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TH £ WHIT £ HOUS E 

WASHING T ON 

March 19 , 1984 

MEETING WITH JAMES SANDERS, ADMINISTRATOR 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

DATE : 
LOCATION : 

TIME : 

FROM : 

I . PURPOSE 

March 19, 1 984 
Oval Office 
10 : 45 A. M. 

Craig L . Fuller ~ 

To brief you on the "1984 Report on the State o f 
Small Business . " 

II . BACKGROUND 

A fact sheet on the report i s attached . 

III. PARTICIPANTS /.5vs/f-

Jim Sanders, ,!±q Her, Dick Dar1:1an, 
Jack Svahn and Crai g Fuller . ,UJ:;A) 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House photographer only . 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Jim Sanders will be prepared with a short 
briefing . 





'-- March 19, 1984 

MEETING WITH JAMES SANDERS, ADMINISTRATOR 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 

TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

March 19, 1984 
Oval Office 
10:45 A.M. 

Craig L. Fuller~ 

To brief you on the "1984 Report on the State of 
Small Business . • 

I I . BACKGROUND 

A fact sheet on the report is attached. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Jim Sanders, Jim Baker, Dick Darman, 
Jack Svahn and Craig Fuller. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House photographer only. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Jim Sanders will be prepared with a short 
briefing. 



SBl\. Fact Sheet 
U.S. Small Bu1ine11 Admi nillration 

- -

PJU!SJJ)ENT' S REPOBT _ QN THE __ STATE OF SMALL BUSI_M~SS 

1983 was a good year for small business. The strong 
performance of the small business sector during 1983 
continued from its relatively strong performance during 
1982 . Small busine ss showed an ability to adapt and grow 
in times of both economic stress and prosperity. 

Between . 1980 and 1982 , small businesses generated all of 
the 984,000 net new jobs in the United States. Small 
business produced 2,650,000 new jobs, more than offsetting 
the 1,664,000 lost by larger busine sses. The service 
secto~ accounted for about half the employment increase. 

Small l:>usiness also is leading the way in job creation 
during the recovery . In six major industries for which 
small aAd large business-dominated sectors can be · 
identifie~, small business-domina~ed industr ies r egistered 
a net employment gain of 2 . 6 percent from September 1982 to 
September 1983. Large business - dominated subsectors showed 
an employment gain of only 1.2• percent. 

~ 

Small business dominated the J Astest growing industries in 
the number of new enterprises between 1980 and 1982. New 
enterprises with fewer than 100 employees in many of the 
service sectors, such as education, legal and social 
services, increased between 10 and 15 percent annually. 

The service industry continued to be the fastest growing 
job generator between 1980 and 1982, accounting for about 
52 percent (1.2 million jobs ) of the total inc~ease in new 
jobs; small firms accounted for 89 . 6 percent of this 
growth . Together, the finance and mining sectors accounted 
for 30 percent of the total 1980-1982 employment increase; 
the trade, transportation, construction, and agricultural 
sectors accounted for the remainder. 

Small business employs 47.8 percent of the private non-farm 
work force, contributes 4~ percent of s~les; and generates 
approximately 38 percent of our Nation's gross national 
product. 

Business bankruptcies declined l~.7 percent during 1983 
compared to 1982. For the six-month period from July 
through December, bankruptcies declined 30 percent from the 
similar 1982 period. 
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-more-

Small business proprietorship and partnership income grew 
19 percent in 1983, compared to 1982. In contrast, wage 
and salary income increased 6.1 percent. 

There are 14.3 million non-farm businesses in the United 
States. Approximately 99.7 percent of these businesses are 
small by the u.s. Small Business Administration's size 
standards. 

Self-employed workers, who comprised 7.6 percent of the 
civilian work force in 1983, have made a dispropartionately 
large contribution to the economic recovery. The number of 
self-employed workers increased by 497,000, representing a 
6.6 percent rise, compared to a 3.7 percent rise in wage 
and salary employees. 

From 1980 through 1982 larger firms lost 1.7 million net 
jobs: most of these losses were concentrated in 
manufacturing (-1.5 million), retail trade (-0.2 million), 
wholesale trade (-0.3 million), and transpartation (-0.l 
million ) . Employment gains by -large businesses in the 
mining, finance, an1 service sectors partially offset these 
losses. -~ 

Eighty-five percent of the new jobs created between 1980 
and 1982 came from three regions of the United States: the 
Mountain States of Montana, Idaho, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Nevada and Wyoming: the Pacific States of 
Washington, Oregon, California, Alaska and Hawaii: and the 
West South Central States of Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana. 

