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THE WEEK IN REVIEW 

DEMOCRACY 
IS THE ISSUE 

IN NICARAGUA 

Section4 
Sunday, June 2, 1985 

1l1e people of Nicaragua, after overthrowing the Somoza tyranny, are again being forced to 
struggle for their freedom and their dignity. Their struggle, like that in neighboring El Salvador, has 
been waged against extremes both of the Right and the Left. Today they need and deserve the help of 
all who share the democratic faith. 

The Sandinista mlers of Nicaragua are now seeking to impose a totalitarian system upon their 
people. They will not be deterred simply by humanitarian pleas, diplomatic appeals or economic 
pressures. If the Sandinistas succeed, the Nicaraguan people will suffer greatly, and democracy 
throughout the Americas will face an unprecedented threat. 

But the Nicaraguan democratic resistance movement can alter this dangerous course of events. 
Its leaders- figures such as Arturo Cruz, Adolfo Calero, Pedro Joaquirn Chamorro and Alfonso Robelo
proved their dedication to democracy in the struggle against the Somoza dictatorship. They seek 
negotiations for an honorable peace with the Sandinistas through the good offices of the Nicaraguan 
Catholic Bishops. But the Sandinislas still refuse to negotiate with their own people. So the resistance 
leaders are now asking for our help. 

There are many issues in the present debate over U.S. policy toward Nicaragua, but the basic 
issue is this: will we stand beside the Nicaraguan democratic resistance in its struggle against 
totalitarianism? Or will we declare that this movement is a lost cause, and offer only to help its 
supporters adjust to lives as victims, refugees and exiles? 

We the undersigned-Democrats, Republicans and Independents, liberals and conservatives, 
trade unionists, businessmen, professionals, religious workers and intellectuals-believe that our gov
ernment and our people must now send an unmistakable message to Managua, Moscow and Havana: 
the American people support the struggle for democracy in Nicaragua. We may differ over what form 
our assistance should take, but we are firmly united in the conviction that our aid is a moral and 
strategic obligation. 

We urge you to join us by making your views known to the President, your Congressmen and 
your community. Help us build a movement of support throughout the United States for those in 
Nicaragua who, at great risk, are standing up for democracy. Please send a generous contribution so 
this message can be reprinted in other publications, so speakers can be sent out to present our case, so 
radio and television messages can be broadcast, and so our leaders (and the Sandinistas) will hear the 
voice of democratic America. 

To: Friends of the Democnuic Ccnler 
in Ccntrol America (PRODEMCA) 
2000'L Street, NW. Suile 200 
Wnshi11gton, DC 20036 

Phone: 202-466-8264 

0 :U~t~~ cl~~~t/~;a:~: j~!~fi?2~fJ.;~~~~:~!~~~'~ent in 
I enclose my contribu1ion or ,$ __ , M.:ikc checks p.1yable to 
PROOEMCA. 
Contributions arc 1o.x-dcd11ctible urn.krSection SO l (cl(J) of 1hc Internal 
RevcnuC' Code. 

0 Send me a full lc1t1 of 1hc propo5al for peace and democrncy0f1ht 
Nicarnguun democratic resistance. 

Nam~---------~,hone ____ _ 

Add.-c,;, _______________ _ _ 

Signatunc_ _______________ _ 

Friends of the Democratic Center 
in Central America (PRODEMCA) 

PRODEMCA: The Friends of the 
Dcmocr.ili c Center in Central 
America (PRODEMCA) is a non-

~~tf~~ 1~ 1~~i{t~~bf1~n~~~~~r~ 
for solving problems of conflict 
and development in Cent.al Amer-

