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Tunisian President Bourguiba to President Reaqan 
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proposed travel. 

Other. 

Remarks: The attached letter thanks the President for the warm welcome 
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recent official visit to the U.S. No reply .---.~ ry . 
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EMBASSY OF TUNISIA 

2408 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

WASHINGTON , Q _ C . 

The Embassy of Tunisia presents its compliments to the 

Department of State and has the honor to request that the 

enclosed message addre~sed to Ronald Reagan President of the 

United States of America by His Excellency Habib Bourguiba 

President of the Republic of Tunisia be forwarded to the 

Honorable addressee. 

The Embassy of Tunisia avails itself of this opportunity 

to renew to the Department of State the assurances of its 

highest consideration. ~ 

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Washington, D.C. June 26th, 1985 

Encl : one message 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8519521 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ashington, D .C. 20520 

July 2, 1985 

Mr. Robert :M . K;i.Iroui.tt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Tunisian President Bourguiba 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on July 2, 1985. 

Director, S/S-I 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 

... 

tf tS7D 



THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C 

MR PRESIDENT 

AS I LEAVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND 

TO YOU, MRS REAGAN AND THE US GOVERNMENT IN MY OWN NAME, THAT 

OF MRS BOURGUIBA AND ON BEHALF OF MY DELEGATION THE EXPRESSION 

OF OUR DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE VERY WARM AND FRIENDLY WELCOME 

EXTENDED TO US THROUGHOUT OUR STAY IN WASHINGTON STOP 

IT HAS INDEED BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME TO REVIEW WITH YOU 

A NUMBER OF ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND TO NOTE THE SIMILARITIES 

IN OUR VIEWS ON MOST OF THEM STOP I GREATLY VALUE THE RENEWED 

COMMITMENT . OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND CONGRESS TO 

SUPPORTING AND STRENGTHENING THE RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND 

COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES STOP 

MAY I ONCE AGAIN, CONVEY TO YOU MY SINCEREST APPRECIATION FOR 

THE WARMTH OF YOUR WELCOME STOP 

SINCERELY 

HABIB BOURGUIBA 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
· WASHINGTON , D.C. 20506 

/J!7 L I Sf-cl-e- LL);t.,t J us 
~ .... ~ 11(1?5{w~'1..--

November 8, 1985 

CONFI~AL 
7 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD GREGG 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN (2;(f. &-
Vice President's Meeting with Tunisian 
z.ii n i ster of Defense Baly 

The Tunisian Minister of Defense is leading his delegation to 
next week's U.S.-Tunisia Joint Military Commission. He had asked 
to meet with Bud on November 12 or 13, but a meeting cannot be 
arranged. 

A meeting with the Vice President would be extremely beneficial 
to our efforts to restore the traditional warmth of U.S.-Tunisian 
relations: 

demonstrate Tunisia's access to U.S. political 
leadership. 

provide an opportunity for frank but positive political 
dialogue, including "personal" message for Bourguiba. 

demonstrate to the media that crisis is behind us and 
that we are working cooperatively to protect mutual 
interests. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

9051 

November 8, 1985 

CONFIBEMrtAL 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. MARTIN ~ 

FROM: HOWARD R. TEICHER 

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with Tunisian 
Minister of Defense Baly 

Attached at Tab I for your signature is a memo to Don Gregg 
requesting a Vice Presidential meeting with Tunisian Minister of 
Defense Baly. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to Gregg at Tab I. 

Approve ------

Attachment 

Tab I Memo to Don Gregg 

GONFIDEWFI,cr;' 
Declassify on: OADR 

Disapprove ------
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, l 986~ 
'Yf!I _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN POINDEXTER 

FROM: PAT BUCHANA(;jff 

Tunisian Ambassador, Ben Yahia, came to visit. Deeply concerned. 
o f ea that Khadaf i o id not risk his Air Force against the Fleet, 

also that the Europeans are still unresponsive to sanctions. But 
main concern his own country. 

They are being hurt badly by the Libyan trade embargo against 
Tunis, by the Libyan expulsion of 34,000 Tunisian workers, by the 
cost to tourism from threats of Libyan hit squads, by falling oil 
prices, by drought, by Libyan propaganda (radio and print), etc. 
They need some manifestation of stronger U.S. support, a "sign 
the U.S. is behind us." (The Israeli raid, and the initial U.S. 
reaction were deeply damaging.) 

He spoke of a previous weapons commitment, which is only partially 
fulfilled, of the need for his own country to bolster defenses, 
said he would speak with you, and others. He sounded, generally, 
like a good friend deeply alarmed about what might happen to his 
own country as a consequence of Khadafi's vengeance, while the 
Old Man (Bourguiba) has only so much time left. FYI. 
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WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN POINDEXTER 

FROM: PAT BUCHANAN 

Tunisian Ambassador, Ben Yahia, came to visit . Deeply concerned. 
Noted that Khadafi did not risk his Air Force against the Fleet, 
also that the Europeans are still unresponsive to sanctions. But 
main concern his own country. 

