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December 22, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON
FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER CO

SUBJECT: Telegram re Iran ...... ...l

The attached telegram seeks simply to convey displeasure with
arms sales to Iran and calls for an "investigation." No response

seems necessary, but if you wish to respond, I have attached a
letter for your signature.



December 22, 1986

Dear Ms, Kizzial:

The White House rece ed your telegram on November 12, 1986. We
understand the point _f view reflected in your message, and can
assure you that the investigation you seek is proceeding
expeditiously, at the instance of the President.

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

1lison
the President

Ms. Marilyn Kizziah
8913 West Olympic Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 9(
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December 22, 1986

Dear Ms, Kizziah:

The White House received your ‘legram on November 12, 1986. We
understand the point of view : 'lected in your message, and can
assure you that the investigation you seek is proceeding
expeditiously, at the instance : the President.

Thank you for writing.

Sin~ ely,

Peter J. Wallison
Counse?! *+~ *+»~ President

Ms. Marilyn Kizziah
8913 West Olympic Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 90211



PJW/CCC: jmy
PIJWallison
CCCox
Chron.

December 22, 1986

Dear Ms, Kizziah:

The White House received your telearam on November 12, 1986. We
understand the point of view refli ted in your message, and can
assure you that the investigation ,ou seek is proceeding
expeditiously, at the instance of the President.

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Peter L Wallison
Counsel *+~ +%*~ ™—~-~“dent

Ms, Marilyn Kizziah
8913 West Olympic Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 90211


















December 23, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: DIANNA HOLLAND
FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE Jﬂzg
SUBJECT Iran/Contra Matter

Attached is a December 17 letter to the President from
Congressman Lee Hamilton, Chairman of the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, requesting information for his
Committee's investigation into the sale of arms to Iran and
related matters. Mr. Hamilton indicates that he is interested
in receiving the same material that was provided to the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence.

I am forwarding the action copy to your office for appropriate
handling.

Thank you for your assistance.

cc: Records Management - FYI (ID# 467699)



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: __12/22

TO: DIANNA

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
Office of Legislative Affairs

I am CTRACKING the Hamilton letter.
When I get it back, I will forward
the action copy to you.



LEE H. HAMILTON, INDIAN/, CHAIRMAN

LOUIS STOKES, OHIO

DAVE McCURDY, OKLAHOMA
ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNba
ROBERT W. KASTENMEIEK, WISCONSIN
DAN DANIEL, VIRGINIA

ROBERT A. ROE, NEW JERSEY

GEORGE E. BROWN, JR., CALIFORNIA
MATTHEW F. MCHUGH, NEW YORK
BERNARD J. DWYER, NEW JERSEY

BOB STUMP, ARIZONA

ANDY IRELAND, FLORIDA
HENRY J. HYDE, ILLINCIS
DICK CHENEY, WYOMING
BOB LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA
BOB MCEWEN, OHIO

THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR
MICHAEL J. O'NEIL, CHIEF COUNSEL

STEVEN K. BERRY, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, DC 20516

December 17, 1986

20500

Dear Mr. President:

Room H-405, U.S. CariToL
(202) 225-4121

With further reference to my letter to you of December 16, 1986 concerning
the Committee's investigation into covert arms sales to Iran, the Committee
would appreciate receiving from the White House the same materials provided to

the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence,

In my view, both the House and

Senate, through their intelligence committees, should be kept as fully
apprised as possible of all material or information about the Iran operation

and related matters.

I consider the Committee's longstanding inquiry into the

source and activities of non-U.S. Government contra support operations to be
such a related matter since these operations seem to be run by individuals

also involved in the Iran operation.

Of course, I would expect that any

information or material redquested by this Committee also be provided to the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence.

It is my hope that it will not be necessary in the future to make written
requests each time the Committee requires access to documents or to interview

persons of interest to the Committee.

I have asked the Committee's Chief

Counsel, Michael J. O'Neil, to coordinate any Committee requests through the
Office of the White House Counsel, which I understand to be the designated
point of contact within the White House for requests of this nature.

With best wishes, I am

SinCerely yours,

[

Iee H. Hamilton
Chairman









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 22, 1986

Dear Mr. Banashek:

Thank you very much for your letter. Your
line of thought was right on target. We had
been contacted by some individuals who were
risking their lives in doing so but who were
looking ahead to what will happen when the
Khomeini is gone.

As for the hostages, they were not ransomed.
Their captors have a relationship with Iran.
We had been asked by those who contacted us
to prove our sincerity by arranging a military
sale. We, in turn, told them they could prove
their sincerity about being anti-terrorist by
using their influence to free our hostages.
They did so, and we would have gotten all of
them if the story hadn't broken in the press.

Again, thanks, and best regards.

