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10:17 A.M. EDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Bethesda, Maryland) 

PRESS BRIEFING 
DY 

LARRY SPEAKES 

July 14, 1985 

Bethesda Naval Hospital 
Bethesda, Maryland 

MR. SPEl"\KBS: Tnis morning the first words the President 
spoke wi1en we saw him we:ce, "I am amazed at now good I feel." 

At 8:15 a.m. tnis mo..:-niug "C.lle Preaiaent was t>acx: in hi3 
room here at Bethesda Naval Hospital after spending the night in the 
recovery room. As rte left the recovery room, he expressed the desire 
to walK to nis room but doctors intervened and ne was vJh~eled down 
the hallway. 

He asKed for tl1e newspapers first off, but quickly added, 
"I've got them only for tne comics." 

Dr. Dale Oller, who remained overnight witn the President 
an<.1 saw b1e President through the nignt, nas the following 
information, and these are quotes: "The President is on a 
post-operative course tnat surpasses oy 99.9 percent all patients wno 
undergo tnis type surgery. Tnat includes all patients, much less one 
wno is 74 years old. 

"So far," Dr. Oller says, "it is a spectacular 
post-operative course. Vitals are rock stalJle. Ti1at includes 
te1upe:cdture, pulse, and blood preszure, and lat> studies are totally 
as expected. · 

"Tne President has required no pain medication overni9l1t, 
ana 1n fact this morning he is virtually pain-free. The 
nasal-gastric tube remains, and will do so possibly for four or five 
days. 

"Today tne f>.cesid~nt's -- we'll simply monitor the 
President's condition and administer IV fluids." 

Last nignt tne President slept well, except like in all 
hospitals, i.le was awaKened tnrough tne night by some ot the 
attendants. 

T11e entire surgical team visited with tne President this 
morning at 7:30 a.m. They conferreu briefly anct then all went nome 
for a rest witn the exception of Dr. Smith, the Wnite Ho~se 
Physician, and Dr. Hutton, the Assistant Wnite House Physician, who 
remain at the Hospital. 

As I said, the President wa~ back in tne suite this 
morning. We visited with him. He looks well. He is sitting up 
in more or less a sitting up position in his hospital bed. He is 
fuLl of good humor. 

Mrs. Reagan is expected to arrive s11ortly. 

Don Regan, the White House Chief of Staff, spent ten 
minutes ~ith the President this morning. He gave the President 
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overnight national .security developments, and they talked over 
congressional affairs. The President expressed a strong desire to 
see action on the federal uudget this week, and the President said 
and tnis is a quote -- "I want to emphasize this week." 

The President has received a number of get-well wishes 
from foreign leaders from Europe, Asia, tne Middle East, and Central 
America. 

For those wno are keeping the histocical record, the 
second letter last night, in which the President reassumed tne powers 
ot tne Presidency, was delivered to the offices of the SpeaKer of tne 
House and to the President Pro Tempore of tne Senate. The details 
a.ce, Douglas W. Cnirdon, wno is Assistant to tne Hi1ite House 
Executive ClerK, delivered tne letter to the offices of Speaker 
O'Neill and Senator Thurmond. They were delivered at 9:05 p.rn. to 
the Senate side, anu 9:10 p.rn. to the House side. 

That is all I have. Questions? 

Q Did tne President have anything to say about tne way 
tne Vice President acted yesterday? 

MR. SPEAKES~ No, but he certainly has no cor,1plaints, and 
I am sure when the two visit that they will talk about it. 

Q Wnen will that be? 

MR. SP:cAKES: Helen -- doa't have a schedule. 

U You sa1a he is not on any metlication. He still nas 
ti.le rnorpnine tneacal SJ?ine --

MR. SPEA.KES: Yes, .i1e does. Tile i11ter-t11eacal device is 
still tnere ancl nas some effect. It takes one to two days to wear 
otf. 'ro clarity tnat, ic is an i11jection of aoouc .10 of a normal 
dose ot morphine into tne sac around the spinal cord -- lower spinal 
co.c<l. 

~ Is ne eating at all? 

MR. GPEl~KE3: No, .i1e is get ting IV fluids anu p.coba.b.J..y 
will not have auy change in that for, you know, a matter of il few 
days .i.1.ere, dnd ti1e11 he will go onto a li1.1uid <.liet, and tnen ne will 
begin to go into bland foods and soli<l foods. 

