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The United States rejects any contention that drug abuse is 
uniquely an American problem, or uniquely a problem of Western 
civilization, or that the United States has the primary 
responsibility for eliminating illegal drugs. It is incumbent on 
the source and transit countries, in their self-interest, to 
undertake a vigorous narcotics control program. 

1. Make illegal drugs a priority at your mission and be sure 
that all of your employees and the host country understand 
that the priority is real. 

2. Actively look for ways to give visibility to U.S. anti-drug 
efforts. Seek cooperation and create opportunities to work 
together. 

3. Analyze the impact of drug abuse and drug trafficking within 
your host country. Look for ways to call real problems to 
the attention of the nation and the government. Be 
supportive, but honest. 

4. Actively encourage regional cooperation between nations. 
Together, the various countries represent a considerable 
force. 

5. Seek every opportunity within the international community to 
increase awareness of the drug abuse problem and promote 
action, e.g., United Nations, donors, etc. 

Proud of the work Ambassadors are doing. Recognize the dangers. 
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CONFERENCE OF U.S. AMBASSADORS 

o The United States is waging a battle against an enemy as 
insidious as any in our history. Illegal drugs have 
infiltrated our schools, invaded our factories, and are 
terrorizing our citizens. They're threatening our values 
and undercutting our institutions. They're killing our 
children. 

o We have made much progress against this horror since we set 
out on a strong course of action five years ago. 

Thirty-seven federal agencies are working together in 
the effort. 

By next year our spending for drug law enforcement will 
have more than tripled from its 1981 level. 

We have increased seizures of illegal drug shipments. 

Last year alone, over 10,000 drug criminals were 
convicted, and nearly $250 million of their assets were 
seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

In four years, the number of high school seniors using 
marijuana on a daily basis has dropped from 1 in 14 to 
1 in 20. 

The U.S. military has cut the use of illegal drugs 
among its personnel by 67 percent since 1980. 

o Most importantly, public attitudes today are clearly against 
the use of illegal drugs and drug awareness is at an all­
time high. 

Drug abuse is front page news, on an almost daily 
basis. 

Aggressive corpo~ate and school measures to end drug 
abuse, including use of law enforcement, expulsions and 
firings, have met with strong support from workers, 
students and the community. 

o A new understanding is evident: Drug abuse is not a private 
matter -- using illegal drugs is unacceptable behavior -­
and the costs are paid by all of society. 

o Today, there are many people who believe we can stop drug 
abuse and who are doing something about it. Each success 
story has a common thread -- the use of illegal drugs will 
not be tolerated. 

o There is still much to be done. 



Despite our best efforts, cocaine is coming into the 
country at alarming levels, and four to five million 
Americans use it regularly. 

Five hundred thousand individuals are hooked on heroin. 

One in twelve persons smokes marijuana regularly. 

Regular drug use is even higher among the age group 18 
to 25 -- most likely just entering the work force. 

Today, there new, more dangerous forms of illegal 
drugs, including lethal "crack" cocaine, potent black 
tar heroin, and the deadly "designer drugs." 

o We must put an end to this epidemic. 

o On August 4, 1986, I announced six new goals of a national 
crusade to build upon what has been accomplished and lead us 
toward a drug-free America. 

Drug-free work places for all Americans; 

Drug-free schools for our children, 

Expanded drug abuse treatment and research to repair 
the health damage caused by drugs; 

Improved international cooperation to achieve full 
cooperation by every country in defeating international 
drug trafficking; 

Strengthened drug law enforcement to hit drug 
traffickers with renewed force; and 

Increased public awareness and prevention -- the goal 
on which success ultimately depends -- to help every 
citizen understand the stakes and get involved. 

o I strongly believe that if this battle is to be won -- and 
it must -- each and everyone of us has to take a stand and 
get involved. Leadership and commitment must be evident, 
not only in the White House and State House, but also in the 
pulpit, in the union hall, in our schools, in the media, and 
by our diplomats who represent us around the world. 

o Drug abuse is not just an American problem. It is a 
critical worldwide problem which requires increased regional 
cooperation and a higher level of international attention. 

Production of illegal drugs creates false economic 
growth. Most of the money goes to the traffickers and 
the development of legitimate industry is impeded. 
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The traffickers have created an evil international 
empire with their ill gotten wealth, challenging the 
authority of legitimate governments and spewing a trail 
of terrorism and insurgency. 

