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OPPORTUNITY 
It Has No Color At RED LOBSTER 
The exciting field of restaurant man
agement provides an outstanding op
portunity for responsibility and rapid 
advancement. 

Within Lh.is growing industry, Red Lob
ster can provide :m even greate r degree 
of opportunity to the aggressive indi 
vidual as only an expanding, progres
sive-minded company can. 

We offer: 
• A continued history of REAL 
GROWTH--over 240 units opened 
in 33 states since 1968! 

., A company on the move-with new 
units currently under co nstruc tion. 

• A professional, challenging career 
where promotions are rapid and 
based solely on individual perform
ance. 

"' Above average compensation with 
fu ll benefits including one of the 
FINEST PROFIT SHARING 
PLANS around! 

If you are free to relcx:ate. have dem
onstrated management abilities, and 
would like to learn more abouc res. 
laurant management or corporate staff 
OC)portunicies a.t Red Lobste r, then 

send a resume to 
Attn: Professional 

Staffing. 

1 RED LOBSTER 
RESTAURANTS 

P.O. Box 13330 
Orlando, Florida J2859 

MUSCLES? 
my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving results you can ct:.·· 
feel and your friends will ,l 
notice. 6ig, useful muscles. , . • "'..., 
Gain weight, if needed. Lose : ' 
"pot belly ." Send your name and 

• address for 32-page book- FREE. 
CHARLES ATLAS, 49 West 23rd St., 
New York, N.Y. 10010 Dept. H 192 
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Many meo sa.y a lady hu more feminine lure 
wearing skirts. and back again io10 sryle 
comes HOWARD'S body cream secret. 
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double jar cream, one dark brown. one 
medium. By miJ:ing and blending it covered 
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waterproof coacing it gave GLAMOUR to 
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feminine lufe tha1 makes eyes stray. Enjoy it. 
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SJ either jar or SS for both in the combination. 
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mins. minerals,. en· 
ergy nutrients , too. 
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antly and naturally. 
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CRIM£ PREVENTION 
PROGRAM CHIEF 

Melvin D. Turner, execu
tive director of CAP
TURE-Citizens Crime 
Pren·ntion, Inc. , in San 
Mateo, Cal., offers tips 
on how citizens can help 
stop neighborhood crime: 
"Don't leave notes on 
your door. It infonns a 
would-be burglar that 
you're not at home. 
\ Vernen should not ad
vertise that they live 
alone. List the first and 
middle initials and last 
name only on your mail
bo.-.: and in the telephone 

- directory, If rou ride pub
lic transportation, know 
time schedules to avoid 
waiting: longer th,m nec
essary and, if possible, 
stand in a well-lit area." 

CR IM INAL COURT 
JUSTICE 

Says Judge Bruce Mc
Marion \V right of the 
New York City Crimin,\l 
Court on the subject of 
crime prevention: "Only 
self-distortion can be 
Slunmoned to explain 
Black on Black violence , 
coupled ,vith self-hate. 
Perhaps both the image 
and self- image of Blacks 
can be altered if Blacks 
are ,r;i,·en inclusive status 
when lt comes to educa
tion and employment in 
Amerlca. instead of the 
spe- ci..i.l and negative 
treatment we do have. I 
think excellence in edu
cation must be the an
swer, clear!~- a self-help 
ambition. After all , af
firmativt- action is dead." 

6 

SPEAKING 

MICHIGAN 
COUNTY SHERIFF 

\Villiam Lucas of \Vo.yne 
County ( Detroit} . Mich., 
sheriff of the third large~t 
county in the nation for 
11 years, suggests: "The 
only ,vay to solve the 
crime problem in this 
country is to develoD the 
self-esteem of individuab, 
to make avaifable to peo·
ple the means to main
tain their d ignity and 
seek fulfilling opportun i
ties that ::t re rewarding. 
People have got to be 
able to compete in the 
marketplace, :.1.nd if 
they're going to do so 
meaningfully, they've got 
to have an equal educa
tion . They must feel 
that their contributions 
to society are valuable." 

EBONY • August, 1979 



OF PEOPLE 

ACTING POLICE 
SU PERINTENDfNT 

Acting Superintendent 
of the Chicago Police De
partment, Samuel N'o lan, 
savs, ''Crime prevention 
n;eds two ingredients to 
make it viable, the public 
and the police. Both must 
be invoked or else the 
small number of criminals 
will make the large num
ber of decent citizens live 
in fea r for their safe ty. 
The ultimate police force 
is the public itself, as the 
or~anized police depart
ments of the country are 
only their appointed rep
resentatives. \..Vhen the 
pu hlic and the police work 
in harmony, the commu
nity is truly a part of com
bined efforts in making 
netghborhood.s better." 

EBONY• August, 1979 

-~~,-·-:.: 

- . . ·- · 
·; ·~···~~ .;:.:. 
~. ;· ~-~~;::-
.. _. •. .;,t:; 
·-~~, ,-., . 

"• f'- ~ 

l1l 

~ 
' ) ,l! 
~ 

MUNICIPAL PRISON : 
WARDEN 

Earl L. \Vilson, warden 
of Holmesburg Prison in 
Philadelphia, saysc "If • 
parents do not assume I 
their responsibilities by , 
sho\vi.ng love, setting good 
examples, teaching to re
spect the property of ·oth
ers, and disciplining when 
necessary, then we can 
expect more crimes and 

being spent in an at
tempt to reform incarcer
ated inmates. If some of 
these monies were chan
ne!ed to existing or new 
communi_ty-based pro
grams, this would be an 
asset and would contrib
ute to crime prevention." 

·Assoc. PROFESSOR 
Of PSYCHIATRY 

Dr. Alvin Poussaint, asso
ciate professor of psychi
atry at Harvard :\fedicn.1 
School and author of Why 
Blacks Kill Blacks , ob
serves: "\·\'hen people i 
stop caring about each i 

other, they lapse into a 
more competitive and 
mali&rnant individualism 
that creates an atmos
phere where everyone is 
out for· themselves, and I 
that increases the climate 

1 
for crime and violence. 
Things that would help , 
build a sense of commu- ! 
nity , from family support I 

to increased involvement 
of churches, settlement 
houses and programs for 1 

vouths would do much 
to hind the community.'' ! 
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NOTEBOOK 
EXCEPT during the past decade, bigtime criminal activity has been 

the rags-to-riches channel for minority entrepreneurs to ownership 
of Cadillacs, luxurious homes, $500 suits, and travel to ch,impionship 
heavyweight boxing matches in the style of a fore ign potentate. Blocked 
from legitimate business, Blacks with the necessary acumen to count 
greenbacks turned to such nefarious operations as numbers, trade in 
stolen goods, bootlegging, prostitution, and, ultimately, dmgs. In city 
after city across the country, the merchants with the dough were often 
shady characters who lived well, paid off the law enforcers, and some
times dropped cash in the coffers of crusading Black organizations or 
aided enterprising Black business people who were spurned by down
town banks. This latter endeavor hardly balanced off the damage in
flicted on the career ambitions of young Blacks or the quality of life for 
those who lived in ghe ttos. Once noticing the flashy living style of 
those "outside the law,"' many yo uths quickly sought to emulate racke
teering kingpins. The other byproducts were increased numbers of 
convicts, high drug addiction rates, and a breakdown of family life. 
Glossing over this sordid phase of Black life, civil rights leaders have 
focused on the few legal victories in trying to achieve first class citizen
ship, even promoting legitimate Black capitalism. 

During th is year's observance of the 25th anniversary of the U. S. Su
preme Court"s school desegrega tion decision, warriors of the civil rights 
army discovered that progress hardly was the basis for jubilation. The 
pictme actuallv was more bleak than in 1954 when many miclclle-class 
Blacks rolled down their sleeves believing that the struggle was over. 
To its dismay, the elite learned that two-thirds of America's Black chil
dren still attend sep,ua te and unequal schoo ls. Besides, HEW Secretary 
Joseph Califano emphasized that the brunt of change could not be 
placed on the schools at a time when communities were becoming more 
segreg,1tecl and Blacks were on the tail encl of every ch,nt from health 
to education dropouts . . .\.!most 40 percent of Black yo uth are jobless with 

SIMEON BOOKER 

Washing to n Bureau Chief 

no solution in sight. Despite this crisis, politicians are cutting back on 
remedial programs because of inflation. 

Fears were further exacerbated when, during a \.Vashington panel, 
Dr. Andrew Brimmer, the first Black governor of the Federal Reserve 
Bank, warned of "a schism within the Black community," which, in lav
man's terms, could mean open conHict- Black havenots against Black 
haves. \ !any of those in· the upper-class audience took offense at the 
mention of such a catastrophe, but this was not news for ghetto dwellers. 
The racketeering barons bad been wiped out but in their place has 
grown a generation of voung, angry and defiant street cats who ·'make 
it" at the expense of others. Where are they coping? Where else? Right 
in the Black communi ties. Those who expound Black pride seem per
plexed. They are mystified by the conduct of brothers and sisters attack
ing brothers and sisters. Do they expect a Black teenager, unemployed 
and on dope, to rent a cab and mug a White person in the suburb to find 
money for a narcotic fix? Furthermore, any such Black-versus-\.Vhite 
crime trend could bring swift retribution, much more ghastly than the 
Nixon Administration·s harassing of 8,000 civil rights militants during 
the Watergate era. 

Today's urban situ,ition is :ihu-rning and compounded by the com
placency of government. But historically, Blacks have been innovative 
and have been one of the few groups to show compassion for their poor. 
And they have options. If Black middle-class folk can spend upwards of 
$100 million a yem· to attend national conventions to discuss Black 
issues, they should be able to subsidize more self-help programs to reach 
the disadvantaged in their own communities instead of relying entirely 
on government handouts. Thmk of the new mood in the ghettos if mid
dle-class Blacks suddenly decided to fin,mce and volunteers agreed to 
man new emergency programs, such as people-to-people, little brother 
and sister, counseling and prison rehabilitation se·rvices. ~lerely talking 
aboc1t Black on Black crime is like talking about the weather. 



EBONY 
SHELF 
FOR the reader who wishes a fur

ther historical, socio logical and 
psychological study of Black on 
Black crime- after having read. 
this special issue-numerous schol
arly articles are available but a 
scarcity of definitive books. The 
suggested reading in this list has 
been drawn from among those 
read by EBONY editors while re
searching this special issue. 

Blacks And Criminal Justice, edited by 
Charles E. Owens a11d Jimmy Bell. This 
book is an outgrowth of two separate 
conferences (1974 and 1975) sponsored 
by the University of Alabama through 
its psychology center of correctional psy~ 
chology, The contributors, representing 
a cross section of fields in the criminal 
justice system, range from those who 
are an integral part of the system to 
those who plead fo r change, to govern
ment officials who see the inequities in 
the criminal justice system applied to 
Blacks, to behavioral scientists who have 
recommendations fo r change. D. C. 
Heath & Co. 1977 

Black Crime: A Police View, edited by 
Henington]. B·ryce. Papers collected in 
this te,\'.t explore ways to reduce crime 

30 

in the Black community, particularly 
Black on Black crime. The papers were 
presented at a 1976 conference spon
sored by the Law Enforcement Assis
tance Administration, the Police Foun
dation, and the Joint Center for Political 
Studies. The conference drew the na
tion's highest ranking Black law en
forcement officials and resulted in the 
creation of a national organization of 
Black law enforcement executives ( NO
BLE). Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office. 1977 

Black Perspectives On Crime And The 
Criminal Justice System, edited by Robert 
L. Woodson. In 1977, the National Ur. 
ban League convened a symposium of 
seven Black criminologists, joined by 
outstanding criminal justice practition
ers, lay community organizers, and ex
street gang members. Its purpose was to 
gain insights and knowledge for the 
thoughtful design of alternatives for the 
Black community to consider in its pur
suit of secure neighborhoods. This book 
includes the papers presented at the 
symposium along with the reactions by 
symposium participants and two ad
dresses given by luncheon speakers. 
G. K. Hall & Co. 1977 

Crime And Ifs Impact On The Black Com• 
munily, edited by Lawrence E. Gary and 
Lee P. Brown. An overview of crime .in 
the Black community and factors influ
encing it are considered in this antholo
gy. Approaches to the problem are also 
suggested. The topics explored include 
a historical overview of crime and 
Blacks since 18761 Black attitudes to-

ward crime and crime prevention, Black 
business and the crime of uneconomic 
communities, crime in an all-Black 
town, and the philosophical and re
search implications of definitions of 
crime. Howard University, Institute For 
Urban Affairs And Research, 1976 

The Administration Of Criminal Justice: A 
View From Black America, edited by Lee 
P. Brown. This book presents the views 
of si-c leading Black criminal justice• 
practitioners who attended workshops 
presented by the Institute for Urban 
Affairs at Howard University in 1973. 
While these- practitioners were not con
cerned with developing theories, their 
explanations of crime and Blacks em
phasized the underrepresentation of 
Black employes in the criminal justice 
system, discrimination in law enforce
ment and the ro le of Black employes in 
criminal justice. Howard University, 
Institute For Urban Affairs And Re
search. 1974 

S1udy On The Status Of Black Criminology 
In The United Stales, by Julius Debro. 
This collection of writings by Blacks 
continually emphasizes the fact that 
Black perceptions of criminal justice 
agencies differ greatly from perceptions 
by Whites. This study also Ands that in 
the 1800s Blacks were primarily in
volved in nonviolent crime. In the 
South, Blacks were arrested with little 
provocation and their release depended 
upon Whites' paying the nne. Thus, 
the Black offender became, in effect, 
an indentured .servant. Violent crime 
among Blacks increased a:;: more moved 

North into the cities. U. S. Dept of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Na
tional Institute of Mental Health. 1978 

Crime, Policing, Corrections, and the So~ 
cial Order, by L. Aler Swan. The au
thor's purpose, in this book slated for 
fall 1979 publication, is to provide a 
critical view of crime, policing and cor~ 
rections within the context of the Amer
ican .social order and the Black commu~ 
nity. G. K. Hall & Co. (Boston). 1979 

Assault With A Deadly Weapon, by Johu 
Allen. Pantheon Books. 1977 

The Black Offender As Victim, edited by 
Rt,tledge M. Dennis 6 Charles James. 
University Press of America. 1976 

What The Negro Can Do About Crime, by 
!. A. Parker l · Allan Brownfield. Arling
ton House Publishers. 1974 

Police Operations, by Gwynn Peirson. 
Nelson Hall. 1976 

Violence And The Police, by Alphonso 
Pinkney. Prentice-Hall. 1975 

Why Blacks Kill Blacks, by Alvin Pous
saiut. Emerson Hall. 1972 

The Administration Of Criminal Justice: 
An Exploratory Bibliography, by Len
wood C. Davis. Council of Planning 
Librarians. 1975 

From The Black Bar : Voices For Equal 
Justice, by Gilbert Ware . G. P. Putnam 
& Sons. 1976 

Violence, Race And Culture, by Lynn A. 
Curtis. D. C. Heath & Co. 1975 
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BLACK ON BLACK CRIME 

PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT 



Publisher's Statement 

"Black on Black Crime has reached 

a critical level that threatens 

our existence as a people." 

THIS is a special issue on an explosive issue of special 
concern to every man, woman and child in Black 

America. It is a special, in-family issue on Black on 
Black Crime. And it is perhaps the most important special 

issue, from the standpoint of the strength and stability of 

the Black community, that we have published in the last 
16 years. 

We do. not, needless to say, approach this subject 

lightly. As a matter of fact, this is an issue we wish we 
didn't have to publish. But, wishes apart, it is an issue we 
had to publish if we were going to keep faith with that 
long line of dreamers and martyrs who brought us thus 

far along the way. 
It is our belief, and it is the basic premise of this issue, 

that Black on Black Crime has reached a critical level 
that threatens our existence· as a people. It is a threat to 

our youths, to our women, to our senior citizens, to our 

institutions, to our values. And although we are not re
sponsible for the external factors that systematically 
create breeding grounds for social disorder, we cannot 
avoid the internal responsibility of doing everything we 

can to solve a problem that is rending the fabric of our 

li ves. 
The facts before us are clear and dangerous: 

•Homicide is a major cause of death among young 
Black males, and most of these murder v ictims are killed, 
not by racists or members of the Ku Klu x Klan, but by 

other young Black males. 

•Tens of thousands of young Black men and women, 
the flower of our youth, are riding conveyor be lts leading 

from petty crime to reform schools to prisons to major 

crimes to death and/or the penitentiary. 

• Black communities from the Atlantic to the Pacific 

are becoming locked and divided camps, beleaguered and 



fearful places of bars, guards, alarms, metal gates and 

bolted doors. 

•Crimes by Blacks against Blacks are costing Black 
Americans and Black American businesses and institu
tions billions of dollars. Dr. Andrew Brimmer, former 

member of the Board of Governors of th e Federal Re

serve System, says that "a significant share of the hard 

income and a sizable proportion of the wealth that the 

Black community has struggled to accumulate are being 

dissipated through the wastage of criminal offenses. 

Moreover, the cost of crime is by no means evenly dis
tributed in the nat ion at large. Instead, the poorest mem

bers are far more likely to be victims-especia lly in cases 

of personal violence. Thus, the segment of the Black pop

ulation which can least bear the costs of crime is most 

often forced to ca rry a disproportionate share of what 
amounts to a criminally imposed levy." 

This is the general situation, and the si tuation is get
ting worse. For people are getting used to an intolerable 
situation, and indifference to Black pain and the spilli ng 

of Black blood is growing . And so today, as in the 19th 

century, there is no flesh in America, as Frederick Douglass 

said in another connection, as cheap as Black flesh . 
For a long time now, many Black leaders have re

mained sile nt on this issue for fear of playing into the 

hands of men of bad faith who use every Black misdeed 
to malign all Blacks. But the facts and figures cited in 

this issue have nothing at all to do with the social char

acteristics of Black peo ple. We are not now, and we 

have never been, more cri minal than other groups: we 

are simply exposed more often to environments that have 
produced high levels of social frustration and social dis

order in all groups. It is instructive in this connection to 
consider the words of Stanley Feldstein and Lawrence 

Costello (The Ordeal of Assimilation): "Throughout the 

19th century, a high percentage of paupers in American 

cities were foreign-born . Moreover, since there was a 

close relationship between poverty and crime, it was not 

surprising that a high incidence of crime existed in immi
grant neighborhoods. The notorious Five Points of New 

York City was an area of heavy Irish concentration. In 

1860, when half of the city's population was foreign

born, about 80 percent of those convicted of crimes 
were immigrants. " 

Considering the abnormally high levels of Black un

employment and the inhumane social conditions forced 
on most Blacks, it is not at all unusual that some Black 

individuals turn to crime. What is unusual und er the 
circumstances, and worthy of long thought, is that most 

Blacks of all ages and soc ial conditions are decent, law

abiding people. 

This special issue is dedicated to the overwhelming 
majority of Blacks, who are the victims, not the perpe

trators of Black on Black crime. And it is addressed 
primarily to t he perpetrators of crime who are, more often 

than not, v ictims of their own crimes and of a society that 

condemns them to lives of frustration and rage and emp

tiness. Beyond all that, it contains a message for forces 

and persons outside the Black community who are ul
timately responsible for perpetuating intolerable social 
conditions that are clear and present dangers not only to 

Black America but also to White America. 

It is against that background, and with that under

sta nding, that we present this specia l issue, which is 

divided into three sections. The first section deals with 

five major consequences of Black on Black Crime. The 
second section presents seven major causes. The third 
section tells what we-you and I and all Americans of 
good will-must do to staunch the flowing blood of the 

Dream . 
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THE CONSEQUENCES 



A DIVIDED COMMUNITY 

Crime Breeds Mistrust, Uncertainty, Fear And Anxiety 

By any social, economic or psychological 
yardstick, Blacks suffer disproportionately 

from crime. Drastically over-represen ted in 
the nation's arrest and prison statistics, they 
are more likely than Whites to be rape, rob
bery, burglary, larceny or assault victims. 
Thus, about 85 of every 1,000 Black males are 
crime victims as against 75 of every 1,000 
White males, according to the Law Enforce
men t Assistance Administration ( LEAA). 
Furthermore, the typical crime victim is a 
young, poor, undereduca ted, Black male, while 
the typical crime victimizer is similarly poor, 
under 30 years of age and has not completed 
high school. 

But statistics do not adequately gauge the 
impact of Black on Black crime, do not mea
sure the rampant fear, the shattering of fam
ilies, the rupturing of community solidarity. 
Indeed, statistics only hint, for example, at 
the economic impact of Black on Black crime. 
Atlanta's public safety director, Dr. Lee 
P. Brown, reports that the nation's crime 
bill ( excluding white co llar, governmental 
and organized crime) was an estimated $88.6 
billion in 1974 and Blacks shared about $13.29 
billion of that total. Allowing for infla tion 
since then, Brown calculates that crime is even 
more costly to the Black community today, 
that it directly or indirectly boosts the prices 
of almos t everything Blacks use and bikes 
their tax bills. 

Crime costs in other ways, too, adds Atlan
ta 's po lice chief, Dr. George Napper: "A fam
ily forced to do without its chief breadwinner 

because of confinement in prison, must often 
rely on government assistance, handouts and, 
not infrequently, theft, to maintain its exis
tence. Younger family members, seeing the 
criminal element in their community wi th ma
terial possessions which they des;;e, are too 
often enticed into the street life via drugs, 
prostitution and theft in its various forms," 

If the economic impact of Black on Black 
crime is high, its social impact may be even 
greater. It not merely victimizes community 
and family, argues California State University 
criminologist, Dr. Benjamin Carmichael, "but 
in its extreme forms prevents and undermines 
the very formation and main tenance of these 
institutions, themselves. Black on Black crime 
serves to inhibit our trust in each other, it dis
tracts from our commonality and makes our 
communities some of the most dangerous 
places in the city." 

Accordingly, a 1972 national study revealed 
that 49 percent of its non-White responden ts 
were afraid to walk alone at night. The Wash
ington, D.C., Urban League recen tly found 
that two of every three Blacks in low-income 
areas of that city say they walk in fear of 
neighborhood crime. :Vleanwhile, Blacks gen
erally are not confident that the criminal jus
tice system can successfully control crime, re
ports Texas Southern University criminologist, 
Dr. Alex Swan. To avoid being victimized, 
they avoid groups of teenagers, lock car doors, 
install extra door locks, limit their after-dark 
activities away from home and avoid the po
lice who are supposed to be their protectors. 

Crime has changed the 
archi tecture of the ghet
to. New housing for se
nior citizens on Chica
go's South Side (left) 
has a fortress-like base 
with narrow windows to 
keep out invaders. Se
curity force at the Chi
c ago development 
works 24 hours a day. 

Double locked steel gates 
protect front door of an 
urban apartment. ln acl
dition to bars and gates, 
many city dwellers sub
scribe to alarm services 
which alert private .sur
veillance company and 
the city police of ;.\ny 

attempterl break-in. 
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Despite such prudent responses to the ever
lurkin~ threat of victimization, many Blacks 
are gripped in continuous uncertainty, chronic 
anxiety, tension and other psychological trau
mas. They are more frightened by the possi
bility of being injured or killed in violen t crime 
encounters rather than in home and traffic ac
cidents which, in fac t, cause far more injuries 
and deaths, Their fear is grounded in crime 
and the rumors of crime that abound in their 
communities. 

"When lifestyles are altered as a result of 
crime," argues Napper, "when the high leve l 
of vio lence causes cities and homes to become 
'armed camps,' and when fear of criminal vic
timization grips even residents of rural commu
nities, the end resul t is the disfigurement of so
ciety and the downgrading of the quality of 
life." Because Black on Black crime has limited 
the social interaction and solidarity so neces
sary fo r Blacks to develop a sense of social 
well-being, more and more Blacks are talking 
openly and candidly abou t the need for Black 
communi ties themselves to try bringing it un
der con trol. Thus, The Woodlawn Organiza
tion (TWO), a Black community group on 
Chicago's South Side, has put crime at the top 
of its agenda. Although TWO has been con
cerned abo ut crime for some time, its public 
posture has been to emphasize poverty and 
racism as the real causes. That pos ture has 
changed, reports a T'vVO official, because "we 
couldn't tell a welfare mother who just got her 
check and was then bopped on the head that 
we were looking at the underlying c,1uses." 
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PERSONAL INJURY AND MENTAL PAIN 
More Blacks Killed On Streets Than In Vietnam 

MORE BL\CKS were killed bv other Blacks in the vear 1977 than 
died in the entire, nine-year Vietnam \Var. :\ lost of the .5,734 Blacks 

killed on the battlefields of Black America in 1977 could have survived 
\ "ietn am, since the Blacks who died there (5,711) averaged only 6:34 
per vear. These astounding figures only begin to underscore the seri
ousness of Black on Black crime, for nearly 87 percent of the robberies, 
rapes and assa ults on Blacks are committed by other Blacks. reports the 
Law Enforcement .-\ssistance Administration. \lost of these personal 
cri mes of violence are ,1gainst lone vic tims on streets, in parks, on plav
grounds and school grounds, or in parking lots; are more likely to be 
reported to the police than crimes in rn lving theft; and are less likely 
to be reported bv males than females, according to Universitv of :\lary
hrnd criminologist, Dr. Julius Debro. He also finds tha t Black house
holds are more likely tlwn White households to be burglarized; that, 
conti·ary to widespread belief, households headed bv persons over 65 
hm·e the lowest rates of all types of household crime, and that the larger 
the household. the greater the chance of victimiza tion. 

The cr iminologis t estimates that actual crime vo lume is at least three 
times larger than the total compiled by the FB l's annual Unifo rm Crime 
Reports. ·'\Ve know that if we are going to attack crime," he continues, 
"we must now concentrate our efforts on young people and try and get 
them to report incidents of criminal behavior. It is important for old 
people to know that they are relatively safe within their own homes 
and that it is n' t necessary to barricade themselves in their homes for 
further protec tion." 

Debro notes that perceptions of Black crime vary in different sections 
of the coun try . "In the :'.'!ortb," he reports, "violence is still seen as a way 
of life .. on the East Coast [perceptions leacll to ,t feeling that the 
dctim is just waiting to be victim ized because there is no other choice 
... On the \Vest Coast, the perception ... is not one of fear for Black 
on Black crime bnt one of acceptance that it will occur and that very 
Httle will be clone to combat [ it ] . .. In the Southwest, both in Houston 
and in Dallas the fear of crime [is] not ,1s strong as the fear of police 

Dead victims nf c:rirne like the one being removed froff1 street by Chicago policeman 
( rig:ht ) were more nu merous ln Black communit ies in one year than a ll the Blacks 
killed ( a total of -5,711) in entire Vietnam \Var ( below ), wh ich lasted nine years. 

:\lost Blacks [see] the police as an occupying force which [has] 
li ttle concern for human lives ,u11ong Blacks and :\-lexicans." 

