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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Bethesda, Maryland)

PRESS BRIEFING
BY
LARRY SPEAKES

July 15, 1585

Bethesda Naval Hospital
Bethesda, Maryland

11:38 A.M. EDT

MR. SPEAKES: Since you have had a brief report from the
President, I'll -- being it's Monday morning, I'll return to the
routine.

The President today is announcing James W. Spain to be
Ambassador of the United States to the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka, John Gunther Dean to be Ambassador of the United States
of America to India, Leo pMcKenna to be on the Advisory Board of the
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, Robert Kimmitt to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the Federal Financing Bank, John
William Bode and Raymond D. Lett to be Members of the Commodity
Credit Corporation, and Lydia £. Glover to be United States Marshal
for the District of South Carolina.

This morning, on the President, Dr. Dale Oller, the
President's physician, is running out of superlatives to apply to his
patient. ‘Today, Dr. Oller said after examining the President at
10:30 a.m., "The President continues to proyress superbly from his
surgery."

This morning, the vital signs are within the normal
range. In fact, Dr. Oller, again quoting, "His vital signs are the
same as a person who has not had surgery."

The elevated temperature of yesterday; while still above
the 98.b mark, 1s well down from yesterday and is well within the
normal range.

U Wwhat 1is 1t?

MR. SPEAKES: Lab studies are normal. One of note, the
white blood count, which is a primary indicator of any possible
infection, is within the normal range.

The President's only complaint is a bit of abdominal pain
or discomfort when he gets out of bed. And speaking of getting out
of bed, the President walked from his bed last night to the door of
the suite, which is probably a distance of 30 feet, and returned,
which is another 30 feet, which totals to 60 feet. The President has
had no pain medication. He continues on 1.V. antibiotics; he still
has his nasogastric tube.

Last night, the President stayed up past 12:00 midnight
saying he wanted to finish Louis L'Amour's "Jubal Sackett," and he
did finish it. 1ile said he wanted to see i1f the butler did it. e
asked for another book, which is "Calvin Coolidge: Return to These
Hills," and he's readiny it.

This morning, the President was awake at 7:45 a.m., went
back to sleep for a couple of hours, and he was visited by his
medical team, headed by Dr. Oller, Dr. Smith and Dr. Hutton at 10:30
a.m. He's napping now with the Coolidge book in his lap. He's been
sitting in the elevated sitting position in the bed. Last night, he
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was out of bed in the chair for about 20 minutes.

Don Regan has been out to the hospital this morning, He
left briefing materials for the President. He will return and meet
with the President in the early afternoon. Mrs, Reagan will be at
the hospital shortly if she has not already arrived.

That concludes the President's report,

Q Did he get the biopsy report yet?

MR, SPEAKES: No,

Q Will he get it soon?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, he will get it.

Q When?

Q When will it be available, do you know?

MR, SPEAKES: I would judge mid to late afternoon --
somewhere along in there.

Q ~-- your earlier estimate Saturday, the doctors
thought that by about noon --

MR, SPEAKES: WNo, no. idMidday.

Q -—- midday. Why has it slipped to, perhaps, late
afternoon?

MR. SPEAKES: It has not slipped. The report to you may
have slipped. The report to the President has not necessarily
slipped,

Q llow will we get the report?

Q Why would ~- may I just -~ why would you delay,
after the President has received the report, by some period of time
giving us the report?

MRk, SPEAKES: Sam, what will happen -- and I think you
can respect the wishes ot the First Family -- they will come in: the
doctors will come in; they will sit down wit’ Mrs. Reagan; they will
sit down with the President; they will talk tnis over; they will talk
it over with us on the staff; then I will come, perhaps with a couple
of doctors and explain it, llat takes time. If it takes an hour,
two hours, three hours, we'll take that time and you'll just have to
sit right here and wait,.

Q Will you come with the doctors? Will you bring the
doctors?

MR, SPEAKES: Probably, yes.

Q And will the pathologist be here to talk to
reporters?

ME. SPEAKLS: We'll have doctors.

Q Larry, just out of curiosity, why is it you don't
give exact temperature figures if there's --

MR, SPLEAKES: we just don't go into the exact figures on
this. They vary from patient to patient and if they're in the normal
range, they're in the normal range.

Q What is the normal range, Larry?
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MR. SPEAKES: Normal range for a post-operative

temperature -- probably ranging from slightly below normal to around
100 degrees -- maybe slightly above 100 degrees.
Q Is it above 1007

MR, SPEAKES: The normal range for white blood count is
5,000 to 10,000 and he's in that normal range.

