
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: CO089 (Countries: 
Libya, Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

Case File Number(s): 606413-End 
Box Number: 125 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 06/30/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Reagan( 40) Review Tracking Page 1 of 1 

U.S. National Archives & Records Adn1i11istration 

Current Status Details 
for CTRH RECIO: 607771 
MAIN SUBCODE: C0089 

Current Status None 

User Name dbarrie 

Status Date 2010-05-27 

Case Number 

Notes Transferred to CO00l-07 

Change Status Close Window 

Review Status History 

I 
I 
I 

I 

No, I Status I Date I User I Case Number !_N_o_t_es _____ ~ 
1 None 2010-05-27 dbarrie Transferred to CO00l-07 

http:l /172.28.127 .34: 8082/PERPWEB40/SaveReview .do ?method=saveNewReview 5/27/2010 



,, 

', ' 

INCOMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 07, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JESSE HELMS 

SUBJECT ~ URGES THE PRESIDENT TO RE-IMPOSE ECONOMIC 
SANCTIONS ON LIBYA WHICH ARE DUE TO EXPIRE 
THE FIRST WEEK OF 1989 

ACTION 

ID# 607800 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY / MM /DD 

----
ALAN KRANOWITZ ORG 88/12/07 0<- ~R8:IW ~ 
ri..r:x~ ~......_ REFERRAL NOTE: 
~ U\LJ-S : k Q £c,.x 

. RRAL NOTE : · 
_J~l _I~ ,1.!J.S. ~Jl3/ 

I I I I -------REFERRAL NOTE : 
I I I I -- - -REFERRAL NOTE: 
I I I I -- - -REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1220 

MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) ( C) ----- ----- -----

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES : *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING * 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: .,, 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON- SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER * 
*ti-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING * 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY ~~ * * 
*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTI ONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSl\flTI AL FORM 

EQR: Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 

REFERENCE_: 

S/S 8836397 

Date January 25, 1989 

President Reagan To: ________________________ _ 

From:Senator Jesse Helms 

Date:December 6, 1988 

Subject: Urges re-imposition of economic sanctions on Libya. 

WH Referral Dated: December 16, 1988 
607800 NSCS ID# (if any): 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

___ A draft reply is attached. 

___ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

xx 
A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

___ The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

___ Other (see remarks)~ 

UNCLASSIFIED 





S/S: 8836397 

.United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Senator Helms: 

I am writing to provide additional information as promised 
to you by the President's Assistant, Mr. Alan Kranowitz, in his 
response to your December 6 letter to the President concerning 
the renewal of U.S. sanctions against Libya. 

You will have noted that the President announced on 
December 28 his decision to renew those sanctions. This action 
was based on the Administration's view that the Government of 
Libya continues to use and to support international terrorism, 
in violation of international law. It also reflects the 
assessment that Libya's actions pose a continuing threat to the 
national security of the United States and to its foreign 
policy interests. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you of 
the Administration decision to modify the special licenses 
issued to the U.S. oil companies which were operating in Libya 
when the sanction were imposed in 1986. Under the terms of the 
licenses, Conoco, Marathon, Amerada Hess, Occidental and W. R. 
Grace were authorized to negotiate standstill agreements with 
the Libyan government. Under those agreements, the Libyan 
government released the companies from contractual obligations 
to work their concessions for a three-year period, ending June 
30, 1989. In return, the companies had to cede to Libya all 
rights to their equity oil for the duration of the standstill 
agreements. 

Since then, the U.S. oil companies have been unable to 
utilize or sell their interests in Libya. Meanwhile, Libya has 
produced and sold the U.S. oil companies' equity oil, gaining a 
windfall estimated at $200 million over the life of the 
standstill agreements. 

If there were no change in U.S. licensing policy, and the 
standstill agreements expired, the Libyan government would be 
in a strong legal position to claim breach of contract, 
possibly seizing the companies' assets and withdrawing their 
concession rights to Libyan oil in the future. In addition, 
U.S. companies probably would lose any future role in 
developing Libya's rich oil reserves. 

To eliminate a financial windfall to Libya and to protect 
U.S. interests, the President has authorized Treasury to modify 
the special licenses issued to the five U.S. oil companies 
which were operating in Libya when the U.S. imposed the current 
economic sanctions against Libya in January 1986. 

The Honorable 
Jesse Helms, 

United States Senate. 
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This decision will permit those five U.S. oil companies, 
subject to the restrictions on trade and travel which remain in 
effect, to resume their operations in Libya, transfer 
operations to foreign subsidiaries, or sell their assets. 

The U.S. trade embargo against Libya and the freeze of 
Libyan assets in the U.S., which were renewed as of January 7, 
1989, remain in effect, as do the bans on travel-related 
transactions and the use of U.S. passports for travel to 
Libya. As a result, the U.S. oil companies will not be allowed 
to export goods from the U.S. to Libya, import goods from Libya 
to the U.S., or have U.S. nationals work in Libya. 

This decision does not represent a change in the attitude 
of the U.S. government toward Libya. It represents what the 
Administration considers to be the most acceptable option, 
given the evidence of continuing Libyan involvement in 
terrorism and the approaching expiration of the standstill 
agreements. While there is no justification for easing our 
economic pressure on Libya, there is also no justification for 
providing the Qadhafi regime with oil revenues that rightfully 
belong to our companies. 

We are sending a message to the Libyan government informing 
it of this decision, noting that it does not represent any 
change in U.S. policy toward Libya. In that message we are 
reaffirming our deep and continuing concern about Libyan 
support for terrorism, and noting as well our grave concern 
about Libya's chemical weapons facility. We are informing the 
government of Libya that before there can be any consideration 
of an improvement in relations, Libya must take concrete steps 
to demonstrate unequivocally a durable change in its policy 
toward terrorism. We are also noting that only the 
dismantlement of Libya's chemical weapons plant would satisfy 
our concern about the threat that facility represents to 
regional stability. 

The current state of U.S.-Libyan relations is the result of 
Libyan policies. No improvement in U.S. relations with Libya 
can be possible until the U.S. is convinced by Libya' actions 
that it has permanently abandoned the policies we find 
unacceptable. 

Please be assured that the U.S. does not plan to relax its 
vigilance when Libya is concerned. 

