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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT KIMMETT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

LINAS KOJELIS V~ 
Proposed Response to Mr. Nubar Dorian, 
Chairman of Armenian Rights Council of 
America 

I am in receipt of the draft response to the letter 
from Mr. Dorian as prepared by the State Department and 
approved by the National Security Council. 
Unfortunately, I do not believe the draft response 
answers Mr. Dorian's main concern, as e xpressed in the 
last paragraph of the letter. I realize that this is 
an especially sensitive subject and should be handled 
very delicately. I would, nonetheless, appreciate the 
NSC' s recommendation as to how we should respond to 
that issue, or whether, perhaps, it might not be better 
for us to send the letter back over to the State 
Department for them to answer. 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

/ ?L~(~ 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 31, 1984 

FOR SALLY KELLEY / ~' / )--- -­

,.ROBERT M. KI~rj/.MJ 

Proposed Response to Mr. Dorian 

0852 

We have reviewed and concur with the Department of State's 
proposed response to Mr. Nubar Dorian who requests 
Presidential action on the Armenian question. 



0852 

NATIONAL SECUl'UTY COUNCIL 

January 31, 1984 

FOR BOB KIMMITT 

I recommend that you sign the 
attached memorandum to Sally 
Kelley. b . 

s f!n~r and i;:fnd concur. 

~ 
JACK 
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PROPOSED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Dorian: 

I have been asked to reply to your letter to the President 

expressing your views and those of other Armenian Americans. 

I am sure that you are aware of the President's high regard 

for Americans of Armenian descent and the important 

contributions they have made to this country. From his long 

experience in California politics he has come to know well and 

respect the talents and great contribution made by individuals 

such as George Deukmejian, Governor of California, and many 

others. His remarks to a group of ethnic journalists that 

Turks and Armenians should sit down to work out their 

differences reflect his conviction that such differences can 

only be resolved by means of frank, positive dialogue. 

At the same time, you can also appreciate the President's 

strong position on the subject of international terrorism. 

This scourge of modern mankind has struck heavily at us, most 

notably in the terrorist bombing in Beirut, and it has been and 

will be a priority goal of the Administration to give substance 

to our desire for greater international cooperation to 

eradicate terrorism. 

Mr. Nubar Dorian, 
Chairman, 

Armenian Rights Council of America, 
755 Mt. Auburn Street, 

Watertown, Massachusetts 02172. 



~---- ------- --·---------------------------- ---- ----------

I know that the vast majority of Americans of Armenian 

descent abhor and condemn terrorism, but it is also true that 

individuals and groups claiming to act on behalf of Armenians 

have carried out some of the most brutal and senseless acts of 

terrorism in recent years. Only with the clear and unequivocal 

condemnation by all groups, and particularly responsible groups 

such as yours, will this form of terrorism be ended. In this 

light, the President welcomes your firm renunciation of 

terrorism and force, and urges you to use every opportunity to 

repeat that message where it will be most effective. 

Sincerely, 
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NOVEMBER 17, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 
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ID: 
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184342 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 31, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. NUBAR DORIAN 
CHAIRMAN 
ARMENIAN RIGHTS COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
755 MT. AUBURN STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02172 

SUBJECT: ASKS THE PRESIDENT TO PRESSURE TURKS INTO 
IRONING OUT DIFFERENCES WITH THE ARMENIANS 
AND ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE OF 1915 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



ARMENIAN RIGHTS 
COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
755 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, Mass. 02172 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

ARCA 

October 31, 1983 

It is a crushing feeling to be the most powerful human being on earth. 
Your responsibilities are beyond imagination, your burdens crushingly 
heavy and, needless to say, like all Americans , you have the heartfelt 
prayers and unreserved support of American Armenians. 

But please, Mr. President, do not permit the defeat of the ideal on 
which our beloved country is founded. Justice, human rights, freedom 
and truth have been the overpowering forces which attracted our fore­
bears to seek a new life in America. We have toiled far and hard in 
attaining the proud label "Loyal Americans" and, next to the Bible, 
our citizenship paper is the most worshiped document we all cherish. 

Do not blame, Mr. President, the American Armenians who are weary, 
stung and frustrated by your glossing over the Armenian genocide of 
1915 as only a "terrible trouble'1 during your recent press conference 
for ethnic publications. It was not "terrible trouble," Mr. President, 
it was the first genocide of the 20th century, with all its misery, 
bloodshed, and the two million dead or deported. The documents are 
there, proof easily accessible, including Congressional hearings and 
statements of all US presidents since 1915. 

