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THE WHITE HOUSE

Qffice of the Press Secretary

PRESS BRIEFING
BY
LARRY SPEAKES

July 13, 1985

Bethesda Naval Hospital
Bethesda, Maryland

12:19 P.M. EDT

MR. SPEAKES: The President's surgery began at 11:48 a.m.
Eastern time this morning in the operating suite here at Bethesda.
The President left his suite at 11:15 a.m. It's about a two minutg
trip from the suite to the operating room. Mrs. Reagan walked beside
him holding his hand as they proceeded down the hallway. She went to
the beginning of the sterile zone in the operating suite. Both said,
"I love you," and then she left him as he went into the operating
suite.

Time for quips: { he was preparing for surgery he had a
mild complaint about proctoscopic discomfort from yesterday. He
said, "After all you did yesterday, this ought to be a breeze."

Earlier today Mrs. Reagan arrived at the hospital shortly
after 9:00 a.m. The President this morning met with Don Regan and
later with Don Regan, Fred l'ielding and myself. He had read his
report from the National Security Council. He discussed legislative
matters with his Chief of Staff.

In the latter meeting, the President discussed a letter
which we are now distributing. It was signed at 11:32 a.m. Letter?
Yes, it's coming from the back. The letter will speak for itself.
He said to Mrs. Reagan, who stood by his bed as he signed, "I'm
signing these letters, but you're still my First Lady."

That concludes tlhie events to the moment.

Q What is the letter? I'm not quite clear.
Q ~= transfer of power?
Q Is this a transfer of power?

. MR. SPEAKES: The letter is being distributed to you and
will be shown.

. Q Is this a delegation of power for a specific amount
of time?

MR. SPEARES: Read the letter and you will --
Q Is there a problem in telling us?
MR. SPEAKES: Read the letter and you will understand it.

Q Well, will you stay here and £ill us in?

MR. SPEAKES: Sure.

. ‘ Q Larry, the letter says that Vice President Bush --
he'll discharge the powers of duty --

Q Can you bring the letter down here?
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Q -- commencing with the anesthesia. Is this -~ a
legally and constitutionally binding sort of thing?

' MR. SPEAKES: I think the letter speaks for itself. I
think if you read it in its entirety --

Q I've got the letter.

Q Larry, was there any option besides this letter --
MR. SPEAKES: Why are you standing?

Q Well, I'm -~ since you wouldn't read the letter and
tell us about it, you know, we are on television now and I'd like to
inform our viewers what the letter says. Why don't you read it.
You're the President's spokesman. Doesn't it make sense for you to
inform the country?

MR. SPEAKES: You can read the letter.

Q Larry, was there an option to consider besides this
letter, or was this the only option or was this --

MR. SPEAKES: Want to discuss options, David, but
certainly, we've had discussions in the White House yesterday and
this morning and discussions with the President. That's the
President's decision.

Q Only for the period --
Q Larry --
Q Only for the period during the anesthesia that this

is a transfer of power --

MR, SPEAKES: That's --

Q -- to the Vice President?

MR. SPEAKES: That's the President's intention, yes.

Q Where is he? At the White House now?

MR. SPEAKLS: No. He's at his residence.

Q Larry, does the --

Q And when did he get this letter?

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President did not get the letter.
He's been informed of it by telephone and the letter will be

delivered as required to the President pro tem of the Senate and to
the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Q Yes.

Q Are you going to --

g -- after 11:327

G -~ after the President?

MR. SPLAKES: 1I'm going to be here as long as you have
questions. If you'll just take your time, I'll answer all your
questions.

Q Is Bush now the acting President?

MR. SPEAKES: The letter will tell you exactly what it
is.
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Q -- delegation of powers took effect at 11:32 a.m.
this morning, is that correct?

MR. SPEAKES: It took effect when the letter was
delivered to the appropriate Congressional authorities -- formally
took effect. The President authorized it to begin when he went under
the anesthetic. Now, the specific time on that should be roughly
between 11:15 a.m. and 11:48 a.m.

Q Larry --
Q Larry, was it recommended by Regan and Fielding that
this be done -- when the President -- did Fielding and Regan suggest

to the President that he do this?

MR. SPEAKES: There were a number of things discussed by
the counsel, as usual, as we do business in the Vhite House. We
presented these discussions to the President. He participated in
them and he made his decision.

David?
Q He says at the end that he'll notify the Vice

President when this ends, so you anticipate that being this afternoon
or -- before --

MR. SPEAKES: The doctors here advised us that it will be
a matter of hours, yes.

Q Did the doctors advise him to do this?
Q Larry, when was -~
Q Larry, -- Larry, is there any historical precedent

to this?

MR. SPEAKES: I think we're going to have to get a little
better organized here. There's =--

Q Larry, who informed the Vice President --

MR. SPEAKES: There's a front row act going on and 1
think it'd probably be good, if people are going to do live
television standups, they probably should move to the rear to do
those.

Q Larry, who informed the Vice Fresident?

MR. SPEAKES: Don Regan by telephone.

Q Larry, is there any historical --
o What time, Larry?
Q == under the Amendment.

MR. SPEAKES: Look, you're going to have to get better
organized if you want me to answer your guestions.

Helen asked what time. And the question -- and the
answer is that -- around noon today.
Q And so that's about & half hour after the letter was

signed?
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MR. SPEAKES: Roughly that. Maybe -- It was between

11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

afternoon?

Q And Regan called him from the hospital?
MR. SPEAKES: Yes.
Q Called Bush.

Q Do you anticipate issuing another letter later this

MR. SPEAKES: I think the President will sign another

letter when he wants to make the changes back.

I'm having consideraple difficulty with the broadcast

going on on the front row, and I know you all are. Do you want to --
I think we'll just stand by here until tnc front row finishes its

act.

going on.

finishes.

room?

Q Larry, what do you think prompted the President --

MR. SPEAKES: ielen, I can't answer questions with tnis

9 Larry =--
Q Larxry, what was --

Mk. SPEAKES: 1 can't answer qguestions until this

And when it finisihes, we'll get in ousiness.

Q Will the television correspondents pleasc leave the
V) BOL.
9] Bou.
Q Bow.

MR, DONALDSON: Let e ask ycu a guestion: If you were

at nome watching tiis, and ne retused to read --

it.

be damned."”

Q Sam, we need this information -- you can broadcast

MR. DONALDSOwW: I know you do --
Q You can o it somewnere else.

MK. DONALDSON: ‘I'nis 1s all iive.

9] We all necu it,.
Q SO winat?
(®] I understanu tihat. Then let nim speak.

MR. DONALDSON: -- Admiral Vanderbilt said, "The public
Right?

Q Let the Spoukesinan speaxk, please,
9] -- last gusstion.
MR. SPEAKES: [ can't until you feilouws finisn.

V) Larry --
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MR. SPEAKES: You're guing to have to establish some
ground rules among yourselves or this will look like the Amal press
conference. It alrecady does.

MS. THOMAS: Larry, I want to say --

MR. SPEAKES: Helen, 1'm sorry.

MS. THOMAS: You knew you were on TV, and you should have
let the public know what was in the letter.

MR. DONALDSON: Well, he doesn't care about the public.

MR. SPEAKES: Pardon?