Q So, when you say normal range, you're speaking of
normal range for post-operative? You're not --

MR. SPEAKES: Normal for post-operative but, this -- his
temperature at the moment could very well be the same, as the doctor
says, for someone who has not had surgery.

Q Is it still a little higher than normal, though?

MR, SPEAKES: Wwhat is normal Helen? Is ©8.6 normal? No,
not necessarily.

Q Well, let's assume that that --
MR, SPEAKES: 1It's a little higher than 98.6.
Q -- is it higher than that?

MR, SPEAKES: I'm not going to get in a debate over
temperature. That's an awfully minor thing for --

Q What is causing the elevated temperature? Is there
a reason for it?

MR, SPLAKES: 1It's normal in post-operative surgery. Had
you attended the lecture yesterday, you would have known that.

Q I did -- I watched you. But let re just ask you,
that may be -- it may be normal for post-operative surgery, but why
is an elcevated temperature normal after surgery? That's my gquestion.

MR, SPEAKES: Because surgery is a certain radical change

to the way the body is doing business and it sometimes causcs an
elevated temperature,
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In fact, most times it does. Any medical reporters want to join in
and voucih for that? Hey, hey,there we go.

_ Q Larcy, I missed part of your pbriefing yesterday. 1
hope I am not asking something that was gone over yesterday.

MR. SPEAKES: I do, too.

Q You can do that.

V) Thank you. Sam says I can go over, even if it was.

Tne question nas come up again about why a more extensive
examination of the President's colon was not done fourteen montns ago
and then again five montins ago, and scme people are suggestcing that
it was not done pbecause of politics =-- pecause of tne campaign --

MR. SPEAKES: Want to identify these "some people”?

Q Well -- in print.

MR. SPEAKES: Tne London Observer?

9] Rignt. The London Observer.

MR. SPEAKES: You missed tne last -~ you missed my
rasponse to that, wihich is --

Q Could you repeat your response?
iMR. EPEAKES: Poppycock.

Q Ho political consideration? In otner words, the --
no doctors came and toid cnem they snould do tnis?

FiR. SPLAKES: No.
Q Is that correct?
MR. SFEAKES: No, did not.

Q You said -~ about the nemoccults, tne test for blood
in tne stool -- you had said tnat originally there were some
positives, but under a diet tnat could have indicated some false
positives, and then tihe President was retested. You said that an
overwnelning number of tne retests were negative. Were there in fact
any positives ia the retesting?

MR. SPCARES: Ho. One nundred percent of tunem were
negative.

Q I ask this guestion because it bears on f1ow long the
President may stay in the hospital. 1Is tnere any sign of any bowel
activity yet?

MR. SPEAKES: No, George, not yvet, but everytiing in the
stomacin range is normal, and guite expected.

Q When you say that he is not taking any pain
medication are you inciuding the liittie pacx —--

MR. SPEAKES: Tihe little what?

Q The little drip pack?

MR. SPEAKES: Tnat -- I perhaps misled in tne first day
and you missed yesterday. It is a one~time injection into the sac

around t:ue spinal column. That is it, and that is ail that he has
had.

MORE #1500-07/15



Q Is tihe pain he is feeling today an indication that
that is wearing off?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know whether it nas or not, HMike.
I think it is so minute tnat, you know, whether it has worn off or
not is hard to say. It lasts one or two days —-- something like that.

Q Is he taking aspirin or Tylenol for the discomfort?
MR. SPEAKES: No.

Q Nothing?

MR. SPEAKES: Wo.

Q Two guestions. One on the temperature. Am I
correct tnat yesterday you said that the temperature was below 100
degrees?

Mx. GPEAKES: Yes.

V) S0 it would be fair to say tnat tne temperature is
somewhere now petween 98.6 and 1007

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, but it was below 100 yesterday. It is
velow below 100 today.

Q Okay, and the secona guestion, on tine biopsy, as I
rememper the doctors, wnen they came in on Saturday, said thnat tine
biopsy resulits siould pe ready between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 today. I
mean, they were tnat specific. Is taat still tine schedule?

MR. SPEAKES: No, I don't tnink so, buc tnere is --

Q In fact, Larry, they did say -- I pelieve that it
was Dr. Rosenberqg who said it would be 11:00 a.m.

