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SUBJECT: Recent Actions in Response to Escalation of 
I ran-Iraq War 

Attached FYI are some actions taken thus far in response to 
escalation of the Iran-Iraq war. 
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BOB DOLE 
.. • : ltANS-'S 

1lnittd ~tatt.5 ~matt 
OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 17, 1986 

The Honorable Dave Durenberger, Chairman 
The Ho~orable Patrick Leahy, Vice Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 
SH-211, Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave and Pat: 

--- '-

Your Committee has moved thoroughly and expeditiously to 
uncover many of the salient facts of the Iran arms sale 
controversy. In doing so, especially in this extended 
period before a special investigating committee could be 
formed and begin its work, you have performed an important 
service to the Senate. 

It would be very useful to share with the rest of the 
Congress, and provide to the public, as much as possible of 
the information you have uncovered, consistent with the 
requirements of our national security. Release of this 
information would help the special investigating committee 
we are forming focus its own probe, and it will give the 
public a much clearer perspective, now, on what happened and 
how it could have happened. 

As you wind up your hearings, I urge you to review the 
full record of your investigation; determine what 
information you have gathered needs to remain confidential; 
and immediately release all other information to the 
Congress and the public. 

BD:alm 

~erely 

~ 

yours, 

BOB DOLE 
Majority Leader 

.. 
.... 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

FROM: PAT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1986 

CHIEF OF STAFF 

BUCHAN@ 

........ .. 

TR 

Bill Bennett called, said he has been told by Larry's Shop not to 
spea on Iran ate, which I think is a mistake. My advice to 
Bennett as been -- and would be -- to tell him to iterate the 
fundamental point: No matter what you think of arms to Iran, 
this has been a tremendous President who is under attack and he 
needs our support. Bennett is smart enough to stay completely 
away from the arcane details of Contragate, etc. Suggest we let 
him go and see how well he does. I think he'll do fine. 



MEMORANDUM TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

From Pat Buchanan v 
l!ill Be.fnnett called, said he has been told by Larry' s\hop 

not to speak on Irangate, which I think is a mistake. My advice to 
~ l~M~ 

Be4 eVt has been---and would be---to tell him to b 1 4e fundamental 

point: No matter what you think of arms to Iran, this has been a 

tremendous President who is under attack and heJ-'needs our support. 
Act~ 

Beennet is smart enough to stay completely away from theVdetails 

of Contragate, etc. Suggest we let him go and see how well he does. 

I think he'll do fine. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

NOff~1W DTR 
January 24, 1987 

DONALD T. REGAN: 

FYI -- was sent to Camp David 
on Saturday (directly by NSC 
but they gave "us" this copy). 

G 

David L. Chew 

Please return to Chew. This 
is original for Presidential 
recoras. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1986 

DONALD T. REGAN: 

Dick would like to brief the President 
on the latest round of Iran numbers. 
He has the charts that show t he 
improving trend since last Saturday. 

He would be readv✓ as early as Friday. 

Yes, Friday 

Yes, sometime 

No 

\ 

~llUtb 
David Chew 
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United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

Ms. Nazenin Ansari, Representative 
Young Constitutional Monarchists 

of Iran 
Post Office Box 9403 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Dear Ms. Ansari: 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan 
concerning the transfer of U.S. arms to Iran. 

As President Reagan has explained, the Persian Gulf region 
is important to the United States, and to many of our allies as 
well, for a variety of strategic, economic, and political rea- ,· 
sons. A quarter of the free world's oil flows through the Per- -
sian Gulf, and it is vital that Western access to that oil con­
tinues. The region is also a strategic focal point for the 
Soviet Union. The Soviets have long sought to expand their 
presence and control in the area, and the United States has an 
important stake in denying the Soviets the opportunity for such 
an expansion. The long, destructive war between Iran and Iraq 
also threatens the stability of the area. 

In view of these conditions, the United States engaged in 
an effort to establish contacts with certain groups within the 
Iranian leadership to explore the possibility of forging a new 
and better relationship. This was done in order to encourage 
negotiations to end the war in the Gulf, prevent Soviet expan­
sionism, end Iranian support for international terrorism, and 
effect the safe return of all hostages from Lebanon. 

