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(MY ER ) f.1/\Y 31, 198'! 

NATO MINISTERIAL DEf1AfHURE STATEf''iEfH 

IT HAS BEEN AN HO NOR AND A PLEASURE 

TO WELCOME THE MINISTERS OF THE NORTH 

ATLANTIC COUNCIL TO THE WHITE HOUSE, 

AND I'M SO PLEASED THAT THE UNITED ST/\T[S 

IS HOSTING THIS MEETING BECAUSE WE ARE 

ALSO CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE SIGNING, IN WASHINGTON, OF THE NORTH 

ATLANTIC TREATY, 
LAST NIGHT AT DINNER, ( AND AGAIN THIS 

MORNING) WE HAD THE OPPORTU~ITY TO DISCUSS 

THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING THE ALLIANCE 

INCLUDING THE SECURITY AND DEFENSE OF THE 

~-~STf RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION, ; 
AND ARMS CONTROL, ( WE ALL RECOGNIZE THAT 

THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION 

THAN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BETTER WORKING 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION, y 

ONE MARKED BY GREATER COOPERATION AND 
UNDERSTANDINGi AND LEADING TO STABLE, 

SECURE, AND PEACEFUL RELATIONS, 
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Tl! IS HAS BEE~L MD \41 I_L cmn HJU E TO BE, A 

PRIMARY GOAL -- FOR THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE NATO ALLIANCE. 

THE ALLIANCE IS DEDICATED TO PEACE. 
AND THAN KS TO TH E CfJLl i: /\ GE Af~D VIS ION OF 

OUR MEMBER NATIONS AND THEIR LEADERS, 
WE CAN REFLECT ON THE PAST WITH PRIDE AND 

LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH CONFIDENCE. 
FOR US, OUR NATO PARTNERSHIP IS AN ANCHOR, 

A FIXED POINT IN A TURBULENT WORLD. 
--~ IT IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT THE 
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SOVIET UNION WILL SOON COME TO UNDERSTAND 
THE PROFOUND DESIRE FOR PEACE WHICH 

INSPIRES US. [ AND I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP WILL FINALLY REALIZE IT IS 

POINTLESS TO CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO 
DIVIDE THE ALLIANCE. , WE WILL NOT BE 

I 

SPL_IT, (' WE WILL NOT BE INTIMIDATED, 
THE WEST WILL DEFEND DEMOCRACY AND 

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, 1
) THE WEST WILL PROTECT 

THE PEACE, 
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AT THE SAME TIME, WE REMAIN READY TO 

NEGOTIATE FAIRLY AND FLEXIBLY, AND WITHOUT 

- ~~ECOND!TIONS, \ IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THE 

SOVIET UNION WILL SOON RETURN TO THE 
.. 

NEGOTIATING TABLE { OUR COMMITMENT TO 
DIALOGUE AND ARMS REDUCTIONS IS FIRM AND 

·.,)_', ~-;~ .. ~;.,.::~!~~i?~f1 
.,...___ - - -

UNSHAKEN, 
NO OTHER STEP IN THE NEAR-TERM WOULD 
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DO SO MUCH FOR THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND 

STABILITY AS A RETURN TO CONSTRUCTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREEMENTS REDUCING THE 

LEVELS OF NUCLEAR ARMS, \ I HAVE SAID MANY 
TIMES, AND I WILL SAY IT AGAIN, THAT WHEN 

THE SOVIET UNION RETURNS TO THE 
NEGOTIATING TABLE, WE WILL MEET THEM 

HALF'vJAY I 

I ALSO HOPE THAT THE SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE 
RANGE OF PROPOSALS WHICH WE AND OUR ALLIES 

HAVE ADVANCED IN OTHER AREAS OF ARMS 

CONTROL. 
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OUR PROPOSALS SERVE TH E CAUSE OF PEACE: : 
THE DRAFT TREATY TO ABOLISH CHEMICAL 

WEAPONS PRESENTED BY VI CE PRESIDENT BUSH 
IN GENEVA;~ THE RE CENT NATO PROPOS/~L 

SEEl< lNG TO BREAK HIE DE/\D I.UC K If✓ THE 

CONVENTIONAL FORCE TALKS IN VIENNA; \ -
- ··-. -· 

AND THE MEASURES INTRODUCED BY NATO IN 

STOCKHOLM IN OUR EFFORT TO REDUCE THE RISK 
OF SURPRISE ATTACK IN EUROPE, 

TOMORROW I WILL LEAVE FOR EUROPE, 
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO THE TRIP, AND THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERSCORE THE ENDURING 
IMPORTANCE OF THE POLITICAL, CULTURAL, 
MJD ECONOMIC TIES THAT BIND THE 

