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FMLN DEFECTQR BIOGRAPHIES

Napoleon Romero Garcia, (Miguel Castellanos)

On April 11, 1985, the Salvadoran National Guard arrested
Napoleon ROMERO Garcia, more commonly known by his guerrilla
pseudonym "Miguel Castellanos." After his arrest Romero
decided to cooperate with the Salvadoran government and
provided valuable information regarding the Salvadoran
guerrillas' activities and their extensive links to the
Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. Romero's testimony
corroborates that supplied by many former Salvadoran gquerrillas
which detailed Salvadoran guerrilla tactics as well as their
ties with the Sandinistas. Until the time of his capture,
Romero had been a high ranking member of the Salvadoran
guerrilla movement, Secretary General of the Metropolitan Front
of the Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), one of the groups
forming the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN).
His position as the third-ranking commander of the FPL gave him

access to highly sensitive information regarding the inner
workings of the Salvadoran guerrillas.

As Secretary General, Romero provided overall orientation in
both political and military activities in the Metropolitan

Front in accordance with instructions he received from the
gener al command of the FPL.

.
-

Romero says that the FMLN's principal target is the destruction
of the Salvadoran economic infrastructure such as bridges,
warehouses, and the telecommunications and electrical systems.

Romero has provided a wealth of information concerning the
Sandinista regime's support for the Salvadoran guerrillas. He
described the routes used to bring supplies into El1 Salvador
from Nicaragua. He says that in 1983 as much as 50 tons of
supplies were delivered every three months. Through 1983 the
shipments were mostly weapons but, according to Romero, the

guerrillas now have more weapons in storage than personnel to
use them.

Romero estimates that the FPL receives approximately 80 percent

of its monthly operating budget of U.S. $65,000-100,000 from
the FPL National Finance Commission in Nicaragua. Managua is
the collection point for all financial assistance obtained

abroad by the FMLN/FDR solidarity groups.



Nelson Omar Guerra Trinidad, (Comandante Ernesto)

DOB: 10/22/64

Nelson Omar Guerra Trinidad (Pseudonym: Comandante Ernesto) was
recruited by the people's revolutionary army (ERP) in 1970 but
was not active in the group until he joined the student front
of the ERP's LP-28 Movement in 1979, There he helped organize
small groups dedicated to popular recruitment. Ernesto said he
joined the querrillas because of the institutionalization of
repression, the economic and social crisis of the country, ang
the lack of an alternative.

In December 1979 Ernesto was called to work in a military
squadron full time and in 1980 was assigned to a military urban
co .mando unit. He was involved in kidnapping, murder and tank
robberies. That same year he attended a course in San Salvador
given by Sandinista Army members and participated in the
attacks on major targets in the city such as the U.S. Embassy,
the first brigade, national guard and air forces in 1950, When
the "final offensive" of January 1981 failed, Ernesto withdrew

with the other surviving guerrillas to the Guazapa region north
of San Salvador.

In 1980 Ernesto went with seven other guerrillas to Honduras,
where he spent three months working with the Honduran terrorist
group "Cinchoheros."” In 1981 he travelled to Cuba through
Nicaragua, and there he took an intensive three-month course
for the special forces command and received specialized
training in preparation for the 1982 attack on the air force
base at Ilopango. He then went to Nicaragua and took a course
in demolitions. 1In December 1981 Ernesto régturned to San

Salvador via Mexico to prepare for the attack on the Ilopango
air force base (1982) which was a success.

After further training in Honduras Ernesto was selected in 1982
to command the special forces units in Morazan. There he
participated in the attacks on such strategic targets as the
Microwave relay station and the cuscatlan and "Puente de Oro"
bridges across the Rio Lempa.

In 1984 Ernesto left the special forces and became the
Executive Officer of a western front battalion. Over the next
two years internal problems with his association with the
western front Commander Balta developed. Balta openly opposed
Villalobos strategy of placing strategic forces where they had
already been twice defeated. Contradictions between the
theoretical struggle for the people and the actual behavior of
the guerrillas became increasingly evident to Ernesto Aduring
this time.

In February 1986 the ESAF captured Ernesto who deciied to

collaborate with the ESAF and has since been actively
denouncing the FMLN,



Marco Antonio Grande, (Comandante Jose)

DOB: 4/28/58

In 1979 Jose entered the Salvadoran Communist Party (PSC) while
he was a student at the National University where he began his
activities by distributing propaganda and painting slogans on
walls., 1In 1980 he was offered a scholarship to study
International Relations in the Soviet Union. After arrival in
Leningrad in 1980, Jose found that instead of International
Relations he would be studying scientific communism, which
included studies in Marxist-Leninist theory, dialectic
materialism, historical materialism, and political economic.

In 1982 he left the Soviet Jnion without completing his degree

and went to Cuba where he studied to be a guerrilla company
commander .,

In 1983 Jose went to Nicaragua for a political training course
and returning to El Salvador via Guatemala with false
documents. Seeing what ne believed to be the same repressive
political system he went to work in Jucuaran, Usulutan. He was
the political leader of the Jucuaran Platocn and the Thief
Political Leader of the expansion project for the Jucuaran zone

in the southeast front. Jose was also the Political Company
Leader of the Paracentral Front.

Jose says that he saw the Salvadoran political system begin to
improve with free elections held and Human Rights violations
declining. Meanwhile, the guerrillas had become increasingly
dogmatic. The FMLN had eliminated the option for a political
solution and had itself violated Human Rights by using land
mines, trying to destroy the coungry's infrastructure, and
prolonging the c¢crisis. Fearing that he was increasingly being
considered a deviationist and that he would be executed for not
following the party line as had been Roque Dalton (1975) and
Ernesto Jovel (1980), he turned himself in to the ESAF in 1985.

Luz Janeth Alfaro, (Michelle Salinas)

DOB: 10/27/63

Education: 1981 graduated from High School with a degree in
Business Administration and Accounting.