MR. GSPEAKES: Dr. Roseinberg is not doing tnose studies,
and tuey are peing done, you know, at otner places wicnin tne
military complex here, and so it just =-- you Know, when they are
ready, tiaey are ready.

Q Larry, can you tell us tne xind of coirrespondence
tnat tne President is getting, any correspondence ne is initiating --
puone calls or lettecs to anyone?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think tne President has made any
telepnone calls. Correspondence he is getting is from a numver of
foreiyin governnemts. {le have a list nere, wnicn I don't tinink is
complieted. They are from the President of Egypt, the King of Saudi
Arapia, tne President of Honduras, the -- I don't know his title --
the Republic of China, the -~ from the Sudan, Turkey, Canada, Fraace,
the Federai Repuwvlic ot Germany, tie Uanited Kingdom, Japan,
Australia, but we are not at tiae point whnere we can provide a
complete list.

Y] fdave you neard from Mr. Gorvacinev yet?

MR, SPEAKES: I don't tnink so, but I don't have the
complete list, so --

Q Has Nicaragua sent one?

MR. CPEAKEG: I read tnat in the paper, but I 4o not nave
it here on my list.

2 They clLaim tnat they have sent one.

Q Would you descripbe what kind of governmental
business tne President has conducted this morning?
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MR. SPEAKES: Has what? Conducted tnis morning?

Q Has the President conducted any government business
this morning?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think so, Owen, but I think this
afternoon --

Q Does he plan to?

MR. SPEAKES: =~ he will lookX over nis intelligence
reports and talk with Don Regan.

Q Can you tell us about his meetinyg witn Regan?
Q Is Regan here now or is ne --

MR. SPEAKES: No, he's gone pback. He was here tiis
morning.

Q He's now operating out of tae ¥Wnite House?
MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

Q Can you teil us about his meeting witi Regan today?
Any more detail apbout what tney --

MR. SPEAKES: I dida't say he met with Regan.

Q I tuougnt Regan nad come.

Q Will ne?

MR. SPEAKES: I said Regan left some materials for nim.

Q So they did not meet?

MR. SPEAKES: No. Tney did not meet.

V] Tip O'Neill saiu today tnat the "pbudget ball is now
on Dule's table,” to use tne exact quote. Is tnat tne Presiuent's
view -~ tnat it's now up to Senautor Dole?

MR. SPEAKES: No. We expressed that also yesterday.

Q I neard wanat you expressed yesterday, Lacry. I was
watching.

MX. SPLAKLS: I see. Lxpressed it again today.
Q All right.

MR. SPOAKES: It falls in tane nands of the Democratic
conferees wno must meet the Senate witn substantial budget cuts. The
Senate has gone more than halfway. I tinink tne -- it's up to the
House conferees to meet tihem.

Q Is thne administrsation seeking to overturn tae
abortion law?

MR. SPEAKES: Tne Justice Department, as I understand it,
will file a brief in tihe Supreme Court today that combines two cases
that are ou appeal before the 3rd and 7tin Circuits of tne U.S. Court
of Appeals. Bocth tinese cases involve restrictions tiat the State of
Iliinois and Pennsylvania legislatures nave enacted to help govern
the manner 1in wiicih apbortions are performed. I tiink I'll let you go
to Justice Department to get more details on that.

Q Tne President approved tnat £iling?
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

Q Larry, you said that the President had abdominal
pains when he got up. Is that the only time ne suffers any pain?

MR. SPEAKES: That's right. And I think it would

probably be better to call it discomfort and it's certainly normal
for someone who has an iacision.
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_ Q Will Bush be standing in for Reagan during the week
with phone calls to the Hill, the swearing=-in of tne CEA, the Federal
Reserve --

MR. SPEAKES: 1 don't know wnether ali that wiil be aone
this week, but the First Lady will be attending tne pertormance of
the Boston Pops toniyght at the white House and sne will host a
diplomatic reception. 8Shne will speak there. Tnere is open coverage
on the lawn of nher remarks 1n soame of those events.

There are two meetings witin tne Finance Commlittee, a
breakfast and a lunch, scheduled tals week. And chances are tie Vice
President wili sit in those. It was scheduled to be a visit with bon
Regan and Secretary Bagker, and tne Vice President will probawly sit
in the full lenyth ot those meetings. Tne President was scuneduled to
drop by. He probably won't drop by.

