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The Honorable Charles z. Wick 
Director, U.S. Information Agency 
The USIA Building 
400 C Street, S.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

Dear Charlie: 

As you suggested, I am writing about the 
visit to this coun_tr_y _q_f_ my friend, ~Yl"'ewiyJ 
~wnep':f'King-2:·ofr.Maiay:Sia'. He and I have been 
f r iends for almost 20 years. Three years ago 
his father, the then Sultan of Johar, conferred 
the highest title, the Crown of Johor, on me. 
I was told that I was the first American to 
receive this title. 

Upon his father's death my friend became 
Sultan of Johor. Pursuant to Malaysian custom 
the 7 sultans meet every 5 years to elect one 
of their number king for a 5 year period. My 
friend was elected king by the other sultans 
and was crowned on April 28, 1984. 

. H~iamiTng~qJ:;51£~:£0-&fb~~~e~~~:rstat'e~ 
~ ifue .-.,.fnis-;t;f ·a11" and I thought that some 

·appropriate recognition, such as a state dinner 
at the White House,. might be in order. 

Please let me know your thoughts in this 
matter, and if you g~t an affirmative answer 
from the White .House, I will try to arrange 
matters so that his trip can be set up at the 
convenience of President Reagan. 

Best regards. 
i 

Sincerely, 
, I 

. /~-------
/~~~/ : 

HLH/ar 
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August 15, 1984 _, 

The Honorable Charles z. Wick 
Director, U.S. Information Agency 
The USIA Building 
400 C Street, S.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

Dear Charlie: 

As you suggested, I am writing about the 
visit to this country of my friend, -t;I:i~f'. newiy~! 

-~}n'(~_cf,%:1~-:ingC~'O:f-::;fi~.¥fay.sia~. He and I have been 
~~ends for almost 20 years. Three years ago 
his father, the then Sultan of Johor, conferred 
the highest title, the Crown of Johor, on me. 
I was told that I was the first American to 
receive this title. 

Upon his father's death my friend became 
Sultan of Johor. Pursuant to Malaysian custom 
the 7 sultans meet every 5 years to elect one 
of their number king for a 5 year period. My 
friend was elected king by the other sultans 
~nd was crowned on April 28, 1984. 

' '/ 

· H~~~~-~~ws~fl--~~zt§:fal?et 
~!!WlE-6~~~Wand I thought that some 
appropriate recognition, such as a ·state dinner 
at the White House, might be in order. 

Please let me know your thoughts in this 
matter, and if you get an affirmative answer 
from the White House, I will try to arrange 
matters so that his trip can be set up at the 
convenience of President Reagan. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

HLH/ar 
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MEMORANDUM y NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL t!o t7 f 1 

. 
June 6, 1985 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: GASTON J. SIGUR _2J~t= , , 
SUBJECT: s 2eech by Prime Minister M~ athir of Malaysia 

On June 3 Prime Minister Mahathir of Malaysia made a major economic 
policy address to the 1985 International Monetary Conference in 
Hong Kong. I have excerpted for you that portion dealing with 
U.S.-Japan relations which was a central theme reflecting, I be­
lieve, the views of many of our friends in the region, including 
the Chinese. Much of what he says is absolutely correct. I urge 
you to read it. 

Attachment: 
Tab A PM Mahathir's speech 
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RATHER THAN BE OVER-EXERCISED BY THE SOVIET 
THREAT, I IIOULO ARGUE THAT A MUCH GREATER THREAT 
l-Q....IHE rn'rlBE ASIA-PACIFlc' REGION IS THE EMERGING 
ECONOMIC COLO WA~ BEJVEFN THE UNITED STATES AND 
JAPAN ANO THE SERIOUS ECONOMIC CONFLICTS BETIIEEN 

