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11:38 A • .M. EDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Bethesda, Maryland) 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY 

LARRY SPEAKES 

July 15, 1985 

Bethesda Naval Hospital 
Bethesda, Maryland 

MR. SPEAKES: Since you have had a brief report from the 
President, I'll -- being it's Monday morning, I'll return to the 
routine. 

The President today is announcing James w. Spain to be 
Ambassador of the United States to the Democrutic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka, John Gunther Dean to be Ambassador of the United States 
of America to India, Leo r-i.cKenna to be on the Advisory Board of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, Robert KinUilitt to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Federal Financing Bank, John 
William llode and Raymond D. Lett to be Members of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation, and Lydia E. Glover to be United States Marshal 
for the District of South Carolina. 

This morning, on the President, Dr. Dale Oller, the 
President's physician, is running out of superlatives to apply to his 
putient. Today, Dr. Oller said after examining the President at 
10:30 a.rn., "The President continues to progress superbly from his 
surgery." 

'rhis morning, the vital signs are within the norn1al 
range. In fact, Dr. Oller, again quoting, "His vital signs are the 
same as a person who has not had surgery." 

The elevated temperature of yesterday; while still above 
the 98.6 mark, is 1;Jell down from yesterday and is well within the 
normal range. 

i1R. SPBAKES: Lab studies are normal. One of note, the 
white blood count, whicii is a primary indicator of any possible 
infection, is within the normal range. 

The President's only compl.:dnt is a bit of abdominal pain 
or discomfort when he gets out of bed. And speaking of getting out 
of bed, the President walked from tiis bed last night to the door of 
the suite, which is probably a distance of 30 feet, and returned, 
which is another 30 feet, which totals to 60 feet. The President has 
had no pain medication. He continues on I.V. antibiotics; he still 
has his nasogastric tube. 

Last night, the President stayed up past 12:00 midnight 
saying he wanted to finish Louis L'Amour's "Jubal Sackett," and he 
dld finish it. He suid he Wilnted to see if the butler did it. He 
asked for another book, which is "Calv in Coolidge: Return to 'l'hese 
Hills," and he's readiny it. 

This moruing, tbe President was awake at 7:45 a.rn., went 
back to sleep for a couple of hours, and he was visited by his 
medical team, headed by Dr. Oller, Dr. Smith and Dr. Hutton at 10:30 
a.m. He's napping now with the Coolidge book in his lap. He's been 
sitting in the elevated sitting position in the bed. Last night, he 
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was out of bed in the chair for about 20 minutes. 

Don Regan has been out to the hospital this morning. He 
left briefing materials for the President. He will return and meet 
with the President in the early afternoon. Mrs. Reagan ~ill be at 
the hospital shortly if she has not alrendy arrived. 

That concludes the President's report. 

Q Did he get the biopsy report yet? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q Will he get it soon? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, he will get it. 

Q When? 

Q ·wt.en will it be available, do you know? 

MR. SPEAKES: I would judge mid to late afternoon 
somewhere along in there. 

Q -- your earlier estimate Saturday, the doctors 
thought that by about noon --

MR. SPEAKES: ~o, no. Midday. 

Q -- mi<lday. ~by has it slipped to, perhaps, ldte 
afternoon? 

MR. SPEAKES: It has not slipped. The report to you may 
have slipped. The report to the President has not necessarily 
slipped. 

U How will we get the report? 

Q ~J11y would -- may I just -- why would you delay, 
after the Presi<lent has received the report, by some period of time 
giving us the report? 

Mk. SPl::AKES: Sam, what will happen -- and I think you 
can respect the wishes of the First 1''amily -- they will come in; the 
doctors will come in; they will sit down with Mrs. Reagan; they will 
sit down with the President: they will talk this over; they will talk 
it over with us on the staff: then I will come, perhaps with a couple 
of doctors c:.rncl expla.in it. That takes time. If it takes an hour, 
two hours, three hours, we'll take that time and you'll just have to 
sit right here and wait. 

Q ~·Jill you come with the doctors? h'ill you bring the 
doctors'? 

1.-m. SPEAKES: Probably, yes. 

o' And will the pathologist be here to talk to 
reporters? 

MR. SPEAKLS: w·Je' 11 have doctors. 

Q Larry, just out of curiosity, why is it you don't 
give exact temperature figures if there's --

MR. SPEAKES: vJe just don't go into the exact figures on 
this. They vary from patient to patient and if they're in the normal 
range, they're in the normal range. 

Q What is the normal range, Larry? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Normal range for a post-operative 
probably ranging from slightly below normal to around 
maybe slightly above 100 degrees. 

Q Is it above 100? 

MR. SPEAKES: 'l'hc normal range for white blood count is 
5,000 to 10,000 and he's in that normal range. 

Q So, when you say normal range, you're speaking of 
normal range for post-operative? You're not --

MR. SPEAKES: Normal for post-operative but, this -- his 
temperature at the moment could very well be the same, as the uoctor 
says, for someone who has not ha<l surgery. 

Q Is it still a little higher than normal, though? 

MH. SPEA.KES: V-/hat is normal Helen? Is 98.6 normal? No, 
not necessarily. 

Q Well, let's assume that that --

MR. SPEAKES: It's a little higher than 98.6. 