~c;1d~;,,::~~~Wtnfc~~e~f~ha~s~:: 
mocracy is proving-as. for exam
ple. in El Salvador-10 be a prac
tical ahernati\'c 10 ex tremism of 

~~~t~~~i~~~ ;ro~::~~~i;l~~~s~~~;; 
intt!res1s of the Un ited S1a1es com-

bo'r~s :~~p~~~~t~o:~~!1~ke~1ci~; 
di fficult but promising effort 10 es
tablish democratic institurions :md 
prac1ices of their own. ·----------------------·--------------------------~----------------------------------------- __J 



FRIENDS OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
(PRODEMCA) 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 

The friends of democracy are gaining s1rength in Central America, and they need 
and want our help. 

Many in our country have too long believed that the only choice for the people of 
Central America is between traditional, authoritarian systems and a violent, 
repress ive new revolu tionary order. But during recent years it has become clear 
that there isa powerfuldesirefordemocracyamong the peoples of this region. This 
aspiration is increas ingly ref lected in their instituti ons. 

In El Salvador, huge numbers of citizens turned out in four elections since 1982. 
They elected Jose Napoleon Duarte as the country's new President - a President 
who has vowed to protect the rights of his people, and has taken important steps to 
do so. 

Democracy has taken a firm hold in Honduras. As in El Salvador, the military 
increasingly accepts the pr inciple of civi lian government and has worked to 
strengthen the processes of civilian, democrati c rule. Even Guatemala, which has 
had some harsh mi litary regimes, has made substantial progress toward 
democracy. And Costa Rica has for many years been among 1he few fully 
democratic societies outside of the industrialized world. 

But many threats stil l cloud the prospect of progress. Poverty, i ll iteracy and 
d isease are still widespread, and for some time to come will create a desperation 
that is easily exploited by violent and ex1reme forces. In some countries, remnants 
of the old order use violent and unjust means to try to reta in their power. Even more 
dangerous is 1he threat from the 1otalitarian left in Central America which, with 
Soviet and Cuban support, is now tightening its ho ld on Nicaragua, carrying out 
guerrilla and terrorist attacks in other countries of the reg ion, and building 
unprecedented mil itary forces. 

We be lieve that the citizens of the Un ited States have a profound moral and 
strategic stake in the victory of democracy in Central America. We believe that 
either democracy will succeed or the region will sink back into repression and 
violence. If the hope for democracy is extinguished, the resul t will be more brutality 
and repression than the region has yet known. This in turn wi ll threaten the security 
and the values of all Amer icans. 

How can we best respond to these dangers? Among us there may be differing 
views over how our social and economic assistance to the region should be 
employed- but we all agree that signif icant amounts of aid are needed. There may 
be differences over the ways in which U.S. military assistance should be imple
mented - but we agree that unless the security of these societies is defended, 
social and economic assistance is futile. 

We all agree that the democratic forces of the region must be encouraged and 
assisted. For too long Americans have debated economic and military strategies 
while neg lecting the political d imension of the problem. 

It is nol difficult to determine who is to be included among those democratic 
forces. They now include the governments of Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador 
and Panama, and the democratic pol itical forces of Nicaragua. They include 
independent businessmen and their organizations, workers affiliated with free 
unions, the Roman Catholic Church and other religious groups, professiona l and 
other private sector groups. They include the politica l parties that have parti
c ipated in democratic elections and accepted the results. These are tested 
opponents of totalitarian ism and oligarchy. And this list is only a beginning. 

WHAT WE DO 

We are joining the debate in the United States, wh ich has too often been swayed 
by those who bel ieve that the region is not ready for democracy, or that the United 
States cannot act constructive ly in the region. 

We distribute facts and information about the democratic struggle in the region 
and in specific countries, through: 

• Mail campaigns to bui ld a grass-roots network throughoutthe Un ited States 
to use our materials and speakers in local communities; 

• Pamphlets. articles, educational materials, films; 

• Press conferences and briefings on current developments and issues of 
timely interest and concern; 

• Visits by Central American leaders to speak to public gatherings, the media, 
the Congress and government officials, organizations and religious groups, 
at the national and loca l level; 

• Visits to Central America for first hand observation and study by U.S. citizens 
and leaders who talk and write about their experiences in their communities, 
organizations and the media; 

• Special events - conferences, forum meetings, teach-ins; 

• A Speakers' Bureau, making available informed spokesmen to organiza
tions, churches, schools and universit ies; 

• Special briefings for the media, organizations, Congressional representa
tives and staff, government offic ials, and national leaders. 

Strong citizens' groups are a hallmark of our democracy. Our goal is to inform 
and mobi lize the public so that our government wil l stand firm for the democratic 
ideal. 

HOW WE OPERATE 

Our Committee is composed of individuals from all sectors of American life, who 
represent no par1isan special interests. We welcome the participation of 
Democrats, Republ icans and independents, of liberals and conservatives. 

All of our Council members and officers serve as individuals and not as 
representatives of any other organizations with which they may be affiliated. Our 
activities are financed by voluntary contributions from individuals, corporations 
and foundations. We are incorporated in the District of Columbia as an educa
tional non-profit organization. Contributions to the Committee are tax deductible 
],!!)c/er:_ Sectjgn 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Cod~- _ 

We are governed by the National Council at annual meetings. Between Council 
meetings the Executive Committee is responsible for the organization and has full 
power to act for the Council. Members of the Council are consulted informally by 
the staff and the Executive Committee about policies and programs. 

We call upon people from all walks of life - business, labor, public affairs, 
education, the professions, relig ious groups - to Join with us in this program, to 
contribute generously and to carry the message to your own friends, organizations 
and community. 

r----------------------------~ 
Friends of the Democratic Center 
In Central American (Prodemca) 

729 15th Street, N.W. 
Suite 950 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Send me more information 

I would like to help in my community 

I enclose$ for the program. Contributions are tax deductible 
under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Name --- -- ----

Address ______ ___ _ - ----- ----------

Phone 

--~--------------------------J 
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irkpatri~k praises 
Central America struggle 

EUEN HAMPTON --·-
"Vencere:nos!" 
The revolutionary battle cry - namesake of the 

leftist Salvadoran guerrillas' radio station and news
paper - sounded a little strange coming from former 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Jeanne Kirk
patrick. 

She said it With the same enthusiasm and grit as 
one of the much.:ichos from the mountains, and pref• 
aced it with the same ringing invocations of freedom 
and liberty and justice. But she said it from the other 
side of the mountains to the other side of the struggle. 

Kirkpatrick spoke yesterday at a Friends of the 
Democratic Center in Central America (PRODEMCA) 
reception, part of the Miami Conference on the Carib
bean that winds up today at the downtown Hyatt Re
gency. Her audience included Nicaraguan Democratic 
force (FDN) leaders Adolfo Calero, Alfonso Callejas 
and Alfonso Rabelo; former Cuban political prisoner 
Huber Matos and Cuban-American National Founda• 
tion chairman Jorge Mas Canosa, all of whom have 
wrestled personally with revolution. 

"There are two revolutions abroad in Central 

America and in Latin America," Kirkpatrick said. 
··on~ is the revolution that relies on violence not only 
to seize power but to govern." 

The other revolution, she said, struggles tor the 
democracy that is PRODEMCA's aim. 

Kirkpatrick mentioned a move last month by the 
Sandinistas to heighten an existing state of emergen
cy by revoking certain civil rights. 

"Nicaragua's leaders, I have been very amused to 
see, have coupled these harsh measures with a soft 
new style," Kirkpatrick said, noting that on Nicara
guan President Daniel Ortega's U.N. visit last month 
he replaced an army uniform worn on a previous trip 
with a business suit. 

* * * 
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Nicaragua 
· · :Alfonso Robelo 

Now the Sandinistas Have No Excuses 
Br INdiw the U.S. uqrr11 to it1 vole to cut off 

• to die democratic retilwlce in NicaraiUa, a 
.... a.Idol libenls hal 1111111ied • rrave moral 
.nhljphon: the retpOnllbility to persuade Nicau
... , niler'I to demonltrate that only the Rea11,m 
achnltration'1 policft have kept them from fulfill• 
a., the clemocnbc promile ol the Nicarag\WI revo
lubon. Now thac thole policies clearly are no lonaer 
ill dect. there an be no more excuaea. 

A foreip olieerver could 1tt that last week'11 
¥Cite waa the result ol many (at:tor1: partiYn bit• 
---. pn,cedural conluaion and a lack of public 
adenlandin1 here about the hiatory and 1ianiJi
c.-ce ol the Nicara,uan civil war. But at the core 
ol ~I OIJl)Olition to the aid waa a moral 
aad intdectual 11111mption that ev,dently 1till 
pidee American liberalilm: communi1t1 would 
bemme democrau if only they were more 1ener
OU111J trated. 

Thia Mil remaine the conviction or the Vietnam 
fllllffltion: leMen u::h u Repa. Michael Barne, 
aad Jim Lach. and Sena. John Kerry and Tom 
Harkin. They are confident that they poge11 a 
unique topllietjc1tion and moral authority that, if. 
-,, siw'en ita way, can win over the Sandiniata 
~- It ii • conviction I know well-too 
.... It hie OOIC me five yeara of bitter diuppoint
aeat and two 1ttempt1 on my lire to learn how 
problndlJ untrue it ii. 

I mywlf am one of the Vietnam aeneration, and 
I too belirved that communi1t1 could he per• 
IUllded to respect pluraliam, human right11 and 
peace. Many ol u1 joined the Sandini1tu in a Na
tional Unity u.btion aaamat Somoza, but when 
he wu overthrown in 1979, the Sandimsus 
threw away all our carefully negotiated ,,aree-

"The young liberals of 
the United States believe 
they can now accomplish 
what so many others 
could not:,persuade the 
Sandinistas to join the 
community of responsible, 
civilized governments." 

ments for democracy and peaceful reconstnaction. 
I nevertheless terved with them on the aovernin1 . 
junta, hut wa!I obliged to resign when it became 
clear that I was a figurehead with no authority. I 
then spent two yean inside Nic:ua1t1,1a as a revo
lutionary dissident, but learned th11t the Sandini1-
tas do not tolerate political dissent. Tom Harkin, 
then a congres!lman, helped me get out of Nicar11-
gua into exile. There I helped organize appeals to 
the Sandinistaa from European socialists and 
Latin American democrats. It has come to no
thing. 