The use of illegal drugs is spreading like a wild fire 
throughout the world. Many nations now have immense 
addict populations. 

o Here too major steps have been taken to combat the problem. 
The nations of the world are becoming aware of the scourge 
of illegal drugs on their societies. Many of these nations 
are now taking strong action against the drug traffic, 
overcoming what for many years were said to be insur­
mountable cultural, political and logistical obstacles. 
There is increased cooperation between nations and an a 
greater sense of urgency by the international community. 

o Many of you have been at the forefront of this change. But 
again, we must do more. 

o Our goal of a drug-free America is within our grasp, and yet 
it shall remain just beyond our fingertips until such time 
as America's crusade against this global outrage becomes the 
world's crusade. Not until we purge illegal drugs from the 
face of the earth will our children be safe and our freedom 
secure. 

0 

0 

So I am asking you to take America's message to the corners 
of the world. Freedom is not possible when we sleep with 
tyranny. We will not tolerate the use, nor the supply of 
illegal drugs -- anyplace, anytime. We mean to have a drug­
free country, and we mean business. We want all nations to 
join with us in this great global crusade. Let there be no 
santuary on earth for the drug networks who are pilfering 
human dignity and pandering despair. 

I am proud to say that Nancy has been one of America's 
finest ambassadors in the fight against illegal drugs. She 
has taken her personal crusade to end drug abuse by children 
throughout the country and around the world. Her personal 
observations and efforts have given her such dramatic 
insights that I want her to share them with you. 
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MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 24, 1986 

Talking Points for Ambassadors Meeting 

The following are suggested talking points for Landon Parvin's 
use in preparing Mrs. Reagan's remarks to the Ambassadors on 
October 6. 

• In the past five years I have traveled around the country 
and the world talking with children and parents about drug 
abuse. I have seen many broken hearts, but I have also seen 
remarkable recoveries. I have seen the building of an 
essential new awareness of how terrible and threatening drug 
abuse is to our society, not just here in the United States 
but around the world. 

• Drug abuse is truly an international problem. It does not 
discriminate by nationality, race or religion. It tears the 
dream from a child's heart as certainly in Bogota or Bangkok 
as it does in Boston. It is time we stand up, as people 
united around the world, and restore those dreams. 

• Each nation has its own unique set of problems -- be it 
producing, trafficking or consuming -- and ways to solve 
those problems. But one thing seems universal: There is no 
middle ground in the fight against illegal drugs. It is as 
formidable an adversary as we have ever seen, yet its 
survival depends upon our unwillingness to act. 

• We have made much progress in raising the level of 
awareness. Slowly the wall of denial seems to be crumbling 
and that's wonderful. 

• We now have 10,000 groups of parents united against drug 
abuse. They sprang up independently and have grown from 
about 900 groups since we began in 1981. They're doing 
marvelous work in closing down head shops, becoming involved 
in school drug programs, and forming support groups for one 
another. 

• I always thought that if we got the young people involved it 
would be a giant step forward. And now that's happening. 
Young people have formed 10,000 "Just Say No" Clubs, 
positive peer pressure groups to counter the peer pressure 
that used to encourage them to use drugs. 
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• Other First Ladies around the world are beginning to share 
my cl5hcern about this terrible menace. 

• Twice I have invited First Ladies of other countries here to 
discuss the drug abuse problem. The number of concerned 
First Ladies is growing. At the first conference, I had 17 
acceptances. At the second, held at the United Nations, 30 
First Ladies responded favorably to my invitation. 

• As a result of those meetings, parent groups have been 
formed in Germany, Portugal, Malaysia, Ireland, and Thailand 
and hopefully that list is growing. The First Ladies of 
Brazil, Costa Rica and Grenada have formed national 
prevention campaigns. And PRIDE -- the Parents Resource 
Institute for Drug Education -- has a program in Belize and 
Panama. 

• Many corporations and service organizations are taking drug 
abuse prevention efforts around the world. And the United 
Nations will convene an international conference in June 
1987 with the focus on prevention. 

• Today the United States is capturing the attention of the 
world. The country is mobilizing in a national crusade for 
a drug-free America. Across the country, individual 
citizens are taking a stand against drugs in their schools 
and homes, in their companies and communities. 

• I have challenged Americans to create an outspoken 
intolerance for illegal drug use. Our goal is a drug-free 
society and we will not accept anything less. Our citizens 
must not be robbed of their opportunity to live and to 
build. Our children must not be cheated of the future. 

• United and committed, we can drive illegal drugs out of our 
society. We can push the drug dealers out of existence and 
protect the bright promise in each child's heart. 

• I ask each of you to help make our national crusade against 
illegal drugs a worldwide crusade. 



