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c. Type A Light Infantry Brigade

They shall be reinforced primarily by:
-~ 76 or 85 mm artillery
-- antiaircraft artillerv {consisting of] portable antiaircraft complexes
-- SPG-9 antitank artillery
-- substantially improved infantry and support weaponry
Its principal units shall consist of:
-- four (4) light infantry battalions |
-- one (1) artillery group [consisting of] 76 or 85 mm guns
-- one (1) antitank artillery group having 57 mm guns
-- one (1) mixed antiaircraft artillery group having ZU-23-2 [units]
and portable antiaircraft co&plexes
d. Type B Light Infantry Brigade
Its principal gnits shall consist of:
-~ four (4) light infantry battalions -
Four (4) new infantry brigades will be formed. These will be distributéd
as f;llows:
- one (1) in the 1lst MR
- one (1) in the 5th MR
- two (2) in the 6th MR
e. Local Forces (Sandinista People's Militias)
The principal standard unit will be the local forces battalion and its
primary weapon will be the AKM rifle.
2. In the Air Force/Air Defense Forces
The principal units of these forces shall consist of:
a. Air Force |
-- a MIG-21B fighter/interceptor squadron
I

-- air detachments comprised of:

- squadrons of MI-25 fire support helicopters and MI-17 transport helicopters



. In

C.

- MI-17 transport helicopter squadrons
- a heavy transport squadron having AN-ZG and AN-12 aircraft
({or their] equivalent)
Radio Communications Troops
-- radio communications centers
-- a mobile radio communications company
Air Defense
~-- a self-propelled antiaircraft rocket regiment
-- antiaircraft regiments [comprised of]:
- 57 mm guns
- 37 mm guns and ZU-23-2 (units]
- small units armed.with portable antiaircraft rockets

the Sandinista Navy

squadrons of armed vessels with displacements of up to 400 tons, ranges of 1200-

1500 miles and artillery weapons no smaller than 57 mm
§q&adrons of patrol boats with~displaéements of 40-50 ﬁons
squadrons of minesweepers composed of two (2) or three (3) vessels each
squadrons of light hydrofoils composed of two (2) to three (3) vessels éach
radio communications complexes
repair bases
The Concept of the Functional Composition of the SPA Over the Period 1991-1995
Taking into account:
- existing units at the end of the five-year period 1986-1990
- the principal development trends over the five-vear period 1991-1995
- the national economy's forecasted capacities
the functional composition concept of the SPA's principal units, for the period
1991-1995, shall be the following:
1. In the ground forces‘

a. Combat units from the reserves of the High Command




-- one (1) mechanized infantry brigade

-- one (1) rocket artillery regiment comeised of three (3) BM-21 groups

-- one {1) antitank artillery regiment comprised of two (2) 100 mm (T-12A)
gun groups

-- one (1) antitank artillery group comprised of twelve (12) MALIUTKA [units]

-- one (1) self-propelled antiaircraft rocket regiment

ist Military Region

-- one (1) permanent infantry brigade

-- two (2) light assault battalions

-- ong (1) detachment of border security troops

-- five (5) Type B light infantry brigades

-~ one (1) 0;122 mm artillery group

-- one (1) mixed antitank group comprised of six (6) BRDM-transportable
MALTIUTKA {units] ([or their] equivalent) and six 100 mm (T-12A)
guns

~- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group consisting.of Zﬁ-23L2 {units] and
portable antiaircraft rocket units

-- forty-two (42) local forces battalions (Sandinista People's Militias)

distributed over all its territory

. 2nd Military Region

-- one (1) mechanized infantry brigade

-- one (1) permanent infantry brigade

-- one (1) detachment of border security troops

-- five (5) Type A light infantry brigades

-- one (1) field artillery regiment consisting of three (3) 130 mm gun groups

--)one (1) BM-21 rocket artillery group .

-- one (1) antitank artillerv group comprised of six (6) BRDM-transportable
MALTUTKA [units] ([or their] equivalent) and six (6) 100 mm (T-12A)

guns



-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group with ZU-23-2 [units] and portable
antiaircraft rocket units )

-- seventy-three (73) local forces battalions (Sandinista People's Militias)
distributed over all its territory

3rd Military Region

-- two (2) permanent infantry brigades

-- one (1) regular infantry brigade (with the equipment of a permanent infantry
brigade) |

-- six (6) Type A light infantry brigades

-- one (1) field artillery regiment consisting of three (3) CO-152 mm
gun groups

-- one (1) BM-21 rocket artillery group

-- one (1) antitank artillery regiment consisting of two (2)_100 mm (T-12A)
gun groups and one (1) group of twelve (12) MALIUTKA [units]

-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group.equipped with ZU-23-2 [units]
and portable antiaircraft rocget [unitsi

-- one hundred twenty-three (123) local forces battalions (Sandinista
People's Militias) within the city limits of-the capital and over the rest
of the territory of the 3rd MR

4th Military Regicn

-- one (1) detachment of border security troops

-- five (5) Tvpe A light infantry brigades

-- one (1) 76 mm gun artillery group

-- one (1) 57 mm gun antitank artillery group

-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group equipped with ZU-23-2 and portable
antiaircraft rocket units

-- seventy-six (76) local forces battalions (Sandinista People's Militias)
distributed throughout its territory |

Sth Military Region

-- three (3) unconventional warfare battalions



-- four (4) light assault battalions

-- one (1) detachment of border security.£roops

-- two (2) Tvpe A light infantry brigades

-~ four (4) Type B light infantry brigades

-- one (1) 0-122 mm [gﬁn] artillery group

-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group equipped with'ZU-23—2 and portable
antiaircraft rocket units

-- forty-two (42) local forces battalions (Sandinista People's Militias) .
distributed over all its territory

6th Military Region-

-- three (3) unconventional warfare battalions

-- four (4) light assault battalions

-- one (1) detachment of border security troops

-- two (2) Type A light infantry brigades

-- five (3) Type B light infantry brigades

-- One (1) 0-122 mm [gun] artille;y gréup

-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group equipped with ZU-23-2 and portable
antiaircraft rocket units

-- fifty-three (53) local forces battalions deployed throughout zll
its territory

7th Military Region

-- one (1) permanent infantry brigade

-- one (1) detachment of border security troops

-- one (1) Type B light infantry brigade

-- one (1) 0-122 mm [gun] artillery group

-- one (1) antitank artiilery group comprised of six (6) BRDM-transportable
MALIUTKA (units| ([or their] equivalent) and six (6) 100 mm guns

-- one (1) antiaircraft artillery group equipped with ZU-23-2 and portable |

antiaircraft rocket {units]
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-- twenty (20) local forces battalions (Sandinista People's Militias)

-

deployed throughout its territory

. SAF/AD

-- one (1) MIG-2! fighter/interceptor squadron
-- three (3) air detachments deployed as follows:
- one (1) in the 3rd MR,.comprised of four (4) helicopter Squédrons
- one (1) in the 5th MR, comprised of two (2) helicopter squadrons
- one (1) in the 6th MR, comprised of two (2) helicopter'squadrons |
-- one (1) heavy transport squadron . }
-- two (2) antiaircraft artillery regiments i
- one (1) equipped with 57 mm antiaircraft guns
- one (1) equipped with 37 mm guns and ZU-23-2 units
-- one (1) C-125 antiaircraft rocket regiment
-- radio communications troops
- ten (10) radio communications centers
- one (1) mobiie'radio commﬁnications‘bompany
-- combat supply units
-- one (1) technical services unit

-- other units

. The Sandinista Navy

-- one (1) Pacific naval district

one (1) squadron of armed vessels with 400-ton displacements

- one (1) minesweeper squadron

- one (1) squadron of light motor launches, each displacing 40-50 tons
- one (1) 85 or 100 mm [gun] antiaircraft artillery regiment

- cne (1) radio commurications company

- four {4) coastal surveillance posts

- one (1) repair base

-- one (1) naval sector in SAN JUAN DEL SUR



- one (1) radio communications company
- two (2) 85 or 100 mm antiaircraft gun batteries
- two (2) coastal surveillance posts

- one (1) Atlantic naval district

one (1) squadron of armed vessels, each displacing up to 400 tons

- one (1) minesweeper squadron i

- one (1) light motor launch squadron, each vessel displacing 40-50 tons
- four (4) coastal surveillance posts

- one (1) radio communications battalion

- one (1) repair base

- two (2) naval infantry companies

D. PRELIMINARY GUIDELINES FOR THE EQUIPMENT AND TECHNICO-MATERIAL SUPPCRT OF THE SPA

FOR THE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 1991-1995
. . o
1. Over the peéiod 1991-1995; the principal efforts toward equipping !
the SPA with arms and technology shall be aimed at:

-- introducing new weaponry and technical support responsive to
SPA modernization and in line with its functional improvement
over the period 1991-1995

