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MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III

Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Appointment of Benjamin Razafintseheno of the

Democratic Republic of Madagascar as Ambassador
to the United States ' '

The President concurs in the proposed appointment of
Benjamin Razafintseheno of the Democratic Republic of
Madagascar as Ambassador to the United States.

Wl O
Michdel 0. Wheeler

Staff Secretary
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SONEIDENT LAE—
ACTION March 25, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK/)/\/

FROM: FRED WETTERING = ‘m‘ M”h"
SUBJECT : Requests for Agfément on New Ambassadors

from the Comoros and Madagascar
e ————

In two separate messages State has forwarded and endorsed the
nominations of two new ambassadors to the United States, one
from the Federal Islamic Republic of the Comoros, and one from
the Democratic Republic of Madagascar.

The Comoros government is a semi-feudal, pro-Western French
client state, principally consisting of three small islands

off the east coast of Africa. We have a non-resident ambassador
and the Comoran Government proposes to accredit their Paris
ambassador to Washington. Since Paris is the most important
Comoran post, he is presumably one of their best men (little

is know of him).

The Madagascar Government, a leftist, Marxist autocratic regime,
has been making some moves to conciliate relations with the West
in recent months, primarily due to economic backruptcy and the
need for aid (and Soviet unresponsiveness to requests for aid).
The proposed ambassador is one of the few pro-Western technocrats
in the government and State is doubtless correct that this 1s a

positive signal of sorts.

I support State's recommendations in both cases.

RECOMMENDATION: That you approve the two attached Wheeler-Bremer
memos indicatiji/gyééidential concurrence with the agrément requests.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments

Tab I Wheeler memo on Comoros agrement (1923)
A Incoming from State

IT Wheeler memo on Madagascar agrement (1848)
A Incoming from State

CONFIDENTEAL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 22 1982 ... .. . . . P
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK |
THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATICH ROOM

Subject: Appointment of Benjamin Razafintseheno
of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar
as Ambassador to the United States.

The Government of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar
has inquired whether our Government agrees to the appointment
of Benjamin Razafintseheno as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Madagascar to the United States (Tab 2).

A biography of Razafintseheno is attached (Tab 1).

The Department believes from the information available
that Razafintseheno will make a good Ambassador to the United

States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the

Malagasy Government.

L. Paul Bremér, III
Executive Secretary
Attachments:
1. Biography.

2. Telegram No. 598
from Antananarivo.
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Democratic Republic of Madagascar

Ambassador Razafintseheno is currently the Secretary
General of the Malagasy Foreign Ministry. His most recent
overseas position was Ambassador to the United Kingdom (1973-
1975) ; he was also accredited to several Scandinavian countries
at the time. Razafintseheno is the first ambassadorial
nomination proposed for Washington since the deterioration of
bilateral relations in 1975. The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Madagascar proposed restoring ambassador-level
relations in early 1980 and a U.S. Ambassador presented his
credentials in November of that year. Razafintseheno is a
tested friend of the West, who has wanted very much to go to
the United States. His selection is evidence of President
Ratsiraka's desire to sustain improving relations with the
United States.

Razafintseheno was born in 1926 and has studied law and
diplomacy in French universities. From 1961-1970 he held
several positions in the Foreign Ministry and in 1971 was
named ambassador to Taipei. He returned to the Foreign
Ministry briefly before being named to London. Since 1976
he has served in Antananarivo, at one point as a Supreme
Court Counselor. In 1968 Razafintseheno visited the United
States as a leader grantee.

A thorough search of U.S. Government sources reveals no
grounds for objection.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4631

C’E_E_E—?—D E N | I AL ANTANANARIVO 00588

E.O. 12665: GDS ©3/12/82 (RONDON, FERNANDO E.) OR-M

TAGS: PDIP, PEPR, MA

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR AGREMENT FOR MALAGASY AMBASSADOR TO UNITED STATES

REF: ANTANA @571

1.19/- ENTIRE TEXT.

2. FOREIGN MINISTER RICHARD HANDED ME DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON MARCH 12
REQUESTING AGREMENT FOR BENJAMIN RAZAFINTSEHENO AS AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF MADAGASCAR TO UNITED STATES.

RAZAFINTSEHENO WILL BE RESIDENT IN WASHINGTON.

3. CURRICULUM VITAE

--NAME: BENJAMIN RAZAFINTSEHENO

DECLASSIFIED

TELEGRAM, | 4{
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--BORN: AUGUST 7, 1926 IN ANTANANARIVO, MADAGASCAR Authority
--MARRIED TO: BEBY RAZAFIMANISA RAZAFINTSEHENO 4 —
~-STUDIES: LAW FACULTY, GRENOBLE, FRANCE By NL\RADATEab W7Ey

LAW FACULTY, PARIS, FRANCE
INSTITUDE OF INTERNATIONAL HIGHER STUDIES, PARIS
INSTITUDE OF HIGHER OVERSEAS STUDIES, PARIS

——-ASSIGNMENTS:

1361-63 FOREIGN POLITICAL AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
1964-66 DIRECTOR FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS AT FOREIGN MINISTRY

1967-70 DIRECTOR GENERAL

OF MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

1871-72 AMBASSADOR TO THE. REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN)

1873 .INSPECTOR AT THE

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

1973-75 AMBASSADOR TO UNITED KINGDOM (DUALLY ACCREDITED TO

DENMARK, NORWAY,
1976-73 EUROPEAN AFFAIRS,

SWEDEN) .
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIR

1379-80 SUPREME COURT COUNSELOR
13808 TO PRESENT SECRETARY GENERAL, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

—-—-RANK: MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY
—--AWARDS: DECORATED BY MADAGASCAR, COMOROS, FRANCE AND THE FRG

—-LANGUAGES: FRENCH AND ENGLISH

4. FOREIGN MINISTER REQUESTED EARLIEST POSSIBLE AGREMENT FOR

RAZATINTSEHENO IN ORDER TO
MAL AGASY EMBASSY, WHO HAVE
AWARE.

REPATRIATE PERSONNEL NOW STAFFING
EXPERIENCED PROBLEMS, AS DEPARTMENT IS

5. PLEASE ADVISE IF DEPARTMéNT REQUIRES ANY FURTHER DOCUMENTATION
IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE AGREMENT PROCESS. RONDON

CONEHBENTTAL





































































































