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Senafe Building, Christiansted
St. Croix, U. S. Virgin Islands 00820
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JOHN A. BELL ‘ P. O. Box 3737

C ’ Christiansted
Majority Leader
ajorily November 9, 1981

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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My dear President Reagan:

In expressing support for your nomination of Dr. Melvin
H. Evans as U. S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago, I
know I am also expressing the sentlments of my fellow
Virgin Islanders.

Dr. Evans has served the people of this Territory in

many different capacities: As a competent and compas-
sionate physician, as the last appointed and first elected
Governor of the Virgin Islands, as our Delegate to Congress,
and as a concerned and caring private citizen.

In all his roles he has earned the affection and respect of
his own people and of those with whom he has come in con-
tact in the broader political arena.

I know that he will bring wisdom, talent and understanding
to the role of Ambassador, and will carry out his responsi-
bilities in a manner to do honor to the nation he represents.

erely yonrs,

Jé ncg Be;{/ Senator
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL L ’
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 110?88
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MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III
The Executive Secretary
The Department of State

SUBJECT: Arriet mbrmmamde Al Taww o . A Tar v -

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation
of the Department of State that the appointment of

James O'Neil Lewis as Ambassador~-Extraordinary and
Pleniopotentiary of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago

to the United States would be agreeable to the Government

of the United States. You are requested to so inform the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

TMichal? CDT\L)kALQt:

Michael 0. Wheeler
Staff Secretary

Declassify on: OADR

WENEAN 55 7T
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Washington, D.C. 20520

August 23, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Appointment of James O'Nell Lewis as
Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to

the United States.

8225187

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has inquired
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of James
O'Neil Lewls as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States (Tab 2).

biography of Ambassador Lewis is attached (Tab 1).

A

The Department believes from the information available
that Lewis will make a good Ambassador to the United States
and recommends that the President agree to the proposed
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the

Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

W \M& Q?

. Paul Brémer, IIT
Executive Secretary

Attachments:
1. Biography.

2. Note dated August 11, 1982
from Embassy of Trinidad
and Tobago.
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BIOGRAPHY - James O'Neill Lewis

Trinidad and Tobago

James Lewis has been Trinidad and Tobago's Ambassador
to Belgium since 1973. One of Trinidad's foremost advisers
on economic and oil policy, Lewis has served concurrently
as Ambassador to the European Economic Community (EEC) while
in Brussels and has directed his country's international
trade relations there. He has also been accredited as
Ambassador to Romania and to Yugoslavia since 1975. 1In 1979
Lewis served on Trinidad's Commission of Inquiry into Texaco
Trinidad. U.S. Embassy officers described Lewis in 1964
as one of Trinidad's brightest civil servants; they also
reported at that time that Lewis was friendly to the United
States.

Lewis started his career as a journalist in Trinidad
1942-49. After receiving a bachelor's degree in commerce
from London University (1950), Lewis returned to Trinidad
to enter government service as assistant to the economic
adviser. He has studied at the London School of Economics
and in 1956, earned a bachelor of letters degree from
Oxford University. The following year he was called to
the bar at Lincoln's Inn. Upon returning to Trinidad in
1957, Lewis held a succession of economic-oriented govern-
ment posts including Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Tourism (1961); Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce (1962);
Personal Representative of the Prime Minister to the EEC (1963)
and Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Head of the
Civil Service (1963). He has also been a member of Trinidad's
Industrial Court since its establishment in 1965.

Lewis, 63, is married and has three sons and three
daughters.

A thorough search of U.S. Government sources reveals
no grounds for objection.

M"’
CONFIDENTIAL
DE@L: 8/20/88
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CONTTPENTTAL August 20, 1982

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK
FROM: ALFONSO SAPIA-BOSCH

SUBJECT: Appointment of James O'Neil Lewis as
Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to
the United States

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is seeking agrement
for James O'Neil Lewis as Ambassador to Washington. The
Department of State recommends acceptance and I agree
(Tab II).

Roger Fontaine concurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize Mike Wheeler to sign the memorandum
at Tab I agreeing to the appointment.

