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September 9, 198 1 

TO: MIKE DEAVER 

SUBJ : SOLIDARITY DAY 
SEPTEMBER 1 9 

Bob Bonitat i sen t th is 
along today FYI. I t hought 
you might l i ke to r e view it. 



TH E \'/ : ! I iT ! , 0 U S E 

Scpl~•n,b..::_1· 9 , 198 1 

VIA: Bur ges s 

FJ'.1 : 

RE : Solidarity Day 

I am attach2-:1 g a f act si-iee t on Solidarity Da y schedule d for Septembe r 19 
i n \\'::! sh ing t·_ -~1 . 

From my contact s with the AFL-C I O an d var ious union s, it is cl ea r 
that a ma jor organizationa l effort is being expende d to draw huge· 
throngs to Washington for this even t. To many in the l abor movemen t 
Solidar ity Da y has now become a symbolic "shm·1 of streng th " for the 
U.S. labor movemen t. Eve n for t hose union l eaders ~ho think the c: onc2pt 
of Solidar i t y Day is a bad one, many are now convinced tha t the l abo r 
movement's prestige is on the line. 

While the AFL-CIO public ly ~ontends that·they hope to have 100,000 
p eopl e here, their un announted goal is to bring 500,000 people to 
Wa shington th~t day. Unfort~nately the news media seems to focu s 
on the 100,000 figure. 

In addition to the above, I would also offer the followi~g comme nts: 

1. While Solidarity Day is talked aboit by the med ia a s a 
labor event, the purpose of the march ha s been broadened 
to include every interest group who opposes some face~ 
of Administration policy. Solidarity Day is no longer 
just a labor· event. 

2. There are now some 250 groups and organizat ions (incl~ding 
about 100 ·unions) who are ·sponsors of Solidarity Day. 
These include organizations representing environmentalists, 
nuclear views, civil rights, handicapped, consumer, senior 
citizens and women. Solidarity Day has become a festival 
of protesters! 

3. The original purpose of Solidarity Day was to show that 
rank and file union members agreed with their union l eaders 
in protesting the Administration's economic plan. {This 
was in response to White House corn.it1ents tha t union l eZ"Jde rs . 
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,:.cn t , fc"d r i:r2.de , fa i :c -:.:: ~.:-: r• s , hcc: J l h z-1.d .::;;ifcty , 1 l1,:1n<J , 
j obs , j us tic e, J o~·:c r i nLc-·c..s t rates , Soci2 l Securi ~y , 
v o t ing r i ghts an d worr8 n ' s r ight s. 

4. There uppcar s t.o b e a :'.'la j o r effort be i n g l a ur,~che d by l h c 
pub l i c c~pJoy ccs union s i n the ~ash ~ngton , Virgin ia an d 
D. C. ar e a (federa l, state an d l o ca l ) t o generate p drtic i­
p a t i o n in So ida rity D2.y. The ir the me i s "budg e t cut s me'.::i. n 
you r j o b ma. y b e los t . " 

Based o n th e i n [ or~ation I ,a· e bee 11 a ble to ~at1e r o n t he orgo n i ­
zat i ona l an d p r omot i o na l a ctivit ie s b e i n g conducted b y this c oa lit io n 
o f groups, t he r e is a potentia l for 25 0, 00 0 t o 35 0 ,6 00 p e ople be i ng 
in Wash ington f or Septembe r 1 9. 
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Jul y JO, l ' 2 1 

F ACT S!--i"EET ON SOLIDARITY 0/\ Y 

( ' 

' ,'HY : To C: s: ·no:-is tr.J.t e the \Vi c s r c .:-,d o~i osition to t c / 1c:T1 inis ­
tr a t ion's as s:w!t or1 vital social progrorns 2.nd to prorr.ote jobs, 
j ustice 2.nd equcll it y. The fo cus wil l be on the fo!lo ·.1:ing &re:2s 
o f concc .n (in a p Jbct ica l orde r ): Civil Rights, E uc c::tion, 
Energy, Er, ·.- i~ on:-r,ent , F2.i r Trac e , r 2. ir T<i.xes , l- L·,:,. th 2.nd 
Safet y, I fo u,- ing, Jobs, Just ice , Lo·;-:c r I:-1t c rest Rate ~, Soc ia l 
Security, Voting Rights Zind Women's Right s . 

