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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1986 

Dear Representative Walberg: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your kind 
letter of support concerning the Iran situation. I know how much 
the President appreciates your patriotism and words of 
encouragement. 

Please be assured that your comments will be shared with the 
President, and I know he will appreciate your support during this 
time. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to send your important 
message. If I can be of any assistance in the future on other 
matters, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

K. Kae Rairdin 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Timothy L. Walberg 
Member of the House of Representatives 

of the State of Michigan 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909-7514 



TIMOTHY L. WALBERG 
FORTI ETH DISTRICT 

STATE CAPITOL 

P.O. BOX 30014 

LANSING , MICHIGAN 48909-7514 

(5 17) 373-1706 

December 5, 1986 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 

The Honor able Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear President Reagan: 

ASSISTANT MINORITY WHIP 
CO MMITTEES . 

EDUCATION 

AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY 

CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION & 

W OMEN'S RIG HTS 

CONSUMERS 

Hang in there and go for it! Let the politicians and media 
keep on with their games playing. But you ke~fL QfL9Pll19~.W!:1a t 
is best fo:r: t h,t s countJ~, .what you have been doing . I'm 
behind you and so are the vast majority in th i s land .. . and you 
know it! 

Ma~S:_Q.Ytage-¥ou...to-impleme~ciL.as ... Y,Q.\1-.£;2,l) __ qt:,~.tQ~. 
Re29_!;_t_J?.Y th WQ1:Jtlngw.Gro.up- .on-tl:le--Fam-.i-1¥,,- chairgg_b ,:Q.~ ry 
Ba.~er. The proposals in that report will have a gr eat er impact 
on the future of this great country than any other program or 
initiative. I applaud you for havi ng t he courage to al low Dr . 

)Bauer's group to publish their report. 

Sincerely, 

8~~47 
State Representative 

~ 6 
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Dear Sam: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

ifi-h 9'51 
, lL;a?/ 

~ •• .,,t:Ji?,LJCJ.ff 

I am deeply grateful for your sincere letter 
of encouragement. While some may not agree 
with the actions I authorized with regard to 
Iran, I am certain that most agree with our 
policy goals: to end the war in the Middle 
East, to prevent Soviet expansionism, to halt 
terrorism and to gain the release of our 
American hostages. 

It is heartening to receive a word of support 
when so many seem to offer only criticism. 
Thank you very much. 

Nancy joins me in wishing you and your family 
all the best at this very special time of 
year. 

The Honorable Samuel L. 
170 Burning Tree Drive 
Naples, Florida 33942 

RNED TO 
REVIEWED 

Sincerely, 



Dear Sam: 

I am deeply grateful for your sincere letter 
of encouragement. Wbile some may not agree 
with the actions I authorized with regard to 
Iran, I am certain that most agree with our 
policy goals: to end the war in the Middle 
East, to prevent Soviet expansionism, to halt 
terrorism and to gain the release of our 
American hostages. 

It is heartening to receive a word of support 
when so many seem to offer only criticism. 
Thank you very much. 

Nancy joins me in wishing you and your family 
all the best at this very special time of 
year. 

The Honorable Samuel L. Devine 
170 Burning Tree Drive 
Naples, Florida 33942 

RWR:WLB:AMK:KRJ:hlb 

8612 29 
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f~ SAMUEL L. DEVINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(1959 - 1981) 
I 

Lt L.f ~ 'f 5 

TWELFTH DISTRICT 
OHIO ~ 8 December 1986 

Hon. Ronald Reagan, President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

BRAVO ! Congratulations and best wishes on your 
initiatives relating to Iran. As I write this, I am 
listening to George Schultz bfore the House Foreiim, 
Affairs Committee, so whatever develops thereafter is ·· 
of no particular concern at the moment. 

As you know, I served in Congress for 22 years, 
under six Presidents; was Chairman of the Republican 
Conference in the House; was ranking Republican ;on the 
Select Committee to Investigate the Assassinations of 
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King; formerly an FBI 
Agent. I ciiBthe above simply to qualify the following: 

You have heen criticized and maligned by the media 
for not initially informing Congress about Iran policy 
and arms saJ.ea. How naive! Anyone with an ounce of judg­
ment knows the Congress is like a sieve. Many Members 
can't wait to issue press releases and leak sensitive 
information, for political. or other reasons. 