The South, however, differs markedly from the rest of the nation, 
Debro continues. since it is "generally a place in which citizens can 
walk the stree ts at night without worrying ,1bout the fear of crime." He 
notes that crime has decreased in Atlanta since ( and because) its 
political leadership changed from White to Bbck. Debro re lates this 
reduction and the fact that jm·en ile gangs do not exist in the ci ty to 
"a) a Black concerned police department, b) the relationship of the 
police department with tenants and tenants' associations, and c ) the 
police department acting ,1s ,1 referral service." .-\ II of this suggests that 
the ultima te so lution of Black on Black crime will require extensive 
Black leadership. 
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DISINVESTMENT 

Crime Drives Businesses And Jobs From The Community 
"A SIGNIFICANT share of the hard income 

and a sizable proportion of the wealth 
that the Black community has struggled to 
accumulate are being dissipated through the 
wastage of criminal offenses," laments the 
famed economist, Dr. Andrew Brimmer. The 
waste he refers to includes the higher costs of 
shelter, food and other necessities, the mortgage 
monies lost because of ghetto "red lining" by 
financial institutions, and the public transpor
tation curtailed in low-income neighborhoods 
because of threats of violence against transit 
operators. Also, businesses move away because 

Abandoned buildin gs , 
permanentl y closed 
businesses have been 
di sastrous results o f 
rampant crime within 
the Black community, 
This in turn has boosted 
the cost of living for 
commtmity residents. 
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of low profit and high overhead from theft and 
pilferage and those who remain charge exor
bitant prices fo r goods and services. 

Because beleagured Black businessmen are 
often forced to shorten their store hours and 
absorb the rising cos ts of burglary alarms, 
window bars, iron gates and other security de
vices to thwart criminals, crime may be erod
ing more than one-third of their net earnings, 
Brimmer speculates . Although his estimate 
does not include staggering losses from rob
beries, Brimmer contends Black on Black 
crime helps account for the fail ure of a signifi-

cant number of Black businesses. 
Mayor Tom Bradley gives in detail some 

broader economic and psychological effects of 
Black on Black crime in Los Angeles: "The 
flight to the suburbs of some businesses and 
industries has left blocks of abandoned build
ings with broken windows and gutted interi
ors. As these firms left, they took thousands of 
jobs-often too far away for the Black em
ployes to follow. The abandoned buildings be
came attractive nuisances, and encouraged 
more vandalism and destruction. 

"The physical and psychological impact on 
[businesses ] that remained wis devas tating. 
The nearby residential neighborhoods began 
to see boarded up, abandoned houses. Those 
who cared about their property got out, if 
they could. The bligh t swept through entire 
neighborhoods like a destructive cyclone. 
The economic loss, direct and indirect, was 
devastating. The physical impact destructive 
and the psychological effect indescribable. 
The losses through vandalism and fear of 
crime at night caused most of the theaters and 
other p laces of entertainment to close ... 

"Schools suffer the typical vandalism and 
break-ins experienced nationwide. I heard last 
week that the loss from vandalism alone was 
enough to buy all the books required in all the 
school systems in the country fo r a full year. 
What a waste! Some schools have become 
worse than jungles, unsafe fo r teachers or stu
dents, unfit for human habitation and un
healthy for a learning environment. 

"Gang fights are daily-gang killings num
ber almost 100 in one city alone. Such neigh· 
borhoods thus become like wartime 'no man' 
lands. A place of terror and fear fo r old and 
yo ung alike. A community already suffering 
from blight and high unemployment loses jobs. 
services and hope. The process is like a cycle 
from which there seems to be no escape." 



LOSS OF TALENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
Crime Is Destroying A Whole Generation Of Young Blacks 
WHILE some young Blacks are concerned 

about college entrance examinations and 
whether they will get a good summer job, 
many others spend the majority of their time 
standing on street comers or "casing" neigh
borhoods trying to decide who to rip off next 
or which business will be an easy target. For 
these thousands of Black youths, crime is a 
wav of life, a means of livelihood. 

Crime is destroying a ·whole generation of 
young Blacks who never get an opportunity 
or just don't take the time to develop their 
own talents and skills. According to the Fed
eral Bureau of Investigation, there were 1,639 
murder victims in 1977 between the ages of 
15 and 19. and 702 of these were Black. But 
crime also destroys talented young Blacks 
who perpetrate vio lence on other persons and 
on property. Of the 1.8 million persons under 
18 who were arrested in cities in 1977, 24.6 
percent were Black. About fifty-four percent 
of those in this age bracket arrested for mur
der or non negligent manslaughter were Black, 
as were 59 percent of those arrested for rape 
and 64.2 percent of those arrested for robbery. 
Young Blacks accounted fo r 53.4 percent of 
those arrested fo r violent crimes and 29.7 per
cent of those arrested for property crimes. 
( Even though these statistics indicate that a 
disproportionate number of young Blacks are 
arrested for various crimes, they do not reflect 

The body of a slain robber lies in the doorway of a 
~lem phis grocery sto re. In 197i, .53.4 percent of those 
under 18 arrested for \'(olent crimes were Black. 
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the number of youths actually convicted for 
these offenses.) 

Some of these young people begin as 
mischievous children who steal from neigh
borhood grocery stores or from their class
mates at school. 

Such is the case of Bennie Bates. Bates, the 
son of a minister and a "decent, hard working" 
mother, grew up in Esplanade Gardens, a mid
dle-class enclave in the midst of New York's 
most wicked zone-the 32nd Precinct. In 1973, 
he and his brother witnessed the shooting of a 
14-year-old youth in their apartment. "After 
that, Bennie just started going downhill," a 
friend says. Numerous arrests on petty charges 
followed as Bates became more and more in
volved in street activity. "\.Ve knew him," says 
New York homicide Det. Jeddy Gates. "He 
was just one of a hundred kids ou t here on the 
streets hustling the best way they know how." 
On June 18, 197.5, Bates, 19, moved up to big
ger things. He and two friends invaded the 
home of a small-time jewelry dealer named 
Ian Richardson. The motive: robbery. In the 
process, Richardson was murdered. His preg
nant girlfriend, Helen Thomas, 30, was also 
killed, shot in the head and stomach. A visitor 
at the time of the robbery, Ethylene Came, 64, 
was stabbed in the back with an 18-inch knife 
and later shot to death. Ms. Thomas' 7-year
old son was shot, and another visitor, lV!yrtle 
Green, 30, was stabbed. Both survived. Bites 
was convicted of second-degree murder in Au
gust, 1976, and the youth is presently serving 
a 15 years to life sentence in a New York 
state prison. 

Black criminologists agree that criminal ele
ments already present in a community may en
tice youngsters to engage in criminal activities. 
Dr. Benjamin Carrnichael, in the book Black 
Perspectives On Crime And The Criminal Jus
tice System, says that successful young crimi
nals project a glamorous lifestyle that serves as 
a prototype for both other criminals and con
ventional youths to imitate. ·'For these youths, 
peer status is measured in terms of one's will
ingness and ability to use deceit, cunning, dar
ing and coercion _to commit essentially petty 
and non-violent crimes for profit," says Dr. 
Carmichael. Dr. George Napper, Atlanta's 
chief of police, argues that the lack of quality 
education and inadequate schools also influ
ence juvenile delinquency. "Schools in which 
the teachers have no real interest in the stu
dents, or, worse yet, are afraid of them, be
Corne breeding grounds for crimes such as 
drug abuse, assaults and theft." 

In the largest urban areas , yo uths turn to 
gang activi ty. According to the Chicago Po
lice, from 150 to li5 gangs with 4,000 to 8,000 
members terrorize the city's neighborhoods. 
Officials say that about .50 percent of these 
gangs are Black. :\lost gang members are in 
tlieir early teens, and some join as young as 
age eight to begin criminal acts which lead to 

shoplifting, burglary, armed robbery and even 
murder. 

In 1977, 1.8 million juvenile offenders were 
taken into custody in this country, and 80 to 
90 percent of these were Black youths says 
Chicago criminologist Dr. John Thornton, di
rector of the Residential Apprentice Program, 
a half-way house for 13 to 16-year-olds. Dr. 
Thornton says that Black youths are more 
likely to be channeled through the juvenile 
justice system rather than White youths be
cause the community fails to provide the 
necessary support to Black families. "Many 
White youths never go to court, but are in
stead channeled through various programs, or 
are released to their families after the inter
vention of religious leaders or school teachers," 
says Dr. Thornton. "But many Black youths 
needlessly end up in institutions when they 
only need counseling and guidance. 

"This loss of talent is devastating," says Dr. 
Thornton, who has also authored a book, Be
havior Modi fication: The Road To Genocide. 
"I work with these kids everyday and I have 
not seen any juvenile who did not have a great 
deal of talent. But they are arrested and 
labeled, and that label brings certain negative 
treatment and alienation that prevents them 
from integrating into society, and this ulti
mately leads to genocide. That talent is never 
tapped, never developed." 

In large urban areas, thousands of talented young 
Blucks are invOivecl in gang crimes. In Chicago, a 
Blackstone Rangers member is arrested by police. 

EBONY • August, 1979 



I 

J 
I 

\ 
I 

LOSS OF PROPERTY 

Property Crimes Cost Blacks Billions Annually 

1 ne nation1s poorest Blacks are 
m:)re likely to be victims of 
property crimes such as hur
; .. daries, ear thefts, vandalism 
a11d arson than ,tffiuent B l,.1<:ks. 

:\bo,·e. an apartment bui!din~ 
-;ct ,lfin.• hr ctrsonists burn.-; in 
.\fernphis. 111 191-1, .SL3 billion 
in property dam:l"-;e \.vas attrib
uted to ar:.(ln. Thousands uf .w
tornohiles are stnlen each year, 
man~· from unattended parking 
lots sudi as th is one at a 111id

d!e-das~ hnu:-.int! (\evelopment. 
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PROPERTY lost in burglaries, robberies, car thefts, vandalism and 
arson is one of the staggering consequences of Black on Black crime. 

Blacks accounted for nearly 31 percent of those arrested for property 
crimes in 1977 and a great percentage of these c,irnes were against 
other Blacks, according to Howard University . criminologist Dr. 
Gwynne Peirson. "Blacks tend to stay in their own communities to 
commit crime," he says. "It is safer there because Blacks are still 
reluctant to report crime and the police are less interested in investi
gating crimes in Black communities." 

Understandably, then , many Blacks avoid leavi ng their homes un
attended for fear that a neighbor might tip off a burglar. Elderly 
citizens lock themselves into their homes at dusk, but are still fearful 
of robberies despite the iron bars and massive locks on their doors and 
windows. And manv buildings are damaged by vandals who set fires 
to apartments, hurl bricks through windows and even steal plumbing 
and carpeting. 

"B lack people are affected inordinately by crime in their commu
nities," says Dr. Peirson. "Blacks live in depressed conditions. Their 
propertv is more valuable because they don't have much to begin with. 
They are not protected bv police and when property is stolen, it is not 
recovered. So Blacks are forced to play the game and get property in 
the manner they lose it-through illegal means. '' 

Dr. Peirson and other criminologists emphasize that Blacks bear a 
disproportionate share of the cost of crime to the nation. 

In 1976, 131 of every 1,000 Black households were burglarized as 
compared with 84 of every 1,000 White households; 14 of every 1,000 
Blacks were robbed as were six of every 1,000 Whites. Of the property 
losses from se rious crimes. arson took the highest toll in 1974. Arson is a 
violent crime that killed l.000 persons and injured 10,000 others in 1975. 
In 1974, there was an estimated loss of ~1.3 billion clue to arson, which 
was greater than that for many of the other major property crimes, 
such as robbery, which accounted for $142 million in property losses; 
burglary, Sl.l billion ; larceny, 3816 million, and auto theft. $841 million. 

There are no current national statistics telling exactly how many 
arsons are perpetrated in Black communities. However, if the arson 
rate in Chicago's Black neighborhoods is any indication, the percentage> 
is high .. -\.ccorcling to Bruce 'vlcElrath of the Chic.ago Police .·\rson and 
Bomb Section, there wt're 427 arsons in Chicago in the first three 
months of 1979-44 percent in Black neighborhoods. 

In an arson report compiled bv the National Institute of Law En
forcement and Criminal Justice and the Law Enforcement .·\ssistance 
Administration, vandalism w,is pinpointed ,is the motive for SO percent 
of the arsons committed by juveniles. ,1 group that constituted about 
60 percent of arson arrestees in 1974. The report states: ''\'andalism 
and malicious mischief are the common causes ascribed to fires set hv 
juveniles who seem to burn property merely to relieve boredom or as 
general protests against authority. 
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"This is it , Louie ... . Bring the Rent-A-Truck. 
The family next door just went on a picnic." 

" Then it's agreed. We postpone the bank robbery 
and go for the brother's TV set down the street. " 

v 
: 

.Z.,.'1_:;.<.":J,-,t~ ....... ..J."/-,c:: ~, 

" Ladies and gentlemen of the jury ' I ask you. is this the 
face of a man who would get violent over a bottle of wine?" 

"It's getting plenty of gas, but 
for some reason it won't move. " 
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Locks and chains are 
symbols of the Black 
community whether 
in affluent or poor 
neighborhoods and 
little children like 
the gir l in the ghetto 
window ( right ) will 
find blight like that 
shown below in parts 
of most urban areas. 

DESTRUCTION 
IN THE CITIES 
Crime Plays Big Role 
In Creating Urban Blight 

THE woman was talking to a newsstand deal
er on a South Side Chicago comer about 

her friend : "I can't blame her. They broke in 
her house. They took two of her cars off the 
sh·eet and so she just moved to the suburbs." 

She was talbng about Black on Black crime 
and how it is forcing worthy citizens out of 
Black neighborhoods, She could also have 
talked about how crime is causing Black 
businesses to close, factories to move out of 
town and even poor people to live . behind 
bolted doors . .'rnd she could have come to the 
conclusion that poverty, racism and Black on 
Black crime can destroy Black communities. 
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Crime had a lot to do 
with the razing of much 
of the Pruitt-I goe hous
ing project ( Build ing 
C-1.5 fa lls in the photo 
at top ) in St. Lon is. 
Crime and disrepair had 
more than halved the 
population of the proj 
ect known as the las t 
resort for the poores t of 
poor. A gutted b11ilcling 
in Harlem (right ) and 
a vandalized qas station 
and junk-filled vacant 
lot in Ch icago a'ttest to 
tJ1e des truc tion of cit ies . 

Continued on Pag e 53 



TheMorton 
"County Fair" 
Sweepstakes 

OFFICIAL RUlES 
1. To enter, you must either fill out an oHicial 

~~t:J [h~~o~~~ ~SWTJ~ xt~5i~t?:fR~·o-
gether wi th your name. address. zip code and 
grand prize category you wish to enter. ALSO. 
YOU MUST STATE YOUR CHOICE OF 
GRAND PRIZE CATEGORY ON THE OUT
SIDE OF THE ENVELOPE and mail to the 

~l(t~~~~~~Z~!'.~JNSeJ'J~t~1~~~ ~;rves 
the right to disqualify any entries that are noc 
ley;ible or are mutilated in the mail. or fa il to 
specify a grand prize category boch on the entry 
and the envelope. 1'vlechanical ly reproduced 
entries will not be accepted. 

2. NO PURCHASE REQUIRED. Encecas often 
as you wish for any of the grand prii.cs. but each 
en try must be mailed in a sepa rate en velope. All 
t'ntries must be postmarked on or before Sep
tember 30. 1979 and rl"Ceived no laicr than 
October 15. 1979. 1Vlorton is not responsi ble for 
any emry delayed or lost in the mail. 

3. Winne rs will be selected in random drawings 
from among a ll entries received by an independ· 
enc jud~1ng organiza1ion whose decisions a rc 
final. Drawin~s will be held on Oc1ober :30. 
1979. All 5.122 prizes will be awordcd. If suffi
cient en! ries fo r any grand prize cmegory nre not 
received. a ra ndom drawing from all ('nines wi ll 
be held to .iward thl'se prizes. The 5.000 serving 
1ray prizes with the Morton Girl Design wi ll be 
awarded from o drawing of all rcm;,unin~ 
cntril'S. Winners wilt be notified bv mail. The 
cxlds of winnin~ will be dc1crmint'd by the 
numbcrof cn1rics received by OctoOC'r 15. 1979. 
Only one prize to a fami ly or household. ,\II 
other en1ries from the same fam1ly or household 
wi ll bi.• disqualified. Prizes ore not 1ronsfer;:ible 
and there will be no subsrituti on or exchange of 
prizes . Liabili1y for m.,cs is the sole responsibil• 
i1y of winners. Prizes must be redecmcQ by 
Octobc, 30. 1980. 

4. The grand prize cntcgorics cons isl of: 
JEEP·• CHEROKEE "S", One I I1 2-doo, Jeep• 

Cherokee '"S" with a ir conditioning and other 
deluxe accessories. 

CA.SH: Six (6) cash prizes of 52,500 each. 

T~~at,~::Jl t~::r;-;:zyee\~ ~X:af~; :~;fi~e(ts, 
days, four (4) ni ghts, selected by Morton. in
clud ing air fa re, lodging and a S-400 food and 
enrertainmen r al lowance. 

MICROWAVE OVEN: Fift ee n ( 15) Panasonic~ 
"The Genius" t~ '.Vl icrowave ovens (Model 
NE7910 ). 

FREEZER & FOOD: Ten ( 10) G.E. & 21 .l cubic• 
fool upright freeze rs, wit h a S200 frozen food 
allowance (Model CA 21 DW). 

GAS GRILL: Ten ( 10) Charmglow -» deluxe out• 
doo r grills (Model 4000). 

QUILT:Twemy-five(25)handmade double bed
size quilts. 

HOOKED RUG: Twenty-five (25) hand;hooked 
4' x 6' ova l rugs in your choice of three colors. 

FOOD PROCESSOR: Twenty-five (25 ) 
Cui si nart ..!.l Food Processors (1\fbdel CFP9). 

In addition. five 1housa nd {5.000) Serving Tra~s 
wilh the Morton Girl Design will be awarded 
as prizes in a random drawi ng among non
winning grand prize entries. 

5. Employees of Morton Solt. i1s urfilin tcs. sub
sidia ries . .idvcrrisi ng .ind pron:io<ional ogcnci<'S. 
and any other suppher who is involved in the 
production or handlinj of sweepstakes milfe· 
rials and 1hcir rcspecttve famil ies are not eligible 
to participate. 

6. ThC' sweeps takes is open to residents of the 
United S1ates. including rC'sidenls of Florida. 
Sweeps1okes is void in Howard County Mary
land. ,Vli nnesorn. Ohio. Utah. and West Virginia 
ond where prohibi1ed or resmcrcd by law . 

7. Fora !isl of grand prize wi nners. send a ~epa
ra1e stamped. self-addressed en velope 10 Morion 
Winners· Lisi. P.O. Box 2272 . . \1aplr Plain. ~·1N 
55348 . .-\ winners' li st \Viii be fil ed wi1h rhe Sec· 
retarics of State of Florida. and New York. 
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A restaurant that catered to Blacks went out of business 
on Chicago's near South Side. Black businessmen are 
frequently the victims of high cri1ne rate in Black 
areas as the cost of opera ting continues to rise. 

Two abandoned plants on Chicago's South Side once 
provided work fo r Blacks in <:ity. Urban blight and 
crime have driven many small industries to suburbs. 
forcing Blacks to d rive extr.i miles to work daily. 

0-ver 
sG,500 in 

prizes 
A."\\.'arded i'Uonthly 

f 
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Draw "Lucky" 
Yo u may win one of five 

$1,170.00 Art Scholarships or 
any one of seventy-five $10.00 
cash prizes. 

Draw " Lucky" any size except 
like a trac ing . Use pencil. Every 
qualified entrant receives a free 
profess ional est ima te of his 
drawing. 

Sc holar shi p winners will 
receive Fundamentals of Art 
t aught by Art In str uc t ion 
Schools, one of America 's lead
ing home study art schoo1s. Our 
objective is to find prospective 
students who appear to be 
properl y motivated and have an 
appreciation and liking for art. 

Your entry w ill be judged in 
the month rec eived. P ri zes 
awarded for best drawings of 
various subjects received fro m 
qualified entrants age 14 and 
over. One $25 cash award for 
the best drawing from entrants 
age 12 and 13. No drawings can 
be returned . Our students and 
professional artists not eligible. 
Contest winners wi ll be notified. 
Send you r entry today. 

MAIL THIS COU PON TO ENTER CONTEST 

ART INSTRUCTION SCHOOLS 
Sludio 9G-4300 

500 Souch Four1h Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 554H 

Please enter my drawing in your 
monthly contest. <PLEASE PR1NT > 

Name _________ _ _ _ _ _ 

Occupation ________ Aqe __ _ 

Address _________ Aot. _ _ _ 

City _________ Slate ___ _ 

Co unty _ _ _ _____ Zlo ____ _ 

J Telephone Number _ _ _ ______ _ 
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Deplorable conditions in inner-ci ties force more and more Blacks with money to move to suburbs or to more 
r, p rotected and expensive housing on outskirt s of city. Cost of rehabilitation of property is staggering. 
i· 
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The tragedy of Gloria Williams fa mily began wi th the 
pre-Christmas slaying of her youngest son, ~l ichael 
Thomas, 1-1, (below) who wanted to be a priest. At 
hi.s funeral (ahove an<l right), the remain ing son, 
Joey (L) comforts his mother. Joey \1.:as next to die. 
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HARLEM TRAGEDY 

Death Almost 
Destroys Family 
After Michael, she 
tried to forget; 
then they shot Joey 

By Ron Harris 

ON :\ freezing nigh t in December 1973. 
Joey Thomas, 16. huddled wit[1 !:is weeping 

mother, Clo, ia. amidst the usual crowd of 
shoo t:ng nncl stnbbi:ig victims, overdose cas2s 
and m:scellaneoas injured g1t':ered in th~ 
en1ergency waiting room of New York C ity's 
Harlem Hospital. Behind facl ':' cl green. swi 1g
ing doors- clown a corridor and up a Aight of 
well-worn stairs-his 14- year-old brother. \1'.
chael, lay bleeding o; an operat TI'.,< t.1ble, f i : 
stomach ripped open by a .3'3-ca'.iber bullet 
put there by one of three youths i 1 an apart
ment at !-!7th Street and Sevent11 .\venue. 

Somber friends lined the walls of th :, sulle'.1 
gray roo m, occasionally stumbling over sleev
ing vagrants slouched on the Roor, whi le we ll
meaning relatives tried unsucces!:ifully to g.ve 
handfuls of Valiums to Joey's mother. 

'Tm gonna kick ~lichael's butt when he ge ts 
out of this hospital." Joey mumbled angri ly to 
his mother. "I'm going to se t him straight. I'm 
going to hip him to what's going on in these 
streets." Joev's mother nodded and lightly 
touched his hand. The words were oddly re-

Co ntinued on Next Pa ge 57 
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The night Joey was slain, :\(s. \Villiarns , director of community affairs fo r \ VCBS-TV, attended a dinner (left} for Secretary of the Army Clifford Alexander (c. ). Six clays later, she 
and husband Evrard \.Yilliams (c ., right) buried ber last son. "It was all so similar," she says. "Three people with a gu n, 14ith Street and Seventh Avenue, Harlem Hospital." 

HARLEM TRAGEDY Con/;nued 

assuring. But li ttle 'v[ichael never go t out of the hospital. He was buried 
six clays later. 

It was 2 a.m., Oct. 1, 1977, when Joey's mother returned to Harlem 
Hospital"s waiting room. Nothing had changed. The bums still were 
strewn across the floo r. bloody patients still anxiously awaited treatment 
and the same sad color hugged the hospital walls. This time Joey did 
not sit with he r. He was clown, the corridor-the same corridor down 
which hospi tal attendants had wheeled l\[ichael four years earlier. Joey 

!av bleeding on an operating table behind the swinging doo rs, his hand
some face shattered by a bulle t thro ugh his left eye-the handiwork of 
th ree thugs who had shot him an hour earlier on the corner of 147th 
Street and Seventh .-\venue.'Again, weeping relatives gathered to con
sole one another. 

"When that boy gets out of here, he"s gonna get it," said Evrard Wil
liams, Joev's stepfather and his mother's second husband. ·'[ told him 
abo ut go in g back into that neighborhood. I'm gonna set him straight." 
Gloria Thomas Williams did not respond this time. Joey was her oldest, 
and last, son. Surely, the streets of New York would not make claim 
twice , she thought. She sucked hard on a cigarette and prayed. Like 
~[ ichael. Joe y, 20, vo ted the most popular kid in his graduating high 
schoo l class , never left the hospital. 

For Gloria \ViJliams, Joey"s death was like a nightmare come back to 
haunt her. "It was all so similar ," she says in a ne,,r whisper. "three 
peop le, one with a gun, they all knew each other. 147th ,me! Seventh 
.-henue, Harlem Hospital." And tha t ominous phrase. ''\Vhen that boy 
gets out of here ... " 

In an area of Harlem where crime has cut like a jagged blade into 
the lives of its residents, \hs. Williams and he r familv have suffered 
more than most. The loss of two sons in a bizarre chain of events almost 
as ironic ,15 they are tragic has left her bitter and cynical, her family 
deep ly scarred.'Her only remaining child, \fiche lle, 21 , has grown cold 
and hardened from watching her brothers-one a year older 01 ml tlw 
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other a year younger-stripped from her sides. "I just don't have the 
compassion for things as I once did," she says. 

The boys' maternal grandmother suffered a paralyzing stroke shortly 
after Joey's dea th. "The last killing took too much out of her," says her 
husband. who wishes to remain anonymous for fea r of gang reprisals . 
"Joey was her heart. I don't think she"ll ever get over it." Their paternal 
grandmother died in Chicago the day after reh1rning from Joey's fune r
al. "The emotional shock of it was too much for her," says the boys' 
father. Joseph Thomas Sr. '·Joey's death killed her. There's no doubt 
abou t it." Joseph Sr., 47, has watched his res t,iurant business dwindle 
because he can't bear being there to attend to the necessary chores . 
"There's always something there that reminds me of Joey," he says. 

.-\.s Gloria surveys the losses. she sees an entire familv battered and 
torn . "The victim is not only the dead person. " she says. ·'It's the en tire 
fam ily, because more often than not, the whole family fa11s apart.'" 

The crumbling of her family began five clays before Christmas of 
1973. \-I ichael, a cheerful kid who wanted to be a priest, arrived home 
from school that afternoon and dutifully te lephoned his mo ther at 
WCBS-TV, where, as director of community affairs. she was getting 
some last-minute work done in the midst of seasona l office parties. ·' I 
was going to pick him and a couple of his friends up after work so we 
could get him a new coat for Christmas," she recalls. ~fichael had gone 
into his room to change clothes when George Harris, 18, stopped by. 
Beneath his coat, strapped ,,cross his chest was a lea ther shoulder hol
ster with a silver, pearl-handled pistol resting securely in its pouch . 

"What"s that for, .. asked \lichelle. ''I've got to get them before thc-v 
ge t me." Harris replied. The words made little sense to \lichelle, but 
she didn' t probe it anv further. \[ichael and Harris rode the building 
elevator up five floors to Apartment 17K. home of Caesar and Bennie 

• fa,tes. Their mother, described as a "good, h.ucl-working woman,'· and 
father. a mi nister, were not home. Harris i:iullecl out his gun and beg,111 
showing it to the curious trio. 