0 -- is it higher than that? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not going to get in a debate over 
temperature. That's an awfully minor thing tor --

Q What is causing the elevated temperature? Is there 
a reason for it? 

MR. 8PI:.Af...ES: l t' s normal in post-opera ti vc surgery. Had 
you attended the lecture yesterQay, you would have known that. 

Q I dicl -- I watched you. But let me just ask you, 
that may be it may be normal for post-operative surgery, but why 
is an elevated temperature normal after surgery? 'l'hat' s my question. 

MR. SPEAKES: Because surgery is a certain radical change 
to the way the body is doing business an<l it sometimes causes an 
elevated temperature. 

HORE: #1500-07/15 



- 4 -

In fact, most times it does. Any medical reporters want to join in 
and vouch for that? Hey, hey,there we go. 

Q Larry, I missed part ot your oriefing yesterday. I 
hope I am not asking something that was gone over yesterday. 

MR. SPEAKES: I do, too. 

U You can do ti1at. 

IJ Thank you. Sam says I can go over, even if it was. 

The question nas come up again aoout why a more extensive 
examination of tl1e President's colon was not done fourteen montns ago 
ana then again five months ago, and some people are suggesting that 
it was not done because of politics -- oecause of tne campaign --

MR. SPEl\KEG: Want to identify t11ese "some people"? 

Q Well -- in print. 

MR. S~EAKES: Tne London Observer? 

~ Rignt. The London Observer. 

MR. SPEAKES: You missecl tL1e last -- you mi~sed my 
response to t11at, wi1ic11 is 

Q Couid you repeat your res_t?onse? 

I✓.iR. SPEAKES: Poppycock. 

Q ~o political consideration? In otner words, the --
no doctors came and told chem they should do trtiu? 

HR. SP::CAK.CG: t~o. 

Q Is that correct? 

i'-'lR. SPEAKES: No, ditl not. 

U You Sdid -- about the hemoccults, tn~ test for blood 
in tne stool -- you had said tnat originally there were some 
po::;itive::;, but under a uiet tnat coul<l have indicated some false 
£>Osi ti ves, anu tllen ti1e P:re::;ident ~,as ratested. You said that an 
overwiwln1ing number ot tne retests were negative. H~re the::ce in fact 
any positives iil the cet~sting? 

i"iR. SP.cAl~E~ ~ No. One r1undred perceni:. of tnein were 
negative. 

Q I ci3k this qu~stion i:>ecause it bears on 110w long the 
President may stay in the hospital. Is tnere any sign of any bowel 
activity yet? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, Geor9e, not yet, but everything in the 
::;tomacn range is normal, and quite expected. 

Q Wheil you say tnat he is not taking any 1=>ain 
medication are you includin9 the little pacK 

NR. SPEAKES: Tile little Whdt? 

Q The little drip pack? 

MR. SPEAKES: 
and you missed yesterday. 
arou:nd tile spinal column. 
had. 

'I'n.:it -- I P'-~:c11a.J?s misled in tne fir&t day 
It is done-time injection into the sac 
That is it, an<l that is all that he has 
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U Is ti1e pain he is feeling today an indication that 
that is wearing off? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know whet11er it nas or not, Mike. 
I think it is so minute tnat, you know, whether it has wo:cn off or 
.not is 11ard to sa:1. It lasts one or tv10 days -- sometning like that. 

Q Is 11e ta.King aspirin or Tylenol for the discomfort? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q Nothing? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q Two questions. O.L1.e on the temperature. Am I 
correct tnat yesterday you said that the temperature was below 100 
degrees? 

1"111. GPEAKEC: Yeo. 

u So it would be fair to say tnat tne temperature i::, 
soillewhere now between 98.6 and 100? 

.MR. SPEAKE$: Ye~, but it was below 100 yesterday. 
below bGlow 100 today. 

It is 

Q OKay, and the second question, on the biopsy, a~ I 
remember the doctors, wnen tney came in on Saturday, said that tne 
biopsy reo~1t6 snouLd be rea~y batween 11:00 a.m. an~ 12:00 today. I 
:inean, they ware tnat specific. Is t.iat still tne scheuule? 

i.\iR. SPfil\.KEG: No, I don't tnink so, ou·c the:cc is 

Q In fact, Larry, they did say -- I celieve that it 
was Dr. Rosenberg wtlo saia it would .oe 11:00 a.m. 

MR. GPEi\KES: D:c. Rosenberg is not <laing ti10se studies, 
ancJ. t~1ey are i.'.>ei.n'::1 don~, you k11ow, at oti1er places wi chin tne 
military complex here, an~ so it just -- you know, when they are 
ready, tney are read/. 

Q Larry, can you tell us tne Kind of correspondence 
tnat tne President is getting, ant correspondence ne is initiating 
pnone call.; or letter:.:. to anyone? 

i"'iR. SPEAt<EG: I don't t.i.1ini,;: tne President 11as mad.e any 
telepnone calls. Correspondence he is getting is from a numJJer of 
foreign gove.rnnemts. Oe nave a list nere, w.nicn I don't ti1ink is 
completed. They are from the President of E9ypt, the King of Saudi 
Araoia, tne Pre~ident of Honduras, the -- I don't know his title -­
the Republic of China, tne -- from the Sudan, Turkey, Canada, F:cance, 
t11e Feuer al Re_fluulic ot Germany, ti1e U11i ted Kingdom, Japan, 
Australia, but we are not at tile point wnere we can provide a 
complete list. 

