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'MEMORANDUM F/00

4
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL Co/eL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

FROM: RAYMOND TANTER KT
SUBJECT: State Department Request for thgwyiggmggg§$ggn;

to Greet President Bourguiba of Tunisia

At about 2:00 p.m. January 27, 1982, Eckert of the Vice
President's office called to request informal reaction
to State's proposal for the Vice President to welcome
President Bourguiba to Washington before his scheduled
visit to the White House on February 10.

The NSC Secretariat acknowledged that a Bremer to Clark
memo re the Vice President had been forwarded to me for
action; located the memo in the afternoon mail.

Returned call to Vice President's office and discovered that
his staff was recommending that the Vice President not
welcome Bourguiba before the White House ceremony planned
for February 10.

Received call from State (Robert Flaten) inquiring about

the NSC staff recommendation re the Vice President. Decided
to concur in State's recommendation if the Vice President's
staff also concurred.

Contacted Vice President's office and obtained his staff's
agreement (both Bill Eckert and Nancy Dyke) that they would
recommend to the Vice President that he greet Bourguiba.

Alerted John Poindexter at about 6:00 p.m. of need for quick
turnaround when package arrived in the West Wing and that
the Vice President's staff was on board.

Asked State for briefing paper for Vice President, learned
that it had not yet been typed, and took talking points

over the telephone. State asked about sending paper directly
to the Vice President's office and to the West Wing
simultaneously; since this was an unorthodox procedure,

I informed the West Wing but did not request authorization
for a change in procedure. The State paper was never sent

in any event.

The package was not forwarded to the Vice President.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 060/55/
Cpr62
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK

THROUGH : CHARLES P. TYSON
FROM: RAYMOND TANTER((T/
SUBJECT: Call by the Vice President on Visiting

Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba
January 28, 1982

At Tab I for your signature is a memorandum to the Vice
President. It concurs with State's recommendation that the
Vice President welcome President Bourguiba to Washington

before the President and the Vice President meet with Bourguiba
at the White House on February 10, 1982.

The ceremonial nature of the Vice President welcoming President
Bourguiba is important for an aging Arab leader. Ceremony is
as important as substance in the Arab world.

The Vice President's staff concurs with the recommendation
that the Vice President welcome President Bourguiba on January

28, 1982, between 10:00 a.m. and noon or between 3:00 and 5:00
p.m.

A briefing paper is at Tab A, and talking points are at Tab B.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the Vice President at Tab I.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

Attachments
Tab I - Memo to the Vice President
A - Briefing paper
B - Talking Points
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