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El Salvador 

Average Deaths 
per Month 

CIVILIAN DEATHS ATTRIBUTABLE TO POLITICAL VIOLENCE 
(Six Month Averages) 
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NOTE: UCA. the Jesuit-run Central American Univer$ity. stopped c011111iling th1mi ,,atistics after their June 198-l rnµort. 

Source; SOCOR~O JUAIOICO, COHES, UCA and TUTELA LEGAL. 



Political deaths 

(by guerrillas) 

(possibly by guerrillas) 

(by extreme right) 

(possibly by extreme right) 

(by unknown assailant) 

(by Civil Defense) 

(by Security Forces/Army) 

(Civilians KIA) 
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CIVILIAN DEATHS FROM JANUARY l THROUGH MAY 31, 1986 
ATTRIBUTABLE ·ro POLITICAL VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE PRESS 

AS REPORTED BY EMBASSY, BY CATEGORY. . 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun ~ Aug Sep Oct 

9 18 6 5 5 

1 2 5 8 12 
\ 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 2 3 

7 4 2 9 2 

3 0 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 2 

0 2 2 2 l 

22 26 15 26 25 

Nov !?.!£ Total lage 

43 37.7 

28 24.6 

0 0 

s 4.4 

24 21.l 
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7 6.l 

114 100.0 
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AVERAGES PER MONTH SINCE 1980 

CIVILIAN DEATHS ATTRIBUTABLE 
TQ POLITICAL VIOLENCE ACCORDING 
TO THE PRESS, AS REPORTED. BY 
EMBASSY 

1980 ••• ~ ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 750 

1981 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 444 

1982 .••••••••••••••••••••••••. 219 

1983 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 140 

1984.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
(Jan-Jun ••••• 88) 
(Jul-Dec ••••• 46) 

1985 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 

1986 .......................... . 22 
(through April 30) 

,. 



1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

ARMED FORCES AND GUERRILLA DEATHS 
ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, AS 
REPORTED BY EMBASSY 

EL SALVADOR ARMED FORCES 

1693 

1127 

397 

106 . 
(through April 30) 

.. .. 
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GUERRILLAS 

4316 

2431 
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454 
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SUBJECT: TUTELA LEJAL APRIL VIOLEN~E REPORT ~ETS IT 

WRONG 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 5596 

1. THE APP.IL 1985 TUTELA LEJAL REPJRT CARRIES A TOTAL 
or 75 VICTIMS OF "POLITICAL VIOLENCE" IN MILITARY 
ACTIONS. WE HAVE DISCOVERED ATIER A CURSORY REVIEi OF 

.. THE DOCUMENT THAT IN ONE OF TUTELA'S INCIDENTS THEY CITE 
"12 UNINOWN VICTIMS OF AN INDISCRIMINATE ATTACK BY THE 
ARMY AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF SAN IJNACIO, CSALATENANGD, ON 
APRIL 30 OF THIS YEAR BY THE FOU~TH INFANTRY BRIGADE." 
TRE REAL EVENTS AT SAN IGNACIO ARE SO~E~HA? AT VARIANCE 
YITH TUTELA'S VERSION. · 

2. AS REPORTED R~FTEL, DATT AND POLOFF VISITED SAN 
IGNACIO ON MAY 2 AND SPOKE ~ITH VILLAGERS AFTER'PRESS 
REPORTS :- I NDl CATED 3 SOLDIERS HAD BEEN EXECUTED THERE. 
TEE :FOLLOWI_NG WAS REVEALED DURIN~ OUR DISCUSSIONS: 

- SAN IGNACIO WAS ATTAC{ED ON MAY 1 NOT APRIL 3a AS 
CLAIMED ]Y TUTELA; 

. - IT WAS ATTAC!~D BY THE GUERRILLAS-NOT ToE ARMY--AS 
. ANYONE LIVING ALONG THE LA PALMA-SAN IGNA:IO-CI?ALA AXIS 

~OULD HAVE TOLD TUTELA INVESTIGATORS; . 

- f.MBOFFS WERE GIVEN NAMES :>r THREE CAPTURED SOLDIERS 
~so VERE DRIVEN BY THE GUERRILLAS SOME MILES FRO~. TOiN, 
STRIPPED AND EXECUTED. TaEIR NAMES ARE: (1) NOE 
MARTINEZ AVELAR (2) JOSE GO~EZ ~LOR~S (3) JULIO CE5AR 

iJ NCl I. SS I Fl ED 5S 1Z620 
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~ONC~~ T~O 0~ TH!SE~ ~lRTIN8Z lND :ES!R PONCE iERE 
£IST3D BY TUTELA· AS llLLED IN COMBAT; 

,. 
- -·1N ADDITION, VlLLA~~R5 TOLD POLOFF THAT ANOTHER ~AL~ 
CIVILIAN, ISABEL 3ARCIA MARTINEZ, WAS DRAJ~ED FROM HIS 

· aOUSE BY THE ~UERRILLAS AND SiiOT. rais ~AN iAS LISrED 
BI TUTELA AS [ILLED IN ACTION AS A ~EMBER OF CIVIL 
DEFENSE, WHEN IN FACT VILLAGERS TOLD US HE WAS A VISITOR 
FROM LA PAZ DEPARTMENT AND pIVIN~ IN . A BOARDIN3 BOUSE; 

-- TllE GUERRILLAS ALSO ROBBED A ]AN{ AND DRY ~OODS srORE 
AND BLEW UP A PRIVATE oiELLl~G; 

· "'.'"'- THERE ARE UNLIKELY TO BE 12 "'UNINO'llN .. -VICTIMS !ILLED 
IN A SMALL TOiN LIKE SAN IGNACIO, 111TH' I TS TOTAL OF ONLY 
ABOUT·2~0~ !~HABITANTS. rlORE LIKELf THE BODIES--IF rHEY 
EXISTED AT ALL--WERE THOSE OF ~UERRILLAS • . . 
3. DEPT MAY WISH TO REPEAT ro OTHER INTERESfED Posrs. 
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2. (U) 81 DtATH SQUAD !ILLINGS: 
-------

., 

SOURC"E IS TL: 

. AN ARTICLE BY DAVID OTTA~AY IN THE NOVEMBER 22, 1985, · 
M~AS~INGTON "POST. REPORTS THE TESTIMONY OF AN AMERICAS 
tiATCH JFFICIAL BEFORE TRF SENATF- FOREIGN RELATIO~S 

.. 

. COMMITTEE TEAT 91 DEAT8 SQUAD MURDras HAD OCCURRED IN iL 
SALVADOR DURI~G THE FIRST SIX MONTHS . OF 1985. EMBASSY 
NOTJS FOR THE RFCORD T~AT THIS FIGURE ~AS NOT COMPILED 

• llY AMERICAS WATCH, 13UT ~!AS EXTRACTED DIRECTLY FROM THE 

f 
MON!ELY REPOPTS ~F T~E CATHOLIC LFGAL AID OFFICE (TUTELA 
LEGAL) OF TSE ,Rc~BISHO?RIC OF SAN SALVAD1R, WHICH . .. 

S S 15423 
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~JUUTS 82 "DEATH SOUAD" tJLLJNGS FJR THIS PERIOD. A 
COKPAilSON or TL'S ·cASES WJTH THE !1-~EFKLY VIOLENCE 
REPORTS COMPJLFD BT T~E EMBASSY FROM PRESS R~PORTS SRO~S 
THAT OF TUTELA'S 82 CASF.S, TR~ EMB~SSY CLASSIFIED 55 OF 
THEM AS FOLLors: . 

- 23 AS CRIMINAL MURD~RS, FOR ~~IC~ THERE WAS NO 
J.PPARENT POLITICAL MOTIVF. • .-

11 AS ~y GUIRRJLLAS on POSSIBLY BY GUERRILLAS. 

14 AS "1Y UNlNOWN ASSAILANT." 

7 AS POSSIBLY BY THE EXTREME RI~HT. 

1 AS A CIVILJA~ KILLED DURING A MILITARY ACTION. 

TEE OTHER 25 DEATgs CITED BY TL DID NOT APPEAR IN THE 
SALVADORAN PRESS (THE EMBASSY'S MAIN SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION FOR THE VIOLENCE REPORTS) NOR IN ANY OTHER 
CRFDl]LE SOURCt OF INFORMATION. IN OUR VIEW, ·THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATHS CANNOT BE VERIFIED, ·IF IN 
FACT THE DEATHS OCCURRED. . 

. ·-
_ 3. (U) TL'S MET!IODOLOG Y: . 
-----------------------

I 
TUTELA LEGAL'S MONTHLY "POLI~ICAL . VIOLENCE" REPORTS 
COM]INf. RIGHT \l!ING "'DEATH SQUAD" KILLINGS ~-'ITH THOSE 
kILLINGS ATTEI]UTED TO THE GOES ARMED FORCES, THE 
SECURITY FORCES {NATIONAL POLICE, NATIONAL GUARD, 
iREASURY POLICE), AND THE CIVIL DEFENSE. THE CLEAR 
INT~NT IS TO PORT~AY "DEATH SOTIADS" AS ELEMENTS OF THE 
SALVADORAN A'BMED FORC:ES CESAF); · NO REASON IS GlVEN FOR 
EQUATING "DEATB SQUADS" WITH OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FORCES 

· AND INCLUDING "DEAT~ SQUAD" KILLINGS WITH THOS1 
ATTRI]UTED TO REGULAR GOVERNME~T FORCES. MARIA JULIA 
HERNANDEZ, DIRECTOR OF TU?ELA LEGAL, RELIES ON SEVERAL 
lNDICAiORS TO CLASSIFY A MURDER AS A DEATH SQUAD · 
KILLING, BF-CAUSE, SHE S~YS, THEY HAVE CHARACTERIZED 
DEATH SQUAD iILL!NGS IN THE PAST. THESE. INDICATORS 
INCLUDE: . VICTIM Kl.LLED ELSF.vJSERE AND THE :BODY DUMPED; 
:B_ODY SHO'iING SIGNS OF TO~TUREi EODY 'WITHOUT !DENT I_FYING 

·• ,. 

• NNNN 
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. ... i. ror. . }R/CENTAM 

:E. O. 123~6: N/ A 
TAGS: PRFL, P~UM, ~S 
SUBJ!CT: "DEATH SQUAD" -KILLINGS: APPROAC~ TUTELA 

. . 
DOCUMENTS; EODY STRIPPED or CLOTHING; VICTIM UNiNOWN TO 
ANYONE IN THE AREA. IN OUR VIEW, NONE OF THESE 
CEARACTERISTICS NECESSARILY ·IMPUTES A POLITICAL MOTIVE 
'1'0 TF.E ilLLING. IN CONTRAST, THE EMBASSY BELIEVES. THAT 
FOR A MURDER TO BE CLASSIFIED AS A CRIME ATTRIBUTABLE TJ 
POLITICAL VIOLENCE, A POLITICAL MOTIVE \IS AN ESSENTIAL 
~L!MR~T. OTHERWISE MURDERS OF PRIVATE REVENGE AND 
!lLLlNGS ]Y COMMON CRIMINALS ~ILL BE INCLUDED. 

4. {U) THE VALIDITY OF TL'S CLASSIF!ErtS IS OP:Etl TO 
~EBATE. IN EL SALVADOR'S VIOLENT SOCIETY, WHERE 
JUDICIAL RECOURSE HAS OFTEN :BEE~ ABSENT OR COR~UPTI:BLE, l 
J>RIVATE "JUSTICE" EAS BEEN A NOT INFREQUENT R~SPONSE. · . 
~NCIDENTS OF TO~TURE KILLINGS ~ERE COMMON LONG EEFORE 
~HF DEATH SQUADS MADE THEIR APPEARANCE. AS FOR THE 
.J..:BSENCF. OF iD:ENTI TY DOCUMENTS, ·A· READ! NG- OF TL'S OWN 
~EPO~TS SEO~S TSAT THE LACK OF IDENTITY DOCUMENTS IS 
Ji'AIRLY CO~'iMON .AMONG- THE LIVING; ABOUT EALF OP THE PEOPLE 
MA!I!lG DECLARATIONS TO. TL HA VE NO IDEN TI TY DOC1JMENTS. · 
".!'L's "'VICTIM UNKNm:N TO ANYONE IN THE AREA" ( IN OTHER 
~ORDS "~ILLED ELSEWHERE AND DUMPED") PRRSDFPOSES A 
5TABLI VILLAGE-BASED SOCIETY ~EE~E EVERYONE ~NOWS 
.'EVERYONE ELSE. EL SALVADOR PERHAPS WAS SUCH A SOCIETY 
AT ONF TIME, BUT WITH AN ESTIMATED TEN TO FITTEEN 
PERCENT OI' TEE ENTIRE POPULATIO~ DISPLACED J3Y THE \\!AR 
AND ECONOMIC FACTORS, THE VALIDITY OF THIS CLASSIFIER 1s · 
QUESTIONABLE. EVEN IF ONE ACCEPTS TL'S INDICATORS FJR 
CLASSIFYING A MURDER AS A DEATB SQUAD KILLING, M~ST CAN 
~E ~ASILY DUPLICATED BY A COMMON CRIMINAL WISHING TO 
MISLf.AD THE POLICE BY i1A~ING T!!E CRIME APPEAR TO ]E 
~OLITICALLY MOTIVATED. FURTHERMORE, ·MANY OF THE 82 

-J>EATES LISTED J.S DEATH SQUAD KILLINGS :BY TL SHO't' TnE 
OPPOSITE OF SOME OR ALL .OF THESE INDICATORS, AND SOME 
~XHIBIT NONE _O~ TBtM. 

5. (U) REVIEW OF TL's;"DEATH SQUAD" KILLINGS: 
---------------------------------------· 

. , 
-~L'S SKETCHY DESGRIPTIONS OF THE 82 XILLINGS INCL3DED IN 
lTS MONTRLY\ ~EPORTS, SUMMARIZED, ·ARE AS FOLLO~S: 

-
• 

.. 
• 

28 VICTIMS ~ERE SROT ~HILE WALKING OR IN A VEHICLE 
ON THE STREET, OR ~ERE SIMPLY "SHOT." NO REASON 
IS GIVEN IN MOST CASES FOR CLASSIFYIN~ THESE 
MURDERS AS DEATH SQ~AD [ILLINGS. IN ONE CASE THE 
LONE ASSAILANT TOOK THE VICTIM'S IDENTIFXCATION • 
IN ANOTHER CASE, THE VJCTI~ WAS SHOT BY TEREE 
MAS~ED MEN." POSSIBLY RELEVANT FACTORS IN FOUR 
OTBEP. cisES:. THREE OF T~E VICTIMS WERE UNION 
OFFICIALS OR ACTIVISTS; ANOTHER ~OR~ED IN THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE • 

.. . 

,•· 

. .. 

r . -· 
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·~slE FCR lR/CENTAM . "'~ . . 
E.O. l'.~355: N/A 
TAGS: PRFL, PHUM, ES 
SU.EJECT: "DE.~Tn SQUAD" !lLLINGS: APPROACH TUTELA 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

AtJD P.I.NGED IN A TREE. THERE 'ilAS NO CAUSE or 
DEATR GIVEN FOR TWO -OTHFRS; THEY ARE SIMPLY 
CLASSIFIED AS ":{lLLFD :SY DEATH SQUADS.·: 

6 VJ.CTIMS SHO\'.':f.D SIGNS or TORTURE. · 

2 PEASANTS YEHE TAKEN FROM TH!IR HOUSE AND SHOT BY 
MEN IN OLIVE-COLORED UNIFORMS -·(USED :BY BOTH SIDES 
IN THE CONFLICT} • 

. 
2 VICTIMS WERE CALLED TO THF DOORS OF TREIR HOUSES 

AND SHOT DY MEN DRESSED IN CIYlLIAN CLOTHES • 

. 2 WERE -FOUND sqoT AFTER HAVING BEEN !IDNAPPED ON A 
PREVIOUS OCCASION; THEY HAD IMPLICATED GOES FORCES 

-IN THE PREVIODS KIDNAPPING • 

2 ~ERE FOUND SROT (ONE ~EPEATEDLY} IN DIFFERENT. 
!M?.BAGF DUMPS • 

1 WAS FOUND !!ALF-BURIED AFTER DISAPPEARING FRnM HIS 
ROME SEVERAL DAYS EARLIER • 

.... . 
3 ]ROTBERS, PEASANTS, ·WERE TAKEN FROM THEIR HOME 

AND YERE LATER FOUND SHOT AND HACKED KITH 
MACHETES. 

• 

• 
• 

1 SISTER OF TgE ]ROTFERS A]OVE WAS SHOT IN THE HOME 
AT THE TIM~ OF FER ]ROTHERS' KIDNAPPING. 

1 VICTIM ~AS FOUND BESIDE A ROAD, ·£1LLED BY MACHETE 
BL3WS. 

1 ,:AS CHASED . IN THE STREET AND STAlH3ED :BY FOUR MEN. 

1 WAS SHOT ATiA DANCE EY A DRU~KEN SOLDIER. 

1 .. VAS FOUND STAl3l3ED AND PARTIALLY CLOT RED • ., 
' I 

1 \'A·s FOUND PARTIALLY CLOTHED, FLOATING AT THE EDGE 
OF A LA!r; NO CAUSE OF DEATS WAS ESTAELISHED~ · 

1 VICTIM HAD NO CAUSE or DEATH GIVEN, NO REASO~ 
GIVEN FOR ATTRl]UTlON TO DEATH SQUADS; THE 
NOTATION ~AS SIMPLY "KILLED BI DEAT~ SQUADS." 

... -... 

't 
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• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

. ' , . . 
,..J •· 91,. VlCTlMS '«ERE SHOT rR0:1 MOVI~G VEHICLES OR 13Y 

PfRSO~S ~HO fXITED VFHICLtS, PERFOR~ED THE CRIME, 
AND RETURNED TO THE VEHICLES AND FLED. NO RtASON 
IS GIVEN IN FIVE OF THESE CASES FOR CLASSIFYING 
THE MURDER AS A DEATH SQUAD !ILLING. IN ONE CASE, 
THE VICTIM HAD NO IDENTITY DOCUMENTS. IN ANOTHER 
CASE, ONE OF TEE PF.RPETRATORS SHOUTED TO 

BYSTANDERS, 
11

HIDF., ·\ii'B'RF FlWM TH1 DEATH SQUADS. 11 

· . ONE VICTIM ~AS A LA~ PROFESSOR. AS A POSSIBLE 
MOTIVt IN ANOTHER CASE, THE EMBASSY NOTES THAT 
THF VICTIM WAS A TOWN MAYOR • 

7 VICTIMS WERt APPAR~NTLY iILLED AT ONE LOCATION 
AND DUMPF.D SUBSEQUENTLY IN ANOTHER. ONE OF T!!E 
SEVEN WAS STRANGLED; THE REST WERE SHOT. ONE RAD 
NO IDENTITY DOCUMENTS • 

• .. 
13 VICTIMS ~HO DIED IN THE COUNTRYSIDE AND WERE 

CLASSIFIED AS DEATR SQUAD VICTIMS HAD NO IDENTITY 
PAPERS. · OF THESE, ·FI VE WERE SHOT_ ( TWO OF THEM 
REPEATEDLY); ONE HANGED; ONE RAPED AND SHOT; ONE 
tlLLED WITH A MACHETE. ANOTHER "WAS.FOUND SHOT 

• 
• 

:BT 
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. . . .. . .. . . 
SEPTEMBER 14; 1985 

. . AMERICAN EMBASSY 
SAN SALVADOR 

SUBJECT: WHO ARE THEY, REALLY? NEWLY CAPTURED FMLN 
- DOCUMENTS HIGHLIGHT MARXIST-LENINIST BASIS 
- OF THE SALVADORAN REVOLUTION 

1. SUMMARY 

.. .. 

A REVIEV OF RECENTLY-CAPTURED DOCUMENTS PROVIOES VALUABLE 
INSIGHTS AS TO THE MARXIST-LENINIST ORIENTATION OF THE 
FIVE FMLH CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS. THESE DOCUMENTS -­
WHICH REPRESENT ON(Y A SMALL SAMPLING OF THE INTERNAL 
COMMUNICATIONS OF THE FMLN -- HOT ONLY AMPLY · DISPLAY 
DEDICATION ANO ADHERENCE TO MARXIST PRINCIPLES, BUT THE 
COMMITMENT ;AND DECLARED HEED TO FORM AND TAKE POWER BEHIND 
A SINGLE COMMUNIST PARTY. ALSO INCLUDED IN TriESE 
DOCUMENTS ~RE TACTICS AHO STRATEGIES TO ACHIEVE THESE ENO S 
-- TAKING NOTE OF THE NEED TO MANIPULATE INTERNATIONAL 
PUBLIC OPINION -- AND THE INDOCTRINATION OF FOLLOWERS AND 
POTENTIAL FOLLOW~RS. 

THE FOLLOWING CHART OF FMLN ORGANIZATIONAL ACRONYMS I S 
MEANT TO HELP READERS UNDERSTAND THE RELI\TIONSIIIPS BET~EEN 
THE VARIOUS FMLN MILITARI ORGANIZATIONS AND THEIR 
POLITICAL FRONTS: 

POLITICAL FRONTS MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS 

ERP~-PEOPLES REVOLUTIONARY 
· ARMY 

PRS--SALVADCf:I\N 
REVOLUTIOWARY PARTY 

FPL--POPULAR FORCES OF 
. llBF.RI\TlON 

RN--NATIONAL RESISTANCE 

.t ,. 

f~PL--POPULAR ARMED 
FORCES OF LlOERATION 

FARN··-t\~MEr> roncr:s OF 
NATibNAL RESISTANCE 

' . 



• 
t 

PCS--COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
EL SALVADOR 

PRTC--REVOLUTIONARY PARTY OF 
CENTRAL AMERICAN WORKERS 

END SUMMARY. .. 
r 

-2-

. 
FAL--ARMED FORCES OF 
LIBERATION 

FARLP--REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMED FORCES FOR 

POPULAR LIBERATION 

2. ~BASE ALL ••• MEASURES ON MARXIST ••• METHODS" 

----------------------------------------------. . 

... 