During 1982 and 1983, business starts increased faster in 
deregulated industries t han in the overall economy, rising 
33 percent in the deregulated financial services sector, 
and 15 percent in the transportation and communications 
sector, compared to 13 percent in the general economy. In 
non-bank credit agencies, starts rose 68 percent during 
1982 and 1983: no major increases had occurred prior to 
1982. 

In 1983, new business incorporations rose by a record 
600, 000, indicating that more and more Americans are going 
into business for themselves. The previous record, 
580,000, was set in 1981. Between January and 
September 1983, business starts increased 12.9 percent over 
the same period in 1982, another sign of the increase in 
small businesses. 
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-more-

Ninety percent of the approximately 400,000 businesses that 
dissolve each year do so for voluntary reasons, such as 
retirement of the owner. Ninety-nine percent of failed 
businesses have fewer than 100 employees: over 80 percent 
are less than 10 years old. 

Younger workers, older workers and female workers are more 
likely to be employed by small firms than by large firms. 
A major reason is that small firms are able to provide more 
part-time work opportunities. Large businesses are more 
likely to hire prime-age workers 25 to 54 years old. 

New workers entering the work force are more likely to be 
women than men. Women are projected to increase from 42 
percent of the civilian labor force in 1982 to 48 percent 
in 1995 and will probably account for nearly two of eve1y 
three additions to the labor force over the next d~cade. 

Establishments with 20 or more employees have a 20 percent 
greater chance of surviving than establishments with fewer 
than 20 employees. 

~ 

In Fiscal 1982, the Federal Gq~ernment purchased 
approximately $159 billion in goods and services from the 
private sector. Small businesses received $27.1 billion, 
or 17 percent of the procurement total. 

About one-third of federal prime contract dollars received 
by small firms are through small business set-aside 
competition. 

From 1977 to 1980, the number of female-owned sole 
proprietorships increased 33 percent. 

From 1980 to 1982, the number of self-employed women rose 
from 2,096,000 to 2,309,000, a 10-percent gain. 

In 1982, nearly half of all women who worked had preschool 
children, compared to 10 percent in 194~. 

Most women-owned businesses are in the retail trade and 
service industries. 
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alacks and other minorities are expected to account for 
nearly one-fourth of the growth of the labor force during 
the next decade. 

The future growth of minority-owned small firms will be 
propelled by the fact that younger and better educated 
minority men and women are increasingly going into business 
for themselves. 

The nllJlll:>er of minority self-employed workers grew 42.8 
percent in the 1972-82 decade -- from 332,000 to 474,000. 
By comparison, the number of whites going into business for 
themselves over that decade grew 35 percent, to a total of 
6.8 million. 

March 1984 
~ 

.... 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

March 16, 1984 

Signing Ceremony for the 
1984 Report on the State of Small Business 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 

TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

March 19, 1984 
Room 450 OEOB 
11:00 A . M. (15 Minutes) 

Craig L. Fuller O!$ 

To sign the "1984 Report on the State of Small Business" 
and to make public the positive findings of the report. 

II. BACKGROUND 

P.L. 96-302 mandates that the President report to Congress 
annually on the state of small business. This year's 
report shows that 1983 was an excellent year for small 
business. Small business optimism and faith in the future 
is demonstrated in the economic record the report details. 
Some significant findings of the report are outlined below: 

Between 1980 and 1982 small enterprises with under 100 
employees generated all of the 982,000 net new jobs in 
the United States. 

New business starts reached a new record of about 
600,000 for the first six months of 1983, with the 
fastest growth in recently deregulated industries. 

Business bankruptcies, most of which occur in small 
business, declined 10.3 percent in 1983 compared to the 
previous year. 

Small business income was up 19 percent in 1983 compared 
to a 6.1 percent increase for wage and salary income . 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

James Sanders, Administrator, Small Business Administra­
tion; Frank Swain, General Counsel, Small Business Admini­
stration; Timothy McNamar, Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury; and Martin Feldstein, Chairman, Council of 
Economic Advisers. 



IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House Press 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- Prior to your arrival Martin Feldstein will speak on the 
economic outlook; Tim McNamar will speak on taxes and 
small business; and Jim Sanders will brief the group on 
the report. 

- You will make remarks and sign the report. 



THE W H ITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

March 16, 1984 

MR, PRESIDENT; 

Copies of these remarks were 
sent to you at Camp David. 
These are here only in case 
you missed them at Camp 
David. 

Richard G. Darman 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Robinson/BE) 
March 16, 1984 
3:30 p.m. 

1984 REPORT ON STATE OF SMALL BUSINESS 
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1984 

Good morning. It's a real pleasure to welcome Jim Sanders, 

head of the Small Business Administration, Frank Swain, S.B.A.'s 

chief counsel for advocacy, and you, the representatives of small 

businesses across America. You know, the White House is a lot 

like a small business -- Nancy and I live over the store. 

Small businesses play a vital role in American life. They 

make everything from ice cream to shoes to computers. Small 

businesses are the biggest providers of new jobs, give the most 

employees the freedom to work part-time, and hire the most women, 

young people, and senior citizens. They embody innovation, 

provide economic diversity, and chart our path toward the 

products, markets, and jobs of the future . 

To remain engines of hope and prosperity, small businesses 

need a healthy economy. Just 3 years ago, the American economy 

was anything but healthy . We all remember those days: 

Government was growing like Goliath, wrecking the economy with 

punishing inflation and interest rates, a growing tax burden, and 

Government regulations that were smothering economic growth. 

When an enterprising man or woman wanted to borrow money to 

start their own business, 21-1/2 percent prime interest rates 

shut the door in their face . When a small business wanted to buy 

a new plant or materials to expand, 12.4 percent inflation put 

opportunity beyond its reach. 
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When we took office, we made restoring economic vitality our 

top priority . We reduced the growth rate of Government spending, 

pruned needless regulations, cut taxes, and passed an historic 

reform called tax indexing. Indexing means the Government can 

never again profit from inflation at your expense. 

Today we're seeing a surging economic recovery from Maine to 

California. Housing starts, factory orders, and real income are 

up. The stock market has come back to life. Between the end of 

1982 and the end of 1983, net private savings shot up nearly 

50 percent to over $230 billion, making more funds available to 

the risk-takers and innovators who give small businesses their 

drive. Small businesses have led the way in creating new jobs, 

and today more Americans have jobs than ever before in our 

history. Since the beginning of the recovery 15 months ago, 

nearly 5 million Americans have found work, and the unemployment 

rate has fallen to 7 . 7 percent, marking the steepest drop in more 

than 30 years. 

Now this isn't a Keynesian recovery produced by big-spending 

bureaucrats tinkering with aggregate demand . In fact, I don't 

know of a single Keynesian who predicted it. Instead, this 

recovery was created by the incentives of tax rate reductions, 

which shifted resources away from Government back to American 

producers, savers, and investors. 

Small business has responded to the recovery with new vigor. 

Last year alone, there were some 600,000 new business 

incorporations, virtually all of them small businesses. That's 

an all-time high and half again as many incorporations as there 
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were each year during the early 1970 ' s . At the same time, 

bankruptcies declined some 30 percent in the second half of 1983 

compared to the same period in 1982, and small business income, 

as measured by proprietorships and partnerships, grew by a 

remarkable 18 percent. 

But we must go forward toward new goals so we can keep the 

nightmare of inflation from ever coming back. We must enact 

constitutional reforms like the line-item veto and the balanced 

budget amendment. And to make taxes more simple and fair, and to 

provide greater incentives for growth to our people, I believe we 

must press for tax simplification -- a sweeping, comprehensive 

reform of the entire tax code. 

And, as you may have heard, I have just reached agreement 

with the Republican leadership in the Congress on a deficit 

reduction package totalling some $150 billion over the next 

3 years. Just Thursday night, shortly after we reached 

agreement, the Senate Finance Committee concluded its work on a 

major portion of our package. I'm hopeful the entire package 

will be passed promptly by the Republican Senate. 