MS. TIHOMAS: You should have let the public know what =-

MR. SPEAKES: Sam, do you want to state that again?

MR. DONALDSOWN: I don't think you care about the public,
if you tease the pubiic which is watching by saying you have a letter
from the President of tne United States --

MR. SPEAKES: Weil, I tinink --

MR. DONALDSON: -~ put you won't =--

MR. SPEAKES: -- you should make scome decisions among
yourselves as to wihetiher you can handle this in @ live broadcast
manner, or whetner you would like to handle it in some other manner,
I'm golng to leave that tu tie press courps to sort out among
themseives.

I come here to give you information. I am prepared to
give you information on the President. But I can't do it when
there's a circus atwmcspnere taking place on the frunt row.

J Larry, can we continue with the briefing, please?

MR. SPERKES: We will continue with the briefing. 1'il
oegin in the oack.

Q Could you tell us whether tie dacision to sign this
letter was made in the meeting you described witn Fred Fieluing --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

9] -- ana yourself and Don Regan?

MR. SPEAKLS: Tihe decisiocn was made there vy the
President in that wmeeting that took place around 10:30 a.m. tnis
noirning.

Candy.

Y] 1f I couiu clear up == you said eariiexr the letter
was signed at 11:32 a.m., but Reagan left his sulte at il:15 a.m.

MK, SPEAKES: 10:32 a.m., the letter was siyned. He left
the suite at li:id a.m. Surgery degan at 11:48 a.m.

Johanna.

Q Do you xnow specifically what drugs he wiil be unuder
and whether --

M. SPEAKES: I'mm surry. 1'm having -- getting you over
tne front-row volume.

U Do you know specifically what drugs he wiil be
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taking by way of anesthesia and how long they take to wear off?
MR. SPEAKES: It will be a matter of hours.

Q But you don't Know which drugs they are and now
gregqy --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, I do, but I uon't think we're going
into tnat kind of detail.

Q Larry, 1is this --

MR. SPEAKES: The surgery is plannea to take about three
hours, give or take an hour. And tnen the recovery time would just
be a matter of a very few hours after that.

Q Larry, is this a formal transfer of power under the
25th Amendment? The letter doesn't state that clearly one way or the
other.

MR, BPEAKES: Cnris, you have to read the letter. I
tnink wnen you read it, you'll understand it.

Q2 Larry --
Q No, 1t doesn't say that, cone way or tihe uther.
MR. SPEAKES: Read the beginning of tig -- the end of hte

tirst paragraph and you'll understand.

Q ile says, "incapable of discnarging the
Constitutional powers and Jduties ot the vffice of tihe Presldent of
tne Unitea States.™

Mr. BPUARES: Read the end of the second parayrapii, last
senterice.

Q ile says, "I uo aot believe that the arafters of tals
Amenuneant 1ntenued 1ts application to situations such as this iunstant
une." But tien the next wourd is “nevercheless.”

I von't understand why you can't telil us whether tinis 1s
a tormal kransfer of power or not.

M. SPEAKES: Caris, we're golng to let the letter speak
for itself. Thls is an impurtant document, and it is one that says
@xactly what we waat it to say. Anu that's where we want to leave it
there.

9] Are you guing to tell us wihethaer or not it's a
formal transfer?

M. SPEAKES: It meets the reguirements, as reguired
under tne Constitution. It's a decision the President makes about
how ne wants to operate. That's it.

Q well, may I ask the guestion, if tnere were no 4bth
Amendment, would the President ve able to transfer power, just
pecause e tiwught Lt was thne rlgnt thing to wo?

MR. SPEAKES: Sure,., de could Jdu 1t by lecter.

fledlen.

) LArry, Coulu yul say what really prompted the
President to do tills?  Because yestevday I tnilnk, basically, we werc

glven tae iwpression tilat 1t wouldn't be =-

MR. SPEAKES: oo, ma'aam.
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Q No?

MR. SPEAKES: No. If you got that impression, you got it
wrong.

Q But is -- Oxay. Then was there anything -- one
thing that promptad tne President --

MR. SPEAKES: No. As I told you yesterday, repeatedly,
and told you this morning, repeatedly, there are procedures anq we
will have tnose procedures in place. The procedures were put 1n
place, pased on a Presidential decision.

Q So this was decided yesterday that --

MR. SPEAKES: No. It was dJdeciuea oy the President 1in a
10:30 a.m. meeting this morning.

Q would it be fair to say, Larcy, that the President
is not recognizing that tine 25th Amendment must be invoked in suci
sltuations, but in tinis particular case, he 1s choosing to do so?

MR. SPEAKES: As 1 indicated, tne President lays 1t out
very specificaliy how he wants it worded. And I tanink you'rcre Jjust
going to have to uraw your conclusions from this and let tne letter
speak for itself.

Q Larry, 1s there any --

MR. SPEAKES: I do not intend to ampilfy on it.

Gary.

Q Larcy, is 1t pusslble that this will e rescilaoded Ly
the ena of tie day?

MK. SPEAKEL: Yes, 1t is centirely possivie and expected.

9] Lacry, is tihere any historical precedent tor thils
type of ictter?

MR. SPEAKES: Paruon?

W2 Any historical precedent for thls type --

ME. SPEAKES: There 1s not.

2 wWhen George Busii uecided tu return to Wasinington, he
must have already kauwn about tihe iletter. Had a decisioun =-- very

closge ~-—-

MK. SPEAKES: Walt a minute., OStop rigit tiere and say --—
wiiy would you say tnat?

Q He must have known that thz2y were making their
decision and tihe decilsion was propbably going to be this one. Is that
why he returneau?

MR, SPEZAKES: No. 1 mean, your premise 1is wrong,
Alessandra, that he must nave knuwn 1s not necessarily true.

v But he was pretty cluse to guessing tnat this was
what was going to happen, and tnat's wny he returned,

MR. SPEARES: DNo, 1t's not.

Q You had no inkling whatsoever that this might
happen?

M. SPLEARES: Tilds had certainly been discussed with him,
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been discussed with him in tne past. But that's aot tihe reason he
returned.

Q But in his phone cali --

MR. SPEAKES: And he did not know the President's
decision at the time.

Q But in his phone calls witin Don Regan, surely tiis
eventuality came up.

MR. SPEAKES: Sure, they've discussed it, yes. And
tiley've discussed it with their Counsel. But, as far as this -- as
this weing the reason for the Vice President's return, no. The Vice
President wanted to do it because of his close, personal reiationsiip
Wwitn the Reagans.
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@ =-- a medical guestion. ilas the President, in the last
14 months, or duiring this present year, ever had a barium enema?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tnink so, George. I don't thnink
he's nad any in connection witn his regular medical exams, and tnat
would be the only case tnat it would be.

Q Tne sigmoidoscopy tnat he had, was it rigid orx
tlexible, do you know?

MR. SPEAKES: Flexible, I pelieve.
Q Was it after 19847
MR. SPEAKES: I think botin were flexible.

Q At the time tnat the first polyp was tound, 14 months
ago, wny didn't he have tnem colost~ -- I can't say it either.

1iR3. SPEAKES: The full examination? I think that thne
first polyp was penign, as was tne second one, and doctors at otn
times advised that it was not necessary to do so at tnat time.

