
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: IT070 

(International Organizations: 

Organization of American States (OAS)) 

Case file Number(s): Begin-069999 

Box Number: 16 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

 

Last Updated: 04/10/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Reagan( 40) Review Tracking Page 1 of 1 

U.S. National Archives & Recor,ds Adn1inistration 

Current Status Details 
for CTRH RECIO: 017847 
MAIN SUBCODE: IT109 

Current Status None 

User Name dbarrie 

Status Date 2014-09-12 

Case Number 

j Notes Transferred to IT070 

Change Status Close Window 

Review Status History 

I 
I 
I 

I 

No. I ~ , ~ I~ J CaseNumber l_N_o_te_s ___ ~ 
1 None 2014-09-12 dbarrie Transferred to IT070 

http://l0.252.0.26 :8082/PERPWEB40/SaveReview.do?rnethod=saveNewReview 9/12/2014 



180 

MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLE~~ 

SUBJECT: Meeting with OAS Ambassadors 

..1/.27 ~ .S.:,/ ',-11,_,, 

/c-!~u -~ 

DD 

"01'li47 
/ /It) 

_:z:7109 

The NSC strongly recommends that you schedule a meeting with 
OAS Ambassadors before the President's trip to Mexico, if 
feasible, or in early May if it is not. A possible day 
could be Pan American Day, April 14, if the President has no 
plans for the day himself at the OAS. (The down side is 
that April 14 is Holy Week and many Ambassadors may simply 
not be in town. If such is the case, late April or early 
May would be a good time.) You may wish to include the US 
Ambassador-designate. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 23, 1981 

ACTION 

~ 
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. LLEN 

THROUGH: CHARLES TYSON 

FROM: ROGE FONTAINE 

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with OAS Ambassadors 

Nancy Bearg Dyke has asked for our recommendations for 
scheduling a meeting between the Vice President and the OAS 
Ambassadors. At Tab I is a reply from you strongly supporting 
such a meeting, and suggesting that it be scheduled prior to 
the President's trip to Mex ico. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I. ) Y 
1 \,,J '" -~ 
~ ~ lo?,, 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 21, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR NANCY BEARG DYKE 
,c} 

,( FROM: ALLEN J . LENZ ,1 
l 

I' 
SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with{ OAS Ambassadors 

I 
.,¥ 

l 
. ..: 

The NSC staff strongly supports the Vic5/ ~resident meeting 
with OAS Ambassadors. The US Ambassadoj:"-designate should also 
be included. A possible day could be / an American Day, April 14, 
if the President has no plans for the/ day himself at the OAS. 

~ 

The down side is that April 14 is 
may simply not be in town . If 

Week and many Ambassadors 
the case, late April or 

early May would be O.K . 

It is recommended that the Vice 
with the OAS Ambassadors before 
if feasible,or in early May if 

/ 

I 
I 

I 
I 

/ 
I 

I 

J?'resident schedule a meeting 
' he President's trip to Mexico 
tis not. 
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FOR: DONA PROCTOR 

Rather than being a Lenz/Bearg-Dyke 

memo, this action should be prepared 

in the form of a memo from Richard 

Allen to the Vice President, under 

cover memo from Roger Fontaine 

through Charles P. Tyson to Richard 

V. Allen. 

Thanks, 

bh 
3/23 
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EDWARD J. DERWINSKI 
4TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

1401 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0SIS 
(Z0Z) 2ZS-3961 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

12236 SOUTH HARLEM AVENUE 

PALOS HEIGHTS. ILUNOJS 60463 

(312) 448-3500 

<!Congrt~~ of tbt fflnittb ~tate~ 
11,ou~t of l\tprt~tntatibt~ 

Ulla~bington, 1)9.<€. 20515 

February 26, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

COMMITTEES: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEEt 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

SUBCOMMITTEE: 

INVESTIGATIONS 

EX OFFICIO MEMBER OF ALL OTHER 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

COMMISSION ON 
CONGRESSIONAL MAILING 

STANDARDS 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION 

TREASURER-U .S. GROUP 

MEMBER-IPU COUNCIL 

02054? ._ 

The renomination of Ambassador Gale McGee as United States 
representative to the Organization of American States is a heart
ening development. The depth and scope of Ambassador McGee's 
qualifications, his wide experience, and exceptional character 
make his retention a wise decision on your part. 

Ambassador McGee is a most valuable asset to the United 
States government in this important post. He will be totally 
loyal to your Administration and as a former Senator will be 
extremely effective in working with the Senate. 

Unfortunately, Ambassador McGee's skills were under-utilized 
by the previous Administration. Your recognition of his value 
and potential is to be commended. I am extremely pleased that 
he will remain in his post. 

Edward J. Derwinski, M.C. 

EJD/jar 
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THE WHITE HOUSE J T 017 
W AS HI N GTON 

June 5, 1981 

Dear Bill: 

First let me thank you for your letter 
of April 30 outlining y our suggestions on 
how to improve the OAS and the IDB. I think 
they are worth serious consideration. Before 
we mov e further on this, I suggest you get 
together with Norman Bailey and Roger Fontaine 
to discuss in detail y our recommendations. 

I have asked Roger Fontaine to b e in 
touch with y ou on this matter. 

-;< 

Sincerely , 

Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the Pr e sident 
for National Security Aff a irs 

Mr. J. William Middendor f , II 
1701 Pennsy l v ania Avenue, N. W. 
Washing ton, D.C. 20006 
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' ' 

' ~ <j'5V JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE ~~ _-:.'""':'.": 

ut 
.. "--.~--~ 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS ~ >/ tJfui I 

JANET COLSON -!t! )6'1 D½ . 