This $150 billion down payment deserves bipartisan support 

because it will reduce the deficit in a way that is effective, 

responsible, and fair: by targeting $43 billion of savings in 

non-defense spending, $57 billion in defense authority 

reductions, and by raising some $48 billion in revenues, 

primarily from closing certain tax loopholes of questionable 

fairness. Make no mistake, the defense cuts would slow our 

defense build-up somewhat, but not to a point of unacceptable 
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risk. There will be no increase in tax rates on American 

families, and no tax increases that would threaten the economic 

recovery. 

Permit me to mention a few of the inspiring small business 

success stories I've heard . Back in 1978, Ginnie Johansen of 

Dallas was in college. She needed a belt to wear with casual 

slacks and, since she didn't like anything she saw in the stores, 

she made a few belts of her own. Several students offered to buy 

Ginnie's belts, and soon Ginnie decided to try her hand at 

business. Today Ginnie's company grosses $8 million in annual 

sales, manufactures 57 different accessories, and, best of all, 

employs 65 people, most of them young women. By the way, Ginnie 

is now 24 years old. 

Roberto Ruiz of Tucson was born in Mexico and moved to the 

United States as a teenager. In 1977, he founded a construction 

company and an engineering corporation. Between 1979 and 1983, 

sales for Roberto's companies grew from $1 . 4 million to 

$7.2 million -- an increase of more than 500 percent. Roberto's 

companies do a great deal of work in the Arizona border area, a 

section of the country hard-hit by the devaluation of the peso, 

and Roberto has always made an effort to hire local workers. 

Last year alone, he hired 100 employees, and today his firms 

account for more than 200 jobs. 

And then there are Frank Huggins and Dean Robinson of 

Champaign, Illinois. Less than 2 years ago they founded 

Disk-Tee, a firm that makes components for computer disc drives. 

From March 1983 to February 1984, Disk-Tee recorded $3 million in 
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sales, and the company projects sales of $15 million for the 

calendar year 1984. Today Disk-Tee employs about 230 people 

that's 230 jobs created by two talented entrepreneurs in less 

than 2 years. 

Cervantes once said, "Many littles make a much," and as 

small businesses spring up across the country, they add up to 

products we've never dreamed of, new standards of excellence, and 

jobs for millions. It's small business people like you who 

remind us of the enterprise that made our Nation great. You show 

us that Americans have just as much pluck as ever, and you prove 

that our country's best days are still to come. On behalf of all 

Americans, I commend you. 

Thank you, God bless you, and now let me sign the report. 



C 



THE WHIT E HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

March 16, 1984 

ADMINISTRATION BRIEFING FOR CUBAN AMERICAN LEADERS 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 

March 19 , 1984 
East Room 
11:45 a . m. TIME: 

FROM : Faith Ryan Whittlesey :/1{;) 
I . PURPOSE 

For Administration to continue on- going 
dialogue wit h leaders of the Cuban Ameri can 
community by apprising them of polici es that 
are of special concern to this community . 

II. BACKGROUND 

These very influential community leader s 
represent civic , social and business 
interests and come primarily from the State 
of Fl ori da. These leaders are united by 
their common concern for the defense of 
freedom in the world especially in the 
Caribbean and Central American regions . They 
are also very supportive of the President ' s 
economic policies . 

III . . PARTICIPANTS 

List is attached . (Approximatel y 220) 

IV . PRESS PLAN 

White House pool coverage for President ' s 
remar ks only . 

V. REMARKS REQUIRED 

President's speech has been prepared by 
Speechwriter ' s Office . 

VI . SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Social Office 

Attachment: List of participants 



THE WH I TE HOUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

March 16, 1984 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Copies of these remarks were 
sent to you at Camp David . 
These are here only in case 
you missed them at Camp 
David . 

Richard G. Darman 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NGTON 

March 16, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

ELLIOTT 1J._ FROM: BEN 

SUBJECT: Cuban-American Leaders Remarks 

Attached is Dana Rohrabacher's draft for your drop-by briefing 
for Cuban-American leaders Monday. Dana wanted you to see the 
enclosed letter from Carlos Perez, whom you mentioned in the 
State of the Union. If you need a lift, this will do it, 
especially the second paragraph. 

Thank you. 



