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Cﬂ In l776i}%ﬁé Founders gave us a Declaration of Independences,
SONETHING DIFFERENT. HE's thn.:i-s)
Qafrin the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us;E Declaratiomof

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

--indifference to the worker,

-—indifferehce to the young just starting out, and especially

;—indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of
mind depend on a strong, sound, economy.

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises,
of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten.

pelrLe ~anf 3 Times as
at—tr-pereerrt—if-

Eight millionhout of work. Inflation running

wig  AS Y YEARs As.
t 0. Black unemployment at about 14 percent,
higher than any single year since the government began keeping
separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter
and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the
Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down
to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history.
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Shrough—irrs—iaftation—he—has—ratsed—taxcs on the Ameritvan—peocple >
byp—30—perTent whrite—thetr—reglIncomehas—TTSen only 20 poroesnd.

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income
people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families

the largest single tax increase in history. HEN”LY
Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen upon
You Amd_LTHER N
oG Amerlcansw,ﬁ[ﬁ( CIVNTRIQTED Sp MU T2 Buigows Yool couvtly
(wT? A DIXAsic pPktlin, Peson To BE AMOMBEL g
I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic

victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.

Ovf Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong.

¢k Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises
to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.









to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92
per cent in the lbwest income bracket.

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans
-- and I don't ~— T hawva +ha avamnla cat+ hu Nancv when we were in
California.

She has beer
brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all
Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love.
The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only
older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of
this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through
her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a
federal program as well.

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the
hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment.

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment
to yoﬁr needs. As President

--T will eecgrer—ser] defend the integrity of the Social Security
Syst THE FpowpeTyn oF THE ECtimic LIFE JF MILyws oF AMeRCAS,
7}/’3/;4? - ¢ Be srepoe A0 RECABE 400 PRITELTED vosh A RENM Aonwiry

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every
older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept.

—-T will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance
as productive members of society. & I will not toleratej and will

ALt Uy STREYETH

e
- -

srase” the inexcusable waste,
g€ THESE PRogppus Are

fraud, and abuse of government programs, ﬂnany,qaimed at older Americans.

fight with






Mrs. Nancy Reagan first saw a Foster Grandparent Program possibility
when she visited a hospital as wife of the Governor of California.

A young handicapped child was under treatment and his grandfather
was beside him for support and strength. Mrs. Reagan's interest in the
handicapped and retarded child movq‘the Foster Grandparent Program into
a State-wide activity. It spread across to Nevada and was eventually picked
up and became a national program under ACTION.

During the present campaign, Mrs. Reagan makes it a special effort to

visit a Foster Grandparent Program in as many areas as her schedule permits.






In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its
independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that
older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-
ness and responsiveness froﬁ government that the Founders envisioned.

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United
States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older
citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values.

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or
older. 1In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over.

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence;
in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of
Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

--indifference to the worker,

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially

—;indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of
mind depend on a strong, sound, economy.

The Cérter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises,
of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten.

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in
the first quarter of 1980.» Black unemployment at about 14 percent,
higher than any single year since the government began keeping
separate statistics. . Four straight major deficits run up by Carter
and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the
Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down
to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history.
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people
by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent.
He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income
people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families
the largest single tax increase in history.

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen. upon
older Americans.

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done
to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic
victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong.

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises
to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.



In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions
eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the
Carter administration.

This is the way things-are. But® things don't have to be this
way .

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family
and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together --
this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end
to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter
approach of "No action, No hope, No record."”

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way.
Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions -- bad decisions,
unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done

about high taxes. Something can be done to insure that the older
Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away
by inflation.

Don't believe the Carter message that éll we can do is wait and
hope.

Working together we can change the government policies and make
them responsive to our values and to our goals.

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the
inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation
rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back
over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years?



If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under

Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago.

976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that
r lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement

k buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't

a new dress every year, o

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below

per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today, when through

oolicies it is in double digits?

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are

a2 as bad, three times as bad today.

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk
about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have
done to Americans and especially to older Americans.

He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of
it.

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours.

