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INTRODUCTION

The democratic states of Central America, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras all have thriving Jewish
communities. The National Jewish Coalition has interviewed
representatives of those Jewish communities about the
consequences of the Arias Peace Plan, continued American
support for the contras, the anti-Semitism of the
Sandinistas, the threat posed by the Marxist insurgencies in
El Salvador and Guatemala and the fate of the Nicaraguan
Jews. On each of these subjects the National Jewish
Coalition found an important message for the American Jewish
community. '

Many of the Central American Jews the NJC spoke with
had similar experiences and insights. For instance, several
told us that they believe the left-wing insurgencies, if
victorious, would persecute Jews for their social/economic
status, not the Jewish religion. On the other hand, all
agreed that the fact that the Marxist insurgencies are co-
financed, trained and armed by the Soviet Union, Cuba,
Nicaragua and the PLO suggests an automatic anti-Israel,
anti-Zionist sentiment.

Another common theme expressed by the Central American
Jewish community leaders is their strong commitment to
Israel and their pride in relations between their countries
and the State of Israel. For example, Costa Rica and El
Salvador are the only two states in the world with embassies
in Jerusalem. The Honduran Air Force is trained in Israel.
Guatemala now exports agricultural products due to Israeli
technical assistance.

The Jews of Central America are much like the Jewish
community in the United States. The Jews of El1 Salvador,
Costa Rica, Honduras and Guatemala have built synagogues
that have become the cultural and religious centers of their
communities. The Central American Jews provide a Jewish
education for their children and many of their children have
made aliyah or spent time on an Israeli kibbutz. In other
words, they are much like any Jewish community in the Free
Worlad.

In 1979, when the Sandinistas came to power, there were
70 Jewish families in Nicaragua. By 1981, there were no
Jews in Nicaragua. The story of the Nicaraguan Jews, what
happened to them and why they were forced into exile, has
been buried almost from the beginning. A debate has arisen
over the legitimacy of the Nicaraguan Jews' claims of
Sandinista anti-Semitism, and the credibility of the
Nicaraguan Jews has been questioned.



Much of the credit for keeping the true story of this
persecution out of the press goes to the New Jewish Agenda
and religious "leaders" such as Rabbi Balfour Brickner.
After the New Jewish Agenda sent a "fact-finding" mission to
Nicaragua in 1984 to investigate charges of Sandinista anti-
Semitism, the organization gave the Nicaraguan government a
clean bill of health. The Agenda's trip was arranged by the
Sandinista government and most of the individuals the Agenda
delegation spoke with were Sandinista officials or
supporters.

On the other hand, the NJA delegation met with only
two members of the several dozen members of the Nicaraguan
Jewish community-in-exile now living in Miami, and then for
only 45 minutes during their stopover in Miami International
Airport en route to Nicaragua. After this brief encounter,
the NJA publicly dismissed the testimony of the Nicaraguan
Jews and accepted the Sandinistas' version of events.

Since that time, the NJA and the members of the NJA to
Nicaragua have spent a great deal time and energy
dispelling the story of Sandinista anti-Semitism. 1In the
NJA's Discussion Bulletin, issued at their national
convention in July, 1987, is the following rationale for
their active effort to "challenge disinformation (especially
about anti-Semitism)" in Nicaragua:

"False charges of Sandinista anti-Semitism
continue to be used to manipulate Jewish public
opinion in favor of intervention. Specifically,
fears of PLO involvement in Central America have
justified intervention to many American Jews. The
NJA delegation to Nicaragua has already documented
the lack of government sponsored anti-Semitism in
that country...There is little understanding of
the negative impact of Israeli intervention (or
surrogate U.S. intervention) in Central
America...a particularly unrecognized situation is
a genocidal war in Guatemala against its native
population supported in large part by Israeli
advisors, arms and surveillance equipment."

The NJA has, in fact, accepted every charge the
Sandinistas have leveled against the Jews of Nicaragua,
including charges of collusion with the Somoza regime and
charges that members of the Jewish community were actively
involved in securing Israeli arms sales to the Somoza
regime. The NJA's stance on Nicaraguan Jewry is not a
simple disagreement within the American Jewish community.
The NJA has stated that those (such as the National Jewish
Coalition and the Anti-Defamation League) who are trying to
publicize the truth about Sandinsita anti-Semitism are,
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according to NJA's Discussion Bulletin issued at the NJA
national convention in July, 1987, spreading
"disinformation" about the story of Nicaragua's Jews.

The Agenda's philosophy, as stated in the Disussion
Bulletin for the 1987 national convention, is that "the
safety of the Jewish people is integrally linked to the
safety of all peoples and that no one is safe unless all are
safe." What does that mean? Perhaps that the safety of
Jews as an individual group can be compromised for the sake
of the whole, the whole being, in this case, the Sandinista
movenent in Nicaragua.

This briefing paper has been assembled so that the
American Jewish community can learn the facts about what
happened in Nicaragua. The Jews of Nicaragua are all in
exile now, unlikely ever to return. They continue to speak
out not so that they may one day be reunited with their
country; they speak out so that we will not forget. There
are other Central American Jewish communities in Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, all of which feel
threatened by Sandinista expansionism and support for
Marxist internal insurgencies.



WHAT CENTRAL AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS
ARE SAYING ABOUT

THE SANDINISTAS

These Central American Jews were interviewed by David A.
Chodrow of the National Jewish Coalition in June, August and
September, 1987 and January, 1988. If you have any
questions, please contact Mr. Chodrow at (202) 547-7701.

1. Roberto Stein, president, Jewish community of
Guatemala

2. Jean-Claude Kahn, president, Jewish community of El
Salvador

3. Gilberto Goldstein, congressman and member of the
Jewish community of Honduras

4. Jamie Darenbloom, president, Jewish community of
Costa Rica



INTERVIEW WITH ROBERTO STEIN, PRESIDENT
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF GUATEMELA
June and August, 1987

"On the same day as the attack on the Israeli
embassy [the guerillas] threw sticks of dynamite
over the wall of the synagogue. Fortunately,
something was wrong with the wicks and they didn't
go off. According to experts it would have
easily destroyed half a block. It is part of the
strategy of the terrorists to attack such places.”

Q: Do you think that the Guatemalan insurgency is anti-
Semitic in nature?

A: There are no indications of anti-Semitism within the
insurgency; the only indication of anything significant is
that the PLO is playing an important role in Nicaragua and
maintains close ties with the local insurgents. It suggests
an anti-Israel sentiment. One usually leads to the next.

Q: What would happen to the Guatemalan Jewish community if
the left-wing insurgency was victorious?

A: We would be wiped out. And for the following reasons:
90% of the Jewish community is upper-middle-class socially
and are therefore prime targets socially. I stress the
aspect because this is the main reason for attacks against
Jews, not anti-Semitism. It happened in Cuba. Castro was
not really anti-Semitic but he went against the upper-
middle-class. Jews don't want to live in a country where
they can't develop their initiative.

Q: Can you tell me about the attack on the main synagogue
in Guatemala City?

A: On the same day as the attack on the Israeli embassy
(the guerillas] threw sticks of dynamite over the wall of
the synagogue. Fortunately, something was wrong with the
wicks and they didn't go off. According to experts it would
have easily destroyed half a block. It is part of the
strategy of the terrorists to attack such places.

Q: Do you feel that the Sandinistas are in the Soviet
sphere of influence?

A: The Sandinistas are absolutely a Soviet spearhead for
Central America. They are coached and financed by the
Soviets and Cubans. Unless something is done to halt them
there will be a serious problem in Central America for '
everyone, including the United States.



Q: Would you consider Guatemala to be a democracy?

A: Guatemala is not a democracy yet, but we're headed for
democracy. There were definitely free elections. The
Christian Democrats got a substantial majority. They're
just now at the stage where the honeymoon has ended and the
people are expecting substantial action from them. But
there will be no coup in Guatemala. The army learned their
lesson. :

Q: What should the American Jewish community know about the
situation in Guatemala and Central America as a whole?