Sincerely, 

J. Edward Fox 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 
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Dear Senator Helms: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

JA1~ I 9 l ,.J 

I am writing to provide additional information as promised 
to you by the President's Assistant, Mr. Alan Kranowitz, in his 
response to y-0ur December 6 letter to the President concerning 
the renewal of U.S. sanctions against Libya. 

You will have noted that the President announced on 
December 28 his decision to renew those sanctions. This action 
was based on the Administration's view that the Government of 
Libya continues to use and to support international terrorism, 
in violation of international law. It also reflects the 
assessment that Libya's actions pose a continuing threat to the 
national security of the United States and to its foreign 
policy interests. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you of 
the Administration decision to modify the special licenses 
issued to the U.S. oil companies which were operating in Libya 
when the sanction were imposed in 1986. Under the terms of the 
licenses, Conoco, Marathon, Amerada Hess, Occidental and W. R. 
Grace were authorized to negotiate standstill agreements with 
the Libyan government. Under those agreements, the Libyan 
government released the companies from contractual obligations 
to work their concessions for a three-year period, ending June 
30, 1989. In return, the companies had to cede to Libya all 
rights to their equity oil for the duration of the standstill 
agreements. 

Since then, the U.S. oil companies have been unable to 
utilize or sell their interests in Libya. Meanwhile, Libya has 
produced and sold the U.S. oil companies' equity oil, gaining a 
windfall estimated at $200 million over the life of the 
standstill agreements. 

If there were no change in U.S. licensing policy, and the 
standstill agreements expired, the Li~yan government would be 
in a strong legal position to claim breach of contract, 
possibly seizing the companies' assets and withdrawing their 
concession rights to Libyan oil in the future. In addition, 
U.S. companies probably would lose any future role in 
developing Libya's rich oil reserves. 

To eliminate a financial windfall to Libya and to protect 
U.S. interests, the President has authorized Treasury to modify 
the special licenses issued to the five U.S. oil companies 
which were operating in Lihya when the U.S. imposed the current 
economic sanctions against Lihya in January 1986. 

The Honorable 
Jesse Helms, 

United States Senate. 
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This decision will permit those five U.S. oil companies, 
subject to the restrictions on trade and travel which remain in 
effect, to resume their operations in Libya, transfer 
operations to foreign subsidiaries, or sell their assets. 

The U.S. trade embargo against Libya and the freeze of 
Libyan assets in the U.S., which were renewed as of January 7, 
1989, remain in effect, as do the bans on travel-related 
transactions and the use of U.S. passports for travel to 
Libya. As a result, the U.S. oil companies will not be allowed 
to export goods from the U.S. to Libya, import goods from Libya 
to the U.S., or have U.S. nationals work in Libya. 

This decision does not represent a change in the attitude 
of the U.S. government toward Libya. It represents what the 
Administration considers to be the most acceptable option, 
given the evidence of continuing Libyan involvement in 
terrorism and the approaching expiration of the standstill 
agreements. While there is no justification for easing our 
economic pressure on Libya, there is also no justification for 
providing the Qadhafi regime with oil revenues that rightfully 
belong to our companies. 

We are sending a message to the Libyan government informing 
it of this decision, noting that it does not represent any 
change in U.S. policy toward Libya. In that message we are 
reaffirming our deep and continuing concern about Libyan 
support for terrorism, and noting as well our grave concern 
about Libya's chemical weapons facility. We are informing the 
government of Libya that before there can be any consideration 
of an improvement in relations, Libya must take concrete steps 
to demonstrate unequivocally a durable change in its policy 
toward terrorism. We are also noting that only the 
dismantlement of Libya's chemical weapons plant would satisfy 
our concern about the threat that facility represents to 
regional stability. 

The current state of U.S.-Libyan relations is the result of 
Libyan policies. No improvement in U.S. relations with Libya 
can be possible until the U.S. is convinced by Libya' actions 
that it has permanently abandoned the policies we find 
unacceptable. 

Please be assured that the U.S. does not plan to relax its 
vigilance when Libya is concerned. 

Sincerely, 

J. Edward Fox 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 
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REFERRAL 

DECEMBER 16, 1988 

TO : DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ATTN: ED FOX 
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DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID : 607800 

MEDIA : 

TO: 

LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

6, 1988 

FROM : THE HONORABLE JESSE HELMS 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON DC 20510 

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO RE-IMPOSE ECONOMIC 
SANCTIONS ON LIBYA WHICH ARE DUE TO EXPIRE 
THE FIRST WEEK OF 1989 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



For I~.mediate Ralease Dec~mber 28, 1988 

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT TO THE SPEAKtR OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND 
THE PRESIDENT or THE SENATE 

December 28, 1988 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 2D2(d) of the National Emargancies Act (50 u.s.c. 
l622(d)) provides far the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in the Federal Register 

__ and transmits to the Congresg a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond the anniversary 
date. In accordance with this provision, I have sent the 
enclosed notice, st~ting that the Libyan emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond January 7, 1989, to the Federal 

· - Register for publication. A similar notice was sent to the 
Congress and the Feder~l Regifter on December 15, 1987. 
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The- eris.is between the United States and Libya that led to my .. ·. t 
declaration on J~nuary 7, · 1986, of a national emergency h~s · ::-! 
not been resolved. _The Government of Libya continues to use i 

and support international terrorism, in viol~tiori of inter~ · J 
__ national law and ·minimum standards of human behavior. Such · - -- ! 

. . __ .. · · Libyan actions and policies· pose a· continuing unusual and - -~,-~ 
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0 

, - : 

:"~~~:~-:-.-~::__-~_foreign policy-~' in tares ts~ of the Uni tad States t :-.· For these - - · ._ - -0-'.:, ,~ 

- -
0 

-:::-::~: :: _ _' i-ea~ons-~ I. -have~ d~.t ermined~thaf-"it i&: ·nec~ssaryto -maintain~-~, 1~ <~;_ -- ~_._.::.._j:~ 
'- ··-- - .-,;_ in . force: the . broa;;,, authorities necessary· to'' apply ·-econoniiC ::::· .. . -.:__ ~~=~ 
=-c .··~", "_-::~~~-'cc-pr~ssure tO-'--the"._9cvernmenf,-·-of :_·Libya•·to~-reduca __ it~:' abili t_y·· t-030 ·-~-~-~=:: ~--. :--"> -~1 

~ii1St~lt!~~li1i!2;iiff;~l 1Y::~ijfj-iii~lf~~:=1-1~i 
--:-:---:---:-:--,-:.:= ~=-.c.==-:::~:::::.::- ~:..--=--=..-:--=. -=---- _-- -,~--=---~ -~ ..c· - : -=-- - --·- - ;~ - - --- --

. . . -- -. .. • - · - ·- . . -- . -- - - . . - -· · - ----------------- . - - - -- - - -- -- - .- --- -- - · ·-·· -
- - - --•-=.:::::: .. ___ u _ _ _: - - • • :: .. : • . , .. . :_-=.• :.: ::. _•• .:.._-=--==-- •- •• __ -.:;-=- -=--•~----=-•=--=••••~--•~•-=-~ 



-- - - .- •--· · .. - ... . 