-- in keeping with scientific and technical progress in the fields of arms
technology and equipment, continuing to effect {systematic] technical
replacements in the SPA's main units

-- on an annual or as needed basis, continuing the systematic replacement
of arms and systems to be listed as‘real SPA losses, owing to their
regular use or combat action

-- continuing the development of the infrastructure, equipmeht and
training of qualified personnel, thus enabling the ground forces
and SPA armed forces personnel to continue consolidating and

expanding the country's capacity to provide mid-level and general



technical maintenance and repair in the fields of weapons

-

transportation, communications, [in the] Air Force and [in]
the Navy.
the preliminary arms and technical support order, for the five-year
period 1991-1995, resulting from the improvement and strengthening
of the SPA is attached to and forms part of tﬁis document.
Stemming from the improvement of the SPA, over the five-year period
1991-1995, the followingjguidelines are established for supplying arms
and technical support to the following specialties:
a. Arms and Munitions
- infantry weapons
-~ to-maintain at base level, those weapon models in the inventory
for the period 1988-1990, for the principal SPA units up to the
level of a Type B light infantry brigade
-- in keeping with scientific and technical advances in the field
of inféntry'weapoAs. to introduce [new systems] which, owing
to their technical and tactical features, might be used by
our special-purpose units, special forces and other SPA units
-- to introduce the AK-74 .545 cal rifle into the unconventional
warfare units programmed for the five-year period 1991-1995
and into the special forces units
-- to introduce the RPG-9 antitank rocket launcher into the per-
manent SPA units operating in the Pacific Theater of Operations
-- to continue transferring older weapon models to local forces
units
- land-based artillery weapons
-- to introduce new weapon models, from the stocks already
extant within the:SPA, such as:
- 122 mm self-propelled howitzers into the mechanized infantry

brigades



- 130 mm guns for the artillery regiment of the 2nd MR

-- to introduce the T-12A 160 mm antitank gun into antitank
regiments and mixed antitank groups 6f the SPA's principal
units

-~ to introduce MALIUTKA guided antitank missiles, to operate
in conjunction with T-12A 100 mm gun antitank batteries and
groups, into the antitank regiments and mixed antitank groups
of the SPA's pr;mary units

~- to expand the number of BM-21 rocket artillery groups

-- to increase the numbér of D30 122 mm howitzer groups

-- for the five year period 1991-1995, to augment the antitank
capability of the Type A light infantry brigades via the
création of D-48 85 mm .or ZIS-3 76 mm [gun] antitank groups

antiair;raft artillery weapons

.

-- to continue the introduction and wide distribution of
*

new ﬁodels_of portable ahtiaircraff complexes

-- to create a medium-range self-propelled antiaircraft rocket
regiment for the reserves of the High Command

-- to introduce C-10 rocket batteries into the antiaircraft
artillery groups of the mechanized infantry brigades of the
High Command's reserves and the 2nd MR

-- to enhance the antiaircraft capability of Type A light infantry
brigades via the creation of antiaircraft artillery groups
equipped with ZU-23-2 and portable antiaircraft rocket units

-- to enhance the antiaircraft capability along the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts by employing 85 or 100 mm [gun] antiaircraft
batteries

infantry, land-based artillery, tank, antiaircraft artillery,

aviation and naval munitions

-- for the period 1991-1995, to maintain the levels (in terms of




munitions units) established within the SPA for all components
b. Tanks and Transport Vehicles
- tanks and armored transports
-- to retain the T-55 tank during the functional improvement
of the SPA, over the period 1991-1995
-- to increase the number of BTR-70PB armored transports
in the rest of the SPA's mechanized and permanent infantry
brigades
-- to shift existing SPA inventories of BTR-60PB and BTR-152
[vehicles] to the permanent infantry battalions '
-- the quantities reflected in the draft of the preliminary order,
for the five-year period 1991-1995, essentiﬁlly réfer to:
- the T-55 tank companies operating alongside the mechanized
infantry battalions
- the BTR-70P§ armored transport companies accompanying the
T-55 tank battaiions
- the programmed round&ng out of T-55 tank and BTR-70PB
[armored transport inventories], as a result of the
functional improvements over the five-year period
1991-1995
- transport vehicles, artillery-towing vehicles and vehicles
for conventional technical support to construction and military
engineering
-- during the five-year period 1991-1995, to continue the
[systematic] replacement of the transport vehicle inventory
-- the introduction of new transport vehicle models into the SPA,
such as:

- the UAZ diesel-powered transport vehicle

- the ZIL diesel-powered transport vehicle



-- to forecast the introduction of artillery-towing vehicles, commen-
surate with their deliverf, for the five-year period 1991-1995
- special-purpose vehicles and mobile workshops
-- to continue supplying the SPA 2nd rounding out it§ inventories
with new models of special-purpose and mobile workshop vehicles
for various specialties N
c. Military Engineering
Over the period 1991-1995, the principal guidelines concerning
the engineering and chemical services troops will be:
-- special-purpose and conventional engineering technical support
- to continue furnishing the SPA's principal permanent units with
special-purpose and conventional engineering and chemical
services technical support which, in line with technological
advances, is responsive to key missions involving engineering

and chemical services technical support in conventional and
uncon;entional warfare
- to furnish the principal engineering units with tracked and
wheeled bulldozers
- to introduce improved MTU-20 bridge-laying units into the
mechanized units
- in the principal engineering units of the SPA, to increase
[available]| means for negotiating PTS-type obstacles
- engineering munitions
-~ to continue supplying SPA units with plastic engineering
munitions with safety mechanisms for their installation
-- to supply the SPA with antitank and antipersonnel mines,
enabling it to increase obstacle density to 1-1.5 at the

principal territorial defense sites

-- to continue supplying special-purpose and unconventional



warfare units with special-purpose nines of all types as

well as with industrial demolition charges

-- to introduce the OMP-25000 jet-propelled flamethrower
into the prime combat units in the Pacific sectors

engineering and chemical services equipment

-- to increase the amount of individual p;otective gear so as to
achieve a 507 level of gas mask supply

-- to increase the amount of skin protection gear so as to
achieve a 107 supply level

-- to introduce explosive substance detectors into the small
engineering units

~- to ‘introduce low-yield [ordnance] detonators, equal to or
better than existing ones (KPM-3)

-- to replace existing camouflage netting with plastic camouflage
netting {TRANSLATOR'S NOfE: Cf., "enmascaramiento'" -
”qamouflaée"]

-- to introduce surveillance devices with greater range (PIR-20)

-- to replace obstacle set up and clearance systems with more
technologically advanced ones

-- to supply engineering units with water storage gear having

greater capacity and constructed of better material

d. Communications

-- in the small communications units, to maintain, at base level,

those items reflected in the supplemental order for 1988-1990
in line with the technological development of means of
communication, over the five-year period 1991-1995, to introduce
new systems which, owing to tbeir specific characteristics,

}

can be adapted to the missions carried out by the SPA's principal,

permanent, light, unconventional warfare and special-purpose units




-- to increase the use and supply of R-liS radio communications
stations as well as E-350 mobile workshops

. to expand clandestine telephone and-telegraph communications-
networks at the level of the military regions and Type A and B
light infantry brigades .

-- to continue building the infrastructure for regional workshops.
and the equipment and training of technical personnel and qualified
engineers, thus enabling this specialty to develop the capacity
for maintenance and mid-level and general repair of communications
gear in SPA units

e. Rear Guard Services

-- Over the period 1991-1995, the principal efforts of material,

technical and medical [support] shall be aimed at:
- continuing to raise the levels of support in the following
areas:
clothing
'provisions
fuels and lubricants
medical services
transportation
[support] for the units of the SPA
- continuing and, in some cases, initiating the’buildup of
di.ferent reserves of materiel and medical supplies
- continuing the [systematic] upgrade of the rear guard services
and transportation specialties
- continuing the creation of the infrastructure, the equipment
and the training of personnel for:
-- the ceatval fugls laboratories as well as for {the fuel
laboratories of other] armed forces units

-- the clothing and footwear manufacturing workshop



-- the workshops for thg maintenance and repair of

special-purpose equip;ent and rear guard transport vehicles
continuing the construction of storage facilities in the units
of the SPA, at various levels, and for the diverse goods of

the rear guard service units.
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- lethal aid for Nicaraguan resistang - .
April 24: House rejects aid™ proposal

tuLe.

"Ortega’s Subwc.,_
. wj this turn of events.
¢ »»paign including: dir.
« the declassification ot «

about Sandinista:activitics .
orceful address to the nat101
d

MaJor events in Amencan-Nlcaraguan re-

lations since 1985 illustrate how American
~ policymakers have overlooked (and possibly
“facilitated) the systematlc construction of an
armed commumst state in Nlcaragua i

YTy 83 1'

' 1988 .. _—
Apnl 23 Senate passes $14 mlllgo, in non-

213-215 after President Reagan chooses not

to advocate aid in national speech and talks

instead about the deficit.

