
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
Collection: Reagan, Ronald: 1980 Campaign Papers, 

1965-1980 

Series: XV: Speech Files (Robert Garrick and Bill Gavin) 

Subseries: A: Bob Garrick File 

Folder Title: 10/09/1980, Orlando FL, SeaWorld 

Box: 434 

 
To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

 
Last Updated: 10/06/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


1 
Senator Paul Laxalt 

Ambassador Anne Armstrong 

Bill Casey 

v£a. Meese 

Jim Baker 

Bill Brock 

Dean Burch 
(For Ambassador Bush) 

Peter Dailey 

Mike Deaver 

Drew Lewis 

Lyn Nofziger 

Verne Orr 

Bill Timmons 

Dick Wirthlin 

Congressman Tom Evans 

Richard Allen 

Martin Anderson 

Jim Brady 

Ed Gray 

Others fit_// 

be> b G1 

~ 

FROM: BOB GARRICK 

OUT AT: 1:~S-#,/77. 
1 t)cr: 

INFORMATION 

Enclosed is the speech RR 

will give in Orlando. FL on 

Tb 11 rn , 9 oct at 6:16 p.rn. 

Please return comments by 

9·QQ am Thurs. 9 Oct. 

Thank you. 



To: Nofziger, Brady, Anderson, Deaver 

From: Ga.rrick 

RR ORLANDO REMARKS INSERT 10/9 

Sent: Oct. 

Draft 1 JMc 10/6 1500 

During the ten months I've been on the campaign trail 

I've met thousands of Americans all over the country. It has been 

a wonderful, exciting experience for me. It has done much to 

restore my faith in the people of this great country in a time 

of profound national distress. 

But I have also sorrowed at the distress I have seen. 

Patrick Lucey, a man who Jimmy Carter appointed as Ambassador 

to Mexico, observed last spring that all across this country he 

had seen the "human wreckage" left behind from the Carter 

Administration's failures. I can't disagree with that analysis. 

For the Carter record these past four years is a litany 

of despair, of broken promises, of trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Look at what Jimmy Carter said four years ago when he 

campaigned against President Ford. He said that during the 

eight years of a Republican Administration the value of the 

dollar had gone down to 61¢. He promised he would do something 

about it. Well, he's had four years to do something about it. 

And now the 61¢ you had in 1976 is worth 43¢. Is this what 

Jimmy Carter is referring to when he tells us about the great 

leadership he has given America? 
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In 1976 Jimmy Carter said that"the average rate of 

inflation of 6 1/2% during the Nixon-Ford years exceeds the 

average rate for every other administration since Woordow 

Wilson." Now, after four years of Jimmy Carter's brand of 

leadership in the White House, the average rate of inflation 

caused by his economic policies exceeds the average rate of 

every other administration in this century. 

In 1976 Jimmy Carter enthusiastically pointed out that 
weekly 

the real/wages of the average American worker had declined 

by 45 cents over tne previous eight years. Well, 

thanks to Jimmy Carter, that shrinkage has continued. The 

worker who lost 45¢ a week over eight Republican years has lost 

$8.44 over the four Carter years. That's Carter-style leadership 

at work. (_ 1968; $103 , 39/wk 1976: $102 \ 94/'wk 1980~ $94 , 50/wkl . ' 

With this kind of , economic record, it's no wonder that 

Jimmy Carter asked Mrs. Carter to come down here to Orlando last 

month to talk about other things. 

In her campaign speech right here in Sea World, she 

gave her audience to believe that I am opposed to Medicare. 

Let me tell you the truth about my position on Medicare. 

I know how vital Medicare is to senior citizens facing 

medical and hospital costs far out of proportion to their 

resources. If I am your President, I will work to strengthen 

Medicare - to make it more responsive to your needs - and to 

tighten its administration so that more of the funds can be 

used to help those in need. 

Mrs. Carter's address also contained the suggestion 

that if I were elected President, I would destroy social 
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security. That story has been spread in a lot of other places too, 

and I must confess that hearing it gets my Irish up. So I want 

to tell you here and now what you can expect from Ronald Reagan 

in the White House. 