A: The American Jewish community should be aware that if
the Sandinista movement spreads through Central America all
Jewish communities will disappear. From the point of view
of the State of Israel these communities have had a
tremendous importance. The Central American countries of
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador have
supported Israel to the hilt. Since Israel's creation,
Costa Rica and El Salvador are the only states with
embassies in Jerusalem. Relations with the State of Israel
are excellent. Guatemala was the second country, after the
United States, to recognize the State of Israel. 1In the
early 1960's Israeli agricultural technicians were sent to
Guatemala to help our agricultural situation. Because of
their expertise, Guatemala now exports tomatoes and melons.

Q: How has the insurgency affected the Jewish community?

A: There was a time of much kidnapping from the Jewish
community because of their social status. Many Jews left
Guatemala, most went to Israel, some to Miami, during the
critical period. Forty families left, thirty have returned.

Q: Do you think that the Arias Plan will create a real
dialogue between the Sandinistas and their political
opposition?

A: It was signed by the elected officials, but that doesn't
mean that the opposition is going to agree or comply.

Q: Do you think that the provision on "Democratization" in
regard to newspapers means that La Prensa will be reopened?

A: Well, I think the written statement means exactly that.
I doubt very much that it will stay open. If it remains
opened it will be under such controlled conditions that it
will really not be worth-while.

Q: Wouldn't that be a violation of the treaty?
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A: Yes. And I have no doubt that it is going to be
violated.

Q: What do you think will happen if the treaty is violated?
Do you think the process of verification will work?

A: I think the whole show that was put on...I think that
anybody who signed it knows that it was just put on for
public relations and public opinion. And I don't think that
if some party violated [the treaty] that the others are
going to do anything about it. They can't do anything.

Q: What about the Soviet and Cuban aid to the Sandinistas?
It's not mentioned in the Arias Plan.

A: Of course it isn't mentioned! That's the whole triumph
of the other side. It isn't mentioned, so they keep on
getting aid from the Soviets and Cubans. I think that the
Reagan Plan was presented 48 hours into the conference and
so they didn't succeed in that. Everything was done
haphazardly. It is not a solution. It is just like if you
have cancer and they give you an aspirin. It is not a
solution.



INTERVIEW WITH JEAN-CLAUDE KAHN, PRESIDENT
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF EL SALVADOR
January, 1988

"We have a democracy here. We live in a free
country. Nicaragua is not a free country and the
Sandinistas do not have a democracy. They control

everything."

Q: If the Marxist insurgency won, would anything happen to
the Jewish community of El Salvador?

A: Yes. Because of the leftist involvement with the PLO.
But it will happen not only to the Jews but with all those
who are involved with free enterprise. If the leftists won
in El1 Salvador there would be no way to conduct business.
Everything will be nationalized like in Nicaragua.

Q: Have there been any kidnappings or other actions against
the Jewish community of E1 Salvador as there were in
Guatemala in the past?

A: Yes, we had some kidnappings here too. But it was not
really against the Jews only, it was against the business
community.

Q: How much of the Jewish community of El Salvador is
involved in the business community?

A: More or less all of them. 90%. Living in a communist
country is not so easy for Jews, or anybody for that matter.
Especially if you are in business.

Q: I understand that El Salvador has its embassy in Israel.
Are there good relations between E1 Salvador and Israel?

A: Yes. 1In fact, the Salvadoran Ambassador to Israel is
from our [Jewish] community. Israel is involved with
technical and agricultural projects in E1 Salvador which
help our economy. The Jewish community here worked very
hard to help develop relations between E1 Salvador and
Israel.

Q: Do you think that Duarte will say that the Arias Plan
has failed?

A: The Arias Plan, we thought, was like the Contradora
Plan. A lot of people here think that the Arias Plan is
something to help the Sandinistas. The government here
tried to comply with the Arias Plan. The government
released 600 leftists prisoners and the next day there was a
sabotage of electrical plants and for three days we were
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with no lights. That was the result of the release of the
leftist prisoners.

Q: Is there a National Reconciliation Commission set up in
El Salvador to comply with the Arias Plan?

A: Yes, but the opposition withdrew. It worked about a
month and then the opposition left because, they said, the
government was not listening to them.

Q: You're referring to the armed opposition supported by
the Soviets, Cubans and Nicaraguans?

A: Here we have a left opposition and a right opposition.
Q: Which did the sabotaging, the left or the right?
A: The left.

Q: What is the political situation like in El1l Salvador
today?

A: Here we have a free press, you can say anything about
the government and everyday you see strong articles against
the government in the newspapers. We have a democracy here.
We live in a free country. Nicaragua is not a free country
and the Sandinistas do not have a democracy. They control
everything.

Q: Will they adhere to the Arias Plan?

A: I don't think so. Only if Gorbachev tells them to
adhere to the Plan, if Gorbachev applies pressure.

Q: Do you think that the Sandinistas are continuing to arm
and train the left-wing insurgency in El1 Salvador?

A: I don't know. But, really, morally they are with them.
And Samora [a Salvadoran Marxist leader] was living in
Nicaragua for a long time. This is an indication.

Q: What do you think the American Jewish community should
know about your community in El1 Salvador?

A: We are not a politically involved community. We have
someone who conducts services on Friday night and another
person who is responsible for the children's education. We
have parties for Purim and Hannukah and we have a collective
seder for Pesach. And so we try to keep something. Some of
our children have made aliyah. My own son has been twice to
Israel and has worked on a kibbutz. We try to give
something to our children.
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INTERVIEW WITH CONGRESSMAN GILBERTO GOLDSTEIN
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF HONDURAS
June and August, 1987

"T was just at the funeral of a Nicaraguan
Jew, Elias Wouk. Imagine...he had to leave his
country for the second time. The first time was
Germany of the fascists and now it was Nicaragua
because of the communists."”

Q: Can you tell me what happened to the Managua synagogue?

A: The Sandinistas declared that the Managua synagogue was
illegally obtained, so they took it away. But the synagogue
was properly bought by the Nicaraguan Jews. The
documentation was there. Every single Jew had to leave. I
was just at the funeral of a Nicaraguan Jew, Elias Wouk.
Imagine...he had to leave his country for the second time.
The first time was Germany of the fascists and now it was
Nicaragua because of the communists.

Q: What do you think would happen to the Jews of Honduras
in the event of an insurgency victory?

A: They would all have to leave. Fifty families. 1In
Nicaragua, one of the biggest declared enemies is Israel.
Mr. Arafat of the PLO is a constant visitor. Many trainers
of the government forces are from the PLO. Mr. Ortega said
last week in the Mexican press [Excelsior] that the
Sandinistas helped the [Salvadoran] FMLN with arms.
Reagan's charges of many years were confirmed.

Q: Is it true that the people of Honduras do not want the
contras on their territory?

A: 1It's true. I have been quoted in the Washington Post.

We feel that the contras should be in Nicaragua fighting
their war. They should have the support of the United
States in their own country, not in Honduras. We asked
three questions and here are the results: Do you approve of
the contra presence in Honduras? 60% said no. Do you
approve of the« Sandinista government? Over 70% said no.

Do you approve of the U.S. presence (troops, bases, training
exercises) in Honduras? Over 80% said yes. I might then
add that I feel the contras should be helped, well-equipped.
It is important for the United States and for the countries
of Central America.

Q: How are Honduras' relations with Israel?

A: We have excellent relations with Israel. The Presiqent
was in Israel two weeks ago. The leader of the opposition,
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the next President of Honduras and I will be traveling to
Israel in November.

Q: Is there anything you want to convey to the people of
the United States?

A: A country so committed to democracy since 1776, a light
to the whole world, how can it not possibly realize that

Nicaraguan people want democracy? And why shouldn't the
United States know that?

Q: What do you think about the Arias Plan?

A: I personally don't think that this accord reached in
Guatemala is going to work. Especially starting with the
fact that the congresses don't even have to approve it.
Normally the national congresses have to approve such

agreements. So, [the Arias Plan] is something strictly by
directive.

Q: So you think that the Arias Plan will create a real
dialogue between the Sandinistas and their political
opposition?

