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FIRST DRAFT (WG) 

9-1-80 
11:35 a.m. 

PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMAP.KS 

Phi lade lph i a is proud to be known as c ~ t ~ e i : h : ;.::~s _· . i.J. ,+: ~ 
I think all of them must be here today. ~~~~ "+'.',i;i':"~;.i.., 

It is fitting that we should meet -•~•P ade world- ~ 
f$ famous by "Rocky.'' They symbolize determination, hope, a 

_____;Si P " C , ~ .,-:Mc 
a dream . .Re:ek }Z:-4-i:+Fa.'!E l j_Z::Z r e ~i-z-e--~ Y e ar tt . Patil I t ti 1 I I e 

~c -b-i~~--p~*iITi d-o f 7tta-e-;r;:~½ 1 ! 8 t:l-1 e I. z 10 @ g hn mi\ e-f 

fiE~ dream:;1tr ~ etter America1 c.,A() ~56-(e/ S~~..U-- 1ftt.S ,,VttfbeA{/Jt!f>. 

You a ion 

e of your 

ngton. You 

ing y our hopes and a 

job. You want a 

Jimmy Carte r 

~ 

,.-•ilfll!l~~-~~"t"':i2!11•ili· lli'a been saying: " can ' t '' . 
. L/1<.t:. 1r 19 ~ t-~ ,HAAI M<s w~ttM"-

fer , the ilacelphia, 

. I see and 
r 
eighborho 

/' 
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pledge 



-2-

o e out ...,, 
In 80Aone ou every 

I I u 1' t41,C G \'f'/ j 
~ In 1776,Athe Founders gave us a 

e IJ( in the past four years I Jimmy Carter 

Indifference --

of I ependence ~WctS 

icans was years of £. or 

e Americans · s 65 or /er. -
Declaration of Independence,, 

s1 lftf'ffl.4/6- fJ1FFlh,lll . Ht:,'l ti-(ut.v !!;J 
has given usfa Declaration of 

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness anc. peace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 
f€0Pt:E ~ '3 <IME.S AS 

Inflation running at 18 peree11L iR Eight millionAout of work. 

tH"! 
1

~~ rs t5qu1r (~ISo/t~·~rn. Black unemployment at about 14 percent, 

higher than any single year since the government began keeping 

separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history. 
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~hrot1gh his . iriflation he has raised laxes on the Amer.t"ca11 p9opl@ 

~ 30 percent while their teal income has risen only 20 p erce fi-4;.... 

He prorni~ed he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen upon 
y I fl API .LJ.ff~flJ ll. _ ,. I\ 

~rU\rnericans Avl,,,,- .,,,r'#/11( c;,~¥flUt,r;TE IJ,. u"J> /11.VC1f -r ~ 'iJ()t1,, 0111e Ypvl!. c~pvreY 
/ v--rJ I'\ 'DYU~~ te l,lfrY-l/,u, PE.tlvD r~ & .A/UH8e,e ;:::,1-1,;," 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) 

victims of the Carter Declaration of In~ifference. 

They are tragic 

0Vf Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 

pot Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 

) 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement 

" check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home , . . -.:11: L 

~ s1 .;_r:LeW:::::;dx.e s s~ r.r-~:7~-' -- ~ •• " 

ill '(;;at's what Jimmy Carter thought 
l /I 7Kt bll~IJ> 

of inflation when it was below 

five per cent, 'vM-ia t i does he expect us to 
- - ·-e eqi.c,~ 

think of it today, w~.1•1 ~ h 

d f his policies/\ it is in double digits? 
VS I Al r H t..s /IV~ C1MJllP(1ttY Pl!,,J 

~~ Lo wis CW¥£ ~ewe ef <t.he evils of inflation, things are 

twice as bad, three times as bad today. 
___... - vs T' F1t1er A8111r 111111: 

But he ~ Riii C wantS L:o -t:..1.1.-alMal!,,, e+i.at. He doesn't want to talk 

about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

.La l~ ab&ut ,,..iJ,r-i S-\: &6~ because he's ashamed of 

Tble:tH~, w, ~Al) 
But I'm here today to tell you that,\ a new beginning . <Al j •••MU•· 

