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" MAY 231983

lis. Jo Elaze Regan
Literary Agent

1123 South Orange Grove
Pasadena, California 91105

Dear Ms. Regans

Your letter and enclosures dated aApril 15 addressed to the
Vhite House concerning the whereabouts of Dr. John V. Raede has
~been forwarded to this office for replv.

Since Dr. Raede's disappearance on June 6 the Department of
State has been working very closely with the American Embassy in
Jakarta and the American Consulate in Medan to assure that all
possikble acticons are taken tc resclve the disappearance of Dr. Raede.
Cur Consul in Medan has Lkeen in constant contact with high level
Indonesian officiels regarding this incident, There have beenr a
nunber of search missions conducted by the Indonesian authorities,
thus far without success.

The Department of State fully understands the stress being
experienced by the Raede family. Officers from the Citizeuns Emergency
Center have been in continuous contact with the Raede familv and their
attorney to share with them status reports as they are received from
our posts in Irdonesia. 1 can assure vou that we will continue to
feollow this situation closelv and will provide all possible assistance
tc the family of Dr. PRaede,

Sircerely,

Ann Swift
Acting Director
Citizens Emergency Center
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THE WHTITE HOUSE OFFTICE

REFERRAL

MAY 5, 1983
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 141715
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 15, 1983
TO: HELENE VON DAMM

FROM: MS. JO BLAZE REGAN
LITERARY AGENT
1123 SOUTH ORANGE GROVE AVENUE
PASADENA CA 91105

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES LETTER FROM JULIE MASER, REQUESTING
HELP IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE DISAPPERANCE
OF HER FATHER, PROFESSOR JOHN RAIDE IN
INDONESIA

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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April 15, 1983 g ﬂ)1“7]~%

Ms. Helene von Demn

Chief Assistant and Head of Personnel
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Near Helene vnAn Nemn Ay dc i+ Madama Amhacrcadan.

Vrie wsreds o Ly ToCopcLialty 1> wile, udiifd.

Dear Helene, whatever 1ight you can cast regarding Dr.
Raede's mysterious disappearance or whatever current infor-
mation you can obtain will be rendering a great humanitarian
service to a suffering family.

Phil and I continue to watch, listen and wonder in awe of
what keeps our President going. You certainly know that he
pos~~-ses a unique Power radiated to him undoubtedly from
the  gher Power.

Thank you for taking time out to read this request.
With warm regards.

CinmranvaTy and ~na+ .77,

P.S. Julie Ighter of Dr. Raede, is a technician at the
Pasadena Clinic Lab and her deep concern over her father's
welfare is indeed very touching .
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7. IN SEPARATE MEETING, COLONEL KQESNADI, THE NEW KOREM COMMANDER
IN BUKITTINGGI REPLACING COLONEL ALI GENO, TOLD CONOFF THAT HE HAD
REVIEWED PREVIQUS SAR EFFORTS AND WwOULD BE UNDERTAKING ADDITIONAL
EFFORTS AS NEEDED, BUT ON MUCH LESS INTENSIVE SCALE GIVEN OTHER
PRIORITIES FOR HIS COMMAND., CONOFF SUGGESTED THAT SOME OF THE MOKRE
OBVIOUS AREAS, SUCH AS THE CANYON IN BUKITTINGGI, MIGHT BE CHECKED
CAGAIN, PARTICULARLY AREAS BELOW VIEWPOINTSE ANO THE ILLEGAL GARBAGE

DUMPS, CR. RUBLE AND SON INVESTIGATED ONE EUCRK AREA AND FOUND A
SWAMPY AREA LITTERED WITH GARBAGE AND HAD SFECULATED THAT a BODY v
COoULD BE .

DISPOSED OF DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS EASILY IN SUCH AREAS

LOCATED NEAR THE ROAD. WHEN THIS WAESE SUGGESTED INDONESIAN OFFICIALS :
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT DR. RAEDE. WAS LAST SEEN LEAVING HIS HOTEL DURING

DAYLIGHT HOURS ALLEGEDLY HEADRING FOR MANINJAU LAKE. COLONEL

KOESNADI MADE NO COMMITMENT TO SEARCH ANY SPECIFIC AREA, 8UT

APPEARED TO TAKE NOTE OF THE SUGGESTIONS.