Details are rngue. but the facts are that a few moments later \[ichael 
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Wilh heads bowed, (from left! Ivan Johnson, Derek Ellis and Leroy (Chillyl \Vest are hooked for Joey's murder by homicide detectives (from left/ Jeddy Gates, Bob Jones 
and Joe Leake. Johnson was ' convicted of second-degree murder. \Vest and Ellis were acquitted. Ellis was later convicted of killing a man one month after Joey was shot. 

lay on the kitchen floor with a bullet in his stomach from the gun that 
George Harris had Bred. The panic stricken trio hoisted .\!ichael fro m 
the floor and half ca rried, ha lf dragged him out of the apartment and 
down the hall to the elevator where they left him. 

The day after Christmas, .\ lichael was buried. "It's strange," Gloria 
says. "He was the youngest, but his funeral was the fam ilv"s first." 
Harris was arrested, co nvicted of negligible homicide and sentenced 
to four years in prison. He was released in less than a year. ( Six months 
ago, in a shoo to ut which police say was the res ult of a drug-related 
kidnap attempt. Harris acciden tally shot and killed his younger brother, 
Robert, in fro nt of the same bui lding where .\.lichael was shot. ) 

With .\ lichael's death, the fa mily structure began to q uake. "Gloria 
wen t into comp le te shock," says her best friend and next door ne ighbo r 
of nine years, Rose Harris. il. ·'S he just sat, and sat and sat and sa t. 
The spirit just went out of her." 

"I had this 'I didn't care' attitude," attests Gloria. "I rea lly didn"t ca re 
about my job, but my bosses at CBS understood. For six months I was 
unable to put in a full day's work. You see, everything was built around 
my kids. _\,[y husband and I Wt'ren' t getting along we ll at a ll. so. I 
poured e,·erything into them. When .\.lichael was killed, I wen t off. In 
fact, the who le family went off. You see, I was always the nucleus, and 
when the nucleus wen t off cen ter, everything went haywire." • 

Joey and .\•lichelle took it especially hard. "At firs t it felt like I was 
go ing crazy," .\liche lle recalls . ".\ly grades fell off in schoo l. I didn't 
care about anyt hing." Emotionally weakened, Gloria fe ll prey to the 
"s harks ." ".-\fter .\lichael's death, my house was alwavs filled with peo
ple offering condolences," she recalls. "Then I started noticing tha t 
th ings were missing. They were stealing from us like crazy." There was 
hate mai l. Business associates anxio us to move up the corporate ladder 
began spreading malicious rumors that she was drinking too much , that 
she stayed in bars fl ll night. "When that all hit, it was bli nding," she 
says. "v\lben I fin all y came out of it, it was like coming through ,, da rk 
tu nnel into the light." 

EBONY • Augusr. 1979 

A murder contract has been placed on the head of Bobby JorneT because of his 
test imony at J1)ey's murder trial. "Damn a c:nntrac- t." says Joyner, 2.7. ··r\·e had 
three or four put on me before. Joey would have done the same thing for me.'' 

Continu ed on Next Page 59 
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Where Joey was killed {marked by "X") is across the street from 
,....-here ~fichael was slain four years earlier. The year of Joey·s 
death, 18 people we re killed on a corner just one block .iway. 

HARLEM TRAGEDY Continued 

She made it throug h primarily with the help 
of Homicide Det. Evrard Williams who was 
assigned to investigate \lichael's death. ".-\s I 
talked to her about the case, I could see these 
niltures all over the place trying to pick her 
apart:· says Williams, .36. "We talked a lot. first 
about the case, then crime, life, polihcs-you 
name it and we talked about it." Thev becanw 
friends, then fell in love. Thev were n~anied on 
Valentine·s clay, 1976, and m~vecl to Riverdale. 
Gloria Williams was finally getting her lift. 
h,1ck in order; a new husband. ,1 new home. a 
new sense of being. Then Joey was killed . 

W HEt\ Gloria _and her fam il y first moved in
to Esplanade Gardens in 1967, it "·a.s a 

step up, "the whole middle-class sy~drome ur 
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moving into a nice neighborhood ," she says. 
And Esplanade was nice. It still is-fashionable 
high-rise apartments. two swimming pools, 
plav area for children and lots of hard-working 
fa milies . But in the years shortly before Gloria 
and her two remaining children moved out, 
the surrounding arell had deteriorated so bad
li· that Esplanaclt' had become an island of 
"safety" in ,1 sea of murder, robbery, narcotic!) 
traffic and ,·icious street gangs. 

The apartments stand near the heart of the 
32nd Precinct, New York's most wicked zone. 
It is a sqw,re mile of urb,u1 bad land that law 
E>nfo rcenwnt officials have dubbed '-Dodge 
Cih·.·· _\nd rightly so. In tlie last fi ve years. 430 
men. women aud children have been sho t, 
stabbed. beaten, bludgeoned or otherwise bat
tered to death there. Last year, 69 people were 

Michelle, sister of slain youths, was hospitalized twice 
for emotional strain resu lting from their deaths. ··it 
felt like l was going crazy," .\- fichelle, 2.1, now says. 

Rose Ha:ris had the task of twice telling \f.s . \ Villiams 
that her sons h~td been shot. ··cloria was iust getting 
over :'-.(i<.:hael when Joey was killed," neighbor says. 

. 
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killed in the commu11itv of 110,000, and so fo r 
this vear. :38 people have been murdered at a 
startling rate of one everv four clays. 

It was in 1977-when an orgy of street ,·io
lcncc between gangs and young pushers so 
frightened residents that a backfiring truck 
would send them clucking for cover-th,1t the 
32nd gained its infamous reputation. During 
that period there were ,SO shootings ,incl 18 
murders on one street corner-1-!ith Street and 
Eighth .\venue. It was that same yea r that Joev 
Thomas was killed. 

On Friclav, Sept . . 30. Joey cashed his pa) .. • 
check from Burger King earlier in the d,w. fin
ished working his second job as a porter at his 
fatlier's restaurant and had dinner with friends 
at a small restaurnnt on \Ves t 145th Sh·eet. 
Everybody who knew Joey liked him. He was 
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NATIO NAL TAX TRAI NIN G SCH OO L 
Monsey, 91 HK N. 'f. 10952 

Help your church 
select their choir robes 

and Save Money 

fro~y(i}(iJ{,ctKJ 
•. ~ L S~d for a Freo? Catalogue 
:'. ~ - : of the la!est in Choir Robes 

NO EXTRAS - WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU 
GET! Free Delivery - Free Ca1alogu e. M ake your 
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lranslerreo. Jss,g nP.l'.I r~procluc!cl. !axeo. licensed. 
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good or.ry Ill US A Cas i'! value 001e Only re
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!O The Quaker Oars Comoany. P 0. Sox .l106. Oa~ 
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Coupon Expires April 30, 1980 

Good only o n 24 oz . or !48 oz.. s izes. 15~ 

I 

:IS IT GOOD TO YA? 
If your CURL 

h11i rs tyle, WET LOOK ~ 
o, SOOY WAVE looks F ~,·,· _ 

siood to you, kHp II _ ~ . 

!hat way wl01 

KURL KEEPER 
REACTIVATOR AND MOISTURIZER LOTION 

for maintaining the 

CURL ha irstyle 

WET LOOK 

SOOY WAVE 

- GUAU NTEED -

aafe for men. women and children 

GLYCERIN IN A JAR ~ 
• Gives you the goodness of the glycerin 

spray in a hair and scalp soltener and 
conditioner. 
Lasts longer taan tae spray. 

• May be used on all types of hair so that 
the enti re family may use it. Safe for per
manents. 

$OLD AT ALL !SJ.ABU\ ANO BEAUTY 
SHOPS A.NO RETAIL STORES 

OR ORDER DIRECT 

---------------------------- -
□ ,4 c%. Glye•rln In a Ju 12.50 
O 8 oz. Ku rl KHp-tf S3 .7S 

S.nd to: U. W. PRODUCTS COM'Jl'AHY 
.53J4 Pru<Mnc• o ,., Ho41•lon, Taxu n0,4s ~ 
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HARLEM TRAGEDY Cont inued 

the exception to the popular belief that all kids in Harlem wind 
up in jai l. .\ basketball and football star, spotless record, sunny 
personal itv. fine famil y; Joey h,1d plans to stud y ve terinary medi
c ine at Cornel l Universitv. 

"Wasn 't nobody li ke Joey," savs Bobby Joyner. whose onlv other 
friend, Darre l Welbon. 17, was gunned clown by six ski-masked 
men 'iew Years d,w last ye,n along with a 12-year-old vouth 
on the orders of a 31-year-old man who wanted \Velbon's 1-5-
year-old girlfri end . ·'He wasn"t like me, strong on the streets. He 
couldn't kill people like me, but he was strong in another way." 

.\fte.r dinner, Joev walked briskly uptown and met Shari Carter, 
14. at ·the corner of 147th Stree t and Seventh _-\ve nue in front of 
a grocery store owned by a woman he fondly called ·'\ la Rose." 
They were quietly chatting when around the corner rolled a trio 
of friend!)' faces. 

One was that of Iv,111 Johnson. Johnson headed a sti ck-up crew 
that for months had terrorized the community. extorting money 
from drug peddlers, numbers runners, after-hours club operators 
and merchan ts. For the past four clavs. he and his crew had t·m
barked on a shooting sp ree, sparked bv the death of his cohort. 
\l ichael ( Dondi ) Houze, 19. killed when he and Johnson had 
attempted to hold up a loc,1! drug dealer. Johnson and six mem
bers of his crew had drunk Dondi's blood the night of the shoo ting 
and sworn to avenge his death. 

Joey knew Joh nson well. In fact, after hearing on the streets 
that a con tract had been placed on Johnson·s life. Joev remarked 
to his mother one night. ·•r hope thev don 't get my man Ivan.·• 
Joev had seen the three earlier that night in \la Rose's grocery. 
where they had slapped hands and kidded. This time there we re 
no warm gree tings. 

"Do you have an~- bank·>" they shouted at him. the code wo rd 
fo r money. Joev stared back in disbelief. "If it had been anyone 
else, 1oey would have handed over the money." his mother m,1in
tains. "_'oe y made it a point to stay- out of fights. But these were 
guys that he knew." 

This was one fight Joev could no t avo id. ·'Get out of here," one 
of the men screamed a t Shari. "Joey's go ing to die." One of the 
men hi t Joey and he went clown. Then, one of them coolly stepped 
fo rward and fired a bullet into Joey's left eye. \1a Rose heard the 
shot, spotted a body on the street and ca.llecl the po lice. "I couldn' t 
be lieve it was Joey," she says. "Not Joey. He was such a good kid." 
\ la Rose's weekend of grief had just started. One day later. her 
18-year-old daughter was pushed to her death out of the window 
of a Harlem apartment. 

As word of Joey's death swep t through the community, friends 
were shocked-and enraged. The clay after the slaying, someone 
caught up with Derek Ellis. 18, ,1 member of Johnson's gang be
lieved to ha ve been involved in the shooting, and pumped three 
sub-macbine gun slugs into him while his mother looked on. Joe;' 
knew Ellis well. Ellis and Johnson had taken his sister out on her 
16th birthday. Ellis survived this shooting. 

As sorrow had encompassed Gloria after \.lichael's death, rage 
raced through her ve ins fo llowing Joey's shooting. '"It was differ
ent this time, " she says. "I was de termined that I was n"t go ing to 
let these punks get away with kill ing Joey." Finding wih1esses to a 
shooting in Harlem is always d ifficult, and Joey's was no excep-

Esplanade Gardens , where .\lichael w,,s killed, is in 
the .32n<l Precinct, the "murder C<\pital" of ~<ew York 
where -430 people were ki!\ecl in the past five years. 

'; • · .,.:·:_:·ir _; .,,,. ~- .. 
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tion. But with Gloria, her husband, and CBS appl :,ring pressure 
in the right places. and with the aid of Joev·s comracles-BoblJ\· 
Jovner and .\le,ancler Cook-Johnson. Ellis· and Leroy ( Chilli· i 
\ Vest were brought to trial. 

The key \vitness in th e case \\"OS Shari Carter. Then came Joyner 
and Coo k. _-\.s the case began to form. threats against the witnesses 
spread through the street. Shari Carter and her family had to be 
mowd into another community for safety. Contracts were placed 
on the lives of Joyner and Cook. "Joey was special. and I testified 
because I know he wo uld ha ve clone it for me." savs Joyner. "To 
hell with a contract." 

Gloria"s husband, howe,·er, remains wary. "Bobbv and .-\.l exan
cler put their li ves on the line fo r mv family," Evrarcl savs. ''That 
means ,1 helium lot. If anv thing happened to them, I'd ha,·e to do 
something about it." By putting the witnesses on the stand. :v[an
hattan Ass t. Dis trict Attv. John Fried was asking them to break a 
street code of sil ence. "These witnesses did a ,·erv courageous 
thing," Fried savs. "There was a lot of pressure on them from 
their pee rs. I was impressed ." 

Gloria made regular court appearances during the trial to offer 
support to the witnesses . "She was there every cla:,r."' Fried savs. 
"She was trying to be a good soldier. but yo u cou ld see it was a 
drain. She was rel ivi ng ,1 part of her life she had tried to forge t." 

Even with witnesses, vigo rous prosecution and community sup• 
port, on lv Johnson was convicted of Joey's shooting. Ellis, how
ever, was convicted of another killing and sentenced to the max
imum of 25 ye,irs to life imprisonment. \ Ves t is in j,1il awaiting 
trial on a number of robbery charges. Johnson was sentenced to 
15 years to life in prison for Joey's murder. 

The h·ials are all over now. but the pa inful memories are fresh 
in the minds of Gloria Williams and her family . 

'· I described mvse lf as a humanist before,"' Gloria says sacllv. 
"Now, I'm an individualist. I have regrets . I regret that I p,1ssecl 
on ce rtain values to mr children, •:alues tha t at the time I thought 
were good. \Yhen Joev turned 13. Bobby offe red him a gun as ,1 
birthday present. bu t Joev h1rnecl it clown. That's the way he was 
raised. :\'ow, I wis h he had had a gun that night. By te,1ching mv 
kids those values [ almos t feel I may have made them Yictims. 

Perhaps the best indicator of how deep lv the deaths of \[ichael 
and Joe:,; sto le into the lives of Gloria and her family is a p ich1re 
that sits ,,t the heclsicl e of \ fich elle. It is a p icture of Joey- in his 
funeral casket. ·' I look at that picture e,·erv clay,"' savs \ liche lle, 
who. because of her brothers · earlv deaths, feared that she wou ld 
not live to the age of 21. ·'[t"s ther~ because I wan t to think about 
it. I want to think about it every clay."' 

With the aid of her husband, EHard \Vi lliams, Gloria 
struggles to overcome the death of her two sons. ··ylJu 
keep g:oing," she says. "You h.ixe to keep Sg-htin '-! ... 
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RACISM AND OPPRESSION: 
Still The Bottom Line On Community Violence 

• • . ~➔. ·1 
!01 • 
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The scenes above bear a haunting simila rity, though they occurred more than three decades apart. Swain.sboro, Ga., Klansmen ( left ) burn ~1. cross in fro nt of Ernanuel County 
Courthouse in 19-!S. In Y. iay, about lOO Klansmen burned a memorial cross in Decatur, . ..\la., after two K:.KK mem9ers were shot at in a,1 e:.u iier confrontation with Bhu.:ks. 

DESPITE the progress of the 1960s, despite the complex network of 
laws designed to allevia te i;1justices in the areas of employment, hous

in,', health care and ,·oting rights, and. with them, the almost desperate 
desire on the part of Whites to wash their hands of the legacy of slavery 
( "\\'hv shOLtld I be responsible for the acts of my forebears?"), racism 
and oppression continue to define the existence of millions of Blacks in 
.-\meric~1. 

Indeed , they are ali ve and well and living in c\.merica today as they 
were :200 ye,1rs ,1go. Only thei r forms have changed. Gran ted, the ob
streperous behavior of a minority of militant \.Vhites in groups like the 
:Ku Klux Klan and Frank CoUin's neo-Nazis still invokes images of the 
deep South during the first half of the century. Racism and oppression 
in A.merica toclay,-however, are less vocal but still vigorous. The effect 
works its cancer in ways that cmsh the spirit of Black vo ungs ters. by 
im buing some Black people with a sense of self-hatred, of predeter
mined failurt' and powerlessness. It dictates substandard housing, poor 
health care, an embarrassingly high unemployment rate, inadequate 

police protection, and a justice SYs tern " ·hich is weighted he,wily 
against th e poor. 

:\.ncl Black people are angry. Their anger. internali zed and long sim
mering, finds its outlet in aggress ion ag,1inst other Blacks-in criminal 
activity in the community and in Ltnbridled attacks upon the 11e,1rest 
person-often a familv member or friend. \Yrote Dr. :\.lvin Poussaint, 
author ·of \Vl,y Blacks Kill Blacks, in an EBo"y magazine article: ··it 
is as if, in a sheer mood of desperation. Bbcks seek to become a p,nt of 
the \Vhite mainstream and obtain so-called inanhood bv turning to 
physical brutality and pettv crimes agciinst one another. Violence can 
be a potent drug fo r the oppressed person. Reacting to the futi litv of 
his life, the individual derives ,1n ultimate sense of power when he holds 
the fate of another human being in his hands." 

Dr. George Napper. Atlanta's- Chief of Police. agrees . "The kinds of 
frnstrations that result fro m being u11,1ble to find a job will find an 011tlet 
in aggression against one's wife or husband or other loved ,me. It's a 
verv important thing to look at, in terms of material goods being stand-

.., 
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Nazi hate gro ups-like thi;:; one 
whi<..:h picketed Dr. \ fartin Lu
ther Kini.!; Jr ."s visit to the \Vhite 
Honse i; 196,'5- han· ;;-ni1>yed 
incre,1.~ed activity ,1.nd in1.·reas
i11 •; ra11ks in recent years . Like 
their 1,:01 mterparts. the Ktt Klux 
.f.:.hm, they are the embodiment 
of racist ,entiment and oppres
sion tc)warcl Blacks. J e,\·s. C.1th
ol ics ;:i.nd all otht'r minoriti ~::. . 

Continu ed on Next Page 69 
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RACISM AND OPPRESSION Continued 

arcls by w hich peop le measure themselves. measure th eir existence 
and their sense of being. To the exten t that on" is no t abl" tu have 
those kinds of things , there is a great amount of frustration, and 
often it is taken ou t on the people yo u love most." 

\Vhen legitimate roads to persona] achievement and material 
rewards are b locked or narrowed, whether bi' poor educatinn, the 
unavailability of all but the most menial jobs, or other obstac les 
on the path of upward mobility, Blacks, li ke other ethnic under
c-lasses, often resort to illegal means, be it prost itution. fencing 
sto len goods, or drng trafficking. But. unli ke the experience of 
111ost e thnic imm igrants who have moved up\vard in .-\ merican 
society, Blacks have remai ned locked on the bottom. generation 
after generation. 

In his book, Dark Ghetto, Dr. Kenneth B. Clark writes, "The 
problem of controlling crime in the ghetto is primarily one of 
changing the condi tions which tend to breed widesp read ,·iolence 
ra ther than one of reforming the indiv idual criminal. An apt 
analogy here may be to compare ghetto pathology to an epidemic. 
To prevent epidemics. necessary public hea lth and sanitation 
measures are taken; one does not at tempt to contro l the epidemic 
through the impossible task of trying to cure individuals . Yet the 
tendency has been, in terms of ghetto crimes, to concentrate on 
imprisonment of individuals rathe r than to seek to destrov the 
community roots of crime itself . ..\.nd behind and beneath all 
of th e crimes in the ghetto is the specter of unemploymen t, broken 
famil ies, and poor education. The rise in venereal d ise,tse and 
illegitimacy has its source in large measure in the despair of the 
ghetto's young people, who seek gratifica tion wherever they can 
find it as escape from the h,trsh realities of the many fo rms of 
racial rejection." 

Clearly, then, incidents of crime and violence cannot be who lly 
dismissed as isolated examples of inherent criminal tendencies. 
Rather, institutional racism, coupled with years of oppression, can 
be summoned to trace the causes of Black on Black crime. 

Despite !he upward mobi li1y of nn.1.ny Blac:ks. a li.lrge 
percentage, like the workers above. are confined 
to low-payin!!. menial and often dirty· johs 
with li ttle hope of ad\'ancement. These jobs pro
vide only mar,t('inal subsistenc:e for poor fam ilies. 1 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

The Majority Of First Offenders Are Out Of Work 

MOSES Williams, 20. spends most of his afternoons these days on 
street corners in Los Ange les' Watts section with several of his 

buddies, who, like himself, have neither steady employment nor much 
hope for any. ''Look," he tells a visitor, "I've had a couple of jobs, but 
they didn't last long. I stood in line once for a job [at a fast food res
taurant ]. They said they had 20 jobs to Rll. There must have been 200 
people waiting to apply for those 20 jobs, I applied, but I didn't get 
hired, and neither did any of my friends." 

Wi lliams, a high school dropout with no skills, learned before leaving 
school that he could get by almost as well , and sometimes better, by 
hustling in the streets than by working a job tha t pays minimum 
wage. Thievery and "boosting" have become more than a means to 
survi ve. For \.Yilliams, it has become an art and a way to alleviate bore
dom. _-\ncl he admits he's good at it, having been canght only twice in his 
eight-year criminal career. 

the man in Atlanta who were fo rced to steal the necessities that the 
middle classes take for granted, the vast majority of Black youth be
tween the ages of 16 and 24 now have no hope of Rnding and keeping a 
job. And the vicious cycle of poverty, unemployment and crime does 
not only affect the vast underclass of chronically unemployed. It exacts 
its toll on every man, woman and child in America. 

Dr. Alex Swann, a criminologist and chairman of the sociology de
partment at Texas Southern University, calls the crimes of robbery, 
mugging, burglary and thievery "survival crin1es" and esti1nates that 
48 percent of all unemployed Black yo uths will commit them. They are, 
he says, the activities of a class of people who h,we been left out, or 
failed, by the prevailing economic system, a system that currently 
holds about 45 percent of Black yo uth out of jobs. 

"I don't think there's any question that unemployment leads to crime, 
and the impact of tha t situation plays heavily on Black youth, who are 

To !he unschooled observe r, idle jobless who wile their time on street corners appear to be disinterested in .seeking work. The photo at right belies this widely held belief. as 
thousands of job hopefuls swanned the Cadillac plant in Detroit three years ago after rumors- that were false- had spread that the plant would be seeking applicants. 

In _-\tlanta last year, a man without a job found Christmas fast ap
proaching and with the prospect of no money to buv presents for bis 
ch ildren. He prepared to burglarize ,rn apartment inhabited by two 
women . . -\fter be ga ined access. he was surprised to find the r~sidents 
at home. He sho t and killed both of them. 

Statistics reported by the Christian Science \fonitor in \larch, 197,S, 
showed that during the marked increase in unemployment during the 
recession in 1974 and 197,5, the majority of first-time offenders were 
unemp loyed. Even today. priso n and jail officials report that the m.ijor
ity of inmates- as m,my as SO percent-had no jobs at the time of their 
offense. 

In Syracuse, >I. Y., and se,-eral other cities last year. a federallv 
fund ed jobs program phlced subst.rntial numbers of disadvantaged 
vo uths in jobs, and autho riti es noted a corresponding decrease in cri me. 

Because of limited studies designed to measure the exact correla
tion be tween unemplo~·ment and crime, the experts agree that lack 
of gainful employment has a direct bearing on the rising criminal ity 
in the Black community as well as others. Dr. \!: Harvey Brenner, 
an economist at Johns Hopkins Un iversity, fo und that fo r every l 
percent increa.se in the national unemploy111ent rate1 property crimes 
rise an average of 6 percent, while homicides increase ,1s much as 
-! percent. Dr. Brenner called these figures "extreme underestimates" 
and are based on crimes reported in country as a whole. Further, he 
notes , the reverse is true-th,1t when unemployment goes down, so, too, 
does the crime rate. 

Studies by the taw Enforcement .-\ssistance Administration show 
that the most likely victim of a crime is not White and middle-class but 
a Bbck, young, poor and uneducated male. Like \loses Wil liams and 
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disproportionately involved in those types of crimes ," says Dr. George 
Napper, chief of police in Atlanta. \foreover, many of the unemployed 
poor who have families to support may find temporary relief in crim
inal activity. <,The cos t of living goes sky high in the Black comm.unity. 
Pilferage and shoplifting have an impact on what you pav for," Dr. 
Napper says. And those high costs affect the Black community dispro
portionately. In a report by economist _-\rthur Brimmer, crime cost the 
Black community alone 813.29 billion in 1974. 

Not onl r dot•s unemployment often lead to crime, crime leads to 
unemployment. When businesses move out of the inner city, jobs leave 
with them-jobs th,lt could be fill ed by the hard-core unemployed in 
areas where employment is needed most. \.Yhen ,1 person is convicted 
of a crime, his chances of finding work upon release from jail are more 
difficult than fo r another who has a clean record .. -\nd when chro nic 
unemployment becomes a way of life, manv Rnd that crime does, 
indeed, pay- often more than minimum-wage, dead-e nd jobs. Crime 
becomes preferab le to employment, Dr. Napper notes . 

The burden of paying for unemployment-related crime rests with 
.-\merican taxpa y-ers who bear the costs of public assistance. social 
work, police services, jails, public defenders. court costs and jobs 
programs. S,1vs Dean Robert L. Green of the College of Urb,, n DE'
velopment at .\ lichigan State Universi ty, in his book, The Urban Chal
lenge: "Putting and keeping- people in jail is expens ive, just as putting 
and keeping people out of wo rk is expensive. The most economical way 
to handle crime is to offer foll participation in socie ty to ,ill strata of 
peopk. lt is cheaper to return people to the community with proper 
support than to keep them unemployed and living in one of the most 
expensi,·c hostelries on earth, prison:" 
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HARD DRUGS 

Addicts Are Responsible For Much Of All Criminal Activity 

OLLIE sits, his chin resting on his cupped hand, in a pose resembling 
that of . .\uguste Rodin's celebrated sculpture, The Thinker. But, 

unlike that sp lendid art work, Ollie's stooped frame, furrowed brow 
and desolate eyes depict the ravages of street life. 

Ollie's demeanor is calm, but, as he reflects on 40 years of a crippling 
addiction to heroin. his expression turns morose. Like thousands of 
other addicts, Ollie discloses tales in which crime is usually connected 
to survi,·al. They are tales of murder, muggings, purse snatchings, drug 
dealing. prostitution, theft and other crimes by Black addicts primarily 
against Black victims to support costly $100 to $300-a-day habits. 

·'] started shooting up when I was in high school and supported my 
habit by gambling," says Ollie. 'Tm a professional musician and I also 
made some money playing gigs . I've never been much of a thief, but 
when my habit became more expensive, I resorted to professional 
stickups.·· 

It is estimated that heroin users commit about 19 percent of all prop
erty crime in the U.S., according to the Drug Enforcement Administra
tion. Thev commit abo ut 100,000 robberies, larcenies or auto thefts each 
dav, plus· an undetermined amount of crime involving bad checks and 
credit cards. This costs ·society about $10 million per day. Additional 
costs are generated bv some 111,221 addicts ( out of a total of 450,000) 
who participate in federal treatment programs. Blacks comprise 48 
percent of that total. 

