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Dr. Xissinger, the Iraqi Army se~ms to be in ths 

tory at the he~td of the Porsia . .n G-ulf. Whc!t dan.9-e:cs and what 

D~~-" rc:sstr-..'GER~ Well, the mcst immediate proble,1. is 

now will be in th0 hands o~ the most radical of the OPEC 

countrieH 8 in t.e:cms of pricing, so it will have an eff'$~Gt 

arms r Sov}.et friendsh:i.p t:cea.ties, htw·0 brought a.bout a 

ch,:1.nge .in th,:· military ---· in t:he military and polit.ica.:1. 

s it.1 .. etic.m in the area~ 

'l'hi.rd, it is going to hDve a very serious :i.mp<:1c~:: on 

the moderate. A:t:ab ~rnt.ions in the Persian Gulf who see Iraq 

e:rnergin.g as t.lv:: hegemonial country in that area .. 

And, fourth I I think it is going to ha,ve sericyc1.s 

effec·~.s inside Iran. which arE: not .necessarily all bad from 

ou:c pcint of view, because it«s ha:cd to imagine a gow;rnment 

much more botit..ile to us t.han the c0 rrent one. 

.MR~ MONROE: Would yon claboratB a little bit on the 

poss.ibh:a c:ffects inside Xr,i:n which you say might not be all 
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bad? 

DR. EISSINGER: thin.'!.i;: th;;1t:. this • Cl ., T warv wnicn ... 

m.:i.sp&ct. will. be unsucoessful, will fc:;::-ce .some ,mnsiderJ..t.ion ot 

wha': the p:t·esent regime has done to I:ri!.i:1 in tf~rn1s o:t inter-

n;,.,_tional izolc:1.tion, econom.ic impoverishment, and it ro.ay br.ing 

about e:U:.her a. chc;.n.,Je in the reg.1.mt~ or a. c:.:hc3.ng-e in orientam 

tion of the x:eg .i.me. But then W,; come to the second question: 

Supposing they wa.nt. to change orientation, wJ-1.at. do they 

believe the United States will be able t.o do for them, gb,ven 

our perfoxn:-.anee in that a:ce.:. in recent yea.rs, and so tha.t even 

if there O s a change, they may ,'!or reasons of prudence feel 

that they have to x-ely on the Soviets for milita.ty suppor.t, 

i:ath,.~r than on us as they ha.d in the pa.st,, 

MR. MONROE: Do you agree with President Carter's policy 

:>f neutrality'? 

DR. KISS!i'!GER: I agree with Presideni.:: Carter's policy 

that in the imro.ec.Uate s1ituation then:! is n.othing we can do. 

C regret the sequence of' events that got us into a position 

'11hers that is -- where those are tli.e only choices left fox.· th·-• 

'Jnited States. 

M.R. MONROE: Thank yot.,, or. I<issinger. Our repiorte1~s o ·1 

MEET THE PRESS today are Carl T . ¥.iDwan of t.he Chit:.!a.go Sun-1' im.1s" 

:Uchard Burt of ~r-he New York 'l'.imes, and Martrin Kalb of NBC 

hack with our· questions in a minute._ 
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MRo MONROE~ be? 11 con'd.nu,e the questions for Henry 

sec•uencj 
.1 1 

we wouldn 1 -c be in t:hi.r;; mess if the C.a:-:-ter Adminh;tration ~ 2-..d 

done what it needE.H::i to do to prop np the Shah of Xr,~n, inst;ead 

of Lmd.en:1in.i.ng him. De you s-ub.sc;,:ib,~ t:o the thesis that this 

:ts what got. m, into -;:his mess? 

the geopolitical of the post:-·war r.x,:r iod. He had 

policy rr.atte):-s uncondi tio:na.1ly on Oi.u: sid(:, and the reason 

' . n.:1.n1 arms h'as to balance the large influx of 

Soviet tirrns intc I.t~,;;).q, so I believE': that without t.he collapse 

of the Sh;.:1h of Iran, it would. have b1~en absolutely inconce:l.v­

ahle that th.is tvculc1 happen, but: one has to go look at this 

f rem an ev~n wider per.spect.i ve ~ 

In the last t .hree years, there have been Cuban expedi-· 

ti.onary forcer;; in :8thiopia. 1.rhere has been a Communist cot1p 

in .Sou.th Yemen that put in a p:,:o-Soviet government into thc,t 

st:categ ic: area . 1rhe.:;:e have been two co·,ps in Afghanistan 
1 

I 

25 followed by thr:i Soviet occupation of l\fghanistan, and now ..... and 
! 
I 
i 
i 
) 
:, 
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the coll.apse ,of Iran~ All of: t.hese toge'i:her have created the 