The young liberals of the United States believe 
tht>y ran now accomplish what so many others 
could not: persuade the Sandinistas to join the 
community of responsible, civilized aovemments. 

I hope that their conecienc&-and the Pft9ll1'CS 
ol your own · political 11ystem-wil now obiiee 
Messrs. Harm, Kerry, Barnes and l.adi to fO to 
Managua in order, 11 Darnel put it, to "c.al the Sar,. 
dinistas' bluff' and to execute the monl obliption 
their le,iislative victory has created. In exchanae for 
cutting off aid to our c:ause, they_ muat rueive spe
cifJC and signilkant cooces&ions from the Sandn.sus 
-:-not just fine print and eventualities. An honest 
concern for peace and hwnan riahts cannot be 111& 
fiedWlless: 
■ The Sandinistas aatte to the Nicaraguan 

bishops' call for nel()liationa with both the civic 
and armed opposition. 
■ The- Sandinista PN,pie's Army-now the 

army of 0111! political (action-becomes a aenu
inely Nicarapn army. 

• The Sandiniatae accept international ot.rv
ers who can l(Ulrantee that plul'Ulffl and • ca,;e
fire are retpttted. 

• An ironclad and prompt timetable b imple
mentinf thoee a,reernent1 ii estabMhed. 

U the youna liberala in UllllJftl caa obtain 
theM' concession, from the Sandinistaa. we will aU 
be obliged to honor their illlipt and ability. But if 
they cannot, &tleY muat have the intqritJ to pn 
me in the painJ'ul admiuion that they Wtte wron, . 
and that the 1truggle for democracy in the Third 
World cannot be fought with the communilts, it 
muat be (ouaht against them. 

1'hf' Mntf'r, ,.,,.,, Hrl¥fi ;,. ,,., /int Sortdini•ta-ltd ,,. .. 
f'Tnmf'nt of NicaraJIUa o/trr lhf' Bt•rthn,.,, of 1hr 
Somoza f'f'tilflf', i~ n1111• lhf' pnl,tirol l"'d" of thr 
,,..,idnnrr troop ndl,d th# Drmo,·mtir RrnJutwna,.\' 
All,ann•. 

I 



~ Nashville Banner ... . 
~ay,Aprtl 10, 1885 
z . -· - ·· 

FORUM A-11 

p.s. policy unity on Nicaragua could gain much 
► • • 

• P DO mind lo lbe Sandlniltas' Initial 
o1 Presldellt Ra1an'1 proposal 

a IMay t,,ace darlDc wbkb they'd 
Milk,._. wltll I.be U.&•pported perril
fil.., ftabWII &bem. T'9 Nara,ua111' 
~--... --•flul;nilu• ~-Alldied. ;:p., DO mlDd, atller, to Hoae Speaker 
'lbomaa P. "Tip" O'Neill'• allepUoa tbat 
Che prealdeol'I olfet WU just a "dirty 
~" tbat CGaar- •lll reject. Of course 
k's I trick - GI NnL U Ronald Rea1an 
lnowa anythina, be uon wbida Cricu 
1rill •ark•~ - 111d WI C1D1 Jlllt 
'1i1bt. . 
: Finllly, pay no milld t.o U. president's 
cootradlctory poliUonl on necoUIUng 
tith perrillu In El Salvador and Nlara• 
pa, reapectively. H•'• •&llmt necotialin& 
with~~- Ill Opting El S..l-
va41or'1 t, but be DOW urcea the 
Mantlt· flewllol•tu &o 1,11k peace 
with tlle CGlltr8' ftpttna &Mm. 
·-~w,..-.11M11r1r•e.e,1·,1tr1te-

. •'• ~ .. ,:_,J, ... • I• 

CY ta.d been to keep tbe Sandioilit.as io line 
by mWtarJ IDNIII. HII adlbl.nlatraUOD 
paid lip service to tile idea of I negotiated 
pace In Central America throup lhe 
Coatadora process. It held necoliationa 
wttb tba SandiDilw in Mauzaaillo, Mexi
co. Dul Reapn'• beart WiWl't ID h, DOI' 
WU IUI admletstnUcm'1 poUcy. 

Coucnu focaMI tba preiideot'1 band by 
refualn& to autbortze fundl for the lmur-
1euta fi&htin& tbe Sandiniltas. Hit vote
counters told tbe president lhat if he asked 
for fl 4 million to arm the perrillu, u be 
latended to do, be would I«-. 

Radler tbaa ~ lolinl, tbe president 
cbanpd strategy. He propo&ed a truce 
from Sunday until June 1. During that 
time lbe Sand.lnbtu and tbe insurgents 
would nqotiate under the Rom.in catho
lic Church's mediation. He •till uked for 
the $14 million, but he vo._ th.It durin& 
tbe truce none of it wotdd be, uaed for 
anm or munitions. '"l'bae luds would be 
used for food, clothing, and medicine, and 
other support for (tbe contru') survival," 
beta.id. 

' 

Con&reaa could give tbe president at Within tbe past eipt moatlll, in uort, I 
leut part of wbat lie wanta. It c:oald, for ~av• slowly beeu dlan,in& my viewl 
example, authorize 12.1 million - 60 abotd the contras, about tbe Sandinlltu 
days' worth of his requested $14 million in and their capacity to threaten Central 
annual contra funds - and stipulate that America, •bout what the U.S. aUitude 
the money 10 only for food, medicine, toward - •net tolerance for - Ulan 
clotbtng, and other nonmilitary auppliea. lboukl be.· 

Suppoee Congrea did tut. wtletber or Tbree weeks ago, I went to Nlcangua, 
not tbe Saudiniataa chaDp their rniDdl bopiD& to discover wbetber my Im~ 
and agree to talk peace. 'l'he flnt result ilom from afar beld true cloee up. They 
would be to keep tbe lnsurgeata fed, did. I witb they badn't; that would have 
clothed, healthy - and in readineas. Tbe been far leis disquieting Ulan havtn1 tbem 
second result would be to tell the Sandinis- confirmed. Those impressions now are 
tas that at last tbe Reaaan admlnillration bardenin1 Into convictions. SimplilUc or 
and Conp-ea have tbe beclnninp of can- not, they boil"down to these elemen11: 
aensus OD a policy toward Nicaragua. ■ The Saodiniltas are followiD1 tbe 

Eight months ago I wouldn't bave path that Fidel Cutro trod afler leadin& 
dreamed of auggesting that Congress &ive · Claba'1 revolution 25 years a10. If tbeir 
the contras a dime. Eight months a10 it tracing of bit footsteps coalinua, Nara-
1till seemed pouible th.It the SandilUlt.u pa will become tbe second full-Oed&ed 
would make their November 11184 elec• Commanlat state at America's doontep. 
lions open, meaningful. plurall.!tlc. That ■ It la lmperat.lve Ulat tJie Ulllted Slates 
prospect died a-bomln&, ilowe11er. TIie thwart tbat procreslioa. If peaceabla 
elections - like most of tbe Sal'ldlnitlu' meant wW suffice, then bJ all mea• ne
other early promises of representallYe ry ,venue of netoUallon aflll coacll&atioe 
govenllllell& - proved &o be OIIN'e ~ llbNld - mlllt - ha punaed. · 

■ If peaceable mum fill. tNa arme 
coamct cllrecll:, iavolvill& U.S. lor-cea I 
all but Inevitable unlea tbe UDlt.N S&aLt 
resigns i&Nlf to ,b1Ddoal111 tbe Monn 
Doclrille, DOt to aay ita owa utioaal • 
curit:,. Tbe war w•'' come DUt ,ea1 
necaaarily, bat iauanlllJ It .....U 
will come. 

That e\'tallaality can be avoided only 1 

tbe Sandiniau opea &llermelva to aecot 
atlons widl tlleir ID&erul oppoai&lol 
Tlley're far likelier to de that if LIiey fac 
a United States irllnle p. ea.idel!t ud Cor 
lftSI emkace ae ratio. 181 poUcy Lollar 
Nlcarapa. Thal llllity l tun will COIi 

lace ODI:, If tllat polkJ • Ult Ama1ca 
people's support. 

Reape'1 propoNd pee ,e talb doll't ye 
qualify • a pollcJ, but dley an a wel 
come aad poul.lN all• ll&.lwe t.o flll'ille 
lntrUl9iceDt taber-r1Ull. 1- Nor 111,u Com 
pas pu& f,rtll ila owa, t ... alleraallvt 
Baca .. It llaa't, C-, - .._.. llwl 
Reapn'1 pnlllCIUI DOt • a cllrty Irie& bu 
u a poaibie way to pr-..•• dlrtJ ... 
rWa war,,., lwiomN11.W dlrUar. 
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s .. \.8 "Give light and the people wiH find their own way" 

~ ~ .. -OD The Editor Editorial Page Editor 
Claudia Winkler 

Cincinnati ::~·n::::, Auoclete Editor 
James L. Adams Post ThOmas E. Dunning 

· 12s East Court Street, Cincinnat,, OH 4S202 (513)352-2000 Monday, Aoril 22, 1985 

Editorials 

The contras on their own 
President Reagan wanted $14 

mlllion to arm the Nicaraguan 
rebels. Instead he will get noth
ing to arm them. In Washington, 
this is known as a compromise. 

Actually, of course, the presi
dent's decision to postpone a re
quest for military aid rather 
than face congressional Judg
ment is a rather stunning defeat 
tor his Central American policy 
-and for the hope of liberaliz
ing the Sandinista government 
there. No amount of substitute 
humanitarian aid for refugees 
can compensate for the setback. 

Opponents of military aid cite 
"'their reluctance to violate the 
· territorial integrity of another 

nation and their determination 
to avoid the mistakes of Viet

. nam. Some or these same polttt-
: clans are not quite so deferential 
· to sovereignty ( thank goodness) 
. when 1t comes to funneling food 
relief to rebel-held areas in 
Ethiopia, money to independent 
labor unions in Poland and 
weapons to Afghan guerrillas. 

Some opponents or aid to the 
: Contras recently even proposed 
. arming rebels fighting the 
Cambodian government. In 
short, the concept of territorial 

· integrity for them is the polemi-
c al equivalent of a tuxedo, re
served for special occasions. 

The parallel with Vietnam ls 
even less convincing. N icara
gua's location and historical 
relationship with the United 
States, as well as its internal 
characteristics, cou_ld hardly be 

more different frorr. ·. ietnam's. 
Nor, for that matter, does 

history dictate that U.S. mllitary 
aid escalate into direct interven
tion. Vietnam was the exception 
in that respect. 

There is one similarity, how
ever: congressional ambivalence 
and half-measures in both in
stances. 

Although Congress w 111 not 
support the Nicaraguan Contras, 
it can't quite bring itself to 
admit that it has there! ore pro
tected the Sandinistas. No, the 
odor of Marxist doctrine in 
Managua 1s a bit too powerful 
!or that. Instead, Congress 
apparently will provide humani
tarian aid for refugees and thus 
attempt to make its course look 
better. 

Ironically, the refugees in
clude many families of the guer
rillas, so aid to one inevitably 
will bolster the other. It won't 
make a decisive difference for 
the rebels, of course, but it prob
ably wlll be enough to result in 
additional, futile deaths. 

But that 1s what comes of an 
American foreign policy that 
tries to have it both ways. Rath
er than provide anyone with the 
tools to succeed anymore, the 
United States does Just enough 
to guarantee a prolonged and 
bloody failure. Just enough, too, 
so that our leaders can walk 
away from the debacles they 
engineer and proclaim, !aces 
straight, that they tried their 
very best. 

I 
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For the Record 
From a statem.:nl by Al{o~o &b.!lo, a 
fomwr member of Nicaraf1Ja's jl.i.fl/a 
and nou· ori.t· of the three ciuilian lead
ers Qf the Unitr>d NicOJUR.uan Oppo,i
ti<m , deliuered to the Social Democrats, 
USA, on JUM 15: 

The vote last Wednesday ill the 
U.S. House of Representatives to aid 
the Nicaraguan democ::ratic: resiltw,ce 
was stronger than we expected. But I 
for one was disappointed that 90 mmy 
Democratic Party leaders whom I ad
mire failed to join in it. Alter all: 

It is we who stand for a free trade 
union movement in Nic.aragua. 

It is we who stand for the rights of 
the Miskito Indians and the Creoles on 
the Atlantic coast. · 

It is we who stand for a free press, 
for civil and political rights, for schools 
that teach rather than indocrinat.e and 
for religious liberty. 

And it is we who want and deserve 
the full support of the liberals of the 
United States. 

Only when w~ have bipartisan, lib
eral and conservati\'e support in the 

.- United States can we promise our 
other friends and supporters that we 
will be able to follow a steady and ef
fective course of action. 

Only when we have broad popular 
support in this country and elsewhere 
can we consolidate our unity as Nica
raguans. Then we can adueve far 
more coordination and disciptine 
among all the insurgent forces in Nica
ragua 's civil war. This will help us pre
vent human rights abu~s by individu
als in our country who may react reck
lessly to the provocations ol the San
dinistas. This will help us achieve the 
cohesion we Med if we are to actiffly 
pursue a political IOlution to the con
flict, opening the doors for national 
reconciliation. 
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1~icaragua's P-ot~ntial Impact 
THE HOLOCAUST was unknown to 

.. most Americans In World War II, 
-though at least a few at the higher lev