NARCPLAN AMBASSADORS CONFERENCE ON NARCOTICS 

PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN 

One of the president's six goals in the national crusade for 
a drug-free America is i~proved international cooperation to 
achieve full involvement by every country in defeating 
international drug trafficking. The two-day meeting of U.S. 
ambassadors to countries which face or may face serious narcotics 
production, trafficking or consumption problems will underline 
that goal. 

Ke_ygLObject_i ves0of 0the@Meet ing_ 

--Convey to ambassadors the sense of urgency with which the 
U.S. Government is approaching the issue of drug demand 
redL1c:t ion. 

--Provide opportunity to discuss increased regional 
cooperation which could lead to a more effective international 
narcotics strategy. 

--The President and Mrs. Reagan are committed to a 
relentless effort to free the drug Llser from drugs and prevent 
others from becoming users. 

--Success is possible when illegal drug use becomes 
unac:c:eptable in American society. Public: attitudes in the 
U.S.have strengthened against the use of illegal drugs. 

--Mrs. Reagan has set the tone: "There is no moral middle 
ground. Indifference is not an option. 11 We are committed to 
building a drug-free America. 

--President Reagan has declared drug abuse a threat to our 
national security. It is a critical worldwide problem which 
requires increased regional cooperation and a higher level of 
international attention. 
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PRESS~JPLAN 

Frid ay-'-eoc: t •. "13 

--Bae kgrounder at s.tate ( Wrob l es~d > 

tl9.JJ.Q.~.Y , 00c: t . tq6 

--TV pool at opening of meeting 

Tuesday,"'Oc:t."17 

--AM Talk shows 

--TV pool at opening of meeting 

--MacNeil/Lehrer (three ambassadors, three regions) 

--Readouts following meeting: 
3 ambassadors at White House 
3 ambassadors at Foreign Press Center 

Wednesd~y~"'Oc:t.@B 

--AM Talk shows 

--WORLDNET (three ambassadors, three regions) 

--Interviews with host country media: 
one each with media from EA, EUR, ARA, NEA regions 

--Interviews with VOA (panel of three ambassadors, selected 
interviews for language services) 
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PRESS"9PLAN 

E'Li_gay ..,__tDOc:t. cD3. 

--Bac:kgrounder at s_tate (Wrobleski) 

Monda.~., cDOc:t. 06 

--TV pool at opening of meeting 

Tuesday.,tt'Oc:t."'7 

--AM Talk shows 

--TV pool at opening of meeting 

--Mac:Neil/Lehrer (three ambassadors, three regions) 

--Readouts following meeting: 
3 ambassadors at White House 
3 ambassadors at Foreign Press Center 

Wednesda'i.._,~Oc:t.@8 

--AM Talk shows 

--WORLDNET (three ambassadors, three regions) 

- -Interviews with host c:ountry media: 
one eac:h with media from EA, EUR, ARA, NEA regions 

--Interviews with VOA (panel of three ambassadors, selected 
interviews for language servic:es) · 



DRAFT -- SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

September 17, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK .COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: CARLTON TURNER 

SUBJECT: Background Points for the Ambassadors Meeting 

o On August 4, the President approved a Domestic Policy 
Council proposal to call home for consultation the 
Ambassadors from the major drug producing, trafficking, and 
consuming countries. 

o The purpose of the conference is to brief the Ambassadors on 
the President and Mrs. Reagan's drug abuse initiatives and 
other related programs, develop measures to help them 
increase the effectiveness of their representations to host 
governments, and convey to the host countries our commitment 
to fighting illegal drug use. 

o An additional goal of the conference is to present each 
Ambassador with a tailored package of talking points and/or 
proposals to use when speaking with government officials and 
business leaders of the host country. 

o This is a precedent setting meeting as the President, First 
Lady and Vice President will participate. 

o The most recent meeting with Ambassadors regarding narcotics 
was under Richard Nixon and the subject was opium 
production, with emphasis on Turkey. Teddy Roosevelt also 
met with Ambassadors. 

o The invited Ambassadors include: 

Afghanistan 
Bahamas 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Federal Republic 
Germany 

Italy 

Charge Maurice Ealum 
Ambassador-Designate Carol Hallet 
Ambassador Ed Rowell 
Ambassador Harry Shlaudeman 
Ambassador Mel Levitsky 
Ambassador Dan O'Donohue 
Ambassador Tony Gillespie 
Ambassador Fred Rondon 

Ambassador Richard Burt 
Ambassador Maxwell Rabb 



Jamaica 
Laos 
Mexico 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Peru 
Thailand 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
United Nations 
us Mission to UN 
Venezuela 