• __ \ : a - _ ~ arl , e; . y,/\ . , as 

o .- ,1-/ Q l i ~or ~pc i • s on' n 
p /f ~ / 1 

un-aa 

_ m;~::ci:en ~l;:lZJ~. so~~ay-~no·ri n~ ~ n_y_ JJ,..~y 

- ·:, . .-i~-l i td.ing.-me~ ~I}} _ _p_:r;-~ ---1::~-y !--
1f ibN!,,l~ff\llJl"-

As Governor I cared about ~ older citizens i:UJZ&i±PCI Ii& and 
It, 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 
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to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 

and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in 
,.,. fOf.M" 5vl'A1/lTG~ o-F 

California. --".CT'~wffiiilr.J~,.~1,,1 ...... y 1 ",~ AJprr:•",,,,s If~~, 
11 

Pt,Ji,Mtcl' .,t:v0-'l'Je-:~c:~t"-~,..(~l~S_T_::#~..--=-_:_-:-----------
S he has been,'! iZ W .~ e Foster Grandparents programs. ~ IH 1-' 

p~t &-f>,14 brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: those in n e e d , those who can help, and an awful lo t of lov e. 

The e xperience and the tenderness, the lov e and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can b ring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Americans, a proven r e cord of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will ~t#l.;ati«st1 de f end the integrity of the Social Security 

Sy stem..., 1 • 33 ~ Tfl6 f1fl11r,;;11111 ~f 7Hc Et'-lfl/Mlt; t. 'Ff ~, MtU,f/ttJ p~ A:e-'((;'t/S. 
TH,fr 'iYSl'6"'- (.P(t,(.. 8& sre,,;~ AAld ~etr,c&~ -'(,ell) rflfttrtt> cl~"' rcl/#,IA~lff,JJAJ 

--I will see to it that the promises made b y government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of society. ~ I will not tolerate 1 and will 
AU, MY s 't/1£,JJll,"fU -: 

fight with e•rtW.2 fsii • fiil{ a.! !!lfii§ia\t::.!!Af iit • ~ -che inexcusable waste, 
,F 1H-SS«- PR11,;~,.11.r A/l-=-

fraud, and abuse of government programs# l\i.any Aaimed at older PJnericans. 
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C ~J)~~~SCtlO~ 

A May 31, 1979,~Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abuse 
Ptf;6-#.AS 

J!y8_reL --

the report 

figure.' 

accounted for one to t~n percent 
fS i -r .ff~S-

that's t,i!!J to $111() billion. "That 
tvf-JT~ 

noted# ~J"ncluding ~ would give 

~ ;arne r ~ t ~ i;M!a that 

of the federal 

excludes waste," 

a much higher 

ion 

Q f j is waste is not only economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who h ave to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 
9 Jf.(e,'{ KN/w CUffEIS' 7J.(p f§ 71#)( Oit-'-AlS tC~f'o F.Qilfl( ,A_...,I) T'HcY 

squaders tax dollars. A ~£ i t/Oe.D ~ F t-l&~R,µ6- ;fl~ SIIM& Pf,,,{) e~t:"S~8~"r ~&, tr 
C !-AJ'.,. I# N&,t..Pq, Ir e A;1l. fJ& H&LP&IJ ~NI) _, f<Pb N. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money 's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day, I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" /'\AID V JW Le-T's l'~t tf Al tAI nH 711 ~ 7 IJ.i. 

l.J n ft YI/It. M6l-P, w rrH 'II/flt V ,te ' - ~Alf> ( Al eeQ ANO A/ANT H>1'tt-4 1 ,1AII 

01 uir H65tTftfli 7:t? A~k FrJA. 7"'6A1 ,- WE wtc...'- STA'lr' THA-"r iMk. (I.J °SAAJIA-,Y1 f"'Jt1. ~ ,p,M1t 11a 



Mrs. Nancy Reagan first saw a Foster Grandparent Program possibility 

when she visited a hospital as wife of the Governor of California . 

A young handicapped child was under treatment and his grandfather 

was beside h,im for support and strength. Mrs. Reagan's interest in the 

handicapped and retarded child mov<rlthe Foster Grandparent Program into 

a State-wide activity. It spread across to Nevada and was eventually picked 

up and became a national program under ACTION. 

During the present campaign, Mrs. Reagan makes it a special effort to 

visit a Foster Grandparent Program in as many areas as her schedule permits. 
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FIRST DRAFT (WG) 

9-1~80 
11:35 a.m. 

PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMAP.KS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet on these steps, made world­

famous by "Rocky.'' They symbolize determination, hope, a belief in 

a dream. Rocky finally realized that dream. Anc in November the 

people of Philadelphia and of America will see the new beginning of 

their dream for a better America. 

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and dreams. You 

want to have more of your hard-earned money in your pocket and not 

going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national 

defense. 