els knew or_suspected what was happen
ing. The debate will be endless , perhaps, 
over what should or could have been 
done about It. But nobody should forget 
lt. 

Nor should anyone forget a more 
subtle holocaust today In many parts of 
the world - Afghanistan and Cambo
dia, !or example. Nations are being 
raped In the name of somebody's sense 
of "Justice." Yet If wh0lesale butchery 
amounts to a holocaust of sorts, assaults 
on political and economic freedom In 
any form are also reprehensible - and 
legion. 

In this 40th year since the end of 
World War and establishment of the 
United Nations, man's inhumanity to 
man makes headlines globally. Whether 
of right or left, the efforts of totalitari
ans are unabatlng. And almost inevita
bly, they Involve Congress and the White 
House. 

THAT'S WHY lobbyists fanned out 
a.cross America last week on both sides 

r-,.(.)f the Sl4 mlllion aid-to-Contras Issue. 
fhose opposed point to the Contras' 
atrocities - atrocities conceded. though 
by no means applauded, by Alfonso Re
belo, a former top Nicaraguan business 
leader and co-founder of one of the 
leading Contra groups, on his Cinc in
nati visit. Yet Robelo emphasized that 
many others, beyond the Nicaraguans 
themselves, had a stake in what hap
pens In Nicaragua. 

You'r.e struck by Robelo's modera
tion. He doesn't come across as a doctri
naire anti-Communist 'l! the super
emotional stripe. That makes him all 
the more believable. A 1961 chemical
engineering graduate of the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y., Re
belo wants President Reagan's Nicara
guan peace plan to succeed. The plan 
would assign the Sl4 million Initially to 
humanitar ian aid - food and medicine 
- to the Contras. It would go ror mili
tary supplies only If after 60 days or 
negotiation and no peace the Contras 
asked for arms. 

"We would accept Daniel Ortega as 
president untll a plebiscite t,o determine 
what the people want," Robelo ex~ 
plained. " .. . This ls a tremendous op-

'\ Aortunlty to stop the bloodshed." The - · 

:.i ~ ........... ,.~ ... ,· - ...,. 
I 
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Robert 
Webb 
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Contras have offered to do what the 
Salvadoran rebels so far have refused to 
do - lay down their arms and partici
pate in the political process. if a bona 
fide one can be devised. Robelo called 
Mr. Reagan's gesture. based largely on 
what the Contadora Group of four Latin 
American countries has sought, "one 
last effort !or a political solution." 

ROBELO RECOGJ\'IZES the dlfflcul-... 
ties of convincing Congress. For one 
thing, It's hard for many Americans to 
make the connection between what 
happens to Nicaragua and what could 
happen to them. or other Latin coun
tries, including Mexico. Cincinnati's U.S. 

It's hard for many 
Americans to make 
tlie connection 
between what happens 
to Nicaragua and what 
could happen to them. 

Rep. Willis D. Gradison Jr., R, said on 
public television's "Capitol Journal" the 
other night that the Contra-aid issue 
wis by no means the top one in his 2nd 
District. It's not a grabber, like, say, a 
tax-hike or tax-cut proposal. Gradison 
did not say - and perhaps didn't know 
- how he would vote on the Contra a.id 
lssue. 

But Robelo sought to put to rest the 
minds or those who fret that helping 
the Con~ras - a word he disdains <··con
tra" means "against") - means helping 
restore the Romaclstas to power. That 
he'd help restore anything resembling 
the Somoza dictatorship would be Ironi
cal: Robelo w,ts one of the !Ive members 
of the original junta go\·ernlng Nicara
gua In the wake of Somo2:1·s overthrow. 
He Is a memb~'"'-,f the Revolution-

ary Directory or the Democratic Revolu
tionary Alllance, fight.ing to bring de
mocracy t.o his country. 

HE OFFERS these figures: "Out o! 
15,800 revolutionary fighters as of Fl'b. 
22, 1985, there were only 220 forrr.er t-:a
tlonal Guardsmen (of Somoza's era) -
1 ½ %; out of 54 field commanders, 12 
were former National Guardsmen -
25% - of whom seven were lieutenant~: 
four. sergeants; and one, a captain. None 
could be pinpointed as to having com
mitted a crime. They were tco young to 
have been involved in the corruption oi 
the Somoza era." Nor does he contend 
the Contras (or, to use !"tis term, revolu
tionaries) have a "'"'nopoly on atroci
ties. Moreover, he :sa,d he had sunived 
two attempts on his own life. 

Not 24 hours after Robelo made his 
case, contending the Soviet Union and 
Cuba do indeed hope to spread their 
anti-freedom virus throu:,(hout the 
hemisphere, Carlos E. P a fomo. who 
headed El Salvador's Agricul t"Jral Devel
opment Bank in 1982-84. made a simil:--: 
one. He sought support for the Contr";; 
on grounds that what nappe:1s in ~lca
ragua has direct bearing on E: ; Salvador. 
"The people of the LTnited States must 
understand that the war (in ~icaragua ) 
Is not Just the Contras' war but it's an 
American war, an ideolcgical war, t-0 de
fend freedom and democracv." Palomo 
said . He said the guerrillas aim in his 
country to destroy its economy - and 
he said they'd done a pretty good job o! 
lt."We must !!"ht this (ideo loc: ical) war 
together, we need help." he rni phas1zed. 
"When y0u support the Cont.ras. you 
support El Salvador." 

THE BEST solution in Nic:;.ragua, ob
viously, would be a negotiated one as
suring a free press and free assembly -
in short, a free atmosphere in· wi1ich the 
Nicaraguans could determine v.hat they 
wanted. I! Mr. Reagan's (or anyone 
else's) plan can hasten that. it should be 
supported to the hilt. Nicaragua 's future 
Is, to be sure, related to that or America 
- and the Americas. 

Those who know what's h::ippenln~ 
there. and most members of Cunp1:ress 
should ha\·e a fairly clear lde:i. by no\l.· . 
sl1ouldn't have any regrets JO. :.:J - or -rn 
- years from now that they didn't do 
enough. 

Robert \\'ebb is a member of The En lUl
rer's edltcrlill board. 
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Opinion 
-0,, ~ Claudia Winkler 

Seeing your revolution for what it is 
The turntnir point Is different for 

dlUerent people. 
I will never forget the Cuban. now 

an American citizen, who told me his 
hopes tor the ren,lullon tlnally dtP.d. 
after ca.,tro·s Ukeon•r. ,..h'!n ht first 
heud political ~loi;ans tct11:een the 
dial ton.-s en the ll'lephun.-. Some
ho-..: that exp<!rlenre kllk.1 the la.st 
tr.1c"s :>~ hi\ bellet lhat the ne111 Cuba 
co~!d b" a dt:"morrallc crf'atlon of the 
p,.-c;;·: .. r ... tlirr than s,1melhln1t lm
p,:,,,·d from abo,~ b}· the men with 
the s:utzam .. nd lhe iruns. 

II 15 all•-.. }'s a gr;1<J11al proce$.,, this 
reallzauun reena~t«'d so of~n -In our 
cen1:.1ry. But u~•i..Jly, th.-re are mo
ments ~hat st;u,d out. 

Adr1.i:1.1:. Gullll'n, the SorbOnne
ec!ucattd ·•:1f~ or a i-1car:11ruan doc
to:, sympathized with the oppos,uon 
to the Somou dictatorship In her 
country ror a decade. Re~ulullonary 
a;if'nt,. used h" house as a plac-e to 
p~t on lllsgul~o anll h1t1e ,.-~apons. 
Al:er tt,e rt',11!u 1.:,,n In July l!J7fl, she 
t.:>ok a Job ..-1th tht Mlnl5try of Cul
tu:,e so a., to fr,llo"' t!'lrough on her 
corr.a:itment t.o a democratic renew
al or Nlc.1ra.u.i.n 'IOCtl'ty. 

Sut the armed, Marxist-Leninist 
party lu the revolutionary coalition 
-the S=dlnUl..il-WU dominant 
from t.he swt. Mrs. Quillen wu aent 

t.o Marxist Cuba for training, and the 
Intense Indoctrination she was ex- \ 
posed t.o raised grave doubt.!. The 
trainers were Bulgarians, and the 
subJe~ was how to wipe out an old 
culture and Implant a new one. 

Alter that, Mrs. Gulllen ll!ft her 
go\·ernment Job and became a re
porter for the chief Nlcun,guan 
newspaper, La Prensa. On the first 
anniversary of the Nlcaragunn revo
lullon. she coverl'd the commemora
tion of the victory In a small town 
outside the cap11.al and flew u,ere In 
a guvtrurnent h"llcopter w Ith the 
Sandlnlsln reprt'~entatlve, Tomas 
Uorge. lier blood ran cold, she said, 
when she realized that the pilot of 
the helicopter was yet another help• 
fut foreigner, a member of the PalH• 
Line Llberauun Organization. · · 

Adrianna Guillen, like so many 
demor.rallc opponent.s of dictator• 
ahlp In Nicaragua, Is now In exile. 
Another, AUon~o Rabelo, who was In 
Cincinnati recently, told what had 
been the turning points for him. 

Alfonso Rabelo Callejas was one 
of the five members ot the revolu
Llonary Junta tha.i.t offlclally govern
ed Nicaragua after Somoza tell. But 
he was not a Sandinista. An 
American-trained chemical enrl
neer, he wu a prominent leader In 

business organizations throughout 
the 11170s. When tile assasslnnllon ot 
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, edit.or or 
the anti-Somoza newspaper La 
Prensa, mobilized so many Nlcara
ruans against the dictatorship, 
Rabelo helped call a general strike 
and bring the private sector and po
litical moderates Into active support 
for the revolution. But his experience 
In politics, he says bitterly now, waa 
very small . 

Aller the vlct.ory, Robelo remain
ed In the revolullu1111ry Junta for 
nine months, but from thi, start, he 
said, the Sandlnlstas' determination 
to consollda~ all power In their own 
hands and push out all other ele
menl.li of the revolutionary coalition 
was plain. So was their eltecLlveness 
at achieving tllat end. 

Within days of entering the capi
tal, Sandinista soldiers seized key 
lnslllullons tor the Sandlnlstas, not 
for the revolutionary coallllon . Thus, 
the offices of Somoza·s newspaper, 
Nove<lades, becaune the b:ise tor the 
Sandinista party newspaper, Robelo 
&llld. The headquarters of Somozll'a 
pseudo-!ai>or unions becarne the 
nerve center tor new SandlnlsL& 
worker or11anlzat1ons. The army was 
named the EJercll.O Popular Sandl
nlata. The democratic members of 
the Junta rou11ht the Sandlnlstu 

( 

The Cincinnati Po~t. Monday, April ?2, 1985 11 A · 

unsuccessfully every step of the way. 
A special turning point for Robelo 

came aflt'r the Soviet lnv11slon of At
ghnnlsLnn, In December 1979. Robelo 
called an emergency meeting of the 
Junta and urRed an Immediate pub
lic denunciation of the Invasion. One 
of his arguments was that It was par
Ucularly lmporl.anL for Nicaragua. so 
close to the United Slates, to speak 
out against a superpower's Interven
tion In ILS nelt1hbor's actalrs. 

The Junta supported him by a 
vote or 4 to I, wllh Daniel Orlt'ga, the 
key leader or the Sandlnlsla party, 
now president or Nlc-arugua, sLD.nd
lng alont'. Yel on the he«-ls of thll 
voi.e, the Sa11dlnlsl11 parly direct.or
ate, without Informing the Juni.a, In
structed Nicaragua's ambassador In 
New York to abslaln on lhe U.N. vote 
condemnln& lhe Soviet Invasion. 

Robelo Is only one of the exiled 
democratic revolutlonarles of 
Nicaragua now fighting the Sandl
nlstas aud seeking American back-
11111 for their cause. Arturo Cruz, for
mer Sandinista ambassador lo the 
United States, and Adolfo Calero, a 
businessman who w11s Imprisoned by 
Somoza for his opposition acthlllu, 
are others. What thesr "contrasM 
want Is a lair chance to participate 
In a democratic political proceas In 
their country. 

Their formal otter t.o thr Sandl
nlatas Is for a cease-fire and a na-

tlonal dialogue mediated by the 
Nicaraguan Conference or Bishops 
and guaranur<l by obsernrs from 
Central American go,·ernmeni.s. 
lJanlel Ortega would remain presi
dent while a ne11· elt-ct.1ral la•· w.·as 
being dru11·n up. Then tree elections 
for a new conslltut·nt assembly and a 
pleblsclte on ""hether to hold a new 
presidential elecLlon would ulle 
pluce under lntrrnullonal suprrvl
slon. 

It Is a decent otter. and to remain 
true LO !tselt the United Statu 
ahoul<l be barking the forces lhat 
hu·e made It. Yet the president's re
quest fur a modest Sl4 mllllon In 