Ambassador Michael Sotirhos 
Charge Harriet Isom 
Ambassador-Designate Charles Pilliod 
Ambassador-Designate Princeton Lyman 
Ambassador Deane Hinton 
Ambassador Arthur Davis 
Ambassador-Designate Alexander Watson 
Ambassador Bill Brown 
Ambassador Robert Strausz-Huppe 
Ambassador Charles Price 
Ambassador Vernon Walters 
Ambassador Bruce Chapman 
Ambassador Otto Reich 

o Ambassador-Designates will not be invited unless they have 
been confirmed by the date of the conference. In their 
absence, the Charge will attend. 

o Other invitees include Cabinet Members, Members of Congress 
and special guests. 

o Congressional participation will be in the form of an offer 
to meet for discussion with the chairman of the respective 
committees of Foreign Relations (Dick Lugar and Dante 
Fascell) as well as discussion with appropriate members to 
include those on the house and senate Committees that deal 
with drugs and narcotics. 

o The first day of the conference will center on discussions 
on demand, with emphasis on the President and Mrs. Reagan's 
crusade for a drug-free America; the second, on supply. 



CONFERENCE OF U.S. AMBASSADORS 

o The United States is waging a battle against an enemy as 
insidious as any in our history. Illegal drugs have 
infiltrated our schools, invaded our factories, and are 
terrorizing our citizens. They're threatening our values 
and undercutting our institutions. They're killing our 
children. 

o We have made much progress against this horror since we set 
out on a strong course of action five years ago. 

Thirty-seven federal agencies are working together in 
the effort. 

By next year our spending for drug law enforcement will 
have more than tripled from its 1981 level. 

We have increased seizures of illegal drug shipments. 

Last year alone, over 10,000 drug criminals were 
convicted, and nearly $250 million of their assets were 
seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

In four years, the number of high school seniors using 
marijuana on a daily basis has dropped from 1 in 14 to 
l in 20. 

The u.s. military has cut the use of illegal drugs 
among its personnel by 67 percent since 1980. 

o Most importantly, public attitudes today are clearly against 
the use of illegal drugs and drug awareness is at an all­
time high. 

Drug abuse is front page news, on an almost daily 
basis. 

Aggressive corporate and school measures to end drug 
abuse, including use of law enforcement, expulsions and 
firings, have met with strong support from workers, 
students and the community. 

o A new understanding is evident: Drug abuse is not a private 
matter -- using illegal drugs is unacceptable behavior -­
and the costs are paid by all of society. 

o Today, there are many people who believe we can stop drug 
abuse and who are doing something about it. Each success 
story has a common thread -- the use of illegal drugs will 
not be tolerated. 

o There is still much to be done. 



Despite our best efforts, cocaine is coming into the 
country at alarming levels, and four to five million 
Americans use it regularly. 

Five hundred thousand individuals are hooked on heroin. 

One in twelve persons smokes marijuana regularly. 

Regular drug use is even higher among the age group 18 
to 25 -- most likely just entering the work force. 

Today, there new, more dangerous forms of illegal 
drugs, including lethal "crack" cocaine, potent black 
tar heroin, and the deadly "designer drugs." 

o We must put an end to this epidemic. 

o On August 4, 1986, I announced six new goals of a national 
crusade to build upon what has been accomplished and lead us 
toward a drug-free America. 

Drug-free work places for all Americans: 

Drug-free schools for our children: 

Expanded drug abuse treatment and research to repair 
the health damage caused by drugs: 

Improved international cooperation to achieve full 
cooperation by every country in defeating international 
drug trafficking: 

Strengthened drug law enforcement to hit drug 
traffickers with renewed force: and 

Increased public awareness and prevention -- the goal 
on which success ultimately depends -- to help every 
citizen understand the stakes and get involved. 

o I strongly believe that if this battle is to be won -- and 
it must -- each and everyone of us has to take a stand and 
get involved. Leadership and commitment must be evident, 
not only in the White House and State House, but also in the 
pulpit, in the union hall, in our schools, in the media, and 
by our diplomats who represent us around the world. 

o Drug abuse is not just an American problem. It is a 
critical worldwide problem which requires increased regional 
cooperation and a higher level of international attention. 

Production of illegal drugs creates false economic 
growth. Most of the money goes to the traffickers and 
the development of legitimate industry is impeded. 



The traffickers have created an evil international 
empire with their ill gotten wealth, challenging the 
authority of legitimate governments and spewing a trail 
of terrorism and insurgency. 

The use of illegal drugs is spreading throughout the 
world. Many nations now have immense addict 
populations. 

o Here too, major steps have been taken to combat the problem. 
The nations of the world are becoming aware of the scourge 
of illegal drugs on their societies. Many of these nations 
are now taking strong action against the drug traffic, 
overcoming what for many years were said to be insur­
mountable cultural, political and logistical obstacles. 
There is increased cooperation between nations and an a 
greater sense of urgency by the international community. 

o Many of you have been at the forefront of this change. But 
again, we must do more. 