A: Some time ago (in August, 1987) I was listening to the
BBC of London and Mr. Ramirez, who is the Vice President of
Nicaragua, was somewhere in Europe saying that there is a
very big o0il crunch in Nicaragua. So [Ramirez] announced
over there that a country without energy, without petroleumn,
was in a very difficult position to make peace with its
enemies. So they are going to use any excuse. How could
anybody tie up the Arias agreement with the fact that they
have oil shortages? So, if this is an indication, it will
be difficult to effect any true dialogue.

Q: The provision of the Arias Plan on "Democratization™
states that the press will exercise without prior
censorship. Do you believe this will be the case in
Nicaragua?

A: No. I don't believe it will be true. I feel that the
papers will open. I think censorship will still be imposed.

Q: Won't that be a violation?

A: I think there will be a violation.

Q: And how will your government respond to that?

A: Well that is the criticism of the whole Plan. Nowhere
does it say what the punishment for non-compliance will be.

Nowhere. The plan does not specify what happens.
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Q: What is the benefit of this treaty to Central American
states, outside of Nicaragqua?

A: I think there is a real desire for peace. I think that
these countries are very worried because the signs coming
from Washington have been so "yes, no", so iffy, nobody
knows what's going on. That any peace is better than no
peace.

Q: Will there be peace?

A: We don't know. We think this is a result of U.S.
inconsistency over policies in Central America. So all the
countries are worried that the actions of the U.S. Congress
especially would lead us worse and worse everyday, and all
of a sudden they would pull out and leave us hanging. The
whole thing about this process, even the Reagan
Administration admits it, is that it stops too short. The
U.S. [Reagan-Wright] plan involved negotiations, involved
democratization, involved a system of free press and of
regqulating elections, a very short time down the road. The
Central American [Arias] proposal picked up a lot of these
things, but it stopped short. We must be careful for any
non-compliance.

Q: If there is no compliance will the countries in Central
America take a different stance on Nicaragua?

A: I would think that this is the last diplomatic effort.
I think the whole world, as Mr. Arias pointed out in his
speech, would see a non-compliance at this level. It would
automatically force the world to realize what is going on
and take action.

Q: Do you think that the world will?

A: I don't know this world. Starting with your system of
government where everything is such a normal chaos.
Everybody out here is still shaking from your Iran-Contra
hearings which were nothing. The U.S. position is very
easy. It makes an issue, plays with it, but abandons the
outcome. The sufferers of the outcome are the ones who
relied on the U.S. government. The U.S. leaves while the
fighting goes on. So the U.S. government, they have to
play these diplomatic games, they play now. I think the
first decision would have to come from the U.S.
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INTERVIEW WITH JAMIE DARENBLOOM, PRESIDENT
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF COSTA RICA
September 7, 1987

"The Sandinistas are known to represent anti-
Semitic forces in the area, particularly the
PI1O...that could present a very real danger to the
Jewish communities in the rest of Central
America."

Q: Senor Darenbloom, what do you think of the Arias Plan?

A: The reason for the Arias Plan was that the leaders of
the Central American countries want peace. But that can
only come about if there is true democratization in
Nicaragua. That will never happen.

Q: Do you think the Arias Plan will create a real dialogue
between the Sandinistas and their political opposition?

A: No. The Sandinistas want a monologue, not a dialogue.
Most of the political opposition participating in talks with
the Sandinistas are already friendly with the Sandinistas.

Q: Will the Sandinistas release the 10,000 political
prisoners they have admitted to having in their jails?

A: Never. They've already had an amnesty since 1983.
Besides, in a tolitarian regime, how can you possibly verify
if all political prisoners have been released or even to
determine who among the interned are political prisoners?

Q: Do you think the provision which refers to freedom of
the press will mean that La Prensa will be reopened?

A: La Prepsa? What is the significance of reopening lLa
Prensa when the Sandinistas will control the political,
police and military structures: What is the difference if
political repression continues? My answer to the question
of the reopening of La Prensa, though, is they might.

Q: Will the state of emergency be lifted and the
Constitution restored and respected?

A: No. [The Sandinistas] have already said they're not
going to start anything until the contras are eliminated.

Q: Will this be congruent with the Peace Plan?

A: Well, obviously, it's a violation of the letter of the
agreement. But, since when have the Sandinistas complied
with any agreement? 1In 1979 they agreed to have pluralism
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and non-alignment, and look at what we have now in
Nicaragua.

Q: What would they say about charges that the contras are
Samocistas?

A: Well, that's a myth. There are Samocistas also in the
Sandinista government. The contras are basically
Nicaraguans and most of them are young peasants who were not
grown up at the time of Somoza. And they are the bulk, the
majority of the contras.

Q: Why would the Central American leaders sign an agreement
with the Sandinistas?

A: Well, everyone was betting that no agreement would be
signed; but your President and the Speaker of the House, Mr.
Wright, came up with a peace plan in a very inopportune
time. Their timing was terrible and it left no choice to
the Central American presidents than to sign this [Arias)
document because otherwise they would look like puppets.

Q: Do you think the Central American leaders can resolve
their differences with the Sandinistas, such as Sandinista
arming of the insurgencies in their countries?

A: The Jewish community in the United States should be
highly supportive of the opposition to the Sandinistas
because the Sandinistas are known to represent anti-Semitic
forces in the area, particularly the PLO. And they have
given great evidence of that. So, if the Sandinistas
consolidate themselves in power, that could present a very

real danger to the Jewish communities in the rest of Central
America.

Q: What do you think the danger would entail?

A: The Sandinistas are promoting the extreme left forces in
the rest of the area which have as one of their main targets
the Jewish community. Not only for social and economic
reasons but also for ideological reasons.

Q: Such as?

A: Anti-Semitism disguised as anti-Zionism.
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STATEMENT OF
SECRETARY OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY-IN-EXILE

FRED S. LUFT
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STATEMENT OF FRED S. LUFT,
SECRETARY OF THE JEWISH NICARAGUAN COMMUNITY-IN-EXILE
March 19, 1986
Miami Beach, Florida

I am here today as a member of the exiled Jewish
Nicaraguan community.

Today, there is no Jewish community or Jewish
congregation or Jewish life in Nicaragua. Only two
Nicaraguan Jews who were members of the congregation still
work in Managua. The rest of our small community left the
country because of fears for our personal safety. This fear
was stimulated by the firebombing of our synagogue by the
Sandinistas while we were worshipping inside, by repeated
telephone threats and graffiti on the walls of our
businesses, warning us that after their take-over we will
suffer at the hands of their "Sandinista justice". The

graffiti said: “"Jewish pigs, gun sellers, we will apply the
Sandinista justice to you".

This reflected the fact that the Sandinistas have long
been virulently anti-Israeli, anti-Zionists and close
collaborators with the PLO and other enemies of Israel.

They even planned to kill the president of the community and
other members who they believed were helping Israel in

selling the weapons to Somoza, something which was totally
absurd.

Although they did not kill the president of the Jewish
congregation, a 70-year-old gentleman, he was jailed, forced
to sweep the streets and his property was confiscated.

President Reagan has on various occasions made mention
of Sandinista anti-semitism. Unfortunately, many
individuals who opposed the President's policy in Central
America have repeatedly attempted to distort the facts of
Sandinista state induced anti-Semitism. Most recently this
was done by Rabbi Balfour Brickner in a statement which
appears in the New York Times today.

Because this is a direct challenge to the credibility
of President Reagan, and due to the fact that when such
false statements have appeared in print in the past, we have
written letters to the editors of the newspapers, including
the New York Times and the i , and our letters
to the editors have never been printed.

I hope that this will be an effective way to set the
record straight so we can obtain a fair acknowledgement of
our plight. Thank you.
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TESTIMONY OF
NICARAGUAN JEWS~IN-EXILE

SARITA KELLERMAN, OSCAR KELLERMAN AND ELENA GORN
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TESTIMONY OF SARITA KELLERMAN, OSCAR KELLERMAN AND ELENA GORN
The White House
March 14, 1985

Sarita Kellerman

"I could not live in a country where I know I
could not have the freedom of practicing my
religion. But I am here, begging you on behalf of
the other Jewish communities that are in Central
America and other parts of the world, because if
this is not stopped now, they will also suffer the
consequences of what has happened to us. And

there will be a mass exodus of the Jewish people
all over the world."™

My name is Sarita Kellerman. I was born in Nicaragua.
I am of the Jewish faith. I have had Jewish education
because my father sent me to study in the States because the

community was so very small, we could not afford to have a
teacher.