They are being hurt badly by the ibyan trade embargo against 
Tunis, by the Libyan expulsion f 34,000 Tunisian workers, by the 
cost to tourism from threa of Libyan hit squads, by falling oil 
prices, by drought, b:l!!!!:il!EJ~a:ad:l=i-:1::::::::~t'tfl:~~ by Libyan propaganda 
(radio and print), etc. They need some manife o/tation of stronger 
U.S. support, a "sign the U.S. is behind us." ~ he ) Israeli raid, 
and the initial U.S. reaction were deeply damaging 

He spoke of a previous weapons commitment, which is only partially 
fulfilled, of the need for his own country to bolster defenses, 
said he would speak with you, and others. He sounded, generally, 
like a good friend deeply alarmed about what might happen to his 
own country as a consequence of Khadafi's vengea~ e~ while the 
Old Man (Bourguiba) has only so much time left. rYL 



MEMORANDUM TO JOHN lINDEXTER 

From Pat Buchanan 

L:unisian Ambassador, Ben Yahia, came to vist. Deeply concerned. 

Noted that Khadafi did not risk his Air Force against the Fleet, also 

that the Europeans are still unresponsive to sanctions. But ~ain con

cern his own country. 
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\.rA~ 

\a· tourism'4'f-1:hreats of Libyan hit - squads, b y falling oil 

prices, by drought, by Libyan -- propaganda (radio and print) 

etc. They need some manifestation of stronger U.S. support, a "sign 
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ke spoke of a previous weapons commitment, which is only partially 

fulfilled, of the need for his own country to bolster defenses, 

said he would speak with you, and others. He sounded, generally, like 
O~N e,v.14r, 
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as a consequence of Khadafi's vengeance, while the Old Man (Bourguiba) 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: HOWARD R. TEICHER H~• 

November 6, 1985 a/6~ 
/GP~6-/ol 

/f/~ 
?1}(!_ 

SUBJECT: Request for Meeting, Tunisian Minister of Defense 
Baly, November 12 or 13 

The inister of Defense of Tunisia, Slaheddine Baly, will lead 
th_g_ Tunisian delegation to the U.S.-Tunisian Jo i nt Military 
Commission meetin s being held in Washington next week. Baly has 
asked for an appointment with you to discuss the Libyan threat 
an prospects for increased U.S. security and economic 
assistance. 

Our effort to restore the warmth in U.S.-Tunisian relations would 
be facilitated by a meeting between you and Baly. Given the 
priority being accorded to Geneva preparations, a half hour of 
your time with Baly would be perceived by the Tunisians as an 
extraordinary effort on our part to restore the political 
relat.f ~ship. 

Jim -~ k concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you agree to meet with Baly for thirty minutes on the 
afternoon of November 12 or 13. 

Approve 
Date 
Time 

Disapprove 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

October 28, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALTON G. KEEL 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNS /)J~ 

SUBJECT: 
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Ben Yahia would like to pay an introductory call on you. He has 
no particular agenda in mind, but would like to discuss regional 
issues as well as Tunisia's difficult domestic situation. A 
meeting would provide you with a timely opportunity to emphasize 
continued high-level USG interest in Tunisia and our commitment 
to an orderly constitutional succession process after Bourguiba 
passes from the scene. 

Ben Yahia is probably the most effective Arab Ambassador in 
Washington. I think you would find a brief session with him to 
be very worthwhile. 

iJ.I{_ 
Dennis Ross concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you agree to a brief meeting with Tunisian Ambassador Ben 
Yahia as soon as your schedule permits. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS Ng:;2900 

French 

Tunis, August 4, 1987 

Mr. President: 

I was honored to receive your message of good wishes to me 

on the occasion of my birthday. This new sign of 

consideration and affection, and of the esteem that you have 

always shown for Tunisia and its people, also demonstrates 

your unwavering desire to strengthen the bonds of friendship 

and trust that unite our two countries, which are firmly 

committed to common ideals. We are tremendously proud of the 

determination of the Tunisian people who, as you noted, have 

shown commitment and perseverance in the use of their 

potential for greater progress and self-protection. We also 

feel that the support we have always had from the United 

States of America in the accomplishment of our development 

work is the confirmation of your desire to strengthen our 

fruitful cooperation and the interests we share. 
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I thank you very much for this new sign of friendship and 

consideration, and I extend to you and Mrs. Reagan my warm 

wishes for good health and happiness, and for the prosperity 

and well-being of the American people. 

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my gratitude and 

my high consideration. 