A CAPTURED FPL DOCUMENT DATED AUGUST 1985 CLEARLY 
INDICATES THE GUERRILLA DEDICATION TO ·''MARXIST~LENINIST 
PRINCIPLES,'' INDICATING THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING 
FRIEDRICH ENGLES' THEORIES IN LENGTH "ESPECIALLY THOSE 
IDEAS CONCERNING THEORY OF CAPITAL VALUE, APPRECIATION AND 
ACCUMULATION.'' ANOTHER FPL DOCUMENT DATED MARCH 1985 
ENTITLED "F1PL PROJECTIONS. AND . OUTLINES FOR 1985-86" 
DESCRIBES THEIR INTENTION TO "BASE ALL ORGANIC MEASURES 
ON: 1) MAR~IST-LENINIST METHODS OF DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM 
AND, 2) A STRENGTHENED CAPACITY TO DIRECT THE PEOPLE." 
THESE GUERRILLA PLANS SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO THE 
NECESSITY TO ADHERE TO ."MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY 
GUIDELINES: EMPHASIZING THE LENINIST THEORIES OF THE 
REVOLUTION AND THE BATTLE FOR POWER AND DIALECTIC 
MATERIALISM." 

3. THIS FPL_ DOCUMENT GOES ON TO PROVIDE BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
=ON MARX, ENGELS, LENIN, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO THE MARXIST-LENINIST REVOLUTION, COMPLETE WITH A 
HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF MARXIST-LENINIST 
THOUGHT UPON WORLD HISTORY. IN A NOVEMBER 1984 ANALYSIS 
OF ITS POLITICAL-MILITARY SITUATION CONTAINED I~ A 
CAPTUREti FMLN NOTEBOOK, THE FMLN OFFERS A RARE GLIMPSE 
INTO THE WORL~-VIEW Of THE SALVADORAN GUERRILLA ALLIANCE. 
lT _OBSERVES THAT, 

- "WE ARE IN AN EPOCH OF SOCIALIST, ANTI-CAPITALIST 
REVOLUTIONS YHICII DEGAN IN 1917 AND INCLUDES THE MAJORITY 

- OF ASIA, . A FOURTH OF AFRICA, CUBA AND ·,ucARAGUA--THERE IS 
NOT A SINGLE COUNTRY WHERE THERE IS NOT AN ORGANIZATION 
FIGHTING, FOR SOCIALISM. THIS CONTEMPORARY EPOCH IS 
CHARA.CTERIZED BY TIIE CONFRONTATION BET\JEEN CAPITALISM AND 
SOCIALISM." 

.. • .. 
. . , 



... 
' . 

, 

. .. 
4. "ONLY ONE COMMUNJST PARTY" 
------------------------------
ACCORDING TO THE 1985-1986 FPL PROJECTIONS DOCUMENT, THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE FMLN-FDR STRATEGIC ALLIANCE "WILL 
PERMIT THE REVOLUTION TO MANIPULATE THE POLITICAL MILITARY 
SITUATION WITH THE GOAL OF TAKING POWER. AN INSURGENT ~ 
DIRECTIVE REAFFIRMS THIS POSITION STATING THAT, "ALL 
EFFORT SHOULD BE EXERTED FOR THE SEIZ~RE OF POLITICAL 
POWER." 

5. · FOLLOWING THE SEIZURE OF POWER~ THE GUE~RILLA 
ALLIANCE, ACCORDING TO AN UNDATED FARN DOCUMENT CAPTURED 
IN APRIL 1985, WILL SEEK TO "-CREATE A GOVERNMENT WITH A 
SINGLE COMMUNIST PARTY, THE MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY'' WHICH 
WILL ''INSTALL AND CONSOLIDATE A DEMOCRATIC DICTATORSHIP." 
THE DOCUMENT ADDEO THAT: "UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN THE 
FMLN LAY DOYN ITS ARns TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS." 

6. STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL FRIENDS AND PERMANENT FOES: 
"PARALYZE ANO DEFEAT NORTH AMERICAN WILL" 

ACCORDING TO THE FARN DOCUMENT OUTLINING STRATEGY AND 
TACTICS, THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, ONCE 
ESTABLISHED, UILL DECLARE ''NORTH AMERICAN IMPERIALISM" AS 
ITS "PRINCIPAL ENEMY." ITS ALLIES WILL CONSIST OF 1) 
"WORKERS AND PEASANTS PREDOMINATED BY THE PROLETARIAT,'' 2) 
"SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, NATIONAL LlBERATION MOVEMENTS AND 
IJORLD WORKERS ' MOVEMENTS." THE FARN DOC:JMENT ALSO CLEARLY 
DEFINES THE NATURE OF THE PRESENT FMLN ALLIANCES AND 

.CLASSIFIES THEM AS BEING EITHER STRATEGIC (PERMANENT) OR 
TACT I CAL (TEMPORARY ) • THE PARTNERS Ill P HI HI HIE " l10 R L [) 
SOCIALIST MOVEMENT;" "SOCIALIST COUNTRIES," AND "NATIONAL 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS" ARE CONSIDERED PERMANENT OR 
"STRATEGIC • 11 CO IJ VERSE LY, THE PRESENT ALL I AN CE S WITH THE 
11 0 0 ME ST I C BOU R G E O I S I E " , " IH D D L E - C LA S S " , 11 F O RE I G N 
GOVERNMENTS, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FORCES, MOVEMENTS, 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHICH OPPOSE 
U.S. INTERVENTION IN EL SALVADOR AND CENTRAL AMERICA" ARE 
·CLASSIFIED AS EXPENDABLE AFTER THE REVOLUTION IS WON, BUT 
NEVERTHELESS CRITICAL TO THE SEIZURE OF POWER. 

t • : ,· 

7. ACiORDING TO A PRTC FINANCIAL REPORT CAPTURED IN APRIL 
1985, DATED JANUARY 1983-NOVEHBER 1~84, THE GUERRILLAS 
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CURRENTLY RECEIVE INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE IN THE FORM OF 
"GRANTS FROM INSTITUTIONS, PARTIES AND GOVERNMENTS OF 
BROTHER COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION, THE UNDATED FARH DOCUMENT 
ON STRATEGY AND TACTICS STATES THAT THEY ALSO ACTIVELY 
SEEK TO "GAIN WESTERN-BLOC ALLIES TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE 
U.S. FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT." THE FARN • 
DOCUMENT FURTHER INSTRUCTS THAT "THE NEGOTIATING TABLE ~ 
SHOULD BE USED TO PRESSURE THE U.S. INTO WITHDRAWING 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF EL 
SALVADOR." NEGOTIATIONS WOULD "LEGITIMIZE REVOLUTIONARY 
POYER" AND "PARALYZE AND DEFEAT NORTH AMERICAN WILL." 

8. SIMILARY, AN FPL INTERNAL CIRCULAR STATING FPL 
OBJECTIVES FOR 1984 INDICATED THE INTENTION TO EXERT 
DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE ON THE U.S. THE DOCUMENT RECOMMENDED 
ACTION ON THREE FRONTS: 1) "STRENGTHEN RELATIONS FOR FMLN 
ALLIANCE IN EUROPE THROUGH A PROGRAM DIRECTED TOWARD 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS," 2)"INCREASE EXPANSION AND 
SUPPORT AMONG LATIN AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS, ESPECIALLY 
COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA, ARGENTINA, BRAZIL AND EQUADOR," 3) IN 
REFERENCE TO CONTADORA: "ESTABLISH A DEFINITE MEANS FOR 
REDUCING DEPENDENCY ON NORTH AMERICAN PLANS ANO DECREASING 
VULNERABILITY TO YANKEE IDEAS." 

9. A CAPTURED 72-PAGE LOG OF FPL MESSAGES DESCRIBING THE 
FOREIGN RELATIONS ORIENTATION OF THE SALVADORAN GUERRILLA 
GROUPS CAPTURED IN AUGUST OF 1984 REVEALS FREQUENT 
C OM MU N I C AT I ON_ WI T II TH E G O VE RN MEN T · 0 F N I C I\ RA G U A • AMON G 
OTHER TOPICS THE MESSAGES FOR NICARAGUA CONTAINED PROMISES 
OF MATERIAL SUPPORT AND ADMISSIONS THAT THE FSLN 
(SANDINISTASi HAD BEEN "ATTACKING THE NEUTRALITY OF COSTA 
RICA." 

THE LOG BOOK ALSO PROVIDED NICARAGUAN ASSESSMENTS OF THE 
INT~RNATIONAL REACTION TO DUARTE'S ELECTION. IT WAS 
OBSERVED THAT SWEDEN HAD TEMPORARILY FROZEN ITS ECONOMIC 
AID TO THE GUERRILLAS WHILE RELATIONS WITH PORTUGAL HAD 
IMPROVED DUE TO THE EFFORTS OF A FEMALE FMLN LIAISON IN 

. LISDON. IT WAS FURTHER NOTED THAT FRANCE SHOWED 
OPPOStTIQN TO U.S. POLICIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA BUT, 
BECAUSE OF DUARTE'S ELECTION, WAS BLOCKED ON ~HE 
DIP_l..OMATI.C FRONT. 

• ·• . , 
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10. ~EMOCRATlC CENTRALISM 

THE MOST BASIC UNIT OF THE GUERRILLA POLITICAL-MILITARY 
ORGANIZATION IS THE CELL. MINUTES CAPTURED IN AUGUST 1984 

·of A "ZONAL COMMITTEE MEETIN.G" OF THE PRTC," A FORUM IN 
WHICH THE CELL REPRESENTATIVES OF A GIVEN REGION MEET TO\ 
SHARE INFORMATION, CLARIFY THE WORKINGS OF THE GUERRILLA 
STRUCTURE AND PARTY ORGANIZATIONS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. 
ACCORDING TO THIS DOCUMENT DATED FEBRUARY 1984, THE ZONAL 
COHMITTEES-•WHICH ANSWER TO THE CEWTRAL COMMITTEE--ARE 
DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTITUTING "DEMOCRATIC 
CENTRALISM" AND INSTILLING ''RESPECT FOR HIGHER ORGANS OF 
THE PARTY.'' . IN A SELF-ASSESSMENT OF THE COMMITTEE'S 
ACHIEVEMENTS 1T WAS NOTED THAT THEY ''HAVE CLASSIFIED AND 
HAVE COIJTROL OF ALL PARTY MEMBERS, PARTY ASPIRANTS AND 
COLLABORATORS'', INDICATING THAT THE CELLS ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR RECRUITMENT AND PERSOUIJEL MANAGEMEtJT. THE ZONAL 
COMMlTTEc MEETING FURTHER REVEALS THAT THE CELLS ARE ALSO 
RESPONS!HLE FOR DEVISING THE GRASS-ROOTS "WORK PLANS." 

11. ONE Of THE MOST STRIKING CHARACTERISTICS CONTAINED IN­
MANY OF THE CAPtURED DOCUMENTS IS THE CLOSE INTER-MARRIAGE 
AT ALL LEVELS OF POLITICAL AND MILITARY ASPECTS. FOR 
EXAMPLE, A 1984 FPL DIRECTIVE ORDERED ITS COMMANDS TO 
COOP£RATE WitH THE "SALVI\OORAN COMMUNIST PARTY IN MILITARY 
MATTERS AND COMMAND QUALIFICATIONS." TIIIS INCLUDED, 
"DEVELOPMENt OF JOINT MANEUVERS, MAINTENANCE OF 
INT E R C H AN G E . W 1 'r H T H E POL I T I C AL C 0-1'11H S S I ON " A tJ D II F I NAN C I AL 
AGREEMENTS.," 

12. A PR'rt DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND SELF EVALUATION DATED 
MARCH 1985 iNDICATES THAT POLITICAL CADRE ARE SPECIFICALLY 
DESIGNATEo~~NoT ONLY TO ACCOMPANY EACH MILITARY UNIT, OUT 
I ND EE D TO H O LI> T H E 1-1 I G H E ST RANK WI T H Hl T H OS E U N I T S • T II E 
MILITARY LEADER ALSO PERFORMS TllE FUNCTIONS OF HIE PARTY 
CHIEF. THE "POLIT I CAL COHIH S SAR"--Y ET ANOTI-I ER HJ DIV ID UAL 
WITHIN TIIE MiLiTARY UNIT--IS SPECIFI .CALLY VESTED WITH "TUE 
POLITICAL-iDEOLOGICAL TRAINING OF THE Tf<OOPS". 

·13. GUERRILLA IDEOLOGICAL FITNESS REPORTS ,. 
------------------------~-----------------• ,· 

' THESE SAME PRTC MINUTES FURTHER OEMONSTRATE THE HIGH 
ORGANIZATIONAL PRIORITY GIVEN IDEOLOGY ANO REVEAL THAT 

• 
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"COMRADES" REGULARLY UNDERGO DETAILED IDEOLOGICAL 
EVALUATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, "REBECCA" WAS PRAISED BECAUSE: 
1) "SHE MAINTAINS GOOD WORK RELATIONS WITH ALL HER 
COMRADES," 2) IS "EXPERIENCED IN PARTY \./ORK," 3) "IS . 
CONCERNED THAT EVERYONE SHOULD FOLLOW THE -PARTY LINE," 4) 
"SHE HAS ATTAINED A HIGH LEVEL OF PROLETARIANISM AND 
KNO\ILEDGE OF MARXISM." LIKEWISE, "NELSON" WAS DESCRIBED; 
BY HIS SUPERIORS AS HAVING A "GOOD LEVEL OF • 
PROLETARIANISM." "TAV0 11 ;·0N THE . OTHER HAND, WAS CRITIZED 
FOR NOT BEING ''MORE FAMILIAR WITH MARXISM-LENINISM AND THE 
PARTY-LINE." IT WAS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT "TAVO" "SHOULD 
"OVERCOME HIS IDEOLOGICAL DOUBTS." 

14. ORGANIZATIONAL CONTROL OF THE POPULATION: POOERES 
POPULARES (GUERRILLA LOCAL GOVERNMENTS) 

ANOTHER FORM OF LOCAL POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, MORE 
Al>VANCED THAN THE CELL, ARE THE "PODERES POPULARES DE 
LIBERACION" (PPL) OR POPULAR POWERS OF LIBERATION. 
DESCRIBED 1~ AN UNDATED FPL PAMPHLET CAPTURED IN JANUARY 
1985, THEIR STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION APPEARS TO BE SIMILAR 
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN CUBA~ THE PPL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MANAGING THE ECOf.lOMIC, .POLITICAL AND LEGAL LIFE OF TIIE 
PEOPLE SITUATED IN THE CONTROLLED ZONE CAN AREA UNDER 
GUERRIILLA CONTROL). USUALLY A SINGLE PPL CONTAINS NOT 
LESS THAN 200 PERSONS. THE (FPL) PARTY DIRECTLY 
ADMINISTERS THE PPL "THROUGH ITS MILITANTS WllO ARE 
DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT ALL THE POLITICAL-MILITARY 

, I N ST RU ME rn S I N T H E AR EA • " TH E D O C U ME NT R E F L E CT S C ON C E R N 
THAT THE PARTY ASSURE THAT "THE MEMIJERS ELECTED TO THE PPL 
.HAVE MILITANTS IN THE FPL" SO THAT "THE PARTY CAN KEEP ITS 
BEST PEOPLE AT THE CENTER FOR THE INTERNAL 
POLITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL COHESION FOR MARXIST-LENINIST 
TRAINING." 

15. THE PAMPHLET DRAWS A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE ROLE OF 
THE PPL OEFORE · AND AFTER THE "TAKE-OVER OF POHER. 11 

"BEFORE THE POWER TAKE-OVER, THE PPL IS A LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AT WAR." THE PAMPLET SPECIFIES THE THIS POST TAKE-OVER 
STAGE WILL, IN .CONTRAST, BE CHARACTERiiED BY 
"ORGANIZATIONAL CONTROL OF THE POPULATIO~,•• ~ORIENTATION 
OF . THE INHA~ITANTS IN THE POLITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES 
OF .. THEIR SOCIETY, 11 AND II CONT RI BUTI ONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF MILITARY FORCE." 

• .. . , 
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16~ THE DOCUMENT GOES ON TO INDICATE THE PPL POSSESSES 
THREE MAIN BUREAUCRATIC .ORGANS: 1) THE POPULAR ASSEMBLY 
WHICH IS THE "ULTIMATE AUTHORITY" AND RESPONSIBL.E FOR THE 
"ELECTION'' OF JUNTA MEMBERS; 2) THE GOVERNMENTAL JUNTA, 
THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF "MANAGEMENT," AND 3) THE POPULAR 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WHICH SERVES AN ADVISORY ROLE. . .. 
17. THE PAf.1PHLET PAINSTf(KINGLY -DELINEATES THE ROLE OF -THE 
PPL WITH RESPECT TO THE "MASSES." IT STATES, "THE PPL . IS 
NOT THE SAME AS THE MASSES BUT ••• IS TO BE A "GOVERNING 
ORGAN OF THE 'MASSES'," WHILE THE "MASSES" ARE "PEOPLE 
(WHO HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED) INTO THE STRUGGLE." 

18. DESTROY ••• DESTROY ••• DESTROY 

-------~------------------------
THE DOCUMENTS CLARIFY FMLN-FDR TACTICS TOWARD BOTH THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND THE CREATION OF 
A GUERRILL~ INFRASTRUCTURE BASED ON ONE PARTY. AN UNDATED 
FARN DOCUM~NT CAPTURED IN APRIL 1985 OUTLINES INSURGENT 
PLANS FOR COUNTERACTING THE GOVERUMENT OF EL SALVADOR AND 
PRESCRIBES METHODS BY WHICH . THIS HIGH~ BE BROUGHT ABOUT. 
THESE METHODS ARE CIIARACTERIZED BY THE DESTRUCTION OF 
" S O FT-TAR G ET S , " P R E SU MAUL Y TO D E MO N ST R AT E G O V E RN ii ENT 
IMPOTENCE, THUS ALIENATING THE POPULATION. THE STATED 
OBJECTIVES ARE AS FOLLOUS: 1) "DESTROY LOCAL POWER 
C MU IH C I P AL f\ UT I l O R I TY) ; " 2) " D E ST ROY EL E CT R I C AL POWE R 
LINES;" 3) "DESTROY RAIL LINES;" 4) "DESTf<O'f 

, .. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS;" 5) "EXPAND OUR POLICY AGAI NST 
COFFEE, COTTON AND SABOTAGE HIGHHAYS." 

. 19. THE "PLAN TO DESTROY LOCAL POWER" OUTLINED IN THIS 
DOCUMENT NOTES THAT ONLY 24 OUT OF 86 GOVERNMENT OF EL 
&ALVADOR MUNICIPALITIES IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE COUNTRY 
HAVE PERMANENT DEFENSES. IT POINTS OUT THAT LOCAL POWER 
(MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY) COULD BE ERADICATED IN THE REl1AINING 
6 2 . 11U !H C I PAL IT I E S B Y " D E S T RO Y I NG TO lJN H AL L S , D O I NG A WA Y 
WITH THE MAYORS AND ALL MUNICIPAL PARTY WORKERS, 
ESPECIALLY TUE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS." THE RESULT WOULD BE 
TH AT THE PLAN ~! 0 UL D " P UT I\ N EN D T O TM E' · EL E CT O R AL P R O C E S S " 
AND "CREA TE A ST ATE OF AfJARCUY." THE PLAN AJ)MI TS THAT 
"WITHOUT, CHAOS AND ANARCHY, WE WILL NOT \-JIN NE\-J ZONES." 
TH°E' INSURGENT PLAN /1,LSO CONSIDERED THEIR RE/\CTIOtl TO 
GOVERNMENT AID PROGRAMS DIRECTED AT RECONSTRUCTING 
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WAR-TORN MUNICIPALITIES. "WHERE WE HAVE RELATIOHSHlPS 
WITH THE MAYORS WE MUST MAKE AGREEMENTS THAT NO ENEMY PLAN 
WILL BE ALLOWED AND LET THEM KNOW THAT WE CAN DESTABILIZE 
LOCAL POWER." 

·20. "IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL SUSTENANCE" 
--~--------------------------------------~- .. 

A FMLN CENTRAL COMMAND PRIMER FOR INDOCTRINATION DATED 
. FEBRUARY 1985 STATES, "INDOCTRINATION ••• IS ONE OF THE 

PRINCIPAL EFFORTS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY BATTLE ••• OUR 
ORGANIZATION HAS DECIDED TO EXPAND T•tIS EFFORT INTO ALL 
ZONES AND FRONTS. IN ORDER TO DO THIS HUNDREDS OF 
MlLITANTS ••• SHOULD LAUNCH A CAMPAIGN OF INDOCTRINATION IN 
ALL S E CT O R S • '' 

21. THE EXPECTED BENEFITS TO BE GAINED BY SUCH A 
CONCENTRATED EFFORt IS PARTIALLY EXPLAINED BY ANOTHER 
UNDATED, F~LN CENTRAL COMMAND DOCUMENT CAPTURED IN 
FEBRUARY 1985, CLAIMING THAT INDOCTRINATION "GIVES THE 
MASSES A BASE FOR IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL SUSTENANCE." 
OTHER PARALLEL QUALITIES RESULTING FROM SUCCESSFUL 
INDOCTRINATION PROGRAMS WERE "RAISING THE MASS LEVEL OF 
SUPP ORT TOHARD THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR" Arm "DEVELOP I NG 
CLASS AWARENESS ••• , LOOKING TOWARD CONFRONTATION WITH 
IMPERIALISM AND THE PROLONGATION OF THE UAR." 

22. TIIE POSSESSIO!·J OF Il>°EAS OTHER TIIAN THOSE PRESCRIBED 
BY THE PARTY · ARE VIE\-JED AS A SERIOUS THREAT • . THE FPL 
"PLANS FOR 1985-86 11 EXPRESSES THE NEED TO "PURifY THE 
PARTY THROUGH GREATER CONTROL OF THE MILITANTS (IN THEIR 
IDEOLOGICAL VIEWS) .. " IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE "FIRST 
EFFORT SIIOULD BE TO RESCUE AHD RE-EDUCATE THE 
l DE O LOG I C II LL Y I IJ CORRECT • " 11 I D COLO G I CAL RENE GI\ DES " SAY THE 
GUERRILLA PLANS, "ARE A DAMAGING TREIJD FOR OUR REVOLUTION". 