Q Is that residudl 1~1orpnine tile only llll.;!uication -- tne 
only treatment otnec than antioiotics the President is receiving 
rig11t no~v? 

i,·rn .• SPEAKES: Yes, that is, and I am not - I do.n' t know 
aoout the antibiotic treatment. 

IJ Does all tnis good ne~v::. cnange tne prognosis fo.c how 
quicKly he can get out of the hospital? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, w~ still expect it to be tne full 
seven-day period. 

Q Larry, i~ he going to do ililY wor~ at all toda~ --
paperworK today, or is he puttin~ that off untii --

MIL SPEAKES: No, chance::. are that ne will see some Hhite 
House oriefing ~a~ers, and, as ne already has, nas oegun to discusG 
con'3re.;:;sionc1J. matt.ers ctw.1 &u :t'.ortn. So i1e will be on tne job to .::;ome 
ell:ten.t tod.:1y. 

'r11e doctors uid say tney ex.1.::iect that 11~ will be up in a 
ci·1air for o.r ief periods of time for t11e day, that ne wi 11 be 
ambulatory, that he will do some reading, antl so forth. 
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to wait and see. Mrs. Reagan is due, and for the moment, that's it. 
But if there are others that come, we'll let you know. Let me get 
Norm, then I'll work on back. 

Q wfuat about Druc~•s question on any discomfort other 
than just 

Q From the tube. 

MH. SPl:AKES: He didn't complain of any this morning. I 
mean, you know, he does have a tube -- a nasal tube. But there was 
no specific complaint on his part about it. Seemed to be tolerating 
it very well. 

Owen? 

Q Can you tell us if the Vice President performed any 
function during the period he had power that 

1•IR. SPl,:;AK.E.S: Not to my knowledge, no. And I think his 
staff has said the same thing. 

So -- Johanna~• 

Q Can you tell us a little som~thing about how the 
White House will operate from this point forward? 

MR. SP LAKES: The ~sJhi te house will operate -- Don Regan 
is again here this morning. As you know, Sundays arc not normally a 
full staff day at the \l,hite House and they will not be today. The 
normal National Security functions -- and security functions and 
communications functions continue at the \vhite House today. 

Tomorrow we will have our regular 8:00 a.rn. morning 
senior stat f meeting at the \'4bi te House presided over by Don Regan. 
Shortly after that, Don Regan, Bud McFarlane, the National Security 
Advisor, and my::.elf will come here, meet briefly with the President, 
maybe stay for awhile and then go back to the White Bouse much as we 
can as usual. 

Q Vfl10 will be filling in for the President at th~ 
Finance Committee functions that are on the schedule? 

MR. SPEAKLS: At l:'inance Conuoittee tunctions? 'fhat 
hadn't been determined. I don't know whether Don Regan will do it, 
whether the Vice President will <lo it, or whether we'll simply 
reschedule. ·rhey' re on the tax legislation which could -- is not 
something that's going to be acted on this week. 

Q Ai ter the 1 81 a~sassim1 tion attempt, the Vice 
President filled in for the President on many occasions. 

1<111'. SPEAKES: And I'm sure he will on -- at this time. 

So -- Bernie? 

Q Ii:; thcr1;.J any further word on when you'll have the 
full extent of the polyp biopsy examination? 

MR. SPEAKES: 'The what -- any what? 

Q Any time on when you will have 

i•lR. SPEAKES: Not sp~cific, no. 'l'he doctor pretty well 
described the -- in detail the steps that we'd taken through the day 
totlay and U1rough tomorrow and don't expect a final report until some 
time after noon tomorrow. It could be -- in the afternoon. 

George? 
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Q Where would he give that? 

MR. SPEAKES: Pardon? 

Q Where will he give that report? 

MR. SPEAKES: Probably give that report right here. Our 
method of operation will be that we will remain in -- here at 
Bethesda tomorrow and we'll do a midmorning briefing about this time 
and an afternoon briefing which, chances are, will include the 
pathology report. And then on Tuesday morning we'll shift back to 
the White House -- probably not briefing early because I'll be coming 
out here, but briefing at noon probably. 

George? 

Q Are there any preliminary pathological reports'? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. There are none that have been relayed 
either to me or to the Reagans. 

spectacular 
operation? 

Belen? 

