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MEMORANDUM P "

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SECRET February 14, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:  RICHARD V. ALLEN {W

SUBJECT: UPI News Report/Cuba
This news report will be of interest!

WASHINGTON (UPI) By Richard C. Gross —- Cuban ground forces and pilots
flying Soviet-built MTG warplanes and helicopters are supporting a new
government military offensive against guerrillas in southeastern Angola,
intelligence sources said today. (U)

They said it is the first time since November the Cubans have backed
an offensive by the Marxist government against the forces of the National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). (U)

The offensive was under way in the African country's southeastern
province of Cuando Cubango, the sources said. (U)

The Cubans were flying MIG warplanes and helicopter gunships in support
of government forces, they sald. There was no indication of how many Cubans
were involved in the operation. (U)

UNITA, headed by Jonas Savimbi, has vowed to keep fighting until Cuban
forces are withdrawn from Angola. He is seeking aid from the Reagan
Administration, but Congress in the mid-1970s forbid U. S. military
assistance to UNITA. (U)

Cuban Premier Fidel Castro has said he will pull his troops out of
Angola once the government Is able to bring the former Portuguese colony
under control. Angola is situated on the west-central African coast. (U)

The Soviet Union and Cuba have been the most enthusiastic supporters
of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which came
to power in 19/6. The United States does not recognize the legiltimacy of

the MPLA regime in Luanda, the capital. (U)

US policy maintains the Angolan Government should be broader based and
should not depend for fts survival on a Cuban expeditionary force. (U)

NOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT: Savimbi is presently in Morocco, and plans to be in
Washington by mid-March. (S)

~SEGRET—
Review on February 14, 1984
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SE T February 14, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN

SUBJECT: UPI News Report/Cuba
This news report will be of interest!

WASHINGTON (UPI) By Richard C. Gross —-- Cuban ground forces and pilots
flying Soviet-built MIG warplanes and helicopters are supporting a new
government military offensive against guerrillas in southeastern Angola,
intelligence sources said today. (U)

They said it is the first time since November the Cubans have backed
an offensive by the Marxist government against the forces of the National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). (U)

The offensive was under way in the African country's southeastern
province of Cuando Cubango, the sources said. (U)

The Cubans were flying MIG warplanes and helicopter gunships in support
of government forces, they said. There was no indication of how many Cubans
were involved in the operation. (U)

UNITA, headed by Jonas Savimbi, has vowed to keep fighting until Cuban
forces are withdrawn from Angola. He is seeking aid from the Reagan
Administration, but Congress in the mid-1970s forbid U. S. military
assistance to UNITA. (U)

Cuban Premier Fidel Castro has said he will pull his troops out of
Angola once the government is able to bring the former Portuguese colony
under control. Angola is situated on the west-central African coast. (U)

The Soviet Union and Cuba have been the most enthusiastic supporters
of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which came
to power in 1976. The United States does not recognize the legitimacy of
the MPLA regime in Luanda, the capital. (U)

US policy maintains the Angolan Government should be broader based and
should not depend for its survival on a Cuban expeditionary force. (U)

NOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT: Savimbi is presently in Morocco, and plans to be in
Washington by mid-March. (S)

~SECRET -
Review on February 14, 1984
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KEYWORDS: CUBA ANGOLA

SUBJECT: UPI NEWS RPT ON CUBAN FORCES IN ANGOLA
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DATE 22/23/81% WHTITE WOUSE SITUATION ROOM PAGE 201
WHSR CAMMENTS j{
EORBARA

MESSAGE ANNOTATINNSE
NO MESRAGE ANNOTATTONS
MERSAGFS

TMMEDTATE

DE RUEHUB #1159 2501838
0 1618302 FER 8%

FM USINT MAVANA

TO SECRTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3887

8 EC » E T HAVANA 21189

NODIE

E.0, 123853 R00«2 2/18/82 (SMITH) WeSs)