Regardless of the sanctity of our objectives and the validity of our 
cause, no thinking American Armenian wants to be linked with errorism 
and violence. This will be too ugly a curse and too heavy a burden for 
Armenians, who were the first nation to have accepted the one body, one 
spirit, one Lord , one faith , and one God, and who , with so much suffering, 
hard work and sacrifice, defied the laws of survival and secceeded in 
proving that it is possible to overcome all challenges, including genocide. 

In all your press conferences, speeches, weekly radio talks and television 
appearances, you have championed the cause of justice, human rights, reason 
and truth, always emphasizing the unacceptability of terrorism and force. 
Not only do we subscribe to all these, Mr. President, but with one accord 
generously offer our denunciation of terrorism to achieve our objectives. 
We embrace your counsel that we, Turks and Armenians, "ought to s it down and 
work out our differences." 



' . 

President Ronald Reagan, 
October 31, 1983 
Page 2 

\ The Turk, however, refuses to heed your call. The Turkish government 
lis engaged in distorting history, the Turkish embassy in Washington 
lis busy in using its US aid dollars to pursuade Senators, Congressmen, 
1the State Department, and state governors that the genocide is the 
figment of our imagination, and Ankara is engaged in burdening the 
desks of every American official, college president, high school prin­
cipal and libraries all over our land with tons of books, leaflets and 
"documents" painting Armenians as terrorists and their rights and 
demands as non-existent. 

With the august power of your position, Mr. President, and your world­
wide influence, I very respectfully suggest that you can help dispel 
the environment of frustration, anger and rage of the American Armenians 
by asking Turkey to break away from her untenable position and respond 
to the peaceful initiatives Armenians are ready to undertake. We never 
abandon hope that your championing of justice will also include the 
Armenian cause and the just demands of the American Armenians. 

Respectfully, 

WA~J6o~ 
Hubar Dorian, Chairman, 
Armenian Rights Council of America 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1982 

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR. ( ~ 

CDR WILLIAM R. SCHMIDT~ '.:, 

VIP at Bethesda 

I received a call from LCdr Arrisonl Aide to the CO, NRMC Bethesda 
advising that Mrs. SekJ-ne Evren, wi f~ 9f "t he c fi i ef of~' state .of 

.• 'tv.r'fse wou~ a j:i ~Jl.~ t hB~.t lte.sd.a. c0mmenci ng __ the e_vening 
lf_.4_ K'ebruary . She will be accompanied by her daughter, physician 

B.General Alp, and a nurse. She will be arriving via normal 
medivac channels . 

The telephone number direct to her room is 301/295-4727 (limited 
distribution). Any flowers or cards sent should be forwarded to 
the c .o}s Office at Bethesda. 

POC for any questions concerning the visit is LCdr Arrison at 
295-2266 or page 427, off duty office 24 hour number 295-5388. 

Marines at 8th & I are providing security. 

cc: Dr. Daniel Rue 
- -•---,,.a~._...._..~ _,,.,...,,.,,.,_ 
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ACTION 
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March 9, 1983 
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SUBJECT: 

DONALD R. FOR'I'IERJ.i 
'hf. A e,A Q.,4,-C,:. 

Repl y to Haratunian Letter on Armenian Issues 

Attached at Tab I is a letter for your signature to Michael 
Haratunian regarding issues raised by the publication of the 
article "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" in the Bulletin of 
the Department of State (August 1982). 

State has received a number of public and Congressional 
inquiries regarding this article, including an inquiry from 
the Speaker of the House. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK NO 

That you sign the letter at Tab I 

Attachments: 

Tab I Letter from you to Mr. Haratunian 
Tab II Letter to you from Mr. Haratunian 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Haratunian: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding issues raised by 
the article "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile," which appeared 
in the August 1982 issue of the Department of State Bulletin. 

The article, a part of a special section intended to convey 
the serious concern of the United States over terrorism, 
whatever the group or justification invoked for violent 
actions, was published as an article of interest and not as an 
official statement of policy. 

The following editor's note was published in the very next 
(September 1982) issues of the Bulletin: 

"The article, 'Armenian Terrorism: A Profile,' 
appeared in the feature on terrorism in the 
August 1982 issue of the Bulletin, does not 
necessarily reflect an official position of 
the Department of State, and the interpretative 
comments in the article are solely those of the 
author." 

I have been assured that neither the article "Armenian 
Terrorism: A Profile" nor the accompanying footnote repre­
sented an effort to present an official position of the 
Department of State. 

Thank you for your expression of concern. I hope this infor­
mation is useful in clarifying this matter. 