Many of us deeply resent the posture of the media, 
particularly Network commentators that insist on creating 
rather then reporting news, designed to influence the 
public, often contrary to the true facts. 

I'm confident you are receiving many letters of support, 
and I simply wanted to add my views, and assure you your 
credibility remains in tac·t with most of us. 

~ st wishes, 

f o_ .. 0-u .. : -

t 
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Dear Eldon: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

qL/-0ft5 
?£;LJ71 

~t r~~..i 

Your comments in support of my diplomatic 
initiative with Iran were thoughtful and very 
much appreciated. I am pleased that I can 
count on you to promote America's longstanding 
goals in the region: to preserve Iran's 
independence from Soviet domination; to bring 
an honorable end to the bloody Iran-Iraq war; 
and to halt the export of subversion and 
terrorism in the region. 

Eldon, thank you for your continued support, 
particularly now during these difficult times. 
It is heartening to hear a word of encourage­
ment wheh so many seem to offer only criticism. 

Nancy jo~ns me in wishing you and your family 
all the best at this very special time of 
year. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Eldon Rudd 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

J), 
BY ORM. 

ON 86 22 4 



Dear Eldon: 

Your comments in support of my diplomatic 
initiative with Iran were thoughtful and very 
much appreciated. I am pleased that I can 
count on you to promote America's longstanding 
goals in the region: to preserve Iran's 
independence from Soviet domination; to bring 
an honorable end to the bloody Iran-Iraq war; 
and to halt the export of subversion and 
terrorism in the region. 

Eldon, thank you for your continued support, 
particularly now during these difficult times. 
It is heartening to hear a word of encourage­
ment when so many seem to offer only criticism. 

Nancy joins me in wishing you and your family 
all the best at this very special time of 
year. 

Sincerely, 

HlmAlO Rf.AGAN ft 

The Honorable Eldon Rudd 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

RWR:WLB:KRJ: 
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ELDON RUDD 
4TH DISTRICT, ARIZ0N'A 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Congrtss of tbt Wnittb &,tatts 
J,oust of l\tprtstntatibts 

lla~bin1tton. mer 20515 

December 11, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the 

United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. W500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have written a letter to the editor, copy of which is enclosed 
anrl will probably never see the light of day or be published. 

I simply wanted you to know that there are those of us who are 
grateful for your presence in the White House. 

With every good wish, 

ER/cq 

cc: John Herrington 
Donald Regan 
Pat Buchanan 

Since el , 

Member of Congress 

4 Lf <o '1 .Co. 5 · 
WASHINGTON OFFICE: , 
2465 RAYBURN BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-3361 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
6900 E. CAMELBACK ROAD 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ. 85251 
(602) 241-2801 



WAS~INf,T-0N •OFFICE 
2465 RAYBURN P°'.Hl01 f'•'5 

W.UHINGTOH, DC 205 H, 

CO MIWrH ' ' l '- A, H >10 PRIATIONS 
(202) 225-336 1 

\ 
I 

({ongrrss of tbt m nittb ~tatts 
J,ousc of l\tprt~tntatibts 

llasbington, m~ 20515 

Ms. Meg Greenfield 
Editorial Page Editor 
The Washing ton Post 
1150 - 15th St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20071 

Dear Meg, 

December 11, 1986 

Shakespeare's Mark Anthony tells us "the evil men do lives after them, 
the good is often interred with their bones." 

The recent furor over the Iranian situation and its Nicaraguan 
connection has been generated to white heat by a pious few. But we 
should not lose sight of the goals of our Country, which are continued 
existence as a "free people with respect for the rights of the 
individual.." • 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
6900 E. CAMElBACk ROAD 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ. 85251 
(802) 241-2801 

We should not forget that the grand experiment in liberty conceived and 
carried out by our forefathers is the first soch long-term successful 
government of this nature which has ever existed on our planet. • 

We should not forget that it is absolutely vital to our future that the 
war between Iran and Iraq be settled. 

I know there are those who say let the rascals kill each other off. lf 
Iran and Iraq continue to weaken each other by the war in the Middle 
East, without an end in sight,. then the Soviet Union will establish a 
power "base in that area and hegemony over the region will exist. 

Without energy, an industrial nation would suffer total unemployment 
overnight. Consider: Our ally, Japan, depends almost totally on the 
Middle East for its energy (oil); our Western European allies also 
depend on the Middle East for a high percentage of their energy, perhaps 
as much as 75% or 80%. We, in the United States, depend on the Middle 
East for perhaps as much as 40% of our energy. 