At a certain point, the U.S. Government was requested to 
furnish military materiel to Iran as a demonstration of our 
good faith and the seriousness with which we viewed contact 
with Iran. The President authorized shipment of a limited 
quantity of defensive arms to Iran after examiiing the issue. 
He realized the risks involved in giving this positive signal 
to Iran. However, the initiative did not have the outcome that 
was hoped for, in spite of the soundness of our goals. 
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Current American policy toward Iran has been clearly 
stated by Secretary Shultz. In testimony before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee on December 8, he said: 

"No further arms shipment will be made to Iran 
by the United States, and we will exert all our influ­
ence to discourage arms sales to Iran by others. The 
reason is that it is Iran which refuses to end the Gulf 
War, and it is the capability of Iran to continue the 
war that we must address. Iran cannot expect a better 
relationship with us until it acts to end the war, 
ceases its support for terrorism, and uses its influ­
ence with those who hold our hostages to achieve their 
freedom." 

I am sending the enclosed material in the belief that you~~ 
will find it of interest. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

George B. Hi 
Senior Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Public Affairs 
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OF IRAN 
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WASHINGTON DC 20016 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES SENDING ARMS TO IRAN IN EXCHANGE FOR 
HOSTAGES 

8636104 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERS IGNED AT 456-7486. 
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V CUNG CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHISTS OF IRAN 
P.O. BOX 9403, WASHINGTON. D .C. 200 16 

(202) 362-7088 863610 4 

Monday, November 10, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington o.c. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Has America given in to terrorism? Are those responsible for 
the deaths of Americans in the Middle East being rewarded? 
Has the leader of the free world abandoned his ideal of 
expanding freedom and democracy all over the world? Have we, 
the seekers of freedom, justice, and democracy in Iran been 
spurned? 

For the past eight years Iranians have been suffering and 
bleeding. Our cultural heritage has been destroyed and our 
national honor has been damaged. It is time that our pain 
and suffering came to an end. 

As you may be aware, during the past year or so a rapidly 
growing Iranian resistance movement has been operating 
successfully. This movement-- nurtured by the principles of 
life, liberty, and democracy which are engrained in our 
Constitution of 1906-- intends to provide a prosperous future 
for our people and our nation, and a safe and stable 
environment for the international community. 

It is evident that the Islamic Republic is disintegrating 
internally and externally. This fanatically evil regime is 
in its most vulnerable state of existence. The further 
release of Iranian assets and weapons to the hands of the 
vengeful mullahs will only intensify our nation's state of 
agony and the insecurity of the entire region, by prolonging 
their fanatic evil rule. 

\\

Mr.President, criminals should be punished not rewarded. We 
Iranians pray for the safe release of your hostages and our 
countrymen from the claws of tyranny and terror, generated by 

, \ the Islamic Republic. 
I 

In this most unhappy period in the history of our nation, we 



' . ' ' 

V OUNG CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHISTS OF IRAN 
P.O. BOX 9403, WASHINGTON, D .C . 2001fi 