Q a~ve you nea:cd from Mr. Goruacnev yet? 

MR. SPEAKEC: 
complete list, so --

I don't tnink so, but I don't have the 

Q Ha3 Nicaragua sent one? 

MR. GPEi'\KEG: 
it here on my list. 

I read t~at in tne paper, but I do noc nave 

Q 'l'ney cJ.a1m tnat they h.:ive sent one. 

Q Uould you descrioe wnat kind of governmental 
business tne President nas conducted this morning? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Has what? Conducted this morning? 

Q 
this morning? 

Has the President conducted any government business 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tnink so, Owen, but I think tnis 
afternoon 

Q Does he plan to? 

MR. SPEAKES: -- he will look over nis intelligence 
reports and talk with Don Regan. 

Q Can you tell us about nis meeting witn Regan? 

Q Is Regan nere .now or is ne 

HR. SPEAKES: No, 11.-.!'s gone back. He was ne.ce tnis 
.morning. 

Q He's novJ O.t.jerating out of t.1e ,1n1 te House? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

U Can you tell us about his meeting witn R8gan today'? 
Any r,1ore detail about wnat tney --

MR. SPEAKES~ I didn't say he met with Regan. 

Q I tuought Regan nad come. 

U Hill he? 

MR. SPEAKEG: I said R0gan left some materials fo.r nim. 

Q So they did not meet? 

MR. SPEA.KJ3S: No. Tney did not 111eet. 

u Tip O'Neill saiu today tna.t the "bu<lget IJall is now 
on D0le's table," to use tne exact y_u0te. Is tnat tne Presiuent's 
view -- tnat it's now u~ to Sen~tor Dole? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. We expre,3sed ti.1at also yesterday. 

Q I nuard w11at you ex.J?rcssed yei:.terday, Ld:cry. I wau 
watching. 

I see. Exp:cessed it again touay. 

Q All right. 

MR. 8PEA.KE3: It falls in ti1e nai1ds 0£ the Democratic 
conferees wno must meet the Senate witn substantial budget cuts. The 
Sena -ce has gone mo.re than tlal f way. I ti:1ini< tne -- it' s up to tt1e 
House conferees to meet them. 

U Is tne a<.lminist..:-a.tion seeking to overtu.cn tne 
a.bo:ction law? 

MIL Sl'EA1<ES: T.n.e Justice Depdrtment, a::; I understand it, 
will file a brief in the Supreme Court today that combines two cases 
tna t are oi1 dp_peal. baforo tae 3rd and 7ti1 Circuits of the U.S. Cou:ct 
of Appeals. B0t11 tnese caces involve restriction::. tilat the Stc:.te of 
Illinois dnd Pennsylvdnia legislatures nave enacted to help govern 
the manner in wnich anortions are performed. I tl1ink I' 11 let you go 
to Justice Department to get mo.re details on that. 

Q Tne Presiaent approved tnat filing? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Larry, you said that the President had abdominal 
pains when he got up. Is that the only time he suffers any pain? 

MR. SPEAKES: That's .right. And I think it would 
probably be better to call it discomfort and it's certainly normal 
for someone who has an iacision. 

NORE #.1500-07/15 
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Q Will Bush oe standing in for Red':3an during the week 
\'Ii th phone calls to the Hill, the swearing-in of tile CEA, the Federal 
Reserve --

i\1R. SPEAKES: l don't know wneth-..!r a.l.l that will be aone 
this week, but the First Lddy will b~ attending tne pertorma.nce of 
the Boston Pops tonight at th~ v~hi te House and she will hust a 
diplomatic rece_ption. Sne will speak tnere. T.nere is open covera<::1e 
on the lawn uf her remdrKs 1n so,nc of those events. 

There are two meetings with tna Finance Committee, d 

breakfast ct.nd c1 lunch, sct1ii;dulec.i t.nis ·"'eek. And chctnces are tna Vice 
President will sit in those. It was sche~uled too~ a visit with Uon 
Regdn ctnd Secretdry Ba~er, dnd tne Vica Presi~ent will ,t?ro0ctoly sit 
in the fu.ll lenl:Jth ot those m~et1ngs. 'I'ne President was scneduled to 
drop Dy. He probctbly won't drop by. 

0-.c tne --

M.R. SPEAKES: Not any plctns ta, no. 

Q -- Senaturs? 

1vuc SPEAKES: Helen, dnc.i I'll ilaV\a! to Wu:CK Cile OoCiL Let 
me --

U rlow ~u0ut tna CEA ctnd Fed --

ViR. SPEAKES: I dut1' t k11ow wnetne.c ti1use swed.cinlj-ins 
will to.K1;; place t11is weel< or nut. 