Mr. Michael Haratunian 
President 

Sincerely, 

William P. Clark 

Seelye Stevenson Value & Knecht 
99 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 



MICHAEL HARATUNIAN, P.E. PRESIDENT 

Judge William Clark, 
National Security Advisor 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

November 5, 1982 
9 NOV 1982 

It is absolutely astounding to read in the Department of State 
Bulletin of August, 1982, that our government considers the historical 
record of 1915 in Turkey as being 11 ambiguous 11 and that the State 
Department 11 does not endorse a 11 egati ons that the Turkish Government 
committed a genocide against the Armenian people". 

As a long-time supporter of the Republican party and this administra­
tion, I never dreamed that we would ever turn our backs on innocent 
victims for the sake of geopolitical realities. I am not one of those 
who endorses violence or terrorism, however justified the cause, and 
I have spoken out publicly against Armenian terrorists. But this new 
position of the U.S. government serves to only undermine the moderates 
in the Armenian community who are pressing for political and diplomatic 
methods as against violence. 

What do we say now to people who are frustrated and angry over the 
injustice perpetrated against the Armenian people by the Turks? 
Afterall, the American people and government have actively supported 
the Armenian cause since the time of Woodrow Wilson. Every recent 
President, from both parties, have always acknowledged the historical 
fact of the genocide even if they did not necessarily follow through 
politically. In fact, candidate Ronald Reagan himself gave support 
and recognition to the Armenians. 

SEELYE STEVENSON VALUE & KNECHT. 
AN STV PROFESSIONAL FIRM 

99 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 212 /867-4000 

2/3/84 

NSC/S: 

. t item to close out. 
Here is an anc1.~md. tes "subsequent letter 
Fortier's note in i.ca . 
sent." Thanks. 

ssherman 



MICHAEL HARATtJNIAN, J;'.E. PRESIDENT--- November 5, 1982 

The fundamental question is, where does our government stand today 
on the issue of the genocide? Must we learn of a policy shift of 
this importance in the back pages of an in-house publication? 

If, in fact, the United States has chosen to cravenly accept Turkish 
mis-information in the face of hundreds of historical reports and 
thousands of living survivors, then speak out openly and honestly. 

Then we, as an informed citizen electorate, can act accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

;f;f,J;J /k~fu-
MH/seg 

II SEELYE STEVENSON VALUE & KNECHT. 
AN STV PROFESSIONAL FIRM 

99 PARK AVENUE. NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 212/867-4000 
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MEMORANDUM 
(BflffNTIAL ¾ 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 28, 1985 

.. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES G. ROSEBUSH 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT Vo\, 
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SUBJECT: Mrs. Reagan's Coffee for Mrs. Semra Ozal, 
Wife of TurKisn Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 

April 2, 985, 11:00-11:30 a.m. 

We endorse State's attached suggested guest list for Mrs. 
Reagan's coffee on April 2 with Mrs. Semra Ozal, wife of Turkish 
Prime Minister Ozal. Also attached are a bio on Mrs. Ozal and 
suggested talking points for use by Mrs. Reagan. 

Attachments 
Tab A State's Participants List 
Tab B Bio 
Tab C Talking Points 

C6N~B£N.!l'IAL 
Declassify on: OADR 



Recomme nded Participants in First Lady's Coffee for 
Mrs . Turgut Ozal, 11:00 a.m., April 2, 1985 

Mrs. Reagan has agreed to give a coffee for Mrs. Turgut 
Ozal, the wife of the Prime Minister of Turkey at 11:00 a.m. on 
April 2. The following persons are proposed to participate in 
the coffee. 

us 

The First Lady 
Mrs. George Shultz, wife of the Secretary of State 
Mrs. Robert ( Mayrose) Strausz-Hupe, wife of the American 

Ambassador to Turkey 

TURKEY 

Mrs. Turgut Ozal (ohZAHL) 
Mrs. Vahit Halefoglu (hahLEFohloo), wife of the Turkish Foreign 

Minister 
Mrs. Sukru Elekdag (ehlekDAH), wife of the Turkish Ambassador 

to the United States 

Attachment: 

Biographic Sketch of Mrs. Ozal 
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SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MRS. REAGAN'S 
COFFEE FOR MRS . TURGUT OZAL 

BACKGROUND: Mrs. Ozal can understand English but is sometimes 
shy about speaking it. She may rely on the ladies accompanying 
her to translate her remarks. The United States and Turkey 
have cooperated successfully on narcotics interdiction since 
1972. Mrs. Ozal has not been invited to attend the First 
Ladies Conference on Aqgust 24-25. 

NARCOTICS : 

I am deeply concerned about the growing abuse of narcotics 
in the United States and I am working hard to help educate 
our people to this menace . 

We appreciate your government's excellent cooperation in 
controlling narcotics production and trade. Turkey is 
helping a great deal to reduce the flow of narcotics to the 
United States. 