BUD NANCE -~tJ) 
KAY 

CY TO VP . SHOW cc 

CY TO MEESE SHOW cc 

CY TO BAKER SHOW cc 

CY TO DEAVER SHOW cc 

CY TO BRADY SHOW cc 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AL SECURITY COT;J-Noi( 

~ -(:une 2, 1981 

To 
Bill Middendorf Letter 1 You Regarding 

and IDB 

l
s 

Bill Middendo as proposed in a letter to you (Tab A) 
that the post of OAS ambassador be raised from Executive 
Level II to Executive Level I . He also proposes that the 

2979 

111-

OAS ambassador be made U.S. alternate representative to the IDB. 

Rud Poats and Norman Bailey have doubts about each suggestion. Y~ 
I support the first because it would be a clear signal to 1 ~ 
Latin America that we take the OAS seriously -- an organization ~ 

we will find useful in the next few years. The second 
suggestion is intriguing but Poats and Bailey are probably 
right . 

Bailey suggests a non-committal answer from you for the moment, 
and that Bailey and I have lunch with Middendorf to discuss 
his suggestions. I agree . 

At Tab I is your polite, non-committal response. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you sign the letter to Middendorf at Tab I. 

Approve 1/irt--
That you approve a Bailey and 
Middendorf ... / ,--· f ~ 1 

Approve ~JM/• 
. (r \ { 

Attachments 

Disapprove 

Foy~aine meeting with7 Bill 

;ill r? t: 7iuf N-
D i sa ppr!ve 

Tab I Your Letter to Bill Middendorf 
A Incoming Letter from Bill Middendorf 
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The Honorable 
Richard V. Allen 

J. WILLIA M MIDDENDORF, TI 
1701 PENNSYLVANI A A V ENUE, N . W . 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

AREA COD E 202 457 - 7 906 

April 30, 1981 

Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Dick : 

I am writing to ask your help in increasing the rank and responsi
bility of the post of U. S. Representative to the Organization of 
American States. 

fj MAY ·18~) 

;l.7~7 

When the President called me to ask if I would serve as this country's 
Representative to the O.A.S., he told me that he planned to give 
special attention to Latin America where the foreign policy of recent 
years has had particularly unfortunate consequences. As I have prepared 
myself to assume my duties, I have found that Latin diplomats are de
lighted with the President's profession of concern, especially since 
they know that the Carter Administration had proposed lowering the post 
of U.S. Representative from the rank of Executive Level II to Executive 
Level III. However, since previous Presidents have also professed 
special interest in the region , they await some signal that the new U.S. 
Rep r esentative is being listened to by the President. The Secretary 
General of the O.A.S . , Ambassador Orfila~ was particularly emphatic on 
this point. They also wonder whether the U.S. Representative will be 
able to affect the decisions of the Interamerican Development Bank, on 
which so much of their future depends. 

It seems to me therefore that a couple of simple administrative decisions 
by the White House would do much to start my mission to the O.A.S. on a 
note of confidence. The post of U.S . Representative to the O.A.S . could 
be raised in rank from Executive Level II to Executive Level I . I under
stand Secretary Clark has told Senator Helms that he would support 
raising this post to Level I to send a clear signal to our Latin American 
friends. The same action could stipulate that the U.S. Representative 
to the O.A.S . would also be an alternate U.S. Representative to the Inter
american Development Bank. More effectively than words (though just as 
inexpensively) these simple actions would tell the nations of Latin 
America that the Reagan Administration considers them more important 
than the Carter Administration did, and that it wants to make sure that 
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moves to develop Latin economies will be undertaken as part of a compre
hensive political strategy for the region. 

Of course these two measures are primarily symbolic. But, as you know, 
nowhere more than in Latin America are symbols almost as important as 
substance in foreign policy. I do know t _hat these actions would be 
an especially clear signal to our Latin American friends of the new 
course of this Administration. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

J. William Middendorf, II 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

URGENT ACTION June 18, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD . ALLEN 

FROM: ROGER FON 1AINE (l_ "( 

SUBJECT: S\'L.ear l n g-In Ceremp n y =f 9 r Ambassado 
J. William Middendo~f, II 

3702 - -

~ 3/J.3'5~ 
/ //£) 
J./v~ 

k--~rr;~/I 
/&~t}J_;p,,_ 

Attached at Tab A is a memorandum to you from the Department 
of State proposing that Bill Middendorf be sworn in as 
Ambassador to the Org ~niza t ion of American States in the 
White House with the 26 Latin American and Caribbean ambassadors 
in attendance. This proposal would give a strong positive 
signal for the OAS by the President. 

The NSC staff strongly endorses the idea. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the State Department proposal. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 
Tab A State Department proposal 



S/S 8118456 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

,June 17, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Swearing-In Ceremony for Ambassador
Designate J. William Middendorf, II 

In light of President Reagan's renewed emphasis 
on our relations with Latin America and his intention 
to revitalize our role in the Organization of American 
States, this is to propose that Ambassador-Designate 
J. William Middendorf be formally sworn-in as U.S. 
Ambassador to the OAS at the White House by President 
Reagan. The 26 Latin American and Caribbean Ambassadors 
to the OAS would be invited to attend. 

Such a protocolary ceremony would convey a clear 
signal to Latin America and the Caribbean that President 
Reagan intends to utilize vigorously the OAS as a 
mechanism of multilateral diplomacy, complementing 
our bilateral efforts, to further U.S. policy objectives 
in the hemisphere. 

~~k 
~ - Paul Bremer, J~ I 

Executive Secretary 

--S7 0 d--
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