0 

0 

Our goal of a drug-free America is within our grasp, and yet 
it shall remain just beyond our fingertips until such time 
as America's crusade against this global outrage becomes the 
world's crusade. Not until we purge illegal drugs from the 
face of the earth will our children be safe and our freedom 
secure. 

So I am asking you to take America's message to the corners 
of the world. Freedom is not possible when we sleep with 
tyranny. We will not tolerate the use, nor the supply of 
illegal drugs -- anyplace, anytime. We mean to have a drug­
free country, and we mean business. We want all nations to 
jo!· with us in this great global crusade. Let there be no 
sa uary on earth for the drug networks who are pilfering 
hum n dignity and pandering despair. 

I am proud to say that Nancy has been one of America's 
finest ambassadors in the fight against illegal drugs. She 
has taken her personal crusade to end drug abuse by children 
throughout the country and around the world. Her personal 
observations and efforts have given her such dramatic 
insights that I want her to share them with you. 



CONFERENCE OF U.S. AMBASSADORS 

o The United States is waging a battle against an enemy as 
insidious as any in our history. Illegal drugs have 
infiltrated our schools, invaded our factories, and are 
terrorizing our citizens. They're threatening our values 
and undercutting our institutions. They're killing our 
children. 

o We have made much progress against this horror since we set 
out on a strong course of action five years ago. 

Thirty-seven federal agencies are working together in 
the effort. 

By next year our spending for drug law enforcement will 
have more than tripled from its 1981 level. 

We have increased seizures of illegal drug shipments. 

Last year alone, over 10,000 drug criminals were 
convicted, and nearly $250 million of their assets were 
seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

In four years, the number of high school seniors using 
marijuana on a daily basis has dropped from 1 in 14 to 
1 in 20. 

The U.S. military has cut the use of illegal drugs 
among its personnel by 67 percent since 1980. 

o Most importantly, public attitudes today are clearly against 
the use of illegal drugs and drug awareness is at an all­
time high. 

Drug abuse is front page news, on an almost daily 
basis. 

Aggressive corporate and school measures to end drug 
abuse, including use of law enforcement, expulsions and 
firings, have met with strong support from workers, 
students and the community. 

o A new understanding is evident: Drug abuse is not a private 
matter -- using illegal drugs is unacceptable behavior -­
and the costs are paid by all of society. 

o Today, there are many people who believe we can stop drug 
abuse and who are doing something about it. Each success 
story has a common thread -- the use of illegal drugs will 
not be tolerated. 

o There is still much to be done. 



Despite our best efforts, cocaine is coming into the 
country at alarming levels, and four to five million 
Americans use it regularly. 

Five hundred thousand individuals are hooked on heroin. 

One in twelve persons smokes marijuana regularly. 

Regular drug use is even higher among the age group 18 
to 25 -- most likely just entering the work force. 

Today, there new, more dangerous forms of illegal 
drugs, including lethal "crack" cocaine, potent black 
tar heroin, and the deadly "designer drugs." 

o We must put an end to this epidemic. 

o On August 4, 1986, I announced six new goals of a national 
crusade to build upon what has been accomplished and lead us 
toward a drug-free America. 

Drug-free work places for all Americans; 

Drug-free schools for our children; 

Expanded drug abuse treatment and research to repair 
the health damage caused by drugs; 

Improved international cooperation to achieve full 
cooperation by every country in defeating international 
drug trafficking; 

Strengthened drug law enforcement to hit drug 
traffickers with renewed force; and 

Increased public awareness and prevention -- the goal 
on which success ultimately depends -- to help every 
citizen understand the stakes and get involved. 

o I strongly believe that if this battle is to be won -- and 
it must -- each and everyone of us has to take a stand and 
get involved. Leadership and commitment must be evident, 
not only in the White House and State House, but also in the 
pulpit, in the union hall, in our schools, in the media, and 
by our diplomats who represent us around the world. 

o Drug abuse is not just an American problem. It is a 
critical worldwide problem which requires increased regional 
cooperation and a higher level of international attention. 

Production of illegal drugs creates false economic 
growth. Most of the money goes to the traffickers and 
the development of legitimate industry is impeded. 
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The traffickers have created an evil international 
empire with their ill gotten wealth, challenging the 
authority of legitimate governments and spewing a trail 
of terrorism and insurgency. 

The use of illegal drugs is spreading 
throughout the world. Many nations now have immense 
addict populations. 