8. CONOFF IMPRESSION WAS THAT DESPITE THE TIME LAPSE IN THIS CASE
INDONESIAN OFFICIALS IN PADANG AND BUKITTINGGI WERE SERIOUS IN THEIR
EFFORTS, WERE WELL VERSED IN THE FEwW FACTS AVAILABLE IN THE CASE AND
WERE OPEN TO ANY NEW FACTS OR SUGGESTIONS. WORTHY OF NOTE AND NOT
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IS THE FACT CITEC BY DR. RUBLE THAT THE MILITARY
AND POLICE RIVALRY IN BUKITTINGGI, WHILE PERHAPS AT TIMES LEADING YO
A LACK OF SHARING OF INFORMATION, HAD THE POSITIVE BENEFIT OF
PROVIDING A COMPETITIVE EDGE TO THEIR EFFORTS. THE FACT THAT CONOFF
ADDED THE POLICE COMMANDER TO LIST OF OFFICIALS TO VISIT WAS NOTED AND
APPRECIATED BY THE POLICE. CONOFF EXPRESSED THE THANKS OF CCGNSULATE AND
EMEASEY FOR PREVIOUS AND ONGQOING EFFCRTS TO ALL GQOI OFFICIALS wHO
WERE HELPFUL, RESPONSIVE AND SYMPATHETIC TO MRS. RAEDE’S DESIRE TO
LEARN THE FATE OF HER HUSEAND

S. CONOFF VISIT TO MANINJAU LAKE SERVED TO UNRERSCORE THE

DIFFICULTY OF SAR EFFORTSE IN WESTERN SUMATRA. A TRAIL REPCRTEDLY
CIRCLES THE LAKE WwWHICH CAN BE WALKED IN TWwWO DAYS. WHILE THE SOUTHERN
PORTION OF THE LAKE EDGE HAD VILLAGES AND FARM LAND, THE EASTERN AND
NORTHERN SHORES ARE FORESTED WITH SPARCE HUMAN HABITATION AND
CONSIDERABLE WILDLIFE, LAKE MANINJAU IS ONLY ONE OF SEVERAL SUCH
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS WITHIN A DAY' S JOURNEY OF BUKITTINGGI WHICH

WERE SUBJECT OF PREVIOUS SAR EFFORTS.

HERBERT

i.
ki
i.
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£.6. 12356: N/

TAGS: CASC [RAEDE, JOHH U,)

SUBJECT: /W JOHN W. RAEDE - LATEST DEVELOPHENTS
REFS: A1 MZDAN B083; Bl JAKARTA 18642

I. SUSMARY: CONOFF TRAVELLED TO PADAKG/BUKITTINGG! BETWEEN 18 AKD 21
JAKUAZY TO REVIEW WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS STATUS OF THE EFFORTS TO

LOCATE TEE HISSING PROFESSOR JOHN W. RAEDE. IN-PADANG MEETINGS MERE
HELD WiTH THE GOVERNOR OF WEST SUHATRA, AINAR ANAS, KODAM 1i{ (ARMY)
CRIEF OF STAFF, COLONEL ALi GENO, AND KODAK {11 (POLICE} CHIEF OF
STAFF, COLONEL SYARIFUDDIK TANTOND. IK BUKITTINGG), COHOFF HET

MITH THI MAYOR OF BUKITTIHGG!, ORS, OEMAR GAFAR, KOREM COMMANDER,
COLONEL KOESNADI, KOOIH COMMANDER, LT. COLOMWEL -ARIFENDI, AND DANRES
{POLICEH COMHAKDER, COLOKNEL MOHAMMED ZEIN. CONOFF ALSO VISITED LAKE
HANTLIAUSREA FOR TERRAIN APPRECIATION ARD MEY WITH HEMBERS OF THE
BAPTIST MiSSION 1N BUKITTIRGG! TO SOLICIT THEIR VIEWS AND IMPRESS{ONS
PRIOE TO MEETING WiTH BUKITTINGGI -OFFICIALS. ALL HEETIRGS WITH
GOVERKNEKT CFFICIALS WERE ARRANGED BY THE GOVERNOR'S PROTOCOL OFF JCE,
CONGFF“S IMPRESSION AFTER VISIT WAS THAT IHDONESIAN OFFICIALS IN PADANG
ARD BURITTIMGG! WERE WELL VERSED IN ALL ASPECTS OF THE CASE AND WERE
SERIOUS t¥ THEIR EFFORTS TQ SEE THE MATTER RESOLVED., END SUNMARY.