mllllary aid Is t·xpeclf'd t.o be <lefe&t• 
ed In the House Tursday. A sut>sll
tu te package ot non-mllll.ary .ild 
may then ~queak \.hr11u11h Conareu. 

We Arnerlc.i.r,s. •·ho rlthUy loathe 
the u:;e or forcf'. are app:irenlly un
a b I e 10 grlL,p lhat the threat ot:r 
democn1t1c n,•111:hbon, and ulttm3te• 
ly we. face Is from ,irma-d men men 
armt·d with ..-.. :,po11s and v.·l~h 1.<n 
lnt . .-rnallo:ial 11frology that JuslJ!les, 
lnde~d rtcqulres, ~hr1r use . Not 
enougl1 of us ha,·r r►-;1.:hl"d lhe mrn
tal turning point th.it n:~l.rs a lo~f'r 
or liberty Into a drtendrr of llber~y 
and an eni,my of opi,rr.sslon lnt..o one 
who flght.s tyranLS. 

Claudia Wln.tlt!f Is t>dltorl&I J)a6e 
editor o/ Tht Cincinnati PosL 
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DEMOCRACY 
IS THE ISSUE 

IN NICARAGUA 

The people of Nicaragua, after overthrowing the Somoza tyranny, are again being forced to 
struggle for their freedom and their dignity. Their struggle, like that in neighboring El Salvador, has 
been waged against extremes both of the Right and the Left. Today they need and deserve the help of 
all who share the democratic faith. 

The Sandinista rulers of Nicaragua are now seeking to impose a totalitarian system upon their 
people. They will not be deterred simply by humanitarian pleas, diplomatic appeals or economic 
pressures. If the Sandinistas succeed, the Nicaraguan people will suffer greatly, and democracy 
throughout the Americas will face an unprecedented threat. 

But the Nicaraguan democratic resistance movement can alter this dangerous course of events. 
Its leaders-figures such as Arturo Cruz, Adolfo Calero, Pedro Joaquim Chamorro and Alfonso Robelo-

. proved their dedication to democracy in the struggle against the Somoza dictatorship. They seek 
negotiations for an honorable peace with the Sandinistas through the good offices of the Nicaraguan 
Catholic Bishops. But the Sandinistas still refuse to negotiate with their <1wn people. So the resistance 
leaders are now asking for our help. · 

There are many issu~s in the present debate over U.S. policy toward Nicaragua, but the basic 
issue is this: will we stand beside the Nicaraguan democratic resistance in its struggle against 
totalitarianism? Or will we declare that this movement is a lost cause, and offer only to help its 
supporters adjust to lives as victims, refugees and exiles? 

We the undersigned-Democrats, Republicans and Independents, liberals and conservatives, 
trade unionists, businessmen, professionals, religious workers and intellectuals-believe that our gov
ernment and our people must now send an unmistakable message to Managua, Moscow and Havana: 
the American people support the struggle for democracy in Nicaragua. We may differ over what form 
our assistance should take, but we are firmly united in the conviction that our aid is a moral and 
strategic obligation. 

We urge you to join us by making your views known to the President, your Congressmen and 
your community. Help us build a movement of support throughout the United States for those in 
Nicaragua who, at great risk, are standing up for democracy. Please send a generous contribution so 
this message can be reprinted in other publications, so speakers can be sent out to present oar case, so 
radio and television messages can be broadcast, and so our leaders (and the Sandinistas) will hear the 
voice of democratic America. ' 

Friends of the Democratic Center 
lnCentral America (PRODEMCA) 

LIST OF SIGNERS• (w, ~) ---~~.NewVork 
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81 STEPHEN KINZER I "'Nam,w-minded politicians ln 
Wutuncton are bac:Jwl& :he wrong side 

· NANA e 27 _ in this revolution," said Rodger 
For four m New McAfee, one of the farmers. "We are 
York City, a recent Visit here was a sup~rting a reactionary miHtary or
c:bance to wortt in a Nicarasuan mater- pruutaon that blows. ug ap,cultural 
aity hospital, lharin& ideas and learn- plant.s_ that !~ people. 
m, about health care in rrvolutionary Anu-S&nduusta lnsUT1ents bave 
eoc:iety. But their mission was as milch oft.en atuclted economic targeu, in
fOl.itical as medical . . dud1111 Gove~ent-cwned farm IIDA: 
· They are among tens of thousands of cbinery ~ cmn d~ • 
Americans who have Visited Nicara- The Minister of Foreign Tnde. Ale
,ua since the 1979 revolution. 1bese ~ro Martinez C~, who recent!) 
l"isiu have given many of them a basis nslted ~eral dt1es ~ the Un1ted 
'10speak acainst Administration policy. States, estimated on his return that 
aut their critics, who include 10me 100.~ Americans ~d come to Nicara
luders of the Nicaragu&tl opposition. IUA 11.ner the Sandinista takeover. 
say many fa.ii to address fundamental Meet Sandllllsta Leaden 
questions about what Is bappeni.n& Members of 10me delegations meet 
Wider Sandinista Nie. With ranking Government leaders 

•'11,ese trips are not propaganda," 

-

Id Vice President 5e...,;o Ramirez while othen taJte pan ln public cere
• •· monits or a.re quoted in the Sandinista 

Mercado recently. "Ailyone who c:omes press. 
110 Nicaragua bas an open p:mibillty to Many of the deleptions a.re reli
eee uiything." 11ou.s. 1n the last fn months, lmpor-

Tbere are those, however, who say &ant Lutheran, Presbyterian, Ulllted 
that many Yi.lit.in& Americans are Cbun:b of Chri.st and Methodist leaders 
..i·ve about the tn,e nan.in of the San- llave been amoni the visitors . 
dinista Front. Most of the vi.sits by Protestant 

-...n1aJ to die ladlnlstu lf'OUPS are organized through the 
ettiome bmestly come to lnvstipte, Protest&nt Committee for Aid and 

1111! most come to confirm what they al- ~lopment, Aca>rding to P9UY 
nady believe," la.id Jaime Chamorro Heiner, who works for the ors&n1zauon 
Cardenal a.ri editor of ..... -ttioD IJ'TaJllin& schedules for Che 'lilltors, 

• ....... ......- IDOSt of ... __ •ho come~ betweeu M'WIP&per La Prensa. ''Tbey are 1a1t ......., 
,own bere by 1roup5 that a.re partial to lbe ages of 30 and 40, aearly all a.re 
Cbe Sandiniltu, and once they get bere from tbt middle c1us and balf a.re 
Ibey are quite llcenuous-n.e,, belieff clerl)'. •"Ibey loot aJ"0UDd and eee 
~ tbey a.re told." what the Government hen ii tryln& to 
• Tbe ~Wives arranpd their do for tbt people, and the)' leave ukinc 
trip thnNlb a New York orpniz.ation what they can do to turn American 
abed Madre, wbicb bas beer\ a.idin& policy around," Mrs. Heiner la.Id. 

~•• main women's bospltal for .,onOne, 't/Amluie:c:r ~C:U-. ..:a=: .-en than. ,-r. and throu&h the San- .. 
ani,ta women's orpntzation. bahed • permanent prwence ir'I Nicara-

.. Our preNDOt bere ii a aip of 1011- sua and has bf'OU&ht more Uwi 1,JOO 
~tv wtth what ls ........ cm ln N·cara people from ac:roa the Unhed Stat• to 

.i •-
1 

• Jake pan in &11 uusual aet of ac:tivtties pa,•· -.id ane of the n~michr.ves, of 
Jenifer Damn. •-nil apmenoe • a.ere. M pan their procnm, visitors 
FUii to bclp III orpD1.ze be&Jth won- are aent to live for WYeral days m re
f" 1.n the States m aippc111nan ID wt.at mote IO'Wnl, many in arai WkN 
a.pn la doln&-". nbe15 bave baer\ active. 

F..-\ 1a - "lndan llay "G.c Ver)' F1nd Up' 
of Americana d all aorta Tbr an,inal Idea WU I.hat the pres. 
Ni tJ mce of Americans bl battle aws =e Miu Dohm~~ miaht d9ter attacks, •c:c:ordill& to ane 

tNr't lnlt.nactma Nkaral\l&II aane& m ol the gn,up'1 coordinaton, Ed Grtffin_.bod, of IMdrin& cbildbtnh, a baJf. Nolan, a _,-n old. But W1tnea for 
6-11 farmers trmD Califorma were ,._ce II eow acUve bl denoundna 
~ .Sib M1D1ster d Alricultun ~ rtpu alues by nbel torcm 
,1aune WbNJoclr. to~ tbeir plan to lbat IU wan.en MY tbey have leam.1 
lldp2JJ traC1Cn and N'Wftl small cot• about lb tnpl U'IIUDd t.be caunttry. 
- pi -In& plan&I 10 Nk:al'IIUI u .. We art 11'71111 IO build lri under• 
~ ot a ce~ ot IIIPPGft .., ._ ,,...,llY,l,l:w lb die tJnlled Siai. of the 

· .,_,.., •• ff\l'Clllluticl. th ud ~ ~ ~ Ibis 

..:," Nr. Griffin-Nolan 1&id. 
0n "'lllunday mornings, Yilitin& 

Americans often as,emble in front of 
~ Uni:ed States Embassy l:>uildi.ng in 
Mana,ui · to protest Administration 
paUcy towan1 Nicarqua. 'The demon
ltnticr.a, Which are span.l01'9d by the 
Committee of U.S. Citizens Uving in 
Nk:arat,a, bave been held weekly for 
more Umi a ,,_r and a half. 

Althou&h Chere ls DO reliable esti
aate of botf many Americans live 
Mre, the mmiber is t!lought to be at 
llut UOO. AmCIDg them are 10Ciolo
llltl and -=namists working for Gov
anament qendes, doc:ton and nunes, 
llllfvenit)' prof-..on and about 150 
nlisiCIUI WOrken. 
~ l6de ., a llory' 

lame « the reliafous activists who 
Yi.lit here have cnuc.s within their own 
denominations ... Unfommately, there 
II only one side of a story bein& told," 
said the Rev. Mario Fiandri, an ltali~ 
born priest who was a:pelled from 
Nicarap Last year for pull)On.ed in
'W"Dlvement ln political acts. 

One American who ncently visited 
Nicaragua. R.oben R. Peck, athletic di
ncu,r of Williams CoUe,e, said he and 
other relilJous Americans who come 
laere .. believe in a philcaophy Chat's 
biblically bued, wbicb means It's kind 
fl/f lOcialist." 

.. It uys,•• lie said, wr.ed yaur ~ 
er ... 

••p,.,ple undem.and tbe falllts of the 
n'VOluUcm, but tbey also understand 
the pnenl directicm of the rewlutiori 
ud approve of it," Mr. Peck la.Id. 
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Americans Pay Tribute to a Revolution 
. __ for B(!,ckpac~ing 'Sandalistas, 'Nicaragua Seems a Jfay Station on '60s Trip 

By Edward Cody 
, Wa.ttin.r1on POl!Jt Forr1p St-rvk'f" 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, July 
22-0ne honored guest at the San
dinista revolution's sixth anniver
sary celebration this weekend was 
Mayor Bernard Sanders from Bur
lington, Vt. 

A church ceremony lauding For
eign Minister Miguel d'Escoto and 
his two-week-old fast for peace was 
organized by U.S. citizens living in 
Nicaragua. Their tribute ended 
wi(h tw~ women, one strumming a 
guitar, smgmg a song whose refrain 
was "Thanks to the Nicaragu:ms," 
and with the Americans chanting a 
Sandinista guerrilla slogan . 

Tens of thousands of such Amer• 
icans have come to \'isit the revo
lution here since the Sandinista Na
~ional Liberation Front took power 
m 1979. For most, short visits were 
enough. Others have stayed to live 
and work for an extended period. 
Either way, most have made their 
trip a gesture of solidarity with the 
Sandinistas and a mark of opposi
tion to U.S. policy toward Nicara
gua . 

For many, traveling here con
firms an already solid bt>lil'f in what 
the Sandinistas are trying to do. 
Working on a coffee plantation for a 
fe\\' weeks as an "intern:itionalist" 
provides an opl)<irtunity to share in 
<'oncrete expression of an ideal, 
murh as some .American ]t'wish 
youths find satisfaction working 
summers on an Israeli kibbutz. 

For others, the backpacking "san
dalista.s." Nicaragua seems to be a 
way station on a trip back through 
the 1960s. One Nicaraguan calls 
these young visitors "totally con
fused Americans." Although most 
Americans here perhaps are not so 
confused. few appear to make crit
ical appraisals of what they see. 

As a result, anti-Sandinista Ni
caraguans charge that most Amer
icans come here with pro-Sandinista 
organizations, arrive with a predis
position to like what they see, will
mgly believe what they are told by 
their Sandinista hosts and then re
turn to the United States to get out 
the "truth." 

Some cannot wait to get back. 
Visiting U.S. correspondents fre• 
QUt'llt ly have been buttonholed in 
Ma11.1gua hotel corridors by "intC'r· 
n_ationalists" with insistent sug!:(t's• 
t1011s on how to improve coverage 
of Nicaragua. 

Salomon Alarcon. spokesman for 
the government's Nicaraguan Com
m,_ttee for Solidarity wit!! Peoples, 