If I'm your President I will resolutely defend che integrity 

of the Social Security system, a system absolutely indispensable 

to the retirement security of thirty million Americans. 

I will make sure that no senior citizen will ever miss 

a Social Security payment while Ronald Reagan sits in the White 

House. 

There are proposals being discussed in Washington to 

tax your social security checks. As President, I will oppose -

and if necessary veto - any such proposal. And I know something 

about making vetoes stick, because during my eight years as 

Governor of California I vetoed 994 legislative items - and I 

made 993 of those vetoes stick in a legislature dominated by the 

opposition party. 

If Jimmy Carter is as interested in the integrity of the 

Social Security system as he claims to be, he should consider 

what has happened to the fiscal position of that system under 

his economic policies. The fiscal integrity of that system depends 

on a large number of workers paying payroll taxes. What happen,s 

when millions of Americans are thrown out of work? The income 

of the fund goes down. If that kind of unemployment continues, 

the future benefits of millions of Americans will be jeopardized. 
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Let me give you an example. Suppose four million 

Americans find themselves out of work. And suppose that if 

working they would be earning just $4 an hour. What happens 

to the social security fund? The fund loses $314 million 

dollars -- a month - $3.7 billion dollars a year! 

( 4 million workers x $4.00 / hr x 160 hrs/mo x .1226 combined 

FICA rate= $314.64 million/mo). 

The threat to the social security system is not the 

idea that it be made voluntary, for nobody is proposing such an 

idea. The threat to the social security system is an economy 

where millions of would-be workers are not paying into the social 

security trust fund! And that's precisely 'the kind of economy 

this nation has as a result of Jimmy Carter's pathetic economic 

mismanagement. 

We are long overdue, in this country, for the kind of 

leadership that will recognize the nation's real problems 

instead of trying to cover them up. Leadership that will 

accept responsibility, instead of blaming others for e ve r y 

calamity. Leadership that will act decisive l y to restore our 

economic strength and our faith in the future of this country. 

And above all, this country needs leadership for peace. 

Military preparedness is essential to preserve peace in this 

troubled world. But peace requires far more than this. Peace 

requires a strong , confident economy producing the things 

our people want and need. It requires a moral strength that 

can inspire and ennoble others ; a spirit of decency and 

generosity ; a commitment to America's destiny as a champion 

of peace and freedom throughout .the world. That is the kind of 
leadership I hope to provide; and with your help and God's, I 
know that together we can make America great again. 



y 
B.rady, Anderson, Deaver 

, Ga,r,r~c 

RR ORLANDO REMARKS INSERT 10/9 Draft 1 JMc 10/6 1500 

During the ten months I've been on the campaign trail 

I '·ve met thousands of Americans all over the country. It has been 

a wonderful, exciting experience for me. It has done much to 

restore my faith in the people of this great country in a time 

of profound national distress. 

But I have also sorrowed at the a.ts tress r have s·een. 

Patrick Lucey, a man who Jimmy Carter appointed as Ambassador 

to Mexico, observed last spring that all across this country he 

had seen the "human wreckage" left behind from the Carter 

Administration's failures. I can't disagree with that analysis. 

For the Carter record these past four years is a litany 

of despair, of broken promises, of trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Look at what Jimmy Carter said four years ago when he 

campaigned against President Ford. He said that during the 

eight years of a Republican Administration the value of the 

dollar had gone down to 61¢. He promised he would ·do something 

about it. Well, he's had four years to do something about it. 

And now the 61¢ you had in 1976 is worth 43¢. Is this what 

Jimmy Carter is referring to when he tells us about the great 

leadership he has given America? 
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In 1976 Jimrny Carter said that"the average rate of 

inflation of 6 1/2% during the Nixon-Ford years exceeds the 

average rate for every other administration since Woordow 

Wilson." Now, after four years of Jimmy Carter's brand of 

leadership in the White House, the average rate of inflation 

caused by his economic policies exceeds the average rate of 

every other administration in this century. 

