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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 9, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE
VIA: Red Cavaney/Jack Burgess
FM: Bob Bonitati

RE: Solidarity Day ~ . -

I am attaching a fact sheet on Solidarity Day scheduled for September 19
in Washington. '

From my contacts with the AFL-CIO and various unions, it is clear

that a major organizational effort is being expended to draw huge
throngs to Washington for this event. To many in the labor movement
Solidarity Day has now become a symbolic "show of strength" for the

U.S. labor movement. Even for those union leaders who think the concept
of Solidarity Day is a bad one, many are now convinced that the labor
movement's prestige.is on the line.

While the AFL-CIO publicly contends that'they hope to have 100,000
people here, their unannounced goal is to bring 500,000 people to
Washington that day. Unfortunately the news media seems to focus
on the 100,000 figure. ' -

In addition to the above, I would also offer the following_comments:

1. While Solidarity Day is talked about by the media as a
labor event, the purpose of the march has been broadened
to include every interest group who opposes some facet,
of Administration policy. Solidarity Day is no longer
just a labor event. : ‘

2. There are now some 250 groups and organizations (including
about 100 unions) who are sponsors of Solidarity Day.
These include organizations representing environmentalists,
nuclear views, civil rights, handicapped, consumer, senior
citizens and women. Solidarity Day has become a festival
of protesters!

3. The original purpose of Solidarity Day was to show that
rank and file union members agreed with their union leaders
in protesting the Administration's eéconomic plan. (This
was in response to White House comments that union leaders



were "out of step with their members".) The purpose of
Solidarity Day has been broadened to include the following
areas of concern: civil rights, education, energy, environ-
ment, fair trade, fair taxes, health and safety, housing,
jobs, justice, lower interest rates, Social Security,
voting riglits and women's rights. )

4. There appears to be a major effort being launched by the
public employees unions in the Washington, Virginia and
D.C. area (federal, state and local) to generate partici-
pation in Solidarity Day. Their theme is "budget cuts mean
your job mdy be lost.”

Based on the information I have been able to gather on the organi-
zational and promotional activities being conducted by this coalition
of groups, there is a potential for 250,000 to 350,000 people being
in Washington for September 19.
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FACT SHEET ON SOLIDARITY DAY

To demonstrate the widespread opposition to the Adminis-
tration's assault on vital social programs and to promote jobs,
justice and equality. The focus will be on the following areas
of concern {in alphabetical order): Civil Rights, Education,
Energy, Environment, Fair Trade, Fair Taxes, Health and
Safety, Housing, Jobs, Justice, Lower Interest Rates, Social
Security, Voting Rights and Women's Rights.

Invitations from AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland have gone
to all trade unions including those not currently affiliated with
the Federation, as well as to organizations affiliated with the
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and the Budget
Coalition. In addition to endorsements from all international
unions, Solidarity Day has already been endorsed by over 100
national organizations representing: Blacks, Hispanics, Asian-
Americans, women, religious, handicapped, consumers,
environmentalists, the aged and various professionals.
Planning is being carried forward by an Advisory Board repre-
sentative of these groups.

Saturday, September 19, 1981. A one-day demonstration In
Washington, D.C. from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

Marchers will assemble on the West slope of the Washington
Monument for entertainment, picnics and introductions of
celebrities and VIPs. This will be followed by a march and a
program of addresses by natlonally-known leaders and
prominent entertainers.

Each participating organization is asked to name one person as
coordinator. Coordinators have also been named to provide
information regarding transportation for unions and non-labor
groups in major cities and states. Recruiting, transportation
and logistics are being handled by the participating organi-
zations. The Solidarity Day office, at 815 16th Street, N.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20006 ((202)637-5380) can provide the names
of the coordinators.

For additional information on Seolidarity Day call:
(2023637-5380.

ACentury of Achicvement
A Challenge for the Tuture

.
[, PR A 1

LRI



Lane Kirkland July 21, 1981 Thomas Donahus

Presldent Secretary-Treoasurer
SOLIDARITY DAY -~ ADVISORY BOARD MIZ{BIRS

Arnold Aronson Monsignor Francie J. Lally

Leadership Conf. on Civil Rights U. S. Catholic Conference

667-1780 ' 0ff. of Donrestic Social Development
659-6820

Tony Bonilla, President _

League of United Latin Amer. Cit. _ Rev. Joseph Lowery

(512) 882-828Y4 S.C.L.C.

(404) 522-1420
Kenyon Burke,; Assoc. Gen. Sec.

Natl. Council of Churches ~ Lloyd McBEride, President

Div. of Church & Society U.S.A. '

(212) 870-2511 (412) 562-2300

Jacob Clayman, President . . Joyce Miller, President

Natl. Council of Sr. Citizens c.L.U.V.

347-8800 o : (212) 2ho-0700

Sam Church, President ' Charles Pillard, President

United Mineworkers I.B.E.W.

638-0530 ' 833-7110

Murrvey Finley, President Reese Robrahn, Exec. Dir. 7
A.C.T.W.U. ' ’ Amer. Cosl. of Cit. w/Disabilities
(212) 242-0700 _ 785-4265

Douglas Fraser, Pregident o Bayard Rustin, Chrmn. of the Board
United Auto Workers AP.R.I. )
(313) 926-5201 . (212) 533-8000

Dorothy Height, President Chuck Senci, Director

Nat?l Council of Negro Women Concerned Srs. for Better Gov't.
(212) 687-5870 - h66-6140

Benjamin L. Hooks, Exec. Dir. Albert Shanker, President
N.A.A.C.P. American Federation of Teachers
(212) 245-2100 797-44%0

Reverend Jesse Jackson Donald Slaiman

P.U.S.H. Jewish Labor Committee

(312) 373—3365 637-5282

Vernon Jordan, President Fleanor Smeal; President

National Urban League N.0.W.

(212) 64L-6500 347-3279

Corette King, Co-Chair Jossica Smwith

Full Employ. Action Council . Frontlash

Sh6-6626 783-3993

Henry Lacayo, Chalrman Sharon Stark, President

Labor Counc. for Latin Amsr. Advance. Consuner Fed. of America

347-L223 (608) 231-%087

William Wynn, Prosident Douglas Tuthill, XNatl. Chrprsn.
U.F.C.Y. U. S. Student Associatlon
223-3111 667-6000

Gaylord Nelson, Chaiiman
The Wilderness Society
828--6600