Let file worK the front .cuw dn~ tnen I'll --

U In t.ne many intGrviews thdt KC:>j•.:m 1ldci given the past 
tw0 .Jdys, B\a! scti<J. taut tni;;! Priasiuent woulu meet ti1,:;; P.cesident of 
Ch ind nl'..:lxt ~"'oeK, t..:1at ne woulu o~ diJlc to we.Lcome nim ur '::lreet nirn. 
l S Ulc.it. W1lcl t 1 

/,j i.n t11e --.,_ 
i"iK. SP EAKES : lt coula ue 

on sumt.:'lvHl<it of ci .c~,.H.lced scu.::c:11.110, becau:.:.e ti1dt cvuliJ vcr i well DC 

til~ ti.est Ll.ci..f 0r two tnctt tne President' t. 11ome from tne hos_pi tal. 
But tne President doe~ .t?ldn tu mdet him. 

Noc lu. 

U Y0u 1:3ut. d m~otin9 sc.il~duled here between ti1e 
P.cesid~ .. t ctn<l Busn yet? 

l•l.k • SP EAKBS : Not yet, nu. 

~•Hl. SPEAKES: I dvn' t knuw ,,mE:tner it wi.ll ue toddy or 
not .. - CHaHCl;;!S ct:ce it will ue tumo.crow. But as soo.-1 as Cd!l, tnc Vice 
l?.c8s iueut wi11 o~ cw1uing out:. 

U CoulJ .1..:.:iu descrJ.o~ the iuc1si011, aow 10i19 1.t i::., 
wnot.i~r it's a ;;;traignt-linli:: incision, if thu.ce's dll dny.ie? Coulu 
JvU tell u.:; som~t11i119 --

i:'11<. SP£AKBS: As l understand .it, it'~ d St.Cdll:jht-line 
ve.cticc:11 incisio,1. But I uon't 11dve ti1e measurement. It WdS 

cer tdln.ly lung enOUljh in urdG.c to d.i.l.0w tne _pll.fS icict,1s -- tll1.; 
sur-:Jeons t0 work i.1siuc c:1nu pdrt1cularl.t to examine tno~l;;l or<;Jctns. 
So, tHey pc1it.J. po..rticuldr pdin~ on t,1c1t. But 1unye.c tl:1c111 that, l 

1J Lctrry·, when did ti'1e Presiuent mdi<,;? till.:! uecisiuu un 
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all tnese ap,tJointments tnat you announced this morning? 

MR. SPEAKES: 
probably some time ago. 

The appointments? I'm sure tney were mdde 

Chris, tnen Bruce. 

Q 
he came today? 

Yes, wny didn't the President meet with Regdn wnen 
Was he asleep at that time? 

Ma. SPEAKES: Yes. He took a ndp tnis morning. 

Bruce. 

Q Dict tne senior stdff ~.i.scuss in any more detail 
todcty arrangements for pdcin~ what work the President is going to ~0? 
Anu, it so 

i.'-'irt. SPEAKES: No. I tninl< we' J.l ,i:>.CObctbli ,1ave a session 
sometime .La.ter tod:::..y in which we will look over the scr•cJule tor tne 
corning tnrea or tuur wee~s and ju~t work out tna detdils ~t now 
quickly thdt the PresiJent CdD JUrnp bdCl< 1n. 

L~t me yo on to tne oacK. 

u Is there anytnin';j yuu ca.n tell us auout w!lat the 
tninidng is on how -- what c1re tne ctr rangt!ments over the n<;;xt few 
weeks? 

1"1.t<.. SP EAKES : 
wil.1 i.>e 0c1ck .i.n ti1e whi t0 Uc.use sometime in a. week v.r ::h). A11u he' .Ll 
oe couvdlesciny, dS dfijD0~i woulu thctt's iw~ thia t~~e of sucyery. 
H~'l.1 oe coming t,.; tr11;;; :,.;.fi:icf) as 4uicK1.y cts he feels 1iKe it. I 
think theca'll 0e a reduced scneJule tor a cou~l8 of w~e~s, an~ then 
it'll grctUUctl~y ~ic~ u~, dS t.i.ru~ yoes by. 

#1500-U7/ lS 
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Q I think this has been asked before, but when the 
original schedule was decided to have the President come here for the 
removal of the polyp, were there any prior indications or evidence or 
suspicion that something else might be found? 

MR. SPEAKES: None except those we've spoken of, and that 
includes the hemoccult test, the finding of the polyp -- all of the 
things that we've said public. It would the the only thing that 
could give you any speculation there might be something else, but 
there was absolutely no knowledge that there would be anything else 
in there we were looking to see. 

U So the decision to begin researching how the 25th 
Amendment works, and the decision to tape the President's Saturday 
Radio Broadcast was done as a precaution in the event --

NR. SPEAKES: Well, it was really -- the researching of 
the 25th Amendment was something that had taken plu.ce, really, since 
the administration began, and particularly so after 1901. It was not 
as if the Counsel's Office didn't h~ve a fairly thick book of 
research on it, and a number of options th~t could be used to 
exercise it. 

As far as t~ping the radio broadcast, it was taped really 
in case the President did not get away from the hospital on Saturd~y 
mornin~ in time to get up to Camp David to meet the 12:06 ~ir time. 

Q When ex~ctly was the tape made? 

MR. SPEAKES: It was taped Thursday afternoon, I believe. 

r.m. WEIN3ERG: 'l'hursday afternoon. 

NK. SPEAKES: ~eorge? 