23~ THE FMLN CENTRAL COMMAND PLAN TO REVITALIZE A 
\JEAKENING "MASSES" MOVEMENT SEEKS TO "CREATE f, POLITICAL 
MOVEMENT" BY INSURING THAT "TIIE PARTY CADRE, ORGANIZERS, 
POLITICAL AGITATOHS ••• ORGANlZE, INDOCTRINATE AND ORIENT 
THE MASSES." A SIMILAR ATTITUDE IS EXPRESSED BY A PRTC 
~ORK PLAN FOR NORTHEAST SAN MIGUEL AIMED AT . 6 RAISING THEIR 
POL 1 T I CAL AW ARE ii E S S SO T H AT T H E Y C AN J O I N T H E S nw G G L E ••• " 
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24. A PRTC DOCUMENT DATED MARCH 1985 SPECIFIED MECHANISMS 
THROUGH WHICH IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATION WAS GIVEN. IT 
STATED THAT "THE POLITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL TRAINING OF MEMBERS 
HAS BEEN BROADENED THROUGH SEMINARS ••• AND COURSES "ON 
MARXISM-LENINISM.'' THESE COURSES WERE TO BE TAUGHT AT THE 
PRTC'S OWN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION CALLED "THE ADAN DIAZ: . 
POLITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL SCHOOL.'' AN · FPL DOCUMENT DATED 
AUGUST 1984 REVEALED THE ~ONTENT OF A SIMILAR EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM. THE ORGANIZATON CALLEO FOR "THE STUDY . OF MARXIST 
POLITICAL ECONOMY AND ENGELS' WRITINGS ON MARX." THE 
DOCUMENT ADDED THAT "IT IS IMPORTANT TO STUDY THESE 
THEORIES IN DEPTH, ESPECIALLY THOSE IDEAS CONCERNING 
THEORY OF CAPITAL VALUE, APPRECIATION AND 
ACCUMULATION ••• TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 
OF OUR CAPITALIST DEPENDENT COUNTRY." 

25. THE PRTC GUERRILLA ORGANS CHARGED WITH LOCAL 
DISSEMINATION OF PROPAGANDA CONDUCT AN "INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE WITH THE PROPAGANDA COMMISSION'' EVERY MONTH, 
PERSUMABLY lO INFORM THEMSELVES ON THE NE\~ "POLICY 
LINES.'' THE MOST RECENT INSTRUCTIONS HANDED DOWN FROM THE 
PROPAGANDA COMMISSION OF THE PRTC RECOMMENDED TliAT THE 
LOCAL GROUPS IN CHARGE OF PROPAGANDA "RELATE TO THE 
PATRIOTIC VALUES . OF THE NATION AND PROJECT THE FMLN AS THE 
FORCE REPRESENTING POPULAR POWER". 

26. AN FPL DOCUMENT OUTLINING A WORK-PLAN DATED . 
APRIL 4, 1985 CONVEYED A SIMILAR DESIRE TO SHAPE IDEAS AND 

· VAL U ES O F T H E POP UL AT I ON O R , MOR E PR E C I S ELY , 11 U IH TE 
KILITANTS POLITICALLY AND IDEOLOGICALLY AROUND THE 
POLICIES SET BY HlGliER ECMELONS." AMOrJG THE "IDEOLOGICAL 
FAULTS" THE PARTY VO~JED TO "COMBAT" AMOIIG ITS "MILITANTS" 
WERE "SUBJECTIVITY, IDEALISM ANl> LIBERALISM." 

27. THE FMLN PRIMER FOR INDOCTRINATION DOCUMENTS THE · 
OPERATION OF THE .PROPAGANDA TEAMS. THE PRIMER ALERTS TEAM 
ME MB E R S TO T U E " AT T I TU D E S CT II E G U E R R I LL A S ) C MJ E X P E C T" 
FROM THE PEOPLE. AMONG TIIE POSSIBLE REACTIOUS LISTED ~JERE 
"NERVOUSNESS, FEAR AUD EVEN INDIFFEREN ,CE." 

28. THE INDOCTRINATION PRIMER INSTRUCTS TEAA MEMBERS TO 
COLLE CT P E R S ON AL 1 N F O RM AT I ON SU C H A S "THE N A 1-1 E S O F F A MI L Y 
MEMBERS, llO\·J FAMILIES ARE RELATED, HOU MANY CHILDREN IN 
THE HOUSEHOLD" AND "HOW THEY EARN THEIR MONEY." 

• ·• . , 
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29. THE QUESTION OF UNIFIED COMMAND 
----~-------------------~-----------
ALL GUERRILLA ORGANIZATIONS, THE fARN/RN, FAR-LP/PRTC, 
FAL/PCES, FAPL/FPC AND ERP/PRS, ARE REPRESENTED IN THE 
-DOCUMENTS. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, SOME DOUBTS AS TO WHETHER 
THEIR COMMAND IS AS UNIFIED AS IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST OR· 
WHETHER, FOR EXAMPLE, THE ERP STANDS FOR THE -SAME ~ 
OBJECTIVES ANO PROMOTES T'HE SAME METUODS AS THE FARN. ON 
14 AUGUST 1985, THE FMLN GENERAL COMMA~D BROADCAST A 
STATEMENT WHICH LEAVES HO ROOM FOR AMBIGUITY. THE MESS~GE 
WAS READ BY LEONEL GONZALES, HEA-0 OF THE FPL AND A MEMBER 
OF THE FMLN GENERAL COMMAND, OVER RADIO ·VENCEREMOS, THE 
tRP (EJERCITO REVOLUCIONARIO POPULAR) ORGAN. SENDING A 
"FRATERNAL, COMBATIVE AND SOLIDARITY GREETING," HE 
STRESSED THE "UNITY" AND "COHESION" OF THE FMLN FORCES AND 
STATED THAT THEY "ARE CLOSER TO THE COMPLETE .UNIFICATION 
OF (THEIR) REVOLUTIONARY ARMY." ACCORDING TO THE 
ST ATE ME NT , ," SU B ST ANT I AL I> I F F E R EN C ES C ON C E RN I NG ( T H E I R ) 
STRATEGY No· LONGER EXIST" AND ADDED THEY "HAVE A SINGLE 
POLITICAL LINE. 

30. THE FMLN CLAIMED THAT THEY ARE "AOOUT TO TAKE FIRM 
STEPS TOWARD IDEOLOGICAL UNIFICATION'' WHICH, GIVEN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR PRESENT SIMILARITIES ASTOL~ BY THE 
CAPTURED DOCUMENTS, SHOULD NOT !3E A DIFFICULT TASK, IN AN 
IDEOLOGICAL ~ENSE, ALTHOUGH MAJOR PERSONALITY DIFFERENCES 
AND DISAGREEMENTS OVER TALTICS WILL ALHOST CERTAINLY 
IMP E D E TOT AL U IH T Y ( I. E • , U IH I Y UN D E R \J 11 0 M? ) • . TH E Y 

., FURTHER VOWED TO WORK ''TOWA~D PARTY UNITY UNTIL (THEY) 
BECOME A SINGLE ORGANIZATION" SO THAT THEY CAN "DEFEAT THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE BOURGEOIS IDEOLOGY BASED ON 
INDIVIDUALISM." STRENGTHEiHHG THEIR "PROLETARIAN AND 
REVOLUTIONARY VALUES" THE FMLN LEADERSHIP PROMISED TO 
"BECOME A SINGLE PARTY AND A SINGLE ARMY.'' . 

31. THE ALLIANCE PROMISED TO CONTINUE ''DISMEMBERING (THE 
GO~ERNMENT'S) LOCAL (READ: MUNICIPAL) AND NATIONAL · 
POUEr<", .AND DEFEAT TUE "PEOPLES ENEMY" AND THE "~LOGAN 
RULING (THEIR) ACTIONS IS: LET US DEVELOP THE PEOPLE'S 
WAR. 11 \JHILE THEY. ADMITTED THAT THE "ENEMY'S (READ: 
GOVERNMENT'S) PLAN IS TO REDUCE THE \.JAR," TUEY ADDED THAT 
Ttl EI R "PLAN I S TO BR HJ G THE WAR TO THE E IH 1 RE COUNTRY • 11 

; 
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32. GONZALES CLOSED BY STATING THAT "THE FMLN, (THE) 
PEOPLE'S VANGUARD ••• WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD IN THIS WAR OF 
LIBERATIO"•" AS IS CUSTOMARY IN THE USSR, CUBA, NICARAGUA 
ANt> OTHER "SOCIALIST" COUNTRIES, THE STATEMENT WAS CAPPED 
BY SLOGANS: "LONG LIVE THE WORKERS' .STRUGGLE", "LONG LIVE 
REVOLUTIONARY WORK" AND "LONG LIVE REVOLUTIONARY UNITY." ; ,.. 

33. CONCLUSION: IT IS CLEAR THAT THE FMLN INTENDS 
NOTHING LESS THAN THE SEIZURE OF COMPLETE POWER IN EL 
S~LVADOR, AND THAT THAT SEIZURE OF POUER WILL TAKE PLACE 
WltHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A SINGLE "COMMUNIST" PARTY. THE 
CONCEPT OF DIALOGUE -- THE ONLY TIME IT ~AS TOUCHED ON 
WAS IN THE CONTEXT OF "LEGITIMIZING REVOLUTIONARY 
POWERS" -- CAN THEN OE SEEN IN ITS PROPER PERSPECTIVE -­
A· tYHICAL MEANS TO DISTRACT THE GOES FROM THE WAR AND TO 
SCORE T/\CTICAL PROPAGANDA POINTS. TliERE IS NO ROOM IN 
THE FMLN OUTLOOK FOR THE POPULAR VOICE TO BE EXPRESSED 
IN FREE ELECTIONS. THESE DOCUMENTS INDICATE fURTHER 
THAT TUE MANIPULATION OF IDEAS, PEOPLE AND THE TRUTH ARE 
THE PRIME MEANS TO ACHIEVE FMLN GOALS. 

, 
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Af1E~1CAS. WJ,TCU P.?;POr.T: Ml EXPLOITATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS: 

T~E AMERIC~S WAlCH REPORT Of SEPTEMBER 1985 IS A LESSON 
la T ti E E >:PLO 1 "ff\ T I ON OF HUM All R I G II TS TO S !JP PC, HT /\MER I CA S 
WATCH'S POLITICAL STAND AGAlttST U.S. POLICY IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA. ·rttE REPORT IS BASED PRIMARILY OH PRO-FMLN 
SOURCES, A~D RELIES HEAVILY ON TESTIMONY FnOM F~LH 
SUPPORTERS FROM l~IE GUERRILLA STRONGHOLD OF GUAZAPA AHO 
FROM SYMPATHIZERS .AND FAMILtES OF GUERRILLAS IN CHURCH · l C/\MPS IN EL SALVADOR /\ND REFU5EE CM•\PS IN HONDURAS. IT 
DEPENDS FOR ITS FIGURES OH TUTELA LfGAL, THE CATHOLIC 
LEGAL AID OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC OF SAN SALVADOR, 
WtlOSf. METHODOLOGY !S QUE::iTIOHABLE AtJD WHOSE - STATISTICS 
U E II AVE S 11 0 ~1 N T O BE 8 /\ ll L 't' f LI\ U f. D M~ D B I /\ S E D • T II E I\ W 
r. E POP. T I\ C C £ P 1". S TU Tl:: LA LEG Ai. ' S METH O D O L CJ G Y . ~-JI TH OUT 
CRITICAL A~ALYSIS. IT I~CLUDES ERRORS or FACT. THE 
REPORT 15 SUPERFICIAL, DEMONSTRATlNG A LACK OF . 
UtUH:l~STfd•:DJl·JG Of TllE POLITICAL E!~VIRONMENT IN EL 
SALVM10R !\NI.I Of THE B_EH/'.\'IOR ANO CUSTOMS or 1.-;1; 
ShLVADORA~ PEOPLE. TO rtkKE ITS ChSt, AMERICAS WATCH 
REPEAT!:l)LY r>RE!H7.f.S UP INCIOEHTS FROM THI: PAST TO SUPPO·f,T 
TIIE R!:PORT 1 S Coini::.~;r1ou THAT TERROR COIJT1HUES IN TIIE 
PRESENT. TH~ REPOR1 IGNORES THE SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVE~~~T 
IH THE HUMA~ RIGHT~ MILIEU AND PREGIDENT PUARTE'S STRONG 
lPPl!;\SlS 01~ ITS COtHH!IJl~G I!--H-'ROVENENT" AMF.RIC AS UATC!I 
T R E ,•. D $ L I G H 1 LY ON GU E f: H I LL/\ AT R O C 1 T I E S ; TH E 1 5 0 - I' AG!: 
REPORT DEVOTES Ol~L\' 16 PAGES TO CUE.P.R'.i.i.L/i :iUf,lAM . RIGHTS 
ADUSES, WHICH ARE TODAY FLAGRANT AND CONSPICUOUS IN 
co~·,p,",Rl SO:~ WITH THE !'JEMCHSTRABLY IMPROVED corwor~TMEilT (if 

GOV [l~iJi'i !::HT SEC lJR I TY FOR(::: S .. 

3 .. SP E C I f I C MHJ S C S r, 1-i IH< G E D : 

TH E fi E P O :1 T l i I A i1 G E r, T n F. l> U A Ii T E G O V E ;rn 1-1 E NT W I TB H U MA N 
P.lGHTS /\l3U:S~S P.l·Ji) \.'lOLJ\TlONS Of "THf "LAi,1S OF \·!AH" IN 
SEVfRAL AREAS. ARERICAS WATCH ALLEGES THAT THE 

· FOLLO~lNG COHDAT-RtLATED ABUSES OCCUR: 

1 ) V X O L /1. T l O N S O F i rl E GO\/ ER tm E NT I S O \~ N R E GU LI\ T I ON S 
CO\'ERNlt~G t.ERlAL BONHIUG; 

2) FORCED RELOCATION OF CIVILIANS "BY ABUSIVl:'MEM!~"; 

3) ~ARA~SMENT OF RELIEF AND MEDICAL CPERATIONS; AND . 

4) USE OF COERCION IN ESTABL!SHMEUT ·oF Tt\E CIV1.l. 
bf:FENSE tYSTEM. 

THE REPORT ACCUSES THE GOES OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE 
FOLLOWIHG NO~-COMBAT AREAS: 

1) RESU~GENCE OF bEATH SQUAD' ACTIVITIES~ 

2) USE OF TORTURE BY ARMED ronCES; 

I 

. ' 



S) FAILURE TO PUNISH HEMUERS OF THE MILITARY FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS AOUSES; AHi> 

4) LACK Of RESPECT FOR INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS, 
PRESS, LABOR UNIONS, AND UNIVERSITIES. 

4. GENERAL C 011ME NT OU THE REPORT: 

--~-------------------------------
A. INDISCRIMINATE BO~BING: THE AMERICAS WATCH CHARGE 
OF INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING IS A CANARD. CIVILIAN 
CASUALTIES HAVE RARELY OCCURRED SIHCE PRESIDENT DUARTE 
ORDERED NEW RULES OF ENGAGEMENT FOR THE USE OF AIR POWER 
IN AUGUST 1984, AND THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ·cIVILIAN 
CASUALTIES SINCE THhT TIKE IS VERY LOU. CAREFUL 
MDNITORIN~ HAS S~OWN lHAT THE AIR FORCE CAREFULLY 
CONTROLS ITS OOM3ING MISSIONS AND CLOSELY FOLLOWS THE 
BOMOING RULES ESTABLISHED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

\ 
D. "FORCED RELOCATION OF CIVILIANS" IS A CHARGE BASED 
OIi A F E\i I SOLA TED INST Ar~C ES WHERE CIVIL IJ\tl GUERRILLA 
SUPPORTERS (HASAS) UERE CAPTURED DURING MILITARY · 
SIJEEPS. Tl-JOSE MASAS \JHO D_ID NOT HIIVE OTilER RESOURCES 
W E RE T RI\ N S f E run: D TO D I S PL AC E D P E r< S O l·J S C A MP S · TH RO U G II TH E 
ASSISTANCE OF THE INTE~NATIONAL COMMITTEE Of THE RED 
CROSS (ICRC) AIJD CHURCH Grrn·urs. THESE CIVILIANS, IN THE 
EMBASSY'S VIEW, WERE REMOVED FROM A LIFE OF TERROR, 
OEPRIVATION, PSYCHOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION INTENDED TO 
SOW FEAR AND DISTRUST OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND DANGER DUE 
TO THEIR LIVING AND TRAVELLING WITH THE GUERRILLA 
CONBATANTS. IN lNTERVlEHS HITII GUERRILLA nASAS, EMB~SSY 
OFFICERS FOUIHi TII/\T MANY MASAS REMI\IIJ \JITII THE . 
6 U ERR ILL AS U UT OF r EAR, A FE /1 R FED BY GUERRILLAS \Jll 0 
TELL THEM THAT THEY WILL BE TORTURED AND KILLED IF . . 
CAPTURED BY THE ESAF -- CHARGES WIICH MAY HAVE HAD SOME 
VALIDITY IN THE PAST, OUT HO LONGER DO TODAY. 

C. LIKEWISE, THE REPORT'S CHARGE OF HARASSMENT OF 
RELIEF AND MEDICAL WORKERS BY THE MI~ITARY MAY HAVE HAD 
SOKE BASIS IN THE PAST, BUT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THESE 
GROUPS AND THE MILITAHY HAS H\PROVED AND COMPU\lNTS HAVE 
~ALLEN OFF ACCORDINGLY. THE CASES CITED BY AW ARE WELL 
KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. IN OUR FOLLOW-UP ON THESE 
ACCUSATIONS, WE FOUND THAT CERTAIN VILLAGES WERE 
RECEIVING DOUBLE OR TRIPLE DONATIONS OF FOOD ~ND 
MEDICINE •FROM SEVERAL RELIEF ORGANIZATIOUS, AS A RESULT 
OF WHICH THE GUERRILLAS WERE TAKIN~ SHIPMENTS FROM TIIE 
INHABITANTS AFTER THE RELIEF TEAMS DEPARTED. AS NOTED 
BY A.W., DOCTORS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF . GUERRILLA 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED, BUT FOR HOLDING THAT 
MEMBERSHIP, NOT FOR PROVIDING MEDICAL SERVICES. ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP IN A GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION IS AGAINST 
SALVADORAN LAW. TO PRESENT A BALANCED PICTURE THE 
REPORT SHOULD HOTE THAT THE ICRC PROVIDES FOOD AND 
MEDICINE TO MORE THAN 80,000 PERSONS IN OR NEAR THE 
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CONFLICTIVE AREAS, AI\OUG \IHCM AnE SOME OF THE 25~000 
HASAS W~CM ROBERT MCCARTNEY ESTIMATES ARE STILL LIVING 
ltt ZOUES Of HEAVY GUERRILLA PRESENCE AND SUPPORTING THE 
GUERRILLAS (ROBERT MCCARTNEY, "REBELS OPTIMISTIC DESPITE 
ARMY ATTACKS", "THE WASHINGTON POST", P. A1, NOVEMBER 7, 
1985). THIS SHOULD DE AMPLE PROOF THAT THE GOES ALLOWS 
RELIEF OPERATIONS TO PROVIDE FOOD ANO MEDICAL CARE TO 
GUERRILLA MASAS. 

D. lHE REPORT'S ALLEGATIO~S AGAINST THE.CIVIL DEFENSE 
AS AN ABUSER OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION HAVE SOME 
BASIS. ttEVERTHELESS, IT WOULO HAVE BEEN MORE PRODUCTIVE 
TO STRESS THE PROGRESS BEING MADE IN THIS REGARD AHO TO 
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE VESTIGES OF ' THE OLD CIVIL 
DEFENSE, AND THE NEW CIVIL DEFENSE W~lCH STARTED IN 1984 
U IT II U • ·s • S UP P O RT AN D I. S. G P.. AD UAL LY . D I S P L AC 1 N G TH E O L D • 
U U LI K'E OLD C I V I L · 0 E f E N S E ,. ME MB E R S O F TH E NE H C O RP S AR E 
UNPAID VOLUNTEERS WHO A~E SUPERVISED BY A CIVIL DEFENSE 
COMMITTEE, USUALLY CHAIRED BY THE MAYOR AHD COMPOSED OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF A BROAD SAMPLING OF THE . 
MU~ICIPALITIES' POLITICAL COMPLEXION. UNDOUDTEDLY, AS 
THE REPORT CLAIMS, THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL PEER PRESSURE TO 
JOIN CIVIL DEFENSE AS THE HEH PROGRAM HAS PROVEv ltUITE 
SUCCESSFUL IN PROTECTING AGAINST GUERRILLA ATTACKS AND 
WANtON ACTS OF GUERRILLA TERRORISM IN THE NEARLY 80 
TOWNS WHERE IT HAS BEEN - ESTABLISHED. CIVIL DEFENSE 
MEMBERS, OLD AND NEU, AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE SUBJECT TO 
FMLN INTIMIDATIOU AND ATROCITIES, SUCH AS THOSE -WHICH 
OCCURRED /\T SANT/\ CRUZ LOMA AIID Std~ IGNACIO l.>URH!G 
1YD5. WE ARE UWAWARE OF ANY CASE UHERE MEMBERS OF NEW 
C J. VIL D E F E N S E 1·11\ V E 8 EE N I N V O L V E D I N H U MAN R I G Ii T S 
VIOLATIOHS. WHEN THE OLD CIVIL DEFENSE IS ACCUSED OF 
ABUSES OF AUTHORITY, THE GOES HAS REACTED BY ARRESTING 
THOSE RESPONSlaLE. U.S. TRAINERS ARE EMPHASIZING . 
RE s p E C T F O R TH E C l V l L I A I~ p Op u L AT I 6 r ~ \./ H EN F O n Vi u LAT I u G 
CIVIL DEFENSE TRAINING PROGRAns. THE PARISH PRIESTS WHO 
MINISTER TO THE AHMED FORCES GIVE IIUM/\N RIGHTS LECTURES 
TO THE CIVIL DEFENSE FORCES AS WELL. 