said such testimony by · returned 
U.S. visitors is an important source 
of support for Nicaragua in the 
United States. 

"Without neglecting the impor
tance of the rest of the world we 
think that solidarity from the North 
American people has a special role to 
play," _he added. "The visitors are . .. 
v_ery _ important, because our objel·· 
hve 1s not only to have the,;e people 
owk rnffet' or build houses. but also 

Alarcon said J,000 Americans 
visited Nicaragua in 1984 through 
his organization's contacts with 
sympathetic U.S. groups. Many · 
DJore visited through church and 
political groups without rontacting 
the committee. he said, making the 
number of visitors impossible to 
estimate. 

Bobbie Camacho, a 35-year-old 
administrative assistant for a lega I 
services group in the San Francisco 
area, made her visit to Nicaragua 
for this year's anniversary celebra
tion in a 15-member delegation 
from Friends of Nicaraguan Culture. 
The organization describes itself as 
a network of "artists, cultural work
ers, intellectuals, opinion-makers 
and all people who work with ideas" 
seeking to generate support for Nie• 
aragua. 

"We also support the struggles of 
the peoples in Central America and 
the Caribbean,- including El Sal
vador and Cuba, Camacho ·said ,1s -
she hurried from the d'Escoto trib
ute to another event. 

However they get here. high-rank• 
ing Sandinista officials appear to ar-

~ cord importance to the gesture~ 
from U.S. visitors. President Daniel 
Ortega mentioned Sanders' attend· 
ance during his July 19 speech. The 
government press office sponsored a 
news conference later that day in 
which Sanders and several visitors 
from other countries denounced U.S. 
policy toward Nicaragua. 

In its coverage of the July 19 fes
tivities, under the headline "World• 
wide Support for the Revolution," 
the progovernment Nuevo Diario 
newspaper listed visits by the U.S. 
and other solidarity groups to De
fense Minister Humberto Ortega, 
then added: 

-Debbie Meuben, representative 
of the network of Solidarity with 
the Nicaraguan People, which has 
offices in all states of the North 
American nation, called being in 
Nicaragua very important "because 
at this time when U.S. aggression 
has been continuing to increase, we 
consider that the friendship be- , 
tween our two peoples has only in
creased.' -

In addition to the visitors, several 
hundred Americans live and work 
here full time. Activists among 
them, often joined by visitors pass
ing through, gather Thursday 
mornings for regular demonstra· 
lions in front of the U.S. Embassy 
to protest U.S. policy toward Nic
aragua. 

Lin Roth, daughter of a retired 
U.S. Navy officer. teaches ecology 
at the Jt>suit-run University of Cen
tral America and has been here 
since October 1981. Roth, a 35• 
year-old Raddiffe graduate, ex• 
plains her continued stay here as 
professional satisfaction accompa
nied by political commitment. 

"I've never been anywhere where 
what you do can count so much," 
she said. 
Roth, who played the guitar during 
the song for D'Escotod'Escoto, said 
she particularly opposes U.S. fund
ing of the anti·S,1ndinista contra 
rebels known as contras who have 
been fighting to overthrow the San
dinista government for more than 
three years. 

"I think that this is the worst 
problem here," sht' addt•d. "The 
other problems are not going to get 
solved as long as the aggression 
goes on. My main responsibility as a 
U.S. citizen is to speak out against 
this war." 

w~sHtN6..1D~ ros, 
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The Newest Political Pilgrims 

Paul Hollander 

M ARXIST-LE:-.-1:-.-1sT :'\ ic:uagua has in the 
bst few Years emerged as the new 

destination of political tourists from the l'nited 
States who haYe re,·i\'ed a grotesque and embar
rassing tradition in \\"estern intellectual-political 
history: the reYerenti:1! pilgrimage to highly re
pressiYe Communist countries by educated people, 
beneficiaries of considerable political freedom and 
material well-being. 

By 1979 this tradition had temporarily fallen 
into discredit. Follo,,·ing the death of :Mao in 
1976, his successors' reYelations about Chinese so
ciety large!'" demolished the worshipful accounts 
the pilgrims to Chin;t had brought back earlier. 
:\Iao himself ceased to be deified and \e\·en before 
the offici:t! Chinese rejection in late 19S-1 of :\farx
ism as an infallible guide to the future ) the new 
Chinese regime began moYing to,\·anl more free 
enterprise and better relations with the l'nited 
States. 

By the ea r l\' 1980's a number of de\·eloprnents 
had also reduced the glamor and reputation of 
another Communist country, Cuba . On the one 
hand, Dr. Benjamin Spock still bel ieYed that 
" . .. the Ca5tro go\'ernment . . . ha!i.omade remark
able, admir:ible progress in educition . in homing, 
in ... health care-for all citi1ens:· and for ;1 
publication of the l"nited :\[ethodist Church. 
Cuba, as of 198 l, still represented "a Yi sion of the 
future ." On the other hand, the appea l of Cuba 
to its Amer ican admirers was sharply reduced by 
the outpouring in 1980 of. 125,000 refugees (most 
of them poor. and young, and dark-skinned). the 
persecution of homosexuals, the growin.~ militari
zation of the society . the st;1tionin~ of tem of 
thousands of troops a broad. and the iricrea~ingh 
intimate relationship hen\'een Ca~tro ant! the 
Soviet l ' n ion (which had lost its mn1 attraction 
cleca_<les earlier when eYen its most :irdent ,up
porters were jolted out of their faith b\' the cele
brated reYelations of hhrushche,· about the reig-n 
of Stalin). 

--------------------- -
PAIJL HoLLA,or.R is profrssor of sociolo~y al the UniH:rsi ty 
of ,1assachusc11s .. -\mhl't s t , a 11,l a fellow JI 1he HanJTr.l 
Russian Research Center. His books include Politira/ Ptl
grims: Trat·ds of U'cstan Intellectuals to cht So11iet l'11io,1, 
China, and Cuba (1981, 1983) anr.l Th~ .\tany Faces of 
Socialism (1983). 
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.-\s for Communist \'ietn:im , it was one thing to 
celebrate it when .-\merican bombs ,\·ere raining 
dmrn and its heroic guerr i!Lts were defying . .\mer
icrn military might. but it \\'as something else 
again to ,in~ its praises after OYer a million people 
h:icl escaped under extremely hazardous condi
tion,; from the southern portion of the newly 
united country. 

In these circumstances the nse of \Iarxist• 
Leninist I\icaragua could not haYe been better 
timed. Here was a small country which had earlier 
been dominated by the l ·nited States. run by a 
corrupt pro-.-\merican dit Lt tor. and redeemed by 
an authentic rc\·olution , the culmination of years 
of guerrilla ,\·ar. The ne,,· regime came complete 
,\·i1h a youthful leadership . most of them former 
guerrilla fighters, ,ome of them intellectuals of 
5orts (among the top leaders. Daniel Ortega, 
Ernesto Cardenal. and Sergio Ramirez had poetic
literary lean ings or credentials), and others among 
them dcrntees of liberation theology. There was 
also ,om ~thing for the fcmini,ts in the person of 
:\or;1 .\,torga . the Deput~ Foreign \Iinister cele
br;1rcd for helping to trap and kill ;1 general of 
Somu1;1 ("Oh Cod ." s;1id a n .-\merican woman de
su ibed by the \\"a ,hington J>ost as a political 
actid5t. "to try to get the guy to bed and then 
kill him! fanta,tic. It's like a \\·estern. That's my 
dream. to do that to Re;1gan. George Bush. go 
right down the line! "). 

For man~ American s:mpathi,er,. e\·ents in 
~ icar;1g-11a represented a repLty of the J 9(i0's
there w;1s, at any rate. ;111 appealing resemblance: 
"Here," said Playboy, "w:1' a place seemingly run 
hy the kind of people ,d10 were till\ rat!ic1h. 
\\"11ere\'er we went , people ,,-ere ,oung. singing 
politicd folk songs and chanting, 'Po1,·er to the 
People.' One night there \\.t'i e\t.:ll ;1 Pt: te Seeger 
concert in tmrn!" Else,d1ere the leaden of the 
rt.:gime ,,·ere tk,rribed ;1,; " Rock ·n· Roll Rebels 
... into h;1seball, beer, and Bruce Springsteen." 

'.\o wonder. then , ,hat the roster of prominent 
supporters of the Sandin i,ta regime included so 
man: well-knm,·n Yeter:1m of the r;1dical move
ment of the !%O's: \\' illi:im Slo;me Coffin, Ron 
Dellums, R:imsey Clark , Linus P:1uling, George 
\\"aid, Benjamin Spock, .\lien Gimberg. and .-\b
bie Hoffman . The ?\ational Sponsors of l'SOC.-\ 
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(U.S. Out of Central America), a major pro-San
dinista lobby, included Eqbal Ahmad (of the In
stitute for Policy Studies), Noam Chomsky, Har
vey Cox, David Dellinger, Douglas Dowd, Richard 
Falk, John Gerassi. John C. Leggett, Robert 
:'.\lcAfee Brown, Bertell Oilman, Ruth Sidel (au
thor of a glowing report on welfare in China un
der Mao), Pete Seeger, Leonard Weinglass, Adri
enne Rich, Jessica Mitford, the Berrigan brothers, 
and many other Vietnam-era radicals. 

People of this political stripe were, somewhat 
paradoxically, reinvigorated· by the 1980 victory 
of Ronald Reagan ("the best organizer we have," 
as one of them sa.id during a demonstration 

· against the administration's policies in El Salva
dor) . Reagan was the exponent of everything the 
Left detested: faith in capitalism, simple patrio
tism, an expressed willingness to use force in the 
defense of American interests abroad, and an un
apologetic anti-Communism. Far from killing off 
the Left, then, the election- of Reagan stimulated 
a resurgence of its political energies, especially in 
the universities, the churches, and the media. 

K. Now1Nc that it had this substantial 
reservoir of sympathizers on which 

to draw, and making good use of the lessons of 
Vietnam-the main one being that public opinion 
in the United States has great influence on for
eign policy-the Sandinista regime began organiz
ing and encouraging tours to Nicaragua almost 
immediately after the triumph of the revolution 
in 19i9: "Now that the rebels are victorious," 
wrote a New York Times correspondent, "there 
is a new rush of assorted politicians, journalists, 
academics, and 'revolutionary groupies' eager to 
witness .. . . the first popular revolution on the 
continent in twenty years." 

Throughout the early l980's the tours gathered 
force . .-\s another Times correspondent wrote in 
1982: · "So many Americans and \\'estern Euro
peans have descended on Nicaragua to study and 
work with the Sandinista government that a word, 
'intemacionalistas,' has been coined to refer to 
them." A year later, in 1983, the Times reported 
that "Over the past year the Managua govern
ment has been a near-permanent host to Ameri
can fact-finding missions, ranging from church 
delegations to doctors, students, and Senators, 
who are warmly received, briefed, and shown 
projects." · 

The scope of the new pilgrimages may be 
gauged in part from the number of organizations 
promoting the tours. They include :\farazul Inc. 
(special.izing in trips to socialist countries; in Jan
uary 1985 .alone, Marazul sponsored 13 different 
tours to Nicaragua); National Network in Solid
arity with the Nicaraguan People (with branches 
in 75 American ·cities); Nicaragua-Honduras Ed
ucation Pro}ect (which "Sponsors trips· to Nicara
gua, mostly for state and local opinion-makers 

such as elected officials"); Nuevo Instituto de Cen
tro America (which organizes five-week courses of 
language study); the Guardian (a weekly radical 
newspaper which has org;mized tours since 1980); 
Tropical Tours (the official representative of Tur
Nica, the Nicaraguan national tour agency); Tur
Nica itself; U.S. Out of Central America (a "na
tional group with representatives in more than 
l00 cities actively opposing U.S. policy ... in 
Central America. Work includes lobbying elected 
officials, tours, and donations of medical sup