Sincerely,

RONALD

Mr. Joseph F. Banashek
1229 Delaware Street
Churchton, Maryland 20733
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November 2%, 1986

President Ronald Reagan
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Reazan:

Then the Iran arms deal story first wroke, I, like s0 many of your
loyal supporters, felt betrayed - - as new reports and rumors ran
rampant, betrayal turned to anger then a slow boil, Just before my
safety v':lve was about to pop, I szids "whoa, Something is wrong with
my 'thlﬂklno On the surface this seems like an exercise in 1nsan1ty
but since there is no known insanity in the Vhite House policy wmaking
circles, cool down and take a more ovjective look.™

Frst I asked myself, "Are the people of Iran our enemies or is it
just the Ayatol_l.ah Khomieni? ©Second, before Khomieni, when the Shah
ruled Iran, were not our relstions with Iran very good? Third, in a
post—-Khomlenl period would it not ve wise 10 pursue prao-shionicnl re
Loniong L clvonice of Khomieni's passing from the scens o1 veorid

1’5 be be‘b'ter to ignore this strategically located nation and just let
them drift, giving the Soviet Union a free hand in es’cablishing a good
relationship and a possible foothnold that could jeopardize the entire
Mid—east region?®

As I mulled over these gquestions, my mind began to change - - maybe it
isn't as stupid as it appears, but what about arms for hostaJes‘? This

would be unforgivable — - but 1f the release of hostages was c01n01_dentalwneh

the arms deal —————eees ——

Mile pondering these gquestions, my eye caught a headline in the
morningz »naper - - "Khomieni Seriously I11l" . It was then I felt sure
that right moves were made.

In the short run, Mr. President 1 _be clobbered by the media and

onzress — -~ but in The Tongy haul this could be the sreatest foreizn
policy triuvmnhk in the annals of our history — — so T urge you, scgv the

_course, Today's hoots could very well become tomorrow's cheers.

Sinonaraesl v

e L Qb S S L Ntk b

1229 Delaware St.
Chur chton, Md. 20733

867-0214
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 22, 1986

Dear Mr. Murray:

Thank you very much for your wire and for
giving me a chance to explain what our purpose
was in this Iranian situation. I share your
feeling about the present ruler of Iran and
the treatment of our citizens several years
ago and doubt I'll ever be able to forgive
those responsible. At the same time, I can't
find it in my heart to blanket-indict all the
people of Iran. Nancy and I were guests of
the Shah in Iran shortly before his overthrow.
We had an extensive tour of the country and
met many fine people, some of whom were later
executed by the present regime.

Iran is of great strategic importance in the
Middle East. We had been contacted by some
individuals who wanted to establish a base for
renewed relations between our two countries.

I'm sure they are anticipating a new regime to
succeed the present ruler, whose health is
rapidly declining. At any rate, they were taking
a great risk in contacting us and in proving
their opposition to terrorism by getting the
release of some of our hostages.

The newsleak in Beirut, which precipitated the
press furor here in America, has of course halted
the progress we were making and may have caused
the death or imprisonment of some of those who
had contacted us.



Only time will tell whether we can re-establish
relations and continue our effort to bring about
peace between Iran and Iradg.

Again, my thanks to you for your understanding
and support.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN

Mr,., Warren Murray
211 Taunton Boulevard
Medford, New Jersey 08055
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 22, 1986

Dear Bill:

What a warm wave of nostalgia you raised with
your welcome letter. It was good to hear from
you and I'm most grateful for your expression

of trust in me, in spite of the howl raised by
the press lunch mob. They seem to forget that,
when the leak came from a source in Iran about
our attempt to establish a relationship with
reasonable elements in that country, I went on
the air and told exactly what we were doing and
why. Then, when we discovered there was a
possibility of some financial shenanigans, I told
the press what we had uncovered and that we were
trying to uncover the details -- we still are --
but they accuse me of trying to cover up. Bill,
they wouldn't know what they know now if I hadn't
told them, and I still don't know anymore than I
told them.

Well, enough of that. It's more fun to remember
those days when we wore purple and white jerseys.
Again, it was kind of you to write. Give my regards
to your wife, and very best wishes to you both.

Sincerely,

Colonel William M. Rossiter, USMC, Ret.
13178 Harding Street
Sylmar, California 91342
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March 6, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G, HOLLAND
FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER CO:

SUBJECT: Telegram re H. ROss Perot

Based on my discussion with Anne Higgins, I recommend that we not
respond to the attached telegram. It is forwarded to you for
close out.

Thanks for your help.









From the Democrats

Due process:

"The worst thing that can happen to you is that
some jury somewhere will decide that you are
guilty of something, and quite frankly my judgment
is that the worst thing that would happen then is
you would have a very short, probably suspended

sentence."
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Stealing bases:

Paul Kirk, the party chairman,
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said the crisis

gave the party "an earlier chance than we
expe~ted to seize control of the national
agenud, by speeding the onset of the post-Reagan

era."

New York Times,

11/27/86
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Associated Press,
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From the Media
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USA Today, 12/10/86

The White House will woo the right with geopolitical
chitchat about Iran.
--~ Mary McGrory
Washington Post, 12/11/86

The most important difference between Watergate
and Reagangate, ironically, is that Mr. Reagan
probably won't be impeached or forced to resign --
though the offenses resulting from his policy,
or his somnolence on the job, are more serious than
any charge the House Judiciary Committee approved
against Richard Nixon.
--= Tom Wicker
New York Times, 12/12/86
(emphasis added)
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editorial
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New York Times, 11/17/86

It's easy to understand the uproar in Washington
over President Reagan's swapping spree in Iran,
but it's hard to understand why anybody here is
surprised.
-—- James Reston
New York Times, 11/16/86

—~= Michael Kinsley
Washington Post, 12/4/86
({last three words of column)




Y

They were here first?

Defend North's breaking of law?

Ends justify means?

Believe in system that permits a "1nw level"™ {0 arrange the
transfer of funds etc?

Wataraata?
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