In 1976 Jimmy Carter enthus-iastically pointed out that 
weekly 

the real/wages of the average American worker had declined 

by 45 cents over tne previous eight years. Well, 

thanks to Jimmy Carter, that shrinkage has continued. The 

worker who lost 45¢ a week over eight Republican years has lost 

$8.44 over the four Carter years. That's Carter-style leadership 

' I 

at work. C 1968r $103,39/wk_ 19_76; $1Q2, ·94/w.k 1~80~ $9A,50/wkL 

With this kind of , ·economic record, it's no wonder that 

Jimmy Carter asked Mrs. Carter to come down here to Orlando last 

month to talk about other things. 

In her campaign speech right here in Sea World, she 

gave her audience to believe that I am opposed to Medicare. 

Let me tell you the truth about my position ori Medicare. 

I know how vital Medicare· is to senior citizens facing 

medical and hospital costs far out of proportion to their 

resources. If I am your President, I will work to strengthen 

Medicare - to make it more responsive to your needs - and to 

tighten its administration so that more of the funds can be 

used to help those in need. 

Mrs. Carter's address also contained the suggestion 

that if I were elected President, I would destroy social 
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security. That story has been spread in a lot of other places too, 

and I must confess that hearing it gets my Irish up. So I want 

to tell .you here and now what you can expect from Ronald Reagan 

in the White House. 

If I'm your President I wili resolutely defend hhe integrity 

of the Social Security system, a system absolutely indispensable 

to the retirement security of thirty million Americans. 

I will make sure that no senior citizen will ever miss 

a Social Security payment while Ronald Reagan sits in the White 

House. 

There are proposals being discussed in Washington to 

tax your social security checks. As President, I will oppose -

and if necessary veto - any such proposal. And I know something 

about making vetoes stick, because during my eight years as 

Governor of California I vetoed 994 legislative items - and I 

made 993 of those vetoes stick in a legislature dominated by the 

opposition party. 

If Jimmy Carter is as interested in the integrity of the 

Social Security system as he claims to be, he should consider 

what has. happened to the fiscal position of that system under 

his economic policies. The fiscal integrity of that system depends 

on a large number of workers paying payroll taxes. What happens ·· . 

,.. - . --

wheri millions of Americans are thrown· out of work? The income 

of the fund goes down. If that kind of unemployment continues, 

the future benefits· of millions of Ame.ricans will be jeopardized. 
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Let me give you an example. Suppose four million 

Americans find themselves out of work. And suppose that if 

working they would be earning just $4 an hour. What happens 

to the social security fund? The fund loses $314 million 

dollars -- a month - $3.7 billion dollars a year! 

(. 4 million workers x $4.00/hr x 160 hrs/mo x .1226 combined 

FICA rate · = $314.64 million/mo}. 

The threat to the social security system is not the 

idea that it be made voluntary, for nobody is proposing such an 

idea. The threat to the social security· system is an economy 

where millions of would-be workers are' not paying into the social 

security· trust fund! And that is precisely the kind of economy 

this nation has as a result of Jimmy Carteris pathetic economic 

mismanagement. 

We are long overdue, in this country, for th.e kind of 

leadership that will recognize the nation's real problems 

instead of trying to cover th.em up. Leadership that w--ill 

accept responsibility, instead of blaming others for every 

calamity. Leadership that will act decisively to restore our 

economic strength and our faith · in the future of this country. 

And above all, this country needs leadership for peace. 

Military preparedness is essential to preserve peace in. this 

troubled world. But peace requires far more than this. Peace­

requires a strong, confident economy producing the things 

our people want and need. It requires a moral strength that 

can inspire and ennobie others ; a spirit of decency and 

generosity; a commitment to America's destiny, as a champion 

of peace and freedom throughout i:.th.e world. That is the kind of 
leadership I hope to provide; and with your help and God's, I 
know that together we can make America great _again. 



\ 
Nofziger, Deaver, Anderson, Brady 10/9 110 

·---- ·- - - --------- --- ---- - ------ - ---
From: Garrick (Mcclaughry) 

Re: Orlando Speech - In House comments 

Roger Wallace (Anne Armstrong) believes that any reference to 
decreasing the value of the dollar during the Nixon- Ford years 
is "anti Republican II and "anti - Ford"' , even though the Carter 
record is infinitely worse . (pp 1-2) 

Bill Morris objects to language in the top half of page 4 where 
even the idea of "voluntary" social security is mentioned, is a 
mistake , and will II confuse the voters". 