iiu.ag,::, in the Persian Gulf thttt this has ha.pprrmed either by 

Soviet t:coops r or by Soviet. coups or. by Sovi...st proxy forces; 

and that the Urd.t.ed States :is an impcte:nt bysta.nder: and ha.s 

:tn tbe di.rect:Lo,1 in the direction of tha 2:a.dicaJ.s r and in 

this sense, I agree with th;;i crit..:tcism, yeso 

a dick manr a man whoud virtually given up the fight~ Do you 

really think th0re is some way we could have kept that man iri 

power 6 S{iv-en the ltiag·nitude of th~ revolution that was arising 

DR .. J.<:!SS!NGER.; When you done t have access to all the 

5 

:ietails.- it is extremely difficult to say what one should have 

:lone t.actL:,ally .in. a ve::y co:mplicated E,i tuation, but one thing 

i.s cl.1ear ~ If one reads the art.icla of Ambassador Sullivan, 

·,~hat concerns me is not that his particula:r. recommendation 

111as rejectedr because 1 fraa,.kly believe his particular recom­

rn.end.ation was naive, but what concerns 1ne is that there were 

·:hree different. policies b~ing pu.xsued simultaneously, acco:r,1-

:Lnq b., hio own accou:n'tr one of them involving the transfe1: of 

i.:he army from the Shah to Bak.h-tiar, a..11other t:r.ansferring the 

army ~o B~·t:rzigan ~ a third just to overthrow the Shah on human 

,~ights grouJ1ds" When you have three dif. ferent policies put"S !ed 

by the United Stat,-es p a.nd the Prasid.ent not choosing between 
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the;m ::.n a :-:evolut.ic.n,.a:cy sitrm.tiori.J the least you can sa.y 

him~ 

r think t.h;,:..i::: P.cna.ld Re-::.gan will brirq 

to the office a wilJ.iJ19nes2: to br:i.ng in senior e_d.,;riso:rs and 

policy than the one that has been cazried out 5.n the last few 

:J.ndi..vidnals, and for th.Q\t reason r believe it: will be a safer 

foreign pol.icy and a more mat.n.re fo:rei.gn policy., 

HR. BURT~ Dr. Kissinger, :r want to :i::·et.u.rn ·to this 

'8nr1if::r point you :made about the possibility that there cc:.1ld 

be this conflict in -c.he Persian Gulf ~- could lead to chan9es 

6 



1 

2 

IS 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

'/3 

14 

15 

16 

·17 

'18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I I 

! 

,.n Ir:an tha.t 0.-.rould. not be entirely bad for the United States~ 

Would you s..:ipport. r or at. lt:1ast support. the study in the U,. S 

Governm,~n.::. of tci.ki .q advantage of th.is con:r.lict to perhaps 

DR. K"l'.S13XNGEH.~ :C th5.n1· we axe now in a position where 

hi:tEffest.s ~ ctnd ot ,_;~f.:n.n:se, the Uni t.ed States Govern,-uent has an 

obliqat.ion to look 3.t all possihili.ties, e·,1en those that .it 

has 1 o .int,:;;int:lon of carrying out~ simply to prepare itself 

intellectv.1.llyo 

In terms o:c A.m.erican get.ipolitical :!.ntex:est.s in tha.t 

a::~ea ~ our :normal relationshil? would be with Iran~ because Iraq 

:1 :::, the n o'it rad.Leal of the Arab criu.ntries, :;-1;spit.e occasional 

fl:l.rtuticns with t..he West., it attempts to achieve a leadership 

over the rest of the A.ra.b coi nt.ries that is more or less aJ.m('.-~d 

against our irl'!:f~rt9sts. On th•~ at.her hand, the experience of 

the !rc1.nian.s with the United Stat.es i.s S,lch that I think H: is 

unlikely that they will believe that we can p:t'otect any frie: ,d 

in that area, having seen how w-e conducted ourselves towards 

the Shah and ou1 ina!:)i.lity to protect: the h,.;stages, so that 

sven if the.t·e is a change of government and even if they shou ~ d 

1;!come con·i;i ,_, ed that they should go ba,~k to their more trad · -

t.ionaJ. posture, it :ts not at all clear to me that theytll ha·.e 

i;,nough confidence to ao so. 

But r think the best we can do tmder r..he present 
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mixing :~:..1'i:.o it, '1.'he 5.rnportant pT.'t)blcm.1 is to build a fir.d:n:-eak 

M.n. BUR'l'; Vira:tl, in ox·des~ to build up our credib1.1:;.ty in 

prescript.::lon;;;:, :1.n the rcdddle of a urisis. r~avins aside t:he 

'iiOT.ld is oil su.ppl:i..es is ti1oving. 