Q What does Dr. Oller attribute this abnormal 
not feeling any pain when you have an abdominal 

i•1R. SPEAKES: I think he attributes it to several things. 
First of all, as he said before the President's surgery, that he was 
in superior physical condition. And, as Dr. Rosenberg pointed out 
yesterday, that once thoy had -- made the incision and had an 
opportunity to look at the President's vital organs, his blood vessel 
structure, that they were amazed. In fact, the doctor said it was 
the internal workings of a 40 year old -- they were really, really 
surprised about how well the President looked an<l as he said, he 
looks great on the outside ctnd he can now attest he looks great on 
the inside. 

I'<l better do a little back. Otto? 

Q You said the PresidGnt discussed ~orne inside ma.tters 
and expressed some concern about the budget. Bob Dole was on the 
radio again this morning complaining about the -- lack of interest in 
the w•lhite House on the deficit. -- with Don Regan or --

MR. bP£AKLS: Haven't seen the .Majority Leader's latest 
blast from today. But, I can assure you that it has been noted at 
t11e highest echelons of the ~Jhi te House and -- I'm talking the 
Bethesda ~'white House. It is -- yesterday's statements by the 
Majority Leader were noted by the President and then, today very 
quickly this morning he brought up the same subject. So, it's very 
much on the President's mind. 

Q Larry, what <lid he say about it? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think the President feels very strongly 
that he has dealt in a straightforward manner with the Congressional 
leadership through the whole budget process, that he believes it's 
important that lJemocruts and Republicans alike work together because 
the deficit is important. The Qmphasis now should be placed, in tho 
President's minG, on the Douse ot Represer1tatives conferees because 
the Senate has made courageous and deep budget cuts -- taken 
courageous steps to make deep budget cuts. And they have come a long 
way. 

Now it is up to thu UousG conferees to meet them -- I 
frankly, the Senate has gone more than halfway, but the House has got 
to meet them on non-defens~ budget programs in order to cut them, in 
order to get a credible budget. 

l•iORI; #1498-07 /14 
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So -- Otto? 

0 Can we continue on th'.is? Bob Dole said --
yesterday's statement that he was going to deal less with the White 
House and more with -- Senate colleagues after being left out in the 
cold on the budget -- and there's some speculation that you're going 
to -- your dealings with Hill are going to baa lot harder as a 
result of this turn ot events on the budget. 

r-m .• SPEAKES: I think the American people will be the 
ultimate -- will put the ultimate squeeze on Washington. And we're 
prepared to make the hard choices and I think the Senate is prepar~<l 
to make the hard choices. It's now up to the House conferees. We'll 
be working with Congress as we always have. I think this Presi<lunt 
probably has dealt more closely with Congress than most. 

Q Larry --

MH.. SPEAKES: Bob? 

Q You said that you wanted this to be done this week. 
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What does the President or anyone else in White House anticipate 
doing this week to ensure that you meet that deadline on the bu6get? 

MR. SPEAKES: We'll be working very closely with the 
conferees. We have made some suggestions to them about potential 
areas for reGuction in spending. That's where we want the House 
conferees to make a maximum effort in order to reduce some of these 
programs. The Senate has, in their version of the bill, eliminated, 
as you know, entirely 13 programs. The House aoes not go nearly that 
far. They have got to come up with a number of bu~get cuts in order 
to meet them that way. 

Q Well, does this -- I'd like to follow up -- does 
this hospitalization diminish the White House ability to press that 
case? 

MR. SPEAKES~ No, it should not. 

Joanne? 

Q Larry, will the President be working the phone5? Do 
you anticipate him --

dR. SPEAK.BS: Wor:king tlie pho11es today? Be might make 
~ome telephone calls, but customarily he wouldn't ring Congressional 
lea~er~ up on a Sunday afternoon to talk bu~get. But --

Q -- you anticipate him being able to start that 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, sometime this week, certainly, he'll 
make calls. 

Jerry·? 

Q 3ack on the medical situation, were there any 
developments or complications over the night that had not been 
anticipate~? Any --

MR. 3PEAKES: ~o, they <lo not -- there were not any 
unel,pecte<l deve loprnents overnisllt. As I say, all the vital signs, 
all the laboratory tests were verJ 9000 throughout the night anJ 
again this morning. An~ the President hus made no complaints. And 
the doctors feel very good about everything. So --

John? 