INDUSTRIALIZED DEMOCRACIES, I THE MEETING 

OF NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS HAS REINFORCED 
MY OWN CONFIDENCE IN THE STRENGTH AND 

DURABILITY OF THE ALLIANCE ~ AND THE COMMON 
DESTINY OF FREE SOCIETIES, 
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AND SO, I WA NT TO THANK ALL THE NATO 
I 

MINISTERS, \ WE'RE PLEASED TO HAVE HAD YOU 
AS OUR GUESTS, AND PROU D TO HAVE YOU AS 

oun PARTNERS. I 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL, 

# # # 
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NATO MINISTERIAL DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR AND A PLEASURE 

TO WELCOME THE MINISTERS OF THE NORTH 

ATLANTIC COUNCIL TO THE WHITE HOUSE. 

AND I'M SO PLEASED THAT THE UNITED STATES 

IS HOSTING THIS MEETING BECAUSE WE ARE 

ALSO CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE SIGNING, IN WASHINGTON, OF THE NORTH 

ATLANTIC TREATY. 
LAST NIGHT AT DINNER, AND AGAIN THIS 

MORNING, WE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING THE ALLIANCE 

INCLUDING THE SECURITY AND DEFENSE OF THE 
, 

WEST, RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION, 

AND ARMS CONTROL, WE ALL RECOGNIZE THAT 
THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION 

THAN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BETTER WORKING 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION, 

ONE MARKED BY GREATER COOPERATION AND 
UNDERSTANDING, AND LEADING TO STABLE, 

SECURE, AND PEACEFUL RELATIONS . 
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THIS HAS BEEN, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE, A 

PRIMARY GOAL -- FOR THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE NATO ALLIANCE, 

THE ALLIANCE IS DEDICATED TO PEACE, 
AND THANKS TO THE COURAGE AND VISION OF 
OUR MEMBER NATIONS AND THEIR LEADERS, 
WE CAN REFLECT ON THE PAST WITH PRIDE AND 
LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH CONFIDENCE, 
FOR US, OUR NATO PARTNERSHIP IS AN ANCHOR, 
A FIXED POINT IN A TURBULENT WORLD, 

IT IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT THE 
SOVIET UNION WILL SOON COME TO UNDERSTAND 
THE PROFOUND DESIRE FOR PEACE WHICH 
INSPIRES US, AND I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP WILL FINALLY REALIZE IT IS 
POINTLESS TO CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO 
DIVIDE THE ALLIANCE, WE WILL NOT BE 
SPLIT, WE WILL NOT BE INTIMIDATED, 
THE WEST WILL DEFEND DEMOCRACY AND 
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, THE WEST WILL PROTECT 
THE PEACE, 
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AT THE SAME TIME, WE REMAIN READY TO 

NEGOTIATE FAIRLY AND FLEXIBLY, AND WITHOUT 
PRECONDITIONS. IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THE 

SOVIET UNION WILL SOON RETURN TO THE 

NEGOTIATING TABLE. OUR COMMITMENT TO 

DIALOGUE AND ARMS REDUCTIONS IS FIRM AND 
UNSHAKEN, 

NO OTHER STEP IN THE NEAR-TERM WOULD 

DO SO MUCH FOR THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND 

STABILITY AS A RETURN TO CONSTRUCTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREEMENTS REDUCING THE 

LEVELS OF NUCLEAR ARMS. I HAVE SAID MANY 
TIMES, AND I WILL SAY IT AGAIN, THAT WHEN 

THE SOVIET UNION RETURNS TO THE 

NEGOTIATING TABLE, WE WILL MEET THEM 

HALFvJAY I 

I ALSO HOPE THAT THE SOVIET 

LEADERSHIP WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE 

RANGE OF PROPOSALS WHICH WE AND OUR ALLIES 
HAVE ADVANCED IN OTHER AREAS OF ARMS 
CONTROL . 
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OUR PROPOSALS SERVE THE CAUSE OF PEACE: 