Q Miynt he make a phone call to any of the Cungressmei
vur the --

MR. SPEAKES: Not any plans to, no.

1 ~= Senators?

viR. SPEAKES: Helen, and I['1l nave to work tile pack. Let
ne --

Q How avout tne CEA and Fea --

M., SPEAKLS: I dun't know whetiner tiose sweariny-ins
Will take place tuls week or not.

Let me work tne front cow aind tnen I'ii ~--

Q In tne many interviews that Regan nds glven the past
twe days, ne said tuat the Praesiaent would meet tine President of
China next week, taat ne woulu p¢ abie to welcome nim or ygreet nlim.
Is tllat waat's 1o tae =--

h

MIR. SPEAKLS: The Presliuent will meet him. [t could be
on sumewnat of a reduced scuedulye, because tilat could very well oe
tihe ficst day or two that the President's ncme from the hospital.
But tne President uoes plan to meet hlm.

NOE lice

Q You gut a mectinyg scineduled here between the
President and Busn get?

vik. SPEAKES: Hot yet, no.

V] Expect tnat tcday?

MR, SPEAKES: I dun't kuow whether it wiil e today or
act. . Chances are it will ve tumocrow. But as sooun as can, tne Vice
Presideat will oe comlng out.

Georye.

] Could you descrioe the ilancision, aow long 1t 1is,
wnetiler 1t's a straight-line incision, if there's an angie? Could
Jou tell us sometniing --

MR. SPEAKES: As I unuerstand it, it's a stgalyht-line
vertical incision. But I won't nave the measurement. It was
certalnliy lonyg enduyn ia order to ailuw tne paysicians -- the
surgeons tu work laside and particuldarly to examlne tinose Organs.
Sc, tiney paid particular pains on tnat. But ilunger than that, 1 --

5l Larry, wnen did the President maxke tihe decisiuil un
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all tnese appointments tnat you announced this morning?

MR. SPEAKES: The appointments? I'm sure they were made
probaply some time ago.

Chris, tnen Bruce.

Q Yes, why didn't the President meet with Regan wiaen
he came today? Was he asleep at that time?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. He took a nap tiis morning.
Bruce,

Q Did tne senior statff discuss in any more detaii
today arrangements for pacinyg what work the President 1s going to du?
And, if so =--

Mk, SPEAKES: No. I tnink we'il pcobably nave a session
sometime iater today in which we wiil look over the sciedule for tne
coming tnree or ftour weeks and just work out tne details of aow
gyuickly that tihe President can jump back in.

Let me go on to tne pack.,

2 Is there anytning you can tell us about what the
tninking is on how -- what are tne arrangements over the next few
weeks?

MR. SPEAKES: 1 think tie arrangements are tihe Presiuent
will De Dack in the white House sometime in a week vr so. And he'itl
pe cunvalescinyg, as anyoody woulu that's ifiad this type of sucgyery.
He'il pe coming tu the vifice as quickiy as ne feels like it. 1
think there'll ve a reduced scnedule tor a coupie of weeks, and then
1t'll yradualiy plck up, as time goes by.

owen .
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@ I think this has been asked before, but when the
original schedule was decided to have the President come here for the
removal of the polyp, were there any prior indications or evidence or
suspicion that something else might be found?

MR. SPEAKES: ~None except those we've spoken of, and that
includes the hemoccult test, the finding of the polyp -- all of the
things that we've said public. It would the the only thing that
could give you any speculation there might be something else, but
there was absolutely no knowledge that there would be anything else
in there we were looking to see.

Q So the decision to begin researching how the 25th
Amendment works, and the decision to tape the President's Saturday
Radio Broadcast was done as a precaution in the event --

R, SPEAKES: Well, it was really -- the researching ot
the 25th Amendment was something that had taken place, really, since
the administration began, and particularly so after 198l. It was not
as if the Counsel's Office didn't have a fairly thick bcok of
research on it, and a number of options that could be used to
exercise 1it.

As far as tapinyg the radio broadcast, it was taped really

in case the President did not get away from the hospital on Saturday
morning in time to get up to Camp David to meet the 12:06 zir time.

Q When exactly was the tape made?

MR. SPEAKES: It was taped Thursday afternoon, 1 believe.
MR. WEINBERG: Thursday afternoon.

MR, SPEAXKES: George?

Q I want to clarify when he will be going back to the
White liobuse. You mentioned a week or so -- earlier --

MR. SPEAKLS: Seven to ten days after the surgery.