Q But it's not a guestion of whetner it's benign or
maligunant. The guestion is whetner or not there's some tnere and tne
only way that you can tell is if you take a good look.

MR. SPEAKES: Tnat's rignt.

2 Especialiy since it's tine President of the United
States, way wouldn't they have taken a good look throughout nis whole
colon?

MR. SPDAKES: Tihe proctoscopic exam that ne underwent in
potn cases is yuite extensive, not nearly as extensive as tne one he
nad yesterday, but nevertileiess it was tihe medical advice. Doctors
will give you varying opinions on it. There's ovne school of thought
that you need not have another examination because tinis one is
benign. Tnat is a very definite scnool of tihougnt in the medical
profession, but at this time tney eiected -~ since they were ygoing to
go back in and remove this polyp =-=- tnat tney would nave tne full
examination.

Q DBut also the doctors wili tell you tinat if they nad
looked after the first polyp that they may have seen something,
because tne size -- You describe it as a large polyp, that polyp
could nave been growing for tne last 14 months, couldn't it?

MR. SPEAKLS: Prowably ionger in doctor's estimatcion,
yes.

Q So if tney nad done the more extensive procedure 14
montis ago, they would ihave seen it.

MR. SPEAKES: Taat's true, but then again, tnere's --
tnis nas oeen tnere for a time. I beileve my medical knowledge is
correct tnat it's not a rapidly growing polyp and --

Q -- put the Piesident at amure risk Ry not looking for
it 14 months ago?

MR. SPEAKES: I can't make that judgmenc.

¥ Larry --

V] Larry, did tne President consuit with anyone else
about turning over tile transfer of government other than Don Regan
and Freda Fielding?

“YR. GSPEAKES: o, but tine President's own statf made
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extensive consultations witi legal authorities including the Attorney
General and the Justice Department.

9] Did anyone taik to anyone from the Supreme Court?

MR. SPEAKES: Not to my knowledge but I don't know the
answer to that for sure.

Yes, ma'am.

Q -- anotner medical question. Do you Know whetner
tnis polyp is over a centimeter or not?

MR. SPEAKES: I do know tne size, but we're describing it
as a large polyp. Perhaps we can be more precise when the surgery is
completed.

Y] Are we going to be able to talk to some physicians?

MR. SPLAKES: Probably so, yes. But winat information are
you not getting tnat you want to get from a pnysician? Anything
specific tnat you're missing?

Q Lacrcy --

Q Yes, I'd like to know the size of the polyp.

vR. SPERKES: Well, I could give it to you --

Q I'wm a medical writcec.

{iR. SPEAKES: I understand that. I know tine size of tine
polyp and I know tne location of tne polyp, ibut I choose not to give
it at this time. Pegcnaps afterwards, eitner I will give it or a

physician will.

Q Larry, 40U perceiit of tnese polyps that look benign
turn out to pbe cancer, and then tne guestion, of course, is --

MR. SPEAKRLS: You read Dir. Hoffman tihis wmorning?
Q Well, it's a Hopkins study.
MR. SPEAKES: I understand.

V] The guestion is spread =-- tine possibility is
nicroscopic spread that cannot ve picked up on a CAT Scan, and yet
you said tinere was no evidence of spread in tine abdomen. How can you
tell us tnat and where did you get tnat kind of information since --

MR. SPEAKES: If you will iook carefully at what I said,
I said tine CAT Scair revealed no evidence of spread. And I'm sure
that once the suryery 1s underway, tuney'll do a carefui examination
of the area, tney will do a careful examination of any tissue
removed, and that will oe their decisioa.

Q Excuse me. Is tnis --

0 Larry, 1s 1t the administration's view that, absent
the 25th Amendment, tne President could nave sent this same kind of
letter aind had tuis same Kind of temporary trausfer of power?

MR. SPEAKES: I would assume tiat any President could
have, in the past oefore tne 25tn Amendment was passed, by -=-—
delegate autnority by letter. I guess Woodrow Wilson could have.

Q Full aucthnority, pill signing autnority -- tnat kind
of thing?

MR. SPEAKES: I aon't know. Tnat's a hypotnetical
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because we're only deaiing with the 25th Amendment discussion that --
because we do have the 25th Amendment.

12 But tie yuestion is, minus the 25th Amendment, the
President could have delegated any kind of authority ne wanted to on
a temporary basis?

MR. SPEAKES: You mean a previous President?

Q No, this President. Minus tne 25tn Amendment, tinis
letter -~

MR. SPERKES: That's a legal question thnat I'm sure would
be debated weeks on end by legal scholars. 1 don't Know the answer
to that.

Sam?

Q Larry, Bircn Bayn, who, as you kiaow, was head of tne
Constitutional Subcommittee, tine Senate Judiciary Committee that
wrote the 25tn Amendment, insists tnat it was written for this very
instance. That is, because of Lyndon Jonnson's operation, that and
otner tnings tinat happened in tne '60s and going back to EBEisenhower
and his operation -- thney wrote it just to cover tunis kind of
situation. Wny does tne President feel that it wasn't meant for this
situation?

MR. SPEAKES: Tnat's the President's judgment based on
discussions neld witniin tne legal minds of the government.

Bill.

Q Did tine President talk to tihie Speaker tiis morning?

MR. SPEAKES: The President has not spoken to the Speaker
this morning. I'm not aware of any telephone calls this morning that
he's made.

Q Larry --
Y] Is tnere a plain to take any --

MR. SPEAKES: Don Regan was planning -- plainned to do
tnat.

Q We were told tnat tihe President also spoke to -~

MR. SPEAKES: I'll nave to check but I'm not aware of any
pnone calls.

Q Wno did Regan call exactly? Can you give the list?

MR. SPEAKES: Who did he call?

9] Regan.

MR. SPEAKLES: He spoke to -~ he planned to wien I left
hiim a few minutes ago to speak to Senator Tihurmond and Speaker
O'Neill.

Yes.

Q Is tinere a plan to take any lympnh nodes to rule out
microscopic spread --

MR. SPEAKES: Take any wnat?
Q Lymph nodes, to rule out microscopic spread ot this

thing, in case it should --
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MR. SPEAKES: I think we'll nave to ask the surgeons
that. They had planned to, as is common in surgeries of these types,
to remove certain parts of tine lymph nodes in the area of the blood
supply and a certain portion of the intestine. And that would be
examined.

Peter?
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v, Have doctors given you any estimate about a minimum
of how many hours it will take before the President is able to advise
the Vice President -- he is able to discharge the duties?

MK. SPEAKES: Yes. They've given us a time frame. 1I'd
prefer to leave it at the moment as a matter of hours -- a very few
hours after the completion of the surgery.

Q Can you tell us how long the -- how long he'll be in
anesthesia after the surgery is completed?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, he won't be receiving it, he will be
coming out from under it, but as I say, it probably will be a matter

of just a few hours ~- very few hours.
Q Larry --
Q Larry, when the Vice President made his personal

decision to return to Washington, had he had any conversations with
the White House, Fielding or Regan concerning the legal situation
that would occur when the President was --

MR. SPEAKES: My judgement is yes, there had been some
discussion between Don Regan and the Vice President, but
specifically, I don't know the details of it, and as I say, the
decision was not made, and at the time the decision was made, the
Vice President was in the air.