When the revolution was over, and the Sandinista
government took power, I felt safe to return to Nicaragua
because I had never been involved in politics or anything
other than working and raising up my children. So I
returned twice, to try to work there and continue my life,
because the Sandinista government had promised the people a
true democracy, human rights social justice.

I was in my house, and day after day, I had to open the
doors to trucks with soldiers with machine guns, with
rifles, that came to search the house without a warrant.

And they then vandalized and looted the house every time. I
was even afraid to pick up a phone because all I heard on

the phone were threats against me as a Jew. "Dirty Jew".
"You better get out before we kill you". "What Hitler
started, we'll finish". And I could go on, saying what I
heard.

Now, it's not very pleasant, to be intimidated in that
form. And I found it very difficult to live in an
atmosphere where I knew that I was being persecuted because

I was a Jew. The only they could accuse me of was nmy
religion.

So, I was forced to leave the country. Leaving
everything I worked for behind me. Through the ADL, which
is the Anti-Defamation League, we tried to contact the
Sandinista government and f£ind out what charges they had
against us that made them harass us in such a form. There
were no charges.
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However, they said, there was a law, they had passed a
law that said that if you did not live in Nicaragua for six
months, you, your property, whatever you owned, would be
confiscated. And they applied that law to my case, as to
all the cases of all the other people from the Jewish
community of Nicaragua. There are no Jews that belong to
our community today. And our only crime was that.

Now they say there is no anti-semitism. I feel my duty
to come before you, the American people, the American Jews,
to let you know the story of our Jewish community in exile.
Because since we were so few, we have received hardly any
attention. And I appreciate your concern, to hear me out,
in order to learn about the other side of the story which
has not been told.

I appeal to you as humanitarians, as defenders of true
democracies to help stop the Sandinista government from
exporting its anti-Semitism to other countries of Central
and South America. I am here not to ask for myself, because
I don't live there anymore. I would not return there
anymore. Even today, if they told me they would return
everything to me, I could not live in a country where I know
I could not have the freedom of practicing my religion. But
I am here, begging you on behalf of the other Jewish
communities that are in Central America and other parts of
the world, because if this is not stopped now, they will
also suffer the consequences of what has happened to us.

And there will be a mass exodus from the Jewish people, all
over the world. It is in your hands to help those
Nicaraguans who are fighting to regain their country which
is in the hands of foreigners, so that we may have again
democracy, and the right to have freedom of choice of
religion, human rights for all. Thank you.

Oscar Kellerman

"There are no Jews of our congregation in
Managua today. As an American and as a Jew, I
feel it's very important to help the Nicaraguan
people to regain their independence, their
democracy, betrayed by the Sandinistas."™

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. It is my
privilege to be here today and an obligation to the Jewish
community in exile today in North America. And also, to the
rest of the Jewish communities of the world, to let them
know what happened to these 50 to 60 families, 300 people
more or less, of Nicaraguan Jews that lived in the heart of
America, only two hours by plane from U.S. soil.
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I am Sarita's husband. I am Czechoslavakian born. I
am an American citizen. I came to Nicaragua when I was 9
years old. I was pulled off a truck that was taking me and
my parents to a concentration camp. Friends of my father,
the underground, smuggled me out of the country, and this is
the way we came to Nicaragua, because my father had two
brothers living there since 1923,

We came to Nicaragua, the only country in those days
accepting Jewish refugees. I lived in Nicaragua. As my
wife said, there were no Jewish schools there. We had no
rabbi. We had no shochet. We had no cantor. The only
Jewish life we had was what our parents would teach us. We
all attended Catholic schools.

In 1948, my parents, to give us a better education,
left Nicaragua and came to the United States, to Los
Angeles. I attended Hollywood High School. I graduated
from Loyola. I started my college career when the Korean
war broke out. I joined the United States Air Force. I
spent five years in the Air Force. I am a Korean War
veteran. In 1955-56 I returned to Nicaragua, as my parents
had moved there because my brother was in the Navy, I was in

the Air Force, they had nobody, so I returned to Nicaragua
again.

I found my parents. My mother was sick. I spent some
time. She got better. I lived. I got married there. I
raised two children with my wife. We had a nice Jewish
family. I worked and prospered in my family business.

During those years, since I can remember, there was no
anti~-Semitism in Nicaragua. We are a very few families, too
small to be in politics. We could not afford to be in
politics. 1In 1977-78, I was vice-president of the Jewish
community in Nicaragua. I remember one day, one evening, on
a Shabbat evening while we were singing Lecha Dodi, two
bombs hit the door. We had a big wooden door in the
synagogue where a big Star of David was, and all of a
sudden, the whole place was on fire.

I remember running, getting the fire hose, and started
running to the entrance of the synagogue, when I stopped
because two other members that used to be in concentration
camps in Europe, they had already reached the outside of the
synagogue. We were met by a jeep and another small car with
eight members that had handkerchiefs on their faces, and
they identified themselves as members of the FSLN, which
stands for the Sandinista movement, the guerilla movement.
They said that they were the FSIN and the PLO and that they
were going to burn all the Jews. So we were forced back
into the synagogue.
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I tried to hit the fire with the hose, and I only made
the fire bigger. So we wet the curtains, and we were able
to put all the fire out. We had to wait about twenty
minutes, I believe it was, because we couldn't go outside.
Those people were still outside. But when they left, we
finally put the fire out, and this way, didn't burn the
whole synagogue.

Also, in 1979, one of the members of the Jewish
community, but an American citizen, was shot and left for
dead in the streets of Managua. I have a copy of a letter,
which I later on got from a friend, in which he explains.
This letter was written by an employee of ours, my ex-
partner raised this man from when he was 12-13 years old
until he was about 19 years. This guy wrote to the
Sandinista government after we had left Nicaragua that he
was really the one that got all these things together and
had us, wanted to try to burn us.

He had the information about all the Jews that lived in
Managua, their license plates, make of the cars, how many
people were in the community. This is the way they knew
exactly what time to hit us in the synagogue.

He also says, and the friend says to me, he sent them
the letter, that the biggest lies they told the Sandinista
government, the bigger jobs they would get in the Sandinista
government.

Three times I was followed, and they tried to kill me
three times. Twice they tried to burn me. With gasoline,
they tried to burn the car. Other times, I did not take the
path or the road that they thought I was going to take,
because every day we would take a different road. We knew
already that we were being followed. We were all receiving,
not only myself, but the rest of the Jewish families,
receiving harassment, threats, phone calls. And all this
made us little by little, one by one, leave Nicaragua.

On the 25th of June, 1979, I received a call from the
American Embassy, and they told me Nicaragua was no longer a
safe place for American citizens, and I should leave the
country, especially me of the Jewish faith. So of course
the next day, me and my family and my brother and my
brother's family, we were Americans, we went to the Embassy
as they told us. And we took a little small valise with us.
And that's all we were able to take out of Nicaragua. And
we left Nicaragua. They flew us into Panama to an American
air base. '

There are no Jews of our congregation in Managua today.
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"

As an American and as a Jew, I feel it's very important to
help the Nicaraguan people to regain their independence,
their democracy, betrayed by the Sandinistas. They will
regain their freedom of religion, their freedom of movement,
of press, no matter what it takes. And to expel from
Nicaragua, or the American continent, I would say, the
Russians, the Cubans, the Bulgarians, the Libyans, the PLO,
the East Germans, the North Koreans, the Vietnamese, and
all of those foreign countries, or foreign members of

countries that today are ruling Nicaragua. Thank you very
much.

Elena Gorn

"Yes, there were 60, 70 families who were a
small community, but still we were Jews. And we
are already out of Nicaragua. We are just only
here to tell you what happened to us, so that you
can open your eyes and be aware of what can happen
to the other [Jewish] communities in Central
America."