Q But you expect him to be back in the White House
early next week?

mR. SPEARES: Yes. A week would be Saturday or sunday,
ten days would be Monday, Tucusday or somewhere -- Wednesday --
scitewhere in there.

Q Nothing has changed on that?

LR, SPEAKES: o, nothing has changed. Seven to ten days
-- we'll play it by ear.

Barbara?

C I just want to make sure I understand. Are you
saying that the biopsy report is not ready?

Mik. SPEAKES: The patholiogy report is -- I assume is not
ready. We've not had doctors sinow up and say, "Here is the report,”
so --

o Larry, I wonder if I can check a yuote with you.

MR. SPEAKES: All right.

] You told us that when the President resumed power,

he was offered an opportunity to send you away and bring you back
later, and ne said, "No, gimme a pen."
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MR. SPEAKES: Right.

Q The Chief of Staff was qguoted by some people today
as saying ==

MR. SPEAKES: Saying, "Give me that."”

) -- saving, "Hell no, then I wouldn't sign the letter
-- gimme that." Can you tell us which quote is correct?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, the -~ my part -- my quote is a
partial quote, "Give me the pen." I would have to overrule the Chief

of Staff that the President did say, "Give me the pen." The first
part of the quote is also correct; it was said in a jesting manner.

o] Can you tell us why you didn't give us that at the
time?
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MR. SPEAKES: I guess my note-taking was a little faulty.
But, no.

Okay, let me heip tne back out nere. Nelson.

Q Tie indication yesterday was that the President
would meet with staff mempbers, piural. Is he goiny to do that or is
he not going to do that because of scheduling, because he slept, or
because of his condition?

MR. SPEAKES: This morning, after staying up so late, he
did take a nap tinis morning, or is in the process of taking a nap. I
think ne'll pe up around noon, awakened around noor, and then -- with
surgery taking the better portion of Saturday, you attempt to get the
President on an appropriate day-and-nigunt scnedule. And that's wiat
we're doing. He just stayed up late last night. Simple as that.

But ne'li meet with Don Regan tiis afternoon and probably
others of us.

Q Larry, we sougnt to set up an interview witi a
doctor from the National Cancer Institute and were told that all such
interviews wouid have to be cleared vy the wWiite House. Is tnat
true, and why?

MR. SPEAKLS: Tnat's correct. Tihat is true. Tihe Reagans
nave very strong feelings about doctor-patient relationsinip. And
tnose doctors tinat are involved in the President's case will not bpe
doing press interviews except in tunis briefing rooi.

Q Tnese were not, to my understanding, doctors
involved in tne patieant's case. Tnese were other experts =--

MR. SPEAKES: I would judge that the National Cancer
Institute prowvabiy is looxking at some of tine ethical standards and
don't feel that it's appropriate for doctors who are not involved in
a patient's care to comment on a case wihen tiney don't know tine
particuitars ot it. 1 guess it's -- second-guessing is out of
puginess over at HCI.

Q vWell, why is tne Wnite House involved in directing
tnat traffic?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't tiink we directed it specifically,
out we certainly did talk to Dr. Rosenberg about nis own personal
relationsnip witn tne media. But --

Q We were speciiicaily told tnat you, tne VWnite House,
would be setting up those interviews and would make any arrangements.

MK. GPEAKES: If tnere are any set up, we'll set them up.
But, meanwhile, I don't tnink anybody has been at a loss for a doctor
to get on television and comment on the President's case.

Q Ot course, tuis was not tie procedure followed in
'8l. Dr. Aaron and otiner doctors made themseives available just as
they'd cihoose ror press interviews. Wnat's tiue difference?

MR. SPEAKES: The diiference is that we just don't think
it's appgropriate. Tihe Reagans nave very stronyg feelings about
doctor-patient relationsnips, as I think you would it you were in the
nospital. I doa't tnink you would want --

Q -- you told us that, but, apparently they developed
tnese strong feelings after 1381.

MR. SPEAKES: Welil, I realize tne President is doing
extremely well today and tihere's -- as tine President continues to
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improve, I'm sorry that tnat doesn't make headlines. But,
nevertheless, I don't intend to stand here and brow-beat the tenth of
degree of temperature or whether or not doctors are giving
interviews. So, if you have another supmject, I'll be glad to talk
apout it. Otaer than that, go fly a kite.

