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fearful places of bars, guards, alarms, metal gates and
bolted doors. :

BCrimes by Blacks against Blacks are costing Black
Americans and Black American businesses and institu-
tions billions of dollars. Dr. Andrew Brimmer, former
member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, says that “a significant share of the hard
income and a sizable proportion of the wealth that the
Black community has struggled to accumulate are being
dissipated through the wastage of criminal offenses.
Moreover, the cost of crime is by no means evenly dis-
tributed in the nation at large. Instead, the poorest mem-
bers are far more likely to be victims—especially in cases
of personal violence. Thus, the segment of the Black pop-
ulation which can least bear the costs of crime is most
often forced to carry a disproportionate share of what
amounts to a criminally imposed levy.”

This is the general situation, and the situation is get-
ting worse. For people are getting used to an intolerable
situation, and indifference to Black pain and the spiliing
of Black blood is growing. And so today, as in the 19th
century, thereis no flesh in America, as Frederick Douglass
said in another connection, as cheap as Black flesh.

For a long time now, many Black leaders have re-
mained silent on this issue for fear of playing into the
hands of men of bad faith who use every Black misdeed
to malign all Blacks. But the facts and figures cited in
this issue have nothing at all to do with the social char-
acteristics of Black people. We are not now, and we
have never been, more criminal than other groups: we
are simply exposed more often to environments that have
produced high levels of social frustration and social dis-
order in all groups. It is instructive in this connection to
consider the words of Stanley Feldstein and Lawrence
Costello (The Ordeal of Assimilation). “"Throughout the

19th century, a high percentage of paupers in American
cities were foreign-born. Moreover, since there was a
close relationship between poverty and crime, it was not
surprising that a high incidence of crime existed in immi-
grant neighborhoods. The notorious Five Points of New
York City was an area of heavy lrish concentration. In
1860, when haif of the city’s population was foreign-
born, about 80 percent of those convicted of crimes
were immigrants.”

Considering the abnormally high levels of Black un-
employment and the inhumane social conditions forced
on most Blacks, it is not at all unusual that some Black
individuals turn to crime. What is unusual under the
circumstances, and worthy of long th>ought, is that most
Blacks of all ages and social conditions are decent, law-
abiding people. : .

This special issue is dedicated to the overwhelming
majority of Blacks, who are the victims, not the perpe-
trators of Biack on Black crime. And it is addressed
primarily to the perpetrators of crime who are, more often
than not, victims of their own crimes and of a society that
condemns them to lives of frustration and rage and emp-
tiness. Beyond all that, it contains a message for forces
and persdons outside the Black community who are ul-
timately responsible for perpetuating intolerable social
conditions that are clear and present dangers not only to
Black America but also to White America.

It is against that background, and with that under-
standing, that we present this special issue, which is
divided into three sections. The first section deals with
five major consequences of Black on Black Crime. The
second section presents seven major causes. The third
section tells what we—vyou and | and all Americans of
good will—-must do to staunch the flowing blood of the
Dream. ’
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