Here too major steps have been taken to combat the problem. 
The nat?ons of the world are becoming aware of the scourge 
of illegal drugs on their societies. Many of these nations 
are now taking strong action against the drug traffic, 
overcoming what for many years were said to be insur­
mountable cultural, political and logistical obstacles. 
There is increased cooperation between nations and an a 
greater sense of urgency by the international community. 

o Many of you have been at the forefront of this change. But 
again, we must do more. 

o Our goal of a drug-free America is within our grasp, and yet 
it shall remain just beyond our fingertips until such time 
as America's crusade against this global outrage becomes the 
world's crusade. Not until we purge illegal drugs from the 
face of the earth will our children be safe and our freedom 
secure. 

o So I am asking you to take America's message to the corners 
of the world. Freedom is not possible when we sleep with 
tyranny. We will not tolerate the use, nor the supply of 
illegal drugs -- anyplace, anytime. We mean to have a drug­
free country, and we mean business. We want all nations to 
join with us in this great global crusade. Let there be no 
santuary on earth for the drug networks who are pilfering 
human dignity and pandering despair. 

o I am proud to say that Nancy has been one of America's 
finest ambassadors in the fight against illegal drugs. She 
has taken her personal crusade to end drug abuse by children 
throughout the country and around the world. Her personal 
observations and efforts have given her such dramatic 
insights that I want her to share them with you. 



CONFERENCE OF U.S. AMBASSADORS 

• It is good ~o see all of you here today. I know you have 
traveled far, but I believe that our meeting together will 
bring us closer to overcoming one of the most serious 
challenges our country faces. 

• As you know, the United States is waging a battle against an 
enemy as insidious as any in our history. Illegal drugs 
have infiltrated our schools, invaded our factories, and are 
terrorizing our citizens. They're threatening our values 
and undercutting our institutions. 

• We have made much progress against this horror since we set 
out on a strong course of action five years ago, but there 
is still much to be done. Yesterday, Don Regan described to 
you the six new goals of our national crusade to lead us 
toward a drug-free America. 

• I believe that we have come to the time when the American 
people are willing to make it clear that illegal drug use 
will no longer be tolerated, a time when we will take those 
steps necessary to rid America of this deeply disruptive and 
corrosive evil. 

• A new understanding is evident: Illegal drug use is not a 
private matter -- using illegal drugs is unacceptable 
behavior -- and the costs are paid by all of society. 

• Yesterday, Nancy shared with you her insights into the 
intolerance for illegal drugs which is growing in America. 
She has stated that the drug traffickers "prosper on our 
unwillingness to act. So we must be smarter and stronger 
and tougher than they are. It's up to us to change 
attitudes and just simply dry up their markets." 

• I have called for a sustained, relentless effort by every 
segment of society. we mean to reach out to the illegal 
drug user, to free the user from drugs and prevent others 
from becoming users. 

• I strongly believe that if this battle is to be won -- and 
it must -- each and everyone of us has to take a stand and 
get involved. Leadership and commitment must be evident, 
not only in the White House and State House, but also in the 
pulpit, in the union hall, in our schools, in the media, and 
by our ambassadors who represent us around the world. 

• You know all too well that drug abuse is not just an 
American problem. It is a critical worldwide problem. 

• The traffickers have created an evil international empire, 
challenging the authority of legitimate governments and 
spewing a trail of terrorism and insurgency. 



• Perhaps the greatest terror is the human ruin. Many nations 
now have immense addict populations. How can progress be 
possible wh~n the people are held in bondage? 

• Here too, major steps have been taken to combat the problem. 
The nations of the world are becoming aware of the scourge 
of illegal drugs on their societies. Many of these nations 
are now taking strong action against the drug traffic, over­
coming what for many years were said to be insurmountable 
cultural, political and logistical obstacles. There is 
increased cooperation between nations and an a greater sense 
of urgency by the international community. 

• Many of you have been at the forefront of this change. I 
recognize the dangers you face and am proud of the work you 
have done. But again, we must do more. 

• Our goal of a drug-free America shall remain just beyond our 
fingertips until such time as America's crusade against this 
global outrage becomes the world's crusade. Not until we 
purge illegal drugs from the face of the earth will our 
children be safe and our freedom secure. 

• So I am asking you to take America's message to the world. 

To the leaders of the various nations, I am sending my 
personal message through you. We will not tolerate the 
use, nor the supply of illegal drugs -- anyplace, 
anytime. We mean to have a drug-free country, and we 
mean business. 

I ask each of you, as our Nation's representative, to 
ensure that illegal drugs are a priority at your 
mission. Let there be no doubt that the priority is 
real. 