Office o! t..~e Presa Se=reta:y 
(Loa Angeles, California) 

For !m:nedia~e Release 

t;OTICE 

COHTI~"UATION OF LIBYAN EMERGENCY 
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on January 7, 1986, by Executive Order No, 12543 1 I 
declared a national emergency to deal with the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States constitutad by the actions and 
policies of tile Government. of Libya. on January 8, 198 6 1. by 
Executiv& Order No. 12544, I took additional measures to blo~k 
Libyan assets in the United st~tes. I transmitted a notice 
continuing this emergency to the Congress and the Federal 
Register on December 23, 1986. ~cause the Government o! 
Libya has continuad its actions and policies in support of 
international terrorism, the national emergency declared an 
January 7, 1986, and the measures adopted on Janu~ry 7 and 
~anuary B, 1986, to deal with t..~at emergency, must continua in 
e!fect beyond January 7, 1989. Therefore, in accordance with 
section 202(d) of the . National ~erganeies Act (50 u.s.c. 
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emergency with respect 
to Libya. This notice shall be published in the Fede:£1 
Re~ister and trans~it~ed to the Congress. 

RONALD REAGAN 

-- · - ·· - · - ----- -- --- --- - - ·--·-- · - -·-··· ----

--=--:77--.....,,.-,---,.--, _______ __ __ __ ____ ·-----~---~~~~ ----

- ----- -- . . -----.. - --- - --- - . 



8836397 
December 13, 1988 

' 66 DEC-20 11:24 AM 

Dear Senator: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for 
your December 6 letter suggesting that sanctions against 
Libya -be renewed at the appropriate time. 

We appreciate receiving your comments and recommendations in 
this regard. You may be assured that your letter is being 
directed to appropriate Administration officials for prompt 
review~ You will receive a further response in the near 
future. 

Thank you again for taking the time to write. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Alan M. Kranowitz 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Jesse Helms 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

.Afvl...K:KRJ: 

cc: w/copy of inc to Ed Fox , cong affrs, State - for DIRECT 
response 

cc: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYI 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

llnittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225 

December 6, 1988 

Inasmuch as regulations imposing economic sanctions on 
Libya are due to expire during the first week of next year, 
I do hope you will see to it that these sanctions are 
re-imposed with no changes at that time. 

As you know, the sanctions were imposed against Libya 
pursuant to Executive Orders issued by you in January, 1986 
(31 CFR 550) in response to Libya's support of international 
terrorism. These wide-ranging sanctions restrict economic 
relations between the United States and Libya, and include a 
prohibition on imports of Libyan goods and services and a 
prohibition on exports of goods, technology, and services to 
Libya. 

Mr. President, it is imperative that these sanctions be 
renewed. Libyan-supported terrorism has been responsible for 
the violent deaths of scores of innocent men, women and 
children, many of whom were Americans. Since 1986, Libya has 
not changed its policy of supporting international 
terrorism. In fact, Libya's development of chemical warfare 
capability only enhances Col. Qadhafi's ability to wage a 
terrorist campaign. 

Should these sanctions not be re-imposed, it may very 
well lead to hundreds of American citizens returning . to Libya 
to become Qadhafi's hostages in the event the United States 
is forced to respond militarily to any future terrorist 
actions undertaken with Libyan support, or to any use of 
chemical weapons by Libya. 



The President 
December 6, 1988 
Page Two 

International terrorism will not end until it becomes 
demonstrably incapable of wresting political concessions from 
targeted countries. Last week, your Administration took a 
courageous step in the fight against terrorism by denying 
Yasser Arafat's request for a visa. The next step would be 
to assure that the economic sanctions against Libya are 
re-imposed with no changes in January. 

I plead with you: Please renew these sanctions. 

With deep respect and kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

JESSE HELMS:dn 

,.; { ' -
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December 19, 1988 

Dear Mr. President: Ronald W. Reagan 

Human Rights violations record in Libya is one of the worst 
in the world. Reliable accounts place Libya among the top 
ten offenders. An Amnesty International Official reported 
on a major u.s television network (1987) that Libya may be 
one of only two countries in the world where execution of 
minors is condoned by state policy. 

Libyan authorities apply the most heinous forms of torture 
during interrogation. Attacks on detainees by vicious dogs 
and sexually aroused monkeys, insertion of bottles in the 
rectum, sexual humiliation, flogging, stubbing of lit 
cigarettes on the skin and eyes, pulling off of fingernails, 
electric shocks, use of drugs and chemicals, and solitary 
confinement for months on end -- live public executions 
(after only abbreviated trials) may be considered a form of 
torture to the society as a whole. 

Despite the release of over 400 prisoners in March 1988 and 
the token restoration of limited rights to travel abroad, 
the Libyan authorities continue to hold more than 100 
conscience and political prisoners without trials. Although 
these prisoners are allowed limited visitations by 
relatives. They have never been notified of the specific 
reasons for their detention or the prospect of trial nor 
provided with legal representation or any specific date of 
release. Most of those detained are well educated, leading 
members of Libyan society • . 

Yet, Libya is a party to many international treaties on 
human rights, political and civil liberties, and is a member 
of the African Charter of Human and People's Rights. Libya 
has neither been accused of violating such treaties nor 
disqualified from membership in such organizations. Libya 
has never been condemned before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission. 

We appeal to your conscience and courage to apply pressure 
on the Libyan authorities for immediate release of those 
innocent persons listed below who have remained in Libyan 
prisons for many years who could be benefitting mankind with 
their talents and professions. 