THE DRAFT TREATY TO ABOLISH CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS PRESENTED BY VICE PRESIDENT BUSH 

IN GENEVA; THE RECENT NATO PROPOSAL 

SEEKING TO BREAK THE DEADLOCK IN THE 

CONVENTIONAL FORCE TALKS IN VIENNA; 
AND THE MEASURES INTRODUCED BY NATO IN 

STOCKHOLM IN OUR EFFORT TO REDUCE THE RISK 

OF SURPRISE ATTACK IN EUROPE, 

TOMORROW I WILL LEAVE FOR EUROPE, 
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO THE TRIP, AND THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERSCORE THE ENDURING 
IMPORTANCE OF THE POLITICAL, CULTURAL, 

AND ECONOMIC TIES THAT BIND THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED DEMOCRACIES, THE MEETING 

OF NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS HAS REINFORCED 

MY OWN CONFIDENCE IN THE STRENGTH AND 
DURABILITY OF THE ALLIANCE, AND THE COMMON 

DESTINY OF FREE SOCIETIES, 
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AND SO, I WANT TO THANK ALL THE NATO 

MINISTERS, WE'RE PLEASED TO HAVE HAD YOU 
AS OUR GUESTS, AND PROUD TO HAVE YOU AS 

OUR PARTNERS. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL. 
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ExEcuT1vE oFF1cE oF THE PREMl'oENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND ima1p~ 2 ~- PM 3: 0 I 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

May . 24, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Remarks 

We have reviewed the following and have no comment: 

Toast for British State Dinner 

7--- NATO Ministerial Dinner Toast 

NATO Ministerial Meeting 

~ 
Air Force Academy Commencement 

cc: Dick Darman 
Dave Gerson 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION May 24, 984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER (j)~ 
SUBJECT: 

RECOMMENDATION 

Presidential Remarks : NATO Dinner Toast and 
Rose Garden Remarks 

We worked the subject drafts in advance with Al Myer and I 
recommend that you sign the concurring memo to Elliott at Tab 
I. 

Approve 

Attachments 
Tab I 

---- Disapprove -----

concur. 

Memo to Elliott 
Tab A Draft Toast and Rose Garden Remarks 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 24, 1984 

4205 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

Presidential Remarks: NATO Dinner Toast and 
Rose Garden 

We worked informally in close coordination with Al Myer on the 
subject texts and are delighted to concur with them as 
drafted. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft Toast and Rose Garden Remarks 

cc: Richard G. Darman 
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Dep. Exec. Sec'y 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud McFarlane 

Bob Kimmitt • 

NSC Secretariat 

. Situation Room 

I= Information 

National Security Council 
The White House 

System# 

Package# 

SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN DISPOSITION 

' ( 

A= Action R= Retain D = Dispatch . N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other ___________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Dateff,me) 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 5/23/84 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(5/23 - 1:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ 
MEESE □ ~ 

BAKER □ ~ 
DEAVER □ V 
STOCKMAN u □ 
CARMAN OP rJ'S 
FELDSTEIN □ □ 
FIELDING ~ □ 
FULLER ~ □ 
HERRINGTON □ □ 
HICKEY □ □ 
McFARLANE -✓ 

□ 

REMARKS: 

(1) NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 

(2) NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 

ACTION FYI 

McMANUS □ □ 

MURPHY ✓lJ 
OGLESBY □ □ 
ROGERS □ □ 
SPEAKES □ □ 

SVAHN V □ 
VERSTANDIG □ □ 
WHITTLESEY □ □ 
TUTWILER 

' WIRTHLIN □ 
HENKEL V □ 
ELLIOTT 

□ 

□ □ 

Please forward any edits/comments directly to Ben Elliott, with a 
copy to my office by 3:00 p.m. tomorrow, 5/24. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 





(Myer/BE) 
May 23, 1984 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1984 

It has been an honor and a pleasure to welcome the ministers 

of the North Atlantic Council to the White House. And I'm so 

pleased that the United States is hosting this meeting because we 

are also celebrating the 35th anniversary of the signing, in 

Washington, of the North Atlantic Treaty. 

Last night at dinner, and again this morning, we had the 

opportunity to discuss the major challenges facing the Alliance 

including the security and defense of the West, relations with 

the Soviet Union, and arms control. We all recognize that there 

is no more important consideration than the development of a 

better working relationship with the Soviet Union, one marked by 

greater cooperation and understanding, and leading to stable, 

secure, and peaceful relations. This has been, and will continue 

to be, a primary goal -- for the United States and the 

NATO Alliance. 

