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Education Day, U.S.A., 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

From earliest colonial days, Americans have always known that education is 
the golden key that opens the door to achievement and progress. This Admin­
istration has placed renewed emphasis on excellence in education, and 
already the results are encouraging. By setting high standards we challenge 
the young to stretch their mental muscles and strive to achieve the best that is 
in them. Such an education succeeds because it makes learning an adventure. 

Education is like a diamond with many facets: it includes the basic mastery of 
numbers and letters that give us access to the treasury of human knowledge, 
accumulated and refined through the ages; it includes technical and vocational 
training as well as instruction in science, higher mathematics, and humane 
letters. But no true education can leave out the moral and spiritual dimensions 
of human life and human striving. Only education that addresses this dimen­
sion can lead to that blend of compassion, humility, and understanding that is 
summed up in one word: wisdom. 

"Happy the man," Scripture tells us, "who finds wisdom .... Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those 
who come to possess her." 

The Congress has sought to call attention to these durable values by adopting 
resolutions that pay tribute to the example of Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, a man who has dedicated his life to the search for wisdom and to 
guiding others along its pathways. He exemplifies the rich tradition of the 
Seven Noahide Laws, which have been the lodestar of the Lubavitch move­
ment from its inception. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's noble achievements and in celebration of 
his 84th birthday, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 582, has designated 
April 20 as "Education Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the Presi­
dent to issue an appropriate proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, April 20, 1986, as Education Day, U.S.A., 
and I call upon the people of the United States, and in particular our teachers 
and other educational leaders, to observe that day with appropriate ceremo­
nies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 