A large percenta,e of 
crime in Black commu
nities is caused by ad
dicts seeking ways to 
support their costly 
habits. .-\ t left. Oliver 
Toomer. 53 . reflects on 
his 40 years o[ addiction 
to heroin. _-1,.bove. a 

model poses as an ad
dict stealing a televi
sion. At right, :\fatthew 
\Vright , director of 
Chicago's Safari House , 
holcb rap .ses.':iion with 
forme r addicts Toomer 
( c. ) and Oll ie Smith. 
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Addicts who are unable to support their habits by jobs, public 
assistance, friends or family, resort to crime. Their primary victims 
are those in closest proximity- family members and neighbors. "Blacks 
are readily available to have crimes committed against them," says a 
38-year-old addict now in treatment at Chicago's Safari House drng 
abuse center. '·I t was easier for me to rip them off than to go into a 
White community where I would be too obvious. Locks never stopped 
me because there are all kinds of ways to get aro und them-like lock 
cutters for instance. Sure. I got busted but I always got out of jail. 
When I returned to the streets, I'm sure neighbors saw me taking stuff 
out of someone's house. Sometimes they'd call the police, but most 
times they'd just say, 'Well, hell , it didn't happen to me, so forget it.' " 

The sto len goods addicts barter for hard drngs include television 
sets, electrical appliances, cameras, jewelry, clothes, go lf clubs, etc. 
according to Dr. Beny J. Primm, executive director of the Addiction 
Research Treatment Corporation ( ARTC) in New York City. Dr. 
Primm, who directs six clinics and one ski lled treatment center and has 
been in the business for 15 years, explains that in the complex street 
economy, the addict either sells the items directly to "customers," or 
seUs them to a fence who pavs him between 25 and .J.O percent of the 
value. The fence is part of a drug network which involves some ten 
gradations from the farmer in \ lexico or Southeas t .-\sia who cultivates 
the opium poppy crop, to the street dealer in Harlem or Detroit. 



Presently there appears to be an opening for the position of top dog 
in the drug world. "'After the demise of the French connection in 1972, 
Organized Crime had pretty much gotten out of the business because 
they couldn't control \lexican heroin like they did in France," says 
Richard Bly of the Drug Enforcement Administration. "No one power• 
ful organization has a stranglehold on drug traffic right now. There are 
for the most part, a bunch of small-timers who can scrape together 
enough money for a plane trip and a courier. But there are indications 
that Organized Crime is once again starting to send out feelers to 
Southeast Asia where heroin is very cheap." 

Blacks at the top are negligible because they lack the required 
contacts and resources. One major Black drug trafficker, New York's 
Leroy ( Nicky) Barnes did manage to break those barri~rs and gained 
international notoriety by leading an organization which yielded about 
$200 million a year from heroin and cocaine. The joy ride screeched to 
a halt recently when Barnes was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

In a study on crime and drugs conducted in five inner cities using a 
population of 1,000 with Blacks comprising about 80 percen t, Conrad 
:vlauge of ARTC describes the heterogenous addict population by 
dividing it into three groups. It includes: a) the non-criminal addict 
who has never been arrested ( 17 percent), b) the criminal addict who 
had been arrested after the onset of addiction ( 28 percent) and c) the 
addict-criminal who had been arrested prior to addiction ( 55 percent). 
"Violent fe lonies dominated in the later category with assault, robbery 
and weapons possession the greatest, followed by thefts and property 
felon ies," \1auge says . 

These cities wage a continuous battle to halt drug-related crimes. 
In Detroit, for example, an average of five to seven drug raids are 
conducted daily, according to inspector William Dwyer of the Detroit 
Police Department. "Last year we had in excess cif 1,400 raids and 

arrested over .5,000 persons," he says. "Out of that number, 3,800 were 
charged on felony warrants." 

However, drugs continue to flow into Black communities and crime 
is rampant. \latthew \ Vright. director of the Safari House drug abuse 
center in Chicago, views the problem as a blight caused by society's 
ills. "We perpetuate crime in this system," he says. "Until such time as 
there is a camaraderie between all supportive agencies like the judicial, 
welfare and community-based organizations, we will be plagued with 
this problem. If we attack the problem that contributes to drug abuse, 
we _can then eliminate the effects-crime." 

Illegal Means Of Support During Period Of Addiction 

Primary Illegal 
Means of Support N =472 Percent 

Stealing 268 36.1 
Armed Robbery 40 5.4 
Burglary 50 6.7 
Forgery 25 3.4 
Dealing 247 33.3 
Prostitution 54 7.3 
Pimping 6 0.8 

Gambling 
Gambling ("Policy" or "Numbers") 31 4.2 
Gambling (Cards, horses, dice, etc.) 21 2.8 

Taken from "An Exploration Of Possible Sub-groups Indigenous To Heroin Addicts" 
by Conrad E. Mauge. 

Drug addicts abound in most 
urban settings including 
117th and Frederick Doug
lass Blvd. in E-Ltrlem, where 
police often conduct drug 
sweeps ( above) .. ..\t left , are 
Dr. Benv Prim m ( r.), di
rector of , :\"ew York'5 :\dclic
tion Treatment Research 
Corporation . ..i.ncl his associ
ate, Conrad E . .\fauge. 
International drug trafficker 
Leroy (~ick~·) Barnes (right) 
stands before courthouse 
where he received life .sen
ten c e. Hi s organi2:H i on 
gro,i,:i:ed 5200 million yearly. 
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URBANIZATION AND FAMILY BREAKDOWN 

Most Agree On A Correlation Between City Life, Crime 

THERE is a debate going on among criminal justice experts. They 
are trying to fi nd to what degree urbanization and its concomitant 

problems of crowded housing, family breakdowns and urban anonym
ity are responsible for the nation's high crime rates. :\'lost Black pro
fessionals take the conelation be tween urbanization and crime to be 
self-evident. All one must do. they say, is look at the South of 50 or 60 
years ago-a time when most Black people still lived off the land, and 
with the assistance of their extended families tried to eke out an exis
tence that, for all its troubles, was comparatively free of crime. 

One g lance at the staggeling clime rates of many poor, Black, urban 
co mmunities is surBcient evidence that something went wrong. And 
one of the things that went wrong, some Black experts sav, was the 
11rbcmi;:;atio11 of the many Bh1ck people who, after the two major wars 
of this century, headed to large, mostly Northern cities in search of a 
Promised Land. Instead, they found crowded housing, communities 
devo id of family or friends, welfare lines, Northern racism and daily 
stress . \ !any psychologists say that any combination of these insidious 
conditions can turn a susceptible person to a life of crime. 

Billy W. Pugh, president of the Black Probation Officers Association 
of Los Angeles County, maintains that urbanization crea ted a climate 
fo r crime by breaking up the extended families that were a prime source 
of financial and psychological support for Blacks in the rura l South. 
"Since World War II, the Black extended family has been disinte
grated." argues Pugh, who works with juvenile delinquents and their 
families. ·'Before Blacks moved from the South, they used to rely on 
the extended family very heavily. If a man had to go to another state 
temporaril y for employment, he could leave his children in the care of 
relatives who m,1ybe lived on a fam1. .-\.nd if anyone ever ran into finan
cial difficulties. there we re generally p len ty of cousins, aunts and uncles 
who could help out." 

>lot so in the "Promised Land," where the Black migran t from the 
South often found no job nor any relative to lend a helping hand. The 
result. says Pugh, was welfare- tha t two-faced instih1tion that, on the 
one hand, deters crime by offering money for the necessities of life, and, 
on the other hand, foste rs crime by remo ving the incentive and drive 
that make a person feel complete. Welfare, which because of its short
comings and its contradictions is one of the n,ttion's most abiding urban 
problems, sometimes has a way of creating a cycle of crime by depriv
ing Black voungsters of positive role models, says Pugh. '"Welfare made 
manv Black people ·agency-dependen t,' and , in some cases. took away 
the individual's need to be resourceful. He didn't even have to seek out 
fa milv members fo r help. Then the children .. . . would have no model 
to look Ltp to, no one to see . . . doing constructive things. :\.nd so, the 
kids might turn to stree t-leve l acti vities tha t might land them in jail." 

One doesn 't have to be a country bumpkin to walk into a congested , 
Black urban neighborhood and be overwhelmed by the multip licity of 
pool ha lls, sto refron t social clubs and community organizations loca ted 
there , not to mention the scMtered cliques hangin[; out near the bars 
and playgrounds. Some experts say that th is diversity can contlibute to 
crime-not necessarily by confusing the residen ts. bu t by making it cliffi
cult fo r famil ies ( and other "legitimate" social groupings) to "control" 
the behavior of their members. "In ,rn urban environment, the social 
control factors tend to be less effec ti ve .. . because of the di verse life
styles," says Lloyd Sealy, a professor and chairman of the Department 
of Law, Police Science and Criminal Justice .-\.dministration at John Jay 
College in New York City. "In this kind of se tting, it is difficult to im
pose negative sanctions on those who may be adopting crim inal be
havior." He warns that urban families have to work especially hard to 
achieve the kind of closeness necessary to control behavior. 

Dr. Lee Brown, the Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner who is 
also one of the nation's few Blacks wi th a doctorate in Criminolog)', 
compla ins that he and other Black criminal justice professionals 
have a long way to go in convincing the powers-that-be that urban 

7o 

In the old South where several generations lived on farms, families were closer knit, 
children were constantly under supervision. Because they lived off the land , they usu
ally had food and most women could cook. Extended family took care of all chores. 

to work each day, young 
boys hang out in groups 
at phlygrounds and \" a

cant lots. Yo un gsters 
are often .s teered into ju
venile gangs and crime. 

Welfare systems that re
move tncenti ,· es and 
drives that make an in
dividual feel complete 
can push some into 
crime. Reform of wel
fare systems are sought 
by recipients ( right ) 
as well as the experts. 

cond itions play a crucial role in spiraling crime ra tes . "\Ve have a 
lot of work to do, a lot of research to do to com·ince people that the 
ro~t causes may be in the system itself. \,Jan y people still believe there 
are no root causes. They fee l the answer to the problem is bigger j,1ils. 
That's totally ridiculous. \Jedicine, for example, does not only react to 
disease, but attempts to prevent it from returning. \Ve have to begin to 
think tha t way when we're ta lking about crime too ." 
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''Thank You'' 
Mommy 

· "FOR BUYING NEW 

'IQdilie ~r~,u~ 

DETANGLING SPRAY 
JUST FOR ME". 

"Mommy ... nowyou won'r hove ro hear 
me ay any more when you comb and 
brush my hair. New Pro-Line KIDDIE 
KARE Derangling Spray is rhe "Ouch 
Free" way ra sryle my lirrle render 
head. KIDDIE KARE has special 
sofrening agents rhat make rhe brush 
glide rhrough my hair instead of 
getring sruck all rhe rime. And it keeps 
my hair smelling good too (even when 
I ger a little dirt in it)". 

@, ~~"Q,~,~I~-~ 
iHE HAIR ANO SKIN NEEDS OF BLACK CONSUMERS. 

~ @~·Lin£ 
"' ~ NETWT.80Z. 

Pro-Line Corporation • Carsor,. Cail/ 90746 

AN INADEQUATE PRISON 
Prisons, Reform Schools 
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After protesting against what they called poor food, prisoners in a St, Louis prison 

WHILE in high school. Don often bragged to his brothers about 
the fashionable clothes and other items he would heist. As 

arrests and stints in countv jails piled up, Don s_till boasted, and 
also began rattling off criminal schemes learned from other 
prisoners. His favorites were elaborate plots-to bilk banks
involving credit cards, bank books and crooked tellers. Don only 
shrugged when a relative once asked, "vVhy are most of the 
people who know these things in jail?" Last year, shortly after 
being bonded for shoplifting, he was charged with using a stolen 
savings passbook to withdraw S,500, and was sentenced to two to 
four years in a 0/ew England state prison. 

From prison. Don ( not his real name), now 23, writes: " ... You 
wouldn't believe what I've seen. Faggots galore. They look just 
like women. Yesterday, two eludes argued over one and cut each 
other up with razors. There was blood all over the p lace ... Last 
week, guards found a White boy cut up in the yard. He got over 
300 stitches . . Luckily, there are many people I know from ( my 
home town), so no one bothers me . . The guards are petty and 
lay for you to do the slightest thing out of line so they can throw 
you in the hole." 

Don recentlv became eligible for parole. He will leave prison 
with more criminal knowledge and less hum,mity, primed to 
commit more crimes. Like Don, other Black prisoners-most of 
whom have ripped off other Blacks-leave jails better prepared 
for crime. Prisons e"1cerbate Black on Black crime. 

Blacks are about half of . .\merica's state prison population and 
higher ( about 60 percent in Illinois) in some states . About 7.S 
percent of men i,1 prisons are repeaters. Some studies show that 
the less time a person spends in jail, the less likely he is to return 
to jail. Black sentences generally are longer, and Blacks are m_ore 
likely to return to prison. 
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SYSTEM 
Are Incubators of Crime 

are guarded closely, Uprising was one o1 many against poor prison conditions. 

It stnrts when they are young. "I see teern.tgers come in here 
on skid-bids ( short sentences) for stealing, then come back in 
one or two months clrnrged with sexual assault and armed rob
berv," savs a corrections officer in a Connecticut county jail. There 
is almost a ''family type atmosphere," he jokes. ·'How are vou not 
going to know a prisoner when you see him all the time'." 

Old, overcrowded prisons with mostly \Vhi te gua rds worsen 
crime-causing conditions for Blacks. Over 35 percent of all jails 
are over ,SO years old, according to one studv. Between 1972 ,rnd 
1978, the prison population increased 12 per~ent to 158,394, while 
the number of prisons decreased to 3,493 from 3,921. Estimates 
of the number of Blacks emploved (nationally ) as corrections 
officers are hard to obtain, but minorities account for about eight 
percent of correctional employes, according to one studv. 

White corrections officials oversee p rison populations ,~hich are 
becoming increasingly Black. So, prisons are preparing more 
and more Blacks to commit Black on Black crimes. "'vVhen the 
institutions were primarily 'White, we were concerned with such 
problems as work habits, schooling, therapy, counseling, etc.," 
according to Julius Debro, professor of Criminology at the Uni
versitv of \ laryland. "'sow we are hearing terms such as fixed 
sentences, optional programs, etc. This new strategy I refer to 
1s a form of institutional racism designed to insure that when the 
Black offender returns to the community. he is worse off than 
when he was committee\." 

Prisons are "human warehouses" which "don·t have the rnonev 
or facilities to rehabilitate," savs \ lary Hardy, national secretar~ 
of the >la tional .-\s,ociation of Blacks in Criminal Justice. "Ther~ 
isn't a whole hell of a lot you can do to stop criminal behavior in 
prisons without psychiatric help ( and many other things) •• .\ml 
even then," she says , "many times Blacks don't listen." 
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''Thanks'' 
Momma 

"FOR BUYING NEW 

'IQddie 'l\!lre.M 
· , -1,' DETANGLING SPRAY 

JUST FOR ME". 

"Oh Momma . .. you're so good to me. 
Since you bought New Pro-Line KIDDIE 
KAP£ Detongling Spray I don't squirm 
or wiggle when it's brushing and 
braiding time. KIDDIE KAP£ is the 
"Ouch Free" way ro sryle my thick, hard 
to manage hair. lrs special softening 
agenrs and delightful new smell 
makes hair core more fun than before. 
Pro-Line KIDDIE KARE Detangling Spray 
is like making o brand new friend" 
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A DOUBLE STANDARD OF JUSTICE 
Injustice Fosters More Black On Black Crime 
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Andy Wright (left ) was the last of the ·'Scottsboro Boys'' to leave prison ( in 1950. ) The nine youths were railroaded through court and on to death row for al.legedly raping 
two \Vhite women. In 1972, Elmer Branch, charged with the non-fatal assault of an old VVhite woman, had his death sentence reversed by the Supreme Court decision 
declaring then-existing <leatl~ penalty laws unconstitutional. The widely separated cases show the duration of the double standard of justice that exists in . ..\rnerica. 

THE pattern has been an appallingly familiar one for many years. 
.-\ Black man is accused of raping a vVhite woman and he ends up 

either on Death Row or in the penitentiary for the rest of his life. He's 
caught in the very act of rap ing a Black woman, pleads that the woman 
"invited me," and returns very shortly to his Black community to rape 
again. 

.-\ Black armed robber shoots and kills a White storekeeper and a 
judge sentences him to ,50-100 yea rs; he shoots and kills a Black sto re
keeper and, if the police decide to gather eno ugh evidence to arrest 
him, gets a "slap on the wrist" sentence after "copping a p lea." 

Crimino logists, sociologists, experts of all kinds, agree that this "dou
ble standard of justice" continues to operate in almost every section 
of the U.S. and is a major factor in the increasing seriousness of Black 
on Black crime. 

Traditionally, the nation's criminal justice system has p laced higher 
values on White lives and White property-and especially White wom
en-than on Black lives, Black property and Black women. It still does. 
Traditiona lly, the svstem has told Black criminals that they will be 
dealt with far more harshly when they step out of the Black community 
and rip off Whites. The grand outcome is that the criminal justice 
system implicit ly and explici tly encotuages Blacks to take out their 
frustrations and rage against other Blacks . 

That justice is far from color blind is supported by a diverse number 
of statistics, studies and surveys : About SS percent of all persons ex
ecuted fo r forcible rape have been Black. About :5,5 percen t of people 
murdered are Black but 80 percent of death row inmates have \Vhite 
victims ( this wou ld indicate that White lives are valued more than 
Black lives). In Texas, a person is 18 times more likely to get the death 
penalty for killing a White than a Black. Almost a ll Blacks killed by 
police are killed by vVhite police, and about half of all persons killed 
by police are Blacks (B lacks are abo ut 11 percent of the population ). 
Between 1960 and 19,0, 90 percen t of people killed in Philadelphia 
were Black. 

Other studies show: Blacks are more likely than Whites to be ar-
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rested , convicted and placed in institutions, especially those which are 
severely overcrowded and have problems such as a lack of health care. 
Overall, Blacks get longer sentences, pa1ticularly for crimes agains t 
vVhites. A Boston Globe investigation reveals that the median sentence 
~lassachusetts Blacks receive for rape is 13ll months longer than sen
tences Whites receive for rape. Because Blacks accused of crimes have 
lawyers less often. and have to settle more often for inexperienced, 
overworked public defenders ( in New York, about 90 percent of legal 
aid clients are Black and Puerto Rican ), Blacks are more likelv to plead 
guilty and Jess likely to plea bargain. Blacks are Jess likely to be 
bonded, receive parole. probation or suspended sentences. District 
attorneys are mo re likely to prosecute Blacks than Whites. Judges spend 
less time on Black cases. 

Why do Black on Black crime-contributing inequities exist? Racism, 
experts say. Because the entire justice system-from police to jndges
is some 95 percent White, it's hard for Blacks to get unbiased justice. 
Law enforcement personnel "practice a fo rm of racism so pervasive yet 
subtle that even its perpetrators are not aware of its implications," 
writes Julius Debro, Director of the University of ~faryland's Institute 
for Criminal Justice and Criminology. The justice system is "the cutting 
edge of institutional racism," says Victor Goode, direc tor of the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers. Says John Convers, the congressman 
from Detroit who chairs the House subcommittee on crime: "The crim
inal justice system is the most criminal part of government. " The 
government is aware of justice's rac ist double standard , but doesn't 
know what to do, and could c,ue Jess, Conyers says. "If vo u lined up 
members of the Justice Department against the wal l with a gun ( and 
asked them if they have a solution for the sys tem's inequities) , you 
would have to pull the trigger," because they don't have a solution, 
he says. 

:--lore studies, especially those involving police, show that Conyers 
and others may be right for blaming racism fo r justice's double 
standard. One study shows that \Vhite police speak of Blacks "in terms 
of the animal kingdom." A study done in San Diego reveals that of 
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Rolfs new French Clutch features easy-access space for credit cards, a pic
ture window for your drivers license; a triple-framed pocket for currency 
and coins, as well as a zip pocket and other compartments. And it's all bound 
in soft crafted leather. sewn and tooled to perfection. Just further proof of 
how Rolfs handles a clutch si tuation ... beautifully. 

ROLFS ... it shows you care. 
West Bend, WI 53095. Available at fine store:s throughout the USA and Canada. 

Are you a 
BLACK TOUCH 

Woman? 
Black Touch Inc. a minority owned greeting card 
puOhsner. is looking tor sensitive, anergedc & 
mo11va1ed persons who would like to increase their 
monthly earnings oy becoming a parttime distributor 
in !heir community . . SEND FOA YOUA FREE 
SUCCESS BROCHURE TODAY, withaul obliga1ions. 
a. T. Love/Friendship & birthday cards. a winner smce 
1975. 'Aetait and lund raiser inquiries wetcomed .. . also 
Correctional Inst. res1den1s & Milit.:1ry personnel or all 
otners who desire, may request your direct mail order 
brochure . 

Mail To: Black Touch Inc. P.O. 
69~5 Dept. E-8 Columbus, Ohio 43205 

D Please send my free Success Brochure 
D Please send my direct mail order 
Name ____________ _ 

Address ______ Apt ,it, ____ _ 

City State ___ Zip __ _ 
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SUPER. CONDITION 
- YOUR 

HAIR 

USE WAVlNE 
Your hair is dull , dry and lifeless . Other 
products haven't worked. Now try 
Wavine Hair Dressing. Wavine is the 

. super hair conditioner. W av ine 
lubricates deep down, softening the 
scalp as it conditions each hair shaft. 
Your hair responds, it grows longer, 
healthier and looks livelier. You've 
never been happier, you've super condi
tioned your hair with Wavine Hair 
Dressing. Wavine is at drug and 
cos metic counters. 
Wavine-Lubricates, prevents dryness. Helps 
control dandruff ... 3-1'2 Oz. Jar $1.50 
Hair Cream-Strictly leminine. Helps make 
hair softer. longer looking - even thick.er . 
3-112 Oz. Jar S 1.50 
eXelento-Condi!ions hair & scalp, prevents 
dryness. Helps control dandruff ... 3·112 Oz. 
Jar $1.50 
Hair Glo-A soft, creamy dressing for every 
member of the lamdy. Contains lanolin & 
coconut oil ... 3-1/2 Oz. Jar :s1.so 
If your store is temporarily out of stock order 
by mail. Minimum order S1.50 + 50¢ postage 
& handling each. 

Write to: 

MURRAY'S 
SUPERIOR PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Oepl. 14-79, 456 Charlotte Street 
Detroit, Michigan 4820 t 
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Police frisk a 16-year
olcl New York City boy 
who was caught purse 
snatching. Although the 
vouth will be treated 
~1s a juvenile delin
quent, it may not be 
long before he enters 
the- criminal court sys
tem. !>-(ost criminals start 
out with petty crimes. 

DOUBLE STANDARD OF JUSTICE Continued 

some 20,000 persons stopped by police for questioning, 80 percent 
were Black. 

Racism is not the sole mainstay of the do uble standard of justice 
that helps Black on Black crime to grow. If racism ceased to 
exist, there would remain problems within the justice sys tem 
that would exacerbate Black on Black crime. The criminal justice 
system is "archaic, clumsy and ineffective," says Ben Carmichael, 
chairman of California State University's Criminal Justice De
partment. 

Studies by the Institute for Law and Social Research in \Vash
ington, D.C. , bolster Dr. Carmichael's invectives: Incarceration 
rates for persons charged with felonies and convicted vary from 
39 percent to 81 percent; incarceration rates vary from city to 
city; "considerable sen tence variation can e~ist from city to. city; 
some judges appear twice as likely to impose incarceration ;" 
about 40 percent of sentences are "not explainable." Such results 
may, in part, result from the sys tem's racial inequities. However, 
such results also point to problems endemic within the system, 
regardless of racism. 

And there are other such problems. Increasing numbers of 
criminals , overworked judges, understaffed courtrooms, and var
ious delays and procedural maneuverings by judges and lawyers 
are clogging court dockets, making "due procesi a slow process. 

The justice system's problems aside, the bott_om line is that 
Blacks want the law to stop aiding and abetting Black on Black 
crime. The 1978 Social Survey of the National Opinion Research 
Center shows: . .\bout 86 percent of Blacks think that courts aren't 
harsh enough; 72 percent say too little is spent fi ghting clime; 
46 percent believe in the death penalty for murder. 

Then a Cook County, 
Ill., public defender, 
Brian Silverman talks 
to a youth about to be 
rele::ised from the su
pervision of Chicago 
Juvenile Court. Silver
mi.ln then expressed 
concern because public 
defenders hnd so little 
time to prepare cases , 
were always overworked. 
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MEDIA AND CRIME 

TV AND MOVIES MAY CONTRIBUTE TO CRIME 
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A classic example of violence in television o.nd movies is demonstrated by karate expert Jim Kelly in this scene from Allied Artists' Three The Hard \Vay. Below, brothers 
Fletcher Lumpkin ( I. ) and Duane Childress, watch a ·•cops and robbers" television .show that might, according to some authorities, contribute to criminal behavior. 

A CT II, Scene IV, Take III. The camera zooms in on a stocky man 
brandishing a sawed-off shotgun. Sweat drenches his face as he 

glances furtively around an empty shop. No customers means no wit
nesses."Oby man, hold it right there," he yells at the startled owner. 
He pulls the trigger and watches his target slump to the floor. The 
felon gingerly steps over the body, empties the cash regi.ster and escapes 
in a car waiting in the alley. A clean getaway. Ct1t! 

Crime and violence on television and in the movies- they"re noth
ing new, and the protest bv concerned groups has not changed its 
tenor. What has changed is that television is , more often, being set up 

86 Cont in ued on Pag e 88 

>'. 
I 

; t 
l,-' ' 

I 
; 



-- -- - ---

Bea model. 
(or ... just look like one) 

VITA-E GRO 
HAIR CONDITIONER 

the NEW 
conditioner and growing aid. 
Made to match the way you work 
and play. Superiorly formulated 
to give you r hair that fashionable 
look and styl e. 

Stop dryness, split ends, fa lli ng 
and thinning hai r with VITA-E 
GRO. For ha ir that reflects good 
grooming and taste, stop at your 
favorite Beauty Shop, Drug or 
Cosmetic Counter for a jar today, 
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at se lect ed Wool -
worth Woolco stores. 

Howell Brothers 
Chemical Co. 