The Alliance is dedicated to peace. And thanks to the 

courage and vision of our member nations and their leaders, we 

can reflect on the past with pride and look to the future with 

confidence. For us, our NATO partnership is an anchor, a fixed 

point in a turbulent world. 

It is our sincere hope that the Soviet Union will soon come 

to understand the profound desire for peace which inspires us. 

And I hope that the Soviet leadership will finally realize it is 

pointless to continue its efforts to divide the Alliance. we 
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will not be split. We will not be intimidated. The West will 

defend democracy and individual liberty. The West will protect 

the peace. 

At the same time, we remain ready to negotiate fairly and 

flexibly, and without preconditions. It is our hope that the 

soviet Union will soon return to the negotiating table. Our 

commitment to dialogue and arms reductions is firm and unshaken. 

No other step in· the near-term would do so much for the 

cause of peace and stability as a return to constructive 

negotiations and agreements reducing the levels of nuclear arms. 

I have said many times, and I will say it again, that when the 

Soviet Union returns to the negotiating table, we will meet them 

halfway. 

I also hope that the Soviet leadership will respond 

positively to the range of proposals which we and our Allies have 

advanced in other areas of arms control. Our proposals serve the 

cause of peace: the draft treaty to abolish chemical weapons 

presented by Vice President Bush in Geneva: the recent NATO 
-

proposal seeking to break the deadlock in the conventional force 

talks in Vienna: and the measures introduced by NATO in Stockholm 

in our effort to reduce the risk of surprise attack in Europe. 

Tomorrow I will leave for Europe. I am looking forward to 

the trip, and the opportunity to underscore the enduring 

importance of the political, cultural, and economic ties that 

bind the industrialized democracies. The meeting of NATO Foreign 

Ministers has reinforced my own confidence in the strength and 
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durability of the Alliance, and the common destiny of free. 

societies. 

And so, I want to thank all the NATO ministers. We're 

pleased to have had you as our guests, and proud to have you as 

our partners. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

-----· 
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1:00 p.m • 

. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 1984 

Secretary General Luns, distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentlemen, it's an honor and a pleasure to welcome our NATO 

partners to the White House. 

This evening has been a special opportunity to celebrate the 

unprecedented success of our enduring partnership, an Alliance 

dedicated to peace and freedom. Thirty-five years ago, in the 

troubled aftermath of a tragic conflict, twelve nations met here 

in Washington to sign the North Atlantic Treaty. That event was 

an act of realism. The member nations recognized the threat to 

their security and undertook to meet it together. The 

establishment of the North Atlantic Alliance was also an act of 

optimism, an affirmation of the enduring vitality of Western 

civilization. 

Thirty-five years of peace with freedom testify to the 
• 

wisdom and foresight of those nations, and of the four other 
• 

nations who have since joined NATO. Although the founders could 

not have foreseen the dramatic changes that have taken place 

since 1949, their vision was right on the mark. By uniting 

Europe and North America, NATO has made possible the longest 

period of peace and prosperity in modern history. And today, our 

proud Alliance remains united in its commitment to the defense of 

democracy and individual liberty.• 
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But we cannot be content with the accomplishments of the 

past. As we look ahead, there are compelling reasons to 

strengthen even further our solidarity and unity. 

Our commitment to collective security will continue to be an 

indispensable bulwark against aggression, terrorism, and tyranny. 

Our unity will be the essential framework for building a 

constructive dialogue with our adversaries, and reducing the 

risks of war and the level of nuclear arms. And I know that it 
• 

will be our societies, the democracies, that will offer a bright 

and hopeful future for our people and people everywhere. 

We can be confident. The events of the past year challenged 

us, and the Western democracies stood firm in the face of an 

intense Soviet campaign of intimidation aimed at undermining 

NATO's· commitment to defend Europe and preserve peace. And 

today, we are stronger and more conscious of our unity. 

And that's of crucial importance, because when the 

Soviet Union becomes convinced that NATO cannot be shaken, it may 

finally realize it has a clear and compelling interest to return 

to the negotiating table. We will be waiting, ready ·to meet them 

half way. 

Tonight is more than the celebration of an anniversary. It 

is also an opportunity to recognize the special contributions of 

our Secretary General. 