Marcil 13, 1984 

Mr. Dana Rohrabadler 
Presidential Speech Writer 
O.E.O.B. 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
lbcm 102 
washington, o.c. 20500 

Dear Dana: 

~~9, 
/;/;//; ~~ ~~ 

!:-tfouzl' ~~, ff~ .J.JI#~ 

'!he party held for the unification of the Republican Party, last Friday at 
my haae, was a real suocess. At one point, 0\/er 700 persons, m:>st of them 
distinguished members of the Republican Party, were present, and I think that in 
the middle of all the fragmentation that exists in Dade County arron;i Republicans, 
we were able to aca:nplish oor objective, and that was to establish the spirit 
of unity and that deep in their minds they uroerstood the -words that were said 
in the various speedles, and that was that President Reagan, rn. m:,re than ever, 
needs a unified Republican Party, otherwise we will fall into the hands of the 
Derocrats and Liberals. Everyone agreed that this was the largest and one of 
the best parties ever held in a private haae in Dade County. 

To give you an idea of hav highly President Reagan is thought of, and of ho. 
deeply rooted he is am:>n;J the Cuban-Anericans, let me tell you what happened 
minutes after my party was 0\/er: It was around 2 a.m., and only about three or 
foor oouples remained, when my oldest brother, Evelio, decided to leave, and 
while he was walking tcMards his car parked across the street, he was hit by 
a speeding car. I was inside my house when I heard the screaming, so I ran 
outside and foun:i my brother bleeding profusely and lying unoonscious in the 
street. Minutes later, when he regained oonsicousness and after I reassured 
him, eventhough I thought he was dyin;J, that he was going to be all right, 
the first question he asked was - "Do you think that I' 11 be able to make it to 
Washin;Jton and see President Reagan on the 19th?". '!his incident sho.s you 
that eventhough he thought that he was dyin;J, his first ooncern was Whether 
he -would be able to see President Reagan. 

By the way, we took him to the nearest hospital, and after plastic surgery on his 
face, his oondition is rn. stable and we think that his wish will cane true and 
he will be able to meet the President after all. 

All I have left to say, is that after the suocess of the party and after seeing 
my brother's reaction, I can only feel great optimism as to the outa:rne of oor 
campaign and the ne>et elections. 

Sincerely, 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY BRIEFING FOR 
CUBAN-AMERICAN LEADERS 
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1984 

(Rohrabacher/BE) 
March 16, 1984 
6 : 00 p . m. 

Buenas dias. It is certainly a pleasure to have so many 

friends here today . As I see you, I ' m reminded of the warm 

welcome you gave me when I visited you in Miami to commemorate 

Cuban Independence Day -- "El Veinte de Mayo" [the 20th of May]. 

I'm especially glad to see my friend Tirso del Junco, famous 

vocalist Celia Cruz, Carlos Salman , Manuel and Alicia Casanova, 

and Carlos Perez . Carlos Salman in Florida and Tirso in 

California have been on many a campaign with me. Carlos Perez, 

like so many from Cuba, came to this country with little money, 

but, with the opportunity afforded him in our blessed land , he 

has done well . 

Cuban Americans, perhaps better than others, apprec i ate what 

opportunity and economic freedom mean to people who are 

struggling to better themselves. Many of you arrived here in the 

early 1960's, when America was enjoying high growth and low 

inflation . In that environment, everyone had the chance to 

better themselves . 

But during the 1970's, this shining land o f opportunity, 

once so vibrant and vital, was ravaged by inflation and economic 

stagnation. By 1980, it was painfully clear to all Americans 

that something was seriously wrong . 

So, we set out to make some long- overdue changes . By 

reversing unwise policies of over-taxing and spending, we ' ve put 

America back on track. And I'm mighty proud that when the heat 
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was on, and the advocates of the failed policies of the past 

tried to get us to reverse course before our program had a chance 

to take hold, we stuck to our principles. I think the country is 

beginning to understand why we did. 

I firmly believe what's best for all Americans, especially 

those who want to improve their condition, is a policy of low 

inflation and strong growth . America needs jobs and opportunity, 

not make- work and handouts. 

The Cuban community, especially in Florida and other Gulf 

Coast States, has become a center for commercial activity, much 

of it with Latin America . This has boosted our economic 

potential and has been a boon to our neighbors to the south. I'd 

like to thank you for the vital role you are playing. 