P.O. Box 28024, Dept. G 
Philadelphia, PA 19131 

MEN! WOMEN!Since 1939, The Bar
bizon School at Fifth Ave. in N. Y.C. has 
trainee thousands for erther modeling 
careers ... or. to develop the "look,'' 
poise, and confidence that could 
make the difference in whatever you 
do in life. Now there are Barbizon 
Schools in more than 70 cities. Our 
new 32-page book could start you on 
your way. No obligation to those 13 or 
older. To find out about a career in 
modeling, use coupon to send for our 
book. or CALL 

(212) 371-4300 
r THE BARBIZON SCHOOL Dept. E 

1

3 E. S4th Street (at Fifth Ave.), N.Y.C. 10022 
PHONE: (212) 371-4300 

j name _________ _ _ _ _ 

I age __ phone~- ~J ______ _ 
(area code) 

I address, _ __________ _ 

I city _ _ __________ ~ 

state ___ _____ z,p ___ _ 

THICKER LONGER HA IR 

,. NEW . -~- ,:, c., .. ~':.,~,. I .SO PAMELLA S . 1& o~. Siu J.99 

Medicated • ~ ~';;".!~i~,!: 11~~P1ng 

Shampoo ,_ P.o.P:~e,~~:·s 
(Money Back .'::,,I • ' No. w.1", Pa. 19454 

Guarantee lNOW FOR EVERYONE! 

he l11 impro,e 11noen, uns1{hUydistolor:i• 
lions tiut appear on the stom.ich, h111J 
lllidts.rur:1nd brnsu. 

ltlrs.,. JlcN11alof£IC1jon.C;ilM. lfrottto ~ 
retf u .. .""I "'as so JS /lamed g1.,,,,,.,.- ., 

;:,;~n;~;:i;~I t:!~~/:~:27: ~ • 
JIJS(O~ Wtek lcoaldsteatllfftr~~ J~\:. 
m;1rksbecame/1g/lterand/Jtg~Y ;r;;t.; , ,I 
,e11ainlywo,~~wondetJflJf mysJl111 • • , ~ - ,~ ~ 

GEli£ LOTION'works e1Jua1lywell lorany : ~~ 

I ;~::r:n~
1
s ~~I ~~~•a:~1~:~~~t~~: ''.- , 

I 
ladedana darkened areas1hal come from 
prexnancv. dieting, eierci11nx or ctner 
causu. 
CJ.Ul lON: 00 >IDT SE fO OU.D il l9111Ll• 
TlONS! Ge&e iotion truly works. It has 
b~npraiudbys.atitfi1d1V;erstti.wt:1r1d 
Ofl!f. 

Order !his marvelous l olion by mail>-.. 

~~atol~~ ;,:;~;:t~et1h:ly,:!u~I:. f;t!~i! { -~ / • I 
return t/le labelw1t/lm4O daysfor ;ipromot \.~ ·~:a.. 
1elund. -

... ---- NO RISICORDEAFORM -----. 
Strra Cash. CMnc 0t MoneyOrrJer r11: 

SPECIALTY BEAUTY CO ., DEPT. I $ __ _ 

~~~Tf l°'0tcMc5J. ~[T/JffoEJ' Tatat En,rosad 
SendMy: □ 20-day1upp1yon1y .. . ss., s o .t0-daysupply .. . se.,s 

O!Q..day su0ol1anly ... S14'5 {sneU.95) 
Clm te my O Master Chute O Vls3 (Min. Chute U.951 

PlnsePRINT CardNumberBel0w 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
~~~~~rbank I I I I I I ~:re WJ 
N,m._ _ _ _________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

c,,,_ _____ stah?---li11-- 
Cdn.Jd1an Jnd foteign fkders Add !I 50 /No COO ·s Please 

1 .. _ - •ADO SALES TU WHERE APPl lCABLf • __ .. 

' - ----------------.\· - . 

The Hustlers and Players Convention Ball in Los Angeles 
awarded men typifying the p illlp fashio n image in 
movies like Super Fly. Awarclees included (1. to r.) 
Duane Shepard, ''Big Leroy" and winner, Willie Hicks. 

Pimps and prostitu tes played a major role in the Black 
Exploitation Sims of early Seventies. \{ax Julien and 
Sandra Brown portray these characters in The .\lack. 

MEDIA AND CRIME Continued 

as the fall guy by some people who commit crimes and then ·claim 
to have borrowed the idea from Ko;ak, Starsky ai1cl Ht1tch or from 
the movie on the preceding page shown on televisio~ recen tly. 

Some psychologists argue that people are responsible for their 
actions and are just looking fo r a scapegoat after getting caught. 
"If someone stole your television and said the devil made him do 
it, would you believe him?" asks Dr. Carl Word, psychology in
structor at the University of California Berkeley Extension. 

In any even t, the steady diet of mayhem being digested by 
those who choose to remain nearly catatonic for severa l hours a 
cla y, does create a negative impact on their lives. According to 
A. C. Nielsen, by age 18, the typical teen-ager will have watched 
at least 15,000 hours of television and vicariously participated in 
18.000 murders. 

Several studies have shown that constan t doses of violence has 
a desensitizing effect on those who may participate in rea l li fe 
violence and indirectly causes children to become more physically 
aggressive. This is noteworthy considering tha t Black children 
spend about 70 percen t of their free time in front of the tube. 
"Violence is the preferred mode of action presented on televi
sion," says Dr. Word . "The hero is always a violent vVhite male. 
Keeping in mind that poor Blacks are the most extreme consum
ers of television, if all models that Bluck children are exposed to 
solve their problems by violence, and we assume that television 
is a strong socializing tool in people's homes, it is telling the child, 
'Don't negotiate a conflict, don't try to resolve it. Use violence be-
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The New Album From: 
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WAR ... Like You've Never Seen Before 
Includes the smash disco single "Good, Good Feelin"' 

@1979 MCA Record•. Inc. 
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Black on Black crime is committed by these thugs in 
Together B-rothers. In the film, :\[au ~Iau ( c.) ( Kenny 
Bell ) and ;\fonk ( Owen Pace) are beaten by had 
guy Armstrong ( Danny Big Black) and his men. 

MEDIA AND CRIME Conlinued 

cause it is the preferred mode.'" He adds, "vVe must think of tele
vision as sort of like cancer; it gets you in the same slow kind of 
way that cancer gets. you. Perhaps it's more like asbestos-a little 
bit of it everyday, and after enough years your health is gone." 

On the other side of the television camera, Donn O'Brien, vice 
president of CBS program practices, says it is overly simplistic to 
link television violence with crime. "Even Charles Manson said 
he got his idea for Helter Skelter from a Beatles song with the 
same title," he says. "People tend to come up with an excuse when 
they get caught." He explained that following the Surgeon Gen
eral's report on television vio lence in 1974, the networks began 
editing scripts more carefully, and prime time television violence 
has decreased about 30 percent in the last five years. 

Television also reportedly catalyzes feelings of alienation and 
discontent among Blacks because their own homes and families 
don't measure up to those in Eight ·is Enough and this might cause 
them to feel they should also have a slice of that pie. 

One study conducted by Sheila S. Allen and Dr. Robert V. 
Heckel of the University of South Carolina Social Problems Re
search Institute (USCPRI ) indicates that Blacks in television are 
consistently underrepresented in higher occupations and overrep
resented in lower occupations, more often appear in situation com
edies, and comprise nine percent of the characters in action/crime 
shows. In a frequency of appearance calculation, \Vhites com
prised 75.5 percent; Blacks, 11.7; Hispanics, 1.6, and other minori
ties combined totaled 11.2 percent. 

"Asians don't fly planes, Chicanos don't solve crimes and Indi
ans don't do anything," says Dr. Word. "vVhite males are reserved 
for those roles, so television creates a psychological apartheid 
thereby relegating Blacks and other minorities to certain roles 
which decreases the amount of respect they have for themselves 
and other minorities, and makes it easier for them to utilize that 
preferred mode of so lving problems, which is violence." 

Movies don't fare much better. During the early '70s, a barrage 
of "blaxploitation" films gutted the industry with such descriptive 
titles as The Legend of N-igger Charley, Slaughter, Shaft, The 
Mack, Super Fly and Three The Hard Way. 

"Immediately following these types of films, there was a lot of 
imitation in the Black community in terms of dress, cars and style, 
particularly with the disadvantaged," says Eddie Gaffney of 
USCPRL "Audiences didn't see the guy making achievements 
downtown. The most immediate male models they had were these 
glorified pimps riding around in an Eldorado wearing nice clothes." 

There is no escaping it though, because even the evening news 
is filled with real life violence. However, the option to change the 
channel or pull the plug will always exist. And instead of sitting 
through violent movies, you might decide to go roller skating, or 
even get into a racy novel. The choice is, and always will be, up 
to you. 
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THE CRIME: MURDER, 2nd DEGREE 

ERNEST GILES JR.#175318 
,/1 

' -,, . .!.-~.: _·• . • 
' •· 

, *i 
. • D c· · - :-. ·i 

~ . . . . 

• TMENT Of CORRECTIO 

TRAL f ACILIT • 

Ern est Giles Jr. (opposite page) looks like a serious-minded college student but is 
=;: 17,'5318 at Lorton Penitentiary near \rVashington D.C. Convicted in 1977 of mur
dering :.{rs. Eleanor C. Haywood, he was sentenced to 8-to-:!4 years for !:>econcl 
degree murder. Below, he walks across the prison yard with Officer Francis Young. 

His familiar, tragic story is 
that of most Black prisoners 

Story and photos by Charles L. Sa nders 

AT 10 year_s okl, Ernest_ Giles Jr., a skinny, country-talking, country'. 
actmg kid 1ust out of Pme Grove, SoL1th Carolma, found himself 

dumped onto one of the meanest of the mean streets in Washington, 
D.C. 

Ernie's grandmother, Josephine Giles. who grew corn, butterbeans, 
squash and other vegetables on her land, and who made her own Ive 
soap and hog's head cheese, had kept him and loved him and taught him 
all she knew about serving God and doing right by your fellow-man. 
She had kept him there with her in Pine Grove when his mother and 
father moved up North "to do better." 

Grandma Josephine, Ernie calls her, and he remembers her well as 
he walks across the yard at Lorton Penitentiary in Fairfax County, Va .. 
his steps tracked by sharpshooters in the guard towers , his every move 
monitored by the corrections officers in charge of him and the 1.139 
other prisoners in Lorton's Central Facility. 

Ernest Giles Jr., now 31, is Resident # 17,3318. 
He is serving S to 24 years. 
The crime: murder, second degree. 
The victim: a Black woman, :V!rs. Eleanor C. Haywood. 49, who lived 

at :2820 Pomeroy Rd .. S.E., Apt. 3, in Washington, D.C. 
The motive: obviously attempted rape and robberv; :V!rs. Haywood's 

body was nude and her apartment had been ransacked when her hus
band James L. Haywood came home after seeing King Kong on New 
Year's Eve night 1977 and found her lying face up with a steak knife 
in her chest and the telephone cord tied around her neck 

Ernie remembers: Grandma Josephine had made him take a bath in 
one of her Number :2 tin tubs and had greased his hair, face , elbows 
and knees with Blue Se,,! Vaseline. Then she had dressed him in his 
best clothes and had filled a lunch box with fried chicken. biscuits and 
sweet potato pie. She hadn't really liked the fact that Ernie's parents 
had _finally sent for him, and, since she knew that the Lord sometimes 
spoke to her in the cool of the evening, she looked at the little boy and 
told him, "Something just tells me that you'd turn out to be a much 
be tter man if you stayed down here with me." But Ernie wanted to go 
to Washington, D.C. He thought that anywhere "up North" would be a 
lot more exciting than Pine Grove. Like 10 million other Black bovs 
who have made a similar journey from the fann towns of the South, he 
wanted to see b1i ght lights, have some excitement and ... he'd find out. 
Grandma Josephine just looked at him as he got into his Uncle John 
Willis' car, and she waved a silent goodbye as the car disappeared in 
the dust of the farn1 road. 

"Man, Washington was so scary at first!" Ernie recalls during his walk 
across the Lorton yard. "All those cars and buses rnshing everywhere, 
and, man, the people-people of all kinds on every corner doing all 
kinds of things I'd never seen in Pine Grove. Can you imagine me at 
10 years old and fresh from the corn patch and suddenly in a big place 
like D.C.?" Ernie is tall, still a bit skinny, and could, in suit and tie 
and with a decent briefcase, pass for a graduate student striding across 
the Quadrangle at Howard Univers ity. What gives him away is the 
wav he talks, the wav he sounds. His is the voice of a "street elude" 
cles.perately trying to· control his fury as he desperately tries to ex
plain things in a way that will make someone believe. A lot of young 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN LAW: 

TOO SKINNY? 
Amazing New Hercuplan 

Guarantees 

·\ A NEW SHAPE 
.-, IN 30 DAYS 
7 or pay nothing! 

You can't lurn skin and bones in10 powerful 
muscles. Now add the we ight you need 10 build 
those powerful muscles 1n JO days. How? Simoly 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN table ts w ith our 
sc1en11 fically prescribed meals. Don 't let poor 
eating habi ts rob you o f a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you. too. or simoly re turn the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only SS.95. 
Special 60-day 3upply only $10.98. Send lo: 

RUSH Industries, Inc., Dept. HU 61 B 
300 Park Ave. South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 

Helps Shrink Swe~ Of 
Hemorrhoidal Tissues Due To 

Inflammation. Relieves Pain And Itch ... 
Gi ves prompt temporary relief in man y cases from 

hemorrhoidal pain and burning itch in such tissues. 
There 's an exclusive medication which 
actually helps shrink painful swelling 
of hemorrhoidal tissues caused by in
flammation. And in many cases it gives 
prompt relief for hours from rectal 
itching and pain in such tissues. 

Tests by doctors on patients showed, 
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while it gently relieved such pain, it 
also helped reduce swelling of these 
tissues. 

The medication used in the tests was 
Preparation H&. No prescription needed 
for Preparation H. Ointment and s.up
positories. Use only as directed. 

,:;-_:-'. ~-:: -

~;bf:··-:.~~. 
On the Ya rd, Giles makes a point to Officer Young as 
other prisoners make basketball points in background. 
Giles insists he was convicted on "circumstantial evi
dence," but D.C. police say he confessed the crime. 

ERNEST GILES JR. #175318 Continued 

Black men sound like him: the many thousands of them still deal
ing with the streets of w-ban America, the great number of them 
at Lorton and at Parchman in :Vlississippi, Stateville in Illinois, 
Jackson in :Vlichigan, Raiford in Florida, Hunts\'ille in Texas, 
Chino in California-men who, 'if things had gone differently for 
them, might have been the cream of Black m;nhood. ·'I arrived 
in \Vashington not knowing anybody except my mother and 
father," Ernie says. "I had no friends and didn"t know any kids 
my age, so I started hanging out with the people in the streets 
when I came home and my parents were still at work." 

The street people, the ones around K Street, G Street, and 
:\1yrt]e Street near a place caJled the Sugar Bowl; the hustlers, 
bootleggers, loose women and other types who populate every 
mndown Black neighborhood in every American town. the bits 
of human chaff tha t life has thrown to the winds-they became 
Ernie's friends and, he says: "mv teachers, too.·• What they taught 
him was how to change his ways: how to strip away, layer by 
layer, the sweet innocence of Pine Grove, South Caroli,~a; how 
to harden himself fo r big city life; how to, they told him all the 
time, survive. "Survival was what everybody talked about," Ernie 
recalls, .. and the best way to survive was not by trying to ge t a 
good education and a good job .. \ lot of folks in the neighborhood 
had been to all kinds of schools and sti ll couldn't make it. Jobs 
were real hard to find in those days, so survival meant shoplifting, 
purse snatching, selling a little dope, hooking up with nn older 
woman who'd give you some money now and then-things like 
that. If you wanted to hang in the neighborhood, you had to get 
into those things, and eventually the older people would let you 
know that vou'd had enough ·schooling' and was readv to gradu
ate. Graduation meant getting into heavier things like breaking 
in to people's homes and taking their stuff, like stea ling car parts 
and selling them to junk yards, like finding ou t which bootlegger 
carried a lot of money around and then hitting him across the 
head with a pipe one night. I did it all, my partners and me. and 
we just considered it as one of the ways to survive. \Ve thought of 
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ERNEST GILES JR, #175318 Continued 
ourselves as the smart ones. the ones with all the brains, and the people 
\\'e ripped off "·ere just stup id, we thought, otherwise they wouldn't 
put themselves in position to be robbed. The older guys taught tts kids 
that most people are suckers and that 'straight people,' the ones \\'ho 
looked clown on us, usuallv ended up on the bottom wh ile the dope
clealers and hustlers ended up with the big cars, good clothes and fine 
homes. I grew up with that notion. and I bet I was no different than 
thousands and thousands of other young Black kids growing up in the 
streets. in the projects, and, you know, having to 'get over' the bes t 
way they can." 

Ernie's fa ther, Ernest Giles Sr., was a working man who used to 
hang out. Ernie says, ,\· ith ·'guys ,vho were into the fas t life

1 
c.u1d some

times he'd take me along. That's where I got rnv first \\'hiff of Black on 
Bbck crime. Just about evervbody I met was into ripping off one 
another. One of the fa,·orite things "·as to buy a deck of cards. mark 
them. seal them back up and take them back to the store ,rnd gi,·e 
the clerk a dollar or t11·0. Then yo u'd get a card game togdher and e;o 
with some other guys to the store to buy a 'new' deck of cards. Tl~e 
cle rk would sell ,·ou the deck vou'd marked, and so voti'd win all the 
money. That's h~w I really 1e;rned how to cheat otl;er Blacks, and I 
went on from there, affected by what I had grown up with. Daddy 

1 
didn't really mean to introduce me 
to that way of life: he \\'as just be-

• ing himself, taking his son to meet 
I the onl y people he considered his 

friends. As for my mother, she 
was really concerned about me, 

: but she had to work and didn't 
I have time to deal wi th problems 
J I was having or any trouble that 
I came up in school. I remember 
: once that the school principal 
I caught some of us boys g,1rnbling 

and he suspended us until our 
mothers came to school to talk 
wi th him. ~Iy mother cou ldn 't 

, take off from work. so the;· kicked 
1 me out of school ,md told me I'd 
' have to go to Spingarn '-/ ie;ht 
! School if I wantecl a diploma. 
I Since I knew I was smart already 

And you can't trade them in. 
and didn't need a diploma. I said 

i to mvself. 'Forget it, I'm going out 
and get me a job.' " 

Ernie's first real job was at the 
Bausch & Lomb companv, where 
he learned to make eyeglasses. "I 

The average American'puts over 
1,200 miles a year on his feee And 
they are one means of transportation 
that have to last you a lifetime. So 
you better take care of t hem. 

Eight potential signs of trouble. 
l. Do you have th ick. hardened areas 
of skin on the soles, sides, or heels 
of your feet? 
2. Are there bumps of hard, dead skin 
on the tops of your toes'? 
3. Is there itching or cracking of 
skin between your toes? 
➔- Do the arches or insteps of your 
fee t ever ache? 
5. Are your feet generally fat igued at 
the end oi the day 0 

6. Do your feet ever feel hot or 
tender? 
7 . .-\re you embarrassed by foot 
perspiration or odor°? 
8. Do your ieet. knees.orelbowsshow 
signs of rough . dry or hard skin° 

If you answered yes to any of 
the above, here are a few of the ways 
Dr. Scholl 's can help. 
L Ca/Ions es. Zino ' ' callous pads 
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with medicated disks 
for removal. Kurotex & 

moleskin for protec
tion of sore tender 
areas. 

-~ 2. Corns. Zino., 
;j;;-7§'! • corn pads 

(f!J ; with medi-
• cated disks for 

removal , or 
• ·'2"-Drop ' 

liquid as directed for 

fast removal of hard corns. Also, non
medicated Foam-Easelil pads for 
protection. 
3. A thlete's Foot. Dr. Scholl's Solvex lil 
helps keep you on your toes by killing 
athlete's foot fungi on contact, while 
controlling the itching and burning. 
4. Weak Arches. Flexo"' Foam Arch 

provides comfort and 
soft cushioning 

support. 
5. Foot Fatigue. 
Dr. Scholl's 

~, Air-Pillo ~ Insoles 
will help put the 

.. spring back in 
--~-6 -/4 you: step when 

:-- you re on your 
' .. , fee t all day. 

• 6. Hot Tender 
Feet. Dr. Scholl's 

Foot Powder, when used daily, 
soothes, cools and reduces shoe 
friction. 
7. Perspiration. Dr. Scholl 's Foot 
Deodorant Spray helps feet stay 

odor-free. 
8. Rough Dry Skin. Scholl 

Rough Skin Remover gently 
smooths away rough 
skin on feet. knees and 
elbows. Scholl 
Softening Lotion 
smooths and helps 

. restore moisture 
balance. 

Preventive 
maintenance for feet. 

Daily attention to your feet helps 
keep trouble from starting up. Not 

l 
·11 f f l cl h could grind optical lenses. mount on y wi your eet ee goo , c ances _ . 

are you 'll feel good all over. But if a them, hea t tre .. t them-do t've,y-
problem persists, see your physician I thrng. For the first tune_ 111 my life 
or podiatn st. I was proud of myself. I had a 

Where to go for servi<e. skill , and I could make money 
There's a Dr. Scholl's Foot Care , without stealing from somebody. 

Center near you offering the relief, But I got s,ck and had to go to 
comfort or beauty product that best the hospital, and when [ c,une 
meets your individual needs. , back to work they acted like thev 

So when you think a,bou_t foot I didn't want me there ,rn vmore, so 
care, go to t he Dr. Scholl _s dtsplay. : I rcs irrnecl and went back into the 
The best way to get maximum "' 
mileage from your feet. streets to hustle. I went hack to 

J !ittle Ry-by-night jobs like clean
I ing liquor stores and other things 
1 where vou haoe to ste,11 if ,·o,t're 
' going t~ make it, and prett;, soon 

•Estimoted average based on 
infurmatmn rece1\;ed frnm the 
American Podiatry A,,.oc•at ion. 

things started to happen crazv to 
f me, like I started drinking real 
j hea\·y and snorting cocaine . .-\ctu
aJl v it was milk sngar-cocaine 
and dextrose mixed. I "'''s snort
ing up with midclle-dass people, 
people who had good jobs, people 
in the Black middle class . Yon'd 
be surprised at what sonw middle
class Black people clo to get their 

1 
kicks. Some of them get girls 

. o,·e r to their houses a11C! get them 
J so high they'll do :,t1 ,·thing-all 
I kinds of se., things. l lost respect 
; for peopie \\'ho did things li ke 

1 
that. and in my mind they de

I servc•cl getting robbed or hit over 
the head or whatever. I didn't 

o 1978 Scholl. Inc. , feel sony fo r them when I did it 
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Preserve your 
copies of 
EBONY in a handsome 

Library Case 

This EBONY Library Case holds a year's copies and is wide enough to stand by 
itself without book ends. Handsome and durabl e red simulated leather with 16k 
gold embossed letteri ng. Eoch case is supplied with gold transfe r so you can print 
or write the volume an.d year on each case. A truly distinctive accessory for your 

home-so order enough for your back copies now. 

The EBONY Library Case also makes a wonderful gift. Price per case $4. 95 
(3 for $14.00) postage paid. Sorry no c.o.d.'s. Offer good in U.S.A. only 

To: EBONY, 820 So. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60605 

Please send me _____ EBONY Library Cases @ $4.95 each . Enclosed is my 

payment of $ _ ____ (3 for $14.00; 6 for $24.00). 

Name _______________ ---'---------------

Addre ss_ ____________________________ _ 

City ______________ State ________ Zip _____ _ 

Make check payable lo EBONY. Allow 3 weeks For delivery. 

WORKING ON UNITED WAY 
DOES MORE THAN GET YOU 

OUT OF YOUR HOUSE. 

of whatever time and energy you can spare. We'll work :r 
Any time of year, United Way can make very good use. 

hard together. Because it takes hard work and commit- -?~ 
ment to ke~p Uni ted Way working efficiently. . 

But it's worth it. Umted way 
Just remember: You may lift somebody's spirits. Than";'0;~~~~!_wo,1<s. 

Possibly your own. 
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In classroom at Lorton's academic school , Giles under
lines subiect of a :;entence for teacher Alex J. Theriault. 
Giles hopes to earn a degree through a prison-college 
program offered by Univ. of the District of Columbia. 

ERNEST GILES JR. #175318 Con/inued 

I didn't feel any remorse or anything. How can yol! feel any 
remorse about ripping off somebody who·s into all l..inds of illegal 
and sordid things? I sure wo uldn't have done the same thing to 
people back in Pine Grove, because those are good, church-going 
people. But those people I got to know in D.C., man, some of 
them got exactly what they'd been doing to other Black people." 

Ernie took his "revenge" on such people by breaking into their 
homes, robbing variOLIS petty bootleggers by "piping them" ( ly
ing in wait and hitting them on the head with a steel pipe) , 
strong-arming drnnks, and stealing parts off cars. "I also had a 
few ladies I was dealing with," he says. "\ lostly they were very 
respectable women, too; church women sometimes, because they 
usually have some money. There was one woman old enough to 
be my mot.her, and she hit on me when I was 2-1. I wondered if 
I could have sex with her because she was so old. But money is a 
powerful a ttraction, and I'd just think about the monev whenever 
she felt the urge. I'd take a good stiff drink first, then go ahead 
and get it over with. Actually, there wasn't that much sex in
volved. Older women usually just want a voung man they can be 
seen with, somebody to go out with them and make them feel 
good and their girlfriends jealous." 

Ernie smiles a bit when he says that and as he remembers the. 
fine times he used to have with a varie ty of what he calls "good 
old girls ." He is now a \[uslim. ,1 member of the World Commu
nity of Al-Islam in the West, ,Hld so he is forbidden to participate 
in the homosexual acti,·ities fo und at Lorton and every other 
prison in the U.S. ··That never interested me ,rnyway; · he says. 

.~' ~~~~;~~ ~ 
- :-:: ~ ;.~; ~t.~ . 

Giles' home for years to come will be one of the red 
hrick barracks (background} where Lorton residents 
live in dorms instead of ce!ls. He is now in the medium
se::.:urity Central Facility, one of Lorton·s five areas. 
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:£RNEST GILES JR. #175318 Continued 

THE discipline imposed by the :\luslim religion help. Ernie deal 
with what he insists was the "railroading" that earned him 

the sentence of 8 to 24 years for the murder of Mrs. Eleanor C. 
Havwood. 

Bv New Year's Eve 1977, the streets of Washington, D.C., had 
just, about finished the job they had been doing for years on 
Grandma Josephine's Ernie Jr. He had all but forgotten Pine 
Grove-. South Carolina, and the last words he had heard there
"Something just tells me that you'd turn out to be a much better 
man if vou staved down here with me." He had been in and out 
of jail, the police file on him had thickened over the years, and 
his addiction to drugs and, eventually, everything with alcohol 
in it, had made him a patient at the Rehabilitation Center for 
:\ lcoholics. 

Ernie remembers: "I was trying to get myself back together at 
the Center, and I was going out in the daytime working at various 
odd jobs. Just like everybody else, I wanted to celebrate C'iew 
Year's Eve, so I came back to one of my old neighborhoods to 
iook up some friends and spend the evening. I admit I was in Mrs. 
Havwood's neighborhood that evening, but I left kind of early 
and went to another part of town and hung out with some people 
I know. If they had come forward and backed me up , I'd be a 
free man todav." 