Good afternoon. My name is Elena Gorn. I was born in
Nicaragua. I am here talking on behalf of my father-in-law,
Abraham, who was the president of the Jewish congregation in
Nicaragua. And he went through an experience that leaves us
without a doubt that it was anti-Semitism, the main reason,
as a matter of fact, might be the only reason, why the

government of Nicaragua, the Sandinistas, forced us to
exile.

I am talking of a 70~year-old man who had been living
in Nicaragua for 50 years, who had worked hard to have, you
know, his own business, who never was involved in politics,
and therefore, when the change of government came to be in
1979, he didn't fear nothing. He had nothing. So he
decided to come back to Nicaragua.

When he went there, he was put in jail by the
Sandinista government. He was in jail for two weeks. He
was forced to sweep the streets in the Tipitapa town where
he was staying in the -jail. And after that, the Sandinistas
say that he has committed no crime. There was no case, you
know, to persecute him. And they released him.

So, he lived there for three months, three-and-a-half
months, until the Sandinistas went back to him, went to his
factory, he had a textile factory, and just came in and
said, this is being confiscated. This belongs to the
government, and you just better go. So, from his business,
he went to his home. And at 10 o'clock at night, somebody
knocks at the door, and he sees the Sandinistas with 15 or
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20 soldiers, you know, with quns and everything. And they
told him, you haven't got the message through yet. Pack
whatever you can, you know, clothing and you'll be thanking
us for letting you go. I mean, you're still alive, so while
you can run, go. :

So he went to the Costa Rican Embassy. He asked for
asylum, where he stayed for six more weeks, until my husband
made all the transactions. And, through governments, I
mean through the Costa Rican government and the Sandinistas,
[it] was finally agreed to let him go.

I am telling you a story from somebody who went back to
Nicaragua, who the Sandinistas released from jail because
they didn't have any charges against him, who lived three-
and-a-half months there. And then he was forced into exile.

We see the experience I'm telling you. As I could tell
you, the Staviskys and Retenle, and all other families also
were followed. Before that we had phone calls, threats, you
know, that make you afraid to the point that you had to
leave the country, and are the experiences that we the Jews
experienced, went through, when we lived in Nicaragqua.

That they didn't have any charges against us but that
we were Jews. There was no anti-Semitism in Nicaragua until
1979, when the PLO put the seed, you know, in the
Sandinista government to hate the Jews. They thought that
any Jew who was in Nicaragua represents the State of Israel.
And since they have been saying that their enemy was the
Sandinistas' enemy and that they were blood brothers, it
came out to be that they have to prove their closeness to
each other by pushing the Jews out of Nicaragua.

Yes, there were 60, 70 families who were a small
community, but still we were Jews. And we are already out
of Nicaragua. We are just only here to tell you what
happened to us, so that you can open your eyes and be aware
of what can happen to the other communities in Central
America. So this is my testimony. And just, I would like
to thank you all.

I would like to tell you that we did have burned our
synagogue in Nicaragua. That after one year that we were in
exile we have made a request with Rabbi Morton Rosenthal,
who works for the Latin Americans of ADL. And we ask him to
tell, ask the government of Nicaragua, the Sandinistas, why,
what was the reason we were forced into exile? And at that
same time, ask them what they have done with the synagogue.
They confiscated the synagogue and after two years of
writing them, Rabbi Rosenthal finally got an answer from the
government of Nicaragua, the Sandinista government, saying
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that they didn't know anything about it. And that, yes,
they were going to appoint somebody to look at what happened
with the Jewish community and of course with the synagogue.

-8ix months later they answered and said they made a
mistake, that they thought the synagogue was a private home,
and that's why it had been confiscated. So we said, they
already knew there was a synagogue since they firebombed it
while we were in a Friday service. They knew that it was a
synagogue because you could tell, you know, from the outside
of the temple. We have a big Star of David, and we have a
big plate saying that this is the congregation of the Jewish
community in Nicaragua.

So the position today of the Sandinistas is that they
are not anti-Semitic. That we just left the country
because we were either Somoza supporters. By the way, I was
in Nicaragua and I went to Law School and during my four
years of law, I fought against the Somoza regime. I mean,

I did my part as a student, and I opposed him. And none of
the Jewish community ever participated in anything that was
linked with the government. We never held any key
positions, like today, the government has so many officials
who are Arabs. In the junta was Hassan. And I can name ten
to twelve more people who are really into the government.

They said that they confiscated everything because we
left, we abandoned. And they passed a law saying that after
six months, whoever was out [of the country] after the six
months, everything was being confiscated. But of course,
they pushed us out. There was no other way, we have to
abandon everything. We got to a point that either it was
our life or our properties. And we said that our life was
more than anything else. And, we were, as they told my
father-in-law, very lucky to get out of the country.

Today, even though they say there is no anti-Semitism,
and of course, they are such smart people, knowing that the
Jewish community here in the United States is very well-
connected, are people who make decisions, [the Sandinistas]
don't want to antagonize them by saying that they are anti-
Semitie. So, they have been trying to be friendly. They
have been trying to invite Jewish people back to Nicaragqua
so they can show they are not anti-Semitic.

But it was the same pattern that even Hitler did, by
the time the concentration camps were in Germany. They
invited people and said "Yes, everything is fine here".

That nothing happened. ([The Sandinistas] didn't kill us
that way, it's very inaccurate - - I mean, it's not really
nice to make that comparison, but yes I can do it because
by the Miskito Indians, what they did to the Miskito Indians
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is the same thing that Hitler did to the Jewish people at
that time. And we [Nicaraguan Jews] weren't that many, so
we weren't that much of a headache for them, but yes they
have followed the same pattern.

And here I am to tell you to be objective about the

case, and thank you for giving us the chance to tell our
story.
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STATEMENT BY A
MEMBER OF THE NICARAGUAN JEWISH COMMUNITY-IN-EXILE

MR. ISAAC STAVISKY
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STATEMENT BY MR. ISAAC STAVISKY
July 20, 1983

"The two men who were confronted by the
Sandinistas as the synagogue doors burned were
both survivors of Nazi concentration camps - -
Mr. Gewrustz and Mr. Pinkes. This was a traumatic
experience for them and other survivors, because
it evoked terrible memories which they thought
they had put behind them when they fled from Nazi
terrors and found refuge in Nicaragua."

On behalf of all members of the Nicaraguan Jewish
community, I wish to express our appreciation for your
interest and thank you for this opportunity to speak about

the suffering which we have experienced at the hands of the
Sandinistas.

The Jewish community has always been small, numbering
about 50 families at its peak. Jews began coming to
Nicaragua in the late 1920's from Eastern Europe. They
dedicated themselves to farming, manufacturing and retail
sales and made significant contributions to the country's
economic development.

Nicaraguan Jews never experienced anti-Semitism, until
the Sandinistas started their revolution. Even before the
Sandinistas came to power they began threatening Jews. A
favorite tactic was to anonymously phone Jewish homes with
warnings that "We are going to get you Jews", claiming we
are responsible for the killing of our people by guns sold
to the Somoza regime by Israel. Graffiti by Sandinistas was
widespread, with attacks on Jews and their religion. One
was "Death to the Jewish Pigs". The initials FSIN in red
and black left no doubt as to who was responsible.

Once the Sandinistas came to power in July, 1979, they
moved swiftly against Jews. Jewish~owned properties were
among the first to be confiscated and Jews were forced into
exile.

A few specific cases might best<illustrate the
situation which we confronted.

Mr. Freddy Luft came to Nicaragua from Rumania after
the Second World War, running away from the Russians. By
hard work he became the owner of a textile plant and two
retail stores, in partnership with Mr. Oscar Kellerman.
Freddy Luft never participated in politics.

A young man by the name of Mauricio, whom he appointed
general manager of his business, was a member of the
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Sandinista party. Mauricio was very active and used his
position to have a valid excuse to stay around the synagogue
and write down the license plates of the vehicles in which
the Jews arrived for prayers. Mauricio warned Mr. Luft that
as soon as the Sandinista Revolution took power, all his
businesses would be confiscated and that he would be thrown
in jail. A few weeks before the Sandinista victory, Mr.
Iuft went to the German Embassy in Managua and was evacuated
with other members of the German community.