April 28: N icaraguan President Danlel Or-

tega flies to Moscow, meets with Soviet Gen-
eral Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. (Mr. Or-

" tega gets $400 million in Soviet aid.) .

April 30-May 10: Daniel Ortega visits
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Poland and East Berlin,
gaining an additional $200 million in aid.

June 6: Senate votes 55-42 for $38 million
in non-military aid to Ni icaraguan resistance
over two years.

June 10: Daniel Ortega offers a cease-fire,
an end to press censorship and the lifting of
the state of emergency if the United States
does not aid the democratic resistance.

June 12: House votes 248-184 for $27 mil-
lion in humanitarian aid to resistance.

June 13: Daniel Ortega promises to “re-
double efforts to crush the mercenaries.”

Dec. 31: Soviet blo¢ ‘military aid for the
year to the Sandinistas totals $280 million.

1986
March 20: House defeats aid to the resis-

tance 210-222; House Speaker Tip O’Neill

leads opposition.

March 22-24: Two Sandinista battalions in-
vade Honduras with heavy artillery and
Soviet-built helicopter gunships, penetrating
11 miles to attack a resistance training camp.

March 25: Mr. O’Neill, comments on San-
dinista invasion. Calls Daniel Ortegaa “bum-
bling, incompetent, Marxist-Leninist com-
munist.”

June 25: House passes $100 million in aid
for the freedom fighters, 221-209. _

June 26-July 4: Sandinistas shut down the
independent newspaper La Prensa, clamp
down on the church, exile two important
church figures. Pope John Paul II deplores
actions as from the “dark ages.”

Dec. 31: Soviet bloc military aid to the
Sandinistas for the year totals $600 million.

_ 1987
July 14: Support for Nicaraguan resis-
tance’ grows following Oliver North’s testi-

mony in the Iran-Contra hearings. .
* - July 24: President Reagan says tide has

turned in favor of contras.
Aug. 4: White House unveils Wright-
Reagan plan, which offers Sandinistas a

cease-fire and negotiations in exchange for .

democratic reforms and removal of foreign

troops. If Sandinistas fail to comply, admin--

istration will request and House will vote on
new aid after Sept. 30 deadline.

Aug. 7: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua sign the
Arias plan, a regional settlement termed fa-
tally flawed by President Reagan because it
required a cutoff of American aid to the Nica-
raguan resistance prior to democratization

Al
w . . [ L
" Cnrr) et

i L
and W1thout elimifation: of Communist-bloc

military aid to the Sandinistas. Arias plan-
-calls for-democratization, amnesty,-cease-

fires and internal dialogue and reconcili-

“ation. Compliance date of Nov. § is set.
© + Aug. 9: Speaker Jim Wright abandons
. Wright-Reagan plan, endorses Arias plan.

Aug. 15: In Nicaragua, democratic groups

;hold march to test San 1msta willingness to
‘open up polmcal systent. A leader of human

rights commission and a leader of demo-

cratic opposition are jailed.
- Oct. 31-Nov. 4: Daniel Ortega fhes to Mos- -
_‘cow, with stopover in Cuba to meet with Fidel

Castro. He sits with Warsaw Pact leaders at
official celebrations of Soviet.Union’s 70th

“anniversary, meets with General Secretary
' Mikhail Gorbachev to discuss new Soviet aid

package for Sandinistas. He gives speech in

Moscow declaring that “the October [1917]

victory made the scientific theory of Marx
and Engels a reality, executed by the creativ-
ity, audacity and firmness of Lenin’s ge-
nius.... The tractors, the medicines, the
food, the oil and the weapons which you send
us form an integral part of the defense of
revolutionary power in Nicaragua.”

Nov. S: Sandinistas fail to meet deadline
for compliance with Arias plan; deadline is

pushed back to January. Daniel Ortega prom-. -

ises liberalization.
Dec. 12: Sandinista Defense Minister

.Humberto Ortega reveals plans for a massive

military buildup in Nicaragua, including ad-
vanced MiG fighter planes, artillery mis-
siles, tanks and armored vehicles, and a
600,000-man army. He says Nicaragua has
hundreds if not thousands of officers being
trained in Soviet bloc countries. The defense
minister’s aide, Maj. Roger Miranda, had
previously revealed these plans. Mr. Miranda
said that in the event of an American invasion
the Sandinistas would regionalize the war by
(among other things) dropping bombs on
Costa Rica. Plans also called for the San-
dinistas to sign new military agreements
with the Soviets in the new year. Mr. Miranda
was kept under wraps by the Reagan admin-
istration during the summit — which pro-
duced no breakthroughs on the issue of re-
gional conflicts — so as not to disturb
Reagan-Gorbachev talks.

Dec. 13: Daniel Ortega gives speech say-
ing that even if the Sandinistas lose an elec-
tion, “the Sandinista Front will hand over
government, not power.” .

Dec. 14: Mr. Wright, angered by the re-
marks of the Ortega brothers and noting a
shift in Congressional attitudes toward the
resistance, remarks that “the Sandinistas
have had a history of snatching defeat from
the jaws of victory”

Dec. 15: The president jeopardizes chan-
ces for passage of $9 million in humanitarian
aid to the Nicaraguan freedom fighters by
mentioning unofficial and unconfirmed as-
surances by General Secretary Gorbachev
that the Soviet Union will stop sending mili-
tary aid to Nicaragua.

Dec. 16: Congressional conferees discuss
a “compromise” agreement to send $5-6 mil-
lion in humanitarian aid to the resistance,
with a stipulation that the CIA send no weap-
ons secretly. Soviet bloc military aid to the

. Sandinistas totals $425 million for the year,

$2.1 billion since 1979.
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Not a comprehensive policy statement
Bureau of Public Affairs ® Department of State

-
A quick reference aid on U.S foreign relations

Central America: US Policy November 1987
Background: Central America comprises Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. (Historically Panama and Belize

have not been included with the other five 1isthmus countries,) Us
policy there embodies the goals President Reagan enunciated to Congress
on April 27, 1983: to support democracy, reform, freedom, human rights,
and equitable economic development; to promote dialogue within and
among Central American countries in order to resolve differences
peacefully; and to support the region's security against those who seek
to spread tyranny by force.

National Bipartisan Commission on Central America: In 1984 this
Presidential commission concluded that the region's crisis was acute,
resulting from indigenous historical factors, and that internal reform,
even revolution, did not threaten the US, although outside intervention
had added a threatening East-West dimension; that the US had a
strategic and moral obligation to support democratic development there;
that the crisis must be addressed at once in all its social, econonic,
political, and external subversion aspects; that we should help, but
the Central Americans must find their own solutions; and that we must
make a long-term, bipartisan commitment to a coherent policy. These
conclusions have been embodied in legislation reflecting wide
bipartisan support and remain valid today.

Central America Democracy, Peace, and Development Initiative: This
1984 initiative 1implements the commission's recommendations through
executive, legislative, and private sector actions,. congress has

approved funding at levels close to the commission's recommendations
and Administration requests to support social, economic, and political
development together with the necessary security.

Social development: We have worked with friendly governments to
promote greater human rights observance. Although abuses are
declining, the objective of both US and Central American democrats 1is
to eliminate them completely. Our Administration of Justice Program is
helping to strengthen judicial systems and to promote equity,
efficiency, and human rights. Other US programs promote land reform
and help to meet housing, education, and health needs.

Economic development: The economies of the Central American
democracies have stabilized since suffering severe declines between
1979-82. The Nicaraguan economy continues to deteriorate, High levels
of US economic assistance to the democracies--more than $1 billion in
1987 alone--contributes to stabilization and recovery. US assistance
supports comprehensive economic adjustment programs that set the stage
for sustained per capita growth.

Security: Although only about 20% of US aid to Central America is for
military purposes (in 1987, $190 million), security assistance 1is
essential to defend friendly governments from subversion, originating



in or aided by Nicaragua and encouraged and assisted by Cuba and the
Soviet Union. One use of such military funds has been the training of
public security forces, This program is successful in
professionalizing the security forces of the recipient countries and in
instilling greater respect for human rights.

Movement toward democracy: Promoting democracy 1is the  primary
objective of US policy in Central America, and US policy, programs, and
official statements have contributed to the resurgence of democracy in
the region. Specific programs have helped to support democratic
leadership training, intercountry cooperation among democratic
political parties, educational exchanges, and scholarships. The most
encouraging developments have been the strengthening of democratic
institutions and growing cooperation among the democracies. Four out
of the five countries now enjoy democratic government, and all of those
countries share the US view that democracy 1is essential to peace,
security, and stability in Central America.