Q Acll-ci.100. 

kR. SPEAKES: Bless you. 

i,-i 'l'hank you. Larry, back on some thing we talked at 
length about yesterGa1: was there any recommendation by any of the 
aoctors who consulted on the President's case that he un<lergo a 
colonoscopy -- a complete colon exam -- a year a90? 

l0iR. SPEAKES: Well, John, you had the five physicians, 
including Dr. Cattau wllo hus participated in both of these 
examinations. He answered your questions extensively, and I think 
that's the best you can do. ~e has beGn cert~inly more intimately 
involved in it than I have. So 

Uikc? 

Q Larry, following up a little bit on the same 
subject, can you tell us whether the President, learning that his 
brother b~d colon cancer, was r~lated to the timing of his decision 
to have a follow-up? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. It'a my understanJing that this was 
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made before -- the decision for roughly this timing was made 
before they were aware that the President's brother had had the same 
type of a polyp removed. 

Helen? 

Q Larry, I'm a little confusea. Does the President 
agree with Dole -- and when you say, you know, he had some thoughts 
on it -- the highest echelons and so does he think that the criticism 
is valid? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, I would think, in my opinion -- and I 
judge I reflect the President's view -- that the Majority Leader's 
pointed remarks were rather unfortunate. llut the President, while 
notiny those remarks, is willing to proceed. He's ma~e his position 
known to the Senate -- is exactly -- and they've known it all along. 
They've been involve~ in it. The emphasis, though, has to go to the 
House of Representatives and those conferees who must meet the Senate 
on cieficit reduction. 

Q Why 6oes he think they're unfortunate? 

MR. SPEAKES: Wellv they seemed a bit pointed and seemed 
to -- not to put the ~roblem where it is. I don't think you can 
fault the President or the White House for this at all. 

\t 

Dole's comments? 
Can you tell us what the Preaident <lid say about 

You said he took note of them? 

~&. SP~AKES: He took note of them. 

i-lorm? 

~ ~o you deny Dole's remark, though, that the 
President has backed away from one: of the major items in the deficit 
reduction f,dCkage which is Social Security? 

f.m. SPEAKES: Uell, we Ive been through this. 

U Well, I illean when you 

BR. SP~A~ES: Yes, we have indicated t~at the President 
-- there's a firm body of Presidential atatements concerning Social 
Security an~ the President's approach to Social Security. An6 there 
is also a consiaerable amount on the record about how we came to 
enciurse the Senz:ite co111promi.;;e. Then, there is a considerable ar,iount 
on the record about wher1 it became evident tbat the House and the 
Republicans in the House were not going to buy Social Security COLAs, 
th~t we sought to make some changes in craer to get Ceficit 
reduction. And that's where we stand. 

Yes ·: 

Q Di~ you we~n to say the President and the 
President's brother hau exactly the same type of polyp·: Did you mean 
t!1at·: I --

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not familiar with the President's 
brother's case in the detail that I am the President's, but I think 
it was in a similar location. And --

~ And the same pathological 

i•1R. SPEAKES: I Im not sure 0 

Emery? 

Q Will there be fbotografLS release~ of the President? 
Ano wbat's your briefing scheciule today? I --

HOihl \Il49G-7 /14 
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MR. SPEAKES: .3riefing schedule is come back very late 
this afternoon after I talk with the doctors and kind of get a review 
of the day and wrap it up. Don't know of any plans to release any 
photos today, Emery, but if we do, we'll get to you pretty quickly. 

Bruce? 

C Eave you discussed with the staff or with the 
doctors how you're going to pace the President's return to his full 
workload, how gradual it'll be, what kind of things that he might 
have gotten in the normal course of the day before this that you 
might filter out now and not bring --

MR. SPEAKES~ We've had those type discussions because, 
obviously, we do develop the President's schedule out for several 
weeks in advance. He'll be at the hospital 7 to 10 days. Once he 
gets back, it'll be very normal for what any patient would do with 
this type of surgery. He'll be easing back into his Presidential 
schedule. Perhaps he'll have some meetings in the Residence for a 
few days and come over to the office and conduct some meetings there. 
He'll certainly get his rest because that's certainlj important to 
his recovery. But specifically, no definite plans. But the schedule 
will be somewhat lighter for a few weeks. 

Horm? 

Q Is there any change in the plans scheduled for 
August for California? 

l\iOiw #1498-7/14 
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MR. SP£AK£S: ~o, no change yet. 

Jonn. 