Frank?

Q Just to be very clear about this, though, the
President is not transferring authority under the 25th Amendment --
he's doing it through this letter -- does this make the Vice

President the acting President?

MR. SPEAKES: Frank, I'm just yoing to leave the letter
as it stands. We really don't want to amplify on it anymore than
what's in the letter. It speaks for itself, and ~-

0] It doesn't speak for itself, and I want all of us to
be able to be clear about this, because I think the American people
have a right to know. Is the Vice President now the acting
President?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, as I say, we'll stick with the
letter. Were there other questions?

¢ Yeg. Larry =--

¥R, SPEAKES: I tell you what I would like to do is
discontinue the live coverage and go on background and give you
guidance on this, because I tnink you need it.

But go ahead, Mike == let's get all of the on-the-record
guestions.

Q Larry, at one point on this -- on the letter, are
there any decisions -- Presidential-level decisions anticipated
during this period, or were there when the letter was signed?

MR. SPEAKES: ©Noc, no. If you look at the constitutional
-- the powers of the President under the Constitution, there are
things like the right to appoint, the right to assign veto
leyislation, et cetera, et cetera; none of that is anticipated.

Q And the Vice President agrees not to take any action
like that?

MR. GPSAKES: No. I don't think that type of agreement
was sought from the Vice President, and the relationship as the
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President alludes to between the Presicent and the Vice President is
extremely good, and the two are in sync on policy matters, and I
don't foresee anything like that, or the necessity for it.

Q While we're on-the-record, could you tell us what
Mrs. Reagan will be doing during the time of surgery —-- any other -~

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. DMrs. Reagan is having lunch, and
she's waiting in the President's suite, and she will receive updates
through the surgery.

0 Who is with her, Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: Jim Rosebush, her Chief of Staff, and
that's it. Her brother, Dr. Davis -- Richard Davis -- is coming to
be with her later this afternoon.

Q -— briefing schedule the rest of the day?

MR. SPEAKES: The briefing schedule is, we will probably
notify you in a less formal way when the surgery is completed, and
then we will come down in a couple of hours.

Yes?
Q -- will you be briefing here?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. We'll come down in a couple of hours,
and I'll talk to the doctors, and chances are one of the suryeons
will come down with me.

Q When he comes out of the surgery, will you have a
formal briefing --

MR. SPEAKES: No =-- just a notification, unless I've got
another quip or two.

Q And then you think -- I mean it's -- and then you
think a couple of hours after that, you'd come down --

MR. SPEAKE3: Well, it may not be that long, Chris. You
know, say you finish at 3:00 p.m., it could be an hour, two hours
after that, but it depends on how long the doctors want tc monitor,
how long they want to sit and talk among themselves, how long they
want to sit and talk with us, and so we'll be here as quickly as we
can.

Yes?

Q -- is there some assurance that we can talk to socue
doctors this afterncon?

IMR. SPEAKES: Well, you'll be all right. Yes, we'll
probably have a doctor down, but, like I say, if you've got anything
that's troubling you right at the moment, I think we can get an
answer for you, either here or run somebody down.

U I'd like to know whether this polyp is the kind that
has a stalk, or is --

MR. SPEAKLS: WNo, it's the flat kind.

Q Sessile kind?
MR. SPHEAKES: Sessile kind, exactly.
Q This transfer was not decided yesterday. Can you

just say what some of the reasons were for deciding to do it today?
] —-- some new -- some of the new --
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MR. SPIZAKES: For deciding to do it today? As I
indicated yesterday, as Don Regan did -- but there were discussions
going on, and when we had some -- a presentation we wanted to make to
the President, we sat down and talked with him, he made his decision,
50 -—-

Q -- new today, or any new reasons for wanting to do
it today when they didn't decide yesterday?

LiR. SPEAKES: Well, there was no call to decide
yesterday. It was a continuing discussion, and -- among the Counsel,
among the Chief of Staff, among others of us in the White House, with

the Attorney General, with the others in the Justice Department,
Research, and then they visited with the President this morning.

Q Is this unprecedented, Larry -- this --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. As far as we know, there is no
precedent for this.

Q When the President decides to transfer power back,
or to take power back, how will he go about doing that?

MR. SPEAKES: By letter to the Vice President.

Q So it was really the recommendation of all of his
aavisors that this be done?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, as I say, that we sit down and talk
with the President, and we discussed the situation in full this
morning at 10:30 a.m., and this was the decision he made.

c Is this the first time that he had discussed it ~-
that this possibility that he might have to --

MR. SPEAKES: No, it's not. I think there had been other
discussions prior to coming to the hospital in the White House.

Q How long was the discussion today before he signed
the letter?

MR. SPEAKES: Ten minutes.

Q viag McFarlane involved in those discussions, Larry?

FMR. SPEAKES: Bud McFarlane has been kept abreast, and
we've talked to him about it. He was not here at the hospital today,
but we have talked to him about it this morning and yesterday.

Q We have pictures of him coming in here today.

MR. SPEBAKES: Bud?

Q Yes.

Q Yes, he was here.

MR. SPEAKES I didn't see him. What time did he come

*»

in?
Q Well, maybe he was --

MR. SPEAKES: Maybe he's still wandering around trying to
find --

| @]

Maybe he's on the phone or something.

Q He might be on the phone.

MORE #1495-07/13



|
bt
(=3}

i

MR. SPEAKES: Could be, but I -- you know, we talked to
him at the White House at 11:30 a.m.

) Larry --

Q Larry, does the return of power require a letter

from the Vice President as well as the President?
MR. SPEAKES: Iiike, I don't think so. I don't think so.
Q Larry, if -=-
G -- and I would like to say that I think that

stories would be a lot clearer if we could have a doctor to whom we
can address our questions.

MORE #1495-07/13



- 17 -

MR. SPEAKES: Do you have a question that's pending
that's troubling you and maybe I can get it for you now if you have a
problem. Otherwise, I said I would talk to the doctor and perhaps
bring him down this afternoon.

Q I think that a lot of your questions are very vague
and I think that this story will be more focused and more clear =--
clearly detailed if we could have a dialogue with the doctor because

MR. SPEAKES: Okay, well what's your question that's

vague?

Q I don't have one right now, but I think when the
operation is over, we'll have a lot of them.

MR. SPEAKES: I'm sure you will. And I think we can -- I
think we'll be very helpful. I don't -~ having been through more

than one of these things in the past, I think we have been very
forthcoming and straightforward with you and others and I think you
had sufficient information to provide your stories.

Q Well, just, say, on the basis of past experience in
-=- in Louisville, it's a much more clearer presentation when doctors
dialogue with the press.

MR. SPEARES: We'd probably get Dr. De Vries here if we
got him on a plane now. (Laughter.)

Q Larry, in the event the transfer back of power, or
vwhatever language you want us to use to describe this =-- happens
before you are ready to brief on surgery, will you notify us here?

MR. SPEAKES: That what?
Q ¥hen Reagan sends a letter to --

MR. SPEAKES: We'll notify you. I wouldn't anticipate it
until late afternoon. So --

Q You wouldn't anticipate it until after the briefing
on the surgery?

MR. SPEAKES: Probably be after that. Yes. But we'll
let you know.

