
922- 2131 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 5, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR MELVYN LEVITSKY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

4148 

SUBJECT: Ag eement for ArnbassadQr Designate from the 
R~public of T~inidad and Tobago µt; 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of John Reginald P . 
Dumas as Ambassador to the United States would be agreeable to 
the Government of the United States. You are requested to inform 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. j .,e[ 

~~L 
Declassify on: OADR 

Executive Secretary 



4148 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR GRANTS. GREEN , (\0. 

FROM: JOSE S • SORZANO'· ~ 

SUBJECT : Agreement for Ambassador 
Republic of Trinidad and 

June 5, 1987 

Designate from the 
Tobago 

We have no unfavorable information about John Reginald P. Dumas , 
the person proposed by the GOTT as their Ambassador to 
Washington. Therefore, I recommend that agreement be granted . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memorandum to State . 

Approve* Disapprove __ _ 

Attachments 
Tab I Green/Platt Memo 
Tab II State Incoming 

~AL 
Declassify on: OADR 

t 
Prepared by: 
Kim Flower 



SUBJECT: 

8715405 

_United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 30, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appointment of John Reginald P. Dumas of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as Ambassador to 
the United States 

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has 
inquired whether our Government agrees to the appointment of 
John Reginald P. Dumas as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States 
(Tab 2). Mr. Dumas' biography is attached (Tab 1) . 

The Department believes from the information available that 
Mr. Dumas will make a good Ambassador to the United States and 
recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

M~~ 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Letter to the Secretary of State. 

U.NtLA$,.sf FIE✓ 
(Wi!7n" CO)fFIDE)i!1rIAL 

.M:.tacJtfnentf 
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SYSTEMATIC 
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ID Document Type 
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pages 

2 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
"KNOWSLEY" 

' QUEEN'S PARK WEST, 

PORT-OF-SPAIN 

... . . .. . ~Y . .? r ....... . ...... .. . .. . . .. 19~7. . . . 
,; /.);v, 

Mr. George' Schultz, 
Secretary of State , 
State Depart:rrent, 
Washington D.C., 
UNITES STATES OF AMERICA. 

Dear Secretary of State , 

In the general conduct of international relations, 
it becares necessary for countries, fran tine to tine, to 
reconsider their appointrrent of personal representatives. 

In the case of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
this is particularly pertinent at this tine as the country has 
recently undergone for the first tine since the achieverrent of 
independence a change of governrrent. The new goverrurent has 
enunciated a new develop:rrent policy with the prilre aim being 
the reconstruction and restructuring of the economy. 

It is prirrarily because of this new outlook that 
I seek your agrerrent for Mr. John Reginald P. Durras who is a 
trusted, loyal and efficient servant of my governrrent to be 
the representative of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in 
the United States of Arrerica. 

I W'.)uld be grateful for your earliest response, under 
seal, including your suggestions to the issue of a joint cc:mm.mique 
an the natter. I have attached a curriculum vitae of Mr. Durna.s. 

I remain, 
Yours respectfully, 

A.N.R. Iobinson 
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