Joseph Luns is a distinguished diplomat and a man of many 

virtues. First as the Dutch Foreign Minister, and then at NATO's 

helm, he has been at the center of the transatlantic bridge for 

nearly 30 years. His vision, his humor, and his patience have 
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sustained us in good times, and bad. As Secretary General, he 

. has never lost sight of the goals and objectives of our Alliance. 

Peace has been his profession. 

You have been a trusted friend, an honest broker, a 

re·spected colleague, and, above all, an invaluable leader of the 

Atlantic Alliance. 

Joseph, you have said that the state of our Alliance is like 

Wagner's music -- better than it sounds. Well, I must tell you 

that, thanks largely to your efforts, I rather like the way the 

Alliance sounds. And I hope that, even in retirement, you will 

still watch over our partnership, and that you will not hesitate 

to share your counsel with us. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in recognition of Joseph Luns' 

uncommon dedication to the ideals of our Alliance, and in tribute 

to his outstanding service and enduring contributions to our 

freedom and security, it is my great privilege to bestow 

America's highest civilian award, the Medal of Freedom, on . 
Secretary General Luns. But before I invite him to receive the 

Medal, I ask that you raise your glasses and join me in a toast 

to Secretary General Joseph Luns, and to the organization he has 

faithfully served and so ably guided. 
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Lehmann Li reviewed the attached remarks . He made one 
comment on p. 1 of the Toast. This was relayed to Speech 
Office. 



DOCUMENTN0~•-___ 7-_l~{_o_(_I ___ PD 

OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

• 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 5/ 23 / 84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 3:00 pm 5/24/ 84 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ S_/_2_3/_8_4 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 3: 00 p.m. 5/24/84 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ( 1) NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 

(5/23 - 1:00 p.m. draft) (2) NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McMANUS □ □ 

MEESE □ iJI' MURPHY ✓v 
BAKER □ ~ OGLESBY □ □ 
DEAVER □ V ROGERS □ □ 

STOCKMAN v □ SPEAKES □ □ 

DARMAN OP rJ'S SVAHN 'V □ 
FELDSTEIN □ □ VER ST AN DIG □ □ 

FIELDING v' □ WHITTLESEY □ □ 
TUTWILER V 

FULLER "' □ WIRTHLIN ~ □ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
HENKEL ~ □ 

HICKEY □ □ 
ELLIOTT 

□ 

McFARLANE -✓ 
□ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

Please forward any edits/comments directly to Ben Elliott, with a 
copy to my office by 3:00 p.m. tomorrow, 5/24. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 
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. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 1984 

Secretary General Luns, distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentlemen, it's an honor and a pleasure to welcome our NATO 

partners to the White House. 

This evening has been a special opportunity to celebrate the 

unprecedented success of our enduring partnership, an Alliance 

dedicated to peace and freedom. Thirty-five years ago, in the 

troubled aftermath of a tragic conflict, twelve nations met here 

in Washington to sign the North Atlantic Treaty. That event was 

an act of realism. The member nations recognized the threat to 

their security and undertook to meet it together. The 

establishment of the North Atlantic Alliance was also an act of 

optimism, an affirmation of the enduring vitality of Western 

civilization. 

Thirty-five years of peace with freedom testify to the 
• 

wisdom and foresight of those nations, and of the four other 
• 

nations who have since joined NATO. Although the founders could 

not have foreseen the dramatic changes that have taken place 

since 1949, their vision was right on the mark. By uniting 
""1- ffndu1 

Europe and North America, NATO has made possibleft ~e loni!es ~ 

~eriod of peace and prosperity , in modern hi~~ er-y-. And our 

proud Alliance remains united in its commitment to the def 

democracy and individual liberty. 

I 
I 
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But we cannot be content with the accomplishments of the 

past. As we look ahead, there are compelling reasons to 

strengthen even further our solidarity and unity. 

Our commitment to collective security will continue to be an 

indispensable bulwark against aggression, terrorism, and tyranny. 

Our unity will be the essential framework for building a 

constructive dialogue with our adversaries, and reducing the 

risks of war and the level of nuclear arms. And I know that it 
• 

will be our societies, the democracies, that will offer a bright 

and hopeful future for our people and people everywhere. 

We can be confident. The events of the past year challenged 

us, and the Western democracies stood firm in the face of an 

intense Soviet campaign of intimidation aimed at undermining 

NATO's · commitment to defend Europe and preserve peace. And 

today, we are stronger and more conscious of our unity . 