.3oviet prox.ies a.nd. Bo1riet cc,u~:;J o Do yo\t believe that the 

position of som,~body who th.t:ows a rock down a mountainside that 

:.s cove::ed ~1. i:h boulde;:·s ,, and then claims that it is not 

, re:5pons5.bl~ fox a par:rn;erby being killed, b~c.iause the :t."Ocf,. that 
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ki.llad them is not i.:he rock they thr·1~w. 

Whe-.1 you introduce J.a:r.ge qu.anti ties of arms into an area 

responsible for the consequences, the partic :i.l,1;u: event 

was not urged by you. 

I do not beJ.iev~ ·r.::hat the Soviet Un.ton par'i:'J.cularly urged 

this indivi,~'.uvJ. event. On the o:..hex: hand~ the Soviet Union 

cannot be surpr:/.::;ed if r- aftC!.r ·rhe cr...,llapse of Iran, which 

tended to checkmate Iraq an.d which was the re~.son why we tended 

l:raq had 

an option either ,:owards the Arab world 01.· towards Irii.n o It 

cho~e, for a variety of reas~:ms 1 to attack lran also no a warn­

.lng to the ,::)'ther mcd.erate Arab oount.ri.es oi';; wh?.rt could happen 

·::o thGm i.f they c:r.cssed. Ir.z.qi. pm:p,oses ~ So .i.n a gecpoli tical 

).'•,m~ KAI .. .B: now do you th.ink tha Soviet Union regarch1 t.he 

Onited Stat~~s at this poin-t ·? 

D~ .. K:tSSINCE.Ri I think the Soviet Union regards th~ 

:fl:dted Stat.es t·dth bafflement. They see us unwilling to protet t 

h:mdm-~ent.al geopolitc::a1 interests~ They see us oscillate 

·t.ions on lim.:i. ted toplcs., I think they sea a strategic 
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a :u.n,, 'I.hen, they hac!n' t e·,,ps,ctsd it, and so they h~.ve .s l"i><tl\ref 

of sni:,,1n9· gr.".:::,1t O;?pox:-tunitJ.e::-1 tc::"<1.p~ced by the fear thr:rt .Ame:r.ica 

of 

o:: th~ rem.::mption cif talk$ on t:heater nuclea:c forces in Eu:.t:ope 

,:-.t th.0 very m-.:.;:.ment when the ·upheaval. in the Persian Gulf 
O 

which 
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Khomeini .~eg:i.me, -a react.ion zi.gainst Iunerican dmilination of 

Iran and backing of th,:: SI--w.h ~ 'i:.ht"E: Iraqi a:c.-i.:ack the result cf 

settlements imp;::ised by Iran backed by Aluerican arms on. Iraq 

some years ago.· which the X:eaq.is .roga:r:ded as humil.:i.at.inq? 

I 
I 

I 
! 

I 

I 
I DR. KISSitJGBR: find it very dif f icuJ t.. ! 

to g .~ant. ye.nu: p:.:emise that mistake~. we.re made in administra~~ 

tions in 1,•J?·\ich X. par-t.icipated, b1..1·t 1 _av: ng aside that. particula I 

poin'l:c there is a. :neaxly im':Xha.nstible American masochism 

accor(ing to ~,ihic'h whatever goes ·wrong anywhere in the wo:;:ld 

must. somehow be our fault. and :i.f you. just J.ook car~fu.lly 1 
I 

enougl th:,:m;,.g·h the docur:-K~nts., you will find one that proves 

1-..:.hat the Un.i ted States i.s cl.t: f.au.l t" 

! 
I 
l 

I 
people l:i.ke Khomeini is i 

t 
the :t·Gsu.lt. of --· is not. so much the result of American 

but i.s tt reaction of Islamic fundamentalists to the 

mistakes ,1 
modern I 

world; to t:he process of modernization, to the prc;cess of 

s0.cula.r..i:;rn-t::ion, w'ldch represented some of the best advice in 

onr terms that the United Stat.es gave.. It was the result of the: 

proces~ of economic dev,slopment as much as anything else., 

.And as for 11mericat1 dominatio.n of Iran, our relationsh:i.p 

~·d th 1ran was based on recipr.oci ty. We supplied the weapons 

by which they maintained a balance of power that was also in 

:>u't' i.nto-::ests; ~nd it is the collapse of that that. I think has 

led to the cur:cent nituationr and I wouldn't be surprised if 

:nany Iranians now look back with some nostalgia to that period 
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when human :-eights w~re" bad as they might ha--we been. much less 