lies, ... teacn-ins, and a tra\'eling slide show"); 
\\'itness for Peace (supported by the Quaker 
American Friends Ser\'ice Committee, with 100 
chapters nationwide). 

Careful preparations have preceded the tours. 
According to a story in the Christian Science Mon
itor: 

... At a conference in Mexico City, Rosario Mu
rillo, the wife of Nicaraguan junta leader Dan
iel Ortega Saavedra, asked a well-connected 
American, Blase Bonpane, to organize delega
tions of prominent American celebrities to Ni
caragua .. . . 

Mr. Bonpane, a former J\faryknoll priest and 
professor of Latin American history at the l'ni
versity of California at Los Angeles, is a libera
tion theologian sympathetic to the Sandinistas. 
He understood ... the impact Hollywood stars 
could have on American public opinion. 

By now .-\merican liberals have created a 
virtual industry of delegations to Nicaragua . . .. 
l\Jore than 2,500 Americans have taken part in 
such missions .... 

Delegations of church activists, college profes
sors, architects and planners, artists and photog
raphers, nurses and health-care workers, jour
nalists and media-professionals, Vietnam vet
erans and average citizens ... have headed 
south .... 

Many of the most "isible critics of U.S. policy 
come from Hollywood-celebrities like Ed As
ner, :\like Douglas, and Susan Anspach. 

l\Juch of the Hollywood interest in Nicaragua 
can be traced back to Blase Bonpane who help
ed organize a nine-city tour ... with singer 
Jackson Browne, actors ;\like Farrell and Diane 
Ladd, former Georgia State Sen. Julian Bond, 
and others. The tour was aimed at rallying op
position to C .S. intervention in Nicaragua. 

T HE extraordinary politicar importance 
attached to the tours has also been in

dicated by the readiness of the Sandinista leaders 
to make themselves available to the visitors. In the 
words of a Miami Herald account: 

Al~ost any \'isiting American official, no matter 
how low his rank, can now expect to meet with 
at least two of the nine comandantes. . . . 
Non-official American visitors ... can count 
on at least one comandante and a well-worn 
tour of revolutionary highlights. 

There are visits to the neighborhood Sandi-
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nista Defense Committees, tours of schools and 
clinics, and trips to the northern town of Jalapa 
to witness the damages wreaked by CIA-backed 
anti-Sandinista guerrillas .... 

"When they return to the United States they 
have a multiplier effect on the public opinion 
of your country," [Interior Minister Tomas] 
Borge said. 

The experience of Texas Civil Liberties Union 
Legal Director, James C. Harrington, was typical: 

\Ve met with Sergio Ramirez (a novelist and 
member of the three-member junta ... ), two 
department directors, with Deputy Foreign 
Minister Nora Astorga (a charming heroine of 
the revolution), . . . with the Minister of Cul
ture (Father Ernesto Cardenal), and with- two 
of the three Electoral Commission members ... . 

\.Ye broke mid-day bread with three Supreme 
Court members .... 

Claudia Dreifus, who interviewed members o_f 
the Sandinista Directorate for Playboy, also found 
them most accessible: 

After the interviews were under way, some of 
the Nicarag:uan leaders began inviting Marcelo 
[the photographer] and me, well, to hang out 
with them. Things we did in :Managua: go with 
Borge to a prison farm for :\liskito Indian 
counterrevolutionaries; watch Father Cardenal 
put on an all-day Latin American song festival 
in Revolutionary Square ... dinner at Ramirez 
house. 

The Nicaraguan public-relations campaign has 
been appropriately described by the ~liami Her• 
aid as " ... a low-key but relentless sales job, 
subtle but effective, high in moral tone but aimed 
right at the guts of the Americans' conscience." 
For as Minister Borge has said: "Nicaragua's most 
important war is the one fought inside t~e United 
States .... The battlefield will be the American 
conscience .... " 

Accordingly, the regime has tailored its message 
to different audiences. As John Vinocur of the 
New York Times has noted: 

To American visitors, frequently from church 
and university groups, the revolution is de
scribed as a humanist one, a struggle against 
misery. To other visitors, with left-wing views, 
the talk is of "scientific change" with no interest 

·in achieving "perfect democracy," but a revolu
tion aimed at a "total social transformation." 

Not all visitors have been mere sightseers. The 
\\f ashington law firm, Reichler and Appelbaum, 
which is the Nicaraguan go\'ernment's official reg
istered agent in the United States (and is report
edly paid about S320,000 per year for its ser\'ices) 
has sent hired investigators who ha\'e been pro
vided ".in-country transportation, boarding, hous
ing, office space [and) staff," to help collect in
formation on atrocities wmmitted by the contras. 

Other visitors, like thei,:- predecessors in Cuba 
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who cut sugar cane (the Venceremos Brigade), 
have volunteered to work on various projects 
such as picking coffee beans. However, the "cen
tral thrust is what each \'Olunteer does when he 
or she returns to thet1nited States." In other 
words, to quote Diane Passmore, national coordi
nator of the National :\'etwork in Solidarity with 
the Nicaraguan People, "The major goal is to 
have them return and tell others about the coun
try and their experiences." 

Al';D so they have. For example, follow• 
ing a ten-day visit, Republican State 

Senator Jeanette Hamby from Oregon and her £el• 
low women tourists returned with "the fervor of 
new con\'erts." Reported Colman McCarthy in 
the \Vashington Post: 

In Oregon, Hamby and her friends have been 
speaking regularly before political, civic, and 
church groups. They are seeking to persuade 
people ... that our policies there [in Nicara• 
gua] are politically wrong and morally corrupt. 

So too, Michael Harrington, the well-known 
author and chairman of the Democratic Socialist 
Organizing Cori1mittce, came back from Nicara
gua feeling, as he wrote , 

more ashamed of my country than at any time 
since the Vietnam war. The :\'icaraguans are a 
generous people, a poor and often hungry 
people, who want to make a truly democratic 
revolution and it is we who work to subvert 
their decency. 

Similar feelings both about the Nicaraguan 
revolution and . .\merican policy were expressed 
by other prominent . .\merican writers. \\7illiam 
Styron joined a group of fellow novelists from 
Europe and Latin America in protesting Ameri• 
can threats to the "modest but profound achieve• 
ments of the l\'icaraguan revolution." The poet 
Adrienne Rich described Sandinista Nicaragua as 
"a society that took poets seriously" and approv
ingly quoted someone who told her: "You'll love 
.Nicaragua. Everyone there is a poet." 

This remark recalled the news brought back 
from North \'ietnam by Tom Hayden and 
Staughton Lynd in 1966: 

\\'e knew ... what the Vietnamese contribution 
to' a humane.socialism would be: it was e\'ident 
in the unemba-rrassed handclasps among men, 
the poetry and song at the center of man
woman relationships, the freedom to weep prac
ticed by everyone .. . . Here we began to under
stand the possibilities for a socialism of the 
heart. 

Other echoes of past pilgrimages to Communist 
regimes could be heard in comments about Nic
araguan prisons: 

The prison we visited was the first of seven 
prison farms. Former national guardsmen will• 
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ing to cooperate are moved through a series of 
more and more relaxed prison settings. The 
prison we saw had 38 inmates, no armed guards. 
conjugal visits .... The man speaking had high 
praise for the government and said if freed he 
would go to fight for the FSLN [the Sandinistas] 
in the north. Money made from the crops is put 
back into improvements for the prison .... As 
part of the routine the men attend classes in 
literacy and agriculture. Many who previously 
had no skill but shooting a gun now have plans 
to become farmers. 

This, from a group of American churchmen. 
And indeed, of all' the pilgrims to the Marxist
Leninist regime in Nicaragua, it is church groups 
who have become its most active and dedicated 
supporters (perhaps because, as former President 
Jimmy Carter put it in announcing nis endorse, 
ment of a project "to build homes for landless 
peasants" in Nicaragua, "'\Ve want the folks down 
there to know that some American Christians love 
them"). 

Thus: Maryknoll nuns have returned from 
Nicaragua to lobby in Washington and have ex
erted considerable influence on House Speak.er 
Thomas P. O'Neill. The Reverend William 
Sloane Coffin (who had earlier affirmed the de
cency of the North Vietnamese Communist re
gime) now assured readers of the New York Times 
that the Nicaraguan regime could not possibly be 
Marxist-Leninist since it included Roman Catho
lic priests (all of whom, incidentally, were on rec
ord asserting the compatibility of Marxism and 
Christianity). In any case, Coffin was satisfied that 
the goals of the Sandinistas were "to stop the ex
ploitation of the many by the few and to end 
foreign domination." A reporter for the Catholic 
Worker sensed "an atmosphere of youth, vitality, 
and hope throughout Nicaragua." Father Richard 
Preston of Lansing, :Michigan, reached the con
clusion that "the reign of God has arrived in 
Nicaragua" as well as "the reign of truth, hope 
and justice." A member of the Quaker \\"itness for 
Peace group disclosed that he had "never been in 
a society so permeated by religion" as Sandinista 
Nicaragua, and David Sweet, a founder of Witness 
for Peace, emphasized "the Christian nature of 
the Nicaraguan reYolution" and insisted that "the 
revolution is drawing its strength from Christ-. ... 1ans .... 

On this point too the echoes of past pilgrimages 
are loud. For example, D. F. Buxton, an English 
Quaker, wrote of the Soviet Union in 1928: "In 
the emphasis they place on the spirit of service, 
the Communists have taken to heart some of the 
most important maxims of the New Testament 
. . . their society is a more Christian one than 
ours." An American Quaker, Henry Hodgkin, pro
po_sed in 1932: "As we look at Russia's great ex
periment in brotherhood, it may seem to us that 
some dim perception of Jesus's way, all unbe
known, is inspiring it .... " Hewlett Johnson, the 

• 
Dean of Canterbury, regarded Stalin's Russia as 
"singularly Christian and ci\'ilized .... " And to 
a group of Christian theologians, Mao's China 
"has come to exert some particular impact on our 
understanding and experience of God's saving 
lo\·e." -

I T 1s not being suggested here that Nic
aragua today is nearly as repressiYe or 

violent a country as the Sm·iet Vnion under Stalin 
or China under Mao. But on the other hand, as 
Octavio Paz, the eminent Mexican ·writer, puts it, 
"the process of Sovietization is quite adnnced" in 
Nicaragua today. Thus even when allowances are 
made for the m·erpowering effects of fayorable 
predisposition and the inherent limitations of 
learning about a country through a short con
ducted tour, the credulousness of the pilgrims to 
Nicaragua remains staggering. Not only do they 
ignore the lessons of similar pilgrimages and 
tours in the past; they also blind themselves to the 
abundant information and testimony a\'ailable 
about Nicaragua, much of it coming from Nica
raguans untainted by any association with the 
Somoza regime and who were in fact supporters 
of the rernlution which deposed him, that belies 

· the image projected by the Sandinistas and care
fully culth-ated through the tours. 

Eden Pastora is one such prominent leader who 
first fought against Somoza and is now fighting 