The Leisure World senior citizen insert, which accompanies this 
memo, is intended to be our standard insert on senior citizens 
and social security . We suggest you use that in all senior 
apperances, beginning with Orlando. It includes the repeal 
of the earnings limit, an idea already cleared with Marty 
Anderson (cost: about $2 billion gross, with some reflow from 
FICA and income tax collections; net amount debatable.) 
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To: Nofziger, Brady, Anderson, Deaver 

Fro:nn Ga,rrtck 
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During the ten months I've been on the campaign trail 

I've met thousands of Americans all over the country. It has been 

a wonderful, exciting experience for me. It has done much to 

restore my faith in the people of this great country in a time 

of profound national distress. 

But I have also sorrowed at the aistress I have seen. 

Patrick Lucey, a man who Jimmy Carter appointed as Ambassador 

to Mexico, observed last spring that all across this country he 

had seen the "human wreckage" left behind from the Carter 

Administration's failures. I can't disagree with that analysis. 

For the Carter record these past four years is a litany 

of despair, of broken promises, of trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Look at what Jimmy Carter said four years ago when he 

campaigned against President Ford. He said that during the 

eight years of a Republican Administration the value of the 

dollar had gone down to 61¢. He promised he would do something 

about it. Well, he's had four years to do something about it. 

And now the 61¢ you had in 1976 is worth 43¢. Is this what 

Jimmy Carter is referring to when he tells us about the great 

leadership he has given America? 
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In 1976 Jimmy Carter said that"the average rate of 

inflation of 6 1/2 % during the Nixon-Ford years exceeds the 

average rate for every other administration since Woordow 

Wilson . " Now, after four years of Jimmy Carter's brand of 

leadership in the White House, the average rate of inflation 

caused by his economic policies exceeds the average rate of 

every other administration in this century . 

In 1976 Jimmy Carter enthusiastically pointed out that 
weekly 

the real/wages of the average American worker had declined 

by 45 cents over the previous eight years . Well, 

thanks to Jimmy Carter, that shrinkage has continued . The 

worker who lost 45¢ a week over eight Republican years has lost 

$8.44 over the four Carter y ears . That ' s Carter- style leadership 

' I 

at work . C 1968 ~ $103 e39 / wk 1 976 ; $102 ~94(1wk 1 9-80 $ $9 4 ,. 50 /wk l 

With this kind of , economic record , it ' s no wonder that 

Jimmy Carter asked Mrs. Carter to come down here to Orlando last 

month to talk about other things . 

In her campai gn spee ch right here in Sea World, she 

gave her audience to believe that I am opposed to Medicare . 

Let me tell you the truth about my position on Medicare . 

I know how vital Medicare is to senior citizens facing 

medical and hospital costs far out of proportion to their 

resources . If I am y our President , I will work to strengthen 

Medicare - to make it more responsive to your needs - and to 

tighten its administration so that more of the funds can be 

used to help those in need . 

Mrs. Carter ' s address also contained the suggestion 

that if I were elected President , I would destroy social 
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security. That story has been spread in a lot of other places too, 

and I must confess that hearing it gets my Irish up. So I want 

to tell you here and now what you can expect from Ronald Reagan 

in the White House. 

If I'm your President I will resolutely defend hhe integrity 

of the Social Security system, a system absolutely indispensable 

to the retirement security of thirty million Americans. 

I will make sure that no senior citizen will ever miss 

a Social Security payment while Ronald Reagan sits in the White 

House. 

There are proposals being discussed in Washington to 

tax your social security checks. As President, I will oppose -

and if necessary veto - any such proposal. And I know something 

about making vetoes stick, because during my eight years as 

Governor of California I vetoed 994 legislative items - and I 

made 993 of those vetoes stick in a legislature dominated by the 

opposition party . 