_THESE Tl/0 S.TATES.. CONFLICTS 1/HICH PROVIDE CAUSE 
FOR CONCERN NOT ONLY TO THE TIIO ECONOMIC GIANTS 
fflJl ALSO TO THEIR FRIENDS - IN THE PACIFIC AND IN 
THrlfESl OF THE 1/0RLD . --THE PATTERN OF THE PAST IN US-JAPAN ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS HAS BEEN A FAR FROM HEAL THY ONE NOT 
ONLY ECONOMICALLY BUT ALSO POLITICALLY. ;T NIGHT 
PERHAPS BE CHARACTERISED AS A PATTERN OF HUE AND 
CRY ... ANO SIGH. IN THE FIRST CYCLE IT 
REVOLVED AROUND THE QUESTION OF JAPAN~SE EXPORTS 
TO THE UNITED STATES. IN THE PRESENT SECOND 
CYCLE, THE QUE ST I ON IS ABOUT IMPORTS INTO JAPAN 
THE ISSUE OF MARKET ACCESS. , 

THUS lie SAIi A UNITED STATES 1/0RRIED SICK ABOUT 
EXCESSIVE JAPANESE PENETRATION OF THE AMERICAN 
MARKET. THERE'IIAS A HUE ANO CRY. THE JAPANESE 
I/E RE FORCED TO ~ESPONO AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR 111TH A 
POL ICY OF VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT. THERE I/AS A 
IIELCONE Sl~HT. NOii THERE IS A HUE AND CRY ABOUT 
ACCESS TO JAPAllESE MARKETS . MR . NAKASONE HAS 
RE SP ONDED 1/ITH.A SERIES OF MOVES TP ·~ET THE 
JA PA NESE NOT TO BUY JAPANESE. \IE /ARE STILL SOME 
DISTANCE FROM BEING ABLE TO SI~~ 111TH RELIEF. 
THE QUESTION NOii IS 1/HETHER .-lE CAN CARRY HIS 01/N 
PARTY, \.IHETHER HE CAN CARJY HIS 01/N BUREAUCRACY, 
IIHETHER THE JAPANESE PE_o/'LE THEMSELVES I/Ill 
RE SPOND . 

, , 
THE ANS\.IERS TO THESE/ QUESTIONS ARE BY ~O MEANS 
CLEAR, FOR THE FUL/ PSYCHOLOGICAL "OPENING UP " OF 
JAPAN -- LIKE TH~ · OPENING UP OF CHINA -- IS NOT 
MEREL y A MATTER/ or STRUCTURE AND POL IC \\' BUT ALSO A 
MATTER OF MENT)\L REVOLUTION ON A MASSl'IIE SCALE . 

PART OF THE /DANGER LIES IN THE FACT THAT IN THE 
US-JAPAN E_!l'ONOMIC CONFLICT, THERE IS SOME VIRTUE 
ON BOTH S) DES, ENOUGH VIRTUE FOR THOSE \IHO BEL I EVE 
IN "GETTJNG TOUGH" TO RATIONALISE AND JUSTIFY 
THEIR 1,iFLEXIBll lTY . THERE IS ENOUGH \/IRTUE ON 
BOTH S{OES SO THAT NEITHER CAN CLAIM A ~ONOPOLY ON 
RECTt/ uoE, YET BOTH CAN CLIMB ON THE HI GH PEDESTAL 
OF / LF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Pf OF THE CLEAR AND PRES~NT DANGER IS ALSO THE 
Fo/CT THAT THERE IS INSUFFICIENT REAL I SAT ION OF THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF I/HAT ARE EUPHEMISTICALL Y CALLED 

TRADE TENSIONS" AND THE FACT THAT TIME IS FAST 
RUNNING OUT. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO NOTE il"4J AT THE 
PRE SENT TOUGH SITUATION CAN GET VERY IJGiY UNLESS 
EFFECTIVE ACTIONS ARE TAKEN NOW TO PREVENT 
CONFL !Cl ESCALATION, TO ATTACK THE ROOT'S OF THE 
CONFLICT AND TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC PEACE. 