0 l oelieve we we~e told earlier that Mrs. Reagan will 
host the diplomatic reception. Will that include the Boston Pops and 

M~. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q -- beforehand and so forth? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q And, second, .will you attempt to have a doctor with 
you when you present the pathological report? 

MR. SPEAKBS: ~ve' 11 see. 

Q 'l'hanK you. 

M~. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Mr. Speakds, the President went under anesthesia at 
11:28 d.m. And Mr. Bush was informed uy 111lr. Regan at 11:40 a.m. that 
he had taken over. Durinl:J that Li-minute periou, was no one in 
charge of the government and did that process reveal to you an.t 
imJ:)erfections in the process of transfer'? 

MR. ~PMKES: No, your conclusion there is a JJit off. 
When ti1e President signed the letter and it was effectively deli v~rcd 
to Congress -- and ti1at means when delivery starts -- that, in 
effect, the Vice President was in charge. So, I don't think there 
was any moment there that the Vice President was not fully aware _and 
fully empowered to op~rate. 

l thinK that we spent considerable time in looking at tne 
ramifications and our decision, our latter, as you Know, was very 
carefully worded. And I tnink, quit0 frdnKly, it wen~ oft like 
clockwork. And I don't know that anybody would have~- it's going to 
be <lifticu1t to second-guess how that worked. 

Q Could I follow up on that? Even though the Vice 
President was, in fact, in charge at tt1at moment that the letter was 
delivered, ne was unaware of that, l tdke it, and could not have 
exercised any authority -- let's say, emergency dutnority -- had the 
ne~<l arose dt that tim~? 

Mlt. ::;PBAK~S: No. You're wrong, is what I'm trying to 
say. 

.berni~. 

U Is it rigl1t to assume -- this is in follow-up to 
Joilanna's question -- thdt full Wnite Housu OJ:'erdtions will resume 
tomorrow from the White House with people shuffling up here to tell 
the President -- or to talk to the Pcesident? 

1\1.k. SPEAKi:;S: Yes, the full vJhi te House will resume. 
Really, w~ just took the wee~~nri otf to have surgery, and we're -- We 
werQ in full business on Fridat and we•11 ue in full ousiness on 
Hond~\f. 

'l'11e group ti1at comes out here will oe very smdll, and we 
won't stay tl1at long, and we' 11 confer by phone as necassary. 

Tllis JUst in: ,".trs. Haagan has arrived at ti.1e President's 
suite. Sae brought a num~er of pictures, in addition to the ones she 
orought in yesterday, to decorate his room, mai<~ it more comfortable 
and to lend a more personal air to it. The pictures a.re uoth of the 
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family and of Californid scenes. 

She talked to all mernburs of the family, all of the 
children, including tal~ing to Maureen twice in Nairobi. All of the 
children have oeen following closely the progress dnd are ooviously 
pleased to get the reports. 

tihe'il nave lunch with tile President today, and they'll 
go over the many telegrams and messages dnd goo<l wisries t11ey' ve 
received from neads of state tnat include Europe, the Far East and 
Centrdl Americdn leaders. 

Joanne. 

U Any res~onse from Gorbachev 

l"'H{. SPEAKES: Any response --

U Has ne gotten any communique or --

i•lK. SJ?BAKhS: From whom, 

Q ~rum Gorbachev? 

1"1R. ~f' l.:AK£~: l <.ion' t know. We don' t know that, do we, 
Ea? vie ~.ill kee~ a Wdtch and -- we' 11 stdnd 'Dy tile post off ice to 
hear frum the S0viets. 

Q Since the President -- the Vice President wasn't 
notifiC;'ld until l~ minutes dfter tuc Pr~sident Wli.?nt under anestiwtic 

that he didn't get the lGttar until 12 minutes afterwards -- WdS 
he notifie<l in some 0tner way? By telephone --

MK. Sl?.Li;AKBS: I think mayJ.>c the teleph0ne call dldn' t go 
until th12n, but when the P.c'==si<lent signed tne l1::;tter, and the 
notificatiun ~..,,ds made to the Hill, and tne letter was st,uted on its 
way, which WdS done very promptly, it's the opinion of the Attorney 
Generdl that once we st..:1rt -- tirn .2~th Amendment SdfS, "transmi t to 
tne Speaker of tile Houze a,1<.1 the President f•ro Tempore of the 
S<;nat::?," .i..t is t11e o,t->inion of the Attorney General that transmission 
is Sdtisfied under the Constitutional Amendment when it begins. And 
it oc1:1an very f)romptly after the President signed it. As you Know, 
tne President signed it, .coug.t1ly, an hour before that, a little over 
an lv..>ur i.Jefo.ce thd t. bo, I thinK everything was intact anu I don't 
think we had any -- tnere were no proolams. 