In 1982 Luz Janeth Alfaro joined the Non-Governmental Human

Rights Commission of El Salvador {CDHES) using the pseudonym
Michelle Salinas. She hoped to learn more about the

disappearance of her mother, who disappeared in June of 1981,

During the first year she worked in various positions within

the legal and statistics sections of CDHES, where she altered
the declarations of people who came to cnaplain of violations,



and where reports from the guerrillas of their killed in combat
were changed to show “civilians killed by the army.”

In 1983 while part of CDHES she was recruited by the National
Resistance (RN), the political arm of the armed forces of
national resistance, one of the five gquerrilla armies that make
up the FMLN. She agreed to become a member of the RN »ecause
“of the regimes that my country had had" and because "there
were no signs of democracy or pluralistic ideology."

In November of 1984 the CDHES held the "first congress of Human
Rights in El Salvador," and following the event CDHES named her
as the head of Public Relations of CDHES. 1In 1985 the RN
assigned her to attend the meeting of the United Nations
Commission for Human Rights in Geneva. CDHES is affiliated
with the International Federation of the Rights of man, a
consulting member of the United Nations, and this gave her
official status to attend the conference to meet the delegates
and lobby for condemnation of the government of El Salvador for
its Human Rights violations. After the conference she toured
Europe, visiting Sweden, Germany, Holland, Belgium and Denmark
speaking with organizations about Human Rights violations and
soliciting funding for CDHES. The funding provided by the
organizations was used to support the political activities of
the CDHES and also diverted to support the FMLN.

In August of 1985 she left the RN because she no longer
supported the fact that as a member of the FMLN it “manipulated
the pain of the Salvadoran people for economic gain." In
December 1985 she asked to re-enlist in the RN "because of the
non-existence of a democratic space for independent
organizations that permitted me to work -for my ideals,” and in
January 1986 she was allowed to rejoin CDHES.

When she rejoined, she was sent to the countryside to meet with
the FMLN and receive instructions on the policies of the TDHES
and conduct investigations for the CDHES to be used against the
government. During her time in La Libertad, Chalatenango and
Santa Ana Departments she observed the FMLN's use of minor
children as combatants and to carry military supplies. She was
"revolted" to see children used this way, and asked to be sent
back to San Salvador. In April she returned to CDHES and was
made head of Public Relations again.

On May 20, 1986 she was arrested by the Treasury Police in her
home, who showed her proof of her membership in a terrorist
organization, the RN. After reflecting on her situation for 8
hours she decided to cooperate and asked for the protecticn of
the government, as "I am a target of the FMLN. WNow I have
renounced my membership in the organizations that make up the
FMLN/FDR, but not hy principles. I feel obligated to continue
my struggle so that we have a real peace in El Salvador, based
on democracy and respect for Human Rights.”



Dora Angelica Campos, (Violeta)

Age: 32 years

Dora Angelica Campos joined the National Resistance in 1975.
Her Husband, Ernesto Jovel, was one of the original founders of
the National Resistance (RN), which was a splinter organization
of the popular revolutionary army (ERP), the most militaristic
of what now make up the five armies of the FMLN. 1In 1975 each
querrilla group operated independently. The split was not
friendly, and several leaders were assassinated during the
revolutionary argument. Dora says that after the public
security forces massacred a group of students in front of the
social security hospital in 1975 "in which they killed,
arrested or caused to disappear hundreds of teen-agers, I was
even more convinced of the urgency of deepening the illegal
struggle, to finish a system of government that did not cffer

alternatives for political and szocion-economic change for
Salvadorans.,

Between 1975 and 1380 the RN emphasized the "Politicization of
the Masses," and infiltrated unions and other popular
organizations, "The repression of the armed forces against the
workers,..brought as a conseguence the repodiation of the
Salvadoran people...as the number of deaths, prisoners and
disappeared people climbed every day, causing pain and
suffering in every Salvadoran family."

In 1980 the Cubans enforced the formation of a National
Umbrella Guerrilla Organization, the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN), which was to unify the five groups
under one revolutionary flag. Ernesto JoveX, Dora Angelica’'s
common law husband, strongly opposed the entry of the ERP into
the group, and was killed by other guerrilla leaders as a
result of his resistence,

Dora Angelica was told tnat Jovel had disappeared in a plane
crash. This situation almost drove me to insanity, believing
that he was possibly still alive and 'disappeared’' {(by the
army)...nevertheless, I justified the suffering as an offering
to the revolutionary movement of my country, which would see a
popular triumph with the taking of power by the dictatorship of
the proletariat, which would once and for all change the
climate of social injustice. After Jovel's disappearance

Dora Angelica was not financially supported by the RN, She
heard nothing further about the circumstances of his
disappearance and had no contact with RN militants,

In March of 1984 she recontacted friends in the RN, "motivated
by 1) a desire to find out more about my husband's death, 2) my
weak but still existing belief in the revoluticnary struggle,
and 3) the fact I had two children whom I <ould not support
because I was a woman and was unskilled, due to my years with



the guerrillas.” She was contacted by representatives of the
RN who suggested she work for co-madres, "the committee of
Mothers of the Disappeared"”, where her husband's disappearance
could be put to good use. She worked in a “closed® or
clandestine office in charge of "propaganda" and was given the
pseudonym "Violeta Jovel"”, in honor of her husband. She wrote

radio programs, bulletins and press releases denoucing human
rights violations, '

In December 1984 she was authorized to join the propaganda
commission of the party, which was the preparation phase for
her appointment in May 1985 t> head the co-madres. As head of
co-madres she was responsible for: The Propaganda Commission,
The Public Relations Commission (to deal with funding
organizations and pecple important to the cause), The
Organization Commission {(charged with mobilizing people for
marches and recruitment for the RN), The Documentation

Commission (in charge of statistics and files of affiliated
members) .

Part of the co-madres' duties were to visit the prison every
day to collect statistics on prisoners held, charges, and
conditions. These were used for denunciations of illegal
arrests for political activities. At the same time, the
co-madres prison visitor collected and passed to Dora the
“grade of militancy,"” i.e. which guerrilla group the person

belonged to and his rank. This Dora passed on to her superior
in the RN for internal guerrilla purposes.