Q Larry, Dr. Joanna Shaw. In the presence of hidden
blood in the stool, or a polyp, it is customary medical procedure to
take an entire look at the colon from beginning to end. Are you
really saying that it was sufficient, on medical basis, to just do a
sigmoidoscopy --

MR. SPEAKES: Well, if you talk about hema -- he -- blood
in the stool, that's not necessarily true. As we pointed out, there
was —-- there were tests betore the President's examination. Those

tests revealed the presence of something that appeared to be a
positive.

Q It was either --

MR. SPEAKES: It could have been a --

Q -—- or not --

MR. SPEAKES: No. It could have been a false positive.
Have you heard about what causes -- sometimes causes a false positive
in these --

Q Yes indeed. I'm a medical physician and I know
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exactly what causes a false positive.
MR. SPEAKES: Red meat or some vegetables do.
Q Yes --

MR. SPEAKES: The President was retested following his
examination and there were a number -- an exceptional number of
negatives that --

Q Still, with a history of polyps, it would be
standard medical procedure to take an entire look at the colon. Even
if we're talking March -- it would have been customary procedure
either to do a barium x-ray with air contrast or a colonoscopy at
that time. And, in fact, in the first instance when the polyp was
discovered, it would be standard medical procedure to do a routine
examination of the colon.

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can say to you, and I think you
recognize it if you would like to, that there's more than one school
of medical thought on this. And, that was the advice given.

Q -~ advice.

MR. SPEAKLS: Pardon?

Q So you are saying, in fact --
Q This is silly.
Q -~ that a limited cxamination of the colon is

standard medicel procedure in the prescence of a polyp?
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MR. SPEAKES: As 1 said, that was the madical
recommendation given to the President and to his family and to his
staff. The President accepted it. You will find out that there are
two scnools of medical thought on this, and we followed the one that
was given to us.

Q Larry --
Q Wno gave that medical opinion?
MR. SPEAKES: The physicians that were participating.

Q His personal pihysican or tine White House physicians
or expert medical advice from a gastroenterologist or --

MR. SPEAKES: We got a number of opinions on it and that
was tne basis of our decision.

Q So the doctors refuse to be identified, giving this
decision?

MR, SPEAKRES: We don't customarily iaentify the
doctor-patient advice. 1Is that custom in your profession? Is that
part of your medical etinics?

v} I tning when it's the President of the United
States, perhaps somebouy should know who's giving tae opinion to the
President and whose advice he is following --

MR. SPEAKES: No.

Q -- because especialiy when, if you are correct in

suggesting tnat tnere might be a difference of opinion, wiich I
wonder about.

MR. SPLEAKES: You mean you don't tiink there's a
difterence of opinion?

Q I don't taink there's a difference of opinion on
cineckiny out tihe entire colon, and tne President's eilther.

MK. SPEAKES: ‘lthere certainly is.

9, 1Tne doctors that conducted that examination are on
-~ thelr names are on record, it's a matter of record. RKignie?

MKk. SPEAKES: But not tiae ones tiniat were consulted witi
by tnose doctors.

Q Larry, dia the President decide to write tnis letter
because of any national security deveivpments or concerns from
intelligence tnat mignt have developed in the last few nours?

biik. SPEAKES: I would steer yuu away frowm tnat.

Q I also --
U wWnat did he say?
Q -— recall 1n Lydl when tine President was operataed

on, cdn we assume tnat something like tnis was not done because there
wasa't aavance planning? In other words --

#IR., SPLAKES: I can't guite hear you, Owen. Do you
assume wnat?

u When tne President was belng operated on in 1981,

there was no simllar letter written. Can we assume that's because
there wasn't any advance warning, it was a spontaneous -—-
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MK. SPEAKES: Wasn't any advance warning, and as you may
recall from tne history of tane occasion, the majority of the Cabinet
including tne Vice President at a point within a couple of hours was
assembled in the White House.

Q Larry, can I follow up on that? Did the episode in'
1981 influence the President's thinking as to how this one should be |,
approached?

MR. SPEAKES: In 1981, we made a very thorough review in
the White House of all of the circumstances including the legal
circumstances. And we took ail of that into consideratioan, our
discussions at that time and subsequent to that, in making this
decision.

Q Tne review was after tne assassination attempt, you
reviewed what had happened and you took that into account this time?

MR. SPEAKES: That's right, yes.

Q I think thney've gone off of live TV. Maybe you --
you talked aovout giving us some background inforwation.

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. Are we comfortable? We'll nave to
cut tne lights down and -~

Q Larcy, one more tining. How are these Letters being
deliivered and by whom? What's tine process to get the message to
Busi?

MR. SPEAKES: They will be delivered by a messcnyger, out
I don't know wilether -- I yuess a guy will come out here and get 1in a
car and go. It could be one of the Congressicnal lialson peopic.
Maybe I could find ocut for ycu.

Q Larry, where, physically, will Busn be located
during this period when tne President is unconscious?

MR. SPEAKES: 1 belicve he is in his resiuence, pbut we
can cneck tnat to see 1f he's gone to nhis office at the White House.

Q You expect him in the White House later was the
answer to that?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICILalL: All right. Lights. Can
thne liynts gou down witinout probiem or do we have to wait? wWnen I sce
the eyes ge away from the cameras, taen I know we're off.

Let me speak on DEEP BACKGROUND, and then if you wish to
change 1t, I can give you the -- really, the whole story.

First of all, we're dealing witin -- in an unprecedented
situation, a situation that is clearly uancharted as far as the legal
end of it. There's pbeen a considerable amount of research, as we
pointed out, since 1lY¥i, anu a more intensified research over tne
last week ur so to try to determine which way we wanted to go on
tnis.

Q Last weeik?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Sure. #wnen it was
vbvious the President was coming to the hospitail and that ne would be
under some form of sedation yesteruay.

Q There were Presidents in the past --

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Pardon?
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Q There have been Presidents 1in the past who --
SENIOR ADMIWISTRATION OFFICIAL: I can't hear you.
W There have pbeen Presidents in the past --

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: There has been no

preceaent for the use of tne 25th Amendment. We're talking legal,
not medical.

Q Let him -- go ahead.
Q Let me finish tiais.
Q Finish what you --

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION: Tne lady wants to argue
precedence. As 1 say, legal, not medical.

Q I didn't say preceaence -- no. Go ahead. You
didn't understand me. 1It's okay.

V) Finisn.
SENIOR ADAINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I'm trying to.

So there were considerable Jdiscussiovas abcut thils -- how
to do it. We not only were dealing witn no prececdence in the past,
pbut we knew that we were in the process of settiang precedence. And
this President or future Presidents who might waat to nave a tooth
pulled or mignt have tne type of surgery or procedure tnat he had
yesterday wihere ne was mildly sedated, obut not fully sedated, and
where does it come into play.

Questions iike, does the 25th Amendment look at a Wouodrow
Wilson-type situation wiere a president either can antlcipate or
perhaps not anticipate a long puricd of incapacitation. All that was
reviewad. This is guing to ve a very orief period of just tnree
nours for tae surgery, roughly, and just a few hours after tnat as to
whea he'll be fulily rational and able tc make any decision.