And that's of crucial importance, because when the 

Soviet Union becomes convinced that NATO cannot be shaken, it may 

finally realize it has a clear and compelling interest to return 

to the negotiating table. We will be waiting, ready ·to meet them 

half way. 

Tonight is more than the celebration of an anniversary. It 

is also an opportunity to recognize the special contributions of 

our Secretary General~ 

Joseph Luns is a distinguished diplomat and a man of many 

virtues. First as the Dutch Foreign Minister, and then at NATO's 

helm, he has been at the center of the transatlantic bridge for 

nearly 30 years. His vision, his humor, and his patience have 
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sustained us in good times, and bad. As Secretary General, he 

. has never lost sight of the goals and objectives of our Alliance. 

Peace has been his profession. 

You have been a trusted friend, an honest broker, a 

re·spected colleague, and, above all, an invaluable leader of the 

Atlantic Alliance. 

Joseph, you have said that the state of our Alliance is like 

Wagner's music -- better than it sounds. Well, I must tell you 

that, thanks largely to your efforts, I rather like the way the 

Alliance sounds. And I hope that, even in retirement, you will 

still watch over our partnership, and that you will not hesitate 

to share your counsel with us. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in recognition of Joseph Luns' 

uncommon dedication to the ideals of our Alliance, and in tribute 

to his outstanding service and enduring contributions to our 

freedom and security, it is my great privilege to bestow 

America's highest civilian ~ward, the Medal of Freedom, on 

Secretary General Luns. But before I invite him to receive the 

Medal, I ask that you raise your glasses and join me in a toast 

to Secretary General Joseph Luns, and to the organization he has 

t'aithfully served and so ably guided. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1984 

It has been an honor .and a pleasure to welcome the ministers 

of the North Atlantic Council to the White House. And I'm so 

pleased that the United States is hosting this meeting because we 

are also celebrating the 35th anniversary of the signing, in 

Washington, of the North Atlantic Treaty. 

Last night at dinner, and ag·ain this morning, we had the 

opportunity to discuss the major challenges facing the Alliance 

including the security and defense of the West, relations with 

the Soviet Union, and arms control. We all recognize that there 

is no more important consideration than the development of a 

better working relationship with the Soviet Union, one marked by 

greater cooperation and understanding, and leading to stable, 

secure, and peaceful relations. This has been, and will continue 

to be, a primary goal -- for the United States and the 

NATO Alliance. 

The Alliance is dedicated to peace. And thanks to the 

courage and vision of our member nations and their leaders, we 

can reflect on the past with pride and look to the future with 

confidence. For us, our NATO partnership is an anchor, a fixed 

point in a turbulent world. 

It is our sincere hope that the Soviet Union will soon come 

to underst_and the profound desire for peace which inspires us. 

And I hope that the Soviet leadership will finally realize it is 

pointless to continue its efforts to divide the Alliance. We 
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will not be split. We will not be intimidated. The West will 

defend democracy and individual liberty. The West will protect 

the peace. 

At the same time, we remain ready to negotiate fairly and 

flexibly, and without preconditions. It is our hope that the 

soviet Union will soon return to the negotiating table. Our 

commitment to dialogue and arms reductions is firm and unshaken. 

No other step in the near-term would do so much for the 

cause of peace and stability as a return to constructive 

negotiations and agreements reducing the levels of nuclear arms. 

I have said many times, and I will say it again, that when the 

soviet Union returns to the negotiating table, we will meet them 

halfway. 

I also hope that the Soviet leadership will respond 

positively to the range of proposals which we and our Allies have 

advanced in other areas of arms control. Our proposals serve the 

cause of peace: the draft treaty to abolish chemical weapons 

presented by Vice President Bush in Geneva: the recent NATO 

proposal seeking to break the deadlock in the conventional force 

talks in Vienna: and the measures introduced by NATO in Stockholm 

in our effort to reduce the risk of surprise attack in Europe. 

Tomorrow I will leave for Europe. I am looking forward to 

the trip, and the opportunity to underscore the enduring 

importance of the political, cultural, and economic ties that 

bind the industrialized democracies. The meeting of NATO Foreign 

Ministers has reinforced my own confidence in the strength and 
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durability of the ~lliance, and the common destiny of free. 

societies. 