2 Massachusetts Avenue N.E.., Box 2535, Washington D.C. 20013-2535 U.S.A 
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THE LIBYAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IS NON-POLITICAL, HAS NO 
POLITIACL AGENDA OR AFFILIATION. IT WAS FORMED BY INDIVIDUALS 
WHOSE BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED BY THE LIBYAN 
AUTHORITIES . 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF POLITICAL AND CONSCIENCE PRISONERS 
IN LIBYA: 

o Names of detainees which have been in detention (and 
remain in detention as of December 15, 1988) for at 
least four years and have not been listed in any report 
including Amnesty International's report on Libya 
released in October 1987. This list contains two 
categories; one category of names of persons that the 
LHRC strongly asserts the accuracy of the information 
(and listed below as 1st category), the second category 
is a list of names of persons that the LHRC believes 
that the sources of information are reasonably 
reliable : 

FIRST CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Fathi Al-Masuri 
Hassan Isttata 
Ausama Shaloof 
Nuri Al-Fallah 
Dr. Raheel Al-Qaddaffi 
Dr. Abdelmunim Al-Aujali (Behari) 
Fawzi Abukatif 
Nasser Zimmeet 
Hassan Hadyai 
Dr. Wanees El-Sha'ri 
Abdelmunim Al-Najjar 
(He may have been executed in 1984) 
Oun Oun 
Khalid Mansour Bu-Zghyba 
Ibrahim Saleh 
Fathi Qlaysa 
Al-tahir Ammar 
Ahmed Bernia 
Al-Zegni 
Fayed Ibrahim Fayed El-Majberi 

un102 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 
Not known 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 

1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1986* 
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SECOND CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Jumma Abdelsalam Qaness 
Jamal Al-Nagouzi 
Faraj Mansour Al-teah 
Ibrahim Mohamed Al-Saghir 
Al-Haadi Al-ghafeer 
Abdeljaleel Al-Tarhuni 
Marzouq Majdoub Al-Fakhri 
Abdelhafeed Al-Barghathi 
Aqella Al-Sanusi 
Salem Abdelkader 
Ahmed Al-Zubare Al-Sanusi 
Mahmoud Al-Shaltat 
Omar Al-hareri 
Masoud Al-Mansouri 
Fa'yez Al-Ariffia 
Saad Nasser El-Meqarhi 
Khalifa Al-Azraq 
Emaad Al-Hassayeri 
Arif Dikheel 
Abulgasim Al-Mashyi 
Saleh Aldalaal 
Dr. Umr Al-Nammyi 
Mohamed Al-Toumi 
Essa Al-Beera 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 
198'5 
1981* 
Not Known 
Not Known 
1981* 
1981 
1984 
Not Known 
Not Known 
Not Known 
1981* 
Not Known 
Not Known 
Not Known 
1981* 
Not Known 
1984 
1984 
1981* 
Not Known 
1973 
1984 
1984 

o Names of prisoners that remain in detention as of 
December 15, 1988 without trials. They have been in 
detention for at least four years and have been listed 
in Amnesty International's October 1987 report on Libya 
This list contains two categories; one category of names 
of persons that the LHRC strongly asserts the accuracy 
of the information (and listed below as 1st category), 
the second category is a list of names of persons that 
the LHRC believes that the sources of information are 
reasonably reliable: 

FIRST CATEGORY: 

NAME DATE OF ARREST 

Dr. Omran Omar Turbi 1984 
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(Continued from page three - First category) 

NAME 

Abdulla Minana 
Hassan Nashnoush 
Salem Al-Ghali 
Saad Al-Jazui 
Wanees Al-Esawee 

SECOND CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Ahmed Al-Thilthy 
Al-Taher Ghoqa 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 
1984 

o Names of persons that were detained for at least four 
years and have been released in March, 1988. These names 
have never been listed in any report including Amnesty 
International's report on Libya released in October 
1987. This list contains two categories; one category 
of names of persons that the LHRC strongly asserts the 
accuracy of the information (and listed below as 1st 
category), the second category is a list of names of 
persons that the LHRC believes that the sources of 
information are reasonably reliable: 

FIRST CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Ibrahim El-Huni 
AbdelKader Qateesh 
Kamal Omar Turbi 
Hussane Ali Yahya 
Ahmed Mahmoud El-Ghasseer 
Abdelhakeem Burshan 

SECOND CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Helal Al-Rabyee 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 
1984 
1984 
Not Known 
1982 
1975 

DATE OF ARREST 

1984 

0 Names of persons that were detained for at least four 
years and have been released in March, 1988. These names 
have been listed in Amnesty International's report on 
Libya released in October 1987. This list contains two 
categories; one category of names of persons that 
the LHRC strongly asserts the 
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accuracy of the information (and listed below as 1st 
category), the second category is a list of names of 
persons that the LHRC believes that the sources of 
information are reasonably reliable: 

FIRST CATEGORY: 

NAME 

Ashraf Fareed Ashraf 

SECOND CATEGORY: 

DATE OF ARREST 

1975 

In this category names are still being investigated. 
Therefore the LHRC can not submit any names at this time. 

Foot Note: The names on pages number one and two which have 
an asterisk(*) are persons who held military posts. 

The Libyan Human Rights Commissions encourages the work of 
The United Nations, Amnesty International, and other human 
rights organizations and hopes that the collective efforts 
of such organizations result in strict compliance of basic 
human rights in Libya. Particularly those rights of the 
UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATION. 

We urge your support in introducing a resolution by The 
United States of America before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission during its scheduled session in February 
1989 and vote to condemn the Libyan government for its 
gross violations of human rights in Libya 

Very Truly Yours, 

ot: k 

The LHRC does not object to the use of its name in publicat­
ions or as a source or reference. 