Then you look at wiat powers were tu be transferred as 1
alluded to in the ocn-the-record -- that there are a limited, only a
limited number of actions, ailmost none, that would have tc be done --
appolntments, sign wills, or things like that -- uuring tnis time
period. Sou the President, in order to be wihat he felt like was beiny
on tne safe side on 1it, he decided tils was tine tning to do.

We know that people are going to lcocok back at what we did
to ve sure that we had taken all tne prudent steps to be absolutely
up to speed and abie te coperate the Executlive Brarncii and make
decisions on bdenalf of the guvernment. SO we took this step.

Now, you can see there's a caveat 1n tnere about whether
we really beileve 1in tne
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-- that tnis is a 25th Amendmeant situation. Tnat's why I was very
careful apout what I was saying.

On the other haind, we are making the step to take this
change of power, so, I guess you could say, for all practical
purposes, George Bush is Acting President and this is tantamount to a
25tnh Amendmenc. That's apbout as nelpful as I can be.

Q -- ain actual 25tH Amendinent?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think I would have to
pin the lawyers down again -- talk to Fred again aoout that to be
sure. We'rce clearly leaving ourself the little out tinere about tne
President.

I nope everybody realizes I'm speaking on DEEP CACKGROUND
and this is what you write yourself and it's not ftor attribution to a
Senior Officiai or anybody.

David's waiting.

Y] In 1981, as you know, there was some criticism after
tne fact of now it was handied, and you seem to De saying that what
you wanted to do this time was avoid the criticisms afterwards that
you weren't prudent and take this proper --

HMR. SPEAKES: Tuat's one of the factors, David, tihat we
looked at, because, certainly, as I say, we're in an unprecedented,
uncharted legal waters and, certainly, we'll have a lot of looking
over our shoulder after tiis is over, and we wanted to pe sure that
we were on solid legal ground, without setting that precedent that
would oind this President or otners.

Mike.

Q Is tnere any uestion in tne mind of anyone in the
administration tilat the Vice President is, rignt now, capable of
commanding tne Armed Forces of tine United Scates?

MR. SPCAKES: No. Tnere's no guestion in anyone's mind
that tihne Vice President is awle to act as a basis of this letter. We
believe it's taorougnly reseaircined. It's pased on opinion of the
Actorney Cenerai, and it's —~- or the Justice -- Attoraney Ceneral --
and it's fuliy implemented. And, if you will note the provisions of
the 25th Amendment, this meets all tnose provisioans. 80 we're really
tiptoeing, 1is all it amounts to.

Q would you agree to put that statement on tihe
Y g P
record?

MR. SPEAKES: What aid I say?

Q Tnat tnere is no guestion --
Q There is no question.
Q

-- the Vice President is able to act on tine basis of
this letter.

SEHIOR ADHMIHISTRATION OFFICIAL: Way don't you say
"Administration Officials velieve that the letter gives a solid legal
basis for the Vice President to act witnh tne tull powers of the
Presidency"?

Q2 Absent the 25th Amendwent. What did your research
show you gave the President the power, absent the 25tn Amendment, to
turn over his office to anyone avsent a resignation?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: In otner words, if we
had not -- if we said this isin't the 25th Amendment, nunh?
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Q You have said. I gather you said --

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I would guess, Sam, that
you -- that if there was some debate about it, that is this a legal
document?

] Does it have to be if George Bush --

SENIOR ADMINISTRPATION OFFICIAL: I mean, see, ie could
nave written a letter to say, "Dear George" =-- you can do -- you
know, you've got my power to —-— I give you the authority to act in my
stead with tne -- without wmentioning tihe 25tih Admendment.

Y] That's my qguestion. Do they think the Constitution
gives a President, except for tihe 25tnh Awmendement, the power to say,
"I'm not going to discharge the duties of my office." Let George do

it."

CENIOR ADMINIETRATION OFFICIAL: I tiaink there is at
least tinat option, put I would guess if it was reviewed in a judicial
manner after tne fact, I guess people would try to =-- whether they --
being incapacitated would come into play there. I -~ it's a legal
question that's proobably subject to endless debate.

Jonn?

Q When tnose wiho were involved in drafting the 25th
Amendrent that 3am cited, Birch Bayh earlier, said tnat it was
dratted precisely to cover such situations, why does the President,
in the letter, maintain tnat ne doesn't believe tihe drafters intended
such ~-

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Tnere is a body of
Conyressional record of debate in the Congress as tinis was done as --
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and I can cite it to you =-- that what constitutes incapacitation =--
is it a long period, is it a short period? So, that's part of it.

Q What sort of circumstances do you think the 25th
Amendment should be invoked on?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, it depends. It's
in the mind of whoever wants to invoke it. 1Is it for a bit of a
period where you're having your wisdom teeth taken out, or is it for
a period like yesterday, when our opinion and our judgment that the
President would have been capable of acting, had a guestion arisen
during that mild sedation yesterday?

Q Forgive me, I'm still confused. Are you invoking
the 25th Amendment, or are you not?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well -~

Q You can say you mentioned it, and you might not have
had to mention it. The question is --

SENIOK ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I tried to give you
language that would probably -- that you would have to use, and that
was the administration believes that the Vice President -~ a legal
basis for the Vice President to act.

As far as the 25th Amendment, as I pointed out to you,
we're being very careful, because we are involved in a
precedent-setting situation.

Q Is there a specific --
¢} Well, what you're -- can we -- so what's the answer?
I still don't have a -- I mean, is it a yes or a no? Are you -- Or

aren't you?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think you're going to

have to say that -- and this you'll have to say on your own =-- that
hie letter is -- carefully avoids setting a precedent, and the
President so states in a caveat there -- a disclaimer -- in the end

of the first paragraph, as I pointed out to you on-the-record.

But he goes on in the beginning of the third paragraph to
say not intending to set a precedent binding anyone to hold this
office in the future. But he says, it is my intention, so you would
just have to say, maybe you can say it for all practical purposes,
this involves a 25th Amendment-like turnover of powers, but --

Q So is it fair to say you're tiptoeing around
invoking it?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: 1In fact, I used those
very words just moments ago.

@] And the reason you're tiptoeing is to avoid a future
situation with a toothache? I mean, why are you =--

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, any type of mild
sedation, Johanna, that -~- who is to determine what -- how much
sedation renders a President incapacitated, as the 25th Amendment
says, so who can make that judgment? We realize that we are in the
process of setting a precedent here, so --Jim, is that you?

Q Yes. I understand that you don't want to go -- the
25th Amendment, that you don't want to set the precedent. But if the
President believes that it is prudent tc take this step, what is the
concern for not setting a precedent, or for leaving that open to
judicial interpretations?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: This is about the fourth
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time on this. If a President undergoes mild sedation for a tooth
extraction or for a proctoscopic examination, is that incapacitation?
That's what we're trying to do, because there are degrees of it, and
I think it would have to be & judgment, and we simply don't want to
set —-- we gon't want to set a precedent, because we realize we're
doing it.

Q You're concerned
of incapacitation? Is that where

particularly about the definition
the focus is?
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

OFFICIAL: Yes.

] Larry, why can't you let this be decided on a

case~by-case basis and apply your
for three hours =--

case with the fact that he's out

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: That's basically what
we're doing here.

o, -~ that the 25th Amendment be invoked, period?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well then, the next guy
that comes along that has a two-hour, he's -- he says, well, three
hours is sort of the time limit, so -- or if he has a four-hour, he
says, "I've got to invoke it," but if it's two hours and 55 minutes,

does he invoke it?