TABSS ASEC, PEPR, POIP, CU, ES, US

SURJECT® DEMARCHE TO CUBANS ON EL SALVADOR

REFS A) MAVANA 846, R) STATE 38742 C) STATE 44276

1. S=ENTIRF TEXT,

2, WITH BRIEFINGS IN WASHINGTON, WESTERN EUROPE AND LATIN AMi RICA
IN MINP, AND GIVEN THAT CUBANS THEMSELVES ARE 80 LARGE A PRAR

THE PRNBLEM, I WOULD AGAIN URGE THAT WE SOON DrSCUSS MATTER

WITH TWEM ALONG LINES INDICATED REF A,

3, FIRM DEMARCHE WHICH MAKES IT CLEAR WE KNOW WHAT WAS BEEN

BOING AN AND THAT IT MUST STOPR, BUT NHICH AT SAME TIME HOLDS

OUT POSSIBILITY OF IMPROVED RELATIONS 1F CUBANS DO CUDPERKTEh
COULD WAVE USEFUL IMPACT WERE, AS TN DEALINGS ACRDSS THE BOAB :
WITH CIBANS, IDEA TO IMPRESS UPON THEM I8 THAT THERE ARE PENALTIES
TO CHALLENGING OUR INTERESTS, BUT BENEFITS IF THEY ACCOMODATe US,

4, TIM?NG MAY BE RIGHT FOR SUCH A NEMARCHE, CURANS REALJIZE
OFFENSTVE FAILED AND I HAVE IMPRESSION THEY ARE NOT OPTIMISTYC
AS TO FUTURE PROSPECTS OF GUERRILLAS IN EL SALVADOR, IN
CONVERRATION OVER WEEKEND WITH Juga ANTONIO ARBEZU OF CENTRAF
. COMMITTEEIS FORETIGN RELATIONS pIvIst N, ME DESCRIBED SITUATI
IN WAKE DFFENSIVEIR 0BVIOUS FATLURE 8 WAN IMPASSEM AND NOT!E
THAT CANDITIONS MIGHMT THUS BE FAVORARLE POR A CEASE FIRE AND

A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, I SAID NEGOTIATIONS WOULD HAVE 'TO B!
AMONG ®ALVADORAN PARTIES AND REITERATED OUR DETERMINATION NOg
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DATE 22/23/81 WHITE WOUSE SITUATION ROOM PAGE‘éﬂﬁ
MESSAGF (CONTINUED)S
TO LET GUERRILLAS TAKE POWER,
8, ARBERZU MAY SIMPLY HAVE BEEN SPEAKING FOR EFFECT, 1,E, TO
WINT AT MORE WILLINGNESS ON CURAN SIDE TO PULL IN THEIR HORNg
N

THAN In FACT EXISTS, I DO NOT SEE THAT WE WOULD LOSE ANYTHIN
MOWEVER, BY TESTING THEM THROUGH SORT OF DEMARCHE SUGGESTED

REF A,
SMITH
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PAGE &) RAVANA ©1768 2719267
ACTION NQDSeRu

INFO nCr=21 ADS=un /D1 W
wresnessnreereeme=B32624 M719217 /41
0 ¥718u6z7 MAR 81
FM USINT HAVANA
TU SECSTATE WAShDC IMMEDIATE 4231

S ECRET HAVANA 1768
NODIS
EeOe 120651 RDS=3 3/7/200¢ (SMITH, W.S.)

TAGS: PEPR, CU, UR \
SUBJ: CUBAN IRRITATION QVER SOVIET CHARGE'S STATEMENTS

RAg-259/5#57307

B S-ENTIRE TEXT

2. VJRING CONVERSATION WITH JLP ON OTHER SUBJERLTS MARCH 4, 1 Ll
MENTIONED TO HIM THAT I HAD SEEN U.Se TELEVISION INTERVIEW WITH

SOVIET CHARGE BESSMERTNKYH ON MARCH 1 IN WHICH LATTER, AS I

RECALLEVU, STATED THAT ROTH SOVIET AND CUBAWN GOVERNMENTS HAD
CATEGORICALLY DENIED CHARGES MADE IN UeS, WHITE PAPER, I wAS