Q I want to clarify when he will be going back to the 
White House. You mentioned a week or so -- earlier- --

MR. SPEAKES: Seven to ten days after the surgery. 

Q But you expect him to be back in the White House 
early next week? 

~R. SPEAKL~: Yeti. A week would be S~turday or Cunday, 
ten days would b~ Monday, Tuesday or somewhere -- Wednesday 
somel:ihere in there. 

Q Nothing has cb~nged on th~ti 

MR. SPEAKES: Wo, nothing has changed. Seven to ten days 
-- we'll play it by ear. 

Barbara? 

Q I just want to make sure I understand. Are you 
saying that the biopsy report is not ready? 

MH. S.i?BAK:t:S: 'l'he pathology report is I assume is not 
ready. We've not had doctors show up and say, "Here is the report," 
so --

Q Larry, I wonder if I can check u y_uote wi til } ' OU. 

MR. SPEAKES: All right. 

Q You told us that when the President resumed power, 
he was offered an opportunity to send you away and bring you back 
later, and he sc.id, "No, gimme a pen." 
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MR. SPEAKES: Right. 

Q The Chief of Staff was quoted by some people today 
as saying 

MR. SPEAKES: Saying, "Give me that." 

Q -- saying, "Hell no, then I wouldn't sign the letter 
gimme that." Can you tell us which quote is correct? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, the -- my part -- my quote is a 
partial quote, "Give me the pen." I would have to overrule the Chief 
of Staff that the President did say, "Give me the pen." 'l'he first 
part of the quote is also correct; it was said in a jesting manner. 

Q Can you tell us why you didn't give ua that at the 
time? 

hORE tlS00-07/15 
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MR. SPEAKES: I guess my note-taking was a little faulty. 
But, no. 

Okay, let me help the back out nere. Nelson. 

Q Tile indication yesterday was that the President 
would meet with staff mem·oers, plural. Is he going to do that or ia 
he not going to do that because of scheduling, because he slept, o:c 
because of his condition? 

MR. SPEAKES: 'I'his morning, after staying up so late, he 
did take a nap this morning, or is in the process of taking a nap. I 
think he'll oe up a:cound noon, awakened around noon, and then -- with 
surgery taking t11e better portion of Saturday, you attempt to get the 
P:cesident on an approv:i:- ia. te da.1-and-nig,tt scnedule. And that' o wi1at 
we're doing. He just stayed up late last night. Simple as that. 

But ·ne' 11 meet with Doi.1 Regan tllis afternoon and p:cobably 
others of us. 

So, Fr..ink? 

Q Larry, we soug.nt to .aet up an interview wi t11 a 
doctor from the National Cancer Institute and were told that all such 
iuterviews woulc1 have to be clea.red Dy tl1e vl.i.1i te House. Is tnat 
true, and wny? 

.MR. SPEAKES: That's cor·rect. T.i1at is true. 'l'ne Reagans 
nave ver~ strong feelings about doctor-patient r~lationanip. And 
tnose aoctors that are involvea in the President's case will not oe 
doing p.ress interviews e::cct::.1.)t in tnis briefing room. 

Q These were not, 
involved in tne patient's case. 

to my understanding, doctors 
'I'ne::;e were other experts 

MR. SPEAKES: I would judge that the National Cancer 
Institute pro0ably iz looKing at some of tne ethical standards and 
don't feel that it's appropriate for doctors who are not involved in 
a patient's Cd.re to comment on a case w11en ti1ey cion' t knm'I tl1e 
particuiars of it. I guess it's -- second-guessing is out of 
ousiness over at NCI. 

u 
tnat traffic? 

~,ell, why is tne \h1ite House involve<l in di.recting 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tninK we d.irect~d it .specificdlly, 
out we certainly did talk to Dr. Rosenberg anout nis own personal 
relation:,nip wi tr, t.ne media. But --

U We were speciiicall.f tol.d tnat you, t.i1e Wnite Hou::.e, 
would be setting up those interviews and would make any arrangements. 

Mr,. SPEAKES: Ii t,1ere ara any set up, vie' 11 set t11em up. 
But, meanw11ile, I don't tninK any.body has been at a loss for a <loctor 
to get on television ai1d comment on tl1e President's case. 

Q Ot course, tilis wa6 not ti1e procedure follmrnd in 
'81. Dr. Aaron and otne.c doctors maJ.e themselves available just az 
they'd citoose for prc5s interviews. Wna t' s t,1e difference? 

MR. SPEAKES: The difference is that we just don't think 
it's app:.cop.ria te. T.i.1e Reagaas nave very nt.cons, feelin9s about. 
doctor-patient relations.nips, as I think you would if you were in the 
"1ospi tal. I don't tninK you would war1 t --· 

Q -- you told us that, but, apparently they developed 
tnes8 strong feeLings after 1~81. 

MR. SPEAKES: Weil, I ~ealize the President is doing 
extremely well today and there's -- as the President continues to 
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improve, I'm sorry that tnat doesn't make headlines. But, 
nevertheless, I don't intend to stand here and brow-beat the tenth of 
degree of temperature or whether or not doctors are giving 
interviews. So, if you have another suoject, I'll be glad to talk 
aoout it. Other than that, go fly a kite. 