And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as
Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging
to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as
"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea.
That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother
of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today
-~ including me, I'm proud to say!

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and

I did sOmething about theilr problems:

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid
and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens,

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level



to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92
per cent in the lowest income bracket.

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans

-— and I don't -~ I have the example set by Nancy when we were in
California.
She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all
Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love.
The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only
older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of
this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through
her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a
fedefal program as well.

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the
hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment.

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment
to your needs. As President

—--I will protect and defend the intearitv nf the Sncial Securitv

. e .- - ...t to every
older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept.

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance
as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste,

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans.



A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report
cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud
and abuse accounted fof one to ten percent of the federal
budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste,"
the report noted, "including it would give a much higher

figure."

The same report said that fraud, abuse énd waste in
HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4
billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion

was wasted every year by his department.

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month
period came to an astonishing $10 billion -- and that's

only from studies of relatively few federal programs.

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it
is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch
every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government
squaders tax dollars.

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every
pénny'and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of
taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions!

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's
the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans
want to see once more in government.

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in
that great spirit:

"Yes, we can.
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods.

T +think al1ll1l nf +hem must he here todav.

IOU WantT 1NIidTlOIll TO STUP Killilng your loypes dlla uLedils. You
want to have more of your hard-earned money in your pocket and not
going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national
defense.

To all of these demands Jimmy Carter for four years, by his
wanphssem® lack of action, has been saying: "No, we can't".

Bﬁt you prefer and I prefer the spirit of Philadelph
enirit+ nf Rockv. and we're éoing to say "Yes we can!"

we can nave a strong America again and we will,start
January of 1981 if you help us between now and November.

There is msemmglessss more to today's gathering than good friends,
good food, good music and good fellowship.

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and
neighborhood.

I see-a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a
pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake
of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact

is seen 1n action.






In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its
independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that
older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-
ness and responsiveness froﬁ government that the Founders envisioned.

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United
States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older
citizens: faith in this country; belief in its wvalues.

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or
older. 1In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over.

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence;
in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of
Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

--indifference to the worker,

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially

—;indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of
mind depend on a strong, sound, economy.

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises,
of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten.

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in
the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 percent,
higher than any single year since the government began keeping
separate statistics. Four straigh£ major deficits run up by Carter
and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the
Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down
to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history.
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people
by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent.
He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income
people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families
the largest single tax increase in history.

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen. upon
older Americans.

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic

victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong.

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises
to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.



In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions
eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the
Carter administration.

This is the way things'are. But- things don't have to be this
way.

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family
and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together --
this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end
to this rising inflation, insensitive governmenf and the Carter
approach of "No action, No hope, No record."”

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way.
Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions -- bad decisions,
unnecessary decisions -~ made in the White House and in Congress. If

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done

about high taxes. Something can be done to insure that the older
Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away
by inflation.

Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and
hope.

Working together we can change the government policies and make
them responsive to our values and to our goals.

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the
inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation
rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back
over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years?



If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago.

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that
their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement
check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't
buy a new dress every year, ..."

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below

five per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today, when through

his policies it is in double digits?

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are
twice as bad, three times as bad today.

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk
about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have
done to Americans and especially to older Americans.

He doesn't want to talk about his record becauée he's ashamed of
it.

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours.
And this is a special day'to bring that message. Seven years ago, as
Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging
to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as
"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea.
That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother
of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today
-- including me, I'm proud to say!

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and

I did something about their problems:

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid
and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens,

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level



to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92
per cent in the lbwest income bracket.

And in case I need anyAreminder of what we owe to older Americans
-— and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in
California.

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It
brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all
Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love.
The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only
older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of
this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through
her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a
federal program as well.

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the
hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment.

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment
to your needs. As President

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security
System. |

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every
older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept.

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance
as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will
fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste,

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans.



A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report
cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud
and abuse accounted fof one to ten percent of the federal
budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste,"
the report noted, "including it would give a much higher

figure.”

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in
HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4
billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion

was wasted every year by his department.