Guatemala Agreement: With the wunveiling of Costa Rican President
Arias' proposals for peace 1in February 1987, the peace process in
Central America picked up momentum. This led to the eventual signing
of the Guatemala Agreement on August 7 by all five Central American
presidents. The agreement calls for the simultaneous implementation of
a series of mutual obligations: cease-fire, democratization, non-use
of territory for attack on other states, amnesty, and cessation of aid
to irregular forces. Security issues will be considered under the 1983
Contadora Act; the National Reconciliation Commissions and Verification
and Follow-up Commissions are responsible for certifying compliance.

The US supports this movement toward peace in the region, but the true
test will lie in the agreement's implementation. Only 1if the
signatories are  held to a simultaneous implementation of all
commitments--including democracy in Nicaragua--will the agreement bring
peace and democracy to the region.

Nicaraguan resistance: Nicaraguan resistance forces have been able to
apply substantial pressure on the Sandinistas in recent years. This
pressure, combined with the economic turmoil experienced in Nicaragua,
brought the Sandinistas to the bargaining table. Continued pressure is
essential to force the Sandinistas to comply fully with the agreement.
Nicaragua has served as a destabilizing force since the Sandinistas
came to power in 1979, and destabilization in Central America 1is a
security threat to the US.

Harriet Culley, Editor (202) 647-1208
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H. J. RES. 444 (211-219)
ASSISTANCE TO THE NICARAGUAN DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE

Democrat Yeas (47) Republican Nays (12)

Barnard (GA)
Bennett (FL)
Bevill (AL)
Byron (MD)
Chapman (TX)
Chappell (FL)
Darden (GA)
Dowdy (MS)
English (OK)
Erdreich (AL)
Fascell (FL)
Flippo (AL)
Gibbons (FL)
Grant (FL)
Hall, R. (TX)
Harris (AL)
Hatcher (GA)
Hayes (LA)
Hubbard (KY)
Huckaby (LA)
Hutto (FL)
Jenkins (GA)
Leath (TX)
Lipinski (IL)
Lloyd (TN)
Mollohan (WV)
Montgomery (MS)
Murtha (PA)
Nelson (FL)
Nichols (AL)
Ortiz (TX)
Patterson (SC)
Pepper (FL)
Pickett (VA)
Ray (GA)
Robinson (AR)
Roemer (LA)
Sisisky (VA)
Skelton (MO)
Smith, L. (FL)
Stenholm (TX)
Stratton (NY)
Tallon (SC)
Tauzin (LA)
Thomas (GA)
Watkins (OK)

Wilson (TX)

Boehlert (NY)
Conte (MA)
Green (NY)
Henry (MI)
Horton (NY)
Houghton (NY)
Jeffords (VT)
Leach (Ia)
Morella (MD)
Schneider (RI)
Shays (CT)
Tauke (IA)

No Vote:

Biaggi (D-NY)
Daniel (D-Va)
(deceased)
Jones, E. (D-TN)
Lightfoot (R-IA)
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BY
CLYDE PARNSWORTH

The New York Times story is grossly inaccurate and misrepresents
the reports in question.

The U.S. Government is opposed to Soviet membership in GATT, IMF,
and other free world economic institutions because Soviet policies
and practices are fundamentally incompatible with and hostile to
the purposes of those institutions. We do not see such changes
in Soviet policy that would persuade us to consider a change in
our own. Both reports state this policy clearly:

1988 report -- “"Market economies only flourish where
freedom and individual rights are encouraged . . . the
Soviet economic system remains at this point fundamentally

. incompatible with participation in free-world institutions.
Policy statements must be translated into positive actions
before such participation can be considered."”

As to the relationship between Soviet human rights conditions,
such as refusal to allovw freedom of emigration, and our economic

policies toward the USSR, a clear linkage exists in our law and
in our policy. This has not changed and will not change.
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POLITICS IN LATIN AMERICA: AN UNEASY IAI.ANCE

GUATEMALA: Christian Democrat
1 Vinicio Cerezo, inaugurated Jan.,
986, is the country's first civilian
president in 16 years. Political
violence under previous military
governments was blamed for
thousands of deaths and
disappearances.

EL SALVADOR: Ruled by Army officers
from 1931 through 1980, with one
four-month exception. Reformist junta
initiated land reform and held elections in
the early '80s. Jose Napoleon Duarte
became the country’s first constitutionally
elected president in over 50 years in 1984

BELIZE: Granted independence from Great
Britain Sept., 1981. Queen Elizabeth, the
head of state, is represented by Governor
General Minita Gordon.
HONDURAS: Inauguration of President
Jose Azcona in Jan., 1986 marked the

first time in more than 50 years that one
elected civilian succeeded another as

chief executive

NICARAGUA: Coalition dominated by leftist
Sandinista National Liberation Front took
power July, 1979, ending 43 years of
Somoza family rule. Sandinistas have since
consolidated their power and taken control of
the government

COSTA RICA: Democratic republic led by
Qscar Arias who won the presidency in 1986
only the second time since 1948 that the

candidate of the party in power was elected.

PANAMA: Nicolas Ardito Barletta, who
won the country’s first direct presidential
elections in 16 years, was forced to
resign last year 11 months after taking
power. His successor, President Eric
Arturo Delvalle, has been increasingly
overshadowed by military commander

G | Antomo N

ENEZUELA: President Jaime Lusinchi
won the 1983 presidential election with |
he largest electoral majority in the
ountry's 25 years of uninterrupted
onstitutional rule

ECUADOR: Nearly a decade of rule
b military governments during the
'60s and '70s ended with the
adoption of a new constitution in
1978. Conservative President Leon
Ii'glgzs-Cordero took office in Aug., -

1 COLOMBIA: Politically moderate Virgilio
arco Vargas elected May 25, 1986.
ecent rise in violence both by and -
gainst the leftist opposition.

BRAZIL: Ruled by military leaders from
1964-1979. Political liberalization extended
by Joao Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo,
1979-1985. Direct elections not permitted
when electoral college chose president in
1985. Constitution now amended to provide
or popular election of president

PERU: President Alan Garcia,

inaugurated in July, 1985, became-
‘the country’s first elected president
to take power from another elected
leader in 40 years

BOLIVIA: Social reformer Victor Paz .
Estenssoro sworn in Aug., 1985, the first
time in more than 20 years that power
changed hands from one constitutionally

| elected government to another.

PARAGUAY: No effective challenge
to the rule of Prasident Gen. Alfredo
Stroessner, who assumed power in |

May, 19 54, RGENTINA: President Raul

Dec., 1983, ending seven years of
ule by a m|lntary junta. The junta
as discredited because of alleged
orruption, htiman rights abuses
nd the failure of the Falkiand
slands campaign.

+ Ruled by civilian-military
| governments during the 1970s. Armed
forces announced a new plan for civilian
ule following a plebiscite in 1980.
Pga&dent Julio Maria Sanguinetti elected i in

CHILE: Ruled by military junta.
President Augusto Pinochet
assumed power Sept., 1973. State
of siege reimpased Sept 7, 1986.
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Salvadoran Students
Insult Duarte,
Burn U.S. Flag

United Press International

SAN SALVADOR, Nov. 11—
University students today hurled
rocks and insults at President Jose
Napoleon Duarte, burned Uncle
Sam in effigy and set fire to a U.S,
flag in one of the nation’s strongest
anti-American protests in years,

“Duarte, murderer,” shouted
“about 500 students of the Natjonal
University.

Duarte was visiting the univer-
sity to evaluate damage to the cam-
pus.in last month’s earthquakes, but
the visit was cut short when the
disturbances began.

Duarte is one of Central Amer-
ica’s staunchest U.S. allies. The

- government receives $1.5 million a

d%r in U.S. military and economic
aid.

As Duarte and his entourage left
the campus, a small band of stu-
dents shouted, “Duarte, you have
hurt the university more ‘than the
earthquake did.”

. Duarte was president of a rulmg
junta when security forces closed
and looted the university in 1981, It
reopened in 1984.

Meanwhile, two human rights
groups reported that soldiers took
away 10 villagers after an Army
colonel forced children to identify
the voices on a tape confiscated
from foreign reporters.

The tape was played to the chil-
dren in the school at San Jose las
Flores, in northern Chalatenango
province, by the local commander,
Col. Jesus de Nativdad Caceres, on
Nov. 3, they said.

Seven men suspected of having

links with leftist guerrillas were
taken awav that dav and thres mare
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As Aid Resumes, U.S. Hopes Contras

Can Be ‘Viable Alterna

By Joe Pichirallo

Washington Post Staff Writer

With resumption of U.S. military
aid to Nicaraguan rebels, State De-
partment officials have expressed
optimism that the counterrevolu-
tionaries, or contras, can establish a
“viable alternative” to the leftist
Sandinista government.

Over the next year, the contras’
military arm must break down into
small guerrilla bands that can strike
throughout Nicaragua, and the po-
litical wing must get its message
across inside and outside the coun-
try, U.S. officials said in interviews
on the insurgents’ short-term goals.