Q Just one tning. I ru~an, doesn't it have sometning 
to do witn the fact tnat these doctors are either government 
employees or have a goveLnment connection, whereas the doctors in 
1981 were private individuals? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not necessarily. We have a private 
the President's surgical team. He has not given 
Dr. Lee -- Dr. Smith -- Dr. Lee Smith nas not given 
So t.i1at's just the way we feel about it. And if 

pnysician on 
interviews. 
intervi~ws. 
anybody's got a problem with it, so be it. 

Q Lar..:y 

any 

Q He' :ce u.sldny you questions. You needn't t.r y to m.:ike 
ic appear tnat we're the neavies in some play about whether we or 
aayone else is nappy or unhappy that the President is doing well. 
That was a chea_p shot, wasn't it? 

MR. GPEAKES~ What seems to oe -- tile allegation tnat 
tney were government employees had anything to do witn it, that seems 
to Le a little heavy. 

Q We' re si1nply asking wi.'1y, in 1981 wnen 6.octo:c s who 
attended tne President were not talKed to by memi.)ers of the Hhite 
House staff and asked not to give interviews, tnat doctors are now 

1•1R. SPEAKES: 
~voulu have done so. 

If we hdd thought a~out it at the time, we 

Yes, sir. 

Q Does your t.i.wing on the releaGe of t11e pathology 
report this afternoon, no matter wnat that report show3, nave 
anytning to ao wi ti1 tne clo:::;ii:tg times of the financial 1ndr l<et? 

NR. SPEA1.<ES: No, it does not. 

Q Have you got dny guidance on wnen tl1e family members 
might oe m~eting with tne President oc tal~in~ witn him or --

MR. SPEAKES: Family memi.)ers? 

Q Yef:i, LJir. 

MR. SPEAKES: Hrs. Rea9an p.coba0ly will shortly after 
noon today. 

Q C1lildrea, relatives? 

;.~m. GPEA.KES: Cnild:cen are in tneir homes. They've 
talked to Mrs. Reaga11, includiag Maureen a couple of times in 
Nairoui, :.;o -- I ciou't thini< tney have an.1 plan to come to tile 
hospital. 

Joanue? 

Q Do you nave any iuea of tne cost of ti1is 
nospitalization dnd tne surgery and everything? 

i.'-iR. SP:i::AKCS: No, I don't. The hospital room is -- wnat? 
-- $425, $435 a day? 
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MR. WEINBERG: $452. 

MR. SPEAKES: $452 a day. But I clo not have any idea for 
the surgical costs and so forth. 

Q Does the President have Medicare and private 
hospital insurance? 

MR. SPEAKES: Tne President 11as both, but I do not t.hink 
he will be using his Medicare. And as far as his personal insurance, 
whatever bills come to the White House, they'll be reviewed. What is 
not paid for by insurance or other medns, the President will pay 
himself. 

Q Is the National Security briefing written or is Bud 
goin9 to come and give it orally? 

MR. SPEAKES: It's written. 

U So Bud is -- will ne be meeting with nim this 
afternoon? 

MR. SPEAKES~ I don't think so today, no. 

Q You said no famiiy mem0e~~ are going to u~ coming 
over here other than Mrs. Reagan? Tnat was your anticipation? 

MR. SPEAKES: T~at's aoout wnat I said. 

U Is that a medical reason wny tne family might not 
come or just personal reasons? 

i-'lI;.. SPEAKES: No, it's clistanc<:!, Paul. It's a iong haul 
£1:mfl Nairo.:>i wnen l.\lau.ceen is over tnere on ousiness. The other kids 
are in California and wherever else so tney'll see their fatner in 
due course. Tney'll tali\: to nim on tne phone in oue cour~e. 

Bruce? 

u Larr~, as long a~ the Nationai Security bri~fings 
are routine, there's notning ouc of the ordinary, is it unlikely that 
McFaclana wlil oe coming over --

MR. SPEAKES: Hoi:!11, cna11ces are that Buel will oe here a 
day later in the week. 

George. 

U As Commande:c-in-Cnief, is Reagan entitled to free 
medical care nere? And if he is, wny doesn't ne take it? 

MR. SP~AKES: Tnat might be true, George. 
tne answer to that. 

I <lo not know 

Q W11~ doesn't ne accept it if he is? 

MR. SPEAKES: Pardon? 

Q Why doesn't ile take the f:cee meclical --

MR. SPEA:r<ES: I'm sure .i.1e will if that's standard 
practice. 

So, :deruie? 

Q Has the Vice President been in touc~ witn the 
President at all? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not tdlKed to him, no. No, tile Vice 
President is in the tini te House this morning and I don't think he's 
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talkeu to him I know he's not talked to him on the phone. 

Yes, ma'am. 

Q Is the President required by law to check into a 
federal hospital or is it just tradition? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, it's -- Eisenhower went to Walter Reed, 
this President went to Bethesda. Others nave gone -- where did Jimmy 
Carter go, Sam? 

Q Here at Bethesda. 

MR. SPEAKES: Oh, did he? 
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0 Here. 

Mk. SPEAKES: Okay. 

Q But they're all government 

MR. SPEAKES: I'll --

Q He was a Naval officer an<l, of course, Mr. Reagan 
was a horse cavalryman. 

MR. SPEAKES: There's no horse cavalry hospital, so he --
(laughter) come here. 