Approve?ftbmfil

Disapprove

Attachments

Tab I Memo to Bremer
Tab II State incoming

CONFIDENTIATS
Declassify on: OADR

i



EMBASSY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
1708 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N. W,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

August 11, 1982

The Embassy of Trinidad snd Tobago presents its compliments
to the State Department and has the honour to inform the
Depertment that the Government of Trinidad ard Tobago proposes to
appoint His Excellency FMr, J. O Neil* LDw1s Ambassador of
Trinidad and Tobago in Brus»els as: Ambassador to the Un1t€d

States of America to replace_ HlS‘ Yoellpncx Mr V. C. MCIntyre

who has been transferred elsevhere

It would be appreciated'if,égrement could‘be granted for
the proposed eppointment of Ambassador J. O'Neil Lewis, whose

curriculum vitae is enclosed.

The Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to renew to tle

State Department the assurances of its greatest consideration.
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macketr is foreclosed to them in: their crucial start-up years, they will
ber prevented: fram ever: ach:.evmqs viability.

Undezstandably, the: Govermment of Trinidad and Tobago is extremely"
distressed: at whatz it cannot help regardings as: yet another: attempt om
ther part of some- Americam steel companies- to. frustrate the legitimate,.
though mecdest,. aspirations: of Trinidad: and: Tobago  towards: the- creation:
of a: stable: economie: base, deriving from its. cwm natural resources: and im
cooperatiom with technologically advanced: countries: including the-
Unitedr States: of America. Fromr their nature, the present petitions-
against ISCOTT. cannot but be seem as. constituting: virtual. harrassment of
a- small foreignr producer..

The: Iron and:.Steel Company of Trinidad and: Tobage  (ISCOTT)
began productiom: of wire rod: im: the-middles of 1981 and made its: £irst
exports: in: November: of that: year. The technology,. the machinery, the.
consultancy and: manaderial services: were- in: a larges part furnished- by
KorE£: Technologies: of the United States.. The ISCOTT plant is probably
the most moderr: and: technicallyr efficient steel manufacturing. plant of:
ita: kindr in: the: world: today, using: the: Direct: Reduced: Irom (DRI1) process..
The: DRY process: being: used& and: the: producing: equipment: were: bought:
from Midrex Inc., a.sister company of Georgetown: Steel Corporation: and
the Georgetowrn: Texas: Steel: Corporation, two.of the: petitioners. in: both
suits.. Im September 1982, less: tham one: year after ISCOTT' begam exporting
steel, these: beneficiaries of the« decisiom by the Trinidad: and Tobago:

Government to: construct: ISCOTT had: already elaborated. their "case™ and.
had: £iled: a: petition: aimed. at: blockings its exports. to the U.S.A..

Moreaover,. the: caser brought against ISCOTT runs counter to:
U.S.. policy of encouraging; growth: of capital industries: in developing:
nationsw. Inr fact, im-accocd with this: policy;, therUnited States
Export-Import: Bani, after am extensive: study of ISCOTT's viahility,
provided: projects Liner financing: of $73M '

Thes United States has: goner o record: as: taking: a- firm stand
in: favour of free-and: opemn. international. trade.. The Secretary of State-
only lastr week: Linked: the”pLosperity: of the advanced countries: of the
Nozth: to: the: opening: up of trading: opportunitiess for the developing:
countriess of the: South™.. Indeed, increasedraccess. ta.the: U.S. macket:is:
thes keystoner of: this: Administration!s. own Caribbean Basin- Initiative-
which alse evidences: a: commitment to the development: of strong,. stable
Caribbean. economies: and: concamitant: political stability. ISCOTT's
establishment is- precisely the- type off development sought to: be
encouraged: by ther CBE.. I is,. im fact, the "'cente::piece of. 'l':in:.dad.
and Tobaqokmdust:ializatiom plana.

Trinidad: and Tobado's steel industry was established as: a
result of ther govermment's: £irm policy of: diversifying its industrial
base, giving priocrity-tao: carefully selected areas: of econamic activity-
selected: for their high probability of success. Such: diversificatiom
creates: employment: and: long-term: economic: stability, and by promoting:
development. through: linked: industrial activity,. renders the economy”
significantly less- vulnerable: to- declines: in: world. markets for single-
productss,. such: as petroleums. Such strengthening: of amr economy: such: as
Trinidad: andi Tobago's, significantly; diminishess the: need: for financial
or: other asgistance from: international. scurces which: are: already under
Severe- straimn to meet the calls. upors their resources.