(202) 3fi2-7088 

8636104 

too believe in the pursuit of happiness. This can not be 
achieved if the United States compromises with the most 
brutal and inhuman regime of our time. 

~~~ 
Naz~in Ansari (Ms) 
Representative 
Young Constitutional Monarchists of Iran 
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Mr. Nihad Hamed 
Secretary General 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Federation of Islamic Associations 
in the U.S. and Canada, Inc. 

25351 Five Mile Road 
Redford TWP, Michigan 48239 

Dear Mr. Hamed: 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan 
concerning the transfer of U.S. arms to Iran. 

As President Reagan has explained, the Persian Gulf region· 
is important to the United States, and to many of our allies as 
well, for a variety of strategic, economic, and political rea­
sons. A quarter of the free world's oil flows through the Per­
sian Gulf, and it is vital that Western access to that oil con­
tinues. The region is also a strategic focal point for the 
Soviet Union. The Soviets have long sought to expand their 
presence and control in the area, and the United States has an 
important stake in denying the Soviets the opportunity for such 
an expansion. The long, destructive war between Iran and Iraq 
also threatens the stability of the area. 

In view of these conditions, the United States engaged in 
an effort to establish contacts with certain groups within the 
Iranian leadership to explore the possibility of forging a new 
and better relationship. This was done in order to encourage 
negotiations to end the war in the Gulf, prevent Soviet expan­
sionism, end Iranian support for international terrorism, and 
effect the safe return of all hostages from Lebanon. 

At a certain point, the U.S. Government was requested to 
furnish military materiel to Iran as a demonstration of our 
good faith and the seriousness with which we viewed contact 
with Iran. The President authorized shipment of a limited 
quantity of defensive arms to Iran after examining the issue. 
He realized the risks involved in giving this positive signal 
to Iran. However, the initiative did not have the outcome that 
was hoped for, in spite of the soundness of our goals. 
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Current American policy toward Iran has been clearly 
stated by Secretary Shultz. In testimony before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee on December 8, he said: 

"No further arms shipment will be made to Iran 
by the United States, and we will exert all our influ­
ence to discourage arms sales to Iran by others. The 
reason is that it is Iran which refuses to end the Gulf 
War, and it is the capability of Iran to continue the 
war that we must address. Iran cannot expect a better 
relationship with us until it acts to end the war, 
ceases its support for terrorism, and uses its influ­
ence with those who hold our hostages to achieve their 
freedom." 

Sincerely yours, 

George B. Hig 
Senior Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Public Affairs 
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SECRETARY GENERAL 

NIHAD HAMED 
FEDERATION OF ISLAMIC ASSOCIATIONS 

IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, INC. 

THE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 25351 FIVE MILE ROAD, REDFORD TWP., MICHIGAN 48239, U.S.A. 
TELEPHONE: (313) 535-0014 • (313) 535-0015 TELEX: 234064 CABLE: F.I.A. INC. 

November 6, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington D.C . 

The shady terrorist arms deal with Iran puts our President, admi­
nistration and country in a very bad situation. 

Your ill-advised action is the most regretable and most flagrant 
action to known norm of international and ehtical laws. 

The arms you sent to the Khomeini regime is a stab in the back to 
all our allies in the Middle East and in Europe, and a perpetua­
tion of this senseless war that Iran insists on carrying on, and 
is against our national interests. 

We are calling on you to redress this grave, flagrant mistake and 
respect the honor and protect the far-reaching interests of our 
country in the Middle East. 

Sincerely, 

Seer 

NH:ak 