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month
period came to an astonishing $10 billion -~ and that's

only from studies of relatively few federal programs.

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it
is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch
every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government
squaders tax dollars.

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every
penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of
taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions!

™ ='s the Spiri£ I'm going to bring to Washington. That's
the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans
want to see once more in government.

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in
that great spirit:

"Yes, we can!"









In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its
independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that
older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-
ness and responsiveness froﬁ government that the Founders envisioned.

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United
States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older
citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values.

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, one ~u+ ~f every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or
older. 1In 198 ut of every nine Americans is 65 or over.

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence;
in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of
Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

--indifference to the worker,

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially

—;indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of
mind depend on a strong, sound, economy.

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises,

Af camrad +ricte akhandanAad an A Fmemem L -

ninc

at about 14 percent,
higher than any single year since the government began keeping
separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter
and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the
Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down
to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history.
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people
by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent.
He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income
people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families
the largest single tax increase in history.

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fal
older Americans.

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done
to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testihony before the Pension Subcommittee
0of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic
victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong.

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises
to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.



In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions
eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the
Carter administration.

This is the way things.are. But’thingé don't have to be this
way.

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family
and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together --
thie enirit {F wwe ios- offective political action can put an end

insensitive government and the Carter
approach of "No action, No hope, No record."

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity

to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way.
Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions -- bad decisions,
unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done

about high taxes.
Americans get the
by inflation

Don' ¢
hope.

Working togethe ve —-— change the governmen »>olicie:
them responsive to our values and to our goals.

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the
inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation
rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back
over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of treatment

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years?
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under

Mr. Carter, let me gquote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago.

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that

their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't

buv a new dress everv wvanr "

about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his policies have
done to Americans and especially to older Americans.
He doesn't want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of
it.
But I'm here today to tell you
his is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as
nor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging
serve and honor this day, tﬁe first Sunday éfter Labor Day, as
dparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea.
nust go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother
fteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today
zluding me, I'm proud to say!
As Governor I cared about the older citizens ih California and
something about their problems:
approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid
ovided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens,

g from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level



bre than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92

tent in the lowest income bracket.

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans

-— and I don't ~- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in
California.
She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all
Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love.
The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only
older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of
this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through
her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a
federal program as well.

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and the
hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment.

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment
to your needs. As President

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security
System.

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every
older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept.

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance
as product: ot tolerat ind will
fight with the inexcusable waste,

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans.



31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report

:ice Department estimate that deliberate fraud

wcou T to ten percent of federal
at’! 17114 A "mkat excludes waste,"
ote e a much higher

e report said that fraud, abuse and waste in
HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4
billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion

was wasted every year by his department.

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month
period came to an astonishing $10 billion —-- and that's

only from studies of relatively few federal programs.

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it
is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch
every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government
squaders tax dollars.

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every
penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of
taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions!

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's
the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans
want to see once more in government.

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in
that great spirit:

n

"Yes, we can.
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS

Philadelphia is proud éo be known as city of neighborhoods.
I think all of them must be here today.

It is fitting that we should meet on these steps, made world-
famous by "Rocky." They symbolize determination, hope, a belief in
a dream. Rocky finally realized that dream. And in November the
people of Philadelphia and»df America will see the new beginning of
their dream for a better America.

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and dreams. You
want to have more of your hard-earned money in your pocket and not
going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national
defense.

To all of these demands Jimmy Carter for four years, by his
wegemem lack of action, has been saying: "No, we can't".

Bﬁt you prefer and I prefer the spirit of Philadelphia, the
spirit of ~--ky, and we're éoing to say "Yes we can!”

We can have a strong America agaiﬂ and we will,starting in
January of 1981 if you help us between now and November.

There is eesssswiess more to today's gathering than good friends,
good food, good music and good fellowship. |

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and
neighborhood. |

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a
pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake

- of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact

is seen in action.



In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its
independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that
older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-
ness and resvoonsiveness froﬁ government that the Founders e oo

81 when he helped shape the Constitution of ti
States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia and America's
citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values.