.?,IR ,. l':i.OW1ill z Dr., Kissi:n.gex r Governor Reugan ha.s around 

Republ ic o f China,> yom:: support.. of det:e:nte wit.h t:h.e Soviet 

Now, g.i..v~m the fact that these men wlll be coming to power,, 

Rec,gan hai:1 not always, exprem3ed himself wH::h the sruue &dmira-

I be1:lev~ tJ-1a.t Gove1.:nor· Reagan" as a Presidential 

::>iliti--s.s for t:he fut·Lu:e of' this country, has a bxoader view 

than r:.:.s t1. car1did~. te for one faction of t.he Rep ubl lean Pa :r· y ~ 

,: ha:vo had several opportunities for extended talks with hiruJ 

.s.nd while neither he nor I would wish to maintain that we 

,~gre~ on ever.y detail II I am comrinced that the mainline a of 

·:.he foreign policy he woul<I pur·stxe is compatible with :my 
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I am gcm.uin.ely r::onvinced 0 and not. for part.:Lsan reasons{, -th2.t 

MR., ROWAN~ Are you personally conv:L lced that thi.:; house 

cf: g,;Jod relirti{).nship w:U:.h China ~chat yov. helped build w-1.11 be 

s,J.fe in n Reagan <'.l.dm:i.nist:ration? 

DRo KISS1.NGJ~R: r. ~m convinced that the reJ.at.:i.onsh:l'.9 with 

principles o l t.h.::..nk a,ftex- the initial f1.ar€rup in the c2.rnpaign 

that. both of t,.'!s,.c-1se p:rin.cipler:s c'U'ia now clearly -i..mderstood , and 

that 1.1e ,-lill ll."'it. see a repetition. 0~1 ei the.t> side of some of the 

aJ::.tnck on the sensitivities of the other,. 

MR.. MONROE~ Mr., Burt? 

.ff4'q_. BURT~ Dr o Ki.ss inger. f I 8 d like to ask you a quet:1 tion 

about: your own role in the forei9n policy debate .. About this 

i~ime last yea.r ~ you gave several Eipa<:~ches .s.nd interviews talk­

ing a.bout the need fm:· a new consensus in .Aluerioan foreign 

policy a but last month when the Carter Adrrd.nist.ration ar,nounced 

@.::i being mis·-tL:ned; you said that .i:r. would confuse our aJJ.ies .• 
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:middle of a:n i'·:llection c, ...... -rnpt.:dgn. 

c:hoice for the .T-\lner.imi~l ~lecto1::ate in b:,.ia ,-;;.lection a.s a war 

would b(-?. peace, and if Gover:no::c Rec:Jgan were elected it would 

a description? 

the argume:nt is wrong and nearly the opposite of the t't' ,:th. 

situa.tion that might help us 9e-c the hostages b&dc'l 

DR~ K!SS!NGER: r think that the prd'~Sent. si.tuatioti \\i.J 
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Se(:u:d.·i:y l\f1v:i..sn ;- ; vhnt you ·would adv:i. se h i.m to <fo 1.c ~·.oep th,~ 

,:. ~. .. . •. • ·1 , 1 .• . ::i ~ I 
'i.•lr:U .l. ron sprea(il.nq, cuv;:in(J c,ur •n. -r:a..,_ OJ.. B npp ... :1.nr, , an: l pos ~ J. ••. 

bly e.sc .. ·l.a .::ing into ,1. serJ.01.w threat to world peace, wha.t 

wou} d you advh~n h.i.rn. to do. Vir:. Allen,? 

HH i\LLEN~ 1 1:h.inJ: ou.r options are somewhat 

. 
l 

I 
I 

! 
limited today. 

Policy r think is a cor:.r.ec:t om?c 

anHlysis of President carter 1 ~II 
I think He havn to asses5 

ne:1.t.:her th~ Cc".i.pab1.lity, nor. apparently thr~ lnf'J. uencH to P'1ake 

ever~s come out in a pc~cefu.L n~nnAr. 

:r think that the a<lvicf: that wr~ could. only 'Jive today 

,;,,;•ould }i~ to try to Tflob:U.ize ou:r al.li>:w., t.o t:r.y to r1tob.ilizf! 

thnse .cesourcen that we hav,c quic+:J.y a:r.d to briniJ tham to l.H ,ir 

on the situation to t::--y to lim5t the fi9hting. It: is tl'.:ue 

that i·l· ir., n danqcrous situat:ion. h1e do h·1ve t(1 -1naly2;P•, 

hor ... 1ever, in ny \7im,,r not. only hat ml,st he done n_-.,w, bnt-. 1.-11';:d-

s.i.tu<ttion, 

! 
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