Initiation: of this: countervailing: duty proceeding: would not
only: frustrates the: efforts. of the Government of Trinidad: and. Tobago ta:

strengthem its: economy,. but would: undermines ther policy of the: T.S.

govermment: im: support of such: efforts.. Such. policy considerations: aparts:.
i light= of the- established pattern of: steel. and: other trade between: thee
U.Se and: Trinidad and: Tobago, initiatiom: of a countervailing duty actiom
is commercially unjustified. Im its. eighteenr months of productiom, the
largest exports: of its. wire rod to the-U.S. were $14.8M in 1982. But

total steel imports: into Trinidad and Tobago from the U.S.A have been

/Ea e




far higher and: werer as: follows: for the: yearss

197% ' - $18.5m: .
197 % — | F19.7m
lasc v — $25.8m:
I98L: Lo $18m-
1382 - $32.314m:

The-United. States remains: Trinidad: and Tobago's: largest trading: parctner
by: a; wide: margin, abhsorbing: 50% of total exports and supplying 45% of all
Trinidad: and: Tobago's: imports.. United States.' total exports. to. Trinidad:
and: Tobago: over: the-last: £ive: years rose by 170%¢ and: in 1982 alone:

rose: by: 29%.. Byr comparisom, according: to: the: U.S. Depactment of Commerce:,.
Trinidad and Tobago'ss exports: to: the U.S. over the: last five- years: rose:
by only: 14% i comparisom and: non—oil exports: actually: declined: by

19%.

The U.S.. Government: has: in: the: past expended considerable: |
energy, heartsearchin®: and financial resources. im dealing: with dynamic
situations: i the Caribbearm,. often when it is: too: late:r to prescribe:
effective: remedies withoutr anr even: greater expenditure: of resourtes.

. The: introductiom: of the: Caribbean:; Basin: Initiative has signalled.
are important and welcomes change: ir your government's approach to econcmic
cooperatiom with: ther Caribbean: countr ies.

My~ Gowex:nmem: wask gratified to learm frome the President’'s
"Rena:ks»"' ‘tos mes that: ther United: States recognizess that in' the. Caribbeam: -
"the- rgle of Tripidads and: Tobagos cam ber especially important in promoting
the: sense- of: conmunity and: commonality of interests: which is needed™.

Trinidadi and Tobado's: ability to: continue- to play that role-
in: ther Caribbeam will be- greatly impaired:. if it should f£ind itself
hampered: in: its. efforts: tor strengthen: its owrr econamic: capacity to-
help: itgelf ands its Cacibbear: neighbours..

Among: therconsiderations. which haver constantly to: ber borne im:
mind irr ther present situatiom is: that national stability, in a: democratic
Republic. suctr as: Trinidad and: Tobago, depends: very much orr the: ability
of thes Governmeni anc entrepeneurs from: the- private- sector, acting:
harmomriously:. together,. ta-utilizes their resources. A freely elected
Government: must: be seere to: ber doing its: utmost to. improve- the- lot of
its: peoples. Should: it not- ber able: tor do this through: the: tried and:
tested means: of damestic activity and’ international trader — and this
i much: morer crucial in- a= developing: country tham imr-the case of a

T developed: economy: — thenr ther calls: upons the- Government to: taker extremes

measures: aliem to: ther spirit of liberal enterprise become sor frequent
an& so: gstridents;. that the: situation may deteriorate: thus: cr:eat:mq the:

: type o enwi:onmenc that: :Lmn.tes outsider interference.

Thes seccn&: congiderations is, that if legitimater avenues: for
trade: with the U.S%.. ber denied: Trinidad: and Tobago, its: Government might
£ind: itself constrained by the pressure: of public opiniomr to review- its:
owrs- Liberal. trade- policies..