\\\1shington· police tell a different version of the story. Homi
cide Detective Jeff Greene- who investigated :\frs. Haywood's 
murder along with Detectives Thomas Kilcullen, Robert Jackson 
and \Varren Donald-says that Ernie was indeed in the neighbor
hood. "People remembered seeing him there because he went to 
sewral homes trying to bum cigarettes," Detective Greene says. 
"The people in the neighborhood were simply marvelous, and if 
we had not had thei r cooperation the murder would have been a 
tough one to so lve. :\!rs. Havwoocl's neighbors placed Giles in the 
nei;hborhoocl , and they toid us the brand of cigarettes he had 
bu,;,med. That brand turned up in ashtrays in the murder victim's 
apmtrnen t. and it was a brand that neither she nor h_er husband 
smoked. \Ve confronted Giles with this and other evidence, and 
he signed a staterilent that he had killed :\ !rs. Haywood." 

The murder- one of the first of the .5,734 murders of Black 
people in the U.S. during 1977-was a particularly brutal one, 
Detective Greene recalls. "\1rs. Haywood's husband came home 
around midnight after seeing King Kong at the movies and found 
her lying face up on the Boor leading from the bathroom to the 
bedroom. She had numerous stab wounds to her chest. She 
was nude, and a plastic-handled steak knife-like the ones they 
used to give you at gasoline stations-was still in her chest, and 
~fr. Haywood pulled it out. The telephone cord was tied around 
her neck. The poor lady must have put up quite a struggle, and 
although she hadn't been se.,ually molested, obviously sex was 
the m;ti,·e. since she was nude. Her house was ransacked and 
some rnluables were missing. \Ve went into court with the evi
dence. Giles was tried before Judge Fred Ugast, and was con
victed of murder, second degree." 

Ernie admits signing the statement at police headquarters but 
insists that he did so "only after they had kept me clown there for 
ha ms. ,me! I was sick and tired and would've signed anything just 
to get some rest." He says that he gave a second statement deny
ing- ,111y knowledge of the murder, and, he believes, "Just as much 
weight should have been given the second statement as they gave 
the other one." Like almost all poor Blacks who are convicted 
after being represented by public defenders or court-appointed 
b"·vers. Ernie feels that he was "denied adequate legal represen
tati~n." He explains: ''I had no money to get a lawyer who could 
Jrnxe gathered eddence on my behalf and who could have really 
gone ~ut and rounded up witnesses to clear me. I met wHh my 
la•.\'Wr onlv twice, and both times involved on ly a few m111utes. 
I w;s brought before Judge U gast an<l was convicted in about 10 
minutes. It was so quick that even the U.S. marshals in the court
room didn 't belie,·e the trial was over. Ten minutes . That was 
what it took them to supposedly hear all the evidence and give me 
a fair tria l, but here I am at Lorton with S to 24 years hanging 
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over my head. I wasn't in :\!rs. Haywood's apartment that night, 
and the police didn't find mv fingerprints anyu;here. They had no 
physical evidence connecting me with her murder. Check the 
prisons in this countrv and you'll find thousands and thousands of 
poor people, Black people · and others. who were railroaded 
throu!!h the nolice and court svstems just like I was- all because 
we didn't lrn,'.e the money to p~t up a good defense." 

Ernie appeaied his conviction but Judge Ugast's findings were 
sustai11ed. ··r don·t know what my next move will be," Ernie says 
as he adjusts the black horn-rimmed eyeglasses that are held to 
his head with an elastic band. "I've been trying to get them to 
give me a copy of the pre-trial find ings, but they haven't even 
clone that." 

:\'[eanwhile, Ernie fills his long days and nights at Lorton ~vith 
le"'al research on his case and with studies of the \luslim religion. 
H: has renounced his "slave name" and has taken the name Ba
keer Abdullah Ali ( "Precocious Slave Servant of .'.llah \lost 
High") . He works as a clerk in the office of Lorton's \luslim chap
lain , Imam \ likal Huda Ba'th, and tries to avoid seeing calendars 
bec.ause he has no hope of being released until 198.5-" . .\nd I have 
very little hope that they'll let me out then," he says . .'Jone of his 
old friends from :\I vrtle Street or 4th and :VI has ever come to visit 
him. If it were not for visits from his mother, :Vlrs. Estelle Gi les, 
and one or two other relatives, he would see almost no one from 
outside Lorton 's walls. 

One thinrr that Ernie has tried to do since walking through the 
white Colo~ial-stvle door that is the entrance to Lorton's Central 
Facility is forget ·almost all his past-the lessons he learned in the 
ghetto streets of the Na tion's Capital, the hustling ment,1lity he 
acquired, the criminal acts that were. he once believed, "survival 
too ls." But he canuot forget, he says, his grandmother's words to 
him just · before his Uncle John Willis' car disappeared into the 
dust of the farm road in Pine Grove. 

t.: :... 1 ;..- ~ • 

.-.~ ~~"" ....... , ~ ... -4} 

Though reared as a Christian, Giles is now ,1 ~[usl im 
and has taken the -name Bakeer :-\.bdullah .-\Ii, whic.:h , 
he says, means ·'Precocious Slave Servant of :\llah ~ (o_st 
High." He spends much time studying. and is a c:lerk 
for Lorton·, 1luslim chaplain, Imam ~likal Huda Bath. 
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EDUCATION 

PUSH FOR EXCELLENCE CAN BE 

Billed as a "S uper Educati ona l Rally, 11 more than 65,000 pers ons filled the Superdome in New Orleans to hea r Rev, Jesse L. Jackso n urge yo uth to become a "greater genera1ion," 

PUSH' s Jesse L. Jackson heads program to raise ambitions of 
I >I OTHER parts of this special edition on Black on Black crime, ex

perts have discussed the causes and the consequences. \Ve have been 
asked to address the question of how the PUSH for Excellence (P USH
EXCEL ) educational movement addresses itself to cures. It is a most 
appropriate c,ssignment bec,wse PUSH-EXCEL is designed to be a 
frame of reference with in which a cure can take place. 

The analvsis of causes and documentation of consequences is neces
sarv for underst,rnding the problem. However, understanding the 
causes and knowmg the consequences 1m1y, if one is not c,ueful, lead 
only to analvsis but not to action. It can, and too often does. contribute 
to a nega ti,·e attitude. a pessimistic approach and a cynical outlook. 
If one knows the c,ntses ,me! consequences of Black on Bl.lck crime, 
pessirnisrn <.tnd cynic.ism may be understandable .. -\wareness, however, 
is just a fir:;t step in formulating solutions and action. PUSH-EXCEL 
takt's into account c,1uses ,u1cl consequences, <.lnd co11sciously tries to go 
beyond them to positive cu res. 

That is \,·}wt we mean, in the dctim/vic:tirnizer argument, when we 
say that the victimizer is respon,ible for the victim being down, but the 
,·ictim must be responsible for getting up. Obviously the ,·ictim is not 
totally respo~sible. but responsib le enough to initiate change, respon
sible t'nough to prot<'ct and take ach-antage of the opportunities that 
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are presently available, ,tncl responsible enough to prepare himself to 
fight effectively for the expansion of opportunities in the future. 

In order to see PUSH-EXCEL as a cure, one must first be clear on 
what PUSH-EXCEL is. It is a student motivation and parent and com
muni ty mobilization program. Through education. its goa! is to close 
the educational and economic gaps in orc!er that we might gain equity 
and parity-or our fair share. Its method and challenge is to run faster. 
If one is behind in a race, the onl:,· way to catch up is to run foster
since the other runners are not slowing clown. PUSH-EXCEL contends 
thllt mind and character development are two of tht' strongest we,1pons 
in the liberation arsenal. 

Criminologists debate the relatiH' weight of inherent ,rnd environ
mental factors which contribute to the criminal mind and criminal 
behavior. ·whatever that b,1lance. we know that any difference between 
the degree of criminality ( Black on Black, \Vhite on White. Black on 
\Nhite, White on Black crime ) bet\\·een Blacks and Whites is environ
mental. 

Everv PUSH-EXCEL motivational rallv begins with a- lit>m)· that has 
three parts to it. Each part consciously addresses three problems in the 
Black comrnunity-,11! of which are important to solving Black on Bl.eek 
crime. The fi rst part of the litanv says, "I am somebody. I m,1v be poor, 
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PUSH race ntly recei ved a 5700,000 

Black youth, Black families 
on welfa re. uneducated. powerless. on elope or in jai l. but I am still 
somebody-." The psychologica l issue being addressed here is sel f
iclentity. Secondly, we sav, ·'Down "ith elope and up with hope." The 
critica l facto r here is se lf-control. Since we are behind and do live in 
a racist soc ietv. we must be superior just to be looked upon as equa l. 
Thirdl v. we sav, ··::-.obndy will sa,·e us. from us, for us. but us." The 
issue here is self-determination. The resolution of self-identity, self
control .ind self-detennin.ition are critical factors that "·ill contribute 
to the cure of Black on Black crime. 

Everybody Is Somebody 

P l'S H-E:\CEL begins with the premise that e,·ervbod, · is somebody. 
that evervbody co unts and is important. It fo llows that up with a non

elitist, and thus universal. definition of exce llence. Exce llence is your 
best aga inst the odds. Less than vou r best is wrong. 

Edu~ationally, we know that ;xpectations are ,~e ry critica l to the 
deve lopment of a child's mind. Students pick up on a teacher's expec
tat ions and fu lfi ll the rn. If a teacher thinks a chi ld can, ougnt to and 
mnst learn. a child tends to learn. If a teacher thinks otherwise. the 
ch ild tends to fulfill that expectation as we ll. PUS H-EXCEL expects 
young Black people to behave in a civilized fashion. expects them to 
avoid crime, expects them to be educated, expects them to he produ-
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By Jesse L. Jackson 
President, PUSH 

- ~:- ..: . .. ·J .. . , , -J • ,;~~:r i · ---1:-=::~~§ I 
Labor Secreta ry Ray :\(arshall and Rev. Jackson sign a contract in \Vh ich the Labor 
Department awards $500,000 to Operation PUSH •·to give 2.50 economically clisad
·•nntage<l Chicago high school !- tudents education and trainin~ for business career:· 
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New Orlean s Mayor Ernest \lorial ( left, I. ), special guest Alex Haley and Rev. Jackson listen atten
tively as Roque! \Vill iams, 6. introduces Jackson at the New Orleans Superdome. Culminating his 
three~<lay visit to the c'Jty, he noted that it costs $20,000 to educate a college student on a four-year 
;1cudemic scholarship. but between $.50,000 and $126,000 to imprison someone for four years. 

PUSH FOR EXCELLENCE ConHnued 

cers, pro\'iders and protectors; in short, expects them to be responsible 
for and to their community. 

Black on Black crime, to a significant degree. is projected self-hatred. 
If we do not have an adequate se lf-image, we tend not to have an ap
propriate regard fo r others as well. :\n adequate appreciation of oneself 
is a necessarv prerequisite for the proper appreciation of others. The 
\\'ay Jesus said it was, that you should '"love yo ur neighbor as vourself." 

PUSH-EXCEL uses a number of ep igrams to help instill in our 
voung people this feeling of self-worth , this spirit of "I can make it." 
Savings such as: "If I c,in conceive it, and believe it, I can achieve it," 
and ·' It's not your aptitude, but vo ur attitude that determines yo ur 
alti tude with a little intestinal fortitude" are designed to be more than 
just interesting statements. They are at tempts at a_ form of communi
cation ( that can be easily remembered ) that reinforces feelings of self. 
worth. which contribute to se lf-motivation. which aid se lf-control and 
se lf-respo nsibility. which wi ll lead to self and communi ty determina
tion. For PUSH-EXCEL to raise the feelings of self-worth in young 
Black people is to significantly contribute to a cure for crime. 

An Emphasis On Self-Control 

FOH PUSH-EXCEL to call for grea ter emphasis on se lf-control by our 
yo ung people is not an abstract philosophical argumen t about the 

need for Black people to be morally superior. It docs not presuppose 
that Black youth ought to be more capable of enduring suffering and, in 
spite of everything, overcoming. Such a perverted notion would be 

sick ,rnd unhealthy. Instead, the call fo r greater se lf-control is a ve1y 
practical response to a practical sih,ation. 

As a matter of simple fact, people in power have more options and a 
grea ter opportunity to make errors and recove r from them than those 
withou t power. That is one of the reasons why, out of approxima tely 
292,000 U.S. prisoners, roughly 140,000 are Black. By conh·ast, it is the 
reason :-Jixon and his cronies either did not go to jail. or if they did, 
got reduced sentences and spent their time i.n jail writing books ,rnd 
making money describing their roguery; while many innocent Blacks 
are in jail awaiting trial because they are too poor to hire a lawyer or 
pay the bail bond. 

Racism and powerlessness, as ·a practical matter. require greater self
con trol. We must be sober while they are drunk. We must be serious· 
when they are playing. We must be educating ourselves, while they are 
entertaining themselves. 'vVe must be awake when they ,1re asleep. 

When PUSH-EXCEL argues, "Down with elope. and up with hope," 
we are really saying, since we are behind and the odds are stacked 
agains t us in the first place, we cannot afford to be diverted from our 
goal of catching up and closing the gap. If elope would contribute to 
ca tching up , then we ought to consider using it. If mass media addic
tion, whe re we choose to be enterta ined rather than educated. would 
aid in our quest for equity ,incl pari ty, then that migh t become an 
option. If casual sex resulting in a teen-age pregnancy epidemic and a 
venereal disease pandemic would help us to gain our fair share in th is 
society, then we ought to look at these options. But if they do not. then 

i 
~. 

:,,·. "- flif!i 
At PUSH Ex cel -A-Thon in Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. Jackson and California Governor Jerry Brown listen as actor :\·farlon Brando ,1ddresses thousands of ~athered 
youth and cele hritit:::>. A,ddres.sing his team of competing youngsters, actor Sidney Poitier ( aho,·e, c:.) is Ranked by Al tovise Davis ( r.) and one of the contest~tnts. 
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FASHION FAIR'S 
BEAUTY BONUS OFFER 

During August the following stores will offer a Fashion Fair gift
with-purchase, featuring some of your favorite items from our fine 
collection of treatment, makeup and fragrance: 

AUGUST 6-18 

CALIFORNIA 

CAPWELL'S 
El Cerrito; Hayward; Oakland; Rich
mond (Hilltop Mall) 

EMPORIUM 
Palo Alto (Stanford Shpg. Ctr.); San 
Bruno; San Francisco iDowntown, 
Stonestown); San Jose (Eastridge 
Mall); San Rafael (Northgate Shpg. 
Ctr.); Santa Rosa 

TENNESSEE 

LOVEMAN'S 
Chattanooga (Downtown, Eastgate 
Mall) 

VIRGINIA 

THALHIMER'S 
Danville; Hampton (Coliseum ~Aall); 
Norfolk (Military Circle Mall); Pe
tersburg (Walnut Mall); Richmond 
(Downtown, Azalea Mall, Cloverleaf, 
Eastga te, Regency) 

AUGUST 73-25 

CALIFORNIA 

J. W. ROBINSON 
Cerritos; Los Angeles; Panorama 
City; Pasadena; Puente Hills; Santa 
Anita 

COLORADO 

MAY D&F 
Aurora; Colorodo Springs; Denver 

(Bear Valley, Downtown, J\lorth Val
ley, University Hills); Ft. Collins; 
Lakewood (Westland); Littleton 
(Southglenn) 

ILLINOIS 

GOLDBLA TT'S 
Chicago (Downtown, 91st & Com
mercial, 3311 W. 26th St .. 79th & 
Cicero, 443-57 E. 34th St., 3939 W . 
Madison) 

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE 
Chicago 

INDIANA 

GOLDBLATT'S 
Gary (Downtown) 

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE 
Detroit 

WISCONSIN 

GOLDBLA TT'S 
Racine 

AUGUST 20-SEPTEMBER I 

NORTH CAROLINA 

BELK 
Fayetteville (Cross Creek Mall); 
Hendersonville 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

BELK 
Clinton (Copeland Plaza); Darling
ton; Lancaster: Laurens. 

BELK-SIMPSON 
Greenville (Downtown, McAllister 
Square); Greer 

AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 8 

MICHIGAN 

STEKETEE'S 
Grand Rapids (Downtown); Kalama
zoo (Maple Hill Mall); Muskegon 
(Muskegon Mall) 

NORTH CAROLINA 

HUDSON-BELK 
Raleigh (Downtown, Crabtree Mall) 

IVEY'S 
Chapel Hill (University Mall); Char
lotte (Downtown, Eastland Mall); 
Greensboro (Carolina Circle) 

OHIO 

HALLE'S 
Cleveland (Downtown, Severance 
Mall, Shaker Square) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

BELK 
Columbia (Columbia Mall) 

TEXAS 

JOSKE'S 

~ MICHIGAN 

Beaumont (Parkdale Mall); Houston 
Saybrook Mall, Gulfgate Mall. 
Northline Shopping Center, Post 
Oak. Town and Country Vi llage. 
Westwood); Lake Jackson (Brazos 
Mall) 

GOLDBLATT'S 
Benton Harbor (Fairplain Plaza) 

108 

Vice President Walter :vfondale ( c.) joined Rev. Jackson and his family at the 
PUSH 1978 convention· in Kansas City ,:. ~(o_ Both·leaders believe education is 
a major cure for crime and other social problems. Both also stress Blacks exer. 
cising their voting rights as part of their attack on community problems. 

PUSH FOR EXCELLENCE Continued 
we should not be diverted by short-term pleasure and end up with 
long-tenn pain. 

PUSH-EXCEL presupposes that mind is sh·onger than matter 
and argues that will power must replace pill power as a means 
of coping. 'v[any think that where there is a way, there is a will. 
But we argue that where there is a will there is a way. 

Survey after survey and sttrdy after study indicate that the 
number one problem in schools is discipline, which translates into 
vandalism against the school and violence against fellow students, 
teachers and administrators. The problem is so significant that 
many state legislatures now have before them bills that would 
require that a juvenile defendant be tried as an adult when the 
child is charged with a crime perpetrated against another child 
at school, or an assault and battery upon a school teacher or 
principal. If these bills succeed, a child at 10 would be moved 
from the juvenile detention home, and placed in cells wi th adults, 
while awaiting trial. Then, for vario us crimes, the child would be 
tried by the same standards as an adult. With the statistics over
whelmingly proving that most hardened criminals started out as 
juvenile offenders, it is obvious that some remedial efforts must be 
made in the schools to treat this problem. 

Our entire criminal system is built on the legal premise that a 
person must, in most instances, intend ( or will) to commit a 
crime. That is, he must ha ve a guilty mind or a mind intent upon 
committing a wrongful ,1ct. This sta tus of the mind is referred to 
in the law as mens rea . .-\.n example of this is first degree murder. 
First degree murder or aggravated murder, in most states. is 
defined as the willful or purposeful killing of a human being with 
premeditation. The distinguishing factor between first degree 
murder and first degree manslaughter, in most states, would be 
a question of premeditation. That is the classic concept of the 
planned, cold-blooded killing with deliberation. It is evident, 
therefore, that the minds of our children must be treated and 
their wiH developed in constructive ways if we are to make in
roads into Black on Black crime. 

Panelists Frank Oavi-s and Adrienne ;\Jelboume of 
Washington"s Ballou High School, and Mrs. Rosetta 
Yloore discuss student's role in excellence in education. 

EBONY • August, 1979 Continued on Page J 10 
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How come only one leading tuna 
has this Gov't. seal of approval? 

Chickeri of the Sea' tuna is the reassu re you and your family that 
only leading brand that has con- our delicious tuna is consistently ,. 
stant voluntary federal inspection. • wholesome, top-qua lity tuna, Can ! 

There's no."law that requires us after can. . • •. 4 
to have a. federal inspector con- Chicken of the Sea. It's the only · •

1

, 

stantly on the job. leading.tuna with a Government !. 

But we do it for a good reason. seal of approval because it's theon ly • 

Chicken.of the Sea. · ~< ~ 
We think ·it's the best way to one that earns it. • • , .. , •

1
j 

0 © Ral~ton ? i,1,nd Com~•ny, 1978 '-..:.:. ·.~~~-~ . .-} ::f __ :. ·" ~: • 
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Make 
Money 
Giving 
away 
FREE 
Samples! 

Make new friends 
as weft as money 

this easy and 
profitable way! 

,. 
l 

.\fake S50 to S250 regularly! To start your income fast, we'll 
send you everything you need including our lovely Display 
Kit filled with full size cosmetics ::i.n<l fragrances. Try these ex
ceptional products . . . let your friends and neighbors try 
them! Free trial sizes bring easy orders that can pay you 
up to S7 an hour for your time. There is no ·'hard selling" as 
the products rou demonstrate sell themselves. \Vonderfully 1 

Let me n-- _ _ easy ••• start in just-tor 5 hours a week! Age, loca- i 
• • tion or lack of experience no problem . \Ve show you I 

send how . .. Follow our proven p lan and we guarantee 
you your success. ~fai l coupon for display case offer free. 

1 my ,6Jt .,.No obligation. 1 display r'J!i-v ,..,...,.,... ___ ..., ____ , I 
Case :."I, RUTH wEas. LUCKY HEART cosMET1cs 

;~ :~· ' ··- ... \:,_~ I Dept. JH,;,, Memphis , Te nnesse.e 38101 I 
Offer ~ ?;:, . .. _.. ". , Ruth, i,lease rush eve rything, including Dis- I . 
FREE .. ,- \'~-~-: 1 - , ;1-..- . I p/aJ Case Offer Free. I want to make money I j 

/4_tt :-:: • _.~::.-: _~-::~ { f I :aa~: time! I ' 
/1 'k. Lf f /,J 1.• I Add,e,s _____ 1! ).,/{(. !I .near vOSJJte /CS Lc;ty ____ State __ z ;p __ J ' 
Dept. IH9, Memphis, Tennessee 38101 - - - - - - - - - - - l 
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' C~icago judges were organized by Rev. Jackson two 

years ago to help him push for educational excellence 
among students, their teachers and their parents . 

PUSH FOR EXCELLENCE Continued 

PUSH-EXCEL, therefore, has adopted, as one · of its pi,ecepts, 
that the minds of our children must be turned off crime and on 
to learning. PUSH-EXCEL seeks to preven t crime by preventing 
the growth and development of a ne,,v generation of criminals

1 

many of whom start their activiti es while in junior or senior high 
schoo l. Once the mind of a ch ild begins to develop a disregard for 
law and focuses on petty crimes, such as breaking the windows at 
school. steaHng from _ school lockers, petty assau lts on students 
and teachers, this child grows and becomes an adult. Then, what 
seemed like petty crimes in school, become major offenses against 
society and ul timately must be dealt with in the criminal courts, 
the prisons and increas inglv in the electric chairs and gas cham
bers of our na tion. 

If we as Black people have low self-esteem, others will have a 
similar assessment. If we tolerate Black on Black crime, others 
wi lJ tolerate it also. Self-control precedes community control, and 
community control reinforces self-contro l. No one stands to bene
fit more from se lf and community control than the Black com
munity itself. We are do ing ourselves, not anvone else, a favor by 
emphasizing self-control and assuming a high degree of responsi
bility for ourselves and our community. Thus, aJI attempts to 
strengthen will power among our young people, and the related 
challenge to assume a greater responsibility for themselves, con
tribute to reducing the likeli hood of Black on Black crime. 

Need For Self-Determination 

SELF-IDENTITY an d self-control enhance the prospects of 
self-de termination in both the individual and collective sense. 

Mind development, a determined will and a strong character will 
help to break the dependency syndrome that presently grips our 
community. PUSH-EXCEL seeks to enhance self-determination , 
and thus, reduce Black on Black crime, by insisting on equal 
educational opportunitv. focus ing on the quest for knowledge, 
empowering students, and involving the total community in 
shared responsibility. 

The first underlying principle of the PUSH-EXCEL progra m is 
the aggressive and fair enforcement of equal educational oppor
tunity. As the nation's custodians decrv the sp re,,d of bwlessness 
( including Black on Black crime ), they apparently still do not 
understand that lawlessness is contagious . . -1.s long as established 
leadership either evades. ignores or perverts the law, they become 
the role models and create the climate for lawlessness throughout 
the other levels of our social order. Public officials cannot con
tinue to scheme on ways to avoid complying with the letter and 
inten t of the law ( e.g. Brown vs. Baud of Education ) and expect 
Black people to have a high regard for the law. By insisti ng that 
morally sound laws be- obeyed, it lays a pred icate for law and 
justice and respect for legitimate law by young people in Black 
communities us wt•ll . 

Secondly, PUSH-EXCEL is helping to make educ.1tion the ·'in·• 
thing. IF we can motivate our )'DLmg people to shrcly ,rncl prepare 
themselves, it will clo a t least two things. One, knowledge will 
enhance their self-image. and two. as a result, there wi ll be less 
of a need to act in anti-social ways to gai n recogn ition . ~ lanhoocl 
and womanhood will be defined by such things as the abilitv to 
heal rnther than 1-.i ll , and the challenge to raise a baby, not merely 
make or have a baby. 

Thirdly, PUSH-EXCEL is attempting to empower our ,·oung 
people. That is , at high school gradua tions all across this nation-

EBO NY • Au':: ust. 19:'9 



where three million students are graduating each year-seniors 
should be given a diploma in one hand, svmbolizing knosdeclge 
and wisdom, and a voter registrahon card in the other. srn1boliz
ing power and responsibility. This is critical to a cure for Black 
on Black crime because people with power tend to behave di ffe r
ently from people without power. Thus, citizenship educ::ition ,tnd 
voter registration may become a means of curbing violence and 
1·anclalism in our communities. It could also become a means of 
preventing our young people from escaping through drugs. alco
hol and sexual promiscuity-all of which are power placebos. 

The aggressive participation of our young people in the politi
cal process would have a tremendous impact. People who have 
power. and have been taugh t how to use it, tend to use it in their 
enl ightened self-interest. \\'e should expect nothing different from 
our young people. Some politicians now attempting to cu t back 
on money and legishition fo r education, vo ting against youth jobs, 
ignoring effective crime control in our communities and other 
programs and issues alfecting Black youth. would either adjust 
or be retired. Since 23 percent of the total Black vote is in the 1S-
24 age range, our youth literally have our deshny in their hands. 

Lastly, PUSH-EXCEL is using an educahonal model called 
total invo lvement, which itself will impact on Black on Black 
crime, but is also a model for the cure of crime in our com munity. 
Black on Black crime will be cured to the degree that the total 
community fee ls a responsibility to establish and keep a law-abid
ing and safe community. The problem cannot be solved in isola
tion, each person and group must assume specific responsib ilities 
in proportion to the power they have. 

In Chicago a few years ago, elementary school students on their 
way to school were being victimized by thugs in the community. 
Rather than call the police into the situation, the men of the com
munity, in conjunction with school officials, decided to establish 
an un,1rmed citizens organization to provide safety for the stu
den ts on thei r way to and from school. Badges were made up, 
patrol areas were organized and a plan implemented. Their very 
presence served to deter further harassment of students. It was 
successful , not because of some outside occupation force, bu t 
becanse the community determined to do something abo ut it ,rnd 
get involved. 