SURPRISED TO HEAR THAT, I SAID, SINCE I HAD NEVER SEEN OR HEARD

ANY sugh CUBAN DENIAL, IN FACT, I MOTED, JLP HIMSELF HAD 0BVIQUSLY
ALWAYS BEEN CAREFUL IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS NGT TQ MAKE ANY

SUCH DENTALS == DENIALS WHICH OBVIOUSLY WOULD HAVE BEEN UNTRUE,

3s JI.P BECAME QUITE AGITATED AND SAID I MUST BE WRONG; SURELY
SUVIET CHARGE HAU NOT MADE SUCH STATEMENT, CUBA WOULD SPEAK FOR
ITSelLF, FURTHER, HE SAID, IF CUBA EVER SAID TO US THAT IT WAS

NOT SENUING ARMS TO EL SALVADOR, THAT WOULD BE THE TRUTH, I WOULD
BE NOT ONLY DISHONORAGLE BUT FNOLISH ANU COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO LIE
ABOUT SU IMPORTANT AN ISSUE (HE LEFT UNSAID, ONE IM WHIGCH OTHER
SIDE wWQULD SO EASILY FINC YOU ouT),

40 1 5alD CUBAN SINE COULD EASILY FIND OUT EXACTLY WHAT SQVIET
—~SECREF—

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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PAGE ¥2 HAVANA @1768 @7192a7

CHARGE HAD SAID. JLP AGREED AND MATTER WAS ORGPPED, EVEMING MARCH

6, ROWEVER, JLP'S SECRETARY CALLED TO SAY THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE Tn
GET TEXT OR OTHERWISE CONFIRM SOVIET CHARGE'S REMARKS, THEY WONDERED
IF I COoULD GET TEXT THRQUGH MY CHANNELS, 1 SAID I WouULD TRY,

Se COMMENT? YF CUBANS HAVE BEEN UNABLE TN CONFIRM SOVIET CHARGE'S
REMARKS, IT MAY WELL BE RECAUSFE THEY ARE GETTING RUN=ARUUND FROM
SOVI_ETS. AS WE SHOULD EXPLOIT ANY POTENTIAL NIFFERENCES BE=

TWEEN CUBANS ANU SOVIETS, I WOULD LIKE TN PROVIUE TEXT==UR AT LEAST
THAT PORTION OF INTERVIEW IN WHICH CHARGE NENIFD CHARGES. UNFOR=
TUNATELY, I CANNOT REMEMBER ON WHICH SUNDAY TV INTERVIEW (MARCH 1)
SUVIET CHARGE APPEARED, BUT I ASSUME THAT CAN EASILY BE

DETERMYNEU IN WASHINGTON, WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF TEXT couLb

BE UBTAINED aAND FORWARDED ASAP,

SMITH

SECRET

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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MEMORANDUM o i 10§ q
THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON
SEGRET March 9, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

. B
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEﬁM

On March 5, you noted in an item presented by Admiral Nance at the
morning intelligence briefing.that Cuban officials had told a
that "the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union had

decided to embark on a worldwide campaign against the new Administration

of the US Government, emphasizing US intentions to intervene politically
and militarily in Central America."

You asked whether it would be possible for us to publicize such a
decision by the 26th Party Congress. Admiral Nance made an inquiry

‘and the Latin American division of the CIA indicated that it does n
believe its source would be compromised if a phrase,
AjWere eliminated.

However, the Soviet division has "severe reservations" about the state-
ment itself. A memorandum at Tab A explains those reservations. It

is surprising to redd the Soviet division's ‘evaluation of the Congress,
which identifies "the tone of the Congress and particularly Brezhnev's
speech" to have "generally stressed forthcomingness and peace."

Given the disagreements, the Latin.American division has deferred to
the Soviet division regarding interpretation of the statement.

Whether a formal declaration of the 26th Party Congress was made, it is
clear that the Soviets are gearingup for a major campaign against: this
Administration. I would have preferred to interpret the Latin American
comments and proceeded with the information that a campaign against the
new Administration is quite likely.

cc: The Vice President
Ed Meese
James Baker

EO 13526 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs
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