WH O : Invitations from AFL - CIO President L2ne KirkJ 2nd k:.vc zo ,;e 
to 2.1! tr2 c u;-1io:1s including those not curren~ly ,:fi ilir-'tc cl .-it h 
the F e ci c :-2tion, 2s \:: c l! 2s t o oq;:=ini ;,_;:_ tiu,:s 2:fiili ::tcd \vith th e 
Leadership C onference on Civ il Rights 2.nd tlic Budget 
C oe1lition . In addition t o endorsem ents from ;-:dl i,;tc'rna tiona l 
uni ons, Soli c.i · rit y Day has alr eady be<::n endorsed by o ver l 00 
nat iona l o rganizations r epresenting: Blach, His p,rn!cs, Asian­
Arner icans, · wome n, religious, h2.,1dicc.p?ed, consu,ne ,s, 
en vi ro:1 rn 2nt alist s, the aged an d var iol!s p~o: c:;s · 0,12 \s . 
Plann ing is b2ing cc1rried forward by 2n r'\dv isory Ho:'.rcl rc:p:·e ­
s entative of these groups. 

WHEN : Sat urday) Sept ember 19, 1981. A one - day demonstr at ion m 
Wa shington, D.C. from 10 A.M. to 5 P.\l. 

WJ:-lERE: Marchers will assemble on the \Vest slope of the W2shington 
Monument for entertainment, picnics and introductions of 
celebrities and VIPs. This will be followed by a m2.rch and a 
program of addresses by n at ionally-known leaders and 
promlr1ent cntcrt2.iners . 

HOW: Each participating organization is asked to name one person as 
coordinator. Coordinators have also been named to provide 
information regarding transportat ion for unions and non-12.bor 
groups in major cities and st2.tcs. Recruiting, transportation 
and logistics are being handled by the particip2ting organi­
zations. The Solidarity Day office, at 815 16th Street, N.\\'., 
Washington, D.C. 20006 ((202)637 -5 3S0) can pz-ovicle the names 
of the coordinators. 

For Zlclcliti8na1 inform:1cion on 
(202)$37-5330. 

,\(::Cntun· e.if.-\chil'\uncnt 
.-\ Ch:1lk·11g'"' L)r th~- hllurt' 

Solidarity 

' , : , 
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T _r,c.,:,·:· :-:i.p c,..,nf. c,n c:.:.,-1 1 ::i.i.; .,ts 
c.s7 ... 17'Jo 

""ony 50::1illa , Frc s · dont 
L•-:;q_;·...;.a of lJ ni to::l L::,. tin J..ner. Cit . 

(512) 832-8234 

Kenyon Bu:d:e , Asso c. Gen. Sec . 
1.::tl. Cm.mcil o f Churc},e s -
Div. of Crx xch & Socio~' 
(~:12 ) 870- 2511 

Jacob Claynian , ? residen t 
!:e.tl. Council of S:r. Citi zens 
347-SGoo 

Ss.s Church , Pn:is:;.d:>nt 
United Hi..11.0·,.,ror:--::er s 
638-0530 

EUITe.y Finl ey, President 
A.C.T .W.U. 
(212) 211-2- 0700 

Douglas Fraser , Presiden t 
United Auto Workers 
(313) 926-5201 

Dorothy Height, Pr esident 
Nat 11 Council of l;egro Women 
(212) 687-5870 

Benjamin L. Hooks, Exe c. Di.1·. 
1LA.A .C .P. 
(212 ) 245-2100 

Reverend J e sse J a ckson 
P.U.S.H. 
(312) 373-3366 

Vornon Jordan, President 
l3tional Urban League 
(212) 644-6500 

I 

Corette. King, Co-Chair 
Full Employ. Action Council 
54G-6626 

llem·y Litc ayo, Ch.'1.irrnan 

:_ 

Lnoor Counc. for Latin Ar.1er . Advo.r1c0. 
347-4223 

iHll:Lnm Wynn, Prosidont 
U.F.C.W. 
223-3111 

...: ~:..i-..-- - , . . l~ ~~I J. T,. 1 1·./ 
U. 0 . C'..!. P.c.li c Cu,, '.:'c~ • · ,,.;0 

Off. of V:.:~-::~ t.i. c S•.:,(; J :. l r.:. ·;-:: le .. : ~:it 
659-6820 

Lloyd EcBride , Pr8sir.l en t 
F . S.A . 
l);l'l) ::-(J?_'>-:JJO 

• ' C: .) ·- c:. _., 

Joyc0 Jliller, Presid0nt 
C.L .U.W. 
(212) 2)1 2-0700 

C! 1·c1-les ?illi.rd, P:r0si0 Em t 
I. D.E .W . 
833-7110 

Reese Ro~-::-2.hn , Exec . Dir • 
. t...ner . Coc:l. of Ci t . v/Dica7::,ilitio s 

D.'l.ym·d Rustin , Ch.rLill . of' the Boa:::-d 
A.P.R. I. 
(212) 533-8800 

Chuck s ~nci, Director 
Concerned Srs. for Better Gov't. 
Jr 66- 611ro 

Albert Shanker, President 
PJDerican Federation of Tehchers 
797- 4440 

Donald Slalll9.Il 
J owish L5:bor Coffilllttee 

637-5282 

FJ.cm1or S::rreal 1 President 
N.0.W. 
347-3279 

J essica S;::;ith 
Front.lo. s :" 