Q But he clio 

Q Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes? 

Q Why will the President not use his Medicare -- just 
his feeling towards the program? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don' t think he' 11 need his l•.leclicare. 

Q There's no motion picture hospital. 

Q No motion picture hospital. (Laughter.) 

Q -- his own personal insurance? 

Hf<.. SPEAKES: i."lo, it's his own insurance -- goes back to 
his days as California Governor. 

Q Larry, <loc~n•t the President get free health care 
here? 

MR. SPEAKBS: He may, Bob. I do not know the answer to 
that. If he does, he does and he'll take it if he -- if it's 
standard practice. 

anything. 
Q I mean, I don't think there's any room price or 

Q Hey, there he is. ilc' s leaving the hospital. 

MR. SPEAKES: No, there is a room price -- yes. 

Q In this case? 

MR. SPEAKES: Pardon? 

Q -- this is a medical -- militdry facility. l can't 

MI;.. ~PEA.KLS: 
placed on that room. 

I und~rstand. But there's a standard price 

Q In fact, don't tho President and all federal 
officers, including Congressmen and Flag Ofticers all get this care 
for free? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. 

Q It's just --

C Doe~ he still have the tube? 

l'iR. SPEAKES? Yes -- his nasogastric tube, as I said 
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earlier. 

Bob? 

0 Are you in pain, Larry? (Laughter.) 

Q Do you have any quotes 

MR. SPEAKES: Mark Weinberg has stayed here -- ~•ho's 
paying for his room? I know he's not. 

Q -- gotta get per diem. (Laughter.) 

MR. SPEAKES: -- getting better than the cafeteria food, 
huh? 

Bob? 

0 Do you have any quotes from the President concerning 
his condition today? 

Mii. SP.EAKES: His what? 

Q Quotes. 

Q Quotes -- Presidential quotes? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, I have not -- do not. 

Q Larry, any chance Don Regan can come out and talk to 
us sometime today? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q 

Q 
interviews to. 

The three people he dic3n' t talk to ycsteruay. 

Yes, the three people he didn't give exclusive 
(Laughter.) 

Q Was that your quip about the President staying up to 
see if the butler did it, or was that 

Mk. SP.t.AKES: l.~o. That's what he rem.irked last night. 

Q He actually said that? 

HR. SPEl\.KE8: Dave? 

Q Larry, was there any strategic reason that tho 
President decided to go ahead with the budget compromise without 
getting concessions from the Democrats on domestic spcn~ing first? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, Dave. I think the President's decision 
wc1.s that there was an impasse on Social Security COLAs, that -- and 
if that was not going to be done, then the heat needed to be put on 
the House conferees to make some movement in non-d~fense spending. 

Q Larry'? 

Q Larry, what is your briefing schedulG? w110n aro you 
planning to move the operation back to the White House. 

1·1h.. &PEAKES: 'fomorrow. 

Q Larry, how are these quotes being convcye0 -- like 
the one about the butler? 

MR. ~PEAKES: Got to get it from the nurse. 

Q So you talked to the nurse'? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Talked to the nurse, all the doctors, all 
the corpsmen -- whoever's there. Talk to all of them. 

Q But not the President 

Q But not the President directly? 

Q Are we going to have some pathologists here this 
afternoon when the report's issued? 

MR. SPEAKES: We will have a physician here. I <lo not 
know who it'll be yet. 

Q A physician 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, one or more. 

Q More logistics, Larry. As you move the operation 
back to the \~hitc House tomorrow, what becomes of the filing center 
an<l so on? 

MR. SPE;i~KES: I think we' 11 hc.1ve to u.duress that -- llavG 
you arrivecl at any conclusion with the Admiral yet? 

Q I think we ought to keep it. 

NR. SPEAKES: The Admiral c..licln't like you throwing 
chicken bones on this floor in here in the auditorium, so -­
(laughter) -- if you won't throw chicken bones today, maybe \,e can 
negotiate to at least have your phones operational. 

I think we'd always be prepared to -- for any 
contingency here and we'd try to leave your electronic setup 

Q Considering how long it took to set into operation, 
if we could keop that as lGng as he's in the hospital, I think it 
would be --
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MR. SPEAKES: But once -- once, ana we'll tell you firmly 
this dfternoon it we'll start operating from there tomorrow. And 
we'll Just -- onct.! we d0 that, tncn tBere'll be no statements ma~e 
n~re, so you uon't have to worry about it. But I know you will want 
to -- someone will want to stay. 

Yes, ma'am. 

U Yes, I don't mean to uelo.bor t,1is tning a00ut tne 
Cancer Institute, but in my many yedrs of covering Presi1.1eut1al 
hed.ltn thin'::js, I cc1.n never remember anything liKe thi::;. ~vl1en Mrs. 
Foru had her brea~t cancer, f0r exilmple, no one fr0m tne Cctncer 
Institute commenteu specitical.l.f on her, uut we wc.ce frue to call on 
tne experts 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. I ree1lly lion' t know tne g,:mesi~ 0f 
Ulis. ,ic' ve hctd a cou.1..H-= of conv~rsatiuns wi tl1 Dr. Rus(:!nberlJ wilo' s 
the heau of it. I uon't Know whet.ne.c he's interpreted tndt dS giv~n 
iustructiuns all down tne line not to co1umeHt, but we' 11 check on 
thctt dnu see. 