E. NOH-COMBAT-RELATED ABUSES: · 

A.U.'S MOST DAMNING ACCUSATION AGAINST THE GOES IS THAT 
DtATH SQUAD ,ILLINGS ARE COHMilTED BY THE ARMED FORCES 
AND P/\RI\IHLITARY GROUPS • . AS THE BASIS FOR ITS 
ALLEGAT!OHS, AW CITED STATISTICS PROVIDED BY~UTELA 
LEG/l.L. HEITHER AH NOR TUTELA LEGAL, !iO\JEVE~, HAS BEEN 
ABLE Tti PROVIDE ANY PEnSUASIVE EVIDENCE OF LINKAGE 

•BETWEEN POLITICAL KILLINGS AND THE ARMED FORCES. IN THE 
U.S. EMBASSY'S VIEW, TUTELA LEGAL AROITRARILY ATTRIBUTES 
KILLINGS BY UHKNOWN ASSAILANTS TO RIGHTIST "PARAMILITARY 
DEATH SQUADS" (REF B). ACTUALLY, MANY OF TUESE KILLINGS 
APPEAR 10 BE COMMON C~IME, WITHOUT POLITICAL 
MOTIV/\TION. OF TIIOSE WITH A POLITICAL MOTIVE, THE 
LARGEST PERCENTAGE ARE CLAIMED BY OR APPEAR TO OE 
PERPETRATED BY THE LEFT. THE RIGHT PUBLICLY CLAIMED 



.. 
ONLY ONE KILLING IN ALL OF 1984; AND CLAIMED NONE IN ALL 
Of 1985 UNTIL DECEMBER, WHEN A PREVIOUSLY UNHEARD-OF 

( VIGILANTE GttOUP CLAIMED TO HAVE KILLED THREE MEN IN 
SANTA AHA BECAUSE THEY WERE THIEVES WHOM THE COURTS HAD 
NOT PUIUS11ED. 

IN ITS CHARGE OF USE OF TORTURE ·BY THE ARMED FORCES, THE 
AUTHORS HAVE AGAIN BASED THEIR ALLEGATIONS ON TESTIMONY 
TAKEN FROM GUERRILLAS OR GUERRILLA SYMPATHIZERS. 
INTERVIEWS WITH GUERRILLAS IN PRISON SHOULD BE VIEWED 
WITH CAUTION, AS THEY ARE WELL VERSED IN THE 
MAN IP UL AT I O I~ 0 F II IJ i'1 At~ R I G H T S A S A P RO PA G A I~ D A TOOL TO US E 
AGAINST THE DUARTE GOVERNMENT. IT IS PROOABLE THAT 
PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURE IS APPLIED DURING INTERROGATION 
OUT WE DO HOT BELIEVE PHYSICAL TORTURE IS A DELIBERATE 
POLICY OF THE SALVADORAN GOVE.RiHlEtJT, UOR THAT IT IS 
COMMON. COMPLAINTS OF TORTURE ARE SIGNIFICANTLY FEWER 
TIIAN IN THE PAST, AND THE AHMED FORCES AIJI> THE POL.ICE 
FORCES IN PART~CULAR ARE MAKING A SIGNIFICANT EFFORT TO 
REDUCE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AGAINST THE CIVILIAN 
PO P UL/\ T I ON 8 Y I N S T IT ll T I NG S A F E GU i\ R t> S I U T ii E "f tl E /\l" ME NT O F 
PRISONERS AND ALLOWING ACCESS TO THEM BY REPRESENTATIVES 
0 F H U 1·11\ N R I G 11 T S II G E N C I ES • T II E R E P OH T U E G L E C T S T 0 
MENTION THE POSJ.TIVE Eff-OIHS THAT HAVE BEEIJ MADE OY THI: 
/\RHED FORCES IN l!IE FIRST SIX MONTHS CF 1985. THE LACK 
OF BALAl~CE IN THE REPORT /\tW FAILURE TO AC!(NO\-JLEDGE THE 
1 MP R O V E ME NT S l•JM I C H H AV E B E i: N MAD E D E MO r ~ S T R ;\ T E S , HJ OU H 
VIEW, THE REPORT'S BIAS~ 

A.W. NOTES THAT NO OFFICER HAS YET BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF 
A HUi•lf\:~ RIGHTS fi.l3USE. HO\JEVER, COlHRARY TO 1\.l~.•s CLA·IM, 
ENLISTED MEN -HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF ABUSES AGAINST 
SALVADORANS. IT IS C LEt\iZ THAT Tli ERE IS 1-JO~J A IWR E 
DELIBERATE AND SYSTEMATIC EFFORT TO CATCrl AND RECTIFY 
HU f'i A I~ H I G rl TS ABUSE S : AC C OR D ING . TO F I GU RES PHO VI D ED 13 Y 
THE VICE MINISTER FOR PUGLIC SECURITY, COLOllEL REYNALDO 
LOPEZ NUILA, ONLY THREE MEMOERS OF THE MILITARY WERE 
CH AR G ED WITH IW n/1 N RI G 11 TS AO US ES HJ 1 9 7 9; 8 UT TH E NU IH3 E R 
GREW TO 271 IN 1984. 

5. LACK OF. RESPECT FOR INL>EPENDENCE Of Ti1E COURTS, 
PRESS, LAUOR UNIONS, AND UNIVERSITIES: 
~--------------------------------------------------
A.. THE COURTS: · AFTER STATING ON P. 5 THAT J(r,1ouG TUE 

I 

SALVA D OR A 1-l G O V E IW ME IH ' S ABU S E S A R E " S 1-i O RT C O IH N G S HJ 
RESPECT fOR THE INDEPENDENCE AND PROPER FUNCTIONING OF 
SUCH CRUCIAL INSTITUTIONS ••• AS THE COURTS •• ~,•• AMERICAS 
WATCH fAILS TO ·CONSTRUCT A CASE TO SUPPORT ITS 
ASSERTION. AMERICAS WATCH DOES NO IN-DEPTH STUDY, OR 
EVEN A DETAILED DESCRIPTION, OF THE VERY REAL PROBLEMS 
OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. RATHER, ITS TREATMENT OF THE 
SUBJECT IS ANECDOTAL (PP. 134-139). THE SALVf.OORAN 
GOVERNMENT IS COUSClOUS OF THE PROOLEMS, OF INTii'tlDATION, 
POOR PAY, CORRUPTION, LACK OF INVESTIGATIVE CAPACITY, 

't 



TRAINING, AND IN SOME INSTANCES AN OUTDATED PENAL CODE 
•- PROOLEMS WHICH, TO BE FAIR, EXIST I~ MANY OTHER LATIN 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES. lT IS ATTACKING THESE PROOLEMS 
THROUGH A U.S. AID-FUNDED JUDICIAL REFORM PROJECT, WHICH 
l~E A.W. REPORT OUTLINES BUT CRITICIZES FOR HOVING TOO 
SLOWLY. 

B. THE PRESS: AMERICAS WATCH CLAIMS RESTRICTIONS ON 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN EL SALVADOR, HHILE fAILING TO 
NOTE THAT THE ~ESTRICTIONS (WHICH STEM FROM 
11 ST AT E - 0 F - S I E GE" LEG I S LAT IO N ) AR E N OT EN F O R C E D • TH ER E 
IS NO CENSORSHIP OF THE MEDIA. AMERifAS WATCH HARKS 
BACK TO 1980 AND 1981, WHEN TWO OPPOSITION NEWSPAPERS 
\~EP.£ CLOSED, TO SUPPORT ITS THESIS OF NO PRESS FREEDOM 
IN EL S ALVA D OR I N 1 9 8 5 C P • 1 lt 7) • Ttl OU G l~ C LA I M I N G 
11 REST RI CT IONS " 0 N TH E MED I A,. A lJ IW TES ·TH AT TH E T \J 0 
MORNING DAILIES Now PUBLISHING IN SAN SALVADOR HAVE BEEN 
11 VlRULENTLY CRITICAL OF THE CHIU$TIAN DEMOCRATS /\Im 
THEIR REFORM PROJECTS" (P. 1118). A.\J. FURTliERHORE MAKES 
NO MENTION OF )tlE PAID ADVERTISEMENTS FRO~ THE FMLN AND 
GUERRILLA FRONT ORGAIHZATIONS, WHICH ARE PUBLISHED 
AL 110 ST D A I LY IN TH E 1J E IJ SP APER S , HOR O F TH E IM F OR i11f•. T I O I~ 
F R OM T ll E GU E R R I LL A S I C Lid~ D E S T I N E R A D I O S T AT I O N S TH AT TH E 
CONVENTIONAL RADIO STATIONS RELAY FAITHFULLY AND WITH 
TOTAL FREEDOM. 

C. LABOR UNIONS: A.H •. AGAIN REVERTS TO PAST YEARS FOR 
EXAMPLES OF LACK OF REiPECT FOR LABOR UNIONS, RECALLING 
THE LAS HOJAS Ml\SSf,CRE OF 1933 Cl-!i!ICtl tU1S NOT . 
LABOR-RELATED) AND GLOSSING OVER THE FACT THAT ALMOST 
ALL T!IE MURDERS THE UIHOtJS COi•,PLAIN J\OOUT OCCURRED . 
BEFORE 1985. A.\J. ITSELF HOTES THAT FOLLO\-!ItlG £lUARTE 1 S 

·· INAUGURATIOIJ IN JUl~E 1984-, "FENASTRAS (NATlOt-U\L 
FEDERATION OF SALVADORAN TRADE UNIONS), WrlICH ~AD BEEN 
_FUNCTONING ON A SEMI-CLANDESTINE BASIS SINCE 1980, 
REIHE D OFFICES A IJl> 13 E G 1\ N TO FU r~ CT I() IJ OPENLY L ll ~ll ON S 
STEPPED UP MARCHES, DEMONSTRATIONS, AND STRIKES. THE 
UN I O N S I T R A D I T I O t ! AL l•H\ Y D A Y ~lf\ R Cl-I D R E \~ A R OU I JD 3 0, 0 0 0 
(SIC) IN 1985, COMPARED TO ONLY 5,000 THE YEAR 
BEFORE." 

D. UNIVERSITIES: IN ITS CLAIM OF NOIJ-RESPECT FOR THE 
l lH> E PE N D E t~ C E O F U IH V E R S I T I E S , A • W • R E ~ E R S O tJ LY T O TH E 
NAT l OU AL U IH VER S IT Y , A 1'10 U G T ii E H ALF - DOZ EN MAJ OR 
UNIVERSITIES OPE~ATING FREELY IN EL SALVADOR~ A.W. ONCE 
AGAIN REFERS TO THE PAST, TO HIE CLOSURE OF THE NATIOl~AL 
UNIVERSITY IN 1900. TO SUPPORT ITS THESIS OF LACK OF 
RESPECT FOR UNIVERSITY INDEPENDENCE, A.W. CAN . 11USTER 
OULY A FEW ARRESTS OF STUDENTS IN JUNE OF 1985 AND A 
THREAT AGAINST ELEVEN STUDENTS, PROFESSORS, AND UORKERS 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OSTENSIBLY PUBLISHED EY A RIGHT-WING . 
GROlJP IN JULY 1935. \lE HAVE CREDIBLE lNFORMATIOt~ TIIAT 
THE THREAT WAS IN FACT PLANTED BY LEFTIST RIVALS SEEKING 
TO INTIMIDATE THE ELEVEN, RATHER THAN .BY THE RIGHT (REF 
C). 



6~ SPECIFIC POINTS: 
--~-----------------
-- FORCEFUL RELOCATION: AMERICAS WATCH (P. 7) ALLEGES 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR IS DETERMINED TO 
COHBAT THE FMLN BY FORCEFUL RELOCATION OF THE CIVILIAN 
PO~ULATION OUT PRESENTS NO CONCRETE DATA TO SUPPORT ITS 
ALLEGATION. THE DISPLACEMENT Of POPULATIOU FROM THE 
CONFLICTIVE AREAS IS LAHGELY VOLUNTA~Y ON THE PART OF 
THE lNIIABITANTS WliO ARE FLEEING WAR, AND IT IS CERTAINLY 
SIGNIFICANT THAT BY FAR THE VAST MAJORITY OF THESE FLED 
TO GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED AREAS RA~HER THAN TO THOSE IN 
GUERRILLA HANDS OR ACROSS Tt-1 E f RON TIER I rn O HONDURAS • 
THE RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF CIVILIAN$ _ UrlO WERE 
REHOVED FROM NORTHERN AORAZAN AND FROM GUAZAPA (SAN 
SALVADOR DEPARTMENT) IN 1985 WERE RELOCATCD FOR THEIR 
OWN SAFETY TO PREVENT THEIR BEING fR/\PPED IN AREAS OF 
INTENSE COMBAT~ THE ICRC HAS NOTED AN INCREASE IN THE 
HUM BE R O F P E R S O I·! S A P PLY I N G F OR F O O D A I D HJ O H N E /\ R 
CO lff L IC T IVE 11 RE AS , TO MOH E TH AN 8 0, 0 0 0 • I f J\ H ' S TH E S I S 
OF "MAS~; EVACUATION" (P.50) \~ERE TRUE, THEHE lJOULD OE 
FE\lER TO FEED. 

CA 9 Ar~ AS : . M1 ER I C AS \Ir.TC H ( P • 9) BR I NG S UP AN 
INCIDENT FROM 1984 WHEN IT CLAIMS "HIE U.S. DEPARTi-1ENT 
Of STATE REFUSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT CABANAS AND 
CIIALl'.TEIHdJGO Mt\SSACRES ~;VEi{ TOOK PLACE". HJ FACT, THE 
EMBASSY EXAMINED THE CHARGES AND DOES NOT AGREE THAT 
MASSACRES TOOK PLACE. IH REFERENCE TO THE ALLEGATIONS, 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF SAN SALVADOR TOLD DEPUTY ASSISTAHT 
SECRET/I.RY FOR l·IUMAIHT/\Rlf\l~ AFFAJ.l~S LAURA i)IETRICl-! IN 
FEBRUARY 1935 THAT, AL"ftlOUGH HE BELIEVE.I.> SOi,E CIVILIANS· 
HAD BEEN KILLED IN THESE TUO I~ClDENTS, THE CASE WAS 
COfffUSING BECAUSE THERE HERE SEVERAL VERSIOIJS Of- l~i-lAT 
H A D O C C U R R E D I N C /\ 8 A N Ii S • 1 N T II E C A S E O F C I if1 L A T F. I! ,i i"J G O , 
HE SAID, ARMEn GUERRILLAS IIAD BEEN ACCOMPAHYING THE 
CIVILIANS. HJ ITS AUGUST 1984 . ViONTHLY REPORT, TUTELA 
LEGAL PUBLISHED WITNESSES' TESTIMONY OF T~E CHALATENANGO 
CASE, INCLUDING STATEMENTS THAT O~E OR TWO Of THE 

~ ACCOMPANYING GUERRILLAS (DEPENDING ON UHlCH WITNESS WAS 
SPE/~K114G) SIIOT OR THR£H I-IAUD GREI-JADES AT HIE SOLDIERS. 

AERIAL ATTACKS AND MORTARING CP. 10): U.S. EMBASSY 
OFFICERS HAVE REPEATEDLY SOUGHT TO VERI~Y ALLEGATIONS OF 
INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING AND MORTARING MADE BY GUERRILLA 
RADIO STAJIONS, BUT HAVE FOUND NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 

{ 

SUCH ASSERTIONS. DURING VISITS IN JULY 1985 TO THE · 
REGIONAL OFFICES OF THE GOVERNMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION IN SAN VICENTE AND SAN MIGUEL, EMBASSY 

· OFFICERS QUERIED THE COMMISSION'S DELEGATES REGARDING 
OOM8ING OR ARTILLERY ATTACKS. EXCEPT FOR ONE INJURY, NO 
CASES HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
SINCE THE OPEHI~G OF THEIR OFFICES IN DECEMBER 1984. 

/ AMERICAS WATCH RELIES ON TESTIMONY FROM DISPLACED 
PERSONS FROM NORTHERN MORAZAN (P. 13), AN AREA WITH 



HEAVY GUERRILLA PRESENCE. IN ADDITIOH, THE REPORT 
\ ALLEGES TUAT MANY CIVILIANS ARE "KILLED .AND WOUNDED AS A 
l RESULT Of THESE. BOMOARDMENTS." A.W. QUOTES TUTELA LEGAL 

AS A SOURCE FOR THESE ALL~GATIONS, A SOURCE WHICH HAS 
\ \ REPEATEDLY PROVED UNRELlf\ULE IN TtlE PAST. (SEE EMBASSY · 
• 

1 REPORTS "GUERRILLAS DUPE TUTELA LEGAL," REF D, Al~D 

I 

11 TUTELA LEGAL : A C ASE STUD Y, 11 REF E ) • FU rn rl ER 1·10 RE, TU E 
GUERRILLAS THEMSELVES SAY THAT FEU CIVILIANS ARE KILLED 
BY BOMB IN G , AC C ORD l lJ G TO A II U AS 1-1 1 NG TON POST II ART I C LE BY 
ROBERT MCCARTNEY (NOVEMBER fl, 1985, P. · 1) AND A "NEW 
YORK TIMES" ARTICLE BY JAMES LEMOYNE (DECEMUER 20, 1985, 
P. 8Y). DOTH REPORTERS HAD TRAVELLED EXTENSIVELY IN 
GUERRILLA AREAS BEFORE WRITING THEIR ARTICLES. 

TESTIMONY OF BOMDING CP. 13): THIS SECTION CONTAINS 
5 PAGES OF TESTIMONY TAKEN FROM REFUGEES IN THE 
COLOMOHCAGUA CAMP IN HONDURAS. BOMBING DOES OCCUR IN 
THE GUERRILLA-INFESTED REGION OF EL SALVADOR OIJLY A FEW 
KILOMETERS FROM THE CAMP. HOWEVER, EMHASSY INTERVIEWS 
WITH THE UIJHCH CAMP DJRECTOR AND CAMP PIIYSIClAl~S FAILED 
TO UNCOVER A SINGLE INSTANCE OF CIVILIANS UOUNDED IN 
AERIAL ATTACKS. 

EL OCOTAL BOMBING (P. 19): AMERICAS WATCH 
CRITICIZES THE DUARTE GOVEf<l~t\EHT FOR TIIE />,CCIDENTAL 

· BOMBING U!-1 ICH OCCUR RE:> IN EL OCOTAL ON (\lJGUST 6. Tl!E 
SALVADORAN AIR FORCE PROMPTLY tD NITTED ITS 
RESP0NSIBILITY AND, IN OUR VIEU, DESERVES CREDIT FOR ITS 
E F f O RT S T O R E C. T 1 F Y TH E T I~ AG I C E R n O R O f TH I S A C C I D !..: NT A L 
BOIH3ING OF THE CIVILIAN POPULJ\TIOi; !JY APOLOGIZING FOR 
ITS MISTAKE fl.ND PA\'H!G Il~DEMiHTY TO THE VICTIMS' 
f AM IL IE S. - - A II F IRS T 11 

. F O i~ T ii E A IR F O rz C E A ;rn AN 
l lrn IC AT IO IJ OF A CH /\tJ GE IN ATTITUDE l.JH IC H T II E .A • W. REPORT 
IGNORES. 

GUf,ZAPA BOMBING (P. 29): IN "TESTIMOtJY ON AERIAL 
8 0 M HARD ME IH IrJ OPERA TI ON S IN GU/\ ZAP A" ( P • 2 9) \J d I LE 
DRAWING HEAVILY FROM STATEMENTS BY GUERRILLA SUPPORTERS, 
AMERICAS WATCH REPRESENTATIVES NEGLECTED TO INTERVIEW 
NON-GUERRILLA FARMERS WHO LIVE IN THE GUAZAPA AREA. 

·THESE FARMERS HAVE SUFFERED HARASSMENT AND DESTRUCTION 
OF THEIR CROPS AT Tl-IE HANl>S OF THE GUERRILLAS. THE AIR 
FORCE HAS NOT KNOWINGLY BOMBED CIVILIANS IN THE AREA. , . 

• I 

-- · 'LAS, ANIMAS: CIVILIAN Cf\SUALTIES (P. 31): AMERICAS 
WATCH H I G II LI G H T S THE KI LL I.NG O F FOUR C IV I LI A tJ S , A MOTH ER 
A I~ D II E R TIU< EE S O IJ S \.J H O \J E R E H I l> I N G I N A . G RAN A H Y D U R 1 U G A 
BATTLE. · A.W. FAILS TO NOTE THAT THE .ROCKET UHI~H STRUCK 
THE GRANARY WAS FIRED IN SUPPORT OF A NATIONAL GUARD 
COLUHN WHICH HAD BEEN AMOUSHED BY THE GUERRILLAS AT THE 

.EDGE OF TOWN. EVEN A.\J. "DO(ES) UOT SUGGEST THAT THE 
CIVILIAN DEATHS THAT OCCURRED IN THIS EPISODE WERE TH£ 
RESULT OF DELIBERATE ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS OR THAT THEY 
WERE THE COUSEQUENCE OF INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS ••• " (P. 
31 >. 
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-- TUTELA LEGAL ON CIVILIAN CASUALTIES CP: 37): A.W: 
CITES TUTELA LEGAL AS ITS SOURCE FOR COMBAT-RELATED 
CIVILIAN CASUALTIES. ON SEVERAL OCCASIO~S WHEH THE 
EMUASSY WAS ABLE TO INVESTIGATE TUTELA'S CLAIMS, WE 

,. FOUND THAT TUTELA REPOIHED CIVILIJ\N DEATtlS WHICII DID NOT 
OCCUR OR \.JHIClf, IN FACT, HERE PERPETRATED BY THE 

\ GUERRILLAS (REFF). SECURITY COHSIDERATIOHS OFTEN HAKE 
• IT IMPOSSIBLE TO TRAVEL TO CONFLICTIVE AREAS FOR ON-SITE 

I~VESTIGATIONS, FORCING TUTELA TO RELY HEAVILY ON 
TEST I Ito NY OF WITNESSES, WH O MAY THE 11 SELVES BE GUE RR ILL A 
SY MPATH lZERS ~Ht O UtH>ER STANO THE VALUE OF SUPPLY I NG FALSE 
INFORMATION TO TUTELA LEGAL IN ORDER TO FURTHER THEIR 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN. 