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United States 
. • -lnfGrmation 

- ~ AQency 

Washington, D. C 20547 

Dear John: 

Office of the Director 

November 10~ 1986 

As a great friend and supporter of the Voice of America I thought you would be 
interested to learn that we have received reliable reports that Iran's 
Ayatollah Khomeini is a regular VOA listener. Dilip Hiro, a well-respected 
expert on Iran, was told by close Khomeini associates that the Ayatollah 
Khomeini carries a radio during his evening walks to listen to VOA. 

Vice Admiral John M. Poindexter 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

USIA 



United States 
• Information 
Agency 

Washington, D.C 20547 

Dear Mr. President: 

Office of the Director 

November 10, 1986 

As a great friend and supporter of the Voice of America I thought you would be 
interested to learn that we have received reliable reports that Iran's 
Ayatollah Khomeini is a regular VOA listener. Dilip Hiro~ a well-respected 
expert on Iran, was told by close Khomeini associates that the Ayatollah 
Khomeini carries a radio during his evening walks to listen to VOA. 

The President 
The White House 

Wick 

USIA 
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United States 
Information 
Agency 

Washington, D.C 20547 

Office of the Director 

November 10, 1986 
USIA 

lj(/(/91 ~ 

Coo7/ 

Dear Don: 

As a great friend and supporter of the Voice of America I thought you would be 
interested to learn that we have received reliable reports that Iran's 
Ayatollah Khomeini is a regular VOA listener. Dilip Hiro, a well-respected 
expert on Iran, was told by close Khomeini associates that the Ayatollah 
Khomeini carries a radio during his evening walks to listen to VOA. 

The Honorable 
Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff and 

Assistant to the President 
The White House 

S ncerely, 

NOTED BY DTR 

. L 

Wick 
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United States 
Information 
Agency 

Washington, D. C 20547 

Dear Pat: 

Office of the Director 

November 10, 1986 

As a great friend and supporter of the Voice of America I thought you would be 
interested to learn that we have received reliable reports that Iran's 
Ayatollah Khomeini is a regular VOA listener. Dilip Hiro, a well-respected 
expert on Iran, was told by close Khomeini associates that the Ayatollah 
Khomeini carries a radio during his evening walks to listen to VOA. 

The Honorable 
Patrick J. Buchanan 
Assistant to the President and 

Director of Communications 
The White House 

Charles z . Wick 
Director 

USIA 



December lO, 1986 

Dear Clark: 

Thank you very much for your mailgra.'Il and 
generous words. I must confess this whole 
affair strikes me as a little strange. When , 
as a result of our own investigation (by the 
Attorney General), we discovered the thing about 
extra money supposedly transferred to the contras, 
I ,ent before the press and told them everything 
we had uncovered. Now , for going on three weeks, 
they have worked ha.rd to build a case that r•m 
covering something up. I don•t know one d--n 
thing more than r told them and am waiting 
myself to find out who did what and when. I'm 
rooting for the Special Counsel I asked for. 

I don't know if I can live up to Josiah Hollands 
poem, but I 1m going to try. 

Again , thanks, and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Clark Mollenhoff 
805 McM.ath Circle 
Lexington , Virginia 24450 

RR:AVH:pps 

RR Dictation 

RON 

861212 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON ---
December 9, 1986 

PATSY SKIDMORE: 

Could you type up drafts for 
the attached and return them 
to my office. Thank you. 

vC/ 
David L. Chew 

~ 6olL ;JtN'"1 

1;:;P-tA~ 



THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

December 10, 1986 

Dear Clark: 

Thank you very much for your mailgram and 
generous words. I must confess this whole 
affair strikes me as a l ittle strange. When, 
as a result of our own investigation (by the 
Attorney General), we discovered the thing about 
extra money supposedly transferred to the Contras, 
I went before the press and told them everything 
we had uncovered. Now, for going on three weeks, 