783-3993 

Sharon St i1rk, President 
Consuwc::.· Fed . of America 
( 603 ) 23l-lr087 

Dou~lns Tn!hill, l{ntl. Chrp:.-sn . 
U. S. Stu clont As~1ociation 
GG7-Gooo 

C1y l oro ?-:olson , C.hZt i.n11e1.n 
'.t'h~ \viJ c:2rnc ss Society 
82 8--t;Goo 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHIN G TON 

September 9, 1981 

TO: MIKE DEAVER 

FROM: JOE CANZERI ~ 
SUBJ: SOLIDARITY DAY 

SEPTEMBER 19 

Bob Bonitati sent 
along today FYI. 

this 
I thought 

you might li~e to review 

t 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 9, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

VIA: Red Cavaney/Jt; Burgess 

FM: Bob Bonitatj/ 

RE: Solidarity Day 

I am attaching a fact sheet on Solidarity Day scheduled for September 19 
in Washingtcl:1. 

From my contacts with the AFL-CIO and various unions, it is clear 
that a major organizational effort is being . expended to draw hug_e· 
throngs to Washington for this event. To many in the labor mov~ment 
Solidarity Day has now become a symbolic "show of strength" for the 
U.S. labor movement. Even for those union leaders who think the concept 
of Solidarity Day is a bad one, many are now convinced that the labor 
movement's prestige : is on the line. 

While the AFL-CIO publicly contends that·they hope to have 100,000 
people here, the ir unannounced goal is to bring 500,000 people to 
Washington thit day. Unfort~nately the news media seems to focus 
on the 100,000 figure. 

In addition to the above~ I would also offer the followir:ig comments: 

1. While Solidariiy Day is talked aborit by the media as a 
labor event, the purpose of the march has been broadened 
to include every interest group who opposes some face~ 
of Administration policy. Solidarity Day is no longer 
just a labor· event. 

2. There are now -some 250 groups and organizations (incl~ding 
about 100 ·unions) who are ·sponsors of Solidarity Day. 
These include organizations representing environme ntalists, 
nuclear views, civil rights, handicapped, consumer, senior 
citizens and wome n. Solidarity Day has become a festival 
of proteste rs! 

3. The origina l purpose of Solidarity Day was to show tha t 
rank and file union membe rs agree d with the ir union l e ade rs 
in prote sting the Admini s tration's economic plan. (This 
was in respon se to White House comments that union l ead e rs. 



were "out of step with their members".) The purpose of 
Solidarity Day has been broadened to include the following 
areas of concern: civil rights, education, energy, environ­
ment, fair trade, fair taxes, health and safety, housing, 
jobs, justice, lower interest rates, Social Security, 
voting rights and women's rights. 

4. There appears to be a major effort being launched by the 
public employees unions in the Washington,. Virginia and 
D.C. area (federal, state and local) to generate partici~ 
pation in Solidarity Day. Their theme is "budget cuts . me~n 
your job may be lost." 

Based on the information I have been able to gather on the organi­
zational a_nd promotional activities being conducted by this coalition 
of groups, there is a potential for 250,000 to 350,000 people being 
in Washington for September 19. 



Pres,dont 
Lane Kirkland 

Sec,elJry. Trt1asuret 
Tnomas R Dona:-iue 

v,ce Pre5tdenti 
JohnH Lyons 
Peter Bommar.ro 
lhom3s W Gleason 
Frederick O Ne.JI 
Jer,yWurl 
S Frank Ralrery 
Al H Chesser 
M arftnJ W,u d 
Murray H Finle y 
A lbert Shanker 

.Glenn E Watts 
Sol C Chaiken 
Edwa rd T H a nley 
Angelo Fos,;o 
Cha,i cs H Pillard 
Wilham H McClennan 
J C Turner 
Lloyd McElr',de 
Dav id J Fitzmau rice 
Kennc rh T B!ay1ock 
Emmel Andrews 

Wm w Winp1s1ngcr 
'Wilham H Wynn 

FrcdJ Kroll 
John J . 0 Donnell 
John DcConcin1 
Wayne E Gl en n 
Robert F Goss 
Dani el V ~-taronc y 
V1lham Konyh3 
)yCC O M,llc r 

.,ohn J Sweeney 

,\mcric.in li.:tlcration or I . .ihr,r .int.I 
Congrc\\ of lnt-h,trial Org;ini·,.:ition, 

July 30, 1981 

FACT SHEET ON SOLIDARJTY DAY 

WHY: To demonstrate the widespread opposition to the Adminis­
tration's assault on vital social programs and to promote jobs, 
justice and equality. The focus will be on the following areas 
of concern (in alphabetical order): Civil Rights, Education, 
Energy, Environment, Fair Trade, Fair Taxes, Health and 
Safety, Housing, Jobs, Justice, Lower Interest Rates, Social 
Security, Voting Rights and_ Women's Rights. 