Your friend, 

Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Republic of Tunisia 
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J'AI EU L'HONNEUR DE RECEVOIR LE MESSAGE DE VOEUX QUE VOUS AVEZ 
BIEN VOULU M'ADRESSER A L'OCCASION DE MON ANNIVERSAIRE. 

CETTE NOUVELLE MARQUE DE SOLLICITUDE ET D'AFFECTION ET 

COL ETAT PRIORITE 

PAGE 2/050 

L ' EXPRESSION D 
DE L'ESTIME QUE VOUS AVEZ TOUJOURS TEMOIGNEE A L'EGARD DE LA TUNISIE 
ET DE SON PEUPLE. ELLE EST EGALEMENT LA MANIFESTATION DE VOTRE 
VOLONTE INDEFECTIBLE DE RAFFERMIR LES LIENS D'AMITIE ET DE CONFIANCE 
QUI UNISSENT NOS DEUX PAYS, FERMEMENT DETACHES A DES IDEAUX COMMUNS 
TOUT 

COL ETAT PRIORITE 

PAGE 3/050 

EN RESSENTANT UNE GRANDE FIERTE DE LA DETERMINATION DU PEUPLE 
TUNISIEN, QUI COMME VOUS L'AVEZ SI JUSTEMENT SOULIGNE FAIT PREUVE 
D'ENGAGEMENT ET DE PERSEVENANCE DANS LE SENS DE LA MOBILISATION 
DE SES POTENTIALITES, EN VUE DE LA REALISATION DE PLUS DE PROGRES ET 
DE PLUS D'INVULNERABILITE, NOUS 

COL CKD 

PAGE 4/050 



• 

CONSIDERONS QUE L'APPUI DONT NOUS 
AVONS TOUJOURS BENIFICIE DES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE, DANS 
L ' ACCOMPLISSEMENT DE NOTRE OEUVRE DE DEVELOPPEMENT , CONSTITUE UN 
ACTE QUI CONFIRME VOTRE SOUCI DE CONSOLIDER NOTRE COOPERATION 
FRUCTUEUSE ET NOS INTERETS CONVEGENTS. 

EN VOUS REMERCIANT BIEN VIVEMENT DE CE NOUVEAU TEMOIGNAGE D'AMITIE 
ET DE CONSIDERATION 

COL ETA T PRIORITE 

PAGE 5/058 

N JE FORME MES VOEUX CHALEUREUX DE BONNE SANTE ET 
DE BONHEUR A VOUS ET A MME REAGAN, AINSI QUE DE PROSPERITE ET DE BIEN 
ETRE POUR LE PEUPLE AMERICAIN ET VOUS PRIE DE CROIRE MR. LE PRESIDENT 
EN L'ASSURANCE DE MA GRATITUDE ET DE MA HAUTE CONSIDERATION ./. 

COL ETAT PRIORITE 

NNNN 

VOTRE AMI 
HABIB BOURGUlBA 

PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE TUNISIENNE 
/ /.,(1/115 

*** TO SEND OVERSEAS CABLES OR TELEX VIA GRAPHNET, 
CALL 1-800-527-6733 ANYTIME (24 HOURS/7 DAYS) *** 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LSNO. 122848 
AKB/JF 
French 

August 6, 1987 

I was gratified to receive your message of good wishes on 

the occasion of Aid Al Adha. 

I should like to thank you most sincerely for this sign 

of friendship and to take this opportunity to reiterate our 

determination to intensify our fruitful cooperation, which is 

in the clear interest of our two peoples, strongly inspired by 

the ideals of justice, liberty, and peace. 

Accept, dear Mr. President, the assurances of my high 

esteem and consideration. 

Your friend, 

Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Republic of Tunisia 
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ETAT PRIORITE 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT ET CHER AMI, 

5429 

J'AI RECU AVEC SATISFACTION LE MESSAGE DE VOEUX QUE JVOUS M'AVEZ 
ADRESSE A L'OCCASION DE L'AID EL IDHA. 

EN VOUS REMERCIONS BIEN VIVEMENT DE CETTE NOUVELLE MARQUE D'AMITIE 

JE SAIS! CETTE OCCASION POUR VOUS EXPRIMER DE NOUVEAU NOTRE DETERMINA 
TION D'APPROFONDIR NOTRE COOPERATION FRUCTUEUSE , DANS L'INTERET 
BIEN COMPRIS DE NOS DEUX PEUPLES, FERMEMENT ATTACHES AUX IDEAUX DE 
JUSTICE DE LIBERTE ET DE PAIX. 

JE VOUS PRIE DE CROIRE, MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT ET CHER AMI, A 
L'ASSURANCE DE MA HAUTE ESTIME ET DE MA CONSIDERATION ./. 

VOTRE AMI 
HABIB BOURGUIBA 

PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE TUNISIENNE 
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