- g P
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ThHer third factor that must ber considered: is that the: U.S..
steel: market: would:,. if the- petitioners: succeed, become: effectively
closeds. Suchr a: clogurer would: seriouslyr threaten the very viability
of ISCOTT,. since its marketing: strategy included. continuing: access:
to: the: U.S. market, ther largest market in: the Western World,. and. to:
as morex limited: extent, Westerm Europe: and: Central and Soutlr America..
The collapser of ISCOTT would: present the Government with secious:
financial. economic and: political difficulties, the repercussions:
off which: are- unlikely to- ber confined tor Trinidad: and Tobado.-

T would urges the T.S.. Administration, in: keeping: with:
its: commitment tx free and fair trader, to: recognize: that the:
importation: of steel. into the U.S.K. from: Trinidad and: Tobago,. a.
firmr and: stabler friend: and: neighbour,. breaches: no: rules: of conduct,
poses: nor threat: either to: ther steel industry or the economy of the
U.S.&., and: should: thereforer ber permitted: to: continue: as: at present:
to: thes mutuall benefit of both: our countries and to the: region as
a whole.. ’ :

Yours: sincerely,
f’al - L

James: 0'Neil-Lewis:.
Ambassador
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United States Departfnent of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

JUN 101985
Dear Mr. Wortley:

I am replying to your letter of May 15, to President Reagan
and the Secretary which described your impressions concerning
Trinidad and Tobago and suggesting the desirability of a meeting
between the President and Prime Minister George Chambers.

Trinidad and Tobago, because of its size and wealth, has the
potential to become increasingly influential in the Caribbean
region. In fact, as you indicated in your letter, Trinidad and
Tobago takes on special importance because of its position on the
United Nations Security Council. Because we recognize the
importance of good relations with Trinidad and Tobago, we
frequently consult with Trinidadian officials, both here in
Washington and in Port of Spain on a wide range of matters. 1In
late March, Deputy Secretary Ken Dam met here in Washington with
Trinidad's new Minister of External Affairs, Errol Mahabir, for a
useful exchange. The Deputy Secretary had met Prime Minister
Chambers previously in Miami in December, 1983. These meetings
have provided an opportunity for an open and frank discussion on
issues of mutual importance to our countries and the Caribbean
basin.

You may be aware that there have been at least two
opportunities for a meeting between President Reagan and Prime
Minister Chambers in the past: the first in Bridgetown, Barbados
in 1982, the second, more recently in Columbia, South Carolina
during July, 1984. Unfortunately, the Prime Minister was unable
to be present. Scheduling an official visit is very difficult
given the President's busy schedule. We have, however,
encouraged Trinidadian officials to take advantage of any future
opportunities for an informal visit.

I appreciate your thoughtful letter and interest in our
relations with Trinidad and Tobago. Please be assured that we
recognize the importance of that nation and value our friendship
with its leaders and people.

Sincerely,

William L. Ba ITI
Assistant Secreiary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
George C. Wortley,
House of Representatives
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May 15, 1985

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to you today concerning a matter I believe to be of great urgency
in the Caribbean Basin.

In recent weeks, I have had the opportunity to meet with high officials of
Trinidad and Tobago in an informal face to face discussion as well as telephone
conversations.

The result of these discussions, in my opinion, spells out a great need for high
level discussions, as soon as possible, between you and Prime Minister Chambers
of Trinidad and Tobago. It has become clear to me that Trinidad and Tobago want
to be key elements in our Caribbean strategy and desire to establish closer
ties to the United States.

Frankly, it was spelled out to me that, Trinidad and Tobago want to be of
assistance in the United Nations. This is extremely important since it has a
vote in the Security Council. As you are well aware, our support in the
Security Council is tenuous at best. They also are interested in more American
trade and investment and are ready to provide assistance to Grenada as that
country develops. A discussion of the north-south drug trafficking could also
be beneficial.

I would be glad to discuss with you or your Deputy more of these conversations
in detail. Please keep me advised of the progress of your consideration of
suggesting a meeting between you and Prime Minister Chambers in Washington.
Obviously, this does not have to be a formal state visit, but somethiag that
would provide both leaders an opportunity to know one another better.

I await,your reply.

George C. Worfley
Member of Congress
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Lagomarsino:

I am replying to your letter of May 16, to President Reagan
which described your impressions concerning Trinidad and Tobago
and suggesting a meeting between the President and Prime Minister
George Chambers. Your letter was forwarded to me for reply by
Mr. M. B. Oglesby, Jr., Assistant to the President.