You know how significant our struggle is, not only for our 

neighbors to the south, but for the United States as well. I can 

assure you today that our Administration fully recognizes the 

vital importance of the economic, political, and military 

struggle going on in Central America and the Caribbean. We do 

not intend to let the Soviet Union, through its Communist Cuban 

proxies, take over that region. 

Central America and the Caribbean are of the utmost 

strategic importance to the United States. If we don't give 

friends so close to home the means to defend themselves against 

Soviet-supported insurgents, who will trust us anywhere in the 

world, especially in the faraway Middle East and Europe? 

To those who would spend time focusing on the flaws of our 

friends -- and they are far from perfect -- let me just say we 
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all are concerned about human rights. But I believe it is being 

either naive or downright phony to profess concern for human 

rights, while pursuing policies that lead to the overthrow of 

less-than-perfect democracies by Marxist dictatorships, which 

systematically crush all human rights. We ' ve seen it happen in 

countless countries, including Afghanistan, Vietnam and, yes, 

Cuba. In these countries, there are no human rights, nor any 

debates about human rights. There is only brutal suppression by 

the Communist Party. Because such regimes are at war with the 

basic laws of human nature, invariably they inflict great 

economic misery on their people. That is why it's both logical 

and necessary for them to conquer other lands to obtain the 

resources they cannot produce themselves. 

What we are witnessing to the south is a power play by Cuba 

and the Soviet Union, pure and simple. Cuba, after nearly 

25 years of so-called revolution, is an economic basketcase. It 

cannot supply even its own needs without massive and costly 

Soviet subsidies. Like a roving wolf, Castro's Cuba looks to its 

peace-loving neighbors with hungry eyes and sharp teeth. Our 

challenge is to avert a crisis before it happens -- to help our 

neighbors build strong economies, democratic governments, and 

give them weapons to counter Soviet-backed insurgency . 

A few months ago, we saw this very process unfolding on a 

small island in the Caribbean -- Grenada . Massive stores of 

military supplies were being stacked high in the warehouses 

there. The island was living under virtual Cuban occupation. 

The lives of American students, as well as the islanders, and, 
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indeed, Grenada's peaceful, freedom-loving neighbors, were all 

being put in jeopardy. We had no choice but to join with our 

neighbors, at their request, and to free the people of Grenada 

and that's exactly what we did. 

I just have to tell you, one of my most heartwarming 

memories will always be of a reunion we had on the White House 

lawn . Students, many of whom had negative attitudes about the 

military before, threw their arms around the young soldiers, 

sailors, and Marines who risked their lives to save them. Then 

the students introduced these military men to their parents as 

heroes. Americans are a great people and nobody should ever sell 

us short. 

We have every reason to be confident, but if freedom is to 

prevail, if peace is to be preserved, we Americans cannot be 

complacent. Our greatest strength is truth, because truth is on 

our side and with it we can and will turn the tide. Saint John 

said, you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free. 

I am very proud that, after a long and difficult struggle, Radio 

Marti is scheduled to begin broadcasting this spring. 

Already there are blistering attacks against Radio Marti by 

the Castro regime. Well, if things are so good down there, what 

are they so worried about? Their ranting and raving just 

confirms that one of the most effective things we can do is give 

the Cuban people another point of view. Unlike the Communists, 

we respect people, and we're confident they can make up their own 

minds . 
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But one thing is certain: We will not be deterred by 

threats . Radio Marti will broadcast the truth to Cuba . 

Before I close, please permit me to ask you a favor. That 

great Cuban patriot, after whom our efforts are named, a man who 

also found refuge here, Jose Marti, once said, "Tyranny is the 

same in all its shapes, even though sometimes it dresses in 

handsome names and grand deeds." Well, we are struggling against 

a foe who knows how to dress up tyranny so that many find it hard 

to recognize. Some of our fellow citizens do not fully 

understand the threat we've spoken about today. You are uniquely 

qualified to open up communication with all Americans. I hope I 

can count on you. 

Muchas gracias and vayan con Dios. 





I . PURPOSE 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

MEETING WITH A BIPARTISAN GROUP OF SENATORS 
CONCERNING SCHOOL PRAYER 

DATE : Monday, March 19, 1984 
LOCATION : Cabinet Room 
TIME: 3:15 p . m. (45 minutes) 

FROM: M.B . Oglesby, J ~ 

To seek the support of this bipartisan group of Senators 
for S . J. Res . 73 , your school prayer amendment on which 
the Senate will vote tomorrow at 3:00 p.m. 