As I Sdy, it's going to be very difficult for dnyune to 
be aule to second-guess it. 

MiKe. 

U dut, nunetheloss, Ldrry, wasn't there some confusion 
ir1 tna Pcesiaent's own lettuc by sdying tnat ne wanted it to begin 
rlnen he w~nt unuer anostnesict, w~~r1, in fact, legally it begins at a 
different timet' 

L•l.K. ::i.l?w\K£~: 1'110. I tninK til..:: P~esiu.ent stipulc;lted -- we 
were vert car1;;ful to word our o~lief in tll.;;: i!:>tn Amendmt;nt and how it 
was -- and we were fitting this letter into the 2:>tn Amendment 
requirements -- L>ut tl1e P resiuent stipulated that when he went under 
ctn~stnesia -- ana that's wh,:m it wa.o effective, and I think ev-.2r:y01.xJy 
wati in the .Odllgame and Knew ~·mat to uo. 

Otto. 

a '.f!1e bigger question wnen J.iu tile Vice President Knvw 
he had the ball. You s..iiu: yesterday ,1e di\.i not tell the Vice 
President l>efurt;l he left l.11,aine that he was going to b~corne Acting 
Presiuent. He was not informed that he was until soruething lik~ 
11:~0 a.m., when he i1it the gr~und here. That's where the l~-minutc, 

l.V1Q.i:(.t, l44::18-u7/14 



- 12 -

supposedly -- gap cumes in. 

MR. SPEAKBS: That's true --

Q He may have 1'1acl -- out nobody ,1a<l told him. 

MR. SPEAKES: I thinK if a decision had been present~d to 
the Vice President, l thinK he would nave, proOabJ.,t in the next 
1.:>reath, or per haps even Defore the quest ion was as.l<e<l, 11 W!1a t do you 
want to do, Mr. Vice Presiaent1tt I think someuody would have said 
something, "You've got ttle power · to do it." 

Q llmv could you communicate with him? He v,as in the 
air at the time, wasn't he? 

MK. ~PEAKES: That airplane is very sophisticated as far 
as communications. I can as9ure yuu that from the tima the Vice 
President lett nere on Friday, untiJ. he returned, and throughout, 
thdt he had a very so~l1isticatad curnmunicatiuns systems, and we were 
cu1nplete1y and totally ln touch with the Vice Presi-ient tll.coug110ut. 
And any actio11 rdquircd Dy the Vice Presid~nt at any time coul~ dOU 
would have oeen done without h~sitation and witnout a hitch. 

Q Why uiun' t someone just picK up t11e 1:)honc and call 
nim to avoid this in time? 

Paruun't 

(,J Why ui<in't someone just pici< U.tJ the phone an(i call 
him and let him know in tim~ while he wcts in the air, or --

Ml{. ;:,.t;) EA.Kt:;5 : 
naa.cd dll.f complaints. 

l tllinK -- he was in ':JOOd $1.lu.f>~- I ilavun't 

Q ~-i,:1y aru you •~0in9 tu cum\3 back to tHc W11i te Hou::..J 
tomorrow -- clnu tnen dre you comin~ back to brief us hare? Or --

Sure. 

U You'r~ guiny to 

Wllat l'll do il:l 

Q -- .ildVI,;.) me~t with t,w President, go bclck to tne 
White tlouse, come bdck --

i'U{. SP;.:;AKJ.::S: Nv, nc, no, I w0n't nave t0 go bdck to tn,~ 
White House then. 1'11 just ~o in fo.c the morning m~eting at the 
~vni t(;;: House, come cut ncrt::l clnu get u_p to s~ecu uut nerc ctnd tilcm see 
yuu all uut ncr8. 

So, yvu co::1u cLially cuunt on --

l4'j8-u7/l4 
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the Wllite House Press Office will operate totally from ne.re tomorrow. 
We will have a staff there, but any statements or news will come from 
here. 

Q Two briefings out here tomorrow? 

MR. SPEAKES: Probably, yes. 

U Could you just give us a ballparK time for the 
oriefing this afternoon? 