IN "FORCii3LE RELOCATION" (P. 38): AMf.lUCAS HATCH 
CRITICIZES TIIE GOES FOR PROVIDING SAFE CONDUCT PASSES TO 
GUERRILLA MASA~ • . SAFE COHDUCT PASSES WERE DESIGNED TO 
PROTECT FORMER GUERRILLAS AND MASAS FROM ARREST. TIIOUGH 
VIEWED BY A.W. AS A STIGHA, THEY SERVE, IN FACT, AS 
PROTECTION FOR THOSE UrlO HAVE Cl-lOSEN TO LEAVE THE 
GU E R R 11. LA. RA N :< S AN l> A S TEMP O (U\ RY PE I{ S OH A L 11> E iH I. TY 
DOCUMENTS. 

~- CHILDREN bETAINED WITH PARENTS (pp~ 61-63): AMERICAS 
~1 AT C II C R 1 T I C I Z E S TH E D ET A I N IN G 9 F C iH L D R E IJ \JI TH T ll E I f< 
PARENTS lJJ-{O ARE CAPTURED ON A MILITARY OPER/\TION. THIS 
IS AI-J EXAf,;PLE OF THE AUTflORS 1 LACK OF UIJDE[{STANDitlG OF 
TIIE S/\LV:,DORf\N CULTURE. A CHILD'S SECUIUTY IS \HTH ITS 
MOT B E R • . SP. L V :'\ D O fU\ N AU TI! 0 R I T I [ S R E C O G N I Z E TH I S A lJ D 
SOMETIOES PERMIT INFANTS AND TODDLERS TO RESIDE WITH 
THEIR MOTltE:<S \/flO fdZE IrJ PRISOlL IT IS CUSTO f-11\f<Y THAT 
\1~1C:H THE IULITARY IS OPERATING IIJ A COlffLICTIVE Ar-:EA fdH> 
C°A PT UR c. S GUE R IU LL A MAS A S •• IT KEEPS TH E C II I L DRE N TOG [TH E R 
WITH T~E ADULT MEMBERS Of THE FAMILY. THE ALTERNATIVE 
\WULD OE TO TRAUt,iATIZE THE CHILDiUIJ BY SEPAf-:/\TitJC.:: THEM 
FROA THEIR PARENTS, LE/\VIl~G THEM IN ISOLATED AREI\S WIERE 
THERE ARE NO CHILD CARE FACILITIES, FORCING PARENTS TO 
ABANDON THEIR OFFSPRING. IN A ·coNFLICTIVE ZONE, THERE 
WOULD BE t-tl G i-1 RI SK T 1-1 AT T Ii E F /\MIL l ES T II US SEP AR ATE D 
WOULD NEVER uE REUIHTED. THE MASAS ARE 1·11.:LD FOR T\JO OH . 
THREE DAYS IN THE COURTYARDS OF THE HEADQUARTERS, NOT IN 
CELLS. THE CrlILDREN DO NOT SEEM UPSET BY BEING IN A 
MILITARY COMPOUND. 

-~ A~ERICAS WATCH STATES (P. 65) THAT "IN AN ~NTERVIEW 
WITH AMB~SSADOR PICKERING llE SUGGESTED THAT ALTERNATIVES 
COULD BE DEVELOPED SUCH AS TURNING .THE CHILDRE~ OVER TO 
RE l. AT IVE S OR LOCAL CHU R CH OF F I C I AL S AT T 11 E T I ME OF 
CAPTURE." AN EMIJASSY OFFICER PRESENT RECALLS THAT 
AMBASSADOR PICKERING, IN FACT, DID NOT AGREE WITH THIS 
APPROACH NOR URGE THAT IT BECOME POLICY. THE LACK OF 
FACILITIES FOR CHILD CARE IN TIIE RURAL AREAS WOULD MAKE 
THIS SUGGESTION IMPRACTICADLE. AMERICAS WATCH NOTES 
TII Al l' 1-1 E I MP R I S ON M E NT O F TU E CH 1 L D R EN W I TH TH E I R PA R ENT S 
IS A VIOLAllON Of THE NORMAL OPERATING PROCEDUfiES CT~E 

8 



"POtl") WHICH ~Uil>E ARRt;ST ANl> CAPiURE BY THE ARMED 
FORCES~ lN FACT THE PON DOES PROHlUIT INCARCERATION OF 
JUVENILE Off-ENDERS WITII ADULTS IN JAILS AND PENAL 
lHSTITUTIONS. IT DOES ~OT, HO~EVER, FORBID THE HOLDING 
0 F CH IL D REN WI TH T Ii E I R FAM 1 LI ES I IJ AN OPEN COMPOUND 
WHILE AWAITING TRANSFER TO A DISPLACED PERSONS CAMP OR 
OTHER FINAL DESTINATIOH. IT VOULD BE TRAGIC TO SEE 
THESE CrilLDREN TRANSFERRED TO A CENTER FOR PROTECTION OF 
HIHORS AS SUGGESTED BY AMERICAS WATCH. 

MEDICAL NEUTRALITY: ON PAGE . 7O AMERICAS WATCH 
COMMENTS ON THE ARREST OF TWO U.S. MENNONITE 
MISSIONARIES AND A SALVADORAN CO-WORKER IN A CONFLICTIVE 
AREA OH MAY 9. THE INDIVIDUALS, WHO TEACH HEALTH 
C LA S S E S , WE RE AR R E S T E D HI C A C A O P E R A , MOR fl. Z A U UH D E R 
SU S P I C I ON O F TE A C II ! N G MA RX I S M • I N I\ N HIT t RV 1 E \J iJI T H A l·J 
EMi3ASSY OFFICER, OIJE OF THE MISSIONARIES SAID THAT TIIE 
MENNOIUTl.:.S HAD RESIDED FOR 2 YEARS IN CACflOPER/\ \HTHOUT 
PROOLEflS. THE MISSIONARY NOTED TIIAT THEY HAD NEGLECTED 
TO INFORM Ti-IE NEW l:>EP/l,iHi1EIHAL COMl-l/U!DER OF T:·IE l~i\TURE 
OF THEIR WORK, WHICH THEY BELIEVE LED TO THEIR ARREST. 
Ti'IE NISSIOtJJ\fHES SU!3S1:CWENTLY RETUIHJED TO THEJ.!t VILLAGE 
AND ARE NOW TEACHING AGAIN AFTER HAVING EXPLAINED THE 
NOl!-POLJ.TICAL NATUHE OF THEIR HJSTRUCTIOI! TO Tr!E 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMANDER. 

ACCESS TO CONFLICT ZONES FOR RELIEF AGENCIES 
( P • 7 0) : ii Vi E H I C A S \-J AT C i-1 C OM D E 1-W S C O L • S 1 G I F IU: [) 0 0 C ii O !, 
1m O, AC C O R D I N G T O TH E R E P O !:T , F I{ E Q U E :n LY 8 A f( S r\ C C E S S T 0 
THE DEPA:H L ENT OF CHALATEI-!ANGO TO THE ICRC, FOi:EIGIJ . 
PRESS AN:>, 1 ;~. O!-!E HJSTAfJCE, CARITAS. O,J TH/\T OIJE 
OCCASION, CARITA$ HAD NEGLECT E D TO ASK PERMISSION FOR 
T rl E SH I P t-1 E iH TO E IJ T E 11 TH E I> E P I\ R T M E NT • C O L • 0 C ii O /\ S A I D 
HE REQUIRES THAT ALL TRUCKS CARRYING RELIEF PROVISIONS 
BE REGISTERED IN ADVANCE. ACCORDING -TO COL. OCHOA, 
SEVER AL V I LL AGES Tl-I/\ T Ari E CLOSE TO GUE RR I LL A ST rm NG\ I OLD S 
HAVE RE C E IVE D DOU 13 LE ANO SO i-1 ET IMES T R I PL E S 1-1 IP 11 E rn S O F 
RELIEF SUPPLIES, EWCOURAGIMG THE GUERRILLAS TO TAKE THE 
SUPPL I ES FRO 1-1 T ii E RE C IP IE IH S • T 11 E CI\ IU TA S . 
REPRESENTATIVE AGREED TO CONFORM TO REGULATIONS IN THE 
F UT UR E \·! I TH A P R OP E R RE Q U ES T F O R AD MI TT AN C E I iH O TH E 
DEPARTMENT. 

-- GOVERNMENT DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD: AMERICKS WATCH 
CHARGES 6N P. 71 THAT THE ARMY DISTRIBUTES FOOD FROM 
U.S. AID /\ND FROM PL 480. THE ARMY'S ONLY ROLE IS TO 
PROVIDE LOGISTICAL AND SECURITY SUPPORT. ON THE 
OCCASIOUS \WEN THE ARMY PHOVIDES SECURE - TRANSPORT AND 
ASSISTS IN THE DISTRIBUTION, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 
NATIOU/\l COMMITTEE FOR THE DISPLACED (CONADES), A 
CI VI LI AN GOVERNMENT AGENCY, ACCO MPt\iH ES TII E AR MY T 0 
ENSURE THAT PEOPLE IN NEED ARE BEING SERVED. 
CONSIDERING THE NUMEROUS OCCASIONS ON ~HICH THE 
GUERRILLAS HAVE ATTACKED LAND TRAHSPORT AND HAVE STOLEN 
OR DESTROYED FOODSTUFFS BEING TRUCKED ON THE NATION'S 
ROAOS, ARMY SECURITY IS OFTEN A NECESSITY. 



--- "PRISONERS OF WAR" (P. 72): AHERICAS lMTCH NOTES 
TUAT A.W. HAS REQUESTED TliAT THE ARMED FORCES PREPARE A 
LIST OF PRISONERS CAPTURED OIJ THE FIELD OF BATTLE. THE 
ARMED FORCES DO NOT . KEEP THEIR RECORDS IN THIS MANNER; 
THEY CURRENTLY LIST ALL COMBAT AND URBAH GUERRILLAS 
TAKEN PRI~ONER ·wITHOUT DIFFERENTIATION. 

IUD I A DI AZ : AME f< I C AS \.J l\ TC H C OM PL P. I HS T ti AT GUE R RI LL A 
COMMANDER NIDIA DIAZ, WHO WAS CAPTURED IN APRIL OF 1985, 
REMAINED AT NATIONAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS RATHER THAN 
BEING SENT T~ THE WOMEN'S PRISON AT IL0PANGO, SUPPOSEDLY 
IN VIOLATION OF EL SALVADOR'S ARREST ·PROCEDURES (THE 
PON). AMERICAS WATCH HAS MISINTERPRETED . THE PO~l, ~mICll 
RE QUI RES Tfl AT A PR! SON ER ARRESTED FOR CR I f-lE S AG/\ INST Tl! E 
STATE OE CONSIGNED TO AN "INSTRUCTION/\L JUDGE" AFTER A 
M f1 X I MUM I IH E R R O G AT I O I~ P ER I O D O F 1 5 D A Y S • TH I S PI< 0 C E D U I{ E 
WI\S FOLLOWED IN NIIJIA DIAZ' CASE. THE PON DOES !JOT 
REQUIRE THAT THE PRISONER BE SENT TO A PENITENTJh RY. 
T II E N AT I ON !1 L PO L IC E. U E L I EV E D I N TH I S C A S E TH l'.\T !·, S • D I A Z 
WOULD BE MORE SECURE IN POLlCE HEADQUARTERS TH/\H IN THE 
HORE LIGHTLY DEFEND ED IWNEN'S FACILITY AT ILOPAl!GO. 

- .. MI N HJ G f:l Y TH E A Im Y ( P P • 7 9- 8 0 ) : T ti E A t-l E R I C A N E IH3 A S S Y 
Al-JD GOVERiH1ENTAL HUMAN RIGHl'S COI-1MISSION IIAVE RECEIVED 
ONLY ISOLAT ED REPORTS OF GOES MINES KILLING CIV I LIANS. 
MIN 1 NG, II OU EVER, H /1. S 13 EC. 0 ME A ST AtJD A rm, FREQ U EIH LY 
Er•:PLOYED GUERRILLA T/\CTIC IN THEIR WAH /1GAINST THE 
GOVER tHl ENT Ai( D 1-I i\ S C /; USED AT LE AST 3 9 D EI\ T ii :-i fd-JI) 0 V r: R 
1 0 7 IN ,I U IU ES A 1-i ONG THE C IV IL H\i'J POP UL AT IO I~ FRO Vi J MW ,'\ RY 
TO OCTOBER 1985, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS; THE 
OFFICIAL ARMED . FORC ES COUNT OF CIVILIAN CASUALTI ES OF 
GUErrnILLA Mil~ES IS IIIGIIER. 

-:- IN II D E A Tl: s Q u A D s II ( p • 8 8 ) : /1 ME R I C A s \J A T Cl-l C LA H1 s 
THAT DEATH SQUAD KILLINGS ARE CONDONED UY THE SALVADORAN 
GOVERHHENT A~D QUOTES (INCORRECTLY) TUTELA LEGAL'S 
T /\ 8 UL AT I O I~ 0 F D EAT H SQ U Ai> KILL. ING S F OH T II E F I t~ ST (> 

MONTJS OF 1985. U.S. EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES HAVE 
UUESTIONED TUTELA REGARDING THE BASIS FOR THESE 
ACCUSATIOl~S. TUTELI\ HAS NOT DEEN ABLE TO PRESEtJT 
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT ITS ALLEG~TIONS . OF DEATH SQUAD 
ACTIVITY OR OF GOVERNMENT OR ARMED FORCES INVOLVEMENT IN 
OR CONDONING OF THESE MURDERS. TUTELA (EGAL, HOWEVER, 

. C O IH I NU E S T O A R f:11 T 1m R I LY A S S I G N T i-1 E T AG " D E AT H SQ U A D 
K I LL I N G " · 1r O MAN Y V I C TI MS K I LL E D BY AN U N K rm UN A S S A I L l\ NT • 
(l{Ef o,' ss 151+03). CONTHARY TO A1~•s CLAHl .THAT TUTELA 
"INVESTIGATES EACH DEATH SQUAD CASE IT HEPORTS," 
TUTELA'S DIRECTOR INFORMED AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT 
TUTELA CANNOT INVESTIGATE MANY CASES BECAUSE OF LACK OF 
STAFF. 

A.W. CONCURS WITH TUTELA'S VIEW THAT ANY VICTIM KILLED 
IN A TRADITIONAL DEATH SQUAD STYLE SHOULD UE ATTRIOUYED 
Tl\ Trll: RIG It T WI l'J G D EAT H SQUAD S , AND BY I N F ER Et~ C E H AS T It E 
"BLf.S~lNG" OF THE ARMED FORCES. TltlS MODUS OPERf.1-JOI, 
ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, CONSISTS OF: 
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A. "TORTU!lE BEFOllE KILLING" 

8. "DUMPING UNIDENTIFIED BODIES AWAY FROM THE SCENE OF 
THE CRIME" 

C. "GUUHING DOIIN OF VICTIMS OU THE STREET, OR IN THEIR 
OFFICES, IU BROAD DAYLIGHT" 

RIGHT WING DEATH SQUADS, HOUEVER, DO HOT HAVE A MONOPOLY 
ON THESE STYLES Of KILLING. THE RECENT UPSURGE IN 
GUERRILLA TE~ROR ACTIVITIES ~EMOHSTRATES GUERRILLA 
CAPAOILITIES IN THESE AREAS. THE FMLN IS WELL KNOWN FOR 
GUNIUl~G DO\JN ITS VICTIMS OH THE STREETS, A METHOD 
ATTRIBUTED SY TUTELA LEGAL ONLY TO THE RIGHT. 

ABDUCTlOUS AND DISAPPEARANCES: AMERICAS WATCH BASES 
THIS SECT IOI~ (PP. 9/t-96) or~ IJEHSPAPER ACCOUIHS AiJD ON 
INFOl!lli\TIOIJ HJ TUTt:LA LEG/\L 1 S 1-\0tHHI.Y REPORTS. 
S U HP ::: I S HJ G LY , A • \J • R E F E H S TO L E G A L A H R E ST S E3 Y PO L I C E 
0 F F I C [. R S "· S II 

ti 8 l> U l T I ON S • 11 A • 1; • I S Al. S O M I S T AK E tJ I N 
ST /\ T l lJ G HI l\ T H E G LI Lt-. T l O rJ S R E IW I R E TH AT A H R E ST S BE 1·1 Al> E 
0 I~ LY O Y U iH F O irn E O PERS O irn EL; REG UL/\ T 1011 S P E (UU T 
E X C E PT I OU S I ti C A S E S W H E 1~ E , F OR G O OD R E AS ON , A frn E S T HJ G 
OFFICER'S IDENTITIES ~EED TO BE PROTECTED. THESE 
0 F F I C E R S A H l: AL IH\ Y S , rl OW E V f.. H , I I> E N T I f I E D 1 IJ P O L I C E 
R [CO R !.> S OF n1 E AR f< EST, /\ N [) iJ E I\ RE UN A Im RE OF I\ MY 
ll~ST/dJCE UHEU IT H/1S 1WT 13£ElJ PO SSlULE TO l>ETEi~ :1 H!E FROM 
PR (l P £ P. REC O !H> S AM D LOGS Ht! 0 HIE ARREST Irl G OF f ICE I~ S 
UEHE. 

A.W. MEIHIO!·IS THREE CASES or- "AaDUCTIOl<S." HJ Oll E Ci\SE, 
A • u. c Lr\ 1 r~ s TH rd· A GR o u P o F BE Av 1 LY ;i. n1 ED i-1 E ,~ ",\ 0 i> u c 1 E o 11 

FR/\ NC l SC O J AV I ER C M l PO S SO S J\, AH r, TH ,\T 11 /1. FE H D A Y S 
LATE!~" COLONEL HifH1LDO GOLCl-lEH, C0f·lf·1Al'JDER Of THE 
TREl1Sllf<Y POLICE, 11 /d)llITTED" Ti-lAT CAl-lPvS \~i\S IN TR Ef1SUHY 
POLICE CUSTODY. ACTUALLY~ THE TREASURY POLiCE NOTIFIED 
TilE FAMILY, THE RED CROSS, Al~D THE GOV[IUJ[,JENTAL HU!·1AN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION Of CAMPOS' DETENTIO~ WITHIN 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS Of THE TINE HE WAS PICKED UP, AS 
REQUIRED BY SALVADORAN ARREST PROCEDURES. CAMPOS WAS 
FHEED ON JUNE 19. IN THE OTHER TWO CASES OF 
" I\ i3 D U C T I O I~ 11 

, A • \·/ ~ D O E S N OT I D E rn If Y TI\ E P E R S ON S 
SU PP O S E D L Y " II 8 D UC T E l) 11 

, I~ 0 R TH I: i~ E :·J S P /\ PE I{ S TH A T R E PO IH E D 
THE INCIDENTS, IJOR THE UNIONS THAT SUPPbSEDL~ WENT ON 
STRIKE TQ P~OTEST THE INCIDENTS, AND DOES NOt GIVE T~E 
D AT E ( S ) \HI E N ALL TH I S I S S U PP O S E D TO II A V E O C C U fl R E D • 
YITHOUT HORE INFORMATION, THE EMBASSY CANNOT COMM~NT ON 
THE CASES • A • W • ' S REPORT NOTES T ll AT . 0 N E O F TH E SE ME IJ 
WAS RELEASED, /\ND OllE UAS Clll'.RGED AND SCNT TO 111\RIOIJA 
PRISON. FROM THIS INFORMATION, BOTH WOULD APEAR TO BE 
ROUTINE ARRESTS. . 

A.W. PRESENTS FIGURES ON DISAPPEARANCES WHICH A.W. 
ATTRlUUTES TO TUTELA LEGAL (P. 96). HOWEVER, FOR JUNE, 
A.W. CLAIMS SEVEN DISAPPEARANCE~ - W~ERE TUTELA LEGAL'S 
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REPORT SHOWS ONLY Two: IN THE SEPARATE SECTIO~ ENTITLED 
"I> 1 SAPP E. AR AN CE S T fdl UL ATE D I IJ TH I S MONT II BUT ACTUALLY 
OCCURRING DURING A PRIOR MOUTH," EMDASSY IS AT A LOSS TO 
EXPLl,IN HOW A.~I. C/\ME BV ITS FIGURES. TUE A.W. COUNT IS -
40 SUCII DISAPPEARANCES FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 1 .985. YET 
TUTELA I S HOrHH LY I( EPO.RTS FOR TH£: J AfJUARY-J UN E 1985 
PER 10 D RE C OR :> 0 IJ LY E I G H T P E R SOU S A S H AV I N G II D I SAPP E AR E D " 
EARLIER IN 1985; EIGHT "ARRESTED AND DIS,'\PPEAREO" 
EARLIER IN 1985; SEVEN "DISAPPEARED IN PREVIOUS YEARS"; 
AUD SEVEN KIDNAPPED BY THE GUERRILLAS. TO REACH THE 
FlGUHE OF 40, A.\-1. WOULD HAVE HAD TO COUUT AS · 
"DISAPPEARED" PERSONS LEGALLY ARnEs :rED AUD IIELD BY 
POLICE. EMaASSY CANNOT COIJCUR THAT A PET?SON HtiOSE 
WIIEREAOOUTS IS KIJOI-IH HAS "OISAPPEARED.·11 

-• LABOR ISSUES (PP. 140-147): AMERICAS WATCH MIXES 
H~MAN HlGilTS VIOLATIONS FROM PAST YEARS, CURRENT EVENTS 
Oi~ Tl-IE LAUOR . FHOIH, AUi> IrHORMATIOU FROM l\N AtJOHYM0US 
"UNIVERSITY S0UHCE. 11 TO GIVE THE lMPRESSI0tJ THAT TIIE 
GOV i: IU-!M ENT I S SA VA G E L Y H E PR ES S HJ G U lH OU J\ C T I V I T Y • I I~ 
RE Al l TY , TH [ GOV Ell lJ MEN T 1{ AS BEEN EX T. :~ AO IW ll'l Ar. J. LY PAT I ENT 
WITH PUi3LlC AUD PRIVATE SECTOR UIJIOllS EtJGA GING IN 
ILLEGAL STRIKES. CONTRARY TO WHAT TIIE A.\J. REPORT 
ALLEGES: 

A • POL I C E O I D U OT RA 1 i> Ali I S H E AD U ll I\ RT E r~ S , 11 C U 11 F I S C /\ r I i~ G 
D O C UM E IH S A I·! IJ l·i EM 8 E R S 1-1 I P . LI ST S " ( PP • 1 4 1 - 1 /~. ?. ) • A D R I/\ N 
ESQUINO, PHESlD F:: H OF At:I~, TOLD t:t·iBOFF Tt!,\T SOME 
\JO R K E R S F I~ 0 M T ll E A M E R 1 C f·. r~ I 11 S T I T U T E F O ? F H E F. L A l3 0 R 
D EV EL OP Vi E IH ( h I F L [) , AN A F L - C I O O f( G ,~ !H Z A T I O ID C A rt: E A rm 
REPOSSESSED TUO C/\RS MJD A RADIO TELEPHO!~E I\IFLD JIAD 
LEIH TO ANIS. Ti1EY TOOK NO FILES OR DOCUl·:ciHS OF 1'.W{ 
KIIJD. 