Mr. Max Najman, who was the Honorary Consul of the
State of Israel, had to leave Nicaragua one year before the
Sandinistas came to power. He fled because the Sandinista's
clandestine radio had announced they would execute Max
Najman because he was the Consul of Israel.

He left his plastics factory in the hands of his son,
Jimmy. He ran the factory for approximately one year and
then the Sandinistas came to his factory and plainly
informed him that the plant was being confiscated. When he
was handed the decree he noticed that it had been dated QONE
YEAR BEFORE. He protested, to no avail. He then approached
the newspaper, La Prensa, which carried his complaint
publicly. After the publication, the Sandinistas came
looking for him, but he was fortunate enough to cross the
border on foot to Costa Rica.

Mr. Abraham Gorn's factory was burned. Wwhen the
Sandinistas came to power they collected the insurance money
from London. While the fighting for power was going on, Mr.
Gorn left Nicaragua. When the Sandinistas came to power,
Mr. Gorn returned to Nicaragua because he felt that he had
done no wrong to anyone. As soon as he returned, he was
accused of stealing land and was sent to jail. Mr. Gorn was
70 years old at that time. During the jail sentence he was
made to sweep the streets.

After his release he went back to his business. He was
running the factory for six months when the Sandinistas took
everything away that belonged to him, forcing him to seek
asylum in the Costa Rican Embassy where he remained until he
was taken to Costa Rica in a private plane. The reason the
Sandinistas gave Mr. Gorn for the confiscation was that he
had sold Israeli arms to Somoza. Since when do governments
need a civilian to make an arms deal?

The Sandinistas confiscated the synagogue. When they
were asked by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal the reasons for such an
act, the Sandinistas responded that the synagogue belonged
to Abraham Gorn! This of course is not true; we have the
DEED that certifies that the synagogue belongs to the Jewish
community of Nicaraqua. It seems that the Sandinistas are
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creating the GORN CASE as an apparent parallel with the
well-known Dreyfuss case.

Permit me some words about my personal situation. I,
together with my brother-in-law, Mr. Saul Retelny; ran a
complex of factories manufacturing textiles and candy which
employed, at peaks, over 1,200 heads of families. For a
period of 18 months prior to July, 1979, anonymous callers
would contact Mr. Retelny and threaten his life and that of
his wife. These calls came to his business office and to
his home, now also confiscated, at all hours of the night.
One favorite tactic was to call around three in the morning
and tell my brother-in-law that I had been shot and killed!
At the same time, I would get a telephone call claiming that
my brother-in-law was shot and killed.

In addition, there were writings on the walls inside
and outside the factories: "Death to the Jews; Isaac will
be killed. Beware of Sandinista justice". Dry runs of
abduction attempts were made. In one instance, I was
stopped, with my son inside the car, and at gun point my
life was threatened. I was warned that my businesses were
to be taken over when the Sandinistas came to power.
Although Mr. Retelny and I were both born in Nicaragua, we
never participated directly or indirectly in politics.

In 1978, the Sandinistas sent a strong message to the
entire community when the synagogue was attacked by five
Sandinistas wearing face handkerchiefs. They set the
building on fire by throwing gasoline in the main entrance
doors, shouting PLO victory slogans and anti-Jewish defama-
tory language. This direct attack on the synagogue showed
the PLO influence on the Sandinistas. As the doors caught
fire, two members of the community, at prayer during Sabbath
services, ran through a side door. The Sandinistas met them
with a show of automatic weapons and ordered them inside.

The two men who were confronted by the Sandinistas as
the synagogue doors burned were both survivors of Nazi
concentration camps - - Mr. Lazlo Gewrustz and Mr. Gyula
Pinkes. This was a traumatic experience for them and other
survivors, because it evoked terrible memories which they
thought they had put behind them when they fled from Nazi
terrors and found refuge in Nicaragua.

The Sandinistas threatened to take our property, and
they did. They threatened our lives and for that reason we
left our country. We want to return to Nicaragua and live
with our fellow countrymen under a democratic goverment
which respects human rights. We hope that we will be able
to do that soon.
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A _WHITE PAPER ON THE SANDINISTAS AND THE JEWS
O_tlelh TOTLL il adil wa e diw Alh M Oh WiV .
- published by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
March 19, 1986

ANTRODUCTION

Members of the Jewish community-in-exile came to the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith to tell of their
experience of Sandinista anti-Semitism in Nicaragua and seek
assistance. In 1981, a legal representative raised this
issue in New York with Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto.
Despite assurances that the government would investigate,
the ADL received no reply to queries about anti-Semitism,
the status of the synagogue and private properties.

In May, 1983, after 19 months of futile quiet
diplomacy, the ADL publicized the plight of Nicaraguan
Jewry. Only then did the government of Nicaragua react. It
denied charges of anti-Semitism, and falsely claimed that
four Cabinet members are Jews. It also claimed that the
synagogue was a private home, legally confiscated. When ADL
provided documents proving that the synagogue was built by

the congregation, the government offered to return the
building.

At that time only two or three members of the
congregation were still in the country. The small Jewish
community, its members fearing for their lives, had fled in
the face of anti-Semitic threats and harassment.

Since then, various individuals and organizations have
attempted to distort the facts and deny that Jews, as Jews,
had reason to fear or flee the country. This paper sets
forth basic facts about the Sandinistas and Jews.

ANTI-SEMITISM

"Anti-Semitism was one of the major factors, though not
the only one, which caused the Nicaraguan Jews to leave
Nicaragua."

- Federation of Jewish Communities of Central America
(FEDECO), May, 1984.
* % %

Nuevo Diario, a Managua newspaper which closely adheres
to the government line, charged (July 17, 1982), that "the
world's money, banking and finance are in the hands of
descendants of Jews, the eternal protectors of Zionism.
Consequently, controlling economic power, they control -
political power as now happens in the United States".
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* % *

"I remembered that it was the Levites in the synagogue
who crucified our Lord."
- Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto
Washington Post January 27, 1985

IHE SYNAGOGUE

The synagogue in Mangua was firebombed in 1978 while
the congregation was worshipping inside. When congregants
attempted to flee, they were confronted with armed
Sandinistas who ordered them not to leave the burning
building.

* % *

"I remember one day, one evening, on a Shabbat evening
while we were singing, two bombs hit the door. We had a big
wooden door in the synagogue, where a big Star of David was,
and all of a sudden, the whole place was on fire.

I remember running, getting the fire hose, and started
running to the entrance of the synagogue, when I stopped
because two other members that used to be in concentration
camps in Europe, they had already reached the outside of the
synagogue. We were met by a jeep and another small car with
eight members that had handkerchiefs on their faces, and
they identified themselves as members of the FSLN, the
Sandinista movement, guerilla movement. They said that they
were the FSLN and the PLO and that they were going to burn
all the Jews. So we were forced back into the synagogue."

- Oscar Kellerman, Washington, July 20, 1983

* * *

Mauricio Palacio is a non-Jew who lived among the Jews
and served as a Sandinista informant.

"I let them know where...the Jewish people would gather
so that a little burning of the cars of these Zionists could
be done and tell them all "JEWS GO HOME".

"The purpose of this operation was intended to
intimidate the community and, in that way, to stop the flow
of arms from Israel. It was determined that the best place
to carry out the operation was the synagogue...the synagogue
was attacked and they attempted to set fire to the doors; a
verbal message was given to the congregation..."

- Mauricio Palacio, Chicago, April 15, 1986.
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THREATS AND IMTIMIDATION OF INDIVIDUAL JEWS

"I, together with my brother-in-law, Mr. Saul Retelny,
ran a complex of factories manufacturing textiles and candy
which employed at peaks, over 1,200 heads of families. For
a period of 18 months prior to July, 1979, anonymous callers
would contact Mr. Retelny and threaten hls life and that of
his wife. These calls came to his business office and to
his home, now also confiscated, at all hours of the night.
One favorite tactic was to call around three in the morning
and tell my brother-in-law that I had been shot and killed!
At the same time, I would get a phone call claiming that my
brother-in-law was shot and killed.

