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MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCC~ 

FROM: FRITZ W. ERMARTHy 

SUBJECT : Appointment Request : Lord Carrington 

Lord Carrington will be back in town on May·7 to attend a 
Eurogroup Conference sponsored by CSIS. aecause of the 
Conference schedule and fact that Secretary Shultz will be tied 
up with Genscher most of the day, Carrington is not seeing 
Shultz. Carrington has specifically asked to meet with you. Its 
purpose is clearly to discuss INF and SRINF. 

~e;;--;;ahley concurs. 
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March 19, 1987 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

GRANTS. GREEN,~ 

Meeting with the President anq General 
Wolfgang Altenburg (FRG), Ch~irman of the 
NATO Military Committee 

I rf)i!/ 
PRfJ/J 1l 

A meeting wi th the President would show 
Administration support for NATO defense and 
strategy. 

General Altenburg will be meeting with the 
Chairman, JCS, in Washington on March 26. 
A meeting with the President during the 
Chairman's visit would show Administration 
support for NATO and reemphasize the 
importance of pursuing NATO Strategy during 
negotiations on Arms Control which involve 
nuclear forces (INF) in Europe. 

The President met with the NATO Military 
Committee and major NATO Commanders on 
September 9, 1985. General Altenburg was 
not the Chairman at the time of this 
meeting . 

March 26, 1987 
DURATION: 5-10 minutes 

Oval Office 

The President, the Vi ce President, Chairman 
Crowe, Secretary Weinberger , Howard Baker, 
Frank C. Carlucci 

Photo Op and discussion 

Talking Points to be provided. 

White House Photographer 

NSC, The Joint Chiefs of Staff 

None 
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ACTION 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 SIGNED 

March 17, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI \ f2_._, • 
FROM: WILLIAM A. COCKELL"'-1: 

SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting Request -- General Wolfgang 
Altenburg, Chairman of NATO's Military Committee 

CJCS has approached us to arrange a meeting between General 
Altenburg (Chairman, NA'I'O Military Cammi ttee) and the President 
during General Altenburg's Washington visit. We have confirmed 
with OSD that they support such a meeting. 

NSC staff strongly support the meeting as an opportunity for 
the President to show personally his support for NATO defense 
and strategy. This would be beneficial, given the legislation 
we are likely to encounter on European troop strength later 
this year and pockets of European unease over U.S. arms control 
positions. It would also highlight the President's 
Commander-in-Chief role, which has received relatively little 
emphasis or visibility over the last several months. 

As indicated on the attached schedule proposal (Tab I), the 
meeting could be brief and consist of a small party. NSC staff 
(Mahley) would provide talking points for the President if the 
meeting is approved. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Grant Green to sign the schedule proposal at 
Tab I. 

Approve 

Attachment 
Tab I 

Disapprove 

Schedule Proposal 

Prepared by: A ... 
Donald A. Mahley~ 
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CONFIQ,EN~ Ip,,✓ 
-,,. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASt-ilNGTON 

U.S. MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN SUPPORT OF NATO 

SYSTEM II 
91059 

( u) 

It has been a continuing objective of this Administration to 
maintain the strength and vitality of all of our Alliance 
relationships. Several events require that we undertake a 
comprehensive review of our current force p lans and programs for 
U.S. military capabilities in support of the NATO Alliance : 

Progress continues toward a u.s . -soviet agreement on 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF), which, if 
concluded, will be implemented over the next 3-5 y ears. 
This agr eement would eliminate one class of forward
deployed nuclear weapons. Given current conventional 
force imbalances and the future potential threat·to 
NATO, prudent planning suggests the need for 
adjustments in U. S. and Allied contributions, both 
nuclear and conventional, to assure the continued 
v i ability of the NATO military strategy of flexible 
response . 

Continued progress in the NATO High Level Task 
Force on Arms Control and the Conventional Stability 
Mandate Talks i ndicate the possibility of follow-on 
negotiations concerning conventional forces. Until 
such talks become a reality and NATO-Warsaw Pact 
conventional force issues are addressed effectively 
through negotiations, continuing pr ogrammatic responses 
will be required of both the U. S. and our Allies to 
address the existing imbalance. 

While the military implications of an INF Treaty have 
been carefully considered in the formulation of our 
negotiating positions, the FY88-89 defense program, now 
pending before Congress, was developed before the 
outlines of an eventual INF Treaty had become clear. 
In addition, the FY90-94 planning process being 
e x ecuted under NSDD-219 (i.e., the Net Assessment of 
military capabilities and the Recommended Military 
Strategy developed by the Chairman and the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff) did not explicitly consider the impact of an 
INF agreement. Similarly , the NATO force planning 

; -,&-..,P" 
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process may require mid-course adjustment to respond in 
a timely manner to the changing nuclear and 
conventional force requirements of the Alliance. 

If and when Senate consideration of an INF agreement 
begins, the military i mplications of the agreement will 
be a major issue. As a result of military analysis 
developed for the negotiations, both SACEUR and the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff have concluded that our relative 
military posture facing the threat to NATO in a 
post-INF environment could be degraded unless certain 
identified measures are carried to fruition. A careful 
review of our plans and programs is, therefore, in 
order. (JJ'f" 

I n view of the foregoing, I direct the Secretary of Defense, in 
coordination with the Secretary of Energy and the Director, 
Office of Management and Budget, to undertake a prompt review of 
ongoing U.S. and NATO force planning. This review should be 
designed to ensure that we have identified the nuclear and 
conventional capabilities most needed to support NATO's military 
strategy as we anticipate making the transition to a post-INF 
environment; and that such capabilities are included, as 
appropriate, in the pending FY88-89 budget and associated FYDP. 
The review should focus in particular on the appropriate phasing 
of changes to U.S. military capabilities that will maintain our 
contribution to the execution of Alliance military strategy 
during and after the phaseout of INF forces. (U) 

The Secretary of Defense will report to me by December 1, 1987, 
on the results of this review and measures undertaken to 
implement this Directive. (U) 
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