¢} Why don't you let them make their case at the time,
ana you do yours --

SENIOR ADMINWISTRATION OFFICIAL:
we're doing here, Gary.

That's basically what

G -- sit back and wait for the 25th Anendment?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, we're just being

very careful about it. I say, for all practical purposes, yes, but
we're not saying that. Yes, it is 25th Amendment, but we're not
saying that.

Q Candy?

Q You just said it.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Wo, I said for all
practical purposes, and that's the way you should word it in your
piece. Let me once again -- this is third time ~- emphasize that
this is deep background and cannot be attributed to an administration
official or anyone. This is me trying to give you the benefit of my
Fred Fielding contracts and constitutional law.

o} -- raisiny objection --

Q Was there a difference of opinion among those
advisors that the President discussed this decision with on whether
to invoke? Everybody agreed?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. There was basically
a number of degrees of doing this, and ali of the options were
discussed by advisors. Various opinions were offered. There was no
basic cdisagreement. 'The way we do business on this or any other
mnatter is, you sinply gu before the President and say, "Here's what
we've discussed and here's some ideas. What do you want to do?" And
he didn't hesitate and said, “"This is the route I want to take."

6} Are there any medical details that you can divulge
to us under this situation, such as the size --

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. We're —- there's
really no big reason for that except just a little sensitivity here
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and there that we'd like to hold off on. I think once we finish --
and I probably will get Dr. -- the surgeon to come down With me.
What's his name?

Q Oller?

SECNIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Oller. Yes, I want to
call him "Olney" -- Olier -- Dr. Oller to come down and give you some
details, but I'd like to sit down and talk with him first, and Don
Regan would, also.

Yes, ma'am?

Q Could you be more specific about how many tests
showed blood in the stool ana how many tests were negative?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, once again, even
the President of the United States is entitled to have his
sensitivities protected. He saw the entire television coverage last
night of his lower intestine, so -- I mean, he watched the 11:00 p.m.
news last night, and so -- well, he learned a lot from it --
(laughter) -- and basically, the coverage last night was commendable.
I don't have any problems with anybody, and I don't think there were
a whole lot of second-guessers out there, although some have arrived
on the scene today.

20 -- Owen?

G -—- raised the issue of the transfer of power with
the President, and when was it raised?

SENIOR AUDMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: When was it raised?
There was ~- there have been conversations with the President in the

last week or so, and I don't have the specific day that they talked
about it.

¢ Can you give us more specific --
Q Was it Recan or ltieese, or -~
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Regan and Frea.

V) Dia he ever have a personal conversation with Bush
about it?

SENIOK ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: He and Bush have had
conversations alone, but -- well, they've certainly met in the past
week, but I don't know the details of those conversations.

Yes?
Q This is a logistics question. Is this being piged
in -- and others being piped into the Press Room downtown?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I believe it's going to
the White House, yes.

Q How much of a surprise was it for both the President
and his doctors -- the finding of this other polyp?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: They knew the
probability of this kind of thing and they had certainly discussed
it, but honestly, we were -- we had two schools of thought about if
ycu have a benign polyp of the type that we had, you remove it, and
you have to do no more.

G Are we still on deep background? If so, can we go
to background, at least?

IR. SPEAKES: Let me give you sometliing on-the-record
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that Pete's got for us. Richard Hauser, who is the Associate
Counsel, I believe the Deputy Counsel at the White House, delivered
this letter to Senator Thurmond's office and Representative O'Neill's
office. After Don Regan spoke to them, Regan called at approximately
12:00 noon, at about tlie time the President went under the general
anesthetic.

Will there be another letter? Yes, there is a letter
that goes to Thurmond and O'Neill. ©No letter to the VP, but he will
be advised. The VP is at his residence, so -- okay.

Back on-the-record, or do you want to stay on --
whatever?

Q On-the-record.
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: All right.

o) When does this transfer go back -- of power go back
to tine President? Dces he have to write another letter, or =--

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: That's just what I said,
yes. He will write & letter to the Vice Presicent.

Q He writes a letter and signs it? So that will be --
I mean, will he -- after he --

SE{IOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Late this afternocon,
after he comes out and the doctors make & determination that he's
certainly no longer incapacitated by the surgery.

So --

Q Can you give us a general idea when you might be
back this afternoon?

SENIOR ADHMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I would think, barring
getting with some lcng-winded doctors, is to do it before 6:00 p.m.
for sure, Dick -- probably not before 4:00 p.m., but if he finishes
at 3:00 p.m., it could be as early as 4:00 p.m., as late as 6:00 p.m.
That's my guess.

50 == Chris?

Q Two guestions. One, the letter says after
consultations with my counsel and the Attorney General, did the
President ever actually consult personally witli Meese?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I don'u believe so.

o And secondly, in the last 24 hours, were there any
particular meetings that you can talk about on this guestion of
transfer of power other than the one this morning in the hospital
room at 10:30 a.m.?

SERIOR ADHINISTRAWION QOFFICIAL: Well, we had discussions
yesterday afternoon at the White ilouse when we understood that the
extent of the general anesthetic and had the report of -- that we
were going ahead with the surgery today. And then --

v When was that? Was that before or after you briefed
us?

SENIOR ADMINISTEATION OFFICIAL: It was some before and
some after.

Q And who were the main people involved in that?

SCENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Donald Regan and
Fielding.
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v Was Mrs. Reagan in that meeting?
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: HWNo.
O Was McFarlane in that meeting?

SENIQOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Yes, Bud was in and out
of that meeting, yes.

v Where is the President -- in this building, and what
does his room look like?

liR. SPEAKLS: I can give you -- I've got to come to the
trivia, too. The President's room in this suite, and we have the --
I have somewhere the number of rooms and so forth in it -- is a

sizeable room, probably 15 by 30 feet. There are two single beds in
there. 1It's a typical hLosgital bed of the modern variety that raises
the back up and down.

#¥irs. Reagan brought out a number of family pictureszs --
color pictures of the family. Seated at his tableside are -- is a
picture of Mrs. Reagan alone, and the bedside table, ané then there
are other pictures of the family in the room. He is -~ he was
dressed this morning in lime-green pajamas, short-sleeve, long pants
with no collar, but a white piping around the neck of the PJs, and --

G Lime-green pajamas?
L Designer pajamas?

[i{R. SPEAKLES: tiow, the surgical suite is about two
minutes away. It's on the same floor, down a hallway with a couple
of turns. It is one that's a scrt of a co-operation there where
there are a number of surgical rooms adjacent to a center core. It
is your average surgical facility with a table in the center and
lights over it, et cetera.

It is a facility that has a -~ I went through it this
morning in my own
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wiite suit and green cap and shoe covers and it nas a viewing area on
a second level. As tar as I know, there was no one except security
to be present in the viewing area, but there are scevaral seats 1n the
viewlng area that looks over the center of the operating table.

Q What fiocor is he on ~-

MR. SPEAKES: wWuat fioor is it oun? Probabiy be just as
well we don't give tnat out.

Q This building?
MR. SPEAKES: Pardon?
Q Is it just this builaing?