2. GOVERNOR AIWAR ANAS SET TONE FOR COOPERATIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE
SERIES €7 MEETIKGS BY POINTING QUY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF IMDONESIA
{5015 ¥42 NGT CALLED OFF SEARCH AND THAT SEARCH EFFORTS WDULD CONTINUE
HE POINTEC OUT. THE DIFFICULTIEL OF SEARCH IN RUGGED SUMATRA TERRAIN
ANG KGTED THAT EVEN THE PIPER ALTEC LOST N MORTH SUNATRA (SEE REFTEL
B) ViTh GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ABOARD ‘HAD NOT YET BEER FOUND. ME
ROTED THAT VICE PRESIDENT ADAN MALIK HAD TAKEN PERSONAL INTEREST.
KE SAIS 1K VIEW OF THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND THE 60I,
" EYERYTHIKG POSSIBLE WAS BEING DONE. HE CALLED ATTENTION TO THE
KUMERDUS EFFORTS ALREADY UNDERTAKEMN.
. IE L SIPJRATE NIETING WITH THE RODAN iii GhIiEF 6 STAFT, CULINLL
BL1 GEXD ECHOED THE GOVERHOR’S SENTIMEKTS AND SA!D EFFORTS WOULD
. GENTIKUE, BUT NOTED THAT OVER 40 GEARCHES WERE UNDERTAKEM WHILE HE .
WAS N COMHMAND OF KOREM 32 IN BUKITTINGG! BUT, HE WAS SORRY TO SAY, .
WITH KG RESULTS, COLOMEL GENG MENTIOHED THAT HE PERSONALLY LED
OME SEARCH WHIGH LASTED 24 STRAIGHT HOURS. {CONGFF SENSED COLONEL
GEHO, AS A PROFESSIONAL HILITARY MAN, WOULD HAVE LIKED NOTHING BETTER
THAN TO HAVE SUCCEEDED IN HiS MISSION OF LOCATING OR. RAEDE AND WAS
GENUINELY SORRY MOT TO HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL), GOLDNEL GENO SAID HE
NAS SORRY THAT KIS CDHNAND DID NOT GET WORD OF DR, RAEDE'S
DISAFPEARANCE
EARLIER, BUT NOTED (RS 0D VIRTUALLY ALL THE OTHER GO} OFFiCIALS)
THAT HE GOULD NOT UNDERSTAND OR. RAEDE’S CHOICE OF HOTELS, THE
SINGGALANG, A SHALL AMD SHABBY HOTEL NOT AT ALL COMMENSURATE WITH
DR. RAEBE’S STATUS. )

4. THE POLICE COMMANDER IN PADANG COLONEL SYAR FUDDIN TANTONO,

SAID THE QMGQING INVESTIGATION HAD FAILED TO TURN UP NEW RESULTS.

I¥ RESPCHSE TO CONOFF GUESTIONS HE SAID AN £C:UAL CRIMINAL
IKVESTIGATION HAD NOT BEEN UNDERTAKEN AS THERZ WAS-NO PROOF OF

FOUL PLAY AMD THE POLICE INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN COMFINED YO

CBTAIHING THE FACTS, AND N THIS EFFORT POLICZ {NFORMANTS HAD BEEN .
QUERIED. HE SAID THE POLICE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND SAID THAT

s4z)artment of State

S, 1H BUKITTINGGE,

| IDENTIFASLE PHOTO OF EITHER THE DRIVER OR THE LICENSE NUNBER OF THE |
" VEKICLE.

AN TO SEARCH AGAIN THE AREAS BELOW THE CLIFFS K BUKITTINGGI CITY

*6, CONDFF SCHEDULED AN AD KOC MEETING WiTH COLOHEL MORAMMED ZEIN,

*RAEDE HAD IN FACT BEEN IMVESTIGATED ik THE “CONTEXT" OF A CRIMINAL
© TYPE IRVESTIGATION.

© OPEKING OKTO A SHMALL COURTYARD WITH COMMON TOILET AND BATHIKG

RAEDE’S PHCTOGRAPHS AND POLIGE INVESTIGATION OF DHIVERS OF PUBLIC

-POSSIBILITIES EXISTED: EITHER DR. RAEDE HAD GOTTEN LOST AMD BEEN

© THE- POSSIBILITY OF #IS HAVING GOTTEN LOST OR HAVING HAD AN ACCIDENT

INCOIING
TELEGRAM

THE POLICE WISH TO PROTECT TOURISTS 4N §NDONESIA.