CULTURE: 

Americans are fascinated by Turkish culture, but perhaps 
not well enough informed. I am told the National Gallery 
is arranging an exhibition on Suleiman the Magnificant 
which will open in Washington in 1987 and been shown in 
other cities as well. This will be a wonderful way for 
Americans to learn more about Turkey. 

What other cultural exchanges does Turkey plan with the 
United States? 

CAMPAIGNING: 

I find political campaigning in the United States exciting 
and exhausting. Tell me about campaigning in Turkey. What 
role does a candidate's wife play? 

. 
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ACTION March 28, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: PETER R. SOMME~ _G.-

SUBJECT: Mrs. Reagan's Coffee for Mrs. Semra Ozal, 
Wife of Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 

Apr i l 2, 1985, 11:00-11:30 a.m. 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to James Rosebush, 
forwarding State's suggested guest list, bio on Mrs. Ozal, and 
suggested talking points for use b y Mrs. Reagan during her 
coffee. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Tab I memo to Rosebush. 

Approve 

(~'l_rd ~'ll . Don Fortier an i i Martin concur. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo 

Tab A 
Tab B 
Tab C 

to Rosebush 
State's Participants 
Bio 
Talking Points 

CeNE-I._DENTIAL 
Declass"i:·fy on: OADF 

Disapprove 

List 



8509275 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Suggested Participants and Talking Points for 
Mrs. Reagan's Coffee for Mrs. Turgut Ozal, at 
11:00 a.m. on April 2 · 

Attached are a suggested list of participants and suggested 
talking points for Mrs. Reagan's use at the coffee she has 
agreed to give for Mrs. Turgut Ozal, the wife of the Turkish 
Prime Minister. 

Attachments: 

t,w(Ni~ 
Executive Secretary 

1. Suggested list of participants 
2. Suggested Talking Points 

WITH .&E'C!IBT ATTACHMENT 

_ roNFmfill./ 
DECL:OADR 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON , D.C. 20506 

March 20, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

1745 

SUBJECT: Coffee Given by the First Lady In Honor of 
Mrs. Ozal, April 2, 1985 

Mrs. Reagan is scheduled to host a coffee in honor of Mrs. Ozal 
at 11:00 a.rn., Tuesday, April 2. 

Please forward recommended list of participants, talking points, 
and biography of Mrs. Ozal by Tuesday, March 26, 1985. 

~. 
Robert M. 
Executive 

b~t 
Secretary 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

17-15 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 20, 1985 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

PETER R. so~ 

Coffee Given by the 
Mrs. Ozal, April 2, 

First Lady In Honor of 
1985 

Attached at Tab I is the memo to State informing the Department 
that the subject coffee is scheduled for April 2 and requesting 
the necessary briefing material and participants list. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Tab I memo to Platt. 

Approve (l Disapprove 

-~11 ~"' . Bi ~artin concurs. 

Attachment 
Tab I 
Tab II 

Memo to Platt 
Approved Memo & State Incoming 



1745 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 8, 1 985 ~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES G. ROSEBUSH 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT BoL 

Request for Coffee Given By the First Lady 
In Honor Of Mrs. Ozal 

We strongly endorse State's attached request for Mrs. Reagan to 
host a coffee in honor of Mrs. Ozal during Prime Minsister Turgut 
Ozal's official visit to Washington, April 1 to April 5. 

Attachment 
Tab A Memo From State 



S/S 8506124 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 2, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Request for Coffee Given by the First Lady 
in Honor of Mrs. Ozal 

Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal will be in Washington 
for an official working visit from April 1 to April 5. He will 
be received at the White House for a meeting with the President 
and luncheon on April 2. This will be the first such visit by 
a Turkish head of government in over a decade, and the Turkish 
go_y_.?..J:'Ome.n attaches great importance to it. 

The Turks hope the First Lady will host a social event for 
Mrs. Ozal and other ladies of the delegation in connection with 
the Prime Minister's visit. Such a gesture would be 
particularly appropriate in the Turkish case, because of Mrs. 
Reagan's strong interest in combatting narcotics addiction. 
Although Mrs. Ozal has not been invited to participate in the 
First Ladies' Drug Conference in April, Turkey has an 
outstanding record in stamping out the illegal production of 
opium and curtailing narcotics trafficking. The U.S. has 
provided considerable assistance to Turkey in support of this 
effort, and we have greatly valued the cooperation we have 
received from Turkey in this area, over the past two decades. 

A decision by the First Lady to give a coffee in honor of 
Mrs. Ozal would be both appreciated and considered appropriate 
by the Turkish government. We strongly recommend that the 
First Lady agree to host such a function. 

~-Iii-~ 
Nicholas Platt f­

Executive Secretary 
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