At the end of 1985, Dora was also given the responsibility for
finances for the solidarity committee of the RN, of which
co-madres was one organization. Her joh was to collect funds
from International Organizations that donated to the co-madres
and others. She was also responsi®le for coordinating the

activities of RN members in the Non-governmental Human Rights
Commission (CDHES).

At the instruction of the general command of the FMLN, the
different Mothers Committees renewed their coordination
meetings to achieve their goals. The two other "“Mothers
Committees”, were run by the Popular Liberation Forces and the
Popular Revolutionary Army, while the Communist Party had a
support committee that also cooperated.

In May 1985 she was still unhappy, despite her responsibilities.
She still had no logical explanation for her husband's death,
although she had heard rumors that he had heen "purged” (killed)
by the party for his radical macist tendencies. She was

opposed to the co-madres technique of conditioning material and
economic aid to the poor to attendance at marches, and she
thought that there should be room for peaceful and legal

movement, rather than a continued military strategy of the
guerrilla groups.



On 29 May 1986 she was arrested by members of the treasury
police who showed her proof of her membership in the RN. After
some interrogation she was left alone to think over her
situation, and she decided to leave the movement "as I honestly
was no longer in agreement with the policy of the RN." She
agreed to talk to the press "to explain to the other members of
the co-madres how they were being used, because the committee
used the denunciations in marches, but never resolved the cases
{brought to its attention})."”

On June 13 she was released "which surprised me. Later they
{the treasury police) explained that the decision was made
because I had made declarations against the FMLN/FDR, which put
me in danger if I was sent to prison, where there could be an
attempt to kill me. Bxsides, my confession was taken as a sign

of rejection of the guerrilla movement and incorporation into
the democratic process..."
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The Guerrilla

Movement in

El Salvador

The FMLN: An
Outgrowth of
Terrorism

T he Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN), formed in November 1980,
united five rival Marxist factions opera-
ting in E1 Salvador throughout the 1970s. This
guerrilla umbrella organization grew out of a May
1980 meeting in Havana, Cuba, at which time
Salvadoran guerrilla leaders, with help from
Cuban President Fidel Castro, established the
Unified Revolutionary Directorate (DRU).* The

*Information on meetings is contained in Salvadoran Com-
munist Party documents and People’s Revolutionary Army
documents obtained by the State Department in November 1980
and January 1981.

five guerrilla groups belonging to the FMLN are
the Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), the People’s
Revolutionary Army (ERP), the Armed Forces of
the National Resistance (FARN), the Central
American Revolutionary Workers’ Party (PRTC),
and the Communist Party of E1 Salvador (PCES).
The Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) is the
political and diplomatic arm of the FMLN,

All of the guerrilla factions, with the excep-
tion of the Salvadoran Communist Party, grew out
of the complex evolution of Marxist political
activity in El Salvador beginning in the late 1960s.
The hierarchy of the Communist Party pursued the
electoral path to power ever since its insurrectional
strategy failed in the bloody uprising of 1932.
However, many rank-and-file members became
impatient with the strategy to gradually assume
power. Spurred by the increasingly repressive

| nature of military regimes in E]l Salvador, exam-

ples of successful violent Marxist revolutions
elsewhere, and a more radical outlook, disaffected
Communist Party leaders and younger members






















Revolutionary
Democratic Front
(FDR)

political front of the FMLN. The FDR was
established in April 1980 by non-Marxist
political leaders, who built an international image
for the new party as an acceptable political alter-
native for El1 Salvador. The non-Marxist groups
also make up a coalition called the Democratic
Front (FD). The FDR grew out of the small Salva-
\ doran social democratic movement that evolved in
the late 1960s and has been headed by non-Marxist
Guillermo Manuel Ungo since November 1980
| after former junta minister Enrique Alvarez
' Cordoba and five other prominent FDR leaders
were murdered by right-wing extremists. (Ungo
was a civilian representative on the junta that took
power in October 1979 following a reformist mili-
tary coup.) After the murders, the balance of FDR
leadership shifted openly to individuals affiliated
with the FMLN guerrilla factions.

K T he Revolutionary Democratic Front is the

f

|

In January 1981, the FDR formally allied
itself with the FMLN. A Political-Diplomatic
Commission (CPD) was formed to coordinate
relations between the two groups and direct the
alliance’s international diplomatic offensive.

Ungo and Ruben Zamora, a leader of the
Popular Social Christian Movement, an offshoot of
the Christian Democratic Party, proved effective
emissaries for the insurgent cause. France and
Mexico, for example, recognized the FMLN/FDR as
a “representative political force,” and Ungo was
named vice president of Socialist International.

During the past several years, however, the
FDR'’s influence within the alliance has steadily
eroded. With the election of President Duarte and
continuing improvements in the human rights
situation, FDR diplomacy has suffered serious
reversals, including the restoration of diplomatic
relations between El Salvador and Mexico and
France in 1985. The Socialist International also
has been less supportive of Ungo.

Within the alliance, the FMLN has increas-
ingly pushed its FDR allies to one side as it pursues
its long-term war of attrition, whose brutal nature
thas tended to undermine the insurgency’s internal
‘and international standing. Today, the FDR
appears to have minimal influence on important
military and political decision-making within the
FMLN.

yp———
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" “Family integrity,”
asserted Salama. “That
1s where we can still
teach the Ashkenazim a
thing or two. We’ll
intermarry with them
now, but not with the
Gentiles.”

48/March 1985

Awaiting them on the Copacabana’s
Rua Barata Ribeiro was a
magnificent Sephardic synagogue,
founded decades earlier by immi-
grants from Turkey, Greece and
Rhodes. Their children had gone to
university, and not a few later pros-
pered. Rio was a lure that frightened
Athias. Childless, he watched in dis-
may as six of his nephews flourished
there—and eventually married non-
Jews. Was it the wave of the future?
Not if he could help it. For nearly 50
years he had devoted a major portion
of his leisure time to his Moroccan-
Sephardic kehillah, with its own
social welfare fund, its own four syna-
gogues. “But we aren’t snobs,” he
emphasized again. Balkan and Italian
Sephardim were welcome in the
Moroccan congregations. In recent
decades, they intermingled freely. If
Syrian and Egyptian Jews did not join,
that was by their own choice.

