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Trinindad and Tobago 

SUBJECT: Background on Trinindad and Tobago 

Prime Minister A.N.R. Robinson's National Alliance for 
Reconsruction (NAR) swept to victory in the December 15, 1986, 
national election. Despite the promise shown in the electoral 
campaign and overwhelming popular support for the NAR, Prime 
Minister Robinson's Government has started with a wimper. 

Robinson has faced some unanticipated politic~l . problems 
generated by what some are calling Robinson's vindictiveness. 
Shortly before President Ellis Clarke was replaced by Noor 
Mohammed Hassanali, Clarke made several controversial 
appointments. As a result, Robinson has. proposed · 
constitutional changes curbing the President's limited powers. 
Because of a press leak of the Scott report on narbotics 
corruption, Robinson was forced to publicize the report which 
contained damaging allegations against many individuals. As a 
result, Robinson has been accused of slandering members of ·the 
former government. 

Basdeo Panday, the Minister of External Affairs, visited 
Havana during the week of April 20 for the UNCTAD preparatory 
meeting. He does not yet appear to have formed a view on how 
to deal with the Cubans, Nicaraguans or Libyans; but his 
inclination is to have contacts with everyone. Ambassador Krys 
has an excellent rapport with Panday and should be able to 
encourage moderation. 

The NAR won the election on a campaign to revive the 
economy and to eliminate corruption. Trinidad's economy has 
been in a tailspin for the last several years primarily because 
of the steep fall in oil prices. The current economic problems 
were compounded by economic mismanagement during the oil boom 
years of the 1970s when wages rose without corresponding , 
productivity increases, agriculture deteriorated, and imports 
rose dramatically. Beginning in late 1985, the PNM sought to 
revive the economy by a .major devaluation in December 1985 . 
which made Trinidian exports competitive and reduced imports. 
The devaluation together ~ith import restictions cut the rapid 
outflow of foreign exchange, but did not turn the economy 
around. 

Robinson has a strong economic team which has produced 
good rhetoric, but few tangible results. It may be too early 
to expect results from the government, but if the apparent 
inaction continues for the next six months, Robinson may lose 
his ability to make significant economic changes. 
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
1708 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

Lieutenant General Colin Powell, 
Deputy National Security Adviser, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear General Powell, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036-1975 C-0 I~ CJ 

PY )}~ ra ()P& ~1~ 
JT3 August, 1987. 

When you graciously received me at the White House last 
April, I hinted that I might shortly be having to say farewell 
to you, as there were indications that my mission to the United 
States was coming to an end. 

Since then, I have received official notification that I 
am being succeeded by our current Ambassador to Barbados, 
Mr Reginald Dumas; and I expect to leave Washington on or about 
September 3, 1987. 

I shall be leaving with a deep sense of appreciation of 
the assistance, co-operation and f riendship that I have received 
f rom several members of the President's Administration including 
yourself. To you, and to all of them, I am greatly indebted for 
the support I have had in my humble efforts to strengthen the 
ties between our two countries . 

I should be grateful if there could be conveyed to the 
President an . expression of my appreciatiou.., of the honour I have 
had to be the Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago during his 
Presi dency . 

My wife joins me in sending to you our very bes t wishes fo r 
the f uture. 

Yours sincerely , 

(~ t) f'f~-~ 

>< J. O'Neil Lewis 
Retiring Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago 
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MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM : ROBERT f2-f ASTORINO 

SUBJECT : Further on Meeting with Amb. Charles Gar_s ano 
7 Today, 4: 45 p .m.) 

Relations with Trinidad & Tobago are good. We have few 
outstanding bilateral issues to worry about . 

T & T ha~ecooperated in drug efforts and during boom times ha~ 
helped its poorer neighbors not blessed with oil. 

The Embassy has good access to GOTT Prime Minister Robinson; in 
fact, Arnb. Gargano has an appointment with him within a couple 
of days of his arrival. 