COHOFF MET WITH BAPTIST HISSIONARIES DR. -
APRLEVHITE AND DR, RUBLE.

PHOTOS TAKEN BY DR. RAEDE WHICH WERE RECOVERED FROM #1S LUGGAGE AT ;
THE SIKGGALAND KOTEL. CONOFF CAN GONFIRM THAT THE PHOTO OF THE
DRIVER CHAKGING THE TIRE OF THE-OPLET BUS-DOES WOT PROVIDE AN

DR. RUBLE.SUGGESTED POLICE BE URGED TO CHECK POSSIBILITY
THAT DR, RAEDE WAS VICTIM OF CRIME COMMITTED BY & FELLOW TOURIST

CANYOK WHERE GARBAGE IS -ILLEGALLY DUMPED BY RESIDENTS. HE SUGGESTED
POLICE WIGHT CHECK THE REGISTER FOR FORE!GN GUESTS STAYING AT
SINGGALANG AT SANE TIME AND THE PASSENGER L1ST, iF SUCH A-RECORD EVER
EXISTED, OF & BUS APPEARING IN DR. RAEDE‘S PHOTOS WHICH MAY HAVE

'I‘EH BUS BY WAiCH 03, RAEDE TRAVELLED YO iUESW!HGG!.

JHE BUKITTINGGI PO{ICE COMMANDER AT HIS HQS TO RAISE QUESTIONS
SUGGESTED IN PARAGRAPH 5. (COLONEL ZEIN SAID THAT THE CASE OF DR.

THE WOTEL STAFF MERE ALL INTERROGATED &S
SUSPECTS, BUT NO EVIDENRCE OF FOUL PLAY WAS TURNED UP. KE SAID THE
POLIGE DID"NOT ‘BELIEVE DR. RAEDE HAD BEEN THE VICTIN OF A CRINE BY
A-FELLOV TOURISY ARRIVING WiTH DR, RAEDE OR STAYING AT THE SANE

HOTEL BECAUSE FROM THE SEPARATE INTERROGATIONS OF THE HOTEL STAFF T .
VAS LEARHED THAT DR. RAEDE WAS ALWAYS ALONE, WAS MEVER Vi$ITED BY
OTHER GUESTS OR 8Y CUTSICERS, MALE OR FEMALE, AND THAT DR. RAEDE
ALWAYS WENT UUT ALOKL. (COMOFF COHMENT: THE HOTEL 1§ A SHALL ONE
STOREY GUEST HOUSE WiTH ROONS, WiTH BARRED WINDOWS WITHOUT GLASS,

FACILITY WHICH ADJOINS A "LOBBY/OFFICE™). COLOKEL [EIN HENTIONED

OTHER INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS UMDERTAKEN THUS FAR WITHOUT RESULTS WHICH | -

INGLUDED CHECKS WITH LOCAL, GAGIONAL AND NATIONAL BANKS REGARDING
DR..RAEDE’S TRAVELLERS CHECKS (MEGATIVE REPLIES WERE RECEIVED),
INVESTIGATION OF THE INHABITANTS APPEARING IN SCEMES SHOWN i OR.

TRAXSPORTATION VEMICLES IN AREA. GOLONEL ZEIN REVIIMED THE PHOTOS -
VITE CONOFF POINTING OUT, AS DID DR. RUBLE, THAT DR." RAEDE HAS TWIGE
VISITEG BATU SANGKAR AND THAT POLICE HAD CONDUCTED CHEGKS OF THE
INHASITANTS APPEARING IN THE PHOTOS. HE HENTIONED .YHAT POLICE HAD
CHECKED TG GETERMINE WHETMER OR. RAEDE’S AIRLINE TICKET HAD BEEM
USED OR GASHED IN, WiTH NEGATIVE RESULTS. COLOHEL ZEIN SRID THAT, &S
IT KAD APPARENTLY BEEN OR. RAEDE'S INTENTION YO TRAVEL TO JAVA
FOLLOWING KIS STAY AT BUKITTINGGI, ALL FORMS OF TRANSPGRTATION YO
JAYA HAD BEEW CHECKED FOR INFORNATIGK RSGREDING DR. RAEDE. ME SALD
THC Fwt POTekiialL &F imt FOLIGE IRVESTIGATIVE ASSETS IN .
BUKITTINGG! WAS BEING USED AMD THE POLICE FELT THAT ONE OF TwO