~~ 
4 j.>JI #I J4Ji.i ~o 

,'lAA rl.aJ 

L...J 

\?1)1 ,l:.;,-, 0-4 J.l..< ti_,... _j)lbl. t \\AA'-"') .. ~~ ~I .::.,L.h..L....JI .::.....oLi 

.:Jl..> Jlj "J <GI "JI, t,..;:J t}> )--JL. uiJ,l_,..l] tl....JI I"" L,S ~~I ,4-JIJ 

·tl\AA~,~.,,...~IJ~"Jl.:,,,Ju"'G..::."Jl0-4~,.l..< 

AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL 

REPORT 
1988 

This report 
covers the period 

January to December 
1987 

LIBYA 

"In March l 988 Libyan authorities released a number of conscience 
and political prisoners and allowed Libyan citizens to travel abroad. 
However, many conscience and political detainees remain in deten­
tion as of December 1988." LHRC 

• /J 

I -• RllllliiiiiiilllC 
lHHii 

1JL..i½I J_# yl ~\ 
THE LIBYAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (LHRC) 

2 Massachusetts Avenue N.E., Box 2535 
Washington D.C. 20013-2535 U.S.A 

Reprinted and distributed by The LHRC, founded 
in 1985 to protect and promote LIBYAN compliance 

with the rights proclaimed in 
The Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights 



LIBYA 

fhe killing of Libyans abroad and lhe 
execution of prisoners in Libya, in appar­
ent implementation of the official "physi­
cal liquidation" policy against political 
opponents, continued. Hundreds of prison­
ers of conscience and political prisoners 
were believed to be held without charge. 
Some of them were said lo have been 
imprisoned afler unfair trials or to have 
remained in custody despite acquittal or 
expiry of their sentences. Many prisoners 
were said lo be held in secret detention 
centres and to be at risk of torture. 

Al lacks on Libyan exiles look place again 
during 1987. Muhammad Fehaima was 
assassinated in Athens on 7 January and 
Yusuf Kherbish in Rome on 26 June. Both 
men belonged to Libyan opposition groups. 
Ezzedin Ghadamsi, former Libyan ambassa­
dor to Austria. survived a second attempt on 
his life in Vienna on 20 May. It was not 
known whether those responsible for the 
attacks were acting on direct orders from the 
Libyan authorities, but the killings and 
allempted killings appeared consistent with 
a pattern of attacks against opponents for 
which the Libyan authorities have claimed 
responsibility. 

The executions of nine Libyans, six by 
hanging and three by firing-squad, were 
televised in Libya on 17 February. Most of 
the victims were said to belong to an opposi­
tion group called ol-/ihad. The nine men 
were reported ly sentenced to death by a 
"revo lutionary court" in Benghazi after con­
viction on charges including the assassina­
tion of two Libyans and the attempted 
assassination of Soviet experts. In October 
1986 Basic People's Congresses nationwide 
had called for the "physical liquidation" of 
eight people. described as "enemies of 
God", whose confessions were apparently 
telev ised (see Amnesly Inlernolional He­
port 1987). S ix of them were among those 
execu ted in February. 

In a speech reported by Tripoli television 
on 23 May. Libyan lea der Colonel Mu'am­
mar Gaddafi referred to execu tions as "very 
useful lessons". On 22 November, while 
addressing a meeting of the General Peo­
ple's Congress in Tripoli. Colonel Gaddafi 
was quoted as having said, "Anyone in the 
future who conspires against the people's 
authority we will execute in the square 
without any mercy or compassion. Let 
everyone hear and let the present tell the 
absent." Earlier in the speech, he repo rtedly 
sa id in apparent reference to the executions 
in Februnry, "Others execute someone or 
run him over with a car or give him poison. 
We do not do that. I le whom we have 
executed 
television." 

we have executed on 

Seventy-seven prisoners of <:onsci ence . 
arrested between 1973 and 1980, were said 
lo be held throughout 1987, although their 
whereabouts could not be confirmed by 
Amnesty International. Most of them were 
convicted of rnembershi p of political organ­
izations and sentenced to death or life 
imprisonment. They were tri ed . some of 
the m more than once. before courts in 
which the proceedings fell short of basic 
standards for fair trial. These courts in­
cluded the People's Court and courts estab­
lished by revolutionary committees. 

' Some priSjJ~ers we~'e reported'tO be held 
despite acq'uittal or after the expiry of their 
sentences. Most of them were arrested in 
1973. They included alleged members oflhe 
Islamic Libera tion Party. a Marxist organ­
ization. and the Ba'th party. Students 
arrested in 1976 for opposing government 
interference in student affairs and writers 
and journalists arres ted in 1 ~)78 and later 
convicted of forming a politicnl organiza­
tion were also among the prisoners of 
conscience. 

Hundreds of other people were believed 
to be he ld on political grounds, some since 
1969. They included peopl e who may be 
prisoners of conscience, held solely for their 
political beliefs, ethnic origin or famHial 
relationship to political opponents. More 
than 50 of them were reportedly tried in 
previous years for membership of ill ega l 
organizations. Among them were a group of 
Berbers reportedly arrested in April 1980, 
after they formed an ethnic club called 
a/-Boruni. and a group of Islamic activists 
said to have been arrr.sterl in September 
1983. About 30 prisoners were believed lo 
be held despite acquillal or the expiry of 
their sentences imposed for participating in 
coup attempts in 1969 and 1970. 

Prisoners reportedly held without trial 
included al least 10 peopl e arrested follow­
ing an attack on Colonel Gaddafi's head­
quarters in !Jab al-'Aziziyah in May 1984: 
two brothers of 'Uma al-Mahayshi. a senior 
officer believed to have been executed in 
1983 after he was deported to Libya from 
exile in Morocco, arrested in 1984; fiv e 
brothers of Dr Muhammad Maqariaf. a for­
mer Libyan official and lead er oflhe opposi­
tion National Front for the Salvation of 
Libya. believed to remain in detention fol­
lowing their arrest in 1982; anci nine follow­
ers of Shaykh Muhammad al-!Jishli, a 
preacher reported to have died as a result of 
torture shortly after his arrest in 1980. Some 
26 alleged members of al-Jihad. apparently 
arrested in 1986 with some of those ex­
ecuted in February, were believed lo be 
detained in 1987. Many prisoners were 
reportedly held incommunicado in unoffi­
cial detention centres controlled by the 
revolutionary committees, where they were 
at risk of torture or ill-treatme nt. 

In March Libya ratified the African Char­
ter on Human and Peop le's Kights. 

Following the te levised executions in 
February. Amnesty International sought 
clarification of the fote of other people 
officially designated as "enemies of God", 
urging that no further exec utions take place. 
As in previous years. Amnesty International 
urged Colonel Gaddafi to condemn and end 
the policy of "physical liquidation" of pol­
itical opporients. The organization con­
tinued lo appeal throughout th e year for the 
release of the prisoners of conscience and 
sought clarification of political prisoners' 
fates. No reply to any Amnesty Int ernational 
communication was received from the 
Libyan authorities during 1987. 
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'CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I 
NAME: The name of this commission is; 
the Libyan Human Rights Commission (LHRC). 