“Our tradition is a very old one, you
see,” explained Marco Farhi, in his
pellucid French. Sixtyish, with finely
chiseled features, he was as lean as
Athias was portly. “We think it’s even
older than the Moroccan tradition.”
Farhi was born in Damascus, moved
to Beirut as a youth, then emigrated
to Brazil in 1961. Like many of his

compatriots, he was drawn initially

to the easygoing ambience of Rio.
Nearly 200 Lebanese Jewish families
had settled there as early as the turn of
the century, discerning in Brazil a
country with a need for a commercial
class. Five decades later, that need
remained. Sentient to the usefulness of
enterprising foreigners, the govern-
ment reopened its doors to immigra-
tion and cordially received a second,
larger wave of Lebanese-Syrian Jews.
This time, most of the newcomers
were Aleppines. While Aleppo re-
mained the poorest Jewish
community in the Near East, its
emigrés later became westernized as
they passed through the alembic of
Beirut before traveling on to the New
World. “We were jewelry merchants in
the old country,” remarked Albert
Jamus, a clone of Farhi in age and ap-
pearance. ““We arrived after 1956,
when Israel’s campaign in the Sinai
shook up our part of the world." Ulti-
mately, some 3,000 Syrian-Lebanese
Jews made their homes in Rio and

Sao Paulo, where they prospered as

 merchants and small manufacturers.

Farhi owned a chain of clothing stores.
Jamus owned a large textile factory.
One of their number, Edmond Safra,
now owned the twelfth-largest bank
in Brazil. Here as elsewhere, they
maintained separate communities,
synagogues and philanthropies. Per-
haps they no longer drew narrow
distinctions between Aleppines and
Damascenes in this multiracial soci-
ety, between Turkish, Balkan,
Egyptian or Moroccan Jews. They
would intermingle, even “intermarry.”
But they would never compromise
their Jewish loyalties. Fully 30 percent
of their children attended the Jewish
day schools, a ratio much higher than
among the “European” Jews. Obser-
vance of Jewish traditions, the dietary
laws, attendance at synagogues, all
remained a central feature of their
existence.

“I corroborate that,” declared Ibram
Salama, vice-president of Brazil’s
Egyptian Jewish community council.
A dark, heavyset man, he wore a pin-
striped cashmere suit. In his native
Alexandria, one did not dissemble
about wealth, and his family had it.
They owned a large cotton gin and a
flour mill. A spacious home, servants,
private schooling and European va-
cations were their way of life. Then, in
1957, Nasser liquidated the totality
of Jewish holdings. It was the
Salamas” good fortune, as that of
other Jews in Egypt, to claim a variety
of nationalities—Italian, Spanish,
Turkish. Israel’s doors were open, to
be sure, but the prospect of life in an-
other poor country was not enticing.
Salama’s brothers and two of his sis-
ters ended up in France. He was
attracted to Brazil, by its vast re-
sources, and by President Juscelino
Kubitschek’s proclaimed desire for
immigrants with entrepreneurial expe-
rience. Tens of thousands of Syrians
and Lebanese of all religions were
pouring into Brazil. Some nine thou-
sand Egyptian Jews now joined them.
“We were not beggars,” Salama in-
sisted. “We had a little money laid by
in Europe. We purchased our own
tickets to Brazil.”

Arriving with his wife and two
children in Sdo Paulo. where his in-
laws had settled four vears earlier.




-

Salama quickly got the lay of the land.
With a bank loan. he opened a small
workshop to manufacture clothing la-
bels. Within 10 years, the workshop
grew into a small factory employing
100 workers. Five years after that, it
employed 300 and was the largest pro-
ducer of labels in Brazil. A
millionaire again, Salama reappraised
his opportunities. Since the mid-
1960s, the government had imposed
import quotas on foreign auto-
mobiles and automobile parts.
Accordingly, Salama sold his label
company, bought control of an auto-
mobile parts factory—and soon
became a millionaire twice over.

“Mine is hardly a unique success
story,” he admitted. “After all, we
Egyptian Jews bring special advan-
tages with us. We spoke French or
Ladino at home, and so we had no
difficulty with Portuguese afterward.
With our linguistic skills and busi-
ness experience, we could always
count on salaried jobs. Many of our
people have become managers of
banks, insurance companies, import-
export houses. My son, Eric, has a
fine executive position at the Bank
Safra. My daughter, Maureen, had an
excellent position in an import house
before she married.”

“Whom did she marry?”

Salama nodded. ““Ezekiel Shalom is
his name. From Aleppo.” He had an-
ticipated the question. “I’m not
complaining. We’re not snobs. Their
culture may be lower than ours, but
they’re hard workers and even richer
than we are. Ezekiel is a factory repre-
sentative.” Salama allowed himself a
complacent smile. “He’s done well
enough to afford four apartments.
One of them is next to ours in
Garuji—at the seaside.”

Like their Syrian, Moroccan and
Turkish predecessors, the Egyptians
founded their own congregation,
Mekor Chaim. Established in 1948,
it eventually became the second-larg-
est congregation in Brazil. In later
vears, many Syrian and Rhodian Jews
availed themselves of its ample
facilities and well-trained Egyptian
and Lebanese rabbis. “We re prob-
ably not quite as devout as the
Syrians,” Salama confessed. “Our
people received a much wider cultural
training, after all. But we stick to the

straight and narrow. Our children at-
tend the day schools here. We're
active in our Jewish community. Our
social life is exclusively among our
own.”

