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Freedom of Information Day, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A fundamental principle of our Government is that a well-informed citizenry 
can take part in the important decisions that set the present and future course 
of the Nation. Our Founding Fathers provided in the Constitution and in the 
Bill of Rights freedoms for all Americans, many of which are promoted by 
open access to information. Numerous Acts of Congress, including the Free­
dom of Information Act, are intended to further this principle. Most Ameri­
cans, having never known any other way of life, take for granted open access 
to information about their Federal, State, and local governments. They also 
understand that some secrecy is necessary to protect both national security 
and the right to privacy. 

March 16 is the anniversary of the birth of James Madison, our fourth 
President and one of the principal figures in the Constitutional Convention. 
Madison eloquently expressed the guarantees in the Bill of Rights, in particu­
lar in the freedoms of religion, speech, and of the press protected by the First 
Amendment. He understood the value of information in a democratic society, 
as well as the importance of its free and open dissemination. He believed that 
through the interaction of the Government and its citizens, facilitated by a free 
press and open access to information, the Government could be most respon­
sive to the people it serves. Surely the American experience has proved him 
right. 

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of the enactment by the Federal 
government of the Freedom of Information Act. On President Madison's 
birthday, it is particularly fitting that we recognize the value of reasonable 
access to information in our political process. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 371, has designated March 16, 1986, 
as "Freedom of Information Day" and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim March 16, 1986, as Freedom of Information Day, 
and I call upon the people of the United States and all Federal, State, and local 
government officials to observe this week with appropriate programs and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 