MISSION: This Commission is organized to promote Libyan compliance with 
Human Rights as defined and declared in the UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS adopted and proclaimed by the peoples of the world through the 
general assembly of the United Nations on December I 0, I 948. 

This Commission has no political affiliation and may not engage in any political 
debates or activities. Naturally, any one Commission Member on his or her own 
and not on behalf of the Libyan Human Rights Commission (LHRC) has total 
freedom to debate and engage in any such activities. 

Further, this Commission is organized for the restoration of basic Human Rights in 
Libya, probe into the condition and plight of detainees, conscience and political 
prisoners. Persuade Human Rights Organizations, Watch Groups, and Govern­
ments to support efforts made by the Commission and others for fair hearings and 
tri als, early release, and ceasing of torture. 

File legal suits against individuals or government before appropriate court of law 
and present complaints to the United Nations Human Rights Commission on 
behalf of affected persons. 

This Commission in its form hopes to remain in existence forever, and be able to 
relocate its headquarters inside Libya. In such event the commission would be able 
to exercise its mission, functions and duties publicly and without any interference 
from government. 

ARTICLE II 
MEMBERSHIP: This Commission's membership is limited to individuals or their 
immediate relatives whose Human Rights have been violated (violations being 
recognized as; detention, torture, imprisonment, or execution). The annual 
membership dues are 10 Libyan Dinars or its equivelence. 

ARTICLE III 
OFFICERS: This Commission has one Executive Director, assistant Executive 
Director, and ten or less Executive Members. 

ELECTION: This Commission will annually elect an executive director, assistant 
executive director, and executive members who have not served the proceeding 
year unless nominated and elected by 7 5% of the vote. 

FUNCTIONS: Functions of the officers and Executive Members shall be those 
associated with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Commission. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: It shall be the duty of every member to promote and create 
means for developing increased interest in and better understanding of the 
Commission and its mission and the Universal Human Rights Declaration. 
Establish rapport between the Commission and the various news publications and 
news organizations worldwide. 

The Commission will recognize the accomplishments and achievements by 
individuals and organizations relative to the mission of the commission. Such 
recognition shall be in the form of a certificate with the Libyan Human Rights 
Commission SEAL. 

ARTICLE IV 
MEETINGS: This Commission shall have one official sess ion per year for the 
purpose of elections of its officers and annual review of accomplishments and 
objectives. 

ARTICLE V 
VOTING RIGHTS: Voting rights are vested in its membership. 

ARTICLE VI 

FINANCES: This Commission derives its funds from its membership, and private 
donations, this Commission will not accept funds from any Political organizations 
or any Governments. 

This Commission will utilize all its funds for the promotion of its mission as 
outlined in its CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS. Any remaining funds may be 
made available for scholarship[ sj for Libyan persons who are pursuing higher 
education limited to Doctors level. Such scholarships must be made available after 
extensive study review and unanimous membership approval. 

ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BY· LAWS: Proposed amend­
ments to this constitution and by-laws must be presented in writing to the 
executive membership; after thirty days the amendment shall be voted upon. A 
majority vote is required for adoption. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: JANUARY 06, 1989 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. A. OMAR TURBI 

ID# 617685 

SUBJECT: WRITES ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN39-L:JI;E};fl¥_ 4 4: 2J PM 
AND URGES SUPPORT FOR UNITED NATIONS 
RESOLUTION CONDEMNING LIBYA 

ACTION DISPOSITION 
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REFERRAL 
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*********************************************************************** 
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* * 
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*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT- 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



UNCLll,SSIF I S D 

.DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMirl'AL FORM 

fQR: Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan · 

From: ~r . A. Omar 7urbi 

Date: December 30, 1988 

SIS 8900859 

DateJanuary 25, 1989 

Subject: Human Rights Vio lations in Libya 

WH Referral Dated: 
NSCS ID# (if any): 617685 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

___ A draft reply is attached. 

___ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

___ A translation is attached. 

xx An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

___ We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

___ The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

___ Other (see remarks). 

REMARKS: 

. ': 'Jif /P ;/f / 11~~ j/ y . ~~'( 

£ Director 
~ ecretariat ~taff 
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" -~ ......... -::· 

' , 

Mr. A. Omar Turbi 
Executive Director 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 24, 1989 

The Libyan Human Rights Commission 
2 Massachusetts Avenue N.E. 
Box 2535 
Washington, D.C. 20013-2535 

Dear Mr. Turbi: 

Your letter of December 30, 1989 to President Reagan has been 
referred to me for reply. I trust that you have received my 
letter to you dated January 13, which addresses the concerns that 
you expressed to the President and also to officials here in the 
Department of State. 

As I mentioned in my letter, we share completely your concerns 
regarding human rights practices in Libya, and have taken steps in 
specific instances to address them. 

Again, I urge you to stay in touch with our Bureau with regard 
to human rights abuses in Libya which come to your attention. 

~ 
Robert W. Farrand 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 
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President Renald Reagan 
Executive Office of the 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Presideq};~, t·,i~i ti~ u 
NW ,C) -i -._~ ;_; :::,: .. ) 7 

Human Rights violations record in Libya is one of the worst 
in the world. Reliable accounts place Libya among the top 
ten offenders. An Amnesty International Official reported 
on ·a major U.S. television network (1987) that Libya may be 
one of only two countries in the world where execution of 
minors is condoned by state policy. 

Libyan authorities apply the most heinous forms of torture 
during interrogation. Attacks on detainees by vicious dogs 
and sexually aroused monkeys, insertion of bottles in the 
rectum, sexual humiliation, flogging, stubbing of lit 
cigarettes on the skin and eyes, pulling off of fingernails, 
electric shocks, use of drugs and chemicals, and solitary 
confinement. for months on end -- live public executions 
(after only abbreviated trials) may be considered a form of 
torture to the society as a whole . 

Despite the release of over 400 prisoners in March 1988 and 
the token restoration of limited rights to travel abroad, 
the Libyan authorities continue to hold more than 100 
conscience and political prisoners without trials. Although 
these prisoners are allowed limited visitations by 
relatives . They have never been notified of the specific 
reasons for their detention or the prospect of trial nor 
provided with legal representation or any specific date of 
release. Most of those detained are well educated, leading 
members of Libyan society. 