It is an opulent social life. Parties,
weddings, bar mitzvah receptions
are lavish. Handsome apartments and

. seaside villas are the norm. But the

|

1

| Sephardim also remain generous to

Jewish charities. One of these, Sdo
Paulo’s Jewish old age home, is a fa-
cility worth seeing. A complex of
eight buildings, some of them 10
floors high, it is all but a four-star ho-
tel in comfort and decor. In proportion
to their numbers, the Sephardic com-
munities have matched the
Ashkenazic Jews cruzeiro for
cruzeiro in support of this institution.
It is a matter of caring for family.
“Family integrity,” asserted Salama.
“That’s where we can still teach the
Ashkenazim a thing or two. We’ll in-
termarry with them now, but we’ll
not intermarry with the Gentiles.” He
paused. “I don’t say that we may not
lose a few of our people to intermar-
riage”—here plainly he was speaking
of marriage between faiths—“but
hardly to the extent that the
Ashkenazim do. We flatly will accept
no converts.” His face became hard.
“In our synagogue, no man who mar-
ries a Gentile will ever be called to
the Torah. Loyalty, pride of
peoplehood—we don’t compromise
there.” It is a fact. Numbering 30,000
now, over a fifth of Brazilian Jewry,
these Sephardic communities from the
Balkan and Moslem worlds serve as
the conscience of their fellow Jews.

03 owmvecsl Veieome
Turerean,
One gains some insight into the ex-
pansion of this giant southern domain,
as large as the continental United
States, with room for another Texas,
by appreciating that its population
has quintupled since World War I, and
that, until very recently, its rate of
economic growth has consistently sur-
passed that of the United States.
European Jews were slower than the
Sephardim in grasping its potential.
Only a few hundred of them arrived in
the 19th century, essentially techni-
cians, mining engineers, businessmen
from Germany. Then, in the early

1900s, attracted at last by the nation’s
evidently limitless supplies of rub-
ber, diamonds and timber, immigrants
from throughout Europe suddenly
began pouring into Brazil at the rate of
about 100,000 a year. Among these
were some 2,000 Russian Jews.

Most of them were brought over
by the renowned Bavarian Jewish
philanthropist Baron Moritz de
Hirsch, an enormously wealthy finan-
cier, builder of the Trans-Balkan
railroad, who settled them on his farm
colonies in the southern Brazilian
state of Rio Grande do Sul. Known as
Philipson and Quadro Irméos, the
two colonies were an extension of a
much larger project de Hirsch was
underwriting for Jews in neighboring
Argentina—and they proved even less
enduring than their Argentine counter-
parts. The Jewish farmers soon
began wandering from the soil to the
cities. By the eve of World War I, the
Jewish population of Brazil reached
7,000, almost equally divided be-
tween Europeans and non-
Ashkenazim. The influx gained
momentum after 1921, once the
United States restricted immigration.
For East European Jews, fleeing the
crypto-fascist regimes of postwar
Romania and Poland, the Caribbean
basin and South America emerged as
major sanctuaries. By 1933, Brazil’s
Jewish population had climbed to
42,000.

Leon Feffer remembers. A slim,
quietly dressed little man of 80, he
sat in his modest office in downtown
Sao Paulo and reminisced about the

‘early years. His father had arrived

from the Ukraine in 1912 in search of
a foothold for his wife and children.
As a retailer of paper goods in Sao
Paulo, he did well enough to send
funds home regularly. Then, with the
outbreak of the World War, his family
was left on its own and nearly per-
ished in the upheavals of transplan-
tation, revolution and civil war, The
ordeal ended only in 1920, when a let-
ter arrived from the father, containing
funds for boat tickets to Brazil. The
voyage consumed a full month; the
ship dropped anchor in Rio de Janeiro
in late January 1921. The father was
waiting. That night the Fetfers left for
Sdo Paulo by train.

As drab as Rio was glamorous, Sio
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In 1937, the Vargas
regime introduced
severe restrictions on
immigration—at the very
moment that Jewish
refugees were turning to
Brazil for sanctuary.
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Paulo was even then the locomotive
pulling Brazil. By 1921, it accounted
for half the nation’s industrial output
and was on the threshold of even more
impressive growth. The Feffers could
sense it. Like most of their fellow Jew-
ish immigrants, they rented a flat in
the lower-middle-class Bom Retiro
quarter. The father was earning a tol-
erable livelihood in his paper products
trade; but Leon, who mastered Portu-
guese within a year, was chafing to be

+ on his own. With two other young

immigrants, he opened a small
distributorship, buying paper from
factories, selling it to wholesalers and
retailers. He did not work on com-
mission, as his father had, preferring
instead to rely on the market for his
profits. The enterprise went spectacu-
larly well. By 1930, he was able to
buy out his partners. By 1939, with its
200 employees, Leon Feffer & Cia.
had become the largest wholesale pa-
per company in Sio Paulo, and one
of the three largest in Brazil.

Years later, Feffer asked himself
how he could have missed. He had ar-
rived in this abundant, easygoing
land with a fanatical determination to
succeed, and with a family legacy of
mercantile experience. Others of the
Jewish immigrants brought skills as
spinners and weavers, as tailors and
seamstresses, as shoemakers and fur-
niture-makers. Working from dawn to
dusk in their tiny stores or work-
shops, they almost invariably saved
enough to open larges retail establish-
ments or small factories. From then
on, growth was exponential. By
1939, Jews owned several of the na-
tion’s largest textile mills, many of
the largest wholesale distributorships,
retail shops and department stores.
Even smaller businessmen were earn-
ing livelihoods that permitted a
certain leeway for relaxation. In Leon
Feffer’s case, his free hours were
spent at the Circulo Israelita do Sao
Paulo, a social club that had sprung
up among the immigrant children of
Bom Retiro. There he met his wife.
Like him, Antoinette Tepperman was
reared in an observant home. After
their marriage in 1925, they resolved
to maintain that tradition. It was still
the widely held expectation of their
generation.

The world depression struck Brazil

hard. The international market for
coffee diminished sharply. Exploiting
the crisis, Getiilio Vargas, a wealthy
landowner and president of the state of
Rio Grande do Sul, seized control of
the nation’s presidency in 1930. In the
following years, Vargas silenced op-
position through censorship, arbitrary
arrest, torture and assassination.
While not overly anti-Semitic himself,

 the President tolerated Jew-baiting to

placate his right-wing landowner and

. lumpenproletariat supporters. Many

of the latter gave their support to the
Integralista Party, a collection of
green-shirted ruffians who drew their

" inspiration from Italian and Portu-

guese fascism. With the tacit support
of important church leaders, the
Integralistas devoted an entire branch
of their secret service organization to
the surveillance of Brazilian Jewry.
Not since the Inquisition had Jews
faced such organized hostility in this
land. The danger proved to be short-
lived, however. Vargas began to have
second thoughts about flagrant pro-

Axis propaganda on Brazilian
' territory, and in 1935 he suppressed

the Integralistas. Three years later, in
an effort to combat Nazi influence
among the large German enclave in
the Rio Grande do Sul province, the
Brazilian dictator curtailed foreign-
language schools and cultural
activities, and eventually banned for-
eign-language periodicals—German,
Italian, Japanese among them.