If Jimmy Carter is as interested in the integrity of the 

Social Security system as he claims to be, he should consider 

what has happened to the fiscal position of that system under 

his economic policies. The fiscal integrity of that system depends 

on a large number of workers paying payroll taxes. What happen,s 

when millions of Americans are thrown out of work? The income 

of the fund goes down. If that kind of unemployment continues, 

the future benefits of millions of Americans will be jeopardized . 
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Let me give you an example. Suppose four million 

Americans find themselves out of work. And suppose that if 

working they would be earning just $4 an hour. What happens 

to the social security fund? The fund loses $314 million 

dollars -- a month - $3.7 billion dollars a year! 

( 4 million workers x $4.00/hr x 160 hrs/mo x . 1226 combined 

FICA rate= $314.64 million/mo). 

The threat to the social security system is not the 

idea that it be made voluntary, for nobody is proposing such an 

idea. The threat to the social security system is an economy 

where millions of would-be workers are not paying into the social 

security trust fund! And that's precisely the kind of economy 

this nation has as a result of Jimmy Carter's pathetic economic 

mi sman a gemen t. 

We are long overdue, in this country, for the kind of 

leadership that will recognize the nation ' s real problems 

instead of trying to cover them up. Leadership that will 

accept responsibility, instead of blaming others for every 

calamity. Leadership that will act decisively to restore our 

economic strength and our faith in the future of this country. 

And above all, this country needs leadership for peace. 

Military preparedness is essential to preserve peace in this 

troubled world. But peace requires far more than this. Peace 

requires a strong, confident economy producing the things 

our people want and need. It requires a moral strength that 

can inspire and ennoble others ; a spirit of decency and 

generosity ; a commitment to America's destiny as a champion 

of peace and freedom throughout the world. That is the kind of 
leadership I hope to provide; and with your help and God's, I 
know that together we can make America great again. 
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During the ten months I've been on the campaign trail 

I've met thousands of Americans all over the country . It has been 

a wonderful, exciting e x perience for me . It has done much to 

restore my faith in the people of this great country in a time 

of profound national distress . 

But I haw~ also sorrowed at the a±stress I have s-een . 

Patrick Lucey, a man who Jimmy Carter appointed as Ambassador 

to Mexico, observed last spring that all across this country he 

had seen the "human wreckage" left behind from the Carter 

Administration's failures. I can't disagree with that analysis . 

For the Carter record these past four years is a litany 

of despair, of broken promises, of trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Look at what Jimmy Carter said four years ago when he 

campaigned against President Ford . He sai d that during the 

eight years of a Republican Administration the value of the 

dollar had gone down to 61¢ . He promised he would do something 

about it. Well, he's had four years to do something about it . 

And now the 61¢ you had in 1976 is worth 43¢ . Is this what 

Jimmy Carter is referring to when he tells us about the great 

leadership he has given America? 
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Let me giv~ you an examplQ . Suppose four million 

Americans find themselves out of work. And suppose that if 

working they would be earning just $4 an hour . What happens 

to the social security fund? The fund loses $314 million 

dollars - - a month - $3 . 7 billion dollars a year! 

C 4 million workers x $4 . 00/hr x 160 hrs/mo x . 1226 combined 

FICA rate= $314 . 64 million/mo) . 

The threat to the soc.i.al security, sys.teTI). is not the 

idea that it be made voluntary, for nobody is proposing such an 

idea . The threat to the social secur ity sys,tem is an economy 

where millions of would-be workers- are' not paying into the social 

security trust fund! And that '·s precisely the kind of economy 

this nation has as a result of J'imrny Carter 1' s pathetic economic 

mi sman a gemen t . 

We are long overdue, in this- country , for the kind of 

leadership that will recognize the nation ' s real problems, 

instead of trying to cover them up . Leaders,hip that will 

accept responsibility , instead of blaming others for every 

calamity . Leadership that will act decisively to restore our 

economic strength and our faith in the future of this country . 

And above all, this country needs leadership for peace . 

Military preparedness is essential to preserve peace in this 

troubled world. But peace requires far more than this . Peace 

requires a strong, confident economy producing the things 

our people want and need. It requires a moral strength that 

can inspire and ennoble others ; a spirit of decency and 

generosity ; a commitment to America's destiny as a champion 

of peace and freedom throughout ; the world . That is the kind of 
leadership I hope to provide; and with your help and God's, I 
know that together we can make America great again. 
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