If the Soviet empire extends its power base over the Middle East, our 
allies, Japan and Western Europe, will be forced to make accommodations 



Ms. Meg Greenfield 
Page 2 
December 11, 1986 

with the Soviets, leaving the United States alone in the world to defend 
itself against the communist empire. 

There can be no mistake if you listen to the words of every Soviet 
leader, from Lenin to Gorbachev, their intention is clear: they must 
destroy the United States of America because, they say, the ugly force 
of communism, which imposes a slave state on its people, must destroy 
freedom and liberty as a concept in order for communism to survive. 
There isn't room in this world for the two antithetical philosophies. 

Sober analysis of White House policy would therefore conclude it was not 
only correct, but absolutely imperative for this Administration to make 
some attempts to deal with this situation. • Not to do so would be both 
negligent and disastrous. 

If in the course of events we can free the hostages, that too is a goal 
which should be achieved. 

My biggest fear is that American foreign policy will remain paralyzed if 
Congress continues to devote all of its time and resources to fixing 
blame or declaring stupidity on the part of some White House aide. 

President Ronald Reagan was .elected by the people of the United States 
to lead our republic successfully into a better life, economically, 
culturally and educationally. 

Any leader who acts may err. The only ones among us who do not err are 
those who do nothing. Since the Soviets openly avow destruction of our 
Country, our i deals and the last vestige of remaining liberty and 
freedom on Earth, how is it that we will not believe these are their 
goals? Why must we continue to negotiate our way into slavery? How is 
it we cannot unite against the onsla.ught of a destructive force? How is 
it we do not understand that we are involved in total war against our 
enemies and how is it that we refuse to defend ourselves? How is it 
that we are so blind as to not recognize the Soviet Union's determined 
and war-like presence in Cuba and Nicaragua on our doorstep? 

President Reagan has admitted mistakes were made. He has courageously 
acted to disclose the arms sales, and the diversion of funds to the 
Contras. He is committed to ascertain whether or not laws have been 
broken. 

Even so, this would not alter the fact that our enemy, communism, exists 
in our hemisphere and is fast approaching our borders for the sole 
purpose of destroying us. 



Ms. Meg Greenfield 
Page 3 
December 11, 1986 

The law may have been broken to achieve the noble objective of aiding 
freedom fighters, which is America's policy. This should not divert our 
attention from the fact that freedom fighters must be aided in every way 
legally possible. The President has approved appointment of a special 
prosecutor to investigate. I suggest we Americans not turn our backs on 
America and not turn our backs on our President, who has with great 
courage and success exercised his responsibility to provide leadership 
for our great Country. 

Sincerely, 

Eldon Rudd 
Member of Congress 

ER/cq 

cc: President Ronald Reagan 
John Herrington 
Donald Regan 
Pat Buchanan 

Representative Eldon Rudd (R-Az.) is a five-term Congressman 
from Arizona's Fourth Congressional District. 
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Mr. Nasser Meymand 
President, Iran Society 
P.O. Box 791272 
Dallas, TX 75379-1272 

Dear Mr. Meymand: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan 
concerning recent - contacts with Iranian officials. 

As President Reagan has explained, the Persian Gulf region 
is important to the United States, and to many of our allies as 
well, for a variety of strategic, economic and political 
reasons. A quarter of the free world's oil flows through the 
Persian Gulf, and it is vital that Western access to that oil 
continues. The region is also a strategic focal point for the 
Soviet Union. The Soviets have long sought to expand their 
presence and control in the area, and the United States has an 
important stake in denying the Soviets the opportunity for such 
in expansion. The long, destructive war between Iran and Iraq 
also threatens the stability of the area. 

In view of these conditions, the United States engaged in 
an effort to establish contacts with certain groups within the 
Iranian leadership to explore the possibility of forging a new 
and better relationship. This was done in order to encourage 
negotiations to end the war in the Gulf, prevent Soviet 
expansionism, end Iranian support for international terrorism, 
and effect the safe return of all hostages from Lebanon. 

The initiative did not have the outcome that was hoped for, 
in spite of the soundness of our goals. Current American 
policy toward Iran has been clearly stated by S~cretary 
Shultz. In testimony before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee on December 8, 1986, he said: 

Iran cannot expect a better relationship with the U.S. 
until it acts to end the war, ceases its support 
for terrorism, and uses its influence with those 
who hold our hostages to achieve their freedom." 