The Jews drew an uncertain reas-
surance from these measures. Much of
their press was still Yiddish, and was
disallowed with the other foreign-lan-
guage publications. Their libraries
and schools were also tightly circum-
scribed. More ominously, in 1937 the
Vargas regime introduced severe re-
strictions on immigration—at the very
moment that Jewish refiigees from
Hitler were turning to Brazil for sanc-
tuary. No more than 14,000 Central
European Jews entered before the
outbreak of war, and afterward per-
haps 4,000 others made their way
from neighboring countries. It was by
no means a negligible total, and in
time German-speaking immigrants
comprised a fourth of Sdo Paulo’s
Jewish population. But their early
years were hard. Most of the new-
comers gained admission only by
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other cities soon afterward, and fi-
nally a national Confederation of
Brazilian Jewish Communities.

Feffer was a pioneer in these unifying
ventures, and he and his associates
did not have an easy time at first. Dr.
Ludwig Lorch, doyen of the German
Jewish community, was opposed to the
notion of an umbrella body in which
German efficiency would be subordin-
ated to ostjiidisches Politik (and, he
feared, to East European Zionism).
Eventually, he was outvoted. To no
one’s surprise, Feffer was elected
chairman of the federation, and in
later years he remained one of its per-
manent vice-chairmen. Since then,
elections have taken place biennially.
Once they were vigorously con-
tested, with candidates running on
Zionist-style party lists that were rep-
lications of the Knesset electoral
system in Israel-and evidence of the
enormous impact of Zionism on the
Diaspora (precisely as Lorch had an-
ticipated). But since the 1970s,
elections have become somewhat
perfunctory, with fewer than five thou-
sand local Jews voting. The number
is even smaller in Rio. There is no
mystery to the dropoff. Brazilian
Jews have long since developed politi-
cal and social interests beyond their
Own community.

For decades, the bedrock of Jewish
ethnicity lay in education. “The
Deitcher [German Jews] didn’t al-
ways agree,” Peffer recalled, with
some amusement. ‘“Their children
were sent to the state schools or the
English-language private schools.
But that was not our way, or the way of
the Sephardim.” Between the 1920s

closer to 50 percent.

Within the University of Sdo Paulo,
meanwhile, efforts to establish an
“Interdisciplinary Center for Jewish
Studies” have been less than success-
ful. Few Jewish students have been
induced to attend. Dr. Walter
Rehfeld, an early faculty member, put
the issue succinctly: “We have thou-
sands of Jewish students at the
universities, hundreds of Jewish fac-

ulty, even a few deans. They’re quite -

unself-conscious as Jews. But as in-
tellectuals, they tend to gravitate to
‘progressive’ social causes. There’s
no middle ground here in Brazil. [
don’t suggest that they move to the
radical Left,” he added quickly. “That
period in our history ended in the
1930s. But they simply can’t be indif-
ferent to the horrifying economic
inequities in our society. In the univer-
sity context, unfortunately, those -
issues claim most of their extracurric-
ular time. Jewish cultural activities

- come in a poor second.” Among stu-

(

dents in any Diaspora community,
they usually do. Rehfeld’s discourage-
ment notwithstanding, Jewish

culture is far from moribund in this
land. The various federations, con-
gregations and Zionist organizations
sponsor lectures, art festivals, occa-
sional theatrical performances. In Rio
and Sao Paulo, several publishing
houses have intermittently brought out
translations of well-known Jewish

. volumes. Israeli ensembles perform
' quite often, before large audiences,

and 1950s, nearly half the Jewish chil-

dren in Sao Paulo and Rio received
their primary education in a cluster of
privately funded Jewish day schools,
where the level of study was reason-
ably high. Yet, in ensuing years,
there has been a decline in both the
quality of teaching personnel and the
quantity of students. With the excep-
tion of the more recent Sephardic
immigrant groups, Jewish parents dis-
cern little need any longer to
“ghettoize” their children. Currently,
less than 20 percent of the Jewish
students in Sao Paulo attend the
community’s seven day schools; al-
though in Rio the proportion remains

and local Jewish groups enthusiasti-
cally participate in festivals with
Israeli themes—particularly in Chanu-
kah and Purim celebrations.

There are alternate routes to identi-
fication, beyond schools and
institutes. Interestingly enough, syna-
gogue attendance is one of them, and
it has as little to do with religiosity in
Brazil as in other Western communi-
ties. The Sephardic synagogue,
Mekor Chaim, is a spacious build-
ing, constructed in the traditional Near
Eastern rranner, with the dais in the
center of the sanctuary. The Sabbath
morning [ walked in, nearly every
seat was filled. Crowned with an im-
posing silk biretta, the rabbi was
intoning the week’s scriptural portion.
Congregants circulated, shaking
hands with friends, chatting in a low

undercurrent of mild cordiality.
Wives and other womenfolk in the bal-
cony murmured cozily to each other.
The atmosphere was warm, homey,
yet without the chaotic lack of deco-
rum often encountered in Orthodox
Ashkenazic synagogues.

Less than three blocks away, on Rua
Antonio Carlos, services were being
conducted at the Congregacao
Israelita Paulista. I strolled over. The
building was modernistic and vast,
seven stories high. It was a commu-
nity center, after all. Here, too, the
sanctuary was all but filled; at least a
thousand congregants were present.
The CIP remained the prestige ad-
dress for Brazil’s Ashkenazic Jews.
Unlike the Sephardic congregation,
formality was the rule here. The ambi-
ence was cordial, but restrained.
There was no chitchat. On the
dais—this time at the front of the
sanctuary—Chief Rabbi Emeritus
Pinkuss was enthroned, flanked by
three younger associate rabbis. One of
the latter was an American with
blond, modishly long hair. Plainly
quite taken with himself, he was
delivering the sermon in a Portuguese
insipid enough even for me to grasp,
and as readily to forget. [t was all very
comfortable. The turnouts I had seen
that morning were not unusual, friends
assured me later. Brazilian Jewry is
gregarious. Sabbath services are
friendly social occasions.