In addition, there were writings on the walls inside
and outside the factories: 'Death to the Jews; Isaac will be
killed. Beware of Sandinista justice.' Dry runs of
abductions were made. In one instance, I was stopped, with
my son inside the car, and at gun point my life was
threatened. I was warned that my businesses were to be
taken over when the Sandinistas came to power. Although Mr.
Retelny and I were both born in Nicaragua, we never
participated directly or indirectly in politics.

Isaac Stavisky, Washlngton, July 20, 1983
*x *

"Three times I was followed, and they tried to kill me
three times. With gasoline, they tried to burn the car.
Other times, I did not take the path or the road that they
thought I was going to take, because every day we would take
a different road. We know already that we were being
followed. We were all receiving, not only myself, but the
rest of the Jewish families, receiving harassment, threats,

phone calls. And all this made us little by little, one by
one, leave Nicaragua."

- Oscar Kellerman, Washington, March 14, 1985
CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY

The government of Nicaragua informed the ADL in
December, 1983, that only two members of the Jewish
community faced the possibility of criminal charges, but
that 17 had had their properties confiscated by degrees.

The others are caught in the "Catch 22" situation of being
out of the country for fear that their lives are in danger
and, therefore, falling under the Nicaraguan law prov1d1ng
for the confiscation of property of those who remain outside
the country for more than six months.
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SANDINISTAS' REIATIONS WITH TSRAFT

After coming to power in 1979, the Sandinistas
maintained minimal relations with the State of Israel, never
permitting the Israeli Ambassador to present credentials.

In 1982, the Nicaraguans broke relations with Israel.

Foreign Minister Migquel D'Escoto, in a speech before
the General Assembly of the United Nations announcing that
his country was breaking relations with Israel, used the
Israeli move into Lebanon as a pretext for action. He told
the U.N. body, "Never since the time of Hitler has such mass
genocide been witnessed..." D'Escoto said that his
government, since it came to power, had "suspended all
contact with the Zionist regime...all that remained was to
break off diplomatic relations formally".

In the last two sessions of the General Assembly,

Nicaragqua has actively supported efforts to expel Israel
from that world body.

SANDINISTA LINKS TO P,L.0Q.

The P.L.0.-Sandinist relationship involved P.L.O.-
supplied weapons, training and funds. Sandinist guerillas
and P.L.O. terrorists have also fought side by side. Jorge
Mandi, a Sandinist spokesman, told a reporter for the
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Watan (August 7, 1979), "There is a
longstanding bloody unity between us and the Palestinian
revolution...Many of the units belonging to the Sandinist
movement were at Palestinian revolutionary bases in Jordan.
In the early 1970's, Nicaraguan and Palestinian blood was
spilled together in Amman and in other places during the
'Black September' battles".

In August, 1980, the Kuwaiti press reported that P.L.O.
members had gone to Nicaragua to supervise military
training. This was done in accord with an agreement reached
with Yassir Arafat, the P.L.0O. chieftain, who had gone to
Managua in July to celebrate the first anniversary of the
revolutionary government. The Sandinists paid their debt by
authorizing the opening of a P.L.0O. "embassy" in Managua.
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STATEMENT BY ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
LATIN AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR

ON SANDINISTA ANTI-SEMITISM
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"NICARAGUA WITHOUT JEWS"
Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal,
Director of the Latin American Affairs Department
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

"Nicaragua today is a country without Jews,
but not without anti-Semitism."

Amid the upheavals that have wracked Nicaragua since
the Sandinists came to power, one internal development has
escaped the attention of the world. Nicaragua today is a
country without Jews, but not without anti-Semitism.

When the Sandinists toppled the Somoza regime in 1979,
they succeeded in driving the entire small Jewish community
- - numbering about 50 families - - into exile.

The Sandinists commandeered Managua's synagogue and
today Sandinist propoganda posters cover the four Stars of
David at the front entrance. The interior is adorned with
anti-Zionist posters. Throughout the capital, Jewish-owned
property has been confiscated. Despite appeals from the
Anti-Defamation League, the government of Nicaragua has
refused to address these human rights violations.

Nicaraguan Jews, many of whom were born in Nicaragua,
attribute their plight to their Jewishness and the
unwillingness of the Sandinists to distinguish between the
Nicaraguan Jewish community and the State of Israel. The
Sandinists' enmity toward Israel and Nicaraguan Jews flows
from two sources: their long, close relationship with the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the fact that Israel
sold weapons to the Somoza pre-revolutionary government.

The P.L.0.-Sandinist relationship involved P.L.O.=-
supplied weapons, training and funds. Sandinist guerillas
and P.L.O. terrorists have also fought side-by=-side. Jorge
Mandi, a Sandinist spokesman, told a reporter for the
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Watan (8/7/79), "There is a long-
standing blood unity between us and the Palestinian
revolution...Many of the units belonging to the Sandinist
movement were at revolutionary bases in Jordan. In the
early 1970's, Nicaraguan and Palestinian blood was spilled
together in Amman and in other places during the 'Black
September' battles."

In August, 1980, the Kuwaiti press reported that P.L.O.
members had gone to Nicaragua to supervise military
training. This was done in accord with an agreement reached
with Yassir Arafat, who had gone to Managua in July to
celebrate the first anniversary of the revolutionary

37



“

government. The Sandinists paid their debt by authorizing
the opening in Managua of a P.L.O. "embassy".

As far as the Israeli supply of weapons to the Somoza
government is concerned, Nicaraguan Jews indignantly deny
accusations they were involved in these transactions. They
explain that Israel's policy of selling weapons to the
Somoza government was based on a sense of gratitude for
Nicaraguan support at a time of Israel's great peril in
1948. Struggling for its very existence against
overwhelmingly superior Arab armies, the newly established
State found virtually all sources of weaponry closed to it.
President Somoza acted as a discreet middle-man, procuring
arms that were then transshipped to Israel.

Nicaraguan Jews also claim that because of the P.L.O.-
Sandinist relationship, Nicaraguans of Arab descent were
able to remain in Nicaragua and continue their business
activities, often similar to those engaged in by Jews.

In sharp contrast are blatant manifestations of anti-
Semitism. Last July, Nuevo Diario, a Mangua newspaper which
closely adheres to the government line, published an article
under the headline, "About Zionism and the Palestinian
Cause". It spoke of "synagogues of Satan" and denounced
Jews "who crucified Jesus Christ and...used the myth of G-
d's chosen people to massacre the Palestinian people without
mercy.":

Two days later, July 17, 1982, the same paper charged
that "the world's money, banking and finance are in the
hands of descendants of Jews, the eternal protectors -of -
Zionism. Consequently, controlling economic power, they -
control political power as now happens in the United
States."

The newspaper even went as far as to claim that
President Reagan's support for Israel stems from the fact
that he "must have Jewish ancestry".

The clouds over the Nicaraguan Jewish community began
to darken even before the Sandinist victory. Sandinist
supporters painted on the synagogue walls and elsewhere
slogans such as "Israel, Jews and Somoza - The Same Thing".
The synagogue itself was firebombed in 1978 while the
congregation was worshipping inside. The men who threw the
bomb shouted "Long live Sandino" as their Jeep sped away.
Many Jews received threatening phone calls shortly before
the Sandinist victory warning "Jews, get out of here."

When the Sandinists came to power in July, 1979, the
storm broke. Some members of the Jewish community were
advised to leave "for their own safety". Others, who had -
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gone abroad during the last months of the revolutionary
struggle, found that they were unable to return. The

Nicaraguan Jews went into "exile" mainly in the United
States.

Isaac Stavisky, a textile engineer who was born in
Nicaragua, said, "I was willing to return to my native
country and engage in my usual activities, but I was stopped
cold." It was suggested that he refrain from returning for
his own safety because he and his brother-in-law were
considered enemies of the revolution.

The president of the Jewish community, Abraham Gorn,
was jailed after the Sandinist victory. Gorn, who was then
70 years old, was falsely accused of stealing some land and
forced to sweep streets during the two weeks of his
confinement.

Through the intervention of Costa Rican officials and
after a Sandinist government investigation found him
innocent, he was released.