On the economic front, we will begin shortly negotiations with 
GOTT on a Tax Information Agreement. T & T do not take much 
advantage of the Caribbean Basin Initiative. It does have 
economic/financial problems caused by low oil prices, but they 
are not nearly as serious as those of most of Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 

One underlying issue involves some Trinidadian suspicion about 
U.S. motives in T & T. There is a pervasive belief that the U.S . 
military has a legal right to return to bases we gave up after 
WW II (and a satellite facility) in the '70s. State and DOD have 
drafted a legal opinion that we have no, repeat no, residual 
rights. State believes you would be the appropriate person to 
deliver the message on your trip . You may wish to discuss this 
with Arnb. Gargano. 

C ONF ID ~AL 
Decla-ssify on: OADR 

3 
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WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

5649 

August 1 , 1988 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
llattSecAdvfeor 

haauen 

FROM: ROBERT ~ PASTORINO 

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad 
and Tobago Charles Gargano 

You have agreed to meet with U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and 
Tobago Charles Gargano at 5:00-5:15 p.m., August 2, in your 
office. Ambassador Gargano will be here for a photo- op with 
the President prior to your meeting. Below are few personal 
facts about the Ambassador : 

0 

0 

0 

Was 1984 New York State campaign manager for President 
Reagan 

Is a close personal friend of Senator Paul Laxalt 

Chaired a "Salute to Victory" in honor of President 
Reagan in 1984 

The Ambassador may also ask you about: 

0 Your upcoming trip to Trinidad; what you are interested 
in doing 
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flf NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 12, 1988 

C. F. 8310 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MELVYN LEVITSKY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

' i 
' '. 

SUBJECT: Appo ~ntment, of Ang~s~ Alb_~rt Khan of the Re_public 
of Trinidad and Tobago as Ambassador to the 
Unite State .. s · -

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of Angus Albert Khan 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago would be agreeable to the Government of 
the United States . You are requested to inform the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

~~! (Jc~# / )</1Aiu-
Pau1 Sch ott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
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WASHINGTON, D .C . 20506 

December 9, 1988 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: ROBERT S~ASTORINO 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Angus Albert Khan of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as Ambassador 
to the United States 

8 310 

By the Levitsky-Powell memo at Tab II, State recommends that the 
President agree to the appointment of Angus Albert Khan as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic o f 
Trinidad and Tobago to the United States. 

Recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memo at Tab I to Melvyn Levitsky concurring 
in the appointment. 

Approve ~ ~ 

Attachments 
Tab I - Stevens Memo to Levitsky 
Tab II - Levitsky to Powell Memo 

with attachments 

~ 

Disapprove 



SUBJECT: 

S/S 8834824 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 28, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

<g3/D 

Appointment of Angus Albert Khan of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago as Ambassador to the United 
States 

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has 
inquired whether our Government agrees to the appointment of 
Angus Albert Khan as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States 
(TAB 2). A biography of Mr. Kahn is attached (TAB 1). 

The Department believes from the information available that 
Mr. Khan will make a good Ambassador to the United States and 
recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

~~ 
Melvyn Levitsky 

Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Diplomatic Note 11/2/88. 
~/' . <J•··~ 

< , •• krN' CL A,~s'f F I E Q,.,, .. , .. 
( Wi th.,-c RDNF I 11,ENTI,AJ,~,, .. j(t tachmen t) 

~ -
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
1708 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. NW 

WASH INGTON, O.C. 20036 

The Embassy of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago presents its 

compliments to the Department of State and, with reference to its 

Note PCL 2/1/2 of October 5, 1988, has the honour to inform the 

Department that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has designated 

Senator Angus Albert Khan as successor to Mr J. R. P. Dumas in the 

post of Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States of 

America. 

Accordingly, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago formally 

/ requests the agrement of the Government of the United States of 

America to this designation. A copy of Senator Khan's curriculum 

vitae is enclosed. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the Department of State the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

.......__ 

Washington, D.C. 

November 2, 1988 
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