Q Just one tning. I mean, doesn't it have sometning
to do witn the fact that these doctors are either government
employees or have a government connection, whereas tine doctors in
1981 were private individuals?

MR. SPEAKLES: Not necessariiy. We have a private
pnysician on the President's surgical team. He has not given
interviews. Dr. Lee -- Dr. Smith -- Dr. Lee Smith has not given any
interviews. 5o tnat's just the way we feel about it. And if
anybody's got a problem with it, so be it.

Q Larcy =-

U We're asikiilg you guestions. You needn't try to imake
it appear that we're the neavies in some play about whether we or
anyone else is nappy or unnappy that the President is doing well.
That was a chneap shot, wasn't it?

MR. GPEAKES: What seems to pbe -- tihe allegation that
tihey were government employees had anything to do witnh it, that seems
to be a little heavy.

Q We're simply asking winy, 1in 1981 wnen daoctors who
attended tne President were not talked to by members of thne White
House staff and asked not to give iriterviews, tiat doctors are now --

MR. SPEAKES: If we nad thougint about it at tihe time, we
would have done so.

Yes, sir.

Q Does your tiwming on the release of the pathology
report tinis afternoon, no matter wnat that report shows, nave
anytning to do witih tne closiay times of the financial market?

MR. SPEAKES: No, it does not.

Joanne?

2 iflave you got any guidance on wien the fawmily members
mignt pe meeting with tne President oc¢ talking witin him or --

MR. SPEAKES: Pamily members?
V) Yes, sir.

MR. SPEAKES: !rs. Reaygan probavly will shortly after
noon today.

Q Cniidren, relatives?

MR. SPEAKES: Cnildreir are in their homes. They've
talked to rirs. Reagan, including Maureen a couple of times in

Mairowpi, s0 -- I dou't think they have any plan to come to the
hospital.

Joanne?

Q Do you nave any idea of tne cost of tiais

nospitalization and tine surgery and evercytiing?

MR. SPEBAKLS: MNo, I don't. The hospital room is =- what?
--= $425, 5435 a day?
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MR.

MR.

WEINBERG: $452.

SPEAKES: $452 a day. But I do not have any idea for

the surgical costs and so forth.

Q

Does the President have Medicare and private

hospital insurance?

MR,

SPEAKES: Thne President nas both, but I do not think

he willi be using his Medicare. And as far as nis personal insurance,
whatever bills come to the White House, they'll be reviewed. What is
not paid for by insurance or other means, the President will pay

himself.

v;

Is the National Security briefing written or is Bud

going to come and give it orally?

sona”

afternoon?

MR.

Q

MR.

Q

over here other

MR.

Q

SPEAKES: It's written.

So Bud is =-- will he be meeting with aim this

SPEAKES: I don't think so today, no.

You said no family memvers are going to e coming
tnan Mrs. Reagan? Tiaat was your anticipation?

SPEAKES: Tnat's apout wnat I said.

Is that a medicai reason winy tne family might not

coime Or just personal ceasons?

MR,

SPEAKES: Ho, it's distance, Paul. 1It's a long haul

from Nairooli winen Mauceen is over tnere on usiness. The other kids
are in California and wherever else so tiney'll see their fatner in
Tney'li talk to nim on tie phone in aque course.

due course.

are routine,

Bruce?

9]

Larry, as lonyg as the Hational Security briefings

tnere's notning ouc of the ordinary, is it unlikely that
McFarlane will pe coming over --

day later in the week.

MR. SPEAKES: Well, cnances are that Bud will be here a
George.
Q As Commander-in-Cnief, is Reagan entitled to fiee

medical care nere? And if he is, way doesn't ne take it?

MR.

SPCAKES: Tnat might be true, George. I do not Kknow

tne answer to that.

practice.

Q
MR.

O

MR.

So,

Q

Wny doesn't ine accept it if he is?
SPEAKEZ: Pardon?
Why doesn't ne take the free medical --

SPEAKEG: I'm sure ne will if that's standard

Beruie?

Has the Vice President peen in touca witn the

President at all?

MR.

SPEAKES: Not talked to nim, no. WNo, tihe Vice

President is in the White House this morning and I don't think he's
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talked to him ~- I know he's not talked to him on the phone.
Yes, ma'am.

Q Is the President reguired by law to check into a
federal hospital or is it just tradition?

MR. SPEAKES: No, it's -- Eisenhower went to Walter Rged,
this President went to Bethesda. Others have gone —-- where did Jimmy
Carter go, Sam?