MR. SPEAKES: 1 don't know whether it's in this building
or not. It's all connecteu.

V] It's not in thaet tower, 1s it?
MR. SPLEAKES: I don't think so.

Q Winat 1s the sterile rooum youu spoke of? Is that a
room before you go in --

MR. SPEAKES: No, 1t's an area in the corridor where they
uon't let people unless they are dressed in whites or greeus dgu down
the nail.

9] Diua Mmrs. Keagan have on the --

MK. SPEAKES: No, she did not and sie stupped there.

It scemed iike 1 had one more good little tidbit, put I
can't think of aaytiaing else. Frank's nad enough.

Yes, Alcessandra.

V] Winen Reagan was meeting with Kegan tnis morning,
where was he? Was he 1n nis bed or in nis --

MR. SPEAKES: He was 1n his suite in his bed with the
back cranked up where he was sitting almost upright.

Q Anc that's wherc he's been all day?

“R. SPEAKES: Yes.

Q Hooked up tu anything?

“iR. SPEAKES: He nad an 1V this morning. But that's --
there was no food given anu I presume -- well, that could have been
an antibiotic prep or I don't know whetiier it was some suort of --

what's the doctour say? Would nave been an antibiotic prep? Pardon?

Q Prupnylactic antivodies but they alsu give
antipiotics in the vein.

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 1 don't know wietner it was some sort
of suostance, wihatever the correct word fur an intravenous feeding.

Q2 wiil Mrs. keagan stay overnight tonaght?
MR. SPEAKES: No, she did not. Some peoplie had an error
on that, including Tne Times and ABC, that sie stayed overnight, and

I thougnt I was ciear oun that yesterday. She went --

e} Will she tonigyht?

MORE #1495-07/13



g That's what sne said.

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tinink sne plans to, no. Oh, also,
she plans -- did I say that? =-- plans to acst tane diplomatic
reception on Monday and deliver remarks nherself at the diplomatic
reception. Sihe has not determined =-- sne has a trip sciheduled
Wednesday and she's not deciued whether she'll do that.

Next week, we dian't have a lot on the schedule except a
couple of Congressional meetings -- one separate mecting witn the
Senate Finance Republicans, one with tihe Democrats. I think one was
4 breakfast and one was a lunch.

v Will there be no news conference this month?
(Laughter.)

MR. SPEAKES: Yeah =-- w0 anything to get out of a aews
conference, won't we.

Q When can a puol gu up to see him?

Q When was the last time tine President ate?

MR. SPEAKES: Last time he ate? It's been quite a wiile.
1 don't know what day he started on the preparation for the
proctoscopic, Sam. Let's see, that was on Friday so it could have
been Weadnesday night or Thursday. I don't gnow. It's probably a
goou day, a good 24 phours, if not 36 nours before.

Q What other rooms are tinere in tine suite?

Fik. SPEAKES: uMark, you've got my folder therc with the
room list, or you can just call them out from back -- Du you remember
the rooums in tne suite? There's a sitting room, there's a
presiaential bedroom, there are two bedrooms for aides, there's a
conference room, and tnen ovutsiue the suite, there's a nurse's
station anu a couple of equipment rooms and a --

MR, WEINBERG: Two exam rooms and a kKitchen.

MR. SPEAKES: Two exam rooms and a kKitchen.

Q which dactor spent the nigaut in the suite?

MR. SPBAKES: Dr. idutton, and I don't know whetner Dr.
Smitn -- Dr. Huttoun and Dr. Smitn both stayed out and both -- <id
they both sleep in the suite or -- I know Dr. nHutton 4id.

Q Helen had a guestion here a minute ago.

MR. WEINBERG: Yes, they ootn siept in the suite.

v DC you contemplate taking a pool up at some point
next weexk to see him?

¥R. SPLEAKES: Oh, tiiat's weli anead. We diu debate about
-- 1if wo nave nad time, we would have strung lines and worked from
that observation room, looking uown on tne suryery. But I called
Jack and he sald he couldun't get tihe lines in in time. (Laughter.)

u we'll send a doctor in.

o -— they make ali tnat stutf, (Laughter. )

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that's rignt. Yes, we should nave
brouyiht thouse guys up.

Q Any possibility of stiil photos?
MR, SPEAKES: Would I 100k like De Vries 1f 1 wore a
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white coat?
Q nNo, but --
Q tlave you seen the scar? llave you seen tne scar?
MR. SPEAKES: Pardon?
Q Any possiblity -~ any still photos?

MR. SPEAKES: Not -- tiere hasn't really been any maue,
Chris, and I don't know whether we'll do any tomorrow.

Q Well, obviously, the signing ot the loctter woulda be
sometning we'd all we very interested 1in.

M. SPEAKES: Wwe Jdidn't make a pnoto of that, really
didn't.

U You salu Mrs. Reagan will nost the diplomatic
reception, not Vice President Bush?

MR. SPZAKES: That's rignht, Mrs. Reagan plans to.

Q Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes?

Q I just want to get tnls clear. In tihe letter here,
you say, "I do not obelieve that tihe drafters of this admendment
intended this appiication to tie situation such as the instant one."”

But you are saying, 1in essence, tnat tihls is tantamount to invoking
the 25th?

SENIOK ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think that would be
the best way for you tou phrase it, as 1 say on DEEP BACKGROUND again.

Everybouy's had enough? Do you alli want to try to work
out sometning, in the calm cool, outside of tihe iights here apout how
we handle coming back? Have you all got to do talking c¢n the front
row wiien we cume nack? -

Q Well, let me just tell you somethinyg --

V] Let's talk about 1it.

MK. SPEAKES: 1 provaoly coulu have reau tie letter on
camera.

Q Yes, why diun't you read tne letter and then say you
aiun't want to discuss it, you wouldn't coumment on it --

Q tlere comes tne surpgrise tnat none of us are ready
for -- we're on the air, Live, all three of us. Our anchurmen are
saying, "What 1s this?" You know, uelegations of powers. iave we
gyot tu tell --

Q Every viewer wants tu know what's going on here.

v, -~ wivever the nell 1s watching tiis. Anc 1 mean we
apolugize to our culleagues for tine interruption, out, godudammit, we
nave a joo to uo, too.

MK. SPBAKES: Aosoluteldy.

9] Tnat's rigit.

K. SPEAKES: Now, 1f anywody's get guestions, then maybe
you'd better stay here and ask them on the recurd pecause l'm goinyg

tO see Reygan and eat. 5S¢ I'm not yoing to nold office hours.
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Anybody got any questions on tne recoru before the camera here?
There's not mucin more I can add. I mean --

Q Are you yoling to announce over a speaker when it's
over?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. We'll nave somebody come over and
announce that.

Okay, now. 1 ain't stopping.

Q Larry, now are you goiany to let us know informalliy
that the surgery is over?

MR. SPEAKES: We'll nhave somebody come to this microphone
and say it's completed, and that will be about it.

Q Upstaics?
Q Upstairs in tune filing roow?
MR. SPEAKES: Yes, we'll make a wide circulatioun.

Q fdow much warning will we get before tne formal, on
camera woriefing?

MR. SPEAKES: Oh, we'lili give yvu ten or fiftecen minutes,
I hope.

Anybody else?
THE PRESS: Thank you.
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