One cannot predict how long even
this free and easy, typically Bra-
zilian, version of social Judaism
will survive. The reservoir of Portu-
guese-speaking rabbis is limited for
Sao Paulo’s 30 synagogues, Rio’s 12
synagogues. Few Americans can be
induced to serve here. Nor would
they deal any longer with a captive
constituency. Between them, the CIP
and Rio’s ARI temple alone perform
over 100 conversions a year, even
convert children of mixed marriages to
enable them to have bar mitzvah
ceremonies. However enlightened the
practice, the sheer number of conver-
sions is evidence of a rising wave of
intermarriages (most of them, no
doubt, unaccompanied by conver-
sions) that would have been
unimaginable a generation earlier.
Hard statistics on mixed marriages
are nonexistent, but estimates range
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‘Most Brazilian Jews
remain suspicious of
populist democracy.
They take no position
against social
change—or for it. Most
of them prefer to avoid
the risk of ending up in
the wrong camp.
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| between 25 and 30 percent. As else-
where in the West, exogamy is the
price Jews and other ethnic minor-
ities pay for an open society.

As in other countries, too, the
more isolated Jewish communi-
ties—Belém, Belo Horizonte, Porto
Alegre—-are dying on the vine for lack
of spiritual or cultural leadership,
even for lack of Jewish contacts. Their
association with the major Jewish or-

i ganizations in Sao Paulo or Rio is

limited to periodic confederation or
B’nai B’rith meetings. Emissaries

| from the larger cities tend to be fund-

raisers, hardly ever teachers or rabbis.
“Why don’t our fellow Jews follow
the example of the Catholic Church,
which sends missionaries here?” la-
mented Raoul Doctorchik, a B'nai
B’rith officer from Recife, in a letter
to the International Jewish Monthly.
“What will happen to our children in
this Jewish cultural wilderness?” No
doubt they would undergo the fate of
small-town Jews in any other Western
country. Some unquestionably would
be lost. Some would not. And, gen-
erations later, some would revert. All
is comparative. Brazil’s Jewry is still
of more recent vintage than Argenti-
na’s. With few exceptions, even the
most acculturated Brazilian Jew re-
mains closer to his Jewish roots than
his second-generation Argentine
Jewish counterpart.

The Accommodation of
Congeniality
Devotion to Israel meanwhile re-

for Brazilian Jewry as for any com-
munity in the Diaspora. Between 1948
and 1983, 3,000 Brazilian Jews set-
tled in Israel. Still others maintain
~ apartments in Israel and live there
part of the year. Israeli themes remain
central to Jewish communal and cul-
tural life in Brazil—-as evidenced (we
recall) in the Knesset-style party lists
for the federation elections. “This is a
Zionist community,” insisted Fiszel
Czeresnia, chairman of Brazil’s Zion-
ist Organization. “Zionism animates
every Jewish institution we have in
this country. It’s the link with Israel
that has kept Brazilian Jewry from ex-
piring as a community.”

Czeresnia’s view was too draco-
nian. Ethnic gregariousness alone

mains as powerful a gravitational field |

probably would have done the job. In
S&o Paulo, as in Mexico City or Bue-
nos Aires, a major focus of Jewish
identity is a luxurious sports facility-
country club-community center.
Located in the affluent Jardim Amer-
ica quarter, the center encompasses a

. 2,000-seat auditorium, a theater, am-

ple classroom and office space, an
indoor swimming pool, two outdoor
swimming pools, a score of tennis
courts, as well as picnic and play-
ground areas. Like its model in
Buenos Aires, it is called Hebraica,
and its Hebraic dimension typically
may be identified less in its occasional

1 Hebrew or Yiddish lectures, or per-

formances of Jewish or Israeli music,
than in the scope of its Jewish mem-
bership. On a summer Sunday, as
many as 10,000 Jewish Paulistas can
be seen decked out here in swimming
or tennis garb. In the later hours, en-
tire families, or the younger Jewish
smart set, will have their dinners
served in one or another of the
Hebraica’s dining rooms, then dance
to fashionable society orchestras. Not
to be outdone, the Jews of Rio have
constructed their own modern
Hebraica building on the prestigious
Rua des Laranjeiras. A seven-story
building, it is equipped with compa-
rable facilities.

Undoubtedly, these luxurious
monuments to Jewish success, love of
comfort and gregariousness serve
their purpose in allowing young Jews
to meet under convivial surround-
ings. They are hardly a Jewish
innovation in hedonism. Germans,
Japanese, Italian and other ethnic
communities similarly maintain their
own community center-country clubs.
A respectable number of cultural ac-
tivities do in fact take place within the
Hebraica’s premises. Yet it i1s ques-
tionable if the club’s charter members
(Feffer, of course, preeminent among
them) anticipated that this paldcio ulti-
mately would transcend the
synagogue, federation, school or uni-
versity classroom as the single most
tangible manifestation of Jewish iden-
tity in Brazil, other than Zionism. In
earlier years, during the crest of the
Brazilian economic boom. the efful-
gence of Jewish communal life tended
to blend with a more widely diffused
prosperity. Yet even during the atflu-


































RESETTLEMENT
AND THE
SALVADORAN
GUERRILLAS

DISPATCH

ocuments captured during

D an ambush of Salvadoran
guerrillas reveal that the

Communist-backed insurgents have
launched a program to repopulate an
area in eastern Chalatenango
Department with displaced
Salvadorans thought to be sympa-
thetic with the guerrillas. In a move
to institutionalize guerrilla control
in the conflict area, the documents
describe a plan to repopulate and
control a number of villages there.
The plan calls for establishing a
secret government, information and
intelligence networks, and secret
militias, and for conducting a cam-
paign to indoctrinate the repopulated
communities in Marxism-Leninism.