Yes 

Q Do you know wnetner his aodominal ctiscomfurt hds t1au 
any i,_;ff~ct on tlis di.)J.lity to taKe ueep breaths or cou9t1·.? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't oelieve so. 'rne respiratory rdb~ 
ncts 00en, d.S I Qcty, normal. It'5 oeen very 9ouJ. And I t1ave not 
heard any compldints 1lor anytning from t11c uoctors dbout ttte d.8ep 
iJ.c0.:.1.thin9 awl sv forth. I think t11i:it' s oeen fin<:). Anu oft0ntimes 
and his lungs dre cld~r. So, oftentimes, when you're not ctole to 
take tnuse uoe1:, brectths, ttien is when you oegin to hav~ pruulems wi tn 
t.ile -- some a.reds of tne lun(JS t.;;;mpvrarily collapsin'-J or somet.11in9 
lik(.c! ti'lctt. But t1lctt -- nis respiratory rate is good dnd hiia; luw:3s 
dre cl0ar, ~o tn1e:c~' s no inJ.iccttioo. h~' s t1ali any pro.ulems t11ere. 

CJ rlow wi.Ll WI;:! Kn0w wuen th'-! ori~tin':l'.b -- how dr<a: yuu 
giving us wctrniny- wnun t11a --

1\1.R. SP.i.!'AKES: l USUdlly Cctll over nere and try to ':;jlV(: 

you .:t war nin~. Aw..i. ti:1eJ1 Leo d.nd his crowd a.ce r iynt outside my' 
oiticl;) wi tn ti1eir wc1lKie-talK.1.1;.;s. 

Q Cc:rn yuu give us -- _t?d.rticulc1rly tho OH;;: triis 
::itt-.a:.rnoo.1 -- i.)ecdusc I'm sure we're ull <:JOing t0 -30 .1.ive wit,1 it -­
as much wctrni.n'J as yuu Cdn. 

i"J.K • ~p EAKES : ~ve' 1.1 tr i to. Sur\;!. I ui.werstanu. 

Q ,~t\.::i.t time di;;. t11e P.cesi..:i.~nt. 90 t0 oed last ni~11t? 
iou said it WdS ldte. 

l''iR. SPEAKi::S: He went to :::H1.:;ep shortly cttte.r -- sometime 
ctfter miuJli(J.ilt. r duu't k11ow the 1:>recis,"' time, out --

U Did ne just not ~1eep? 

1•1.K. SPEAKES: Pc1.rJun'i:' 

~ D:iu n~ just not sleep or ne wasn't tireu --

l"lR. SPEAK.l::S: tie Wd.3 

J1df)_t->01WU dt the \:!HU ot the 00UK, 

U Don't tel.l me. 

reading, tcying to ti11u out what 
"Juodl Sc1cx:ett." 

i.'lK. SPEAKES: He woul0.n't tell mG. Tnat's UUlilL>ia!.i'.' six on 
ti.1e Best Sel.lcr List. Sct.:i wn.::it !ld.tJ.f>ens 11ext w~ek. 
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Terry. All right, Terry --

Q Can you tell ua nave any Presidential decisions been 
deferred or delayed because of the hospitalization? 

MR. SPEAKES: None t.hat I'm aware of. 

u And will tnere be an effort made to :;pare the 
President an~ of tne policy debates tnat he might normally be 
involved in? 

MR. SPEAKES: \-Jell, I don't ti1ink we 1 ll Oring tne Cabinet 
in around the foot of the Ded to argue over -- or anything like that. 
But, Terry, I tnink wnen there's not a conaensus, liKe a couple of 
Cabinet Councils were scheduled to meet tnis weeK on their own, tney 
will continue to do so. That's ~-mere tne policy deDdte will tat~e 
place. If Regan wants to present tnat to the President, he can. If 
ne wanes to j_ner:;ent an option pi:lpe.c to tne Preoident and nave 
somebody talk it tn.cough with him, then that's the way it'll work. 
But --

Q Houid lilayb1: Regan mai<e some decisio11s for ti1e 
President that tne President might normally make? 

r1lR. SPEAKES: On, I vJOuld.11 1 t tninK tnat tne Chief of 
Staff would make any uecisions that ne doesn't Know ti.1at t.ne 
President wisnes him to wake. But I'ru sure tnat Don will be very 
thorougn wi ti1 ti1e President. He nas a good worKing relationship, and 
he iGlO\JS w11at -- Cdn do Oi.l niz own. Dut I don't think any 
Constitutional decisions will be matle by any0ody, otl1er than --

Q But then he would be makiny dt least some decisions 
tnut might normally go to the Presitlent. 

NIL SPEAKE~; You' 11 aave to wait until those decisio11s 
come u.i..J to see. I can't fine tu11e tnat. 

U And linKcd to tnat, will the Vice President be doing 
more t11an he normally uoes .in the day-to-day operations? 

i-m.. GP EAKES: ~la it anu :;ee. 
It 1 ll be news when he does it. 

TII.S PRESS: Ti.1a11k you. 

mm 

It won•t be news today. 

11:50 A.M. I:DT 
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