The United States accepts the Iranian revolution as an 
historical fact, and we regard the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran as the legitimate governing institution in 



-2-

that country. As you know, it is not U.S. policy to interfere 
in the internal affairs of any country, much less the form of 
government a people choose for themselves. 

Sincerely, 

!~t~ f l,ISJ,___ 
Lisa Piascik 

Country Officer for Iran 
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1·RAN . SOCIETY 
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DALLAS, TEXAS • 7 53? 9-127 2 

·t> 
'4,¥J' November 20, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 
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We believe that in most of the _r..ec.ent- S-tat_e.IILe_nts __a nd 
e xpla11at_ions re.g-arding Iran an-d. U-.-S. - Lrf!.!.l_ia_n_ r_eJ_sit io Q§...,___t_h e 
views of the majority of Iran i an people have been disregarded 
comp!._~-b..- - -- ··-- - •• ------·-

As a group of Iranians who are deeply worried about the 
future of our people, we wou l d l i ke to bring to you r 
attention the es ~ ntial realit~ regarding the internal 
situation in our country. --- .-.~...,.. ............ ..._.........., _ _ 

The majority of Iranians have recognized that the resolution 
of the country's serious economic, political, and social 
problems are clearly beyond the competence of the present 
theocratic government. Most people are fully aware that the 
war with Iraq continues, because without it, the regime of 
the Ayatollah Komenini would become even more dangerously 
vulnerable to severe public resistance. Is there anything 
more vile than sending hundreds of thousands of teenagers and 
even childern to the front lines and handing each one a "key 
to paradise," knowing well in advance that a large percentage 
would be blown to pieces? The only function of th i s 
holocaust is to perpetuate the Ayatollah's tyranny. 

Mr. President, there are no moderates among the clerics who 
rule Ollr co_un_t ..u:_ . There - is n o moderation in the appIIcation 
of thi "Law of Vengence''. There is no moderation in the 
separation of men and women nor in the gross domination of 
men over women. There is no moderation in denying Iranians 
their national heritage of art, music, poetry and literature. 
There is no moderation in teaching children that one is born 
in order to look for"martyrdom". 

Fanatical men who decide to speak with the representatives of 
the United States are not perceived as moderates by the 
Iranian people. The r e are no moderates among the clerics who 
rule our country. 
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The truth is that Iran's rulers do not belong to this age 
and can not deal with the realities of the modern world. 
Moreover, they realize that after eight years of 
mismanagement and brutality the only way they can extend 
their rule is by terrorizing their own critics. 

If there is one thing that truly distinguishes the United 
States as a great country, it is the profound respect it has 
for human rights and decency. Can America condemn the 
atrocities of Nazi Germany or the "Killing Fields" of Paul 
Potts or the terrorism of Khadafy's rule and yet establish 
communications with a government which routinely persecutes 
religious minorities, tortures and executes thousands of 
political prisoners, teaches school childern to spy on their 
parents, and promotes international terrorism? Would 
America's conscience accept a relationship with such a 
monsterous and barbaric regime. 

Mr. President upon verification of the U.N Commission of 
Human Rights responsible for the refugees as well as the 
number of political asylum applications received by the U.S. 
Department of Immmigration and Naturalization Services, you 
will be well informed about the approximate three million 
well - educated Iranians who fled their country due to 
Komeini's tryanny. These people are the real cornerstone of 
a democratic and progressive Iran and they have the 
heartfelt support of the majority of the people inside Iran. 

~

These people, now living in political exile, are waiting for 
conditions to change so they may return to Iran and begin 
rebuilding their homeland. 

Mr. President, the majority of the Iranians accept the fact 
that only a Consitutional monarchy under a democratic 
government can begin to heal the country's wounds, restore 
peace and reconstruct the shattered economy. 

~ 
Mr. President, please do not extend the life of the Isamic 
Republic and its brutal repression of the Iranian people by 
legitimizing its existance. 

Respectfully. 
Nasser Meymand 

lJ .fnuJ ~ .::.-
Pr j side n t 
Iran Society 

:::::::, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1986 

Dear Mr. Esposito: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your kind 
letter of support for him concerning the Iran situation. I know 
how much the President appreciates your patriotism and words of 
encouragement. 