And so, I want to thank all the NATO ministers. We're 

pleased to have had you as our guests, and proud to have you as 

our partners. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

---------
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FRED F. FIELDING Orig. signed by FFF 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Draft Presidential Remarks for 
NATO Ministerial Dinner Toast 
and NATO Ministerial Meeting 

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced draft remarks and 
has no legal or other substantive objection to them. 

---------cc: Richard G~ Darman 
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cc: FFFielding./ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING' /JIii 
RUSTHOVE~'-... FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PETER J. 

Draft Presidential Remarks for 
NATO Ministerial Dinner Toast 
and NATO Ministerial Meeting 

Richard Darman's office asked us to provide comments directly 
to Ben Elliott by 3:00 p.m. Thursday, May 24, on the above­
referenced sets of draft remarks for next week's NATO minis­
terial meeting in Washington. The first set of remarks will 
be delivered as a toast at a dinner for the NATO ministers on 
Wednesday, May 30, while the second set will be delivered at a 
meeting of the ministers the following day. 

In both instances, the draft remarks contain appropriate 
comments about the continuing importance and resolve of the 
North Atlantic Alliance, while expressing continued American 
willingness to negotiate in good faith with the Soviet Union. 
In neither case do the remarks present any legal or other 
problem on which our office need comment. 

A memorandum for Elliott, with copy to Darman, is attached for 
your review and signature. 

Attachment 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 5/23/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BV: 3: 00 p.m. 5/24/84 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(5/23 - 1:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ 

MEESE □ ~ 

BAKER □ ~ 
DEAVER □ ~ 
STOCKMAN v □ 
DARMAN OP ~ 
FELDSTEIN □ □ 
FIELDING II' □ 
FULLER "' □ 
HERRINGTON □ □ 
HICKEY □ □ 
MCFARLANE ✓ □ 

REMARKS: 

(1) NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 

(2) NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 

ACTION FYI 

McMANUS □ □ 

MURPHY ✓tJ 
OGLESBY □ □ 

ROGERS □ □ 
SPEAKES □ □ 

SVAHN 'V □ 
VERSTANDIG □ □ 

WHITTLESEY □ □ 
TUTWILER V 
WIRTHLIN [»' □ 
HENKEL ~ □ 
ELLIOTT 

□ 

□ □ 

Please forward any edits/comments directly to Ben Elliott, with a 
copy to my office by 3:00 p.m. tomorrow, 5/24. 

RESPONSE: 

1981s HAY 2 3 PM 3: 2 I 

Thank you. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1984 

lt has been an honor and a pleasure to welcome the ministers 

of the North Atlantic Council to the White House. And I'm so 

pleased that the United States is hosting this meeting because we 

are also celebrating the 35th anniversary of the signing, in 

Washington, of the North Atlantic Treaty. 

Last night at dinner, and again this morning, we had the 

opportunity to discuss the major challenges facing the Alliance 

including the security and defense of the West, relations with 

the Soviet Union, and arms control. We all recognize that there 

is no more important consideration than the development of a 

better working relationship with the Soviet Union, one marked by 

greater cooperation and understanding, and leading to stable, 

secure, and peaceful relations. This has been, and will continue 

to be, a primary goal -- for the United States and the 

NATO Alliance. 

The Alliance is dedicated to peace. And thanks to the 

courage and vision of our member nations and their leaders, we 

can reflect on the past with pride and look to the future with 

confidence. For us, our NATO partnership is an anchor, a fixed 

point in a turbulent world. 

It is our sincere hope that the Soviet Union will soon come 

to understand the profound desire for peace which inspires us. 

And I hope that the Soviet leadership will finally realize it is 

pointless to continue its efforts to divide the Alliance. We 
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will not be split. We will not be intimidated. The West will 

defend democracy and individual liberty. The West will protect 

the peace. 

At the same time, we remain ready to negotiate fairly and 

flexibly, and without preconditions. It is our hope that the 

Soviet Union will soon return to the negotiating table. Our 

commitment to dialogue and arms reductions is firm and unshaken. 

No other step in· the near-term would do so much for the 

cause of peace and stability as a return to constructive 

negotiations and agreements reducing the levels of nuclear arms. 

I have said many times, and I will say it again, that when the 

Soviet Union returns to the negotiating table, we will meet them 

halfway. 