These documents shed new light
on repopulation activities dating
back to June 20, 1986, when the re-
population of San Jose Las Flores
was inaugurated with a march by
131 displaced Salvadorans and
approximately 30 international
supporters from the United States
and Europe. The march was
described by participants as a
spontaneous demonstration by
displaced persons frustrated with
government policies.

According to the captured docu-
ments, however, the repopulation
effort “falls within the general plan
of the FMLN [Farabundo Marti Na-
tional Liberation Front] general
command in preparing the conditions
to launch the strategic offensive or
counteroffensive. Within the pre-
parational conditions are found
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policies, and it is precisely here that
the organization plays an important
role—orienting and mobilizing the
masses which have repopulated
these zones so that they can put
themselves forward and play the role
which corresponds to them within
the strategic offensive.”

The resettlement effort is being
sponsored by the National Repopu-
lation Coordinator (CNR), a Salva-
doran group that has been identified
as a guerrilla front organization by
defector Luz Janeth Alfaro, former
director of the FMLN-controlled,
non-governmental Human Rights
Commission of El Salvador
(CDHES). According to Alfaro, the
CNR is made up of the Committee of
Settlers of Displaced of El Salvador
and the Christian Committee of the
Displaced of El Salvador, which also
was identified as a guerrilla front
group by high-ranking Popular
Liberation Forces (FPL) defector
Miguel Castellanos.

Several hundred pages of work-
ing documents were captured March
8, 1987, when a Salvadoran Armed
Forces patrol ambushed a group of
guerrillas at El Zapotal, killing five
armed insurgents. Two of the dead
were women, identified only by their
noms de guerre, “Roselia” and
“Cycebel,” whose documents linked
them to the high command of the
FPL, one of five armed guerrilla
groups comprising the FMLN.

Among the papers was an eight-
page, handwritten document entitled
“General Work Plan of the ‘Cacho’
Leadership Team from 15 February
to 15 August 1987” that described a
repopulation effort in eastern
Chalatenango Department. Al-
though the documents do not
specifically name the villages in-
volved in the repopulation program,
U.S. Government analysts believe
that “Cacho,” which means “slice” or
“piece” in Spanish, is the code name
for the major repopulation area

located in and around San Jose Las
Flores. Other documents found
among the hundreds of captured
pages frequently mention the re-
population of Las Flores, Arcatao,
and LasVueltas.

The plan outlines general and
specific objectives, resources, and
secret and open activities. These
objectives and activities clearly show
that the FPL has masterminded the
resettlement effort to further its
political and military agenda.

The five general objectives are:
“QOrganize our work for its best de-
velopment and results; organize and
mobilize the repopulation masses;
control, orient, and direct the work in
the most efficient manner; prevent
and combat or discover whatever
intent of the enemy to take advan-
tage of the repopulated to implement
its United To Reconstruct Plan
(UPR), and better the living condi-
tions of the repopulation.” The UPR
is a nationwide Salvadoran
Government program extending
essential services and security to
former combat zones.

Specific objectives include
formulating and consolidating “the
internal structures of the party that
assure the adherence to party lines.”
Another objective is to “form infor-
mation and intelligence nets and
secret militias which ensure our
control of the repopulation and
discovery of possible enemy net-
works.”

According to the captured work
plan, international support for the
repopulation is essential to ensure
the consolidation of guerrilla control
and to denounce and discourage
attempts by the government to
thwart the FMLN plan. Two of the
seven specific objectives are to
“obtain national and international
solidarity in order to have an effec-
tive channel for publicizing our
fight” and “consolidate the legaliza-
tion of the repopulation—national or
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international.” To support these
objectives, the document lists nation-
al and international delegations as
well as national and international
groups and institutions as resources
needed to consolidate the project.

Clandestine activities outlined
in the work plan provide the means
to consolidate power. The document
calls for forming secret bodies headed
by three-member leadership teams.
The teams would meet periodically
and would meet their counterparts
from other repopulations and their
“directives channel,” according to the
document. Other “secret activities”
enumerated in the general work plan
call for biweekly party meetings and
working meetings with the “Cacho”
leadership collective.

Another captured document, en-
titled “report on ‘Cacho’ work,” says
that more follow-up and consolida-
tion (of the repopulation) is needed.
It further notes that the leadership
team is in session regularly, but that
“secret groups [are] functioning ir-
regularly due to the suspended at-
tention of the operatives.”

In addition to controlling the re-
population, the guerrillas seek to
convert any unindoctrinated settlers
to Marxism-Leninism and to
reinforce orthodoxy among the

believers. The captured documents
call for regular political
consciousness-raising sessions for
the peasants. Other “FMLN open
activities” noted include an FMLN
agitation meeting, leadership team
visits to the homes of the repop-
ulated, display of propanganda ma-
terials, activities oriented to the open
groups, and visits to the village’s
churches, school, elinic, and coopera-
tives.

According to the “report on
‘Cacho’ work,” the settlers’ disposi-
tions have improved toward com-
munity work,they are beginning to
take an interest in the cooperative
work, and “there is greater
sensitivity to the needs of FMLN
comrades.”

In this section entitled “Judg-
ments,” the FPL also notes that “a
propitious moment exists now for
beginning more offensive organi-
zations for the mobilization, there
are solid possibilities for forming the
information network, and the
population is conscious how the
enemy pursues it with its United To
Reconstruct plan.” It further points
out that the meetings serve to
elevate the political consciousness
and urges that the sessions be held
often. The document also states, “We

lack enough comrades to form more
collectives.”

The repopulation program is one
part of the guerrillas’ strategy to
overthrow the democratically elected
Government of El Salvador.
Guerrilla-controlled groups such as
the National Repopulation
Coordinator and other organizations
have portrayed the repopulations of
San Jose Las Flores, Arcatao, and
San Antonio Los Ranchos as
spontaneous movements of displaced
Salvadorans back to their homes.
These documents make clear,
however, that the militarily and
politically weak guerrillas are
continuing to mislead and manipu-
late the people of El Salvador and
well-meaning foreigners to advance
their subversion.[]
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