Please be assured that your comments will be shared with the 
President, and I know he will appreciate your support during this 
time. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to send your important 
message. If I can be of any assistance in the future on other 
matters, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ~ /4 ·.<-./ 

K. Kae Rairdin 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Albert C. Esposito 
Former Member of the House of Representatives 
of the State of West Virginia 

420 Eleventh St. 
Huntington, WV 25701 
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ALRERT C. ESPOSrTO 
420 F.LF.VF.NTH ST. 

H UNTINGTON, W. VA . 25701 

.Mr. Pat Buchanon 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchanon: 

20000 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE 

STATE CAPITOL - • PHONE 348-34156 

CHARLESTON 2153015 

November 10,1986 

I want to congratulate you for bringing your rressage to the 
rank and file Republicans. 

It is obvious that the liberal press and sane Democrats are trying 
desperately to rrake this another Watergate, but it's pretty plain 
that our President - the best this century - was only trying to stop 
Russia in Iran and also bring home our hostages. 

I and many others of us here also agree both North and Poindexter 
deserve the highest praise and honor - not treated like comron criminals. 

When is congress going to wake up and let our President run the 
country - all they have done is to rress it up. 

Merry Xmas and keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

ACE/eis 

' .. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

PbJrJt-~ I WASHINGTON 

December 4, 1986 
~{)I) / ~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: DENNIS THOMAS 

FROM: HALEY BARBOUR 

There are a number of efforts underway to try to use our 
po.l' tical assets to get the President's message out on the 
Iranian probleit!_t and ultimatel moving beyond_!he subject. 
There a r e other ways in which our political allies can be 
helpful. 

I 
The R • n National Committee, Citizens for America and 
Proj ave alread disseminated materia to their ership 
i n a states making our po int s and nrgin.g__..s._.u...,~l!-'-1"'........,_..__.._._.,__~ 
President. All three organizations have been encouraging 
leaders to speak out on behalf of the President. 

A number of Republican party leaders in the various states have 
issued statements or made comments to the media in support of the 
President and, particularly, of the actions taken concerning the 

\

independent counsel, etc. Results are somewhat mix e d, both ~ n 
terms of ef ort b the state and local party leaders a nd in 
acceptance and use by loca me 1a. 

We are monitorin the 
touch not onl with the RNC 
We're kee ing similar close 
Project '88. 

a 
but ith the 
contact with 

and are sta • • ose 
leade y. 

s like 

It has been suggested that Republican groups could have in-state 
rallies after the 1st of the year in support of the President. 
There is ques t ion as to whether this would be helpful or not. 

1
It is re o rted t hat NCPAC is try ing to raise $500 , 000 for an 
advertising campaign in support of the President. Advertising 
seem o me an 1n e 1c1ent and robablv ineffective me o o 
addressing the problem. 

The following are additional ways our assets can be put to use: 

~ . 
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1. The President and Vice President should be made 
available in Washing ton for int ervi ews b y reg ional 
ress friend! reporters and columnists friendly 

business and trade ublications and an other 
riendly general ors ecial news or anizations or 
u lications identified b t e ress or 

communication offices. 

2. Cabinet officials and other administration 
spokesman need to travel to make news on a regional 
and local basis, both individually and in 
conjunction with local Reagan supporters. The 
focus should be on support of the President and his 
agenda. Our surrogate speaker schedule must be 
accelerated both now and in the first 60 days of 
next year, with the goal that the Administration 
be seen as visible and aggressive. 

3. Cabinet officials and other spokesman, including 
possibly the President and Vice President, should 
be made available for satellite feeds into various 
regional and local markets. 

4. There should be a large number of White House and 
Room 450 briefings, especially in the first two 
months of next year (with maximum emphasis on the 
week before and the week of the State of the Union) 
with Presidential participation. Many and varied 
groups of the President's supporters from across 
the country and in Wa shington should be brought 
into the White House to be briefed on the 1987 
agenda and exposed to the President. 

5. An effort, or anized as Will Ball thin 
appropriate should be made to et members of 

6 . 

ouse and Senate to speak out in support of what 
President has done. 

The President needs t o be se~n outs ide o.f. \ 
Washington as well as in town en a ed • 
ac t ivi ies unrelated to this Iranian thing, and 
ap.,Propria e trave op ortunities as well as 
Washington news opportunities should be developed 

e 

The President and Adm.J. n i.s_t_ra~i.Qp needs ultimately to begin making 
news on something other that this Iranian deal, and every one 
should be thinking of opportunities to make that happen. 