Six months later, in February 1980, without any warning
whatsoever, the Sandinists came to his factory and told him
it was not his and he should leave. In addition, some
employees told him that the Sandinists had instructed them
to bomb his car if he returned. Gorn says that the man who
directed the takeover of his factory, farm and bank accounts
and "then kicked me out of my home" was Carlos Arguello,
currently Vice~Minister of Justice in Nicaragua.

I was in Nicaragua some months prior to the Sandinist
victory and remember the anxiety that was already apparent.
I was struck by the fact that this small community had
strong roots in Nicaragua and saw its future there. That
they had no intention of leaving was clearly evident - -
after the earthquake of 1972 which leveled all of the
capital city of Managua, the Jewish community built a new
synagogue. The synagogue served as the center of Jewish
communal life since its dedication in 1976.

Two years after my visit to Nicaragua, I heard the
Foreign Minister of Nicaragua, Miguel D'Escoto, tell a
meeting at the New York headquarters of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews that "there is no anti-
Semitism in Nicaragua." I brought to the Foreign Minister's
attention the fact that there are no Jews in his country and
that the Jews of Nicaragua claimed that they were victims of
anti-semitism.

The Foreign Minister immediately introduced me to the
First Secretary of the Nicaraguan Mission to the United
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Nations, Orlando Moncada Zapata, and designated him as
liaison to ADL on this problem. This led to periodic
discussions and correspondence with Nicaraguan government
representatives on three issues: 1) conditions under which
Nicaraguan Jews could return to their country; 2) the status
of the synagogue; 3) review of the confiscation of Jewish-
owned property.

We received no response on the first two issues. On
the third, we were told that the government would review
cases at our request. Three were submitted, but we received
no response, as of May this year.

When the Human Rights Committee met at the United
Nations this year in April, members asked the status of the
Nicaraguan Jewish community. The Nicaraguan representative,
Vice-Minister of Justice Arguello, told the committee that
the Governing Junta had assigned the synagogue building to
the Association of Sandinist Children to be used for social
purposes. He added, "Should the owners of the building
request that it should again be a place of worship, the
Government Junta would evaluate that request in the context
of religious freedom".

This is a meaningless promise in a country without
Jews.

Given the failure of the government of Nicaragua to
respond to ADL's long-standing requests and the forced exile
of Nicaraguan Jews, it seems unlikely that the Governing
Junta will soon be faced with the question of restoring the
synagogue as a place of worship.

Nicaragua cannot have Judaism without Jews, even
though is has demonstrated, like Poland, the possibility of
anti-Semitism without Jews."
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STATEMENT BY
SANDINISTA COLLABORATOR

MAURICIO PALACIO

Mauricio Palacio, as a young boy, became the ward of
Fred s. Luft. Mr. Luft, a member of the Nicaraguan Jewish
community, placed his trust and confidence in the young man.
Palacio eventually became general manager of Mr. Luft's
business in Nicaragua while at the same time becoming an
activist in the Sandinista movement. Palacio came to play a
pivotal role in the Sandinistas' plan to intimidate the Jews
of Nicaragua both before and after the Revolution.
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STATEMENT BY MAURICIO PALACIOS
Chicago, Illinois
April 15, 1985

"Since I was a member of the Sandinistas
since mid-1978, [the Sandinistas] asked me for
information about a member of the Nicaragquan
Jewish community in order to carry out an
"operation®™ against him. The reason for this was
that it was said that he was the contact between
Israel and Somoza for arms sales from Israel."

My name is Mauricio Palacios. I was born in Nicaragua
and I worked within the Jewish community there. My
principal interest is in clarifying certain situations that
occured in my life, for the purpose of clearing up, before
the Jewish community, my involvement in an operation having
to do with that community. That operation could be to kill,
burn their houses, cars, businesses, or to attempt
kidnappings. They have not let me know what type of actions
were carried out. The "operation" was a Sandinista one.

I want to clarify that (this?) was not an initiative of
mine, but of a member of the United States Jewish community
who sought me out (solicited me); clarifying futher that
this individual knows sufficient details regarding the above
mentioned "operation" to perhaps implicate me as an actor in
the Sandinista action. Since I was a member of the
Sandinistas since mid-1978, [the Sandinistas] asked me for
information about a member of the Nicaraguan Jewish
community in order to carry out an "operation" against him.
The reason for this was that it was said that he was the
contact between Israel and Somoza for arms sales from
Israel.

I tried to avoid carrying out this request because,
knowing this member of the community, I considered that he
was not responsible or involved in this kind of business (or
these kind of dealings). They said (it was said) that yes,
he was involved, because he was the person most likely to
be, and besides he helped with money for Israel, depositing
part of his earnings in Israeli banks.

This "operation" was cancelled, however, because I
promised to find out who was involved in this business (the
arms deals - trans. note), but I was not able to find
anything to verify that such dealings, involving a member of
the community, existed at all.

Some time later we arrived at the conclusion that the
best thing would be to frighten the community by burning
some of their cars and placing signs saying that the Jews
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should stop the sale of arms to the dictator. It seemed .
like a good idea, and I would be in charge of getting
license plate numbers of the community members' cars. They
said they had already done that, but they wanted more
information.

I want to clarify that this operation only had to do
with intimidating the community and thus stop the flow of
arms from Israel. It was decided that the best place to
carry out this operation was the synagogue. The day and
hour when the cars were to be burned was planned. Those who
carried out the operation would do so without my
participation. It was logical that I wouldn't be able to
participate. With this, I tried to avoid a senseless act of
violence being committed against an innocent member of the
community, for I knew full well that the person was not a
participant in the arms sales.

The operation was carried out, but not as it was
planned. Instead of burning the cars, the synagogue was
assaulted and an intent was made to set fire to the doors.
A verbal message was also given to the congregation; I do
not know what the message was.

The next day I contacted my superior and protested the
fact that things were done differently from the plan. He
told me they weren't able to carry it out as planned, but
they didn't intend to harm anybody, just to scare them and .
make an impression on the Israeli government.

The impact was positive for the revolution since -
according to what was said, the Israeli Parliament took (the
incident) into consideration, and some members of the
community left the country.

Mauricio Palacios

Subscribed and sworn to me this 15th day of April 1985,
Chicago, Illinois

Notary Public
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QUOTES BY SANDINISTA OFFICIALS AND NEWSPAPERS
ON

JEWS, ISRAEL AND ZIONISM
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QUOTES FROM THE SANDINISTAS ON JEWS, ZIONISM AND ISRAEL

"Zionists from Wall Street, the U.S. Congress, and other
powerful sectors of the establishment install and depose
Presidents [and] determine fundamental aspects of foreign
and domestic policy."

- E1 Nuevo Diarjo, July 8, 1982.

"[Jews worship in] synagogues of Satan."
- El Nuevo Diario, July 15, 1982.

"Jews who crucified Jesus Christ...used the myth of G-d's
chosen people to massacre the Palestinian people without
mercy."

- El Nuevo Diario, July 15, 1982.

"The world's money, banking and finance are in the hands of
descendants of Jews, the eternal protectors of Zionism.
Consequently, controlling economic power, they control
polltlcal power as now happens in the United States."

- El Nuevo Diario, July 17, 1982-

"I remembered that it was the Levites in the synagogue who
crucified our Lord."

- Miguel D'Escoto, Washington Post, January 27, 1985.

"Like Jews, They Crucify With Prices"
- Headline, El Nuevo Diario, April 21, 1987.

On the Israeli invasion of Lebanon: "Never since the time of
Hitler has such mass genocide been witnessed."
- Miguel D'Escoto, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister, 1982.

On President Ronald Reagan's support for Israel: "[Reagan]
must have Jewish ancestry."

"We say to our brother Arafat that Nicaragua is his land and
the PLO cause is the cause of the Sandinistas.™
- Tomas Borge, Minister of the Interior of Nicaragua,
July 22, 1980.

"The only country with which our country never had any type
of relations, nor do we believe will have, is Israel."
- Managua Domestic Service, January 2, 1980;

"I let the [Sandinistas] know where...the Jewish people
would gather so that a little burning of the cars of these
Zionists could be done and tell them ‘all "JEWS GO HOME".
- Mauricio Palacio, a non-Jewish Sandinista informant
among the Jews of Nicaragua; April 15, 1986.
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