Yet, Libya is a party to many international treaties on 
human rights, political and civil liberties, and is a member 
of the African Charter of Human and People's Rights. Libya 
has neither been accused of violating such treaties nor 
disqualified from membership in such organizations. Libya 
has never been condemned before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission. 

We appeal to your conscience and courage to apruy pressure 
on the.Libyan authorities for immediate release of tbase 
innocent persons who have remained in Libyan prisons fQr .. 
~s who couia .be._.benefi:tting .Jiiankino.-wi-th-~ 
talents and professions. 

We urge your support and your government's introduction of a 
resolution to condemn Libya before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission during its scheduled session in February 
1989. 

ot:rl 

Encl. 

Commission 

2 M assachusetts Avenue N.E.. Box 2535. Washington D.C. 20013-25 35 U.S.A 
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THE LIBYAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (lHRC) 
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President Ronald Reagan 
Executive Off ice of the President;=, ;«'le-'"", t"" \""" """· 

• ::.:. ~~:: i ~ ~ 1 ~~~ bf 1600 Pennsyl van1a Ave. , NW t..J er bn,..d i ., =1 t 
Washington, DC 20500 ii'.Pl - 4 .L L ' ).'.,. PM 

":.: : :!\! .:. : I ~.:,..; : l: 

Dear Mr. President: 

Human Rights violations record in Libya is one of the worst 
in the world. Reliable accounts place Libya among the top 
ten offenders . An Amnesty International Official reported 
on ·a major U. S . television network (1987) that Libya may be 
one of only two countries in the world where execution of 
minors is condoned by state policy. 

Libyan authorities apply the most heinous forms of torture 
during interrogation. Attacks on detainees by vicious dogs 
and sexually aroused monkeys, insertion of bottles in the 
rectum, sexual humiliation, flogging, stubbing of lit 
cigarettes on the skin and eyes, pulling off of fingernails, 
electric shocks, use of drugs and chemicals, and solitary 
confinement for months on end -- live public executions 
(after only abbreviated tri als) may be considered a form of 
torture to the society as a whole. 

Despite the release of over 400 prisoners in March 1988 and 
the token restoration of limited rights to travel abroad, 
the Libyan authorities continue to hold more than 100 
conscience and political prisoners without trials. Although 
these prisoners are allowed limited visitations by 
relatives. They have never been notified of the specific 
reasons for their detention or the pr ospect of trial nor 
provided with legal representation or any specific date of 
release. Most of those detained are well educated, leading 
members of Libyan society. 

Yet , Libya is a party to many international treaties on 
human rights, political and civil liberties, and is a member 
of the African Charter of Human and People's Rights. Libya 
has neither been accused of violating such treaties nor 
disqualified from membership in such organizations. Libya 
has never been condemned before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission . 

We appeal to your conscience and courage to apQ_ly pressure , 
QQ the_!iibyan authorities for immediate release 0£......tho.s~ 
innocen_t.,_£..,_~sons who have remained in Libya~ .. J~,r.i§.2ns-t:Qr,.. 
~ ars ~- wno ' counr_-:1'.fe~~ue::E:tt:Yf.ng::mank:i"oo.:.::Awi-tl1,.-t.-l:le ~i~r 
talents and professions. 

We urge your support and your government's introduction of a 
resolution to condemn Libya before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission during its scheduled session in February 
1989. 

ot:rl 

Encl. 

Commission 

2 Massachusetts Avenue N.E., Box 2535, Washington D.C. 20013-2535 U.S.A 

> . ----
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lllYI 
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COLIN L, POWELLQ..R 

Cont 1 nu at i O l.,,.J.J:2y. i!DJmu;ge•A-8·)'· 

ug• f 
01940-2.ss 

tlt::J£Jff 

r-:z;a; £ --/ ~ 

To extend the cteclaratJ.on of national emergency with resp~ct to 
Libya. 

fast• 
Under the National Emer9encies Act, the January 1, 1986 
declaration of national emergency regarding Libya will expire on 
January 1, 1989 unless you forsnally extend it prior to that date. 
re1·m1nat1on or the L.lbyc1n emfrgency would damage our ability to 
maintain economie pressure on Libya to cease its support for 
terrorism and other a.ctivns inimical to u.s. interests. 

PAIGWll.u.11 

The aetachea le.tt~r rrom secretary Brady (TaJ:> C) recommends yo~ 
continue the Libyan emergency by signing a notice of extension 
r.or publica-tion J.n thP- Federal Re9ister (Tab A) and a transmittal 
let.ter t.o the co.ngre!s '1'ab B> by tne encl or vecember 1988. 

W1J.gmmengat19n 

liQ. That you sign tne notice of extension at Tab A 
and the l~ttcr to Con9re5s at Tab B. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Ta.b B 
Tab C 
Tab 0 

Notice of Extension 
Letter to the congress 
Letter trom Secretary Brady 
Copf of Last tear's Extension 

QQatJIUi4M­
Declassity on: OAD~ 

Alstt J?9c:Jt7Fio,.~ 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff (2) 



NOTICE 

CONTINUATION OF LIBYAN EMERGENCY 

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order No. 12543, I 

declared a national emergency to deal with the unusual and 

extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign 

policy of the United States constituted by the actions and 

policies of the Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986, by 

Executive Order No. 12544, I took additional measures to block 

Libyan assets in the United States. I transmitted a notice 

continuing this emergency to Congress and the Federal Register 

on December 23, 1986. Because the Government of Libya has 

continued its actions and policies in support of international 

terrorism, the national emergency declared on January 7, 1986, 

and the measures adopted on January 7 and January 8, 1986, to 

deal with that emergency, must continue in effect beyond 

January 7, 1989. Therefore, in accordance with Section 202(d) 

of the National Emergencies Act (50 u.s.c. 1622(d)), I am 

continuing the national emergency with respect to Libya. This 

notice shall be published in the Federal Register and 

transmitted to the Congress. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

December , 1988 



TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 u.s.c. 

1622 (d)) provides for the automatic termination of a national 

emergency unless, prior to the anniversary date of its declara­

tion, the President publishes in the Federal Register and 

transmits to the Congress a notice stating that the emergency 

is to continue in effect beyond the anniversary date. In 

accordance with this provision, I have sent the enclosed 

notice, stating that the Libyan emergency is to continue in 

effect beyond January 7, 1989, to the Federal Register for 

publication. A similar notice was sent to the Congress and the 

Federal Register on December 15, 1987. 