'°"" To all of thoso eiefflt:tHe.o Ji~ :,)Carte ~ for fourA years, by his 

lack of action, has ~l'l: e,a2 ing . "No, we can't''. 
t.:~o-J 

But you t"'1!EfE~ and I ~rcfeF the spirit of Philadelphia, the 
' ~·'1~ 

spirit of Rocky, and we l\r@ ~8ing Ll!!, say/\ • Yes we can!" 
/} . . )14.J ~ 4 ~,,,., ,,, .. .,.,. _ ' 

ff'ff'tr,'4 We can have a strong America again and we will, s.trrt;i,17g i.M 

I Jidt;.:: Cai J.£:;:7/ if you help us between now and November. 

ere is more to today's gathering than good friends, 

good food, good music and good fellowship. 

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact 

is seen in action. 
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective­

ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders envisioned. 

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United 

States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older 

citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in 

the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 percent, 

higher than any single year since the government began keeping 

separate statistics . . Four straight major deficits run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history. 
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen upon 

older Americans. 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of the Carter Declaration of Incifference. 

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. Bu~ things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 

to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of "No action, No hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is 

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something can be done to insure that the older 

Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away 

by inflation. 

Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and 

hope. 

Working together we can change the government policies and make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed. An elderly-person on a fixed retirement 

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a new dress every year, II 

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

five per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today, when through 

policies it is in double digits? 

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are 

twice as bad, three times as bad today. 

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk 

about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

done to Americans and especially to older Americans. 

He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of 

it. 

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours. 

And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today 

including me, I'm proud to say! 

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 
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to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 

-
and I don't -- I have the e x ample set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The e xperience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security 
1tot ON S,~I< ft,so,,,.. t.-vi\1 /oSt. ~\,,,c.. foe. . S~c.--,:.i, l,~;4-f LIA.a._ 

System. JV 11 , -.L. _L •"7 
r, IA.,.J._ 1 ,, c:::l<>~ C)I'-' y1 ,,,., M'1 l)J?H.,,,Ho.~o"" . 

J --I will see to it that the promises made by government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self- respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will 

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste, 

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans. 
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A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste," 

the report noted, "including it would give a much higher 

figure." 

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted every year by his department. 

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came to an astonishing $10 billion -- and that's 

only from studies of relatively few federal programs. 

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 

squaders tax dollars. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" 



Reagan Bush Committee 
901 South Highland Street, Arlington, Virginia 22204 (703) 685-3400 

1 Sept. Monday / 1605 

TO: Drew Lewie: 

Here is the first drs.ft of the msuper Senior Sunday" speech. 

Prepared by Bill Gavin. 

This will be present by RR on 7 Sept. 

Turn around from you must be by 10 a.m. Tuesday 2 Sept. 

Please have it returned to Bill Gaven/ 2nd floor room 5. 

fub G;t 

Paid for by Reagan Bush Committee. United States Senato~ Paul Laxalt. Chairman. Bay Buchanan. Treasurer. 
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

is fitting that we should meet on these steps, ~ ld-

~m~ by "Ro~ s mbolize det~ a-~ hope, a belief i -
a dream. Rocky finally 7 • ,e d t dream. Anc. in November the 

people of Philadelp-l'l.-i a and of America will 

their dre for a better Arner ~ 

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and d reams. You 

want to have more of your hard-earned money in y our pocket and not 

going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national 

defense. 

To all of these demands Jimmy Carter for four years, by his 

lack of action, has been saying: "No, we can't''. 

But you prefer and I prefer t h e s p irit of Philadelphia, the -
spirit of Rocky, and we're going to say "Yes we can!" 

We can have a strong America again and we will1 starting in 

January of 1981 if you help us between now and November. 

There is more to today's gathering than good friends, 

good food, good music and good fellowship. 

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, t~at compact 

is seen in action. 



-~~ -I- f lfl_ - ~ 

~il.t2w..c. ~~ -~l~~ -
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective­

ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders envisioned. 

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United 

States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older 

citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in the . past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in 

the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 percent, 

higher than any single year since the government began keeping 

separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history. 
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen upon 

older Americans. 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of the Carter Declaration of Incifference. 

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. But- things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 

to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of "No action, No hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is 

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something can be done to insure that the older 

Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away 

by inflation. 

Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and 

hope. 

Working together we can change the government policies and make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed. An elderly- person on a fixed retirement 

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a new dress every year, " 

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was bel?W 

five per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today , when through 

his policies it is in double digits? 