they have worked hard to build a case that I'm 
covering something up. I don't know one d--n 
thing more than I told them and am waiting 
myself to find out who did what and when. I'm 
rooting for the Special Counsel I asked for. 

I don't know if I can live up to Josiah Hollands 
poem, but I'm going to try. 

Again, thanks, and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

RON 

Mr. Clark Mollenhoff 
805 McMath Circle 
Lexington, Virginia 24450 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1986 

PETER WALLISON: 

Would you please have the 
attached letters, which 
were written by the President, 
reviewed for accuracy and 
legal content. I would 
like to return these to 
the President by close of 
business today. Thanks. 

David Chew 
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CLARl<MOLLENHOFF 
805 MCMATH c;RCL! 
LEXINGTON VA 24"50 o,AM 

1•00U105SJJq t2J09/8• ICS !PMMTZZ CSP WM$B 
1034&347~~ MGM8 TOMT LtXINGTON VA 382 t!•OS o,lJA EST 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
CARE KAT-MV OSBORNE SECRET.RV 
WMITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON OC •20SOO 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT VOUR WELCOME TELEPMONE CALL THE OlMER CAY WAS 
APPREC%AT£0, ANO I WAS PLEASED TO NOTE jNO APP~AU0 ¥OUR ·RiCENT PUBLIC 
COMMENT THAT VOU HAVE ~NEV'R CONS10EREO f USING ANO JEXECUTIV£ 
PRtVILEGE l CLAIM RELATIVE TO TM! IRAN MATTER, 

THE AMERCIAN PEOPLE HAVE AN UNCERSTANOING OF TME NEED FOR SECRECY FOR 
GENUINE MILITARY SECURITY OR S!NS?T%.V! -~OR!IG ~ POL!C~ CONSIDERATIO NS , 
BUT THE TERM {EXECUTIVE PRtVILIGE) I I A Reo , F~AC WJT~ I %MPL~CATIDN 
WITH COVE~UP THERE OUR R!S~ONS%9L! "F!OE~AL 8U~G!S WHO CAN 0!tI0E 
ENCWCSEO CHAMBERS TH! LEGIT?MACV OF .CLA%~$ · OF M?L?TARV SECURITY OR 
SENSITIVE FOREIGN RELATIONS ·CONSI0EFUTION 1 

YOUR EARLY ASSURA~CES o, A FULL ACCOµNTABIL!T I¥ IS ONLY ONE OF THE 
IMPORTA~T FACTORS TM•f 0?ST?NIWISH!$ THE IRAN ~ATT£R FROM 
WATERGATE,VOUR PRESENT ORDEAL XS NO' UNLI~! TM£ ORO!AL THAT ERNEST 
FITtGERALD HAS SEEN FORCED TO W!ATMER IN ,tGHTlNG AGAINST CORRUP TIO N 
ANO ~ISMANAGEMENT IN ~IL?TARY WEAFONS PROCUREMENT OVER THE LAST 15 
YEARS, 

MR ~?TiGERALO, AN HONEST AND OPTIMISTIC IRISHMAN, MAS :SURVIVED AND 
eONTINUE0 TO FIGHT AGAINST TM! PENTAGON BUREAUCRACY BECAUSE Hts HEART 
IS PURE•HE HAS HAO NOTMING TO HIDE, 

IF ¥OU CONT?NUE ON THE PRESENT FORTHRIGHT PATTERN, l AM SUR! TMAT YOU 
TOO WILL SURVIVE ANO PROS~tR, I HAVE NO COUBT TMAT TME L?VES OF T~E 
HOSTAGES IN YOUR MINO WAS WORTI-I 'TM£ TEM~ORARIL¥ POLlTlCA C ·PROBLfMS tT 
HAS CAUSE FOR YOU 'EVEN AS THOSE OF L!S$E~ FAITH 1MAVE WAVERED 
CONSIOERIBLV, 

YOUR DEEP CONCERN FOR 'THE HOSTAGES IS A MANIFESTATION OF THE WARM AND 
HUMAN -mUANILtTIES THAT HAV! MAC! VOU A -0~ULAR PRl$l0!NT EVEN WITH 
THOSE WHO OI8AGR!E WITH VOU FROM ' TIME TO TIME, S!NATOR IRVIN HAD A 
FAVORITE POEM BV JOSIAH MOLLANO THAT SEEMS APPLICABLE1 

GOO ;GivE US MEN,,, 
A TtME LIKE TMIS DEMANDS 
STRONG MINOS, GREAT HEARTS, 

TRUE F•ITH, AND REAOV MANOS, 

MEN WHOM TME LUST OF OFF'?C! • •• 
TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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WesternM • I ®; ~ - ~ 
Union al gram ~ ~ ~ • 

DOES NOT l<lLLf 
MEN WHO ·PROCESS O"lNIONS 

AND TM! WILi. i 
MEN WHO 'HAVE HONOR i 

MEN WHO WILL NOT LIE, 

• • • • 4t 111 • 

IF VCU CONTINUE ON THE ,oRTHRlGHT PATH TMIS ~OULO 8£ YOUR 'INEST HO UR 
AS LONG AS YOU AR! STRAtGHT, YOU ARE GA~AHACt ~HIS STRENGTH WAS AS 
THE STRENGTM OF 10 BECAUS~ HI$ HlART WAS PURE, * 

BEST WISHES FOR 'THE NEXT ·a YEARS~ THEV CAN BE THE ee:sr, 
CLARK R MO~LENHOFF 201 R!l0 MALL WASHfNGTON ANC LEi UNIVERSITY 
LE)(tNCTON VA 

0~132 EST 

MGMCOMP 

I 
-·--·- I 

I ----T 
I 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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/ 80 5 ~C MATH CIRCLE 
LEXI~GT O~ VA 24450 20AM 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
KATHY OSBOR NE, SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT 
WHI TE HOLJSE 
WASH INGTON DC 20500 

AS T~E A~THOR OF "TEACHER" A POEM YOU HAVE QUOTED ON A NUMBER OF 
OCCASIONS, I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT THERE ARE MANY OF US OUT HERE 