We will be doing our part here at home, and I hope that 
you will seek every opportunity to give visibility to 
U.S. anti-drug efforts. 

Finally, we must offer a helping hand. Although each 
country has the responsibility, both to its own people 
and as international citizens, to eradicate this evil 
within its own boundaries, no country can win this 
battle alone. 

• We want all nations to join with us in this great global 
crusade. And when we stand together, united and committed 
to this cause, then we will represent the mightiest force 
for good that the world has known. Then there will be no 
sanctuary on earth for those who are pilfering human dignity 
and pandering despair. 

• Now that you have heard my views, I am eager to hear yours. 



MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

September 24, 1986 

Talking Points for Ambassadors Meeting 

The following are suggested talking points for Landon Parvin's 
use in preparing Mrs. Reagan's remarks to the Ambassadors on 
October 6. 

• In the past five years I have traveled around the country 
and the world talking with children and parents about drug 
abuse. I have seen many broken hearts, but I have also seen 
remarkable recoveries. I have seen the building of an 
essential new awareness of how terrible and threatening drug 
abuse is to our society, not just here in the United States 
but around the world. 

• Drug abuse is truly an international problem. It does not 
discriminate by nationality, race or religion. It tears the 
dream from a child's heart as certainly in Bogota or Bangkok 
as it does in Boston. It is time we stand up, as people 
united around the world, and restore those dreams. 

• Each nation has its own unique set of problems -- be it 
producing, trafficking or consuming -- and ways to solve 
those problems. But one thing seems universal: There is no 
middle ground in the fight against illegal drugs. It is as 
formidable an adversary as we have ever seen, yet its 
survival depends upon our unwillingness to act. 

• We have made much progress in raising the level of 
awareness. Slowly the wall of denial seems to be crumbling 
and that's wonderful. 

• We now have 10,000 groups of parents united against drug 
abuse. They sprang up independently and have grown from 
about 900 groups since we began in 1981. They're doing 
marvelous work in closing down head shops, becoming involved 
in school drug programs, and forming support groups for one 
another. 

• I always thought that if we got the young people involved it 
would be a giant step forward. And now that's happening. 
Young people have formed 10,000 "Just Say No" Clubs, 
positive peer pressure groups to counter the peer pressure 
that used to encourage them to use drugs. 
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• Other First Ladies around the world are beginning to share 
my concern about this terrible menace. 

• Twice I have invited First Ladies of other countries here to 
discuss the drug abuse problem. The number of concerned 
First Ladies is growing. At the first conference, I had 17 
acceptances. At the second, held at the United Nations, 30 
First Ladies responded favorably to my invitation. 

• As a result of those meetings, parent groups have been 
formed in Germany, Portugal, Malaysia, Ireland, and Thailand 
and hopefully that list is growing. The First Ladies of 
Brazil, Costa Rica and Grenada have formed national 
prevention campaigns. And PRIDE -- the Parents Resource 
Institute for Drug Education has a program in Belize and 
Panama. 

• Many corporations and service organizations are taking drug 
abuse prevention efforts around the world. And the United 
Nations will convene an international conference in June 
1987 with the focus on prevention. 

• Today the United States is capturing the attention of the 
world. The country is mobilizing in a national crusade for 
a drug-free America. Across the country, individual 
citizens are taking a stand against drugs in their schools 
and homes, in their companies and communities. 

• I have challenged Americans to create an outspoken 
intolerance for illegal drug use. our goal is a drug-free 
society and we will not accept anything less. Our citizens 
must not be robbed of their opportunity to live and to 
build. Our children must not be cheated of the future. 

• United and committed, we can drive illegal drugs out of our 
society. We can push the drug dealers out of existence and 
protect the bright promise in each child's heart. 

• I ask each of you to help make our national crusade against 
illegal drugs a worldwide crusade. 
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United States Department of S~~ \A, 
W as_hi~gton, D. C. 20520 1/' 

Nove:nber 12, 1986 

BRIEFING MEMORANDUM S!v~ 
To: The Secretary 

From: INM - Ann Wrobleski c-u..:::> 

subject: Ambassadors Narcotics Recommendations to the President 

SUMMARY: 

The twenty-one U.S. Ambassadors participat ing in the 
Ambassadors Conference on Na r cotics at the Whi t e House have 
prepared recommendations_ to present to the Prea ident at their 
November 13 (1:30 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.) meeting. The . 
recommendations suggest how the international narcotics effort 
could be enhanced in the areas of consumption/ demand 
reduction, trafficking and production. You have agreed to 
introduce the three Ambassadors making recommenaations to the 
President (Brown (Thailand): Production; Gillespie (C9lombia): 
Trafficking; Burt (FRG): Consumption/ Demand). The 
recommendations follow. 