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are 

twice as bad, three times as bad today. 

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk 

about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

done to Americans and especially to older Americans. 

He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of 

it. 

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours. 

And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today 

including me, I'm proud to say! 

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 



-5-

to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 

and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security 

System. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will 

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste, 

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans. 
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A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste," 

the report noted, "including it would give a much higher 

figure." 

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted every year by his department. 

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came to an astonishing $10 billion-~ and that's 

only from studies of relatively few federal programs. 

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 

squaders tax dollars. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" 
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet on these steps, made world­

famous by "Rocky." They s ymbolize determination, hope, a belief in 

. . 1.. ,.-_ SD ca~ ~ 
a dream. Rocky finally realized ~ dream. A R- : R .h; scrnb el ~l ie 

people of Philadelphia and of America ,.22 :::Zlr:eut UIS :f)ez!i&~:: gf 

~ -::CS<ltL.. IJ~:.-_ . ~ N1>1a~ .. L.v ~~ dreamN or a better America~ "?--~ - - • 

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and dreams. You 

want to it!il'more of your hard-earned money in y our pocket and •-.--­

~ ashington. You want a job. You want a strong national 

defense. 

To all of these demands/ Jimmy Carter f1u· fc&I jd&IS , fSJ his 
,-.-. 

1 7 Ja ck sf as t isn , has been saying: "No, we can't''. ;.,t ~ 

But you prefer, and I p~efer) the spirit of Philac.elphia, the 

spirit of Rocky, and we're going to say "Yes we can '!" 

We can have a strong America again and we will1 starting in 

January of 1981 if you help us between now and November. 

There is more to today's gathering than good 

good food, good music and good fellowship. 

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact 

is seen in action. 
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective­

ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders env isioned. 

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United 

States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older 

citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independenc e was 

proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 
·e,vJJ.t 

older. In 1980K one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness an c. peace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broke n promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. ~IL -~t· • 
~ ~~~L~•••l.() 

Eight mil l io1:1 out of work. Inflation running •• csCIIC Ill 
~ .- 0 0 C •·.' .k..:....-1(\ ~ J..&-v-, "-'I_..I ~ o...tJ O • 

~~ e fiu s e ;~a"~ ef 19 ~ . Bla~ unemployment at about 14 percent, 

higher than any single year since the government began keeping 

separate statistics. Four straight major .deficits run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history. 
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America . Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden 

older Americans. 

~~ 
has fallen~ upon 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) 

victims of the Carter Declaration of Incifference. 

They are tragic 

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. But things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact . together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 
--51:!:!!::. ~o-:e- u,..>•• •• Prl-J 

t ~ is rising infl ation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of "No action, No hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by cecisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry away with y ou today it is 

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something ~ be done t ~!nsure that _. oldE:_r -" __ ~,;,,,-.... 
~ ~ .. , ~~ '--' ,.._., ~ -~ 

Americans get the benefits they deserve1r_ · si 1m t see ~ them eaten away 

by inflation~ ... _ ~ -- ~ I _ S ~ J ~'t- ,. ~ ~ r 7"-'io 
Don' 1/\:elieve art r ms ~ 6,i~ ·" ali we Pan do is wait and 

hope. 
I L>-),e C. • 

Working together/ we ~ change the governmen t.) policies . illllia make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourse~f: does the kind of ~aanomi £ , treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed. An elderly- person on a fixed retirement 

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a new dress every year, " 

flli1th:'t. 1 s what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

,.~ :tr,~ W!"" ~ five per cent., f/lf/P at/f es e expe c? us to 
-- ~co e ►◄ t., 

think of it today, when bil: s ugh 

--his policies/\.t is in double digits? - ,_ ... _ 

~~ ·1 f . fl • h " e evi so in atio~ tings are 

t ,r&i CE\~ as bad, t b r 7e 

But he •csn 1 t 

times as bad today o.A ~/,IJ.fAL~/..J,/&-'~ ~""J.~~-wantS be talk 2t tb1 L. He doesn't want to talk • 

about his record . Ee doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

done to Americans and especially to older Americans. 

He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of 

it. +o,~ WA~~l,.4. 
But I'm here today to tell you tha.:S, a new beginning• C#dh B@ GUI?. 

And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today 

including me, I'm proud to say! 