The crisis between the United States and Libya that led to 

my declaration on January 7, 1986, of a national emergency has 

not been resolved. The Government of Libya continues to use 

and support international terrorism, in violation of 

international law and minimum standards of human behavior. 

Such Libyan actions and policies pose a con~inuing unusual and 

extraordinary threat to the national security and vital foreign 

policy interests of the United States. For these reasons, I 

have determined that it is necessary to maintain in force the 
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broad authorities necessary to apply economic pressure to the 

Government of Libya to reduce its ability to support 

international terrorism. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

December , 19 88 

Enclosure 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

December 21, 1988 

8840 

Under the National Emergencies Act, the declaration of 
national emergency with respect to Libya will terminate on 
January 7, 1989, unless, prior to that date, you publish in the 
Federal Register and transmit to the Congress a notice stating 
that the emergency is to continue in effect. If the Libyan 
emergency were allowed to lapse, the current Libyan sanctions, 
including the blocking of Libyan governmental assets, would also 
lapse, impairing our Government's ability to apply economic 
pressure on the Libyan government to discontinue its support of 
international terrorism and other activities hostile to U.S. 
interests. 

For these reasons, I recommend that you sign, transmit 
to the Congress, and publish in the Federal Register the 
necessary notice of extension. 

Enclosures 

Enclosed are the following documents: 

The proposed notice of extension; 

A proposed message transmitting the 
notice to the Congress; and 

A copy of the notice of extension 
submitted to the Congress last year. 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas F. Brady 



.... 
n, President 

,aDot.11-31111 

11111d IJ.-15-e': 1:12 pm) 

1111111mc1e11as-ot-M 

Presidential Documents 

Notice of December 15, 1•1 

Continuation of IJbyan Emergency 

41891 

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order No. 125'3, I declared a national ' 
emergency to deal with the unusual and extraordinary threat to the national 
1ecurity and foreign policy or the United State. constituted by the actioni and . 
policies of the Government of Libya. On Janu_ary a. 1986, by Executive Order 
No. 12544, I took additional measures to block Libyan a11eta in the United .. 
States. I transmitted a notice continuing thi1 emergency to the Congre11 and 
the Federal Register on December 23, 1986. Because the Government of Libya 
has continued its actions and policies in 1upport or international terrorism. the 
national emergency declared on January 7, 1986, and the measures adopted on 
January 7 and January 8, 1986, to deal with that emergency, must continue in 
effect beyond Jtnuary 7, 1988. Therefore, in accordance with Section Z02(d) of 
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national 
emergency with respect to Libya. Thia notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congre11. · 

nm WHITE HOUSE, 
December 15, 1987. 

•. 
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NI\ llClNAL SECl.ATY <.XNNCl\. 
WAaHNOTON, D.C. :roeo9 

December 23, 1988 

l\CTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: WILLI~M J. BURNS~ 

SUBJECT: Continuation of Libyan Emergency 

Under tl1e National Emergencies Act, the January 1986 declaration 
of national emergency with respect to Libya will expire January 
7, 1989 unle~s tlie Pr.esident formally renews it prior to that 
date. Ending the LJbyan ~m~rgency would damage our ability to 
keep economic press 1-1re on the Libyan government to halt its 
support for terrorism and other activities inimical to U.S. 
interests. 

Secretary Brady's recommendation to extend the emergency (Tab C) 
has full interagency support. It would be helpful for the 
President to sign the nttached notice of extension for 
pubLlcation in the Feder~l Register (Tab A) and the transmlttal 
letter to Congre.ss {Tab B) by the end of December so that the 
~t~e can be ~~}Llshed Jn the F~eJa~egister on time. 

stbe Farrar, Nick Rostow and Alisonwortier concur. 

RF;COMMEHQA'fIOli 

That you sign the 

Approve 

the President at Tab I. 

Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab Memorandum to the President 
A Notice of Extension 
B Letter to Congress 

I 
Tab 
Tab 
Tab 
Tab 

C Letter from Secretary Brady 
D Copy of Last Year's Notice 

eotif' l Pi:il3HAL 
Declassify on: OADR 

CfJf llfNTIAL 

Prepared by: 
Sandra Charles 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 23, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNS~t 

SUBJECT: Continuation of Libyan Emergency 

8840 

Under the National Emergencies Act, the January 1986 declaration 
of national emergency with respect to Libya will expire January 
7, 1989 unless the President formally renews it prior to that 
date. Ending the Libyan emergency would damage our ability to 
keep economic pressure on the Libyan government to halt its 
support for terrorism and other activities inimical to U. S. 
interests. 

Secretary Brady's recommendation to extend the emergency (Tab C) 
has full interagency support. It would be helpful for the 
President to sign the attached notice of e xtension for 
publication in the Federal Register (Tab A) and the transmittal 
letter to Congress (Tab B) by the end of December so that the 
t ~ t~ e can be 1;,}lished in the F~ef al Register on time. 

Steve Farrar, Nick Rostow and Alison ~ tier concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Notice of Extension 
Tab B Letter to Congress 
Tab C Letter from Secretary Brady 
Tab D Copy of Last Year's Notice 

Prepared by: 
Sandra Charles 

,e-mJF IDEN~AL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

WHITE HOUSE EXECUTIVE CLERK 

COLIN L. POWELL 

Continuation of Libyan Emergency 

8840 

. ~~ .. , 
. " 

cl\~ ·ei.,~ftv 

To extend the declaration of national emergency with respect to 
Libya. 

Facts 

Under the National Emergencies Act, the January 7, 1986 
declaration of national emergency regarding Libya will e xpire on 
January 7, 1989 unless you formally extend it prior to that date. 
Termination of the Libyan emergency would damage our ability to 
maintain economic pressure on Libya to cease its support for 
terrorism and other actions inimical to U.S. interests. 

Discussion 

The attached letter from Secretary Brady (Tab C) recommends you 
continue the Libyan emergency by signing a notice of e xtension 
for publication in the Federal Register (Tab A) and a transmittal 
letter to the Congress (Tab B) by the end of December 1988. 

Recommendation 

OK No That you sign the notice of e xtension at Tab A 
and the letter to Congress at Tab B. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 
Tab C 
Tab D 

Notice of Extension 
Letter to the Congress 
Letter from Secretary Brady 
Copy of Last Year's Extension 

.,c0M~IDEN'l'rnL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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