MR. SPEAKES: DicK, I 11esitate to oecause it depends upon 
what time the doctors get back -- come back this afternoon, what time 
tney visit witn the President, because I do want to nave the benefit 
of that before I come back. So I tnink Dr. Oller said ne would 
p.cobably not be back until 5:00 p.m., so that would put me a little 
after 5:00 p.m. But we will t.ry -- we will put on a luncn lid today 
f.rOii1 a.oout 12:00 p.m. until al.:>out 2:00 _t?.m. also. 

Yes, ma'am, in the red dress. 

U I <lo u.1der staild tna t everytning tna t was said 
yesterday is to the effect tnat there is very little chance, if there 
is a malignanc.1, that it has Sf).Cead. However, have tile c1octors 
talked to the President and Mrs. Reagan about wnat tne treatment 
mig11t De if tnose lym_t>n nodas, w11icl1 were also ta.ken -- sampi.es oi 
them taken, as v,ell as the tissue -- c:lo Gllow any spreatl of ti1e 
mallgna.ncy, small as tnat prona!.:>ility is? 

MR. SPEAJ.<.ES: Tnat 11as Deen discussed. I don't know now 
extensively it i.1as been discussed with the President, but certainly 
the President nas ..:ieen oriefed on his surgery dlld he ia fully aware 
of the pending pathological report. 

u Can you share any o:i. t11at ~vith u~? So much nas been 
sditl to the effect thdt tnere is very little liklinood of any 
additional treatment beyond continuing cneckups. 

MR. SPEAKES: Dr. Ros<.moe.rg au.dressed t11a t yesterday, and 
D.r. Cattau. Number one, ti1ey said tnat the surgery could iJe curative 
in itself, and tHchl D:c. Cdttau saic:l that i.1e ~mul<i pro.)ably recommend 
a continuing bowel examination on a periodic basis -- I tnink he said 
six rnontns out -- and tnen eacn year tne:i:eafter:. 

u Did t1,e Presidant get any get ~vell messages from 
foreign leaders in the Middle East? 

m~. SP~KE;S: Yes, ne did. 

u Can we nave a list of tnem? 

HR. SPBAt<.ES: \Je w i 11 tr :f to. tle ~van t to rnai<e it an 
all-inclusive list, and they have come in at a couple of different 
locc::ttions. 

Q ildve tne President or tne First Lddy expresse~ au~ 
anxiety wnile they are waiting foe tnis report tomorrow? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, I t11ink they were fully aware ti1at the 
study woul<l be uoi.W c1nd tl1at it would take 48 hours, ana so tr1ey 
fully recognize that it just takes tnat mucn time. 

Q La:r!." :f, as :1ou. saia, Rosen.:>erg said yesterday t11a t 
this could prove out to be totally curative, even if t~e polyp ~roves 
to bc.i malignant. Dut has tne President been advised tnat tnat 
eventuality could rc'iu:u::c him to sta:1 in t11e 11ospi tal longer, or 90 
back in for an additional ba.ttery of tests to ensure that the cancer 
has not. spread to otne:r areas? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tnink tnat is anticipated, Norru, 

MORE #1498-07/14 
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because tne testing hao been done. It included tne CAT scan, it 
included the actual examination of the vital aDdominal organs 
yesterday -- the liver and tc1e otner organs. It included the testing 
of the -- Mark, wnat is the term -- of the ends of the specimen tnat 
we.re tai<en out? 

Q Tne frozen section. 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, t:ne ends ot tile specimen in laymen's 
terms were tested, and so it showed, as far as the section of the 
Dowel tnat was taken out -- they tested botn ends of it, so that 
indicdtes that there is nothing, as near as they can tell, moving 
along tne bowel. 

finding -of 
additional 

Q So ~here is no ex.i:?ectation or anticipation that d 
a malignancy would require the doctor to go back in for 
tissue sarnpleo or anything else? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. As you Know, ti1ey had the op_t>o.ctunity 
to do that yesterciay, a11d t~1.ey chose i.10t to becduse they i.ool~ed so 
well to the eye in the surgery. 

Triat may do it, Bel.ea. 

Q Did you say tnat Oller spent tne night in the 
recovery room? 

HR. GPEAKEG: He was i11 and ou c of tf1e recove:c :J room. Ile 
sle~t somewhere in tile hospital. He remained in the nospital 
overnight an~ ne checKed on tne P.resident a coupLe of times. 

Okay. 

TG.C PRESS~ 
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