It has been said that the search for beauty in the universe can
not begin unhl the discovery of beauty wi thin oneself. The PUSH
EXCEL movement seeks to strengthen the resources within, so 
that as our voung people struggle against the odds without. they 
can cope and conquer. 

PUSH-EXCEL seeks to contribute to the cure of Black on Black 
crime by help ing young Black people feel better about themseh-es 
through instilling in them positive self-images; motivating and 
renewing their urge to excel through will power and cletennina
tion , which requires discipline and self-control; and bv laving 
befo re them the positive challenge of ending the dependency 
s1·11drome and striving for self-and-community-dete1mination. 
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Inspirational address at a Chicago high school is typical 
of urgin!Zs by Rev. Jackson for them to strive to 
achieve the best within themselves despite obstac:les. 

The Isley Brothers have the winning hand
fourteen unbeatable new songs on a 
two-record set. 

Make your play The lsley Brothers, and their 
new album, "Winner Takes All '.' Featuring 

"I Wanna Be with You'.' 

On T-Neck Records and Tapes. 

lN..=o: 
Written and produced by Ernie Isley, Marvin Isley. Chris Jasper, Rudolph ts!ey, 
O'Kelly rsIey. and Roland Isley. Distributed by CSS Records. © 1979 CSS Inc. 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

CITIZENS MUST FIGHT BLACK ON BLACK CRIME 

Sam Nolan, ac-tin!! chief of the Chicago police, \\'as deputy .-mperintendent of the department's Bureau of Community Service:; in 187-t when he addressed a church audi
ence as part of efforts to encourage coopei·ation with the police by the public. :-.Iany policemen contend that the control of crime is the basic responsibility of citizens. 

Police cannot solve problems alone, warns Atlanta's chief 
By George Napper 

AT THE OUTSET it is important to state emphatically that there is no 
cure for Black on Black crime anymore than there is a cure for crime 

in general. Crime is endemic to the .-\merican society. It is a fac t of 
social living. Use of the term c11 rc invokes a medical model which 
suggests thi.l.t the i11gestio11 of some medicine into an organism will 
eliminate the disease and /or create an immu-

qualita tively different set of directions available if the problem of 
crime is defined as a genetic problem or a race problem. 

Addressing the issue of Black on Black crimes is fraught with similar 
kinds of concerns .. -\ simplistic, superficial response would be to have 
the residentia l patterns of gro up living rearranged in such a way as to 

nitv to the disease. One should not be misled 
in belie,·ing that thi s model is applicable to 
the problem we are discussing here .. -\.t the 
same time. one should not be misled in think
ing thM there is nothing that can be clone to 
address the problem. \ luch of what can be 
clone will have the effec t of making the prob
lem more manageable; or reduce it to more 
tolerable le,·els. The import,rnce of ach ieving 
this end is one of the great cha ll enges to this 
society and the Bl,1ck co,nrnunity in particular. 

Or. George Napper, .-\tlanta's ch ief of police, contends 
there is no cure for crime but community involvement 
with the problem can help to alleviate its impact. 

subs tantially increase integration so tlrnt the 
opportuni ty for Blacks to victimize each other 
is significantly reduced. The p roblem of crime 
may not be altered, but the issue of 131ack-on
Black crime will take on a less urgent concern. 
.'\ more effective approac h would be to focus 
resources on alleviating the soci,il conditions 
tha t breed crime and dispositions toward crim
inal beha,·ior. By effectivelv dealing with the 
larger iss >1e of crime per se, the subset of 
Black on Black criminal behavior would be 
impacted accordingly. 

There is a certain risk and clanglT irn·olved 
in offering prescriptions to problems without 
providi11g some anal:·ti<: framework from which 
a problem is defined. Frequently, the wav a 
problem is defined suggl'sts the directions 
needed to ,1ddress it. There is a set of pre
scriptions arnilab le, for example, to the prob
lem of crime if one defines it as the product of 
povertv, unemploymen_t , poor education or 
other social and economic ills. There is a 
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There is no question in my mind as to whitt 

the policies of this coun trv ought to be with 
respect to combating the problem of crime·. 
There is no secret regarding the relationship 
of deplorable socia l conditions to crime; ,ind 
the need. for these to be meaninghdly ad
dressed if crime is to be diminished. Indeed, 
there is a growing number of people who feel 
that poor housing, poor education. unemploy
ment nnd pm·e rt,· ought themselves be viewed 
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City and state officials 
cooperated with Chi
cag_o's Coalition of Con
cerned \Vomen in their 
fight against crime. Pan
el chaired by co-found
er Connie Seals { now 
executive • director llH
nois Comm issio n on 
Human Relations) in
cluded ( I. to r.) State 
Sen. Harold Was hing
ton, then Deputy Police 
Superintendent Sam No
lan and Deputy Chief 
of Patrol Fred Rice . 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT Continued 

as crimes and those responsible for either bringing these conditions 
about or aggravating them ought be viewed as criminals. 

However. there is very little reason to believe that racial housing 
patterns will be changing drastically in the near future. There is little 
reason to be lieve that the unemployment picture will be getting better 
anytime soo.n; or that meaningful social policies aimed at improving 
the quality of life in Black communities are forthcoming. 

The genera l directions stated above emphasize forces outside the 
community coming to our aid to do away with the problem; tlrnt elimi
nation or alleviation of the problem rests with someone other than one's 
self or immediate community. There is nothing abnormal about desir
ing, hoping, and even demanding that the movers and shakers in the 
larger political arena do something about the problem. There is justi-
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fication for believing that this is a social problem and should be dealt 
with as such. Likewise, there was some justification for demanding 
forty acres and a mule! The problem is not wanting it. The problem is 
waiting for those things to happen; and waiting fo r others to treat 
problems that deserve more effective and immediate attention from 
every sector of the Black community itself. 

Community Involvement 

0 NE OF THE most vital fac tors frequently overlooked in formulating 
equations to deal with crime is that of community invo lvement. 

Perhaps nowhere is this factor more critically needed and more absent 
than in the area of addressing the problem of Black on Black crime. 
Traditional approaches to crime control have been characterized by 
limited involvement from the public. Basically, there has been an over-
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11 Gommunity Crime Fighter" award 
is presented to Chicagoan Ho
mer Drew on behalf of the Co
al ition of Concerned VVomen by 
its founders, journalist Ethel 
Payne ( 1) and Connie Seal>. 
The coalition was organized 
to fight Black on Black crime. 
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Concerned ci1izen raises questions about crime control 
in her Chicago community <luring a mass meeting held 
to address problem of Black on Black crime in city. 

reliance bv the public and the community on the criminal justice 
svstem in general and the police in particular for protection and 
for taking care of crime problems. The role of the criminal justice 
system and the police is to supplement the citizens' basic respon
sibility for crime control ; not to replace this responsibility. 

It is within this context of Black community involvement that 
we must generate the actions needed to address the problem of 
Black on Black crimes. Comm unity involvement is the essence, 
the sine qua non, of any meaningful attempt to address the prob
lem. There is a sense of urgency and immediacy about the crime 
problem within our community that demands a telling-it-like-it-is 
attitude abo ut certain aspects of the problems; and being involved 
in forthrigh t ,1ctions that are designed to offset the negative results 
of crime in the community. Unfortunately, one of the products of 
rampant crime in the Black communi tv is a sense of frustration, 
apathv and powerlessness that saps the very lifeblood that is 
needed to effectively deal with the problem. Too frequently there 
is a retreat to the privacy of one·s home and the sense of false 
securitv that comes from pulling shades clown and adding an 
extra lock to the doo r. The need for an informed collective ,1ction 
to stand up to the problem head-on is compelling. 

There are some viewpolnts I believe are worthwhile to share 
with those in the Black community who are interested in know
ing what they can do to help with the problem. 

Opportunity. risk, desire, reward. and conditioning are factors 
that are highlv related ind ividuallv and collectively to probiems 
of crime and criminal behavior. The extent to which these factors 
can be impacted a ids us in controlling crime. For example, if 
there is no vpport11nil!J for crime, there will be no crime regardless 
of the desire. If there is opportunity ,rnd no cles-i-re. regardless of 
the risk, or the reu;arcl, there will be no crime. If the risk is too 
high. reg,1rdless of opportunity, re,wrd, or des-ire, criminal be
havior may not issue. Conditioning has to do with the kind of 
, ·aluc system one is brough t up with. Individually and collech,·ely 
these terms are impo rtant organizing and guiding princip les in 
addressing crime. I wish to use some of them in identifying some 
general areas in which speci6c kinds of actions should t,1ke place. 

A Sense of Community 

0 );£ OF THE characte1istics of growing up in a small town 
is the strong sense of community that is generated among the 

res idents. No t onlv do most people know each other. but thev 
,1 lso feel a sense of responsibility for the well-being of others 
in the neighborhood. There is a sharing of the joy of others; as 

EBONY • Aug usr, 1979 C ontinu ed on Next Page 

Black Americans 
have been into aviation 

as long as 
McDonnell Douglas. 

James Smith McDonnell started a company to build airplanes in St. 
Louis, Missouri. During that same yeor. the late Genera l Daniel 
"Chappie"' James Jr. begon his aviation career by becoming o 
licensed pilot. "'Chappie"' trained the pilots that formed the famous 
all-black 99th Fighter Squadron. 

In 1967 McDonnell merged with Douglas and entered the com
mercial aviation field. During thot some year, Coptoin Robert Buck. a 
black man, was flying for Trons World Airlines. He was one of the first. 
Presently there ore over a hundred block men and women pilots fly
ing for fifteen commercial airlines. 

During the 1980's. McDonnell Douglas will participate in space 
shuttle missions ·destined to open space for industrialization. Three 
block astronauts. Dr. Ronald E. Mc Nair, Major Guion S. Bluford Jr., and 
Major Frederick D. Gregory, ore being trained to pilot these space
faring vehicles. 

We salute the 
black aviation achievers 

of yesterday, today 
and tomorrow. 

.IYICDONNELL 

A job? Let's swap resumes. Send yours, we'll send ours. 
Write: Box 14526, St. Louis, MO 63178 
An equal opportunity employer 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT Continued 

well as a sharing of sorrows. The children growing up in such 
an environment feel a sense of extended familiness . \Ir. and \ frs. 
Jones up the road may assume as much responsibility for repri
manding little Johnny for doing something wrong c1s his own 
parents would. Equally importan t, little Johnny feels some obli
gation to obey lest his parents find out otherwise and/or that be 
was sassing them back. 

There is a real sense in which much of our efforts in the areas 
where we live has to be devoted to recapturing that sense of 
community. Knowing our neighbors , seeing all the kids on the 
block as your own; and conducting one's self in a way that makes 
youngsters feel likewise. Taking a carload of the neighborhood 
kids to ba llgames, picnics, etc., and demonstrating care and con
cern fo r those people in your neighborhood is very sound policy. 
It imparts important values; a humane and responsible world 
view. 

On too many occasions, friends have told me that they have 
gone out of their way to say corrective words to a nine-o r ten
year-old youngster, only to be cussed out with words that thev 
did not think were possible from one so young. Further, when 
reporbng the incident to the child's mother or father, more ob
scenities were forthcoming. Obviously, and unfortuna tely. the 
next time the youngster is involved in a similar situation, there will 
be a tendency to call the police and have them deal with it. Too 
many of our kids that can be controlled within the neighborhood 
- if people would get involved and develop a sense of community 
- end up being h·eated ( or mistreated) by the criminal justice 
system. Too often this is the beginning of activities that fatten 
Black on Black crime statistics. It does not make sense to grow 
up or .raise children in a community where neighbors do not 
trust each other; or live in fea r of one another when concerted 
action on our part can make some important differences in chang
ing such an environment. 

T oleration of Crime 

NOT GETTING involved in one's community frequently means 
not getting involved in the community's business to protect 

itself from crime and criminal behavior. Fai lure to call the police 
to report illegal activity, fai lure to go to court as a witness to 
prosecute a criminal, combine to create an atmosphere of crime 
with impuni ty. The criminal b1ows that no one will take action 
against him so he feels fre e to do what he wishes . 

Frequently, the criminal will help b ring about his freedom to 
do what he wants by not only threatening those who might report 
him with violence; but also actuall y committing it on occasion. 
The greater the argument for den.ling ,vith these problems as 
a group; as a neighborhood. Let criminals and would-be crim
inals know you and your neighbo rs will not tolerate criminal be
havior in the community through developing neighborhood watch 
programs and similar activities. If the criminal knows that he 
actually risks getting ca,,ght and going to jail by being active in 
a particular community, he is less likely to be involved in that 
particular activitv in that community 

Cooperating with the police frequen tly is a hard pill to swallow 
for many Blacks and with good historica l reasons. However, if 
there is a general feeHng among the police that a certain neigh
borhood doesn't care abou t what h,ippens to it or in it. the po lice 
nre less likely to be as attentive and professional in carrying out 
their responsibilities as- they would in an area that is more co
operative wi th them and cares more about what goes on in the 
communitv .. -\ccordingly, for the criminal the risk factor of being 
caught and punished is so low that criminal life styles are gen
erated because crime, in such cases, does pay. It is important 
to note that the fact of organizing and sustaining an organization 
to impact a specific: crime problem not only has a general crime 
prevention effect, but is also beneficial in addressing non-crime 
problems. 

Specific Direc tions 

MUCH OF what has been offered above has been provided in 
the con text of general directions and general activities that 
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.should be undertaken in order to pro,~de the proper atmosphere ! 
• I 

to effectively deal with the problems in the Black community in I 
general. and specifically the kinds of concerns that are genera ted 
by Black on Black crimes. In attempting to develop more specific 1 
steps with respect to combating Black on Black crimes. it is 
important to understand that Black on. Black crimes is a blanket 
term that fails to distinguish very different kinds of acts· which I 
mav be the focus for one community and not the focus for an- , 
0th.er. For example, it is very important to know whether one is 
specifically concerned about the fact that elderly people in the 
communitv are being victimized. or whether one is concerned i 
about rape as being a cri tical problem, or aggravated assault. or 
burglan, or other kinds of criminal activities. Therefore. any ' 
specific attempts to address given problems must begin with a 
specifica tion of what the problem is and not to use anv blanket 
terms that would tend not to allow for a specification: In other '. 
words. when you say crime. what act or acts are you making 
reference to·> Secondly, the old cliche that knowledge i, power 
is also important here. Therefore. one should get general crime 
information or information with respect to specific crimes from , 
the police department or the agency having responsibility for ' 
keeping such info rmation. This information should tell us not . 
onlv the magnitude and nature of cr.ime in general or specific . 
crimes in yo ur community, but also to find out the time and place , 
that rnrious criminal activities occur: and to seek out other pat
te rns that mav be helpfol in facili tating specific plans and stra t
egies to impact the problem. Different strategies and programs 
can be genera ted depend ing upon the type of problem that one 
has focused on. These steps are critical to deve loping an informed • 
program and/or strategies to fight crime in the area. Therefore, ' 
thev arc necessary steps but they are not sufficien t unless the 1 

kinds of activities tha t have been talked about earlier in the : 
paper, re: ge tting fully invo lved in the community and organizing I 
people to be truly concerned about the community, also take 1 

place. . I 
The city of Atlanta, Georgia, fo r example, has involved itself 

1 
. 

in a verv ambitious program; that understands the fact that the ! 
police cannot solve the problem of crime by themselves and is / 
involved in activities that bring the ci tizens together to focus 
on various crime activities. Its program is designed to look at i 
each of the major crime categories and various interests and j 
community groups will determine the ro les and activities they 
can play in addressing the kinds of problems that are identified 
through this program. 

Crime May Increase 

IN CONCLUSION. I think it is important to reiterate the fact 
tlrnt crime in the Black community is a t a critical level and there 

is no real reason to believe that in the near future this prob lem will 
be diminished. In fact, there is some reason to believe that the 
problem will tend to increase because of the high unemployment 
problem in society as a who le and its significantly disproportion
ate impact on Black youth. Further, the impact of the energy 
crisis on mobility suggests that those who have been inclined to 
go to other neighborhoods to commit certain kinds of crimes will 
be doing it closer to home in the future. 

It is important to understand that there is no cure for Black 
on Black crime ; there is no antibiotic that the Black communit~· 
as a rncial organization can take that will make it immune from 
cr ime. The police and the criminal justice system cannot so lve 
the problem . They should not be expected to soke it. The attitude 
that the police can handle it is counterproductive to the central 
need of community involvement ; of eternal vigilance. concern 
and co llective action that is needed to reduce the prnblem of 
crime to much more accep table lcv~Js. 

Given the above, it is clear to me that unless tlie general com
mitment and directions that have been suggested here are taken 
by Black citizens in communities throughout this country to fight 
Black on Black crime .. we will have been remiss in accepting 
perhaps the most pressing chall <"nge that we ha ve before us in 
our community. 
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Capture the Rapture 
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Now·s the ume! Gel 1n touch with al l your 
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STOP CODDLING THE HOODLUMS 

1 GOING EASY ON CRIMINALS 
ENCOURAGES CRIME' 
By Winston E. Moore 

t 

The author1 \Vinston E. :\1oore, chief of security for 
the Chicago Housing . ..\.uthority, is an authority on 
Black on Black crime which. he says, could be reduced 
drastically if the Black community would hegin to 
•'come down hard" on Blacks who prey on other Blacks, 
Until assuming his present post two years ago, .\.loore, 
a trained psychologist, was executive director of the 
Cook County (Chica!,!o} Dept. of Corrections (nine 
years} and warden of Cook County Jail (two years). 
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IT is my conviction that we will never put an 
end to the mounting problem of Black on 

Black crime unti l we stop coddling the hood
lums. By "coddling the hoodlums," 1 am refer
ring to the Black community's extraordinary 
tolerance toward the growing army of Black 
criminals who have turned life in the nation's 
urban ghettos into a veritable bell. Not only 
are these criminals allowed to prey on their 
law-abiding Black brothers and sisters with 
virtual impunity, they have attained bona fide 
hero status among many yonng Blacks not un
like that of the legendary gunslingers of the 
old West. 

What is urgently needed today is a massive 
campaign to re-educate Blacks to see Black 
criminals among them for what they are, not 
heroes but deadly enemies-cowardly, two-bit 
punks who cheat, rob, maim and murder and 
in general make decent people's lives miser
able. We Blacks should begin by serving no
tice to our elected and appointed government 
officials. both Black and White and on all lev
els, that we wi ll no longer tolerate their tradi
tional misguided leniency toward the Black 
on Black criminal. \Ve must make it unmis
takably clear to these officials that we will no 
longer put up with the prevailing racist, 
White-controlled dual criminal justice sys tem 
which comes clown hard on Black criminals 
when their victims are White bnt lets them off 
with a slap on the wrist for a comparab le crime 
whenev~r the victims are Black. A grim statis
tic will illustrate my point. Less than five per
cent of all Blacks curren tly on Death Row 
throughout the United States are there for 
murderi ng Blacks. The remaining 95 percen t 
are on Death Row for murdering vVh ites. 

What in effect the upholders of this dual 
system- the police, states' attorneys, judges, 
probation officers, parole boards, etc.-are say
ing is that a Black life has less va lue than a 
White life, that a Black person·s limbs are less 
valuab le than a White person's limbs, that 
Black pain is less painful than White pain, that 
vio lating a Black woman is a lesser crime than 
violating a White wo man, that Black property 
is less important than White property . 

The historical roots of this dual system of 
"justice" can easily be traced to the plantations 
of the antebellum South . To jail or kill a slave 
who had murdered ,-inuther slave was not in 
the best interest of the slaveowner since such 
punishment would have cle,privecl him of two 
slaves instead of only one. Conser1uently, such 
murders were treated lightly-not because of 
compassion for the killer but because of the 

slaveowner's economic interest. The same was 
true for rape among slaves, which was not con
sidered a crime but frequen tly encouraged 
since it produced additional valuable slaves. 
Only when the vic tim was White was the full 
fury of the slave code unleashed-usuallv to 
nauseating exti-emes of cruelty in the form of 
lynchings. 

Today, the racist, duaI plantation justice sys
tem of antebe llum clays is sti ll very much with 
us thro ughout the United States . .-\!though 
modified and somewhat refined, it still tells the 
Black criminal that as long as he confines his 
criminal activity to the Black community, he 
can count on leniency from the law should he 
get caught. 

Since a large percentage ( approximate ly 70 
percent) of all Black on Black crime is drug
related, i. e., committed by individuals under 
the influence of some kind of drugs, we should 
start our crackdown by demanding severe 
punishment fo r those who push elope in our 
communities. As it stands. we seldom hear or 
read about a Black drng pusher getting ,11Test
ed, convicted and receiving a se,·ere prison 
sentence. Quite to the contrary, dope pushers 
are being worshipped and hard drugs ha ve 
become a way of life in the Black community. 
This must change. Law enforcement authori
ties must be pressured to stop treating Black 
dope pushers like petty thieves. They are 
deadly c1iminals and should be dealt with ,1s 
such. By dealing realistically with the elope 
pusher, we can reduce the How of drugs into 
the Black communities and thereby substan
tially reduce Black on Black crime. 

Next to drugs, the fastest growing crime in 
the Black community is rape. But conviction 
of rape is less than five percent. The reason for 
this is that law enforcement officials prefer to 
believe a convicted rapist rather than accept 
the word of an honorable Black woman with 
an excellen t rep utation, an attih,de which, as 
I mentioned earlier, goes back to slavery. E,·en 
soni'e Black policemen who have been part of 
the plantation justice system for a long time 
tend to have difficulty believing that some
body had to rape a Black woman, since Black 
women are often tho ught of as being promis
cuous. To encourage Black rape victims to re• 
port the rape, a step without which convict ion 
of rapists is impossible, law enforcement offi
cials- through community action-must be 
made to cease their insulting attitude toward 
Black rape victims. Until that has been accom
plished, the rap ists have every right to feel 
that the law is on their side. 
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It is high time that Black communities 
,1bandon their seeming indifference toward 
the early paro le of violent Black criminals. a 
practice which is responsible for much of the 
Black on Black violence. In keeping with the 
dual justice system, parole boards customarily 
parole violent Black offenders after they have 
served only a minimum portion of their sen
tences. They do so mainly because nobodv ob
jects. The irony here. that borders on cynicism, 
is that often violent prisoners are being paroled 
early in order to get rid of them because they 
constitute a behavior problem in prison, one 
with whi;:h prison authorities would rather not 
deal. Conversely, parole boards have been re
luctant to parole violent \Vhite offenders be
cause the victim's relatives and the Whi te 
community in general put up a strong protest 
against the release of violent criminals. 

If we are ever to get a handle on the prob
lem of Black on Black crime, we must insist 
on a revision of our criminal justice system 
to the point where those people, both White 
and Black, who have shown a propensity 
toward committing violent act upon vio lent 
act are taken ou t of society and kept ou t. They 
should not be allowed to return to society and 
to murder. rape, rob or otherwise terrorize 
their fellow ci tizens again. We must insist that 
a life sentence means just tha t. Today. de
pending on the state, a murderer who has 
committed a heinous crime may expect to be 
free to murder again after having served less 
than ten years. Whether we believe in capital 
punishment or not is irrelevant to this issue. 
Relevan t is only that we make sure tha t the 
penalty for murdering a .Black person is the 
same as the penalty for 

0

murde;ing a \Nhite 
person, regardless of the color of the perpe
trator. 

We Blacks cannot take comfort from the 
fact that Whites, too, have their share of vio
lent crim inals. Io my judgement, Whites can 
somewhat better afford a Richard Speck, a 
Charles .\ (anson, a Son of Sam or a John Cacy 
because they come ,1long only once every few 
)'ears and only one at a time. Their score of 
killings is dwarfed to insignificance by that of 
the Black ghe tto brawlers who co llectively 
wipe ou t more people in bars and in the street 
during one single weekend. 

There is a growing tendency on the part of 
"enlightened" c1iminal jmtice officials- both 
Black and White-to explain Black on 13lack 
weekend violence as p,ut of Black culture and, 
consequently. finding it excusable to some 
extent. Saturday night shootings, which pack 
the nation's hospital emergency rooms and 
morgues each weekend, are frequently viewed 
as a Black cultural phenomenon that calls for 
svmpathetic understanding of the perpetra
tors rather than for their stem punishment. 
vVhen attempting to understand Black people 
by saying that they are not fully responsib le 
for crimes committed by them- as long as 
these crimes are Black on Black-the White
controlled criminal justice svstem is labeling 
all Blacks as innately irresponsible. Such a view 
is not only an insu lt to Blacks, it is also dan
gerous since it give's the Black criminal carte 
blanche to terrorize the Black law-abiding 
community wi thout fear of harsh punishment. 
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When the killer uf San Francisco .\favor 
George R. .\losconi and City Councilman 
Han-ey .\1 ilch was tried and found guilty only 
of manslaughter, the gay, predominantlv 
White community of the city rioted in protest 
against what it fe lt was a too lenient verdict. 
I doubt that we would get a similar response 
of outrage from the Black c9mmunity over a 
lenient verdict given to a vio lent Black crimi
nal. But unti l we clo. we will have to suffer 
the consequences of '· lenient" White and Black 

DOPEIS A 
KNOWN 
K\LLER'RRRRR 

Community action against dope pushers in Black 11eigh
borhood, Moore argues, would drastical ly reduce Blac:k 
on Black crime since. according to a recent study. 70 
percent of all criminals :.1re found to be under the in
fluence of some kind of drug at the time of their arrest. 

Continu ed on N ext Page 119 
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A single weekend of ghetto violence, which fills the nation's hospital emergency rooms (above) and morgues, results in more deaths, ,1ccording to the article·s author, than the 
combined killjngs attributed to ( White mass murderers ) Richard Speck. Charles ~Ian.son ( top l. and c.) and ''Son of Sam'' a1id ( accused mass murderer} John Cacy ( top r. ) 

STOP CODDLING! Continued 

judges who condescendingly turn Black killers 
loose on the Black community, con tending 
that the killers are hapless "'products of their 
environment." There is, however. an ironic 
truth in their contention. I, too, believe that 
Black criminals are products of their overly 
lenient, ocerly tolerant environment . That's 
why it is high time that we begin to make that 
environment a gre,1t deal less lenient and a 
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great deal less tolerant for them. 
One of the biggest contributing factors to 

Black on Black crime is Black people's tradi
tional unwillingness to come forth in court 
and testify as witnesses against Black crimi
nals. Having lost faith in the justice sys tem's 
ability or willingness to protect them, and 
fearing reprisals from Black offenders in their 
comm:.mities, Black,; frequently prefer not to 
becnme involved. The result is that many 

criminals-although plainly guilty of a crime 
-go unpunished and remain at large tu repeat 
that crime because the police and prosecution 
lacked corroborating testimony from witnesses 
needed for conYiction. 

To cope with this problem. Black officials, 
and the Black community in general, :-,1ust 
insist that Black witnesses be given the same 
elaborate protection given to \Vhite witnesses 
in similar cases. Once that has been done, 
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STOP CODDLING! Continued 

Black witnesses of a crime must cooperate to 
the fullest with law enforcement and prose
cuting attorneys to enable them to put the 
offender where he belongs-behind bars. 