“Up to now, no one really be-
lieved they had a chance of forcing
change in Nicaragua,” said a State
Department official.

Congressional critics, however,
said they view the new.$100 million
contra aid package as increasing the
possibility of direct U.S. military in-
tervention. The critics also said
that the contras’ image here may be
difficult to improve while several
military command positions are
held by officers of the late Ni-
caraguan dictator Anastasio So-
moza’s National Guard.

State Department officials said
the administration must keep its
goals realistic and persuade Con-
gress and the public that fundamen-

tal governmental change in Nica- -

ragua will take years.

The admunistration's long-rangé
goals are to force the Sandinistas/to
relinquish control or democratize’the
government, halt repression of the

madia and allaur nnlitical An itinn

that, during the next year, the con-
tras must increase the size of their
military force, demonstrate skill as
guerrilla fighters, present a unified
political front and show that they
can operate in wider areas of -the
country, including the cities, rather
than along just the southern and

“This is a political struggle . . .!Z)é
Nicaraguan people will not take
chances until they know there/s an
alternative,” a department/éf‘ficial
. itary success is @ crucial
part of that\ [But] the resigtance has
to project a\vision of thé future of
Nicaragua to\the Nicaraguan peo-
ple.
The centerpiese ¢f the renewed
push is the $100 m{llion aid package
recently approv Congress. It
k:s $70 milliod for \weapons and
other military assistanice and $30
million for ngnlethal aid.
The law.establishes new ground
rules for 11.S. involvement
insurgents, Until it took effect late
last month, the U.S. government,
including the Central Intelligeyce
Agency, had been prohibited
two years from providing mulitar
aid or direction to the contras.
~ The controversy surrounding the
downing Oct. 5 of a C123K cargo
plane over Nicaragua, which led to
the capture of American crew mem-
ber Eugene Hasenfus, centers on
whether administration officials vi-
olated the ban on military 2id to the
contras then in effect.
Administration officials have said
that the U.S. government was not
involved with the downed plane or

/
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als said the CIA has been given
responsibility for day-to-day pro-
gram management.

By law, the State Department is
in charge of supervising and coor-
dinating the policy; Assistant Sec-
retary of State Elliott Abrams will
direct the program.

At least two interagency groups,

consisting of representatives of the
CIA, the State and Defense depart-.
ments and the National Security
Council, have been established to
coordinate the policy.

In addition, officials said, the De-
fense Department is expected to
provide personnel to help train the
rebels and could be asked to pro-
vide planes and other equipment to
enable the CIA to ferry supplies to
contras in Central America.

Abrams’ aide, Robert Kagan, is
to work closely with the United Ni-
caraguan Opposition, the main
contra alliance, in helping to min-
imize internal strife among top
contra leaders and to devise a co-
herent political strategy.

Kagan also is to chair a depart-
ment working group that will help
administer $3 million allotted for
supervision of contra observance of
human rights standards.

“The days of shooting prisoners
are over,” a State Department of-
ficial said. In addition, the official
id, the resistance fighters when
y go into various parts of the
couqgtry must treat the people well.

State Department officials said

mact AR tha ald weill kA cmaoz3o .o






STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

WHAT WE BELIEVE

The friends of democracy are gaining strength in Central
America, and they need and want our help.

Many in our country have too long believed that the only choice
for the people of Central America is between traditional, authoritar-
ian systems and a violent, repressive new revolutionary order. But
during recent ysars it has become clear that there is a powerful
desire for democracy among the peoples of this region. This aspira-
tion is increasingly refiected in their institutions.

In E1 Salvador, huge numbers of citizens turned out in four elec-

,tim since 1982. They elected Jose Napoleon Duarte as the country's

- new President — a President who has vowed to protect the rights
of his people, and has taken important steps to do so.

Democracy has taken hold in Honduras and Panama. In these
* countries, and in El Salvador, the military increasingly accepts the
principle of civilian government and has worked to strengthen the
processes of civilian, democratic rule. Even Guatemala, which has
had some harsh military regimes, has shown recent signs of pro-
gress toward democracy, including a peaceful Constituent
,  Assembly election with a large turnout in 1984. And Costa Rica has
for many years been amang the few fully democratic societies out-
side of the industrialized world.

But many threats still cloud the prospect of progress. Poverty,
illiteracy and disease are still widespread, and for some time to
come will create a desperation that is easily exploited by violent and
extreme forces. In some countries, remnants of the older order and
its henchmen use violent and unjust means to try to retain their
power. Even more dangerous is the threat from the local totalitarian
left in Central America which, with Soviet and Cuban support, is
now tightening its hold on Nicaragua, carrying out guerrilla and ter-
rorist attacks in other countries of the region, and building unpre-
cedented military forces.

o

We believe that the citizens of the United States have a profound
moral and strategic stake in the victory of democracy in Central
America. We believe that either democracy will overcome this chal-
lenge, or the region will sink back into repression and violence. [f

the hope for democracy is extinguished, the result will be more -

brutality and repression than the region has yet known. This in turn
will threaten the security and the values of all Americans.

How can we best respond to these dangers? Among us there
may be differing views over how our social and economic assis-
1ance to the region should be employed — but we all agree that sig-
nificant amounts of such aid are needed. There may be differences

over the ways in which U.S. military assistance should be imple-
mented — but we agree that unless the security of these societies
is defended, social and economic assistance is futile.

We all agree that the democratic forces of the region must be
encouraged and assisted. For too long Americans have debated
economic and military strategies while neglecting the political
dimension of the problem.

It is not difficult to determine who is to be included among those
democratic forces. They now include the governments of Costa
Rica, Honduras, EI Salvador and Panama, and the democratic polit-
ical forces of Nicaragua. They include independent businessmen
and their organizations, workers affiliated with free unions, the
Roman Catholic Church and other retigious groups, professional
and other private sector groups. They include the political parties
that have participated in democratic elections and accepted the
results. These are tested opponents of totalitarianism and oli-
garchy. and this fist is only a beginning.

WHAT WE DO

We are joining the debate in the United States, which has too
often been swayed by those who believe that the region is not ready
for democracy, or that the United States cannot act constructiveiy
in the region.

We distribute facts and information about the democratic
struggle in the region and in specific countries, through:

¢ Mail campaigns to build a grass-roots network throughout
the United States to use our materials and speakers in local
communities; '

e Pamphlets, articles, educational materials, films;

o Press conferences and briefings on current developments
and issues of timely interest and concern;

e Visits by Central American leaders to speak to public gather-
ings, the media, the Congress and government officials,
organizations and religious groups, at the national and local
level,;

e Visits to Central America for first hand observation and study
by U.S. citizens and leaders who talk and write about their
experiences in their communities, organizations and the
media;

¢ Special events — conferences, forum meetings, teach-ins;

e A Speakers' Bureau, making available informed spokesmen
to organizations, churches, schools and universities;

¢ Special briefings for the media, organizations, Congressional
representatives and stalf, government officials, and national
leaders.

Strong citizens' groups are a hallmark of our democracy. Our
goal is to inform and mobilize the public so that our government will
stand firm for the democratic idea!.

HOW WE OPERATE

Our Committee is composed of individuals from alt sectors of
American life, who represent no parlisan special interests. We wel-
come the participation of Demacrats, Republicans and indepen-
dents, of liberals and conservatives, of supporters and opponents
of the present Administration and its policies.

Al of our Council members and officers serve as individuals and
not as representatives of any other organizations with which they
may be affiliated. Our activities are financed by voluntary contribu-
tions from individuals, corporations and foundations. We are incor-
porated in the District of Columbia as an educational non-profit
organization. Contributions to the Committee are tax deductible
under Section 501 {c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

We are governed by the National Counci! at annual meetings.
Between Council meetings the Executive Committee is responsible
for the organization and has full power to act for the Council.
Members of the Council are consulted informally by the staff and
the Executive Committee about policies and programs.

We call upon people from all walks of life — business, labor,
public affairs, education, the professions, religious groups — to
join with us in this program. to contribute generously and to carry
the message to your own friends, organizations and community.

I |

Friends of the Democratic Cente:
in Central American (Prodemca)
200 Park Avenue, Suite 303 Eas
New York, NY 10166
212-818-0420

Send me more informati

| would like to help i my community

| enclose $ fof the prbgram. Contributions are tax
deductible under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code.