B. THERE WERE NOT 1,110 VORKERS FIRED FROM 16 STATE AND 
PR IV/, TE INST ITU T IONS f OR U i'll O tJ ACTIVITY H J T Ii E FI RS -r SIX 
MOHT~S OF 1935 (P. 143). THE ONLY L/\RGE-SCALE FIRING 
F OR UN I O N A C T I V I T Y - - R I.:. F U S I fl G T O O 8 E Y A .; U t, I C I AL O IW E R 
T O R ET U IUJ T O \•: 0 R K - - HJ\ S Tri E HA T EI~ C OM P A N Y ' S F I R I rJ G O F 
2 3 7 CA CC Orm ItJ G TO THE UN ION PRESIDENT) \JO f{I( EI~ S l N J UL Y 
~HOSE STRIKE HAD BEEN DECLARED OYA LABOR JUDGE TO BE 
ILLEGI\L; 30 OF THESE WERE LATER REHIRED. lf TllE OTHER 
8 7 3 F I R I N G S C L A I M E D B Y A • ~J • 1 S II U N 1 V 1.:. R S I T Y S O U H C E II H A o 
OCCURRED IU ONLY 15 OTIIER COf'lPi'\NIES, TIIE FIRHHJS COULD 
NOT ~AVE GONE UNNOTICED. ~ 

C. THERE WAS NO "WAVE OF ABDUCTIOtJS OF LABOR UtHON 
LEADERS" IN JULY /\l~D AUGUST OF 1985. (P. 1lt6). AMERICAS 
WATCH LISTS AS KIDNAPPED AND DIShPPEARED ELSY ESPERANZA. 
MART IN E Z AN D t-1 E R II U S B AN D , V I L 11 A n EN t> E Z , N fl T I V I O A D 
VERHAL, RUFINO IIERNAN0EZ, AND RANOS MARQUEZ CREAL NAME 

_JUAN RAMON MARQUEZ). ACTUALLY, ALL SIX WERE LEGALLY 
ARRESTED. ELSY MARTINEZ, NATIVIDAD VERN~L, A~D . RUFINO 
HERIJAtHiEZ l~ERE RELEASED. TH\:. OTHERS AP.E IN PRISON 
CHARGED WITH MEMBERSHIP IN SUUVERSIVE (GUERRILLA) 
ORGANIZATIONS. 



D~ ACCORDING TO AMERI.CAS \.1,\TCII, MIGUEL LOPEZ OF THE 
ASOClACION NACIONAL DE CAHPESINOS (AHC) WAS AUOUCTED ON 
AUGUST 9. EMUOFF CONTACTED ANc · OFFICES AND WAS TOLD 
THAT ANC KNEW OF HO ONE UY THAT NAME, AND THAT NONE OF 
THEIR MEMBERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED OR WAS MISSING. 

TORTURE (PP. 97-107): THE AMERICAS WATCH REPORT 
STATES IN THIS SECTION THAT TORTURE IS A PERSISTING 
~ATTER OF MAJOR CONCERN. IT IS, IN FACT, EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT TO VERIFY THE USE OF TORTURE. TllE AME~IC/\N 
EMBASSY, THROUGH ITS INTERVIEWS WITH PRISONERS AND HU~AN 
RIGUTS ORGANIZf\TJOllS, HAS ESTABLISHED TllAT SOME 
MISTREAT~ENT OF PRISONERS DOES TAKE PLACE. HOWEVER, 
T ii ESE CASE S ARE I SOL AT ED 1 tl C I DENTS AN[> AR E NOT C O IH> 0 I! ED 
DY THE Sf\LVADOR/\N AUTHORITIES. NO MENTION IS MAOE IIERE 
0 F Tli E ST R 1 CTEI~ coin tWLS PLACED UPOH THE ARR EST ING 
OFFICERS l\ln> POLICE INTERROGATORS BY TllE SECURITY 
FORCES. NO HOTICE IS TAKEN OF THE INCREASED NUMBER · OF 
A Rf~ E S "i S M-A D E IJ Y TH E S E C LI R I T Y F O R C E S O F l T S O UN M E I 1B E R S 
F O R A 13 U S E Of T IH. C l V I L I Al~ P O P U L AT I O I J , SO f.\ E Tl :I N G lJ E 
BELIEVE l~ORTHY OF MtlHIOI-J .. 

7. VIOLATIOHS BY GUERRILLAS 

A. SANTA CRUZ LOHA 

I tJ II VIOL f', TIO IJ !,; 0 Y GU E HR ILL AS 11 (PP • 1 0 8-1 2 l;. ) r M ·1 ERIC /\ S 
l~ 1\T CH R t. C O lJ NT S TH E GU ER R I L LA A T TA C I~ 0 N TH E V I L Li\. G E O F 
S A NT /\ C t1 lJ Z I. 0 i-1f•, , L A P A Z. , 0 r-l A P IU L 8 , 1 9 8 5 • I l4 TH I S 
ATT/,CK, Tl-IE GUER!ULLt\S KILLED 21 PERSOilS. AMEIHC/\S 
~J AT C ti ME tH I O N S O NL Y TH J I< T E E I~ I I~ T H E T E X T ( S I>~ 0 T: I E i~ $ /'. R E 
REL E G /\TED TO A f O OTHO TU • SIX OF THESE ~l EI~ E C I VIL 
~EFENSE MENBERS WHOM T~E GUERRILLAS TOOK TO T~E 
OUTSKIRTS OF TIIE VILLAGE ANI> EXECUTED. OF THE OTHERS 
NOTfD BY AMERICAS WATCH, SIX, INCLU DING WOM E N AND 
CtllL()REN, OURMED TO DEATH IN A HOUSE WHEU TIIE GUERRILl.1\S 
S F. T IT P. F I IH:: , i\ N I> A C H I L D l·/ /\ S S ii O T F: U i Jt JI N G r-rrn n TH AT 
H OU SE • AN E :,, t3 ,\.s SY OF r- I CE R C O rJ D UC TED O l·l - S IT E INT E P. V I E \-! S 
\HTII Hin~ESSES. !H> WITNESS MENTIOiJED HOSTILE FIRE FROM 
THE HOUSE DI.r:ECT[I) 1·01-JA1io TME GUERRILLAS, AIJD ALL 
CATEGORICALLY DENIED T~AT TllE GUERRILLAS G~VE THE 
0 C C UP ANT S Al~ 0 PP OH TUN I T Y TO S U R IH:. N D E R , J\ S . F D i? - F Cl L N 
RE P R E SE NT AT I. I/ E S I U N E H Y O R K T OLD A ME R I C i\ S \·JI\ T_,C I l • /\ • H • 
HOU L, 0 ti AV. E D O N E H E TT E R TO 13 E LI EV E T t! E \-JI TtJ E S S E S , UH OM U E 
U~DERSTAHD ITS REPRESENTATIVE IN EL SALVADOR ' 
l~lERVIEWED, RATHER T~AN FMLN SPOKESPERSONS IN NEU YORK 
CITY. THE GUERRILL/\S LEFT OH THE CADAVERS LEAFLETS 
PROCLAIMING THE VIRTUES OF THE FMLN ~ND STATING THAT 
SANTA CRUZ LOMA WAS TARGETTED BECAUSE OF ITS CIVIL 
DEFENSE FORCE. 

8. THE ZONA ROSA 

AMERICAS WATCH CONDEMNS THE GUERRILLAS' JUNE 19, 1985 
ATTACK IN THE ZONA ROSA RESTAURANT SECTION Of SAN 



SALVADOR ~/lfICH r.Ill.EO FOUR U.s: MARINE SECURITY GUARDS, 
TUO U.S. BUSINESSMEN, AND SEVEN OTIIER CIVILIANS (P. 
11 2) • U IH O R T UN A T ELY , A • W • P. E PE AT S RUM O R S TH /\ T SOME. 0 F 
TH~ VICTIMS WERE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN CROSSFIRE. 
EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATION ANO EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWING OF 
WITNESSES BY Tl-IE NATIONAL POLICE, THE MILIT/\RY, ANI> . . 
EMBASSY ~ERSONHEL FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF ANY RETURN FIRE 
WHATSOEVER. BALLISTICS TESTS PROVED THAT THE BULLETS 
THAT KILLED THE MARINES AND THE BULLETS THAT KILLED THE 
OTHER VICTIMS WERE FIRED FROM THE SAME GUNS (REF G). 

C. OTHER GUERRILLA OFFENSES 

J\ ME R I C A S W AT C II C O: HH: NT S O I~ TI\ E GU ERR I LL/\ KI D N /\ P P I N G O f 
. MAYORS, CONDEMNS KILLING A~ ROADBLOCKS, AND DEVOTES TWO 

PAGES TO GUERRILLA HINlNG. THE REPORT, ~OW EVER, 
Q U E $ T I OU S TH E R EL Iii 81 L l TY O F R E. P O R T S O F C I V I L I AH 
CP.!.>UALTIES Ftrnn MI!HtlG. TIIE EL/\ OORATE AND G!U\PIIIC 
T l: ST I NO 1 JY F O lH! D I N T H E S E C T I O N S O F T fl E R E P O rn D E. D l C AT E D 
TO GOVEP.!HiEtH 1\8l1SES IS llOTICE/\13LY A8SEdT FROl·I THE 
SECTIOiJ DEVOTE!.> TO Fi'lUJ /iBUSES, EVEN THOIJG:I TIIE MAH1ED 
\I I C 1 I l'i S /\ R ~ R EA D I LY f\ V A I L /\ D L E F O R · 1 NT £ RV I E H 11~ V 1. RT U /\ L L Y 
EV EHY ({OSPITAL OR i-1EDIC,\L F/\ClLITY IN THE cou wrnY. /'..IJ. 
FAILS TO LIST A~Y OF THE NUMEROUS URBAH ASS ASSINATIONS 
CLAIMED BY THE GUERRILLAS. GUERRILLA RADIO UROADCASTS 
A RE E tH I r~ ELY O V E. R. L O OK ED . h S A S OU R C I.: 0 F I ;a- 0 IU·l AT I O N 
R[GA~OIH G GUE~RILLA INTE~TIONS IN HtTING OUT ''POPULAR 
JUSTICE." 

8. EMBASSY'S METHODOLOGY 

A.U.'S CRITICISM Of THE EIHJfiSSY'S REPOIHING OIJ I-IU!1fdJ 
R J. G i: TS ( P? • 1 2 5-1 :-s 2) F O C lJ SES ON T 11 E II BI - HEE I< LY VIOLE f~ CE 
RE PO r: T , " C O 1-1 P LI\ I N 1 N G TH /i T T Ii E 8 I - \/ E EI~ LY I S O A S E D O l·J LY O iJ 
l. 0 C AL IJ E l-J S P /\ P E R /1 C C OU I~ T S A I~ I> J. 1-1 PLY I l·J G TM /\ T TH [ U I - q E E I~ L Y 
PL U S I\ I; E lJ M I NO R BA C KU P C A UL ES A H E TH E E IH3 /\ S S Y I S E Wf I H E 
EfFOICf ItJ HUM/\1~ RIGHT!> REPOHTIIJG. THE BI-\·/EEl~LY IS 
INDEEl't IJASED PHIMAiULY OiJ LOCAL NE\.JSl'APER !ICCOUtns, /\I-JD 
S /\ Y S S O ; I T S P U R P O S E. I S TO R E P O H T ~-111 A T A P PE /'. n S . I N T II E _ 
PRESS AHD THUS TO FOLLOW TilE TREND OF POLITICAL KILLINGS 
0 VER A LONG PER IO D OF TI t-l E • EVERY ISSUE Of T 11 E 
DI-WEEKLY CARRIES A CAVEAT THAT THE EMBASSY DOES NOT 
ENDORSE THESE FIGURES AS REFLEC1ING THE PRECl~E 
NUMERIC.AL: LEVEL OF VIOLENCE. A.H. CLAIMS TIIAT THE . 
EMBASSY MAKF.S A "CONSPICUOUS OMlSSlOM" BY FAILING TO 
HEP ORT Tl! E ii UM AN RI G H TS I IH ORM AT ION INC LU D ED IN TH E 
WEEKLY IIOMILY AT THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL.. IN FACT, THE 
EMBASSY TRANSLATES AND CABLES IN UNCLASSIFIED FORM THE 
HOMILIES, INCLUDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS SECTIONS, TO 
HUME R OU S. P OS T S 1-J OR L D \H O E AN D TO TH E Ut I I T E H OU S E TH RO U G 1-1 

TUE. DEPAIHMEIIT OF STATE. IUOEED, THE HOMILY REPORTS 
ARRIVE IN UASIUNGTON MORE PROMPTLY THA·H THE 
DI-WEEKLIES .. THE EMBASSY ALSO SENDS TO TIIE DEPARTMENT 
T ti E V l OLE I~ C E ST AT I ST I C S R E PO RT E D BY TUT EL A LEG /, L , 8 Y TU E 



NON-GOVERNMENTAL •IUHAN RIGHTS COMHlSSIOtt OF EL SALVAOOR 
(CDIIES), AN[I OY SOCORRO JURIDICO CRISTIANO, NONE OF 
WHlCH ARE FRIENDLY TO THE GOES. IN /\OOITION, THE 
EMOASSY SEHDS NUMEROUS REPORTS ON IHDIVIDUAL CASES, AHD 
T ti E COMP RE II ENS l VE ANH UAL HUMAN R I G Ii T S REP O I? T , WI IC 1-1 

COVERS SUBJECTS RANGING FROH POLITICAL KILLINGS TO LAND 
REFORM TO LITERACY RATES. THE AUTHORS OF THE A.W. 
HEPORT HAD FREE ACCESS TO EMDASSY OFFICERS AND COULD 
EASILY HAVE OBTAINED THE ABOVE INFORMATION. 

9. COMMENT: ·------------
WITH ITS SEPTEMOER 1985 REPORT, AMERICAS U/\TCH 

. DEHONSTRATES ONCE AGAIN THAT IT HAS NO CLAIM TO STATUS 
/\S (\!J° OBJECTIVE REPOR_TER OF T~IE SITUATIOI~ IN EL 
SALVADOR. ITS BIAS 1S OOVIOUSLY AGAINST THE 
GO\/ERIH1EMT .. ALTHOUGII THE REPORT ADIHTS "SIGtHFIC/\IH 
REDUCTlOHS IN SOME FCHMS OF AUUSE" ATTRlOUTED TO TME 
GOVErWl'iEtlT, INCLUDiirn POLITICAL KILLINGS, 
l> 1 S /',PP EAR fd1 CE S, A IW TO IH URE, AMER IC /1. S \.1 f.. TC ll CA ~H!O T B ~ING 
ITSFLF TO I\PPROVE; li~STl:.fll' lT A$SERTS TlH1T "AT !W TJi:iE 
1-lf.S IT BF.EN POSSI:3L£ FOi~ US TO ASSERT TH/\T THERE l-Jf\S A 
G ~ H E H AL I MP n O V l: ME fH HJ H U Vi rd~ R I G II T S " { P • 2 ) • AM E R 1 C ,'\ S 
H h TC rl I S ST MH> />.RI) F Ori A "GE lH: RA L I l'1 PROVE ~-1 E ti T" IS LI!~ CLE 1\ R • 
A • ~! • C fd T I C I Z E S II f, E R I AL BO !.JB /\IU> M LiH , S T R A F J.i~ G , i·iO ;n A R I N G 
AND ARMY GROUND OP ERATibNS THAT INCLUDE DESTRUCTION OF 
HOUSES AND crwPs (/,iH,) COi1Tl:WE TO GE!!UU,TE FEM{ A!J!) 
DISPL/,CE THE CIVILIAl-l POPUU1TI.Oll FROM Tl!ElR l-lOi•iE.S." (PP. 
a- 9) • TH E E 11 U ASS Y I S rm T SUR PR I S E D T t! /\ T l·J /\ R t\ C l I VI T I ES 
GEfJE!U\TE FE/\fl It~ THE CIVILIMI POPUL/\TIOtJ, rrnR THAT 
D l'.1-11\ GE TO C l \I 1 LI f\ N PRO? E. RT Y O C C lJ R S Hl TH E C OU H S E O F 
C O N F L I C T ~ lH: A n E S U R P R I S E I) T ll AT A • I-! • · S E E M S T O F E E L TH f1 T 
ANY Ii~.IU:1Y TO CIV1.LlA!~S OR TdElR PROPERTY TIH.T OCCURS IS 
TH E R E S ll LT O F A D E I. I 1J E (Z AT E rn L I T A R Y (\ T TAC I( · 0 H T II E 
CIVJ.LJ./\[~ POPLILA.TJOrJ_ THE EM!lf,SSY Ci\l~!-WT CO!!CUR IN SlJCn 
/ltJ AS-SUl'tPTIOtJ. EL Sf,LVADCiR IS TtHRD-HORLD COUfHRY, \Hlll 
A. DEPRESSED EC.01:01-lY,. \/:·IOSE FRAGILE 
DEMOCRATICALLY-ELECTED GOVERNHENT IS FIGHTING FOR ITS 
LIFE AGAINST A SELF-PROCLAIMED MARXIST-LENINIST 
I t~ S lJ R G EI-! C Y • T O E X P E C T TII E G O V ER 1-Hl E N T T O P R O S E C U T E /\ HA R 
WITHOUT CAUSING ANY INCIDENTAL INJURY TO CIVILIANS OR 
Cl\llLJ./\IJ PROPERTY, IS TO EXPECT TIIE IMPOSSIBLE,. Al"-!l> THEN 
CRITICI2E THE COLIIHRY FOR 1rnT REACHING IT. MlEIUCAS . 
HATCH Fl\LLS TO fJOTE i\lANY IMPROVEMENTS IN THE HUMI\N 
RIGHTS 'SITUATION II~ EL SALVADOR, 11.FJD BELITTLES OTHERS. 
l T UN Q U E ST I O :JIN G LY . AC C E PT S "TE ST Hl O IH " F R OM GU E R IU LL A 
FAMILIES AND SYMPAHIIZERS HHICH IT SHOULD APPROACH 1.JITH 
HEALTHY SKEPTICISM AS COMING FROM INTERESTED "PARTIES. 
UNAULE TO MAKE ITS CASE AGAINST THE GOVERNNENT WITH THE 
MATERIAL AVAILAULE IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1985 (HIE 
PE IH OD SUP PO S E O LY C O V ER E D O Y T II E R E PO RT ) , AME R I C AS WA T CH 
HI\ S I N C LU D ED IN C I D EU T S ALL T It E WAY O AC. K T O 1 9 8 0 • 

r;, t. 



10; THE EMBASSY IS CONCERNED ~BOUT THE AMERICAS WATCH 
REPORT 0~ A NUMBER Of GROUNDS: 

THAT HORE RIGOROUS . INVESTIGATIONS OF T~E FACTS WERE 
NOT CARnIED OUT. EXAMPLE: A FEW TELEPHONE CALLS COULD 
HAVE LOCATED THE LAUOR UMIOl4 MEMOERS REPORTED AS 
"DISAPPEARED" ON P. 146. 

THAT FUZZY DEFINITIONS ARE USED. EXAMPLE: AMERICAS 
HATCH CRlTICIZ.ES THE LACK OF FREEDOM OF THI; PRESS, 
\H TH OUT O E F IN l t~ G PRE S S F R EE D Or, • AU TH EN NOT E S T II AT TH E 
MORNING NEWSPAPERS ARE VIRULENTLY CRITICAL Of THE 
GOVE~NHENT FROM A RIGHTIST VIEWPOINT. APPARENTLY THERE 
HUST BE LEFTIST CRITICISM BEFORE AHERICAS WATCH 
CO~SIDERS THE PRESS FREE. BUT A.U. ALSO OMITS NOTING 
111 E R E GU LA R PU 8 l. I C /1 T I O fl A !H> TH E A I R H! G O VE I{ S /\ L V P.. D O R A l·J 
RADIO AND TELEVISION OF F~LN AND FDR AND ASSOCIATED 
0 R GA I~ I Z f.. T I O N S ' M f\ N I F E S TO S, D E C L AR fl T l ON S A I~ l> C O 1-'i M EH TA R I E S 

ALL HIGHLY CRl TIC AL OF "fill: GOVEIWl 'i EIH. 

TH/\T HIE BACl~.CiROUNIJ OF PEHSONS GIVIr~G "T f: STJ:MOt·!Y 11 

HA S NOT U E I GI~ E D D E r O R E AT T ,'\ C II I M G C r. Ei> E l·l C E T O T ll F lf{ 
TIILES, AHD THAT IUJ COHl~OflOR/\Til-lG E\ll[)EUCE \U,S SOUGHT. 
FOR EXAMPLE.., THE /i!1ERlCAS \!ATCM I S !U::P JH:SEIH/1.ll\1 E 
AC C E PT E D T il E A C C O U l H S O F T Efrn I B LE fj O 1·w I ! l G S T O l. n B Y 
RESll>EIHS Oi- THE GllERl{lLLA-l>Oi'\I~l!\TED CO!..O!lOIJC1\GUA 
RErlJGEE CJ\MP, ou·r APPARENTLY DI!J l~OT ASK Cf\f,;P PftY S ICI{,;js 
OR OFFICI,'\LS Hi-H.THE.R THEY rL\D SEOJ AIH ItLIU!~lE S FRCI·\ 
BOfiBS. Er-18/\SSY UHICER~i \.1i!O VlSlTEf: COLOt';O i·!U,CUA ,';:•!'.) 