II . BACKGROUND 

The Senate has completed its second week of debate on 
school prayer. Senator Baker called up your proposed 
voluntary oral school prayer amendment, S.J. Res . 73, as 
the vehicle for debate. For several days, Senator Baker 
actively consulted with his colleagues concerning possible 
language changes which would encourage additional votes for 
a voluntary oral prayer amendment. After considerable 
discussion, the fina l vote next Tuesday at 3:00 p . m. will 
be on S . J. Res. 73 as modified by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to prohibit Federal or state officials from 
composing the words of any prayer to be said. Therefore, 
despite considerable debate about other language, the 
Senate ultimately will vote on your amendment as modified 
in Committee. Two votes occurred during this past week . 
The Senate first voted 96-0 to adopt the Committee 
amendment. Yesterday, the Senate voted to table , by a vote 
of 81-15, Senator Dixon's silent prayer/equal access 
amendment. This substantial vote in favor of tabling 
resul ted from a coalition of those who support oral prayer, 
those who oppose any prayer amendment whatsoever, and those 
who agreed to vote with you and Senator Baker on procedural 
votes. The consensus is that S.J . Res. 73 remains several 
votes short of the requisite two-thirds needed for passage 
of a constitutional amendment. In order to achieve passage 
in the Senate, most of the Senators at this meeting will 
have to vote in favor of S.J . Res 73 on Tuesday . 

III . PARTICIPANTS 

List attached 
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IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House Photographer only. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

1. Opening remarks by the President 
2. Conunents by Senator Baker 
3 . General discussion with meeting participants 

Attachments: List of Participants 
Talking Points 



PARTICIPANTS 

The President 
The Vice President 

Secretary of Education Terrel Bell 
Attorney General William French Smith 

Senator Howard Baker (R-Tennessee) 
Senator Richard Lugar (R-Indiana) 
Senator Paul Trible (R-Virginia) 
Senator Rudy Boschwitz (R-Minnesota) 
Senator William Cohen (R-Maine) 
Senator John Chafee (R-Rhode Island) 
Senator Dave Durenberger (R-Minnesota) 
Senator Barry Goldwater (R-Arizona) 
Senator Mark Andrews (R-North Dakota) 
Senator Alfonse D'Amato (R-New York) 
Senator Robert Packwood (R-Oregon) 
Senator John Heinz (R-Pennsylvania) 
Senator Paul Laxalt (R-Nevada) 
Senator Alan Simpson (R-Wyoming) 
Senator Joseph Biden (D-Delaware) 
Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-Arizona) 
Senator Edward Zorinksy (D-Nebraska) 
Senator Russell Long (D-Louisiana) 
Senator Sam Nunn (D-Georgia) 
Senator Alan Dixon (D-Illinois) 

Staff 

James Baker 
Michael Deaver 
Richard Darrnan 
John Svahn 
Faith Whittlesey 
Fred Fielding 
Larry Speakes 
M.B. Oglesby 
Nancy Risque 
Pamela Turner 
Robert Kabel 



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH BIPARTISAN 
GROUP OF SENATORS ON SCHOOL PRAYER 

I am pleased that you all could be here today to talk 

about school prayer and the vote tomorrow 

on S.J. Res. 73. 

Howard, I am pleased that the Senate has devoted a 

considerable period of time to debate this issue of 

great importance. 

As you all know, I have advocated for many years the return 

of oral voluntary prayer to public schools. The amendment 

which I suggested, S.J. Res. 73 on which you will vote 

tomorrow merely permits oral voluntary prayer in public 

schools. It specifically states that no one will be 

required to participate. It is written in such a way as to 

permit significant latitude to school systems, parents and 

students as to what form, if any, school prayer might take. 

As you know, every poll indicates that the majority of 

Americans favor the reinstitution of school prayer. I think 

it is very important for the Senate and the House to pass 

this proposed constitutional amendment and then let the 

state legislatures decide ultimately whether it will become 

a part of the constitution. 
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Howard, the Senate has been debating this issue now for two 

weeks, and I would like to turn to you for any comments 

you might have . 

I would l i ke to hear what the rest of you have to say. 