Name

Address

Phone \
~
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NATIONAL COMMISSION
OFFICERS

Nationat Chairman
KENNETH }. BIALKIN
National Director
NATHAN PERLMUTTER
Chairman, National
Executive Committee
BURTON S. LEVINSON
Associate National Director
ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN
Honorary Chairmen
SEYMOUR GRAUBARD
MAXWELL E. GREENBERG
BURTON M. JOSEPH

Honorary Vice Chalrmen
LEONARD L. ABESS
RUDY BOSCHWITZ
EDGAR M. BRONFMAN
MAXWELL DANE
LAWRENCE A. HARVEY
BRUCE 1. HOCHMAN
JACOB K. JAVITS
GERI M. JOSEPH
MAX M. KAMPELMAN
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK
CARL LEVIN
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM
SAMUEL H. MILLER
BERNARD D. MINTZ
MILTON MOLLEN
BERNARD NATH
ROBERT R. NATHAN
ABRAHAM A. RIBICOFF
WILLIAM SACHS
S.0. SHAPIRO
THEODORE H. SILBERT
SIDNEY R. YATES
Vice Chairmen
DOROTHY BINSTOCK
NAT KAMENY
SAM KANE
LARRY LAVINSKY
DAVID A. ROSE
JAMES M. WOLF
Vice Chairman, National
Executive Committee
DONALD R. MINTZ
Honorary Treasurers
CHARLES GOLDRING
BENJAMIN GREENBERG
MOE KUDLER
Treasurer
ROBERT NAFTALY
Assistant Treasurer
ELIAS STRUM
Secretary
MELVIN SALBERG
Assistant Secretary
MELVIN FRAIMAN

L]
President, B'nai B'rith
GERALD KRAFT
Executive Vice President
DANIEL THURSZ
President, B’'nai B'rith
Women
BEVERLY DAVIS
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DIVISION DIRECTORS
Administration
HAROLD ADLER
Clvil Rights
JUSTIN . FINGER
Communications
LYNNE IANNIELLO
Community Service
THOMAS NEUMANN
Development
SHELDON FLIEGELMAN
Intergroup Relations
THEODORE FREEDMAN
Leadership

Asgsistant to the National Director

MARVIN S, RAPPAPORT

General Counsel
ARNOLD FORSTER

Dear Representative:

While the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith takes no position
on the legislation providing for $100,000,000 of aid to the Contras, we

do very much have a point of view on whether anti-Semitism has marked
the Sandinistas.

The enclosed White Paper is a bill of particulars which should lay
to rest any lingering doubts as to whether the Sandinistas have been
guilty of anti-Semitism. Clearly; they have been.

We are also enclosing Mr. Perlmutter's April 5, New York Times
letter and another letter, from a Nicaraguan Jewish leader. Both take
issue with those who have denied Sandinista anti-Semitism.

We believe that the issue facing you -- that of voting on the
administration's request for $100,000,000 for the Contras -- is a very
important issue, a very sensitive issue, and one which should be
decided on its own merits. Just as hyperbole can obscure an issue, so
is an issue misrepresented by selective indifference.

With all good wishes,

K:Q/\,\ V74N IM
Kenneth J. Bialkin
National Chairman

athan Perlmutter
National Director

KIB/NP:sv
Enclosures

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (212)490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278



A WHITE PAPER ON THE SANDINISTAS AND JEWS

published by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
March 19, 1986

INTRODUCTION

Members of the Jewish community-in-exile came to the Anti-Defamation League
of B'nai B'rith to tell of their experience of Sandinist anti-Semitism in
Nicaragua and seek assistance. In 1981, a League representative raised this
issue in New York with Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto. Despite assurances that
the government would investigate, the ADL received no reply to queries about
anti-Semitism, the status of the synagogue and private properties.

In May, 1983, after 19 months of futile quiet diplomacy, the ADL publicized
the plight of Nicaraguan Jewry. Only then did the government of Nicaragua
react. It denied charges of anti-Semitism, and falsely claimed that four cabinet
members are Jews. It also claimed that the synagogue was a private home, legally
confiscated. When ADL provided documents proving that the synagogue was built by
the congregation, the government offered to return the building.

At that time only two or three members of the congregation were stil} in the
country. The small Jewish community, its members fearing for their lives, had
fled in the face of anti-Semitic threats and harrassment.

Since then, various individuals and organizations have attempted to distort

the facts and deny that Jews, as Jews, had reason to fear or flee the country.
This paper sets forth basic facts about the Sandinistas and Jews.

ANTI-SEMITISM

"Anti-Semitism was one of the major factors, though not the only one, which
caused the Nicaraguan Jews to leave Nicaragua.”

Marcel Ruff, President
Federation of Jewish Communities of Central America (FEDECO), May, 1984

* % %

Nuevo Diario, a Managua newspaper which closely adheres to the government
line, charged (July 17, 1982), that "the world's money, banking and finance are
in the hands of descendants of Jews, the eternal protectors of Zionism.
Consequently, controlling economic power, they control political power as now
happens in the United States.”

* % %

\ "1 remembered that it was the Levites in the synagogue who crucified our
Lord."

Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto
Washington Post 1/27/85



THE SYNAGOGUE

The synagogue in Managua was firebombed in 1978 while the congregation was
worshipping inside. When congregants attempted to flee, they were confronted
with armed Sandinistas who ordered them not to leave the burning building.

* % %

"I remember one day, one evening, on a Shabbat evening while we were
singing, two bombs hit the door. We had a big wooden door in the synagogue,
where a big Star of David was, and all of a sudden, the whole place was on fire.

"I remember running, getting the fire hose, and started running to the
entrance of -the synagogue, when I stopped because two other members that used to
be in concentration camps in Europe, they had already reached the outside of the
synangogue. We were met by a jeep and another small car with eight members that
had handkerchiefs on their faces, and they identified themselves as members of
the FSLN, means the Sandinista movement, guerilla movement. They said that they
were the FSLN and the PLO and that they were going to burn all the Jews. So we
were forced back into the synagogue.”

Oscar Kellerman, Washington, July 20, 1983

* % %

Mauricio Palacio is a non-Jew who lived among the Jews and served as a
Sandinista informant.

"I let them know where....the Jewish people would gather so that a little

burning of the cars of these Zionists could be done and tell them all "JEWS GO
HOME."

Mauricio Palacio
Managua, March 3, 1980

"The purpose of this operation, was intended to intimidate the community
and, in that way, to stop the flow of arms from Israel. It was determined that
the best place to carry out the operation was the synagogue....the synagogue was
attacked and they attempted to set fire to the doors; a verbal message was given
to the congregation....”

Mauricio Palacio
Chicago, April 15, 1986

THREATS AND INTIMIDATION OF INDIVIDUAL JEWS

"I, together with my brother-in-law, Mr. Saul Retelny, ran a complex of
factories manufacturing textiles and candy which employed at peaks, over 1,200
heads of families. For a period of 18 months prior to July, 1979 anonymous
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callers would contact Mr. Retelny and threaten his life and that of his wife.
These calls came to his business office and to his home, now also confiscated, at
all hours of the night. One favorite tactic was to call around three in the
morning and tell my brother-in-law that I had been shot and killed! At the same
time, I would get a telephone call claiming that my brother-in-law was shot and
killed.

"In addition, there were writings on the walls inside and outside the
factories: 'Death to the Jews; Isaac will be killed. Beware of Sandinista
Justice.' Dry runs of abduction attempts were made. In one instance, I was
stopped, with my son inside the car, and at gun point my life was threatened. I
was warned that my businesses were to be taken over when the Sandinistas came to
power. Although Mr. Retelny and I were both born in Nicaragua, we never
participated directly or indirectly, in politics.”

Isaac Stavisky, Washington,July 20, 1983 .

* % %

"Three times I was followed, and they tried to kill me three times. With
gasoline, they tried to burn the car. Other times, I did not take the path or
the road that they thought I was going to take, because every day we would take a
different road. We knew already that we were being followed. We were all
receiving, not only myself, but the rest of the Jewish families, receiving
harassment, threats, phone calls. And all this made us little by little, omne by
one, leave Nicaragua.”

Oscar Kellerman, Washington, March 14, 1985

CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY

The government of Nicaragua informed the ADL in December, 1983 that only two
members of the Jewish community faced the possibility of criminal charges, but
that 17 had had their properties confiscated by decrees. The others are caught
in the "Catch 22" situation of being out of the country for fear that their lives
are in danger and, therefore, falling under the Nicaraguan law providing for the
confiscation of property of those who remain outside the country for more than
six months.

SANDINISTAS' RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL

After coming to power in 1979, the Sandinistas maintained minimal relations
with the State of Israel, never permitting the Israeli ambassador to present
credentials. 1In 1982, the Nicaraguans broke relations with Israel.

Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto, in a speech before the General Assembly of
the United Nations announcing that his country was breaking relations with
Israel, used the Israeli move into Lebanon as a pretext for that action. He told
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(1N L&'\gcl\ on
the U.N. body, "Never since the time of Hitler has such mass genocide been
witnessed....” D'ESCoto sald that his government, since it came to power, had

"suspended all contact with the Zionist regime...all that remained was to break
off diplomatic relations formally."”

In the last two sessions of the General Assembly, Nicaragua has actively
supported efforts to expel Israel from that world body.

SANDINISTA LINKS TO P.L.O.