IN A SENSE, WE HAVE All BEEN LUCKY THAT THE LATEST 
ROUND OF COlffL ICT HAS TAKEN PLACE AT Tl!I BEST OF 
TIMES, "I/HEN THE AMERICAN ECONOMY HAS BEiEN QUITE 
BUOYANT, AIDED ANO ASSISTED BY THE REST OF THE 

IIORLD. THE NEAR FUTURE FOR THE UNITED STATES 
ECONOMY CANNOT BE ANYIIHERE NEAR AS GOOD. THE 
RECENT FIGURES ON THE FIRST QUARTER PERFIORMANCE OF 
THE US ECONOMY MAKE THIS CLEAR ENOUGH. II.IS-JAPAN 
CONFLICT IN A SITUATION OF DOWNTURN AND REAL 
AMERICAN DIFFICULTIES CAN BE QUITE A Dlff {RENT 
BE AST FROM THE AN I MAL \IE HAVE SEEN SO F ll!R DUR I NG 
I/HAT CAN ONLY BE COUNTED AS ONE OF AMER llt:•A' S GOOD 
TI MES . 

THOSE I/HO CANNOT READ THE 1/RITING ON THE I/ALL MUST 
EVENTUALLY PAY THE PRICE OF THEIR POLITICAL 
ILLITERACY. PERHAPS THERE IS AN ELEMENT OF POETIC 
JUSTICE IN THIS, ALTHOUGH IT IS THE KIND OF POETIC 
JUSTICE THAT NONE OF US I/ANTS TO 1/ITNESS. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THERE IS NOT EVEN A TRACE OF POETIC 
JUSTICE IN THE DISASTROUS EFFECTS ON US IN THE 
PACIFIC ANO IN THE REST OF THE 1/0RLD SHOULD THE 
UNITED STATES AND JAPAN NOT BE ABLE TO RESOLVE 

. THE IR PROBLEMS . 

1/E HAVE A SAYING IN OUR PART OF THE 1/0RLD THAT 
II~ TI/Q El EP~ANTS FIGHT II IS THE GRASS THAT 

-~TS TRAMPLED. 1/E HAVE A VITAL INTEREST IN 
ENSURING THAT 11£ DO NOT GET TRAMPLED AND THAT THE 
TWO ELEPHANTS I/HO ARE BOTH GOOD FRIENDS OF OURS DO 
NOT FIGHT. THERE IS A FURTHER TIIIST TO THE 
ELEPHANTS ANALOGY, HOI/EVER. NOT ONLY DOES THE 
GRASS GET TRAMPLED I/HEN ELEPHANTS FIGHT IT GETS 
SQUASHED I/HEN THE ELEPHANTS SIT 001/N 10' MAKE LOVE. 

IF THE US- JAPAN ECONO MIC CONFLICT IS NOT 
SATI SFACTORIL Y RESOLVED, ALL THE STATES IN THE 
PACIFIC AND MUCH FURTHER AFIELD I/Ill BE SQUASHED 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER . HOWEVER. IF THE CONFL !CT IS 
SETTLED ON A SELF-CENTRED BILATERAL BASIS 1/ITHOUT 
CONSIDERATION FOR THE OTHER STATES, IF, FOR 
EXA MPLE, JAPAN ANO THE UNITED STATES .SETTLE THEIR 
DIFFERENCES AT THE EXPENSE OF THEIR OTHER ECONOMIC 
PARTNER S. THE REPERCUSSIONS COULD ALSO BE VERY 
SERIOUS FOR US. THE DANGERS OF ADOPTING A SYSTEM 
I/HEREBY All ARE "MOST-FAVOURED NATIONS" BUT ONE OR 
TWO ARE MORE "MOST-FAVOURED " THAN OTHERS REQUIRES 
NO EMPHASIS. 

ONE OF THE GREATEST DANGERS OF THE PRESENT 
AMERICA-JAPANESE TRADE TENSION OF COURSE IS THE 
DRIVING IMPETUS IT GIVES TO THE FORCES OF 
PROTECTIONISM. THE FORCES OF PROTECTIONISM ARE 
STRONG ENOUGH. THE Y NEED NO FURTHER REINFORCEMENT 
TO BECOME ONE OF THE GREATEST THREATS, IF T THE 
GRAVEST THREAT, TO THE PROSPERITY AND US TO THE 
PEACE, SECURITY ANO STABILITY OF T ENTIRE 1/0RLO. 
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The Embassy of Malaysia presen~ s its compliments 

to the De artment of State and has the honour to enclose 

herewith under cover a letter from the Prime Minister's 

_ne.partrn,.en_t i. Malaysia Mrs. 

the First Lady of the United States of 

America. 