\-!i-1O ASl~Eo · CA!·ll' • PHYSlCI/\i!S /.\MD OFFlCI/',LS T1PS QtffSTICtJ 
I-JERE TOLD TliAT :r11E'( HAD rrnT. 

THAT AM[l{lC/\S \,JI\TCII FAILED ro /\VAIL · ITSELF or 
RE,'\l>ILY-,'\VA!Lf,BLE IlJFOi~f-if1TIOtl /\OOllT GUERRILLA /,CUSES OF 
HUMAN rnc1ns, Blrn,i0CAST OM HIE li~SUHGl.:WiS' CUU lDES TI:-11: 
R A I> IO S T /\ T I O N S • 

I THAT AMERICAS \JATCH ACCEPTS COflPLETELY THE HErORTS" 
T E S TI MO ~ll l: S , A U f:t F I GU f~ E S O F T UT E LA LEG I\ L , \-J J Tl I OU T 
AH ALY Z I N G TU T EL A LEG A L I S IH: Tri O l> 0 LOG Y l 1~ C O LL E C T I N G T ~I ES £:, 
TESTIMONlES AtJD COl·1PILitlG THESE FIGURES. IN F/1CT, 
S E R I OU S P R OU L E MS EX I ST 11~ T U T E LI\ ' S 1-1 E TI{ 0 D O I. 0 G Y • F O R 
E X M1 PL E. , T UT E LA ' S 1-'iU R :~ Y S T /'. N O AR D S F O I~ D E AT H SQ LI /\ D 
KILLINGS HERE tJOTf.D ABOVE (REF 13). IN At\OJ.TIOrJ, IT IS 
0 F ·r EN U (·I C L EA n lJII E R E TU TE LA L E G /\ L OB T A I U S I 1 S ., 
lrHORMA T l•ON, AS IS THE CASE \JI HI ITS MONTHLY FIGURES OI~ 
BAT TL E F l E L D D E A T II S O F ( PO S S I BLY) C I V I L I A tJ S /\ i~ I> 
(Poss 101. n GUEH RI LL As. AL so, TUT i:L'f\ 1 s METIi oD o·r-
DEC ID ING WHICII OF TIIESE PURPORTED CASUALTIES ARE 
CIVILIANS, AND UHICH ARE COMBATANTS, IS NOT EXPLAINED. 
TUTCLA'S FAILURE TO ATTRIOUTE TO THE GUERRILLAS VIOLENT 
ACTS FOR WHIC~ THE GUERRILLAS HAVE PUGLICALLY CLAIMED 
RESPONSIBILITY IS ANOTHER GLARING WEAKNESS IN ITS 
METHODOLOGY. 

16 



THAT AMERICAS \~ATCII. ClTf.S EVENTS FROM PREVIOUS YE/UlS 
ANO PREVIOUS ADHlttISTRATIONS IN A REPORT SUPPOSEDLY 
l>EVOT£l> TO HUMAN f{!Glll'S IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 
1985. AW REFERS TO EL GRAMAL, DESTROYED IH 1981 
er. 28); TO BOMBING w:ucu ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED II~ OCTOUER 
1984 (PP. 14-17); TO TllE OOMOIUG OF TENAl~CINGO IU 1983 
(P. 36); THE CLOSURE OF THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY IN 1980 
CP. 150); TUE CLOSURl:. OF TWO OPPOSITIOIJ NEllSPAPERS IN 
1980 /\UD 1981 CP .. 147); TltE LAS HOJAS MASSACRE IH 1983 
(P. 140); /\ND OTHER INSTANCES. 

POST CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT AMERICAS WATCll'S POLITICAL 
I\GEIJD/\ MAS flHWERED ITS ODJECTJ.VITY. \Jf; RECOl1MEl!D THl\l 
RE AD l; HS APP RO/\ CH THE Atl ERIC AS \·H\ TC H REPORT \.JI TH 
I.PPIWPRlllTE SKEPTICISM AND C/\UTIOtJ. El-JD COf1MENT. 

17 
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American Embassy 
San Salvador 2/14/86 

SUBJECT: GUERRILLA MINES CLAIM MANY SALVADORAN 
CIVILIAN LIVES IN 1985 

1. SUMMARY 

PRESSURE-TYPE LAND MINES PLANTED BY THE LEFTIST 
GUERNILL~S CLAIMED THE LIVES OF 17 CIVILIANS AND HAVE 
VOUNDED OVER 56 OTHERS . FROM JUNE 16 TO DECEMBER 31, 
1985, ACCORIJil'IG TO PRESS llEP0P.TS. THE Sf,.LVADORAN I\RMED 
F OR C ES ALSO I< E PORT H l G II E R C IV I LI t, N CI\ SU f\ LT I ES . F RO i1 
GUERr{ILLA MINES DURING THIS PERIOD ADl>ED TO THE OEATIIS 
AND INJURIES FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR (REFTEL), . 
TUE FIGURES REPORTED IN TH IS Cf1BLE RA I SE THE NU.f·1Df: R OF 
CIVILIAN CASUALTIES FROM GUERllllLA MINES TO A TOTAL OF 
43 KILLED AllD OVER 125 \JOUNDCD DUR.ING 1985. THE 
IN C I D E NT S F n On TH E L A TT E R H AL F O F TH E Y E A R SH O l~ TH E 
BEGINNING OF A PATTERN OF GUERRILLA MINES PLA~TED 
SPECIFICALLY TO HARM CIVJ.LIANS. THE GUERRILLAS co:aINUE 
TO USE MINES DESPITE CRITICISM FROM THE CHURCH AND 
b ESP IT E D EAT ll S AND 1 NJ UR I ES I tJ TH E I R O ~IN f{ A l·l KS F ROM 
AtCIDENTALLY DETONAT ED MINES. END SU~MARY. 

2. NON-COMBATANTS CONTINUE .TO SUFFER CASUALTIES 
INFLICTED BY GUERRILLA-PLACED MINES. THE MINES ARE 
P R E S SU R E - D ET O I J AT E D , E >: P LO D I N G ~!H EN ST E P P E D ON O R \,J ll EN A 
WIRE IS TRIPPED. THE SALVADORAN PRESS REPORTED DU, THS 
AND INJURIES FROM GUERRILLA MltlES IN ELEVEN OF HIE 
F OU P. T E EN D E PA RT ME NT S ( r R O V I N C E S ) 0 F TH E C OU NT RY . B E T \ff E N 
JUNE 16 AND DECEMBER 3 1 , 1985 (REFTEL COVERS THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 1-JUNE 15, 1985). INCLUDED AMONG THE DEAD ARE 
AT LEAST 8 CIIILDRl;:N AND 3 WOMEN. AN EXACT COUNT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE AS THE REPORTS DO NOT ALWAYS LIST THE AGE AND 
S EX O f TH E V I C T I MS • 0 N E M /\ Y S I\ F E LY A S S U l·l E TH AT T II E 
MAJORITY OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED WHOSE AGE AND SEX ARE 
NOT SPECIFIED ARE ADULT MALES. TOTAL CASUALlIES APPEAR 
IN A TABLE Al TH6 END OF PARAGRAPH 3 • . 

i 

3. THE FOLLOWING IS A CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS FROM JUNE 
16 TO DECEMBER 31, 1985, AS REPORTED .BY THE SALVADORAN 
PRESS. THE CHRONOLOGY LISTS CASES IN WHICH 
NON-COMBATANTS HAVE SUFFERED DEATH OR INJURY AS A RESULT 
OF MINES PLANTED BY THE LEFTIST INSURGENTS. 

JUNE 16 - 31, 1985 

-- nm EMPLOYEES OF THE ELECTRIC :coMPANY IN SANTIAGO DE 
MARIA, USULUTAN, WERE INJURED WHEN THEY STEPPED ON A 
GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE. ONE OF THEM LOST A FOOT. 
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UHCLASSIFIED 

-- TWO MINORS WERE SEVERELY WOUNDED BY A MINE PLACED BY 
· GUERRILLAS IN LA CEIBA, USULUTAN. 

_ JULY 1 - 15, 1985 

-- A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD BOY TAKING A COW BACK TO THE STABLE 
NEAR BERLIN, USULUTAN, WAS KILLE~ WHEN ~E STEPPED ON A 
MINE ~LANTED OY TERRORISTS. 

-- A FARMWORKER WAS KILLED BY A MINE IN LOMA EL 
~ESPA8RAME, USULUTAN • . 

-- THREE EMPLOYEES OF THE ELECTRIC COMPANY WERE STARTING 
R~PAIRS ON POWCR PYLONS BLOWN UP BY THE GUERRILLAS WHEN 
THEY SET OFF A MINE IN NUEVA GUADALUPE, SAN MIGUEL. 

-- A FARf~WORKER IN SAN GERARDO, SAN MIGUEL, LOST BOTH 
LEGS W~EN HE STEPPED ON A MINE AS HE WENT TO BRING HOME 
HIS COWS. 

' 
-- THREE SCHOOL GIRLS WtRE INJURED ONE OF ~HEM LOSING 
A LEG -- WHEN THEY STEPPED ON A MINE IN METAPAN, SANTA 
ANA, ~N THEIR WAY HOME FROM SCHOOL. 

-- FIVE POWER COMPANY EMPLOYEES WERE INJURED WHEN THEY · 
C~ME IN CONTACT WITH A MINE IN PASAQUINA, LA UNION, 
WHILE REPAIRING GUERRILLA-DOWNED POWER PYLONS. 

JULY 16 - 31, 1985 

NO MINING iNCIDENTS REPORTED. · 

AUGUST 1 - 15, 1985 

-- A FARMWORKER DIED AND ANOTHER WAS INJURED BY A 
GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE IN JUCUARAN, USULUTAN. · 

-~ TWO OTHtR FARMWORKERS WERE INJURED WHEN THEY STEPPED 
ON A· GU~R~ILLA MINE IN THE ·ROAD NEAR TENANCINGO, 
CUSCATLAN. 

Document 0210L UNCLASSIFIED 
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·- UNCLASSIFIED 

-- A FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS INJURED WHEN HIS HORSE 
STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE IN JUCUARAN, 
USULUTAN; HE DIED LATER. ANOTHER BOY WHO HAPPENED TO BE 
NEARBY WAS INJURED AS WELL. 

-- . A FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS SERIOUSLY HURT WHEN HE 
STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA MINE IN THE ROAD IN ANAMOROS, LA 
UNION. 

-~ THREE CIVILIANS WERE INJURED WHEN THEY STEPPED ON A 
GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE iN A ROAD IN APASTEPtQUE, SAN 
VICEUTE. 

- ·- A YOUIJG BOY WAS IN ,IUr~ED UIIEN HE STUMBLED ANO SET Off­
A MINE LEFT ON A FARM IN TECOLUCA, SAN VICENT E. 

-- A COl-iMERC IAL 1'HUCK RAN OVER A GUERRILLA·-PU\ CED MINE 
-ON THE PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY NEAR THE EXIT TO NUEVA 
GRANADA, USULUTAN, INJURING THE DRIVER AND A PASSENG ER. 

OCTOBER 16 _- 31, 1985 

-- A FARMWORKER WAS KILLED VHEN HE STEPPED . ON A MINE 
LEFT BY GUERRILLAS NEAR JUCU AR~N, USULUTAN. 

-- ANOTHER FARMWORKER WAS KILL ED ~y ·A GUERRILLA MINE 
PLANTED IN THE· ROAD IN SANTA CRUZ MICHAPA, CUSCATLAN. 

NOVEMBER 1 - 15, 1955 . 

-- ON NOVEMBER 4, A 66-YEAR-OLD FEMALE FARMWORKER WAS 
SEVERELY INJURED BY A GUERRILLA MINE SHE STEPPED ON IN 
GUALOCOCTI, MORAZAN. 

NOVEMBER 16 - 30, 1985 

-- A FARMWORKER WAS KILLED WHEN HE STEPPED 0~ A MINE 
PLAN°TED, BY GUERRILLAS AT THE "SAN LUCAS" FARM IN 
JUCUAPA, USULUTAN. 
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-- A BOY DIED AFTER STEPPING ON A MINE LEFT BY THE 
GUERRILLAS IN SANTA CLARA, SAN VICENTE. 

-- ON NOVEMBER 18, THREE COFFEE PICKERS AGED 52, 26, AND 
1 5 , WE R E \10 U U D E D 13 Y A M I N E P L A C E D BY GU E R R I LL A S I N TH E 
"SlETE JOYAS" FARM IN ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ.. THE FMLN 
HAO POSTED NOTICES THAT THE COFFEE PLANTATION WAS MINED. 

-- ON NOVEMBER 28, A CIVILIAN COUPLE WAS INJURED WHEN 
T~EY STEPPED ON A MINE PLACLD BY GUERRILLAS NEAR A 
CHURCH IN SAN JOSE GUAYABAL, CUSCATLAN. 

•DECEMBER 1 - 15, 1985. 
--~-~----------------
-- A COFFEE PICKLR DIED OF IN.IUl!IES SHE RECEIVED IN 
NOVEMBER WHEN SHE STEPPED ON h MINE PLACED BY GUERRILLAS 
IN EL NISPERO, LA PAZ. 

-- A CIVILlAN WAS SEIHOUSLY INJURED \-!IIE.N HE STEPPED ON A 
MINE. LEFT BY GUERRILLAS JUST OUTSIDE SAN LUIS DE LA 
REINA, SAN MIGUEL. 

-- TWO FARMWORKERS WERE INJURED BY A MINE PLACED BY 
GUERRILU\S AT THE "U, CRUZ" FARM IN CUSCATLAN. 

-- SEVERAL ELECTRICIANS WHO \JERE· REPAIRING ELECTRIC 
POWER INSTALLATIONS DESTROYED BY THE GUERRILLAS IN 
USULUThN WERE INJURED WHEN THEY SET OFF A MINE PLANTED 
BY THE SUBVERSIVES. THE EXACT NUMBER OF . INJURED WAS NOT 
GIVE-N. 

-- A CIVILIAN WAS HOSPITALIZED WITH SERIOUS INJURIES 
RECEIVED FROM A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE IN JAN JOSE 
SEGUNDO, SAN SALVADOR. 

DECEMBER 16 - 31, 1985 

~-AMAN DIED AND A 16-YEAR-OLD BOY LOST HI§ LEG WHEN 
THEY SE T1 0 F F · A MINE LEFT BY GUE RR I LL A S ON A C OF F EE 
PLANTATION NEAR ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ. 
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• 

-- A BOY WAS BLOWN APART BY A MINE PLANTED BY GUERRILLAS 
NEAR .JUCUARAN, USULUTAN. 

· -- A WOMAN DIED WHEN HER HUSBAND.AND SHE STEPPED ON A 
MINE WHILE H/\RVISTING COFFEE ON TUE "SANTA TERESA" FARM, 
ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ. THE HUSOAND'S LEGS WERE AMPUTATED. 

-- TWO FARMWORKERS ON THEIR WAY TO PICK COFFEE WERE 
INJURED WHEN THEY STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA MINE JON THE 
" LA F LO R 1 D A;, f A R M N EA R Z A C /\ T E C O LU C A , LA PA Z • 

-- A MAN WAS SEVE:f!ELY IN,IUHEO WHEIJ HE STEPPED OU A MINE 
PLANTED IN THE ROAD IH SAN JOSE GUAYABAL, CUSCATLAN •. 

ANOTHER MAN WAS INJURED BY A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE 
ON A FARM NEAR SAN JOSE GUAYABAL. 

TWO MEN AND A BOY WERE SEVERELY INJURED WHEN THEY 
STEPPED ON A MINE LEFT BY GUERRILLAS IN SAN ILDEFONSO, 
SAN VICENTE. 

- - A F OU RT E EN - Y E fl R - 0 L D BOY \! /1. S . It~ J U R E D W Ji l LE ll A H V E ST I. NG 
COFFEE WHEN HE SET OFF A NINE PLANTED BY GUE~RlLLAS ON 
THE "EL SIN Al II FARM, SA IHA AN A • 

-- . A MMJ WAS INJURED WHEN HE STEPPED ON A MIIH: LEFT BY 
~ U ERR ILL AS ON THE II EL LL ORO N" FAR l'I, Z AC I\ T ECOL UC A, LA PAZ • 

-4~ CIVILIAN CASUALTIES FROM GUERRILLA PLACED MINES 
JUNE 16 - DECEMBER 31, 1985 
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• PERSONS KILLED· Pf:_RSONS INJURED 
--- ·----------
CHILDREN: 
WOMEN: 
MEN: 
UNSPECIFIED: 

TOTAL: 

8 
3 
5 
1 

17 

---------------
CH I LD R Ef~: 
WOMEN: 
M.EN: 
UN S P E C I F°I E D : 

TOTAL: 

15 
. 3 

7 
2 9+ CA) 

56+ (A) 

- CIVILiAN CASUALTIES FROM GUERRILLA ~LACED MINES 
JANUARY 1 - JUNE 15, 1985 

PERSONS KILLED 
26 

PERSONS INJUR ED· 
69+ CA) 

----------------------------------------------------~-
TOTAL 1985: 43 · 12 s ·r 

(A) PRESS AC C OUN TS OF SO Vi E OF . TH E ! fJ CI DE lH S ST ATE ONLY 
THAT "SEVEP-AL" PEOPLE HERE INJU RE D. THE"+" SIGN 
I U D I C AT E S TH E A C TU AL rw ;:I B E R O F W OU i~ i) E D I S H I G H G l{ BY ft. N 
UN KNO\m AMOU lH . 

5. COMMENT 

AS ONE MAY SEE FROM THE CHRONOLOGY ABOVE, IT IS 
DANGEROUS TO BE AN ELECTRIC COMP AN Y WORKER (OVER 10 
WOUNDED) OR A COFFEE PICKER (3 KILLEDr 6 WOU~DED) IN EL 
SALVADOR. ANOTHER WOMAN WAS KILLED BY A MINE WHEN SHE . 
WALKED NEAR A DYNAMITED POWER POLE. THE GUERRILLAS HAVE 

.ANNOUNCED ON TIIEIR CLANDESTINE RADIO STATIONS THAT THEY 
PLANT MINES T~ IMPEDE THE REPAIR .OF DAMAGEb POUER 
INSTALLATIONS AND TO IMPEDE THE COFFEE HARV EST, IN ORDER 
TO DAMAGE ' THE GOVERNMENT'S "\.JAR ECONOMY." THESE MINES 
SPECIFICILLY TARGET CIVILIANS -- THE REPAIRMEN AND THE 
COFFEE ' PICKERS. OTHER KINES PLANTED BY THE GUERRILLAS 
NEAR POPULATED AREAS RESULT IN ADDITIONAL CIVILIAN 
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CASUALTIES. THESE FACTS DEMONSTRATE THE FALSITY OF 
GUERRILLA CLAIMS THAT THEY TARGET ONLY MILITARY 
OBJECTIVES AND PERSONNEL. CHURCH PROTESTS AGAINST THE 
MINING, MOST RECENTLY IN THE FEBRUARY 9, 1985, HOMILY 
P P. EA C H E D BY A R C H B I S It OP R I V E R A D Mi/\ S , H .\ V E F fl L L E N ON D EA F 
EARS. INNOCENT MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN CONTINUE TO 
LOSE THEIR LIMBS, THEIR SIGHT, AND THEIR LIVES, TO 
GUERRILLA MINES. END COMMENT. 

CORR## 

., 
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SUBJECT: FMLN MINES CONTINUE ~O MAIM AND KILL CIVILIANS 
JANUARY MARCH, 1986 

1. SUMMARY 

PRESSURE-TYPE LAND MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS PL~NTED BY THE 
LEFTIST GUERRILLAS CLAIMED THE LIVES OF 11 SALVADORAN 
CIVILIANS AND WOUNDED 71 OTHERS -IN 'l'lH' FIRST QlJAWl'ER OF 
1986, ' ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN THE SALVADORAN PRESS. 
THIS COMPARES WITll 14 DEATHS AND 39 INJURIES FROM 
GUERRILLA MINES IN THE SAHE PEHIOD OF 1905. IN 
CONTRAST, ONE CIVILIAN DEATH WAS CAUSSD BY A MINE PLACED 
BY GOVERNMENT FORCES DURING TH 8 FIRST QUARTRR OF 1986. 
COtJTINUUlG DISCOVJ.mrr::s OF CL.AtmES'£INE LABS AND I.l\~t(~E 
CACHES OF EXPLOSI VE S SUGGEST A CONTINUED REIJIR C~t lON OF 
THE; GU:SRRILLAS I EF'l:'OR'rS Ar.Jl-1.Y FHOM DIHEC'r COl:lfJ{UJJ'.l'A'J' ION 
WITll ~~HE .ARMED FORCES AND 'I'OWAHD THI:: Dt;;~;TRUC'l?ION OF 'l'BE 
ECONOr~Y AND 'l'HE DEViOHJ\LIZA'l'ION OF THI:: POPULM .. 'ION J.N 
WHOSE NAME 'l'HE GUERRILLAS CLAHt 'fO BE f'IGB'l'I NG. END 
SUMHARY. 