Q ilere at Bethesda.

MR. SPEAKES: Oh, did hne?
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Q Here.

MK. SPEAKES: Okay.

Q But they're all government --
MR, SPEAKES: I'll --

Q He was a Naval officer and, of course, Mr. Reagan
was a horse cavalryman.

MR, SPEAKES: There's no horse cavalry hospital, so he --
(laughter) =-- come here.

Q But he did --
Q Larry?
MR, SPEAKES: Yes?

Q Why will the President not use his lMedicare -- just
his feeling towards the program?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think he'll need his lbedicare.

Q There's no motion picture hospital.

Q No motion picture hospital. (Laughter.)

Q -- his own personal insurance?

MK. SPEAKES: ©No, it's his own insurance ~- goes back tc

his days as California Governor.

Q Larry, doesn't the President get frec health care
here?

MR, SPEAKES: He may, Bub. I do not know the answer to
that. If he does, he does and he'll take it if he -- if it's
standard practice.

Q I mean, 1 don't think there's any room price or
anything.

Q Hey, there he is. ue's leaving the hospital.

MR, SPEAKES: No, there is a rocom price -- yes.

Q In this case?

MR, SPEAKES: Pardon?

Q -- this is a medical -- military facility. 1 can't

MK. SPEAKES: [ understand. But there's a standard price
placed on that room.

0 In fact, don't the President and all feceral
cfficers, including Congressimen and Flag Ofticers all get this care
for free?

ME., SPEARES: I don't know,.

Q It's just --
C Does he still have the tube?
MR. SPEAKES? Yes -- his nasogastric tube, as I said
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earlier.
Bob?
Q Are you in pain, Larry? (Laughter.)
Q Do you have any quotes --

. MR. SPEAKES: Mark Weinberg has stayed here -- vho's
paying for his room? I know he's not.

Q -- gotta get per diem. (Laughter.)

MR, SPEAKES: -- getting better than the cafeteria food,
huh?

Bob?

Q Do you have any quotes from the President concerning

his condition today?
MR, SPEAKES: His what?
Q Quotes.
Q Quctes -- Presidential quotes?
MR, SPEAKES: No, I have not -- do not.

Q Larry, any chance Don Regan can come out and talk to
us sometime today?

MR, SPBEAKES: No.
Q The three people he didn't talk to yesterday.

Q Yes, the three peopie he didn't give exclusive
interviews to. (Laughter.)

Q Was that your quip about the President staying up to
see 1f the butler did it, or was that --

MK, SPEARES: Wo. That's what he remarked last night.

Q He actually said that?

MK, SPEAKES: Dave?

Q Larry, was there any strategic reason that the
President decided to go ahead with the budget compromise without
getting concessions from the Demccrats on domestic spending first?

MR, SPEAKES: No, Dave. I think the President's dccision
was that there was an impasse on Scclal Security COLAs, that -- and
if that was not going to be done, then the heat needed to be put on
the llouse conferees toc make some movement in non-detense spending.

Q Larry?

Q Larry, what 1s your briefing schedule? When are you
planning to move the operation back to the White House.

MKk, SPEAKES: Tomorrow,

Q Larry, how are these quotes being conveyed -- like
the one about the butler?

MR, SPEAKES: Got to get it from the nurse.
Q So you talked to the nurse?
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MR, SPEAKES: Talked to the nurse, all the doctors, all

the corpsmen ~- whoever's there. Talk to all of them.
Q But not the President --
Q But not the President directly?
Q Are we going to have some pathologists here this

afternoon when the report's issued?

MR, SPEAKES: We will have a physician here. I dJdo not
know who it'll be yet.

Q A physician --
MR. SPERAKES: Well, one or more.

Q More logistics, Larry. As you move the operation
back to the White House tomorrow, what becomes of the filing center
and so on?

MR, SPEAKES: I think we'll have to address that -- Have
you arrived at any conclusicon with the Admiral yet?

Q I think we ought to keep it.

MR, SPEAKES: The Admiral didn't like you throwing
chicken bones cn this floor in here in the auditorium, so --
(laughter) =-- if you won't throw chicken bones today, maybe we can
negotiate to at least have your phones operational.