The Embassy of Malaysia avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C. 

August 9, 1985 



\ 
PEJABAT PERDANA MiENTERI, 
MALAYSIA, 
JALAN DATO' ONN, 
KUALA LUMPUR 

Mrs. Elaine D. Crispen, 
Special Assistant to the 
First Lady, 

The White House, 
Washington D.C., 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Mrs. Crispen, 

Ruj. Tuan: 

Ruj. Kami: 

T elef on: 222444 
Kawat: PERDANA 

Tarikh: 30th July, 1985 

Thank you very much for the photographs of Datin Seri Dr. 
Siti Hasmah taken at the White House and Atlanta which 
you sent through the American Embassy in Kuala Lumpur. 

Sincere ly, 

(Siti Aishah Ghazali) 
Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister 



The Embassy of Malaysia presents its compliments 

to the Department of State and has the honour to enclose 

herewith undercover two letters from the Prime Minister's 

Department in Malaysia for onward transmission to Mrs. 

Elaine D. Crispen, Special Assistant to the First Lady, 

and Dr. Carlton E. Turner, Deputy Assistant to the 

President for Drug Abuse Policy. 

The Embassy of Malaysia avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C. 

August 9, 1985 
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January 17, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to the United States from Malaysia (U) 
(S/S 8600523) 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of Alberts. 
Talalla as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Malaysia to the United States would be agreeable to the Government 
of the United States. You are requested to so inform the 
Government of Malaysia. 0 · 

JY5g~~~C&cJ?;;£ 
~ 

William F. Martin 
Executive Secretary 

Declassify on: Appointment as Ambassador 

BONFJOENTIAL 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

0266 

C.QNFIOENTIAL January 13, 1986 

ACTION 

StGNEO 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDREssc:2--

SUBJECT: Appointment of Albert S. Talalla of Malaysia 
as Ambassador to the United States 

At Tab II, State has requested that the President agree to the 
appointment of the new Malaysian Ambassador to the United 
States . A review of his bio indicates that he would make an 
excellent Ambassador. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the appointment 
sign and forward the Agrement at 

~ Approve 

Attachments 

by authorizing Bill Martin to 
Tab I to State. 

Disapprove 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Martin/Platt Memorandum 
State Memo dated 1/9/86 with attachments 
Bio (CONFIDENTIAL) 

"eONFIDEt~'i'IAL 
Declassify on: OADR 



Unite¥StaPe~ oa;Jai tment of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 ~ 

UIClASSlflED January 9, 1986 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appointment of His Excellency Alberts. Talalla of 
Malaysia as Ambassador to the United States 

The Government of Malaysia has inquired whether our 
Government agrees to the appointment of H.E. Alberts. Talalla 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Malaysia to 
the United States (TAB 2). A biography of Ambassador Talalla 
is attached (TAB 1). 

The Department believes from the information available that 
Ambassador Talalla will make an excellent Ambassador to the 
United States and recommends that the President agree to the 
proposed appointment. If he concurs, the Department will 
inform the Government of Malaysia. 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Diplomatic Note 1/2/86. 

~~ClASSIFIED 
(m~ Ntff OENTIAl 
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The Embassy of Malaysia present its comp I iments 

to the Department of State and has the honour to inform the 

latter that the Government of Malaysia has decided to nominate 

His Excellency Ambassador ALBERT S. TALALLA as His 

Malaysian Majesty's Ambassador to the United States of America. 

The curriculum vitae of His Excellency Ambassador ALBERT S. 

TA LALLA is attached herewith. 

The Embassy of Malaysia would be most grateful 

if the Government of the United States of America would give 

its agreement to the appointment of His Excellency Ambassador 

ALBERT S. TALALLA as His Majesty's Ambassador to the 

United States. 

The Embassy of Malaysia avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances 

of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of Malaysia, 
WASHINGTON l D.C. 

January 2, 1986. 
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