2. THE MINJ~S 

-~-------
THE HOSPITALS OF . EL SALV!,DOR co1.rrnrn1::: 'i'O RECEIVE 'I'HE 

. VIC'fH1S OF llOtlEMADE EXPLOSI VJ~ DlWICE::: :~i.?.rn'ED ;:,;y MEMBERS 
OF THE FARl'.l3Utmo MAR 'J.' l NA'.rro;:;l\L LIB Ll~.\'1' :i: c~.1 FP.O!-l'I' ( FMU,) ), 
THE UMBRELLA ORGANIZA'I'ION OF THE SE:LF···PJWCI./\1:•IF.D 
MARXIST-LENINIST GU~HRILLA GROUP~ WHICU AR~ TE~ING TO 
OVER'fHRml THE GOES BY FORCE OF Arms. ~~()ME OF '£HE MINES 
ARE BURI J::D AND DE'l'ONATE 't'1fJEH S'l'EPPED OU; OTHERS 
DISCHARGE A LETHAL CLOUD OF SIJRAPNEL FROM SEVERAL FEET 
AWAY WHEN A DETONATOR IS STEPPED ON. S'l'ILL 01' !;1::RS ARE 
CONCEALED GRENADES, RIGGED TO EXPLODE WHEN A WIRE IS 
TRIPPED. SINCE SUCH PHESEURF.-DETONi\Tim CHARGES Ci\NNO'r 
DISCRIMINATE BE':rwEEN MILITARJ'. AND CIVILIAN 'l'AHGE'l'S T 'rHE 

-RESULTS ARE LOST LIMBS, LOST EYESIGHT, AND LOST LIVES 
AMOHG THE CIVILIAN POPULA'.l.'ION. AS CAN BE SEEN FROM 'l'HE 

' INDLVIDUAL CASES THE TERM "WOUNDED" OFTEN INDICATES TilAT 
THE AMPUTATION OF ONE OR MrntE LIMBS HAS . OCCURRED. 
DESPITE GOES EFFORTS TO IMPROVE HEALTH CARE IN THE 
COUN'rRYSIDE, THE PRIMITIVE INFRASTRUC'£URE THERE { POOR 
ROhDS, LACK OF TRANSPORTATION AND FIRS'l' l.tD TRAINING) 
OFTEN DELAYS THE VICTIM'S ARRIVAL AT SUITABLE MEDICAL 
FACILITIES. MANY SIMPLY LISTED AS "WOUNDED" LATER LOSE 
TTIEIR LIMBS, WHICH, AFTER ALL, IS THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE 
FOR WHICH THESE MINES ARE INTENDED. . 

3. THE CASUALTIES 

· ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN THE SALVADORAN PRESS, GUERRILLA 



MINES KILLED 11 AND WOUNDED 71 CIVILIANS IN ELEVEN OF EL 
SALVADOR'S FOURTEEN DEPARTMENTS DURING THE FIRST QUARTER 
OF 1986. AT LEAST SIX OF THE ELEVEN CIVILIAN DEAD AND 
FOURTEEN OF THE 71 INJURED 0ERE CHILDREN - UNDER 18, AND 
AT LEAST SIX OF THE WOUNDEP WERE WOMEN. AN EXACT COUNT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE AS THE PRESS REPORTS DO NOT ALWAYS LIST 
THE AGE AND SEX OF THE VICTIMS. ONE MAY SAFELY ASSUME 
THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED WHOSE AGE 
AND SEX ARE NOT SPECIFIED ARE ADULT MALBS. TOTAL 
CASUALTIES APPEAR IN A TABLE IN PARAGRAPH 4. 

4. CHRONOLOGY AND TABLE 
--------------------.. . 

THE FOLLOtlING IS A. CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS FROM -
JANUARY l TO MARCH 31, 1986, AS REPORTED IN THE 
SALVADORAN PRESS. THE CHnOUOLOGY LISTS CASES IN WHICH 
NOlJ-COMBl\Tl\..N1'S Hl\VB SUFFERED DEA'l'H OR I N,JUHY AS A. RBS ULT 
OF MINES PLANTED BY 'rirn LEF'l'IS'l' INSUJ1GEU'l'S. 

JANUARY l - 15 

-- A MAN, A WOMAN, AND HER SON WERE SE:}UOUSLY 'i'l·JLHm;:,D 
WHEN THSY SET OF'F 'A GUERRILL J-.--PLACEI> JilUE IN /', PA';.' H Ir-~ 
LOMA DE HORAPALA, NEAR EL . 'l'RA::-TSITO, Sl!N MIGUEL. 
REPORTED JANUARY 5. 

-- ON JANUARY 6, TiW PEASAN'rS HERE ADt1ITTED TO 'J'HE 
ESCUELA REGIONAL EOSPrrAL \H'l'II 'l'IIEIR LEGS !11\UGL SD BY A 
MINE PLACED BY GUEilUILLAS IN A CANTON OF USULUTAN . 

-- A 16-YEAR-OLD BOY LOST A LEG TO A GUERRILLA-P LACCD 
MINE NEAR ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ. REPORTED JANUA~Y 9. 

JANUARY 16 - 31 

-- A THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS KILLED BY A MINE PLACCD 
BY GUERRILLAS UNDER A RAIL IN A HAILROM> BED NEAR '£HE 
VILLAGE OF EL MILAGRO, NEAR CIUDAD DELGADO, SAN 
SALVADOR,~ ON JANUARY 18. 

-- ON JANUARY 29, A 50-YEAR-OLD COFFEE -PICKER WAS KILLED 
BY A MINE PLACED BY GUERRILLAS NEAR A COFFEE TREE IN THE 
•srETE JOYAS" COFFEE PLANTATION NEAR ZACATACOLUCA, LA 
PAZ DEPARTMENT • . 

-- A FARMWORKER WAS INJURED HIIEN HE SET OFF A MINE 
PLANTED BY GUERRILLAS ON THE ROAD BBTHEEN MEANGUERA AND 
OSICALA, NEAR THE TOLALA RIVER, IN MORAZAN DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTED JANUARY 21. 



-- TWO GIRLS, 9 AND 11 YEARS OLD, WERE WOUNDED BY A MINE 
PLACED BY GUERRILLAS IN THE SANTA CECILIA FARM, NEAR 
SANTA GERTRUDIS, SAN VICENTE, AS THEY WERE GOING TO PICK 
COFFEE. REPORTED JANUARY 29. 

·-- A YOUNG GIRL LOST A LEG WHEN SHE TRIGGERED A MINE 
PLACED BY GUERRILLAS IN A COTTON FIELD ON THE LA CARRERA 
FARM, NEAR PUERTO EL TRIUNFO, USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTED JANUARY 30. 

~- A -13-YEAR-OLD BOY HELPING HIS FATHER BUILD A HOUSE 
LOST HIS RIGHT LEG TO A GUERRILLA MINE IN SANTA 
GERTRUDIS, SAN VICENTE DEPARTMENT • . REPORTED JANUARY ~O. 

-- A 40-YEAR-OLD MAN COLLECTING FIREWOOD WAS WOUNDED BY 
A .GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE IN THE VILLAGE OF LAS FLORES, 
NEAR JUCUARAN, USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED JANUARY 30 • 

. FEBRUARY 1 . - 15 

-- A MAN WAS KILLED BY A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE IN CERRO 
EL CAPULIN, NEAR SAN LUIS DE LA REINA, SAN MIGUEL _ 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY l. 

-- A MAN WAS WOUNDED WHEN BE STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA MINE 
IN THE nFLORIDA" FARM, NEAR ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY l. 

· --AMAN WAS WOUNDED IN THE VILLAGE OF SAMURAI, NEAR 
JUCUARAN, USULUTAN DEPARTMENT, WHEN HE SET OFF A 
GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE. REPORTED FEBRUARY 2. 

-- TWO BR01'HERS WERE WOUNDED BY A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE 
IN THE VILLAGE OF LAS CANAS, NEAR NUEVA CONCEPCION, 
CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 2. 

___ A MAN LOST A LEG TO A GUERRILLA .MINE PLACED NEAR THE 
EDGE OF THE VILLAGE OF MANGLAR SALINAS, · NEAR JIQUILISCO, 
USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 3. 

-- · A 12-YEAR-OLD BOY DIED FEBRUARY 4, EIGHT DAYS AFTER 
STEPPING 'ON A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE IN TENANCINGO, 
CUSCATLAN DEPARTMENT. 

-- A MAN WAS WOUNDED BY A MINE PLACED BY GUERRILLAS ON 
THE GROUNDS OF THE "SANTA ROSALIA" FARM, NEAR TECOLUCA, 
SAN VICENTE DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 4. 

-- TWO ELECTRIC COMPANY WORKERS WERE WOUNDED ON 
FEBRUARY 2 BY A MINE PLACED BY GUERRILLAS NEAR A DOWNED 
POWER POLE TO IMPEDE THE POLE'S REPAIR. ONE WORKER LOST 
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A LEG. A SOLDIER ACCOMPANYING THE WORKERS TO PROVIDE 
SECURITY WAS ALSO WOUNDED. 

-- TWO MEN CUTTING FIREWOOD IN THE ·suizA• FARM NEAR 
ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ, WERE WOUNDED BY A 
GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE ON FEBRUARY 4. THE LEFT LEG OF 
ONE WAS AMPUTATED. 

-- A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE INJURED A CIVILIAN AND TWO 
NATIONAL GUARDSMEN WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO MOVE A 
GUERRILLA~CONSTRUCTED BARRICADE PLACED TO ENFORCE A 
!rRAFFIC BAN DECLARED BY THE GUERRILLAS, ON THE PAN 
AMERICAN HIGHWAY NEAR THE CUSC.ATLAN BRIDGE, ON 
FEBRUARY 14. 

-- A 16-YEAR-OLD BOY'S RIGHT LEG WAS AMPUTATED AFTER HE 
STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE NEAR SAN VICENTE, SAN · 
VICENTE DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 6. 

-- A 70-YEAR-OLD WOMAN RETURNING HOME FROM PICKING 
COFFEE STEPPED ON A MINE PLACED IN THE PATH BY 
GUERRILLAS IN THE "ALTAGRACIA" COFFEE PLANTATION, NEAR 
ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ DEPARTMENT. HER LEG WAS 
AHPUTATED. REPORTED FEBRUARY 6. 

~-AMAN WAS WOUNDED BY A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE NEAR RIO 
LAS CANAS, NEAR SAN ISIDRO, CABANAS DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTED FEBRUARY 6. ·· 

-- A MINE PLANTED AMONG THE COFFEE TREES ON THE •EL 
PICACHO" FARM NEAR THE VILLAGE OF EL JOCOTE SAN ISIDRO, 
NEAR CHINAMECA, SAN MIGUEL DEPARTMENT, KILLED THREE 
PEOPLE AND WOUNDED NINE. THE DEAD WERE TWO BROTHERS 
AGED 13 AND 16, AND A MAN AGED 22. THE GROUP WAS 
HARVESTING COFFEE WHEN THE GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE -
EXPLODED. REPORTED FEBRUARY 7. 

-- A MAN ON HIS WAY TO WORK STEPPED ON A MINE PLACED IN 
THE ROAD BY GUERRILLAS AND LOST HIS LEG, ON THE •LA 
CRUZADILLA DE SAN JUAN• FARM, NEAR JIQUILISCO/ USULUTAN 
DEPARTMENT. · REPORTED FEBRUARY 10. 

-- IN THE VILLAGE OF JOCOTE DULCE, NEAR TIERRA BLANCA, 
USULUTAN DEPARTMENT, A MAN LOST HIS LEFT LEG WHEN HE 
STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA MINE. REPORTED FEBRUARY 10. 

-- A MAN WAS SEVERELY INJURED IN BOTH LEGS WHEN HE SET 
OFF A MINE PLACED BY THE GUERRILLAS IN THE ROAD OUTSIDE 
THE •sAN ANTONIO" COFFEE PLANTATION, NEAR SANTA ELEN.A, 
USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 13. 
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FEBRUARY 16 - 28 

- A 14-YEAR-OLD .BOY LOST HIS RIGHT . FOOT _WHEN HE SET OFF 
A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE · WHILE GATHERING FIREWOOD WITH 
BIS FATHER ON FEBRUARY 16, IN KILOMETER 66 OF THE 
TECOLUCA-SAN VICENTE HIGHWAY, NEAR THE VILLAGE OF DOS 
QUEBRADAS, SAN VICENTE DEPARTMENT. 

-- A 13-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS KILLED AND HIS _MOTHER ·woUNDE_D 
WHEN THEY STEPPED -ON A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE IN THE · 
PATH FROM THE VILLAGE OF TRONADOR TO EL PAISNAL, SAN 
SALVADOR DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 18. 

~- A 12-YEAR-OLD GIRL WAS -KILLED AND HER MOTHER WOUNDED 
. BY A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE ON FEBRUARY 18 ON THE •LOLO 

LEIVA• COFFEE PLANTATION, NEAR SANTIAGO NONUALCO, LA PAZ 
DEPARTMENT, AS THEY WERE RETURNING HOME . FROM PICKING 
COFFEE. . 

-- A BOY LOST BOTH LEGS WHEN HE SEJ OFF A MINE PLANTED 
BY THE GUERRILLAS ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF SANTIAGO DE MARIA, 

-USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 22. 

-- TWO MEN, AGED 56 AND 20, WERE HOSPITALIZED IN THE 
-REGIONAL HOSPITAL OF CHALATENANGO . AFTER STEPPING ON 
GUERRILLA-PLANTED -MINES IN SEPARATE INCIDENTS. BOTH 
SUFFERED INJURIES TO _THE LEFT LEG. REPORTED FEBRUARY 22. 

-- THREE FARMERS, 'AGED 38, 29 AND 42~ HAD THEIR LEGS 
AMPUTATED AFTER SETTING OFF A MINE PLANTED BY THE 
GUERRILLAS IN THE FIELD WHERE THEY WERE WORKING, IN 
USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 25. 

- A WOMAN WAS GRAVELY WOUNDED BY THE SHRAPNEL OF A LAND 
MINE PLACED BY THE GUERRILLAS AND WAS TREATED IN THE SAN 
PEDRO HOSPITAL, IN USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED 
FEBRUARY 25. 

-- A MAN SUFFERED SERIOUS INJURIES WHEN HE STEPPED ON A 
GUERRILLA MINE IN THE VILLAGE OF FLOR AMARILL~, NEAR 
SANTA ANA, SANTA ANA DEPARTMENT. · REPORTED FE°BRUARY 26 • 

• -- A FARMWORKER WAS KILLED WHEN HE -STEPPED ON A MINE 
. LEFT BY THE GUERRILLAS IN THE COLONIA UTILA, NEAR SANTA 
~ECLA, LA LIBERTAD DEP~RTMENT. REPORTED FEBRUARY 27 • 

. MARCH 1 - 15 

. --- A CARPENTER LOOKING FOR WOOD FOR CONSTRUCTION LOST 
BIS LEFT LEG WHEN HE STEPPED ON A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE 
IN A PATH NEAR THE VILLAGE OF EL OBRAJUELO LEMPA, SAN 
VICENTE DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 1 • 

..... ..... . 



-- THREE WORKERS ON ,THE •suizA• COFFEE PLANTATION WERE 
WOUNDED BY MINES PLANTED BY THE GUERRILLAS IN THE ROADS 
OF THE PLANTATION, NEAR TECOLUCA, SAN VICENTE 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 1. 

·--AMAN WAS INJURED BY A GUERRILLA-PLANTED' MINE NEAR 
THE VILLAGE OF LOMA DE RAMOS, GUAZAPA, SAN SALVADOR 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 5. 

-- A 12-YEAR-OLD GIRL WAS WOUNDED BY A MINE IN THE ROAD 
NEAR OSICALA, MORAZAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 5.-

-- A MAN WAS INJURED BY A GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE NEAR 
THE •MIRAMAR• FARM, NEAR SAN VICENTE. REPORTED MARCH 11. 

MARCH 16 - 31 

-- ONE MAN WAS KILLED AND ANOTHER WAS WOUNDED WHEN NINE 
DEVICES EXPLODED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN JUCUARAN, USULUTAN 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 31. 

. . . , 

-- A MAN LOOKING FOR FIREWOOD LOST HIS LEFT FOOT WHEN HE · 
STEPPED ON A MINE PLANTED BY THE GUERRILLAS NEAR SAN 
MARTIN, SAN SALVADOR DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 18. 

-- A 13-YEAR-OLD BOY COLLECTING CASHEW NUTS SET o·FF A 
GUERRILLA-PLANTED MINE NEAR THE VILLAGE OF EL QUEBRACHO, 

· NEAR JUCUARAN, USU.LOTAN DEPARTMENT. HE LOST HIS RIGHT 
HAND AND RECEIVED WOUNDS IN BOTH LEGS. REPORTED 
MARCH 22. 

-- A MAN LOST HIS LEFT LEG AND WAS WOUNDED IN THE BODY 
WHEN HE SET OFF A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE NEAR THE VILLAGE 
OF CASERIO LOS DUBON, NEAR ARCATAO, - CHALATENANGO 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 24. 

.~- ANOTHER MAN LOST A LEG WHEN HE SET OFF A MINE PLANTED 
BY THE GUERRILLAS NEAR JUCUARAN, USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTED . MARCH 24. 

-- A MAN WAS SERIOUSLY INJURED BY A GUERRILLA~PLACED 
MINE IN THE VILLAGE OF EL ZAPOTE, NEAR TEJUTEPEQUE, · 
CABANAS. DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 24. · 

, -- A MAN WAS WOUNDED WHEN HE STEPPED.ON A MINE PLANTED 
BY THE GUERRILLAS NEAR A GARBAGE . DUMP IN THE EL MILAGRO . 
DE LA PAZ NEIGHBORHOOD OF SAN MIGUEL CITY, IN SAN MIGUEL 
DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 24. 

-- TWO MEN WERE WOUNDED WHEN THEY SET OFF A MINE PLACED 
BY THE GUERRILLAS NEAR TEJUTEPEQUE, CABANAS DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTED MARCH 26. 
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-- A MAN WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED BY A GUERRILLA-PLACED 
MINE NEAR THE SAN FELIPE FARM, · NEAR CONCEPCION BATRES, 
IN USULUTAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 31. 

-- THREE CHILDREN WERE BADLY INJURED BY A MINE PLANTED 
BY THE GUERRILLAS NEAR THE VILLAGE OF JINUCO NEAR 
TENANCINGO, CUSCATLAN DEPARTMENT. REPORTED MARCH 31. 

-- A GIRL LOST HER LEFT LEG AND 'A FEMALE RELATIVE OF 
HERS WAS WOUNDED BY A GUERRILLA-PLACED MINE THEY SET OFF 
NEAR SAN ISIDRO, IN CABANAS DEPARTMENT. · REPORTED 
MARCH 31. 

PERSONS KILLED 

CHILDREN (A): . 6 
WOMEN: 0 
MEN: 4 
UNSPECIFIED: 1 

. TOTAL 11 

(A) CHILDREN 17 AND UNDER 

PERSONS INJURED 

CHILDREN: 14 · 
WOMEN: 6 
MEN: 33 
UNSPECIFIED: 18 · 

TOTAL 71 

DURING THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1986, ONE CIVILIAN WAS 
REPORTED KILLED BY AN ESAF MINE: ACCORDING TO A REPORT 
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 17, NATIONAL GUARD TROOPS PLACED 

. MINES TO HELP GUARD AGAINST GUERRILLA INCURSIONS INTO 
THE ·ENTRE Rios• COTTON FARM COOPERATIVE NEAR .. 
ZACATECOLUCA, LA PAZ DEPARTMENT. A MEMBER OF THE 
COOPERATIVE STEPPED ON ONE OF THE MINES AND WAS KILLED. 

·s. CONCLUSIONS 

A REVIEW OF THE MINING . INCIDENTS DESCRIBED ABOVE SHOWS 
ONCE AGAIN THAT THE GUERRILLAS SPECIFICALLY TARGET 
CIVILIANS, SUCH AS ELECTRIC LINE REPAIRMEN (TWO WOUNDED) 
AND COFFEE PICKERS (FOUR DEAD, TWELVE WOUNDED) WHO BY 
FMLN DEFINITION ARE •suPPORTING THE WAR ECONOMY· BY 
DARING TO EARN THEIR LIVING PICKING AN EXPORT CROP. THE 
GUERRILLAS ALSO MINE ROADS AND PATHS WHICH ARE USED NOT 
ONLY. ~y 'I:HE MILITARY BUT BY CIVILIANS (ONE DEAD, 'I'EN 
WOUNDED). CIVILIANS WORKING IN THEIR FIELDS OR . . 
GATHERING FIREWOOD ARE ALSO AT RISK (NINE WOUNDED). . IN 
COMPARISON WITH THE 11 DEAD AND 71 WOUNDED DUE TO 
GUERRILLA MINES, DURING THIS SAME QUARTER ONLY .ONE 
CIVILIAN DIED AS THE RESULT OF A MINE PLANTED BY 
GOVERNMENT FORCES. THE NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS KILLED BY 
THEIR OWN MINES . IS UNKNOWN, BUT THE LOCAL PRESS 
OCCASIONALLY CARRIES REPORTS OF GUERRILLAS KILLED BY 
PREMATURE EXPLOSIONS WHILE PLANTING MINES, AND SEVERAL 
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·OF THE SEVEN WOUNDED GUERRILLAS FOUND BY THE ESAF IN AN 
UNDERGROUND SHELTER IN CHALATENANGO ON ·MARCH 13, 1986 
AND TURNED OVER TO THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS HAD ONE 
OR BOTH LEGS AMPUTATED DUE TO MINE INJURIES. IT IS 

-HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT MANY OTHER GUERRILLAS SUFFER THE 
SAME FATE. 

6. THERE IS NO END IN SIGHT. THE CIVILIAN CASUALTY 
RATE DUE TO GUERRILLA MINES IS HIGHER THIS YEAR THAN 
LAST, AND SHOWS NO SIGN OF ABATING. YET THE GUERRILLAS 
BOAST OF THEIR •REVOLUTIONARY MINES• IN BROADCASTS ON 
THEIR CLANDESTINE RADIO STATIONS; THE ARMED FORCES ARE 
FINDING MORE AND MORE CACHES OF EXPLOSIVES, DETONATORS, 
AND COMPLETED MINES, AS WELL AS CLANDESTINE LABS FOR THE 
MANUFACTURE OF EXPLOSIVES. DESPIT.E THE CARNAGE AMONG 
THE CIVILIANS THEY CLAIM TO CHAMPION, ALL INDICATIONS 
ARE THAT THE INSURGENTS WILL CONTINUE AND INCREASE THEIR 
USE OF THESE DEADLY INDISCRIMINATE WEAPONS. 
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