THE VICTIN OF AN ACCIDENT WHILE TRAVELLING ALOME, OR WE MAD BEEW
THE VICTIN OF A CRtME. MHE SAID THAT THE POLICE IN BUXITTINGG! WOULD
CONTIRUE THEIR IHVESTIGATION INTG THE POSSIBILITY GF A CRINE AND THAT

WAS MOKE PROPERLY THE PROVINGE OF THE HILITARY WITH THEIR SEARCH AND
RESCUZ {SAR} "CAPABILITY. HE SAID THE POLICE AND MILITARY WOULD
‘MORK TG CONTINUE :BOTH SAR AND CRIMINAL {NVESTIGATION PROCEDURES,

BUT REGRETTED 'NO MEY |KFORMATION.

THEY PROVIDED SOME USEFUL QUESTIONS TO POSE |
TG LOCAL OFFICIALS AND CONOFF HAD OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW FIRST HARD . |

-
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9241
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
W WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
January 10, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL

Executive Secretary

Department of State
SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Rep. Lowry, et al

- Timor (8339272) (U)

We have reviewed proposed response and decided it should be
answered by the Department directly without a reply from the
President.

The timing of your response after the departure of Senators
Hatfield and Eagleton from Jakarta is approved.

Robert M mmltt
Executive Secretary

—CONFIDENTIAL- .
CLASSIFIED BY: STATE ‘_GBNH-BENH—A{:
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR
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January 6, 1984

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENTS

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT

FROM: DICK CHILDRESS QEL_/

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Rep. Lowry, et al
-—- Timor

Recommend you forward the memorandum at Tab I to Hill.

Approve : Disapprove

ond, € r, C. zoncur.
Attachments
Tab I Memorandum for Kimmitt Signature to Charles Hill
Tab II State Memorandum dated 12/30/83 with attachments
cc: W. Raymond

P. Sommer

C. Lehman

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENTS










 CONEIDENTIAL

has caused widespread privation. We have expressed to the
Indonesian Government our hope that the fighting will be kept
at the minimum level necessary to insure the safety and
security of the population at large, and we have reason to
believe that the Indonesian forces, in conducting their
operations, are attempting to minimize the impact of the
fighting on non-combatants. The Indonesian Armed Forces
Commander in a Christmas Day message reiterated an offer of
humane treatment to any Fretilin who voluntarily gave up their
armed struggle. An earlier Indonesian Government offer of

amnesty to surrendering insurgents also remains in effect.

The Administration joins you in applauding the activities
in East Timor of the International Committee of the Red Cross
[ICRC], the United Nations International Children's Emergency
Fund [UNICEF ] and Catholic Relief Services [CRS ], which have
contributed importantly to the welfare of the people of East
Timor. As you are aware, the United States through USAID funds
CRS' East Timor project, and we also contribute significantly

to the ICRC effort there.

We have expressed to the appropriate Indonesian authorities

our hope that, when security conditions permit, representatives

.~CONELDENTIAL




LONELDENTIAT-

of all three involved international organizations as well as
other responsible observers be given all necessary access to
East Timor to conduct and monitor their own programs and other
developments of legitimate international interest. At this
point, the ICRC has access to Dili, East Timor's capital, for
tracing and repatriation activities, and to Atauro Island for
health and nutrition programs. Resumed access to other parts
of East Timor for protection and possible relief activities is
currently under discussion with the Indonesian Government.
UNICEF has had recent access to Dili, and CRS enjoys routine
access to the Western part of the territory, where its project

site is located.

In this context, I would emphasize that all of the involved
international organizations, while adhering to the principles
which guide their activities worldwide, have operated with the
concurrence of the Indonesian Government, which we believe
plans to continue giving major emphasis to economic and social

development in East Timor.
I hope that this information will be of value to you and

LONEIDENTIAT




your colleagues. If the Department can be of any additional
help to you on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact

me.