the Sandinistas. He ,uites: 

Sadly, the revolution's bright promise has not 
been realized. The Sandinista directorate has re
placed the Somozas with a totalitarian tyr
anny .... 

The go\'ernment has emasculated the coun
try's independent labor unions .... Freedom of 
the press has been practically extinguished .... 
The directorate has set up a powerful secret
police apparatus. . . . [The regime) remains 
silent in the face of the Soviet inYasion of Af
ghanistan and acts as an apologist for the ... 
crackdown in Poland. 
... Despite ... loans and outright grants 

totalling OYer Sl.5 billion, the economy is in 
shambles .... Living conditions are deteriorat
ing. The real wages of Nicaragua's working 
class have plummeted 60 percent during last 
year .... 

Domingo Sanchez Delgado, "a dedicated Marx
ist-Leninist'' and nominee of the Socialist party 
for President, says: 

\\'e are not Sandinistas .... \Ye don't want a 
country where the press is not free ... where · 
power is abused ... where young people can't 

• The German no\'elist Guenter Grass' agreed. After visit
ing a Sandinista prison in the company of Minister of the 
Intrrior Tomas Borge, Grass decided that ""in this tiny, 
sparsely populated land, .. , Christ's "'ords are taken li1cr-
all)'· .. ," 
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go to the movies because they are afraid they 
will be captured for military service. 
... There is arrogance and abuse of every 

sort. This is hardly revolutionary conduct. ... 

Virgilio Godoy Reyes was Minister of Labor in 
the Sandinista government from 1979 until 1984. 
He has reached the conclusion that 

these five years have shown the great error we 
made in giving our confidence to those who 
think of nothing but the interests of their 
party .... After so many dreams, disillusion. In
stead of liberty, new forms of oppression. To say 
that the workers and peasants are in power is a 
monstrous lie .... The only equality we are 
achieving is equality in misery. 

Arturo Cruz, former Sandinista ambassador to 
the U.S. and the most prominent democratic 
critic of the regime, writes: "" 

The Sandinistas are evidently determined to 
ignore the democratic yearnings of the Nicara
guan people .... The problem of Nicaragua is 
not MIG's and assault helicopters. It is, funda
mentally, the absence of liberty-the character 
of the government that will put such weapons 
to use. 

There has also been criticism from some former 
American admirers of the regime. Robert S. 
Leiken of the Carnegie Endowment is one of 
them: 

For one who has sympathized with the Sandi
nistas, it is painful to look into the house they 
are building .... Each succeeding trip to Nica
ragua drains my initial reservoir of sympathy 
for the Sandinistas . ... 

One of the most depressing aspects of our trip 
was to hear from so many that their lives are 
worse today than they were at the time of 
Somoza. 

... A Sandinista nomenklatura has emerged. 
Party members shop at hard-currency stores, 
dine at luxury restaurants restricted to party 
officials. and vacation in the mansions of the 
Somoza dynasty, labeled "protocol houses" [as 
in Cuba] .... Vans pull up daily at government 
and party offices to deliver ... delicacies un
available elsewhere. 

... Ration cards are confiscated for non-at
tendance at Sandinista meetings. 

... Draft resistance has become a mass move
ment in Nicaragua. 

Senator Edward Kennedy, generally speaking 
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not a harsh critic of the 5'mdinistas, has had this 
to say about their policy toward the Miskito Indi
ians: 

. .. The Sandinistas' treatment of the Indians 
continues to be unconscionable. One-third to 
one-half of the 90,000 Indians on the coast have 
been displaced. Some-20,000 fled to Honduras to 
escape the Sandinistas· scorched-earth policy .. . 
10,000 are confined to resettlement camps ... . 
Most disturbing of all, !J,000 to 5,000 have lived 
for two years in forced-labor camps which re
semble concentrations camps .... . 

The treatment of the Indians is not the only 
manifestation or' the repressive policies pursued 
by the regime. Contrary to the claims of Ameri
can sympathizers, the Sandinistas (according to 
the Nicaraguan Commission of Jurists) carried out 
over 8,000 political executions between July 19, 
19i9 and December 12, 1982. This and many 
other examples of political violence and human
rights violations have been extensively docu
mented in what probably is the single best com
pilation of the true record of the Nicaraguan re
gime. Its author, Humberto Belli, used to be a 
supporter of the Sandinistas and editorial-page 
editor of La Prensa. 

I N THE light of such information, and 
against the background of past prece

dents, the current political pilgrimages .to Nica• 
ragua emerge as a remark.able example of the con
fluence of deception and self-deception. This, in
deed, is in part the message that Michael Massing 
intended to convey in an article in the Nation 
("Hard Questions on Nicaragua," April 6, 1985), 
a rather mild demurral from the Left"s blind en
thusiasm for the Sandinista regime for which, pre
dictably, he was then heavily pilloried in that 
magazine·s letters section. As that exchange once 
again underscores, today's new pilgrims demon
strate the same tenacity of belief, the willful in
ability to learn from history, and above all the 
hostility toward our own society that have re
peatedly predisposed certain groups and individ
uals to admire and idealize political systems op
posed to ours, especially when they are run by 
revolutionaries acting in the name of l\Iarx. The 
only question is-and it may not be premature to 
raise it, since as we have seen there are already 
signs of disillusionment with the Sandinistas
who will be next? 





FRIENDS OF TiiE DBviOCRATIC CENTER 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA (PRODEMCA) 

FT. LAUDERDALE/MIAMI, FLORIDA 

Tuesday, April 9th 

8:30 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. 

11:00 A.M. 

12:00 P.M. 

1:15 P.M. 

1:45 P.M. 

2:45 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

4:30 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Live radio interview by telephone. 
'WINZ radio. 
Interview with editorial board of the 
Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood Sun-Tattler. 

Interview with editorial board of the 
Ft, Lauderdale News & Sun Sentinel. 
Kingsley Guy will be present. 

Depart by car to Miami, Florida. 

WQBA radio interview.Live interview 15 min. 

Interview with the editorial board of 
the Miami News. Lou Salome will be 
present. 

Brief meeting with Congressman Claude 
Pepper, D-FLA. 

Interview with Guillermo Martinez, editorial 
writer for the Miami Herald. 

Spanish International Network (SIN), live 
television interview. 

Interview with Diario Las Americas, Mr. 
Remos will interview. 

Live radio interview/talk show for one 
hour with Q & A. ~NWS radio. 
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FRIENDS OF TiiE DE:rv1~TIC CENTER 
JN CENTRAL AMERICA {PRODEMCA) 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

Wednesday, April 10th 
ROBELO TOUR 

10:30 A.M. 

11:30 A.M. 

12:00 NOON 

12:15 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. 

2:30 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

3:45 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

5:30 p. M. 

6:30 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

Interview with WPLN radio. 

Live radio interyiew with WLAC radio for 
30 minutes. 

Meet with John Boone, political activist 
and host of private luncheon for Mr. 
Robelo. 

Private luncheon with community and 
religous leaders. 

Interview with the editorial board of the 
Tennessee Banner. 

Meeting with the Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce . Those present will report to 
the Board of Governors of the Chamber. 

Meeting with Congressman Boner, D-TENN. 

Television interview with WSMV, NBC affiliate. 

Television interview with WKRN, ABC affiliate. 

Interview with WSM radio. Angela Murray 
will interview. 

Interview with the editorial board of the 
Tennessian. Foreign Affairs reporter present. 

Dinner with members of the Nashville 
Business and Industrial Council. 

Interview with Business & Industrial 
Council editorial board for syndication 
use. 
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CINCINNATI, OHIO 

FRIENDS OF TiiE DEMOCRATIC CENTER 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA (PRODEMCA) 

Thursday, April 11th 

8:00 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. 

11:00 A.M. 

12:00 Noon 

1:00 P.M. 

2:15 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

Arrive in Cincinnati, met by City
Councilman Ken Blackwell. (Mr. 
Blackwell will escort Mr. Rebelo 
the entire day) 

Interview with editorial board of the 
Cincinnati Post. Foreign affairs reporter 
will be present. 

Radio Talk show WC~Y with Jan Michelson. 
One hour interview with Q & A from the 
public. 

Interview with the editorial board of the 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Foreign affairs & 
political affairs reporters will be present. 

Luncheon with City Councilman Blackwell. 

Interview with PROBE radio station. 

Interview with 2-WAY radio station. Rick 
Bird will interview. 

Meeting with Mayor Charles Luken, Democrat. 
Mayor's office. 

Meeting with Bill Messner, President of 
the World Affairs Council. 

Departure for Texas 
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FRIENDS OF TiiE DEMOCRATIC CENTER 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA (PRODEMCA) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. SCHEDULE--ACTUAL 

April 18 - 22, 1985 

Thursday, April 18th 

5:30 P.M. Interview with Morton Kondracke, 
Newsweek magazine. ·Mr. Robelo. 

Friday, April 19th 

7:00 A.M. 

8:20 A.M. 

10:30 A.M. 

11:30 A.M. 

1:00 P.M. 

2:00 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

6:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

Live Interview with National Public 
Radio. Bob Edwards will interview 
Mr. Rebelo for 20 minutes . 

.,. 
Live interview with WTOP radio station. 
Mr. Robelo. 

Editorial Board interview with Scripps
Howard. Mr. Cruz & Mr. Robelo. 

ABC in~erview with Mr. McWethy. Mr. Cruz 
and Mr. Robelo. 

Luncheon interview with Boston Globe. 
Present will be Bob Healy, News Editor. 
Mr. Robelo. 

Interview with UPI. Mr. Cruz and Mr. Robelo. 

Interview with NBC. Susan King will 
interview Mr. Rebelo. 

Interview with Time magazine. Bill Stewart 
will interview. Penn Kemble will accompany 
Mr. Rebelo. 

Interview with AP. Ceorge Gedda will 
interview. Mr. Robelo & Mr. Cruz. 

Interview with Cord Meyer, syndicated 
columnist. Mr. Robelo. 

Dinner with Dave Mason, Legislative 
Analyst for Cong. Trent Lott. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. SCHEDULE 
April 18-22, 1985 

Saturday, April 20th 

11: 15 A. }1. 

Noon 

Interview with Cable News Network. Terry Frieden 
will interview. Mr. Robelo. 

Interview with Michael Kramer, New York magazine. 
Mr. Robelo. 

Sunday, April 21st 

White House meetings. 

Monday, April 22, 1985 

9:30 A.M. 

10:30 A.M. 

2:15 P.M. 

2:55 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

3:30 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

4:30 P.M. 

Congressman Bennett, D-FLA. Mr. Robelo. 

CBS News Nightwatch taping for the evening program. 
Mr. Robelo. 

Wall Street Journal interview with Robert Greenberger. 
Mr. Rabelo. 

Cable News Network. Live Interview with Bernard 
Shaw. Mr. Cruz and Mr. Calero. 

Congressman Claude Pepper, D-FLA. Mr. Robelo. 

Congressman Bart Grodon, D-TENN. Mr. Rabelo. 

Congressman Mccurdy, D-OK. Mr. Rabelo. 

Senator Gordon Humphrey, R-NH. Mr. Cruz, 
Mr. Robela & Mr. Calero. 