WHO: Invitations from AFL-CIO _President Lane Kirkland have gone 
to all trade unions including those not currently affiliated with 
the Federation, as well as to organizations affiliated with the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and the Budget 
Coalition. In addition to endorsements from all international 
unions, Solidarity Day has already been endorsed by. over 100 
national organizations representing: Blacks, Hispanics, Asian­
Americans, women, religious, handicapped, consumers, 
environmentalists, the aged and various professionals. 
Planning is being carried forward by an Advisor y Board repre­
sentative of these groups. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 19, 1981. A one-day de monstration in 
Washington, D.C. from l O A.M. to 5 P .!\\. 

WHERE: Marche rs will assemble on the West slope of the Washington 
Monument for entertainment, picnics and introductions of 
celebrities and VIPs. This will be followed by a march and a 
program of addresses by nationally-knO\vn leaders and 
prominent entertainers. 

HOW: Each participating organization is asked to nam e one person as 
coordinator. Coordinators have also been named to provide 
information regarding transportation for unions and non-labor 
groups in major cities and states. Recruiting, transportation 
and logistics are being ha ndled by the part ic ipating organi­
zations. The Solidarity Day office, at 815 16t h Street, N.W ., 
Washington, D.C. 20006 ((202)637 -5380) ca n p,ovide the na mes 
of the coordinators . 

For additinnal infor m3.tion on Solidarit y Day call: 
(202)$37-5380. 

;\ C l'.n tu tY of .\ch icrcmcnt 
:\ Challc11gc ltJr the I-inure 

i:I~ $11rt-t:•nt~ S r,1,:-,,... t ,, 'JI 

Yla~t-i,r.'jt,~,i, 0 C ~f"//.h 

l:iO~, ~)7.•..,1,r...c, 



Lnne Kirklund 
President 

July 21, 1981 '.I'hornuo Donahue 
Secretary-Troasurer 

SOLIDARITY DAY - ADVISORY BOARD 1IB1BERS 

Arnold Aronson 
Leadership Conf. on Civll Rights 
667-1780 

Tony Bonilla, President 
League of' United Latin Amer. Cit. 
(512) 882-8284 

Kenyon Burke; Assoc. Gen. Sec. 
Natl. Council of Churches -
Div. of' Church & Society 
(212) 870-2511 · 

Jacob Clayman, President 
Natl. Council of .Sr. Citizens 
347-8800 

Sam Church, President 
United Mineworkers 
638-0530 

Murray Finley, President 
A.C.T.W.U. 
(212) 21r2-0700 

Douglas Fraser, President 
United Auto Workers 
(313) 926-5201 

Dorothy Height, President 
Nat 11 Council of Negro Women 
(212) 687-5870 

Benjamin L. Hooks, Exec. Di.1·. · 
N.A.A.C.P. 
(212) 245-2100 

Reverend Jesse Jackson 
P.U.S.H. 
(312) 373-3366 

Vernon Jordan, President 
National Urban League 
(212) 6lflJ.-6500 

Corette. King, Co-Chair 
Full Employ. Action Council 
546-6626 

Hem·y Lacayo, Chairman 
Labor Counc. for La tin Ar.,er. Advar1c0 . 
347-4223 

wlll:Lnm Wynn, Prosidont 
U.F.C.W. 
223-3111 

Monsignor Franc:ls J. Lally 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
Off. of Domestic Social Development 
659-6820 

Rev. Joseph Lowery 
S.C.L.C. 
(4ot~) 522-1420 

Lloyd McBride, President 
U.S.A. 
{412) 562-2300 

Joyce Hiller, Presid,ent 
C.L.U.W. 
(212) 21~2-0700 

Charles Pillard, President 
I.B.E.W. 
833-7110 

Reese Robrahn, Exec. Dir. 
Amer. Coal. of Cit. w/Disabilities 
785-1t265 

Bayard Rustin, Chrmn. of the Board 
A.P.R.I. 
(212) 533-8000 

Chuck Senci, Director 
Concerned Srs. for Better Gov't. 
466--611f0 

Albert Shanker, President 
American Federation of Teachers 
797-4440 

Donald Slaiman 
Jewish Le.bor Committee 
637-5282 

Eleanor Smeal, President 
N.O.W. 
347-3279 

Jossica S;nith 
Frontlas'.1 
783-3993 

Sharon St!lrk, President 
Consumer Fed. of America 
( 608) 231-lr087 

Douglas Tt1 ~hill, Natl. Chrpr sn. 
U.S. Studont Association 
667-6000 

Gaylord I';8lson, Chc1in11cm 
'l'he \-.Jilderness Society 
828--t;Goo 