AMBASSADORS' RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Ambassadors have requested that tomorrow you suggest 
to the President that he prepare a letter for them to present 
to their host governments stressing the importance that he 
attaches to this issue, both as a domestic and international 
concern. This letter should be sent to the Ambassudors when 
they return to their posts next week. 

A. Narcotics Production Wor king Grouo: 

1. Immediately establi s h an intens ive , comprehensive 
approach among U.S. civilian and military agenci es to provide 
assistance in crop eradicati on and interdict i on~~functions 
which-are inseparable and central to combatt i n~ narcotics 
prodlict"i on. - Additional as ~i stance should i nclu de· more assets 

-· · - ----· --.·- . ~equip~ent-, __ supEJie~,::_maintenance_ and trai ning ~.v r esearc h and <~-_:- ;_--_":_=_~=:=-~ --:;aeve1opmE!>n_t: ~~p;rope~:_--hE_rbicides and.- appg-ca~cm ---te-chnigues are a 
· - - · prrority), regi·cmal~coori:Hnation_and ·· a -.:..--:c:mm?~~e.n~.rj _public _ _ _ 

' · awareness strategy-. ·· -- -··- --- ,-.. - - --- - -..... .. 
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2. The President should stress to ·the U.S. private 
business sector the social merit of contributing to the 
anti-narcotics production effort. The business sector can be 
instrumental in developing the proper herbicides and 
application equipment for use against narcotic crops, tracing 
and controlling the movement of precursor chemicals used to 
manufacture narcotics, and helping to locate markets for crops 
and to assist in legitimate business endeavors to replace 
narcotics cultivation in ~urrent producing regions. 

B. Trafficking Working Group: 

l. Repeal legislative restrictions on assistance to drug­
producing and trafficking countries which presently hamper our 
abilities to help couritries carry out effective narcotics 
control measures. At present, the United States is prohibited 
from providing meaningful assistance to foreign law enforcement 
agencies. 

2. Create a central coordination and dissemination 
mechanism (perhaps an all-source intelligence clearinghouse) to 
deal specifically with narcotics-related intelligence •. While 
there is a wealth of narcotics-related intelligence gathered by 
various agencies in the field, there is at present an 
inadequate analysis, coordination and dissemination of 
•strategic• intelligence. 

3. Vigorously support multilateral agreements to prohibit 
money-laundering, support extradition treaties and establish 
asset seizure procedures. The draft United Nations Convention 
on Narcotics Trafficking, which is being considered by U.N. 
members, strengthens nations' abilities to address the range of 
narcotics-related problems by providing appropriate legal 
tools. The International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, scheduled for Vienna in June, 1987, promises to 
produce important international initiatives; to highlight the 
importance the U.S. attaches to the Conference and the draft 
convention, Mrs. Reagan should attend the O.N. Conference . 

. 
C. Consumption/ Demand Reduction Working Group: 

1. Place the narcotics consumption issue on the agenda of 
the Economic Summit scheduled in Venice next spring. 
Establish an ·exp~s __ group to· develop proposals. to reduce 
narcotics demand and consumption on a :wotldwide basis. The 

.. _ Toky~ S~it_ adopted _an_- Experts Report on . Narcoti-cs that 
--=-~-:---_-.:-·f ·ocusea-.J>ri-:snpp.ly.-=-.r~ductj""p~dnd·-enf-orc~~..:~ ·· An~ff-0rt at 

Venice· coulatackl·e~operat'ionon· tne-m.a]or- consumpt.i-Gn - · 
issues: increased drug abuse .:awareness, prevent ion,- er i mi na l 
penalties and rehabilitation.~ 
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2. Designate a Presidential •Just Say No• anti-drug mission 
to travel to Latin America, Europe and Asia to raise global 
awareness of the drug issue. The mission, possibly led by Mrs. 
Reagan immediately prior -to the United Nations World Conference 
in Vienna {June, 1986), would launch a two-week •goodwill• 
mission to de~onstrate U.S. commitment to the anti-drug issue, 
while providing an opportunity for meaningful international 
exchange on the issue. Consisting of anti-drug experts, 
celebrities, sports and media figures and former drug users, 
the mission members would meet and work with their counterparts 
in countries visited. They would engage in high profile 
meetings to spread th~ message that drugs are a universal 
concern and that societies can act together against the problem. 

Jr -
Drafted: INH: CSbaw/ WKThompson/ CBernal/ MGallardo 
Approved: INM: ABWrobleski 
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