As Governor I ,cared about the older citizens in California and 

did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 
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o more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 
-

and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security 

System. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of societ~ erwill not tolerateJ and will 

fight with Q,,e&I L''o/~2 illy esnaaana the inexcusable waste, 

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans. 
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A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

~ accoun;;.~1 orf z.S"" to ten percent 

~ t -- that's • to - billion. "That 

the report noted,, '~ luding i,~ve 

figure." 

of -.. federal 

excludes waste," 

a much higher 

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted every year by his department . 

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came to an astonishing $i0 billion -- and that's 

only from studies of relatively few federal programs. 

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 

squaders tax dollars. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" 
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet on these steps, made world­

famous by "Rocky.'' They symbolize determination, hope, a belief in 

a dream. Rocky finally realized that dream. Anc. in November the 

people of Philadelphia and of America will see the new b eginning of 

their dream for a better America. 

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and dreams. You 

want to have more of your hard-earned money in your pocket and not 

going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national 

defense. ~ ::£Z 1 q fl.ts1Jff Sq ..a I t ft 69?:t:S e,J),.. 

To all of these demands Jimmy Carter for four years, by his 

lack of action, has been saying: "No, we can't''. 

But you prefer and I prefer the spirit of Philadelphia, the 

spirit of R..Q...cky, and we' re going to say "Yes we can!" 

We can have a strong America again and we will 1 starting in 

January of 1981 if you help us between now and Nov emb er. 

There is more to today's gathering than good friends, 

good food, good music and good fellowship. 

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact 

is seen in action. 
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans wan~ and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-

ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders envisioned. 
~~ 
~ rvnts 81 

I\. 
when he helped shape the Constitution of the United 

_g.l)v-1 ~ 
µ.·s°"~ ,, 

States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia •.S and America's older IJ,~ .. ,o,l ~ 

citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaimed, one ~ of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 one ~ of every nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in 

the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 percent, 

higher than any single year since the government began keeping 

separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history. 



-2A-

Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fal it~ion 
A. 

~ ~ mericans ~ AJ.~ ~ ~ ~ .;~ ~4;/ ~ ~ ~ a. ✓~/ 
U,f:fr~ ,, ~ IYM ,, ~ , U 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of the Carter Declaration of Incifference. 
Ou V""'/~€'1,or! 

,COlder Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 
~r .,✓,:: /}1m,o,'J 

~ Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. But' things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 

to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of "No action, No hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by cecisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today· it is 

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something can be done to insure that the older 

Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away 
,4,oi) ~m"~' ~ <-"a,,-. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ol,U ~ ~ 

by inflation. '?1,;../'7'fl,Uf~ <,i;..-Uz.t r~ ~S'J:u5 ~ jwuk IM.}..,, tJU.,f ~fr 'fu lc:J 
Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and fm 1f5 

!//Sa/,~ 
hope. r.;lj-t-h4 , 

Working together we can change the government policies and make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was say ing four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed. An elderly-person on a fixed retirement 

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a new dress every year, ... " 

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

five per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today , when through 

his policies it is in double digits? 

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are 

twice as bad, three times as bad today. 

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk 

about his record. Ee doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

done to Americans and especially to older Americans. 

He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of 

it. 

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours. 

And this is a special day to bring that message . Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today 

including me, I'm proud to say! 

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 
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to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 
.. 

and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the ,... 

hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security 

System. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans -
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will 

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste, 
l<J'/1,c/.. v,c-/-rn, 't~ 

fraud, and abuse of government programs ,,, m:;rn.y a i mea a ~ older Americans. 
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4J/)r/'..( s-s>~ 
A May 31, 19 79, Joint EceFl.oFRie Comuitt:ee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste," 

the report noted, "including it would give a much higher 

figure." 

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted every year by his department. 

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came to an astonishing $10 billion-~ and that's 

only from studies of relatively few federal programs. 

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 
Jh~ ~ ~ ~& -/«K it;/(OtrS e~/1'1-, /ro-"'1 , tf!u_~ ~ ~ 

squaders tax dollars. --lir-<..c/ 1 /t.Hi;- 111·7 ~ sani-e ol, ~ t. ~ ~~hi«,,/ ~·..! Jt.. h-Rlt~I 
..Ti("~ -I:,-{?_ 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every h~lf"~Clk/ 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of ~~ 
I I ' 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective­

ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders envisioned. 

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United 

States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia's and America's older 

citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in the past four years , Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifferen-12e__to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of 

mind depends on a strong, sound, economy. 

-? lAJJEte'r. 
I am particu larly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3 , 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference. 

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America strong. 

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a 

government to you. 
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