One of the most pervasive arguments 
against harsh punishment of Black on Black 
criminals is the one according to which most 
Black criminals turned to crime because thev 
were unemployed and poor and that une~
ployment and poverty breed crime. I am tired 
of this argument because, again, it says that 
Blacks are innately irresponsible and unable 
to make rational decisions between right and 
wrong. ~[y response is that, of course un· 
favorable economic and sociological factors 
contribute to crime and must be rectified as 
soon as possible. But I contend that even if 
we were successful in doing so, most of the 
Black on Black criminals would stiJJ be with 
us. For example, during President Johnson's 
so-called \Var on Poverty, when massive pro
grams were launched to provide able-bodied 
unemployed Blacks with jobs, the crime rate 
did not go down. The reason, I suggest, is 
that the punks who were committing crimes
the dope pushers, the rip off artists, etc. etc. 
preferred to continue their criminal lifestyles 
although jobs were available to them for the 
mere asking. Criminals·, for the most part, are 
not unemployed because they can't find a job; 
they don't work because holding clown a job 
calls for discipline, something to which they 
are unwiJling to submit. They'd rather spend 
two hours robbing someone who works than 
going to work themselves. If unemp loyment 
inevitably leads to crime, I ask, why is the 
vast majoritv of un'employecl Blacks law
abiding? 

As far as violent Black on Black crime is 
concerned, this, too, cannot be justified on the 
basis of unemplovrnent and poverty. Black 
.-\fricans, most of them for poorer than their 
.-\merican cousins , do not kill or assault each 
other at the rate Black Americans do. The dif
fe rence between our two cultures, I believe, 
is social controls, which seem to have broken 
clown in the ,\merican Black community. To 
reestablish these controls, the Black commu
nity must become aroused enough to confront 
the Black criminal, not make excuses for him. 

One of the most short-sighted and most re
pulsive fo rms of coddling Black on Black 
criminals is the readiness of some "law-abid
ing" and "upstanding" Blacks to buy "hot" or 
stolen property. In effect, these "bargain hunt
ers" are making common cause with, and thus 
become partners of, the criminals. Blinded by 
their own greed, they fail to realize that they 
are paying clearly for their "bargains'' in ex
orbitant insurance rates on their antomobiles, 
homes and other possessions, and in sky-high 
prices for practically aU goods and services . 
Once the y begin to realize that they are being 
had-that all they are doing is buying back 
that which had been stolen from them, their 
relatives, friends and neighbors-they can be
gin do ing something about it. Doing some
thing about it means not only refusing to b,,y 
"hot" goods but to report anyone to the police 
who is offering goods which appear to have 
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Some "law~a biding11 Blacks encourage crime, writes :-..roore, by thei~ readiness to buy "hot" goods,. thus pro
viding the market which thugs need to stay in ·'business." This scene of a ·'hot" purchase was enacted by models. 

been stolen fo r sale. Instead of telling the 
questionab le se ller, "Don't tell me where this 
came from, so I won't be implicated," they 
should ask, "Where did this come from, and 
where is the proof?" Once the thief has been 
deprived of his lucrative market, he wiJl have 
lost his sole incentive to steal, and Black on 
Blac k crime will have been dealt another blow. 

Some people may argue that cracking clown 
on Black on Black criminals will overcrowd 
our already overcrowded jails and prisons even 
more. I would agree that initially a general 
crackdown of the magnitude I am suggesting 
would result in a higher prison population. 
This would be true fo r a period of about five 
years. After that, it would drop off sharply· be
cause by that time, the marginal criminals
the ones who are only occasionally committing 
minor crimes- will have go tten the message 
that crime . doesn't pay, and they will have 
stopped their criminal ac tivities and turned to 
legitimate pursuits. Also by that time, Black 

youths will no longer look at criminals as 
heroes because they will be the products of a 
different community atti tude toward crime. 

To put an encl to the coddling of Black 
criminals who are terrorizing our Black com
munities, we must first come to grips with this 
country's plantation justice system which lies 
at the bottom of the mounting Black on Black 
crime problem. To accomplish this. we need 
an "";;tggressive, nationwide campaign , orga
nized and led jointly bv our Black community 
leaders-politicians, ministers, educators, gov
ernment officials etc. Such a campaign should 
culminate in a mass ive "\[arch on \Vashington 
For Eq ual Justice" of the magnitude of the 
196.'3 " \.larch on Washington For Jobs ," to 
demonstrate to the government and the nation 
as a whole that Black people are through with 
being treated in the nation's courts li ke p lan
tation field hands . For it is my firm conviction 
that we will never reach our goal of equalitv 
nntil we reach equality in the courts. 

EBONY • August, 19 79 



i 

CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT 

MAIN SOLUTION IS NATIONAL PLAN 
CORRECTING ECONOMIC INJUSTICE 

By Congressman John Conyers 

CRIME is rooted in concrete social and economic conditions-in depri
vation, joblessness, discrimination, poverty, overcrowded housing, 

and social marginality. The neighborhoods of other ethnic groups that 
at one time or another were marked by poverty and disintegration also 
experienced high crime rates. Crime in the Black community addition
ally is perpetuated by retcism. Other explanations of crime in terms of 
bad genes, defective character, or criminal predisposition are sheer 
diversions from the real issue-the troubling features of injustice and 
inequality in American society. These other explanations attempt to 

----i::::::: 
As Chairman of Crime Subcommittee of House of Representatives, Congressman John 
Conyers of Detroit que:;tions witness at a panel hearing. Conyers is a leader in na
tion's full employment movement. He is dishubed by high teen-age unemployment. 

::;-.-._ - ' •· . • 
- ·-.:~ ~ 

.... .._. . 
,_ .. 'Ii' .....,,..,,--~ 

t -

individualize what is basically a collective problem, blame the victim 
rather than the conditions that victimize, and protect society's reputa
tion rather than expose its complicity. 

Crime in the streets, in the most fundamental sense, is the product of 
desperation-a desperation rooted in a system that consigns millions of 
citizens to poverty, forces them to live in decaying environments, and 
resigns them to the view that the future will he merely a repetition of 
the past, and certainly no ground for hope. Criminal behavior multiplies 
when a neighborhood, a city, or the nation itself is incapable of provid
ing for the well-being of its members. Under such circumstances, the 
most vulnerable jndividuals often embrace the view that anything en
suring their survival, whether it is petty crime, selling dope, rackets, or 
even violence, is more desirable than "giving in" or "giving up." \Vhen 
survival is at stake, it should not be surprising that crimina l activity 
comes to be viewed by the offender as an opportunity rather than a 
cost, normal behavior rather than deviance, and a potentially profitable 
enterprise that is far superior to an indecent existence. 

The reality of the social and economic bas is of crime in America is 
most obvious a.s it affects young people, especially Black you th. Of all 
groups, Black youth have been the most victimized by unemployment 
and discrimination. The National Urban League recently es timated 
that three-fifths of all Black teenagers (57 percent ) were jobless at any 
given period in 1978. Tb,1t is a national figure. In inner-big city areas 
such a~ the South Bronx, the jobless rate has been as high as 75 percent. 
Is there any connection with the fact that young people, under the age 
of 25, comprise two-thirds of total police arres ts, and that the highest 
rate of increase in the commission of 5eri0us crlmes has occurred among 
teenagers'? Of course, there is a relationship between joblessness and 
crime. _And the economic bad times that have plagued young blacks 
have existed a very long time. 

Rea l cure, Congressman Conyers says, is full employment policy and suppo rt of goals of Humpl:rey-Hawkins bill which was signed by President Carter (above ) in October, 1918, 
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Ci-Iii Rights marches of 
the 60s gave youn{! an<l 
old a "sense of hope," 
says Conyers. Collapse 
of that hope has con
tributed to a mood of 
despair among Black 
youth of today, he savs. 

Wrong answer to the 
problem, according to 
Con).rers. is widespread 
demand for stiffer pen
alties and larf!"er pris
ons. The congressman 
feels full employment 
will visibly redu c.:e crime. • 
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CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT Contin ued 

vVhat has changed in recent years is the mood and perception. During 
the Sixties there was reason to hope circumstances would improve. The 
Civil Rights :Vlovement was accomplishing results. The Federal Gov
ernment took actions to break up racism in the schools, workplaces, and 
at the polls. There were at least expressions of commitment to eradicate 
poverty at the highest level5 of government. Political-collective- action 
was commonplace, goal-oriented, perceived to be effective, and legiti
mated by a general mood of change and reform in the country. Depriva
tion was counteracted by a sense of hope. That came to an end with the 
coming to power of the conservative forces represented by Richard 
Nixon. 

The demoralization of young people in the years since has taken an 
enormous toll. A great many Black youth now believe there is little they 
or anyone can do to change things, other than to escape from their 
demoralization by wha tever means are at hand. Living in the wealthiest, 
most technologically and organiza tionally advanced society in history 
and condemned to lives without opportunity or purpose, many realize 
their immediate challenge- the only one they really have-is to escape 
degradation. Ce,iainly, ghetto youth don't have the luxury of channel
ing their anger along socially acceptab le paths. Thev already are barred 
from competing fo r choice jobs, or working their way up a career lad
der, or sublimating their anger through consumer goods and the parad
ing of these before dleir peers. 

Criminal behavior among the young is the al ternative way, when 
gainful employment, social recognition, or political action is eiilier 
barred or barren. When collective action is not available, individuals 
typica lly fall back on self-serving acts and their own wits . Crime be
comes the trusted companion. Aggression and violence, especially the 
self-destructive type directed against close or convenient targets like 
children, elderly persons, neighbors, even members of d1e fami ly, be
come d1e elemental means of dealing with frustration and anger. 

THE label, "Black on Bbck crime," gives the erroneous impression of 
u strange, aberrant, or exotic activity, when it is taken out of the con

text of the social and economic roots of crime. The' facts about Black 
crime have to be honestly examined and confronted. The meaning of 
these facts must not be misconstrued . 

Item: Homicide, most of it gun-related, has exceeded heart attacks 
and accidents as the leading cause of death among Black males between 
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My Feet Were Killing Me ... Until 
I Discovered the Miracle in Germany! 
It was the European trip I had 
always dreamed about. I had 
the time and money to go where 
I wanted-see what I wanted. 
But I soon learned that money 
and time don't mean mu ch 
when your feet hurt too much to 
walk . After a few days of sight
seeing my feet were killing me. 

Oh. I tried to keep going . In 
Paris r limped through Not re 
Dame and along the Champs
Elysees. And I went up in the 
Eiffe l Towe r although I can 't 
honestly say I remember the 
view. My feet were so tired and sore my whole 
body ached. While everybody el se was hav ing 
a great time. I was in my hotel room. I did n' t 
even feel like si tting in a sidewalk cafe. 

The whole trip was like that until I got to 
Hamburg. Germany. There. by accident. I 
h.appened to hear about an exciting hreak-
1/iroughfuranyontt who s11Jfersfrum sore. ach
·ing Jettt and legs. 

This wonderful invention was a custom~ 
made foot suppo rt called Flexible Feacher
spring. When I got a pair and slipped them into 
my shoes my pain disappeared almost in 
_\'/antly. The tlexible shock absorbing support 
they gave my feet was like crad ling chem on a 
cushion of air. [ could walk. stand. l:':ven run. 
The relief was truly a miracle . 

And j ust one pair was all I needed. I learned 
thac women also can wear them-even with 
sandals and open backed shoes. They're com~ 
p!etely invisible. 

Imagine how dumbfounded ( was to discover 
tha t these miraculous devices were sold only in 
Europe. Right then I determined that [ would 
share the miracle l discovered in Germany with 
my own countrymen. 

Today thousands of A mericans includi ng 
those who have retired-many with foot prob
lems far more severe than mine-have exp~ri
enced this blessc:d relief fo r themselves. 

Here' s why Feathersprings work for them 
and 1,,/,y the)' cun workfur you. These supports 
are l ike nothing you' ve ever seen before. They 

YOU USE NU NILE "- =ii> 
HAIR SLICK POMADE 
You're in a hurry ... hair care time is 
sho rt ... lhal's why you .use Nu Nile 
Ha ir Slick Pomade. Nu NHe is quick to 
use and it gives you the neat clean 
look. Nu Nile Ha ir Sli ck Pomade holds 
any style in place all day long, in any 
weat her. Nu Nile's special formula 
moisturizes your hair, fights spli t ends 
and helps cont rol embarrass ing dry 
scalp dandruf f flakes. Men who always 
want to look their best use Nu Nile 
Hair Slick Pomade. At drug and 
cos me tic counters. 
Nu Nile-Keeps hair soft&. smooth for the 
neat look .. . 3 Oz. Jar SI.SO 
Murray' s ?omade- Holds hair in place. Ends 
brittle texture . . . 3 Oz. Jar $1.50 
Natural Sheen-Condit ioner nair dressing 
keeps the natural soft lively look ... 2 Oz. 
Jar S1.50 
Kongolene-Hair straightener. America·s 
onginal formu la . . 6 Oz. Jar $2.00 
If your store is temporarily out of stock, order 
by mail. Minimum order $1.50 + 50c postage 
and handling each. 

Write to: 

MURRAY'S 
SUPERIOR PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Dept. 10-79, 456 Charlotte Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48201 

are custom fitted and made for your feet alone! 
Unlike conve ntional dev ices. they actuall y im
itate the you th ful elastic support that Nature 
o riginally incended your feet to have. 

Whatever yo ur prob lem- corns, ca lluses, 
pain in the balls of your feet , burning nerve 
end s. painful ankles. o ld injuries. backaches or 
just generally so re. aching feet. Flexible Feath
ersprings will bring you rel ief with every step 
you take o r your money back. 

Don' t suffer pain and discomfort needlessly. If 
your reet hurt, che miracle of Germany can help 
you. Write fo r more detailed information. There 
is no obliga tion whatsoever. Just till out the 
coupon below and mail it today. 

WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT THE MIRACLE, 
··My husbandfelc a great relief and n(J more pain. 
They are truly an answer to our prayers. Only wish 
that he had heard of them twenty years ago." 
Mrs. F. S./Metairie. Louisiana 
© f.at~pi"9 1nt,=iortol Corp., 1979 

514N.E. 1'24lh. s.artl,, Wo$hington981'25 

FEATHERSPRING INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
514 N.E. 124th, Oepl. E8089 
Seattle. Wa shin(ton 98125 
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YES! I wane co learn more about Fle:>(ible Featherspring I 
Foot Suppor1s. Please send me your free brochure . I I 
understand that there is no obligation and that no sales- l 
man will call. I 

I ---------------1 
-:-::-:.-:~-·- -------- --- l 
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HAIR COLORING 
Hides tliar GRAY tke losling way 
In just 17 minutes at home 
... even dull. faded hair becomes 
vounf!er lookin~. d3 rk a nd lustrou5, 
;·adiant with highlights. STRAND 
Ha ir Colorin!{ won' t rub off oi: wash 
ou t. So. re with permanents. too. 

NEW! 4 Capsule Size 12.50 r,~l"ib'~uY 
Choice of 3 norurol shodes; Jet Block, Black, 
Do rk Brown. 
At your d ruggist or moil S3.25 to Dept. E, 
Srrond Prodvcu Co. , P.O.Bo~ 2187 
?ki lo., Po. 19103. Specify ili o de wonted. 

LOOK 
Sex Appenling and Years Younger 

SHAVERS CREME 
Get R id ol lf1dy Pail"llul 11:ur Ounio.'\ 

and Dnrk Snot .~ on Fa<:(' :ind :-.-.-,·k 
:Z o r. Jar--One Month Supply-SS.00 

(Send <"lu•<"k or ~Inn., ,,. f)rri er . :0.n C0.IJ.J 
RAGUS COMPANY, Dept. J 

P.O. 80!1: 17033 
Chk;u:o . lllinoi,s 606 17 

Crime problem in Black America is "a fundion of economic 
tailspin which the larges t .;l.nd oldest cities have experienced 

during the last three decades, ·· Congressman writes. 

CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT Continued 

the ages of 15 and 44, who reside in central cities. 
Item : In the 10-year period, 1960-1970, the average life-expec

tancy of Black males, 20 years of age or yo unger, declined bv one 
whole year, mainly the result of the increase in homicides in inner
city areas. 

Item : There are more than 500,000 heroin addiets, a quarter of 
whom live in New York, of which 46 percent are Black. 

Item: A study of Cleveland revealed a 420 percent increase in 
gun-related deaths from the period 1958-1962, to the period 1969-
1974; and the .50 mi llion handguns now in existence-a major fac
tor behind the skyrocketing homicide rates-is double the number 
of 10 years ago. 

Item: A recen t survey indicated that 88 percen t of Black victims 
of vio lent crimes perceived the perpertrators as being Black. 

What do these facts mean? What do they say about Black com
munities and about the brger society in which we live? Black 
communities are being racked by crime and violence and the pro
liferation of lethal weapons. The fact is the most likely vic tims of 
handgun fire are fami ly, friends, or neighbors, who are the con
venient, closeby targets of frustration , acts of passion, or accidents. 
The fmstration and anger that is so basic to ghetto youths is 
bound to be expressed within the confines of the only streets and 
neighborhoods that they know. Therein lies the grea t tragedy: 
the persons who suffer most from social and economic injustice 
are the farthest removed from the causes of their suffering and 
the means of do ing anythin g abou t it-the social and economic 
forces that operate nationally, and the decisions and po licies th,1t 
are made in faraway government offices and corporate board
rooms. 

It is no mere coincidence that the rate of gun-related homicide 
among Black males rose 26 percent between 1968 and 1975 ( the 
last year of official data) as their unemployment rate more than 
doubled, from 5.,5 percent to 13.7 percent. No r is it ,rn accident 
that the rate of gun-related homicide in Black inner-city neigh
borhoods increased in relation to the shocks that were adm inis
tered to these communities ,rnd their members bv the worst 
recession since the Gre-at Depression of the :30s and the worst 
inflation since the Civil War. The crime problem in Black com
munities is a function of the economic tailspin the largest and 
oldest cities have experienced-the loss of population. jobs, and 
income during the last three decades. \lost recen tlv, the cities 
have suffered from the drastic cutback in social services and the 
danrnging federal belt-tightening that has resulted in the elimina
tion of jobs programs, subsidized housing, and public works for 
cities. This on-going physical and social deterioration in inner -city 
neighborhoods means these communities have lost the capacity 
to defend themse lves, to provide necessarv services to their citi
zens. and to accomplish the revitalization that is the strongest 
bulwark against crime. 
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:HOUSE: OF; BRIMS 

LA TEST CREATION TO CAUS E A SENSATION 

0ISCO HA TS OR0ER YOURS HOW 

DAZZ L E THE PARTY SCENE WITH TH IS 
LATEST UNISEX SENSATION 

EACH DISCO HAT DESIGNED WITH 
" DIAMOND OUST" 

CUSTOMIZED TO 0R0ER! 
HOW YOU too <:00 

SHIMMER ond GLIMMER 
as rl, e liqhrs go dimme-r. 

Send c:heck a- Money Order to: 

" THE HOUSE OF BRI MS 

P.O .Box 33400 Cleveland , Ohio 44133 

l DISCO HAT 59.75 2 for SlS.00 
YES p'9ose rush me __ DISC0 HATS . enclos ed 
,s my Chec:k ' Mor,ey Order for the Disco Hors. 

Color; 81od; 0 Smok e :J Noturci l 0 
Si i.e: Smoll 1=:J Medium C Lorge Q 

Styie: DAZ Z UNG DIAM0 H0S 0 
SEXEY STRIPS 0 
PSYCHEDE LIC CIRCLES 0 
MAGNIFICENT MOONS 0 
HOT & HEAVY HEARTS 0 
SIZZLING STARS 0 

Address ___ ___ _ ___ _ 

City _ _ _____ ____ _ 

S•ore ___ _ ___ Z ip _ _ _ 

i, o C , O,O. OROE:1=1S P!,.E:.liSE 
OHIO .=:ESIOENT S "' 00 5.s.,, SAI..ES TAX 
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--ne,s11/11n.:, r PRODUCTS 
** *** ** 

*SCALP TREATMENT OINTMENT 
If you have PSORIASIS, ECZEMA1 RINGWORM, .. 
DANDRUFF, ORY BRITTLE HAIR, or a ther Skin 
or Scalp IRR ITATIONS .. . . Pem.,Jon wi ll afford 
Temporgry relief of the S~LING & ITCHING, 
because PERSULAN is a h i g h I y ~icoted and 
concentrated Scalp Treatment which conditiora 
your hai r from the scalp up ... A lntle goes 
a long way ••• , ••.•• 

W·W-','{ •] tl •W•i:~•1' 1• :M••J:lf}JI • 
In coses of bo l dness other than mole pattern 
bol dness, Persulon eo n aid, or help, excessive 
hair loss. However in the great mojOC'ity cf ca'Ses 
of boldoen, no koown preparation is of any 
value whatever .... ,. 

• Penu lon is a Scalp Treatment for the temp01"ory 
re lief of dandr uff and min<)( icolp irritation$, 
Mildly stimulating, the opplicotion incre~:ues 
eirculotion ir'I the scolp ....... . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Y Check Items you wish to order 
D 67901 1/2 oz, Scc!p Trectmenr 
D i7902 2 oz, Ointment 
□ 17903 4 0%.. 

□ i7904 8 0%., 

□ 17905 14 0%., 

S 2.25 
S 4,39 
S 6.35 
S 9.25 
Sl4.95 -

□ 6 7906 2 VA 0%.. 

D i7907 4 oz.. 
Lighter & Brighter S 2. 25 
"Skin Tone CreamS 3.79 

0 ,!17908 4 oz . 
D 17909 8 oz. 
□ i7910 16oz. 

4 or;. Hair Food Cond, 
8 0%., 

MAIL ORDER FASHIONS. 
WE'LL LOOK GOOD O N YOU . 

Send for Free Catalog 
Flagg Bros. Dept. E-8 

:;1 1 ,Vu1n '.>l•ef". Nc5rw, e in 37ro6 

Borrow from $300 to $5,000 by mail 
wilh no surprises. No penalty fo r pre
pa yment. no balloon pa yment. no 
broker's fee. and no security required. 
You can borrow fo r any good reason: 
To pay ofl bills. fix up the house. take 
a vacation, etc. No cosigners. Write 
for details and application-no ® 
o~Hga~ion. 

1 1 
l 

g;:: ~~~~nee , 
J~0 S W E,g hlh St. Des ,'Jo ;n"?S . low;i 50109 -------------------------
Dia l Finance Oeot. 3750 
JdQ S. W. Eighth SI. Des Moines, Iow a 50309 
Name _ _____ ____ _ 

Address _____ _ ___ _ 

\ Cily ____ State _ _ _ Zio _ _ , ____ __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ______ ; 

CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT C ontinued 

In recent years there has been a growing body of research on 
the links between economic factors and crime. The House Sub
committee on Crime held public hearings on this subject in several 
cities last year. Among the witnesses was the Johns Hopkins 
University economist, Dr. :'vi. Harvey Brenner, who published 
remarkable findings about crime and economics. According to Dr. 
Brenner, each l percent increase in the national unemployment 
rate, as measured over many years, results on the average in a 
6 percent increase in property crimes, a 9 percent increase in 
narcotics arrests, a 4 percent increase in homicides, and a 5 per
cent rise in state prison admissions . On the basis of his sh1dies , 
we can estimate the effects of changes in the business cycle-of 
recessions, unemployment, inflation-on crime .. '\ political scien
tist at the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Jack Nagel, who testi
fied before OU!' committee, published a study that traces the influ
ence of economic factors on criminal behavior on a state-by-state 
basis . He shows, for example, that in the state of lV!ichigan a 1 
percent increase in the jobless rate brings about an additional 
270 crimes per 100,000. This and other evidence of the close link 
between economic distress and criminal behavior confirm a 
theory first brought to my attention by the distinguished 
criminologist and former police commissioner of Boston, Robert 
Di Grazia: serious crimes are the 'products of "poverty, unem
ployment, broken homes, rotten education, drug addictions 
and other social and economic ills abo ut which the po lice can 
do little, if anything." 

THE trends in crime control and criminal justice are sickening. 
In the next ten years state governments will be spending sev

eral billion dollars on new or expanded prisons. New York State 
currently spends about S26,000 to incarcerate a single prisoner 
during a year. The nation as a whole is spending in the neighbor
hood of 322 billion on criminal justice and crime control, five 
times the amount of 10 years ago. Since $22 billion doesn't seem to 
be adequate to stop crime, politicians are clamoring for what they 
consider the ultimate, last-ditch weapons-'stiffer, mandatory 
sentences and the restoration- of the death penalty. Yet crime 

.·:.: . .:.."': 
"; .~-:. . 

Crime in the streets, Conyers con tends, " is the product 
of desperation- a desperation bom of the interplay 
between deprivation, community <lec~1y. and the fata l
is tic sense that the fut ure wil l merely repeat the past." 
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' At 11eight of Detroit riot1 Congressman Conyers used 
bullhorn as he encouraged rioters to go home. He says 
that ooJy solution to crime problem is a national pro
gram dealing with root cause- economic injustice. 

CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT Continued 

remains a built-in part of our system, which no amount of money 
can solve, so long as its root-causes are left untouched. 

In the past several years, great strides have been made in 
many urban communities to control crime. As a result neighbor
hood political action in cities across the country and community 
an ti-crime programs have shown promising results at crime pre
vention. Comm unity-based crime patrols, programs that provide 
work alterna tives to incarceration, and projects that curb gang 
vio lence by giving youth productive roles are just a few examples 
of workable community anti-crime efforts. Yet witho ut ,1 national 
policy that links criminal justice with economic justice, these pro
grams are destined to be stunted or still-born. The leade1,s and 
citizen activists involved in them recognize the primacv of 
economic changes in dealing wi th crime. That is why they are in 
the front ranks of the political mobiliza tion behind full employ
ment and economic justice. 

Solutions to the crime problem have to come to grips with its 
social and economic roots- the barriers the system places in the 
way of gainful emp loyment, decent income, and opportunities to 
perform productive roles in society. The ,1pproach that has never 
been tried is to build an economy of full employment and genuine 
income redistribution so that all citizens who want to work are 
able to 6nd jobs and everyone, regardless of the abilitv to work, 
has the resources to live decen tly. The Humphrey-Hawkins Full 
Emplovment and Balanced Growth .-\ct. signed into law in 
October, 1978, is a beginning. Unfortunately, the present .-\dmin
istration has chosen to ig.flore its mandate and disregard the law. 

That a great deal of crime is the result of bad economic policies 
ought to come as no shock to individuals who have had experience 
wi th the problem or who have studied the evidence. Yet the 
understanding of this clearly has not sunk into the minds of 
those who run the country. This is a political issue-to com·ince 
or compel those in power to change the priorities of go,·ernment. 
This will not come about unless millions of citizens organize at 
all levels to demand structural changes. The question of con
trolling crime in Black and 'White communities is less a question 
of reducing incidents , impmtant as this is, th,m it is a question of 
changing the existing social ;;1.nd economic system, in '"vhich crime 
is the inevitable by-product of inequality and injustice. This is the 
only way to treat crime at its source. 
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