Sincerely,

W. Tapley Bennett, Jr.
Assistant Secretary

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

ONFIDE







NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 8309241
REFERRAL DATE: 22 DEC 83
MEMORANDUM FOR. STATE SECRETARIAT 8333272
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TQO: PRESIDENT
SOURCE. LOWRY, MIKE
DATE: 15 DEC 83
KEYWORDS: EAST TIMOR HUMAN RIGHTS
CO PORTUGAL
$SUBJ: LTR TO PRES FM REP LOWRY & COLLEAGUES RE HUMAN RIGHTS FORMER

G ——— A A S T T M e MmN e s Seia e T S v e em M eae M e e e G GvR My i e S e e A JED e RS e S G0m S EmE M NN e e e e e e S AR R

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

DUEDATE:

COMMENTS .

it Aok

FOR ROBERT! M. KIMMITT

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

/¢&Qé/\5765ifzf /Z/E;?/é%s
eV ) =






!?ﬁ

R o
£ o

,/’;‘/j/’ /"i \5

FA

aomo, . E 3
December 15, 1983
The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are disturbed over the intensifying tragedy in the largely
Roman Catholic territory of East Timor, the former Portuguese
colony invaded by Indonesia in late 1975. Like Afghanistan, East
Timor is the scene of massive violations of human rights and wide-
spread human suffering. Although your scheduled November visit
to Indonesia has been postponed, we believe it is crucial that the
Timor tragedy be accorded serious attention in diplomatic contacts
between the United States and the Indonesian leadership in the
weeks and months ahead.

Let us state at the outset that we are keenly aware of the
strategic importance of Indonesia and the need for continued good
relations between our two nations. Nevertheless, we are sending
this letter against the background of a widely-reported major
Indonesian military offensive against Timorese resistance that may
have devastating consequences for the entire population of East
Timor. The Timorese have barely recovered from the disastrous
famine of 1978-1980 and the military offensive of 1981, which
caused a reported 2,000 deaths--partially attributable to a forced
march of tens of thousands of Timorese villagers.

In August of this year, Indonesian Armed Forces Commander
General Benny Murdani stated that there would be "no mercy" for
those in Bast Timor who continue to actively resist Indonesian rule.
The latest offensive comes at a time when the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been denied unrestricted access
to East Timor. This is especially distressing in view of ICRC's
traditional role as protector of populations beset by war. In the
case of East Timor, ICRC has provided the only meaningful neutral
Observers.

Your Administration deserves to be commended for its generous
financial contributions to ICRC's worldwide programs, greater than
those of previous Administrations. In view of your Administration’'s



The President
-2-
December 15, 1983

strong support of ICRC, we believe that you will be concerned over
ICRC's absence from East Timor during a period when its presence

is of critical importance. We hope you will agree that ICRC should
have immediate access to all areas of East Timor in order to con-
duct unencumbered surveys of the food and medical situations; to
visit all prisons in the territory under ICRC's guidelines which
call for private meetings with detainees; to provide general
protection to the population in ways that ICRC seems appropriate;
and both to continue and to expand its efforts in the area of
family reunification. On this last point, we commend the Indo-
nesians for the measurable progress that has been made in 1983.
However, a number of individuals who have been waiting for years to
leave East Timor continue to need special assistance.

The absence of ICRC becomes even more disquieting in light of
a September report by Amnesty International which stated that the
Indonesian military has systematically tortured and summarily exe-
cuted many prisoners in East Timor since 1975. The report noted
that a secret military manual even provides torture instructions
for the Indonesian Army. In addition, a report received through
church sources in September described a recent massacre of 200 East
Timorese villagers by Indonesian troops. It should be recalled
that these developments are occurring in a territory where, by most
credible accounts, more than 100,000 people had perished by 1980
from the combined effects of the Indonesian invasion.

Taken as a whole, these recent developments are particularly
tragic in view of the Indonesian-initiated negotiations and cease-
fire with the Timorese independence movement, Fretilin, that took
place only a few months ago. We believe that only through a re-
sumption of such negotiations can there be a lasting, equitable
settlement of this conflict. We think that it is in the long-term
international interests of Indonesia to pursue such a settlement,
and we urge you to advocate this course of action. During the
past vear, two of our allies with a longstanding interest in East
Timor, Portugal and Australia, have expressed their concern about
d-—-elopments in the territory and have indicated their willingness
tu participate in initiatives concerning the well-being of the
Timorese people. We hope you will work with Portugal and Australia
to develop creative policies to address the underlying causes of
the ongoing human suffering in East Timor.

We realize that there are many other important matters in the
U. S.-Indonesian relations. However, it is our sense that the
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fate of East Timor is at a critical juncture. We respectfully

urge you to add the suffering of the people of East Timor to
America's foreign policy agenda. Constructive diplomacy could pre-
vent further bloodshed and misery in East Timor.

Sincerely,
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