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, one of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or
older. 1In 1980 one of every nine Americans is 65 or over.

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence;
in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of
Indifference ~-

~-indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

—-indifference to the worker,

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially

—;indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of
mind depend on a strong, sound, economy.

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises,
of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten.

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent in
the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 percent,
higher‘than any single year since the government began keeping
separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up by Carter
and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the
Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down
to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity falling

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history.
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people
by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent.
He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income
people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on American families
the largest sin~'~ +~v irncrasca in hiatary
Directly a
nericans

I am particuj_ar.Ly aware OL WwildlTL Tlle carLiler PLUircices nave wuwne

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic

victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.
mericans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong. ]
imericans want a government that will keep its promises

to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.



In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions
eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the
Carter administration.

This is the way things-are. But® things don't have to be this
way. |

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family
and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together --
this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end
to this rising inflation, inéensitive government and the Carter
approach of "No action, No hope, No record."”

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity
to control -- although Jimmy Carter certainly makes it seem that way.

Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions -- bad decisions,
unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If
there is one message I want you to carry»away with you today it is

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done

about high taxes. Something\gag be done to insure that the older
Americans get +he hanafita thev deaesrve withont seeina them eaten awav
by inflation.

Don't be!:
hope.

Working together we can change the government policies and make
them responsive to our values and to our goals.

We know it can be done. When Presidenf Ford left office the
inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation
rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back
over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years?



If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago.

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that
their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement
check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's ownvhome, can't
buy a new dress every year, ..."

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below

five per cent, what does he expect us to think of it today, when through

his policies it is in double digits?

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are
twice as bad, three times as bad today.

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk
about his record. FHe doesn't want to talk about what his policies have
done to Americans and especially to older Americans.

He doesn’'t want to talk about his record because he's ashamed of
it.

But I'm here today to tell you that a new beginning can be ours.
And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as
Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging
to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as
"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea.
That must go to Mrs. Marion McQuade of West Virginia, a grandmother
of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today
- includiné me, I'm proud to say!

As Governor I cared about the older citizens inh California and
I did something about their problems:

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid
and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens

?

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level



to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92
‘per cent in the lowest income bracket.

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans

-- and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in
California.
She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all
Americans: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love.
The experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only
older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of
this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and through
her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is part of a
federal program as well.

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the neecd =nd the
hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment.

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment
to your needs. As President

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security
System.

~-I will see to it that the promises made by government to every
older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept.

--I will institute »~=1' tax reforms that can help older Americans
retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance
as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will
fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste,

fraud, and abuse of government programs older Americans.



A May 31, 1979, : report
cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud
and abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal
budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste,"
the report noted, "including it would give a much higher

figure.”

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in
HEW's programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4
billion. Jimmy Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare estimated a few years ago that at least $7 billion

was wasted every year by his department.

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month
period came to an astonishing $10 billion -~ and that's

only from studies of relatively few federal programs.

All of this waste is not only economically unacceptable, it
is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch
every penny, to scrin T Tt oA T s s Sedeennd s naemmnn -
squaders tax dollars.

I say it's time
penny and older Ameri
taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions!

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's
the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans
want to see once more in government.

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in

th=at+ ~ran+ aeniri+t-.
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its
independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that
older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective-
ness and responsiveness from government that the Founders envisioned.

Ben was 81 when he helped shape the Constitution of the United
States. That's the spirit of Philadelphia's and America's older
citizens: faith in this country; belief in its values.

In 1776 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of age or
older. 1In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or over.

In 1776, the Founders gave us a Declaration of Independence;
in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given us a Declaration of
Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner,

—--indifference to the worker,

--indifference to the young just starting out, and especially

-—-indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace of

mind depends on a strong, sound, economy.

1 am particultarly aware of what the Carter pblicies have done
to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in
America today. (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic
victims of the Carter Declaration of Indifference.

Older Americans are an important, vital part of the community
that makes America strong.

Older Americans want a government that will keep its promises
to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge such a

government to you.