The P.L.0.-Sandinist relationship involved P.L.0O.-supplied weapons, training
and funds. Sandinist guerillas and P.L.0. terrorists have also fought side by
side. Jorge Mandi, a Sandinist spokesman, told a reporter for the Kuwaiti '
newspaper Al Watan (Aug. 7, 1979), “There is a longstanding blood unity between
us and the Palestinian revolution....Many of the units belonging to the Sandinist
movement were at Palestinian revolutionary bases in Jordan. 1In the early 1970's,
Nicaraguan and Palestinian blood was spilled together in Amman and in other
places during the 'Black September' battles.”

In August, 1980, the Kuwaiti press reported that P.lL.0. members had gone to
Nicaragua to supervise military training. This was done in accord with an
agreement reached with Yasir Arafat, the P.L.0. chieftain, who had gone to
Managua in July to celebrate the first anniversary of the revolutionary
Government. The Sandinists paid their debt by authorizing the opening of a
P.L.0. "embassy” in Managua.
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So Are the Sandinistas Anti-Semitic? Of Course, They Are

To the Editor:

Your March 20 editorial observes:
*0Of the millions who heard Mr. Rea-
gan describe the ‘desecrating and fire-
bombing’ of Managua's only syna-
gogue, how many will catch up with the
rejoinder, by Rabbi Balfour Brickner
of the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue?
He says the building was abandoned
during street fighting in 1978, a year
before the Sandinistas seized power.
The rabbi’s own investigation in Nica-
ragua failed to sustain Mr. Reagan'’s
charge of virulent anti-Semitism."

One wonders how many will catch
up with the rabbi’s questionable as-
sertion given such amplification in
your editorial, yet.

When is anti-Semitismm heaping
‘“catsup and snake oil into the dish of
disputation,’’ as you assert, and when
is anti-Semitism plain anti-Semi-
tism? We submit that President Rea-
gan was accurate in his characteriza-
tion of the Sandinista Government as
anti-Semitic.

1t is anti-Semitism when the Sandin-
ista Foreign Minister, Miguel D’Esco-
to, publicly declares, 1 remembered
that it was the Levites in the syna.
gogue who crucified our Lord." Bibli-

cal rhetaric? It's the very rhetoric that
historically has fueled pogroms.

It is ‘anti-Semitism when Nuevo
Diario, the Managua. newspaper,
which adheres closely to the Govern-
ment’s line, charges “the “‘world's
money, banking and finance are in
the hands of descendants of Jews, the
eternal protectors of Zionism."

“Consequently,” Nuevo Diario con-
tinues, “‘controlling economic power,
they eontrol political power, as now
happens in the United States.”” How is
that different from the anti-Semitism
that Goebbels broadcast and which
today echoes in the Soviet Union?

It may not be overt anti-Semitism
when early on in their victory the San-
dinistas invited Yasir Arafat to
Managua, where he promised that the
“way to Jerusalem lies through
Managua.” Jews have, however,
sadly learned to hear the sound of
danger in such messages.

An extensive citation of anti-Semitic
statements and acts of Sandinistas is
available from the Anti-Defamation
League, including corrections of your
statement that the Managua Syna-
gogue was abandoned a year before the
Sandinistas seized power. Your

sources to the contary notwithstand--
ing, Marcel Ruff, president of the Fed-

" eration of Jewish Communities of Cen-

tral America, said in May 1984, *‘Anti-
Semitism was one of the major factors,
though not the only.one, which caused
the Nicaraguanl Jews tu leave Nicara-
gua.” What makes the New Yurk-
based Rabbi Brickner a more compel-
ling witness than the Jewish presence
in Nicaragua and Central America?
The terms ‘‘mafor factor” and
not the only one’” merit at-
tention. Why? Because anti-Semitism
aside, Jews are, like all people, mul-
tidimensional. And so they teft Nica-
ragua because being Jewish was dan-
gerous; and they left because free
speech, too, is dangerous in Nicara-
gua, and they left Nicaragua because
businessmen there are an endan-
gered species. In gshort, they left be-
cause freedom is a risky business in a
Marxist-Leninist society.

So are the Sandinistas anti-Se-
mitlc? Of course, they are, and anti-
other forms of civilized life as
well. NATHAN PERLMUTTER

National Director, Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith
New York, March 24, 1986

(OVER)
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ATTIN: Re MORTON RISENTHAL

PLSeRCv+COPY OF MY *°'LETTER TO THE EDITOR'® ADDRESSED TQO THE NYTIw
TLX 420491 THE 03726786 AT 18.15 HOURS.:

**ATIN: TU THE EDITOR: THE NEw YORK TIMES TREATMENT 'OF ThE
SUSBJECT OF ANTI-SEMITLISM IN NICARAGUA WAS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH
THE EVITORIAL®'S TITLE, 33MAKING B8AD THINGS WORSE.'' (MARCH &9,
1986).

YOUR FIRST MISTAKE WAS TO REPORT AS FACTS THE DISINFORMATION

WHICh RAzSl BRICANEK HAS '‘BEEN DISSEMINATING ON BEHALF OF THE SANDI-
NISTA CAUSE. YJUU COMPOUNDED THE SITUATION 8Y USING THE FALSE
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE 33EMINENT NEW YORA RAsBI'' AS ThE

BASIS AND SUGSTANCE OF YJUK EDITORIAL.

ONE FACT WILL SUFFICE. THE COMMNUNITY'S ONLY SYNAGIGUE HAD Twd
TORAHR SCRULLS. Tnity WEKE KEMIVED FROM THE sUILDING AND TAXEN QUT

OF THE COJNTRY DAYS ZEFORE THE FALL OF SOMOZA IN JULY 1Yly.

ONE OF THOSE TOKRAH SCRILLS wAS BROUGHT PEKSONALLY TO mIAMI =y ONE
OoF

THE SPIRITJAL LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND IS NOW IN A NORTH wIAMI
SYNAGUGBUE. THIS HAPPPENEU EXACTLY JUNE 6, 1979,

TnE SECONU TOKAr SCRJILL wAS SROUGHT TO SAN JOSE, COSTA rICA, bY
ANJITHER MEMSER OF OUR CINGRAGATION, AND 1S NOY IN THE TEMPLE JF THE
COSTA RICAN COMMUNITY.

[T 1S, ThHEREFJURE, INCOMPREAENSISLE FOR THE NEw YInk TIMES TO

STATE EVITURIALLY THAT '*THE sUILUING WAS ‘ASANUONED DURING STREET
FIGHTING IN 19753, A YEAR SEFORE ThE SANDINISTAS SEIZED PUwWER.*'

we UIu NOT ABANUON The SYNAGOGJE BUILUING, wrEN THE CONGREGATION
LEFT NICAKAGJA, BECAUSE OF SANDINISTA ANTI-SEMITISM. WS LEFT s£nlno
Twd PAIU CARETAKEKS WHO WERE LIvING IN THE SUILDINGe ONE OF THEN
WAS THE LIFELONG CAKETAKER OF THE SYNAGUOGUE Mire LUIS ZAWsRANA. THEY
WERE o80Tn ''TAKEN CAxE OF '' oY THE SANDINISTAS wHO FORCEU THENM JUT
OF THE gJILDINGs SO THEY COULD CLAIM THE BUILDING AS *'ASANDONED®'
AND USE IT FOR THEIr OwN PURPISES. -

FRED LUFT

mIavl

PERSINAL NOTE TJ THE E0ITIx: THE INJUSTICE ANU FALLACY OF THE
STATEMENTS BY RAoI sSRICANER URY TO THE HEAVENS. PLEASE ok FAlrR AND
MALKE THIS KRECTIFICATION PUSLIC ThIS TIME. FRED LUFT, 2395 Nw 74
AVE. mlAml FLIRIDA, TZL. 36D-3v1-3744

PeSes - #RKEV LUFT CAME TO NICARAGUA AS A PJUST WAK REFJGEE IN Ly44 AND
LEFT NICARAGUA IN 1vly, AND DURING MUCH OF TnlIS TImME SERVEUD AS
SECRETAKY AND HISTOrRIAN OF THE JEWISH CUNGREGATION OF NICARAGUAR,
NOw IN ERILC.