I think we'd always be prepared to -- for any
contingency here and we'd try to leave your electronic setup --

Q Considering how long it took to set into operaticn,

if we could keep that as long as he's in the hospital, I think it
would be --

MORE #1500-07/15



MR. SPEAKES: But once -- once, and we'll tell you firmly
this afterncon if we'll start operating from there tomorrow. And
we'll just -- once we du that, tnen tinere'il be no statements wmade

nere, so you dJon't have to worry about it. But I know you will want
to -- someone will want to stay.

Yes, ma'am.

Q Yes, I don't mean to belabor tinls tiing aoovut tne
Cancer Institute, but in my many yecars of covering Presideunt:ial
healtn thinys, I can never remember anything like this. Waen Mrs.
Ford had her breast cancer, for exampie, no one trom tne Cancer
Institute commented specitically on her, out we were free to cail on
tne experts -- '

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. I really don't know the genesis ot
thiis. we've had a couple of conversations witih Dr. Rusenbery who's
the heau of it. I don't xnow whether he's interpreted that as given
instructions all down the line not to comment, but we'lil check on
that and sce.

Yes =--

Q DO you know wnetner his aondominal discomfourt has nad
any effect on nis avility to take deep breaths or cough?

MR. SPEAKES: I doun't pelieve su. The respiratory rate
nas oveen, as I say, normal. It's peen very goud. And I have not
heard any compliaints aor anytning from tane doctors about tne deep
breatning and so fortin. I think that's oeen fine. And oftentimes --
and his luings are ciear. 8o, oftentimes, when you're not able to
take tnusce ueep breaths, then is when you ovegin to have provlems with
tae -~ some areas of tine lunys temporarily collapsing or sometinilng
ligke that. But tuat -- nis respiratory rate 1s guod and his luuygs
are clear, so tiere's no indication he's had any proplems there.

Q dow wlill we Knuw waen the orieting's =- how are you
giving us warning wnen tha =--

MR, SPEAKES: I usually call over nere and try to yive
YOu a warininyg. Aad tihen Leo and his crowd are riynt outside my
office with tihneilr walkle-talkies.

W Can you glve us =-- particularly the one tiis
atternoon —- pecause l'm sure we're all going to go iive witin it --
as muchh warning as you can.

MR. SPEAKES: Wwe'll try to. Sure. I uauerstand.

Yas.

Q waat time diu the Presiuent go to ped last night?
You said it was late,

¥R, SPEAKES: He went to sleep shortiy atter -- sometime
atter midaignt. I doa't know the precise time, but --

Q Did ne just aot sleep?
MR, SPBAKES: Pardon?
O D1d ne jJust not sleep or ne wasan't tired =--

MR, SPEAKES: He was readlng, trcying to tind out what
nappaied at the end ot the Lok, "Jupal Sackett.”

Q Don't tell me.

Yk, SPEAKES: He woulun't teli me. That's nuwper six on
tie Best Seller List. See wnat happeans next waek.
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Terry. All right, Terry --

Q Can you tell us nave any Presidential decisions been
deferred or delayed because of the hospitalization?

MR. SPEAKES: None tnat I'm aware of.

Q And will tnere be an effort made to spare the
President any of tne policy debates tnat he might normally be
involved in?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I don't tinink we'll bring tne Cabinet
in around the foot of the bed to argue over -- or anything like that.
But, Terry, I tnink when there's not a consensus, like a couple of
Cabinet Councils were scheduled to meet tnis week on their own, they
will continue to do so. That's where tne policy debate will take
place. If Regan wants to present that to the President, he can. If
ne wants to present an option paper to tne President and have
somepody talk it tnrougn with him, then that's the way it'll work.
But --

Q Vould maybe Regan make some decisioas for tne
President tnat the President might normally make?

MR. SPEAKES: On, I woulda't tnink tnat tne Chief of
Staff would make any decisions that he doesn't know tihat the
President wisnes him to make. But I'm sure tilat Don will be very
tiorouyn witih tine President. He nas a good working relationship, and
he knows winat -- can do oun his own. But I don't thiank any
Constitutional decisions will be made by anywody, other than --
2 But tnen he would be wmaking at least some decisions
that migiht normally go to the President.

MR. SPEAKES: You'll anave to wait until those decisious
come uy to see. I can't fine tuane tnat.

Q And linked to tnat, will the Vice President be doing
more taan he normally does in tihe day-to-day operations?

¥iR. SPEAKES: VWalt and see. It won't be news today.
It'il be news when he does 1it.

TiZ PRESS: Tuank you.

END 11:50 A.M. EDT
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