Trinidad and Tobago, because of its size and wealth, has the
potential to become increasingly influential in the Caribbean
region. Because of the importance of good relations with
Trinidad and Tobago, we frequently consult with Trinidadian
officials, both here in Washington and in Port of Spain on a wide
range of matters. In late March, Deputy Secretary Ken Dam met
here in Washington with Trinidad's new Minister of External
Affairs, Errol Mahabir, for a useful exchange. The Deputy
Secretary had met Prime Minister Chambers previously in Miami in
December, 1983. These meetings have provided an opportunity for
an open and frank discussion on issues of mutual importance to
our countries and the Caribbean region.

You may be aware that there have been at least two
opportunities for a meeting between President Reagan and Prime
Minister Chambers in the past: the first in Bridgetown, Barbados
in 1982, the second more recently in Columbia, South Carolina
during July, 1984. Unfortunately, the Prime Minister was unable
to be present. Scheduling an official visit is very difficult
given the President's busy schedule, as you know, but this will
be kept under review, as you have suggested. We have, however,
encouraged Trinidadian officials to take advantage of any future
opportunities for an informal visit.

We appreciate your thoughtful letter and interest in our
relations with Trinidad and Tobago. Please be assured that we
recognize the importance of that nation and value our friendship
with its leaders and people.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

William L. _ou.l, III
Assistant Secretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
Robert J. Lagomarsino,
House of Representatives.
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June 5, 1987
Mo

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

e
A SA

MEMORANDUM FOR MELVYN LEVITSKY

Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: y

The
the

Liic

the

President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of

Department of State that the appointment of ~ °~ ~ o

as Ambassador to the United States would be ayreecawie to

wuvernment of the United States. You are requested to inform
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. Lef/

HNh—

rant S. Green
Executive Secretary

‘CONFTDENTTAL

Declassify on: OADR
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CONTIDENTTAL A 4148

ACTION June 5, 1987
MEMORANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN, nJR. q}
FROM: JOSE S. SORZANO ™

SUBJECT: Agreement for Ambassador Designate from the

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

We have no unfavorable information about John Reginald P. Dumas,
the person proposed by the GOTT as their Ambassador to
Washington. Therefore, I recommend that agreement be granted.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum to State.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Green/Platt Memo
Tab II State Incoming

Prepared by:
Kim Flower

~CONFIDENTIAL
Declassify on: OADR
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May 30, 1987

UNCLASSI}QE’B e
(Wifh CENFIDENTIAL

Attachfient ) A .
"

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Appointment of John Reginald P. Dumas of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as Ambassador to
the United States

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has
inquired whether our Government agrees to the appointment of
John Reginald P. Dumas as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States
(Tab 2). Mr. Dumas' biography is attached (Tab 1).

The Department believes from the information available that
Mr. Dumas will make a good Ambassador to the United States and
recommends that the President agree to the proposed

appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

Melvyn Levitsky
Fxecutive Secretary

Attachments:
1. Biography.

2. Letter to the Secretary of State.

UMLA@S’? FIEH/
(Wigh CONFIDENTIAL
Attacpment)
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
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B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
v “KNOWSLEY"’,
QUEEN’S PARK WEST,
PORT-OF-SPAIN

Mr. George Schultz,
Secretary of State,
State Department,
Washington D.C.,

UNITES STATES OF AMERICA.

Dear Secretary of State,

In the general conduct of international relations,
it becomes necessary for countries, from time to time, to
reconsider their appointment of personal representatives.

In the case of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
this is particularly pertinent at this time as the country has
recently undergone for the first time since the achievement of
independence a change of government. The new government has
enunciated a new development policy with the prime aim being
the reconstruction and restructuring of the economy.

It is primarily because of this new outlock that
I seek your agrément for Mr. John Reginald P. Dumas who is a
trusted, loyal and efficient servant of my government to be
the representative of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in
the United States of America.

I would be grateful for your earliest response, under
seal, including your suggestions to the issue of a joint commnique
on the matter. I have attached a curriculum vitae of Mr. Dumas.

I remain,
Yours respectfully,

An & QM\

A.N.R. Robinson

e
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