I also hope that the Soviet leadership will respond 

positively to the range of proposals which we and our Allies have 

advanced in other areas of arms control. Our proposals serve the 

cause of peace: the draft treaty to abolish chemical weapons 

presented by Vice President Bush in Geneva; the recent NATO 

proposal seeking to break the deadlock in the conventional force 

talks in Vienna; and the measures introduced by NATO in Stockholm 

in our effort to reduce the risk of surprise attack in Europe. 

Tomorrow I will leave for Europe. I am looking forward to 

the trip, and the opportunity to underscore the enduring 

importance of the political, cultural, and economic ties that 

bind the industrialized democracies. The meeting of NATO Foreign 

Ministers has reinforced my own confidence in the strength and 
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durability of the A~liance, and the common destiny of free. 

societies. 

And so, I want to thank all the NATO ministers. We're 

pleased to have had you as our guests, and proud to have you as 

our partners. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

-----
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. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATO MINISTERIAL DINNER TOAST 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 1984 

Secretary General Luns, distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentlemen, it's an honor and a pleasure to welcome our NATO 

partners to the White House. 

This evening has been a special opportunity to celebrate the 

unprecedented success of our enduring partnership, an Alliance 

dedicated to peace and freedom. Thirty-five years ago, in the 

troubled aftermath of a tragic conflict, twelve nations met here 

in Washington to sign the North Atlantic Treaty. That event was 

an act of realism. The member nations recognized the threat to 

their security and undertook to meet it together. The 

establishment of the North Atlantic Alliance was also an act of 

optimism, an affirmation of the enduring vitality of Western 

civilization. 

Thirty-five years of peace with freedom testify to the 
• 

wisdom and foresight of those nations, and of the four other 

nations who have since joined NATO. Although the founders could 

not have foreseen the dramatic changes that have taken place 

since 1949, their vision was right on the mark. By uniting 

Europe and North America, NATO has made possible the longest 

period of peace and prosperity in modern history. And today, our 

proud Alliance remains united in its commitment to the defense of 

democracy and individual liberty. 
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But we cannot be content with the accomplishments of the 

past. As we look ahead, there are compelling reasons to 

strengthen even further our solidarity and unity. 

Our commitment to collective security will continue to be an 

indispensable bulwark against aggression, terrorism, and tyranny. 

Our unity will be the essential framework for building a 

constructive dialogue with our adversaries, and reducing the 

risks of war and the level of nuclear arms. And I know that it 
• 

will be our societies, the democracies, that will offer a bright 

and hopeful future for our people and people everywhere. 

We can be confident. The events of the past year challenged 

us, and the Western democracies stood firm in the face of an 

intense Soviet campaign of intimidation aimed at undermining 

NATO's · commitment to defend Europe and preserve peace. And 

today, we are stronger and more conscious of our unity. 

And that's of crucial importance, because when the 

Soviet Union becomes convinced that NATO cannot be shaken, it may 

finally realize it has a clear and compelling interest to return 

to the negotiating table. We will be waiting, ready ·to meet them 

half way. 

Tonight is more than the celebration of an anniversary. It 

is also an opportunity to recognize the special contributions of 

our Secretary General. 

Joseph Lun$ is a distinguished diplomat and a man of many 

virtues. First as the Dutch Foreign Minister, and then at ·NATO's 

helm, he has been at the center of the transatlantic bridge for 

nearly 30 years. His vision, his humor, and his patience have 
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sustained us in good times, and bad. As Secretary General, he 

. has never lost sight of the goals and objectives of our Alliance. 

Peace has been his profession. 

You have been a trusted friend, an honest broker, a 

re·spected colleague, and, above all, an invaluable leader of the 

Atlantic Alliance. 

Joseph, you have said that the state of our Alliance is like 

Wagner's music -- better than it sounds. Well, I must tell you 

that, thanks largely to your efforts, I rather like the way the 

Alliance sounds. And I hope that, even in retirement, you will 

still watch over our partnership, and that you will not hesitate 

to share your counsel with us. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in recognition of Joseph Luns' 

uncommon dedication to the ideals of our Alliance, and in tribute 

to his outstanding service and enduring contributions to our 

freedom and security, it is my great privilege to bestow 

America's highest civilian award, the Medal of Freedom, on . 
Secretary General Luns. But before I invite him to receive the 

Medal, I ask that you raise your glasses and join me in a toast 

to Secretary General Joseph Luns, and to the organization he has 

faithfully served and so ably guided. 