1334l e PEILKAKD
.
ANTIDEFAMNE NYK



FRIENDS OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER IN CENTRAL AMERICA

(PRODEMCA)
729 15TH STREET, N.W., SUITE 950, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 202/347-1006

NATIONAL COUNCIL October 15, 1985

ANGIER BIDDLE DUKE
CHAIRMAN

MORRIS ABRAM
ATTORNEY, NEW YORK

PHILIP BAUM
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
JOHN M. BENNETT Linda Chavez
AN ANTONIO, TEXAS . .
NICHOLAS D. BIDDLE Special Assistant to the President
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA Office of Public Liaison
LINDEN BLUE X
DENVER, COLORADO 2nd Floor, West Wing
VLADIMIR BUKOVSKY i
HOOVER INSTITUTION, The White House
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA Washington, D.C. 20500

FRANCIS R. CARROLL
SMALL BUSINESS SERVICE BUREAU

KEVIN CORRIGAN* Dear Linda:
CORPORATE EXECUTIVE, NEW YORK

S. HARRISON DOGOLE

BUSINESSMAN, PHILADELPHIA, PA call but I know how hard it must be for you to find phone
WILLIAM C. DOHERTY, JR.* I, alled, Y P
AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR FREE time.
LABOR DEVELOPMENT
JOHN. C. DUNCAN . . . ) . .
g?#g:ﬁ?gg:;bgﬁm“ Jeane Kirkpatrick has just finally committed to do a fund-raising
™~ MAURICE A. FERRE event for Prodemca in Miami on November 2lst.
MAYOR OF MIAMI
ORVILLE FREEMAN . . .
FORMER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE Because we are bi-partisan in character -- although not at all
J. PETER GRACE : ; i — i
CRAIRMAN, W.R. SRACE & CO. ambivalent in policy Congressman Claude Pepper will share the
JUDITH HERNSTADT honors with her.
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
THEODORE M. HESBURGH
ROTRe Dae ERSITY OF You and Max Green could be very helpful by:
SIDNEY HOOK
TANFORD. CAL IO o 1) Calling Jeb Bush, Chairman of the Miami Republican Committee,
SAMUEL P. HUNTINGTON to enlist his assistance for us. Would you give us a list of
HARVARD UNIVERSITY . . . .
JOHN T. JOYCE people to “-wite? Will he come? Will he send a note or make
PRESIDENT, BRICKLAYERS AND .some .Calli

ALLIED CRAFTSMEN UNION

PENN KEMBLE*

S%ﬂ%%‘é.&{%égﬁm.o“ 2) Get us some support among pro-Administration Jewish leaders.

CLARK KERR (There is a Cadillac dealer in Miami who comes to mind. There
PRESIDENT EMERITUS,
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA may be others.)
JEANE J. KIRKPATRICK
FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR . .
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 3) Giving us any other suggestions you may have about possible
JORGE MAS CANOSA .
CUBAN-AMERICAN sources of help on this.
NATIONAL FOUNDATION
MICHAEL NOVAK L. . . .
AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE I have attached a copy of the invitation text which gives further
RICHARD RAVITCH* .
CHAIRMAN, CITY DEVELOPMENT details. . : ~— . «
CORPORATION, INC. 7/42
DANIEL ROSE

PRESIDENT, ROSE ASSOCIATES, Many thanks too, for your note to Jeane.
NEW YORK

PETER R. ROSENBLATT
ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D.C. I'm sure it helped .
BAYARD RUSTIN*
A PHILIP RANDOLPH INSTITUTE
JOHN R. SILBER*
PRESIDENT, BOSTON UNIVERSITY
WILLIAM E. SIMON
FORMER SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
MAX SINGER*
THE POTOMAC ORGANIZATION
KENNETH B. SMILEN*
CHAIRMAN, SMILEN & SAFIAN
MAURICE SONNENBERG* Penn Kemble
INVESTMENT CONSULTANT, NEW YORK
LIV ULLMAN
ACTRESS
BEN J. WATTENBERG
COALITION FOR DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY
ELIE WIESEL
AUTHOR
MARY N. TEMPLE*
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
* Member of the Executive Committee A nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization formed by private citizens who support

(All aftiliations are for identification democracy, human rights and social justice in Central America.
purposes only.)

&Ll
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Revelations Spark Panama Revolt

By JONATHON T. STRIDE

Media carriage of accusations against the Gen. Manuel
- Antonio Noriega, chief of the Panama Defense Forces, by
his just-retired top aide, will have been a decisive factor if
the country’s aroused populace and political parties are
able to put reins on the wily strongman who has been
virtually above the law.

While the powerful army that Noriega heads was ex-
pected to be able to suppress street rioting and calls for
work stoppages that virtually shut down Panama City last
week, he may have a more difficult time enforcing a
decree suspendmg human rights, especially freedom of
speech.

Noriega’s former chief of staff, Col. Robert Diaz Her-
rera, 49, broadcast. his confession and charges by radio
and television and released scripts to the newspapers.
Diaz alleged on Panama City Radio Continents June 8 that
Noriega ‘‘was involved in the murder’” of opposition

leader Dr. Hugo Spadaf ecapitated and cas-
trated body was found in a U.S. mailbag Sept. 14, 1985,
just acrass the Panama.border in Costa Rica.

Diaz also said Dr. Arnulfo Arias Madrid, was president
three times “‘and three times we ousted him with coups.’”
In 1984, when it appeared Arias would win Panama’s first
free presidential election in 16 years, Noriega stopped the
balloting and named Nicolas Ardito Barletta president.
He made Barletta resign later, elevating the vice presi-
dent, Eric Arturo Delvalle, to pfesident.

Diaz told of knowing about the death of Nonega s
powerful predecessor, Gen. Omar Torrijos, in a 1981
e

pla;;ﬁfmix_MauuL&LAl&@ Purcell, now assistant
chier of staff to Noriega, in 1981 was head of the Pan-
amama_mgl $250,000 to permit a bomb
to be put on Torrijos’ aircraft.

Diaz said he gave his charges to Archbishop of Panama
Monsignor Marcos Gregorio McGrath, who broadcast on
June 9 that he had ‘‘documents that are proof of what he
has said’’ and which *‘will be kept in a sealed envelope
. . . until charges are formally presented. In this way,
they will be safe.’’ :

Diaz said he recently tried to getan audlence with Vice
President George Bush through a courier, Baby Alfredo

Aleman, to **help Vice President Bush so they could see I

am not an enemy of the United States . . . I wanted to help

- so there would be no revenge for the death of Torrijos,

Spadafora, or any other person.’

He said Bush and General Wallace Nutting, then head
of the U.S. Southern Command (defense) in Panama, *‘as
well as a U.S. Air Force Lt. Colonel and a Cuban CIA
agent,’’ know ‘‘something’’ about Torrijos death. On
Panama City Panavision TV June 9, Winston Spadafora,

" brother of Hugo, said he met with Diaz ‘ ‘two hours’’ June

8 and compared notes, and concluded that Noriega gave
the order for Hugo’s murder to assistants, Maj. Cordoba
and Capt. Mario Del Cid, before Noriega went to Switzer-
land. He said the actual killers were *‘the three people
accused in the brief improperly compiled by the nation’s
Attorney General’s Office, and then illegally stayed.”
Diaz said Noriega even made a game of the murder,
‘‘attempting to tell the opposition that I was responsible

On Soviet MiG-21s:

- -l

Nicaraguan Pilots
Train In Cuba

The Miami Herald repoxted Sunday Miguel Obando 'y Bravo, who was ac-
~*~ nilots are cused in a Newsweek magazine article of
= ¢~ €100 000 from the CIA.

'By DEBORAH LAMBERT

Former anti-war activist Tom
Hayden, who had cancelled his plans to
give the commencement address at

* California’s San Jose City College ast

for planning this. However, the Spadafora family is in my
house right now, and this belies that.”’ - :
Diaz, who said the order was issued June 3 to kill him
and that a dossier was being compiled to try to prove he is
insane, also said he was *‘deeply afraid for my family, my
wife,’’ but he and he alone was responsible for his *‘politi-

cal life.”

He said there is $12 million in Switzerland which Gen.
Torrijos left, apparently from the late Shah of Iran, and
that $1 million was earmarked for him. Diaz said his own
house, worth millions of dollars, is *‘half stolen. I built it
with the money of the people who came from Cuba, with
the money they paid for their visas.’’ This refers to
Noriega’s arranging with Cuban dictator Fidel Castro to
charge Cubans whatever they could pay to obtain visas to
leave Cuba Jor Pana — .

Regarding *‘the fraud’’ of Barletta’s taking office, Diaz

-said it took place in his own house along with ‘‘Romulo

Escobar, Jorge Abadia, Gen. Noriega, and Col. Marcos
Justines’’ and was carried out by ‘electoral ..agistrates,
Y olanda Pulice and Rolando Murgas Torraza.’’ Obvious-
ly, “‘legally,”’ Aras is president, he added.

Meanwhile, Escobar, president of the National Execu-
tive Committee of the ruling Democratic Revolutionary
Party (PRD), said the Diaz charges were ‘‘defamatory and
slanderous,”’ that Diaz was ‘‘angry about his retirement’’
and was being used as part of ‘‘U.S. reactionary forces’’
and others ‘‘against our relations with Cuba and Nicar-
agua’’ and as s an attempt to gvade.the commitments of the
Torrijos-Carter treaties to turn the Panama Canal over to
Pan €ars.

Vietnamese Grads
Walk Out On Hayden

ate without the threat of violence and
disruption.’”

But when H--
appeared

pe-