wHO SUPPCRT YOU AND fIND YOUR EXPLANATIO~ OF THE !RANIA ELIS.LO~~ TO 
BE REASO~AB LE AND WELL ARTICULATED DISPITE THE CONFUSIONS CREATED BY 

(_ HOST ILE UNPROrESSIONAL PRESS QUESTIONS A~D REPORTS, 

THERE IS NO EVIDE NCE THAT YOUR MOTIVES WERE OTHER THAN THE HIGHEST 
( , AND FOM THE MO ST MERITORIOUS OBJECTIVES••TRYING TO ACHIEVE A WORKING 

RELATIONSHIP WITH SO~E FACTION IN IRAN A~D POSSIBLY FREEING HOSTAGES 
HELD IN LEBANON, IN THE LONG RUN I BELIEVE THAT WHEN YOUR MOTIVATIONS 

( : ARE PURE THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE A~ERICAN PEOPLE WILL REACT IN 
A POSITIVE MANNE R, LORD TENNYSON REMINDS US OF THE STRENGTH OF PURE 
MOT IVATIONS IN HIS DE~CRIPTION OF SIR GALLAHADI "HIS STRENGTM WAS AS 

( THE STRE~GTH OF TEN, BECAUSE HIS HEART WAS PURE," 

YOURS ~AS A COURAGEOUS DECISION TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
CO NT~OVERS IAL GAMBLES IN THE IRANIAN MATTER, AND TO DEFEND THE SERIES 
OF DECISIONS AS BEING RIGHT EVEN AS THE PRESS EXPOSED THE SECRET 
tfFORT A~D FA NN ED THE FLAMES OF CONTROVERSY, 

wH ILE THER E IS ROOM FOR ~tASONABLE JOR EVEN UNREASONABLE) DIFFERENCES 
OF OPINION ON THOSE DECISIONS, NONE OF YOUR CRITICS MAVE PRODUCED ANY 

( fVID~ NCE OF YOUR MOTIVES BEING OTHER THA~ THE HIGHEST, I HAVE FAITH 
THAT IN THE LONG RUN, THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE A~ERICAN PEOPLE WILL 
BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THIS DISPITE HOSTILE PRESS REPORTS, WHILE I 

( BE LIEVE VERY MU CH IN THE RIGHT OF THE FREE PRESS TO QUESTION 
G O V E f1 t~ t1 E ~ T DE C I S I ON S , I B E L I E VE T H A T T RUE PRO f E S S I O N A L S C A N M A N A GE 
THIS QUEST IONNI NG WITHOUT THE OPENLY HOSTILE AND LOADED RHETORIC THAT 
DUMI~ATED THE WEDNESDAY PRESS CONFERENCES, I WAS REASSURED IN ~y 
BELIEF OF THE CO~ MON SENSE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHEN SOME VIEWERS, 
~HO IDE NTIFIED TMEMSELVES AS DEMOCRATS, REACTED WITH SHARP CRITICISM 
OF T~E RARRA GE OF OBVIOUSLY HOSTILE QUESTIONS , 

I AM SUR E THAT YOUiLL FIND SOLACE AND REASSURANCE, AS I HAVE ON MANY 
OCC ASIO NS I N RUD YARD KIPLING'S POEM "JFM, THE FIRST FOUR LINES ARE 
USUALLY t. NOUGH s 

"I F YOU CAN KE EP YOUR MEAD ~~t.N ALL ABOUT YOU 
ARE LOS I ~G T~EIRS AND BLAMING IT ON YOU, 
IF YCU CA N TRUS T YO UR SELF ~H EN ALL MEN DCUBT YOU, 
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BUT ~AKE ALLO WANCE FOR THEIR DOUBTING TOO,,," 

whILE I ~AVE BEE~, ANO PROBABLY WILL CONTINUE TO BE A PERSISTENT 
CRITIC OF PE NTAGON PROCUREMENT MISMANAGE,-.ENT, I W~NT TO ASSURE YOU MY 
BEST WIS~ES FOR SUCCESS IN YOUR LAST TWO YEARS AS PRESIDENT, 

IT IS OUR COUNTRY ANO YOU ARE THE PRESIDENT WHO HAS ~ADE IT POSSIBLE 
0 FOR AMERICA NS TO EXPRESS PATRIOTIC SENTI,-.ENTS wITHOUT MAKING 

AP OLCGIES, THAT ~AS A ~ONU~ENTAL ACHIEVE,-.ENT, ~ITH WAR MEST REGARDS, 

0 

( 

C 

C 

( • 

C 

CLA RK R ~OLLENHOFF 
WAS HI NGTCN & LEE UNIVERSITY 
LEXIt\GTO~ VA 

P,S, ~y ~IFE, JA~E, JOINS ME IN THIS HEARTFELT MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 
THt T WE ~OPE WILL IN SO ME WAY OFF SET CURRENT CRITICISM, 

I 

00:3e EST 

MGl-' CC MP 

( 

( 

( 
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/~ 
At the Administration's own initiative, Congressional£..G~~C-/~ 
leadership and other appropriate members have been contacted 
by Admiral Poindexter. 

Admiral Poindexter explained that appropriate congressional 
committees will be briefed in full later, but at present the 
very sensitive nature of the channels being used prevent us 
from providing details. The welfare of the hostages , as 
well as our efforts to free them would be jeopardized if 
what we told Congress were to become public. 

We will not comment on the Pincus/ Hoffman story further 
than to note that it contains errors of fact and inference, 
e.g.: 

Admiral Poindexter did not concede "a 
miscalculation", nor does he or anyone involved believe 
there has been any miscalculation. 

-- Nothing has been done for the purpose of 
circumventing Congress. 

-- All appropriate agencies were involved in the 
efforts to free the hostages. 

-- There has been no mention of a trip to Tehran by an 
envoy. 
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