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reporters who dog him. 1 visited him in the Oval
Office on the day Lt. Col. Oliver L. North began his
testimony. The president seemed unperturbed by
the mini-furors exploding around him, and was still
a conciliatory figure, with the same infectious
amiability.

The same appeal was at work in his voice, an
instrument made pleasing to the ear by the
affections, enthusiasms and sorrows that played
through it. But I thought I detected a slight
shrillness, just a hint of acrimony, in his tone when
he spoke about press coverage of the Iran-contra
scandal.

The president said he had been too busy to watch
North’s appearance, except for 10 minutes of
highlights during lunch. He understood that the
colonel’s testimony confirmed his statement that he
had not been told about the diversion of funds to aid
the contras.

Yet none of the television reporters had
mentioned this, he complained, in their summaries
of the testimony.

Reagan reiterated that he had no advance
knowledge of the illegal use of excess profits from
the arms sales to Iran, that he wasn’t even told the
Iranians paid an above-market price for the
American arms. The U.S. government, he said,
collected the full market price—$12 million. “I'm
still trying to find out who raised the price,” he
said.

For his first six years in the White House, —
Reagan floated cheerfully above such squalls as =~
mere reporters could stir, secure in the esteem of i~
majority of Americans. Try as they did, reporters
could not find a story that would shatter the .
Reagan imagery. Not until the Iran-contra scandal .-
exploded upon the front pages were they able to ,»~
crack the shell of immunity that surrounded
Reagan. :

Yet he feels he has been a victim of press o
scourging that has illuminated every mishap in h|§[ i
administration. The process is described inside the _
White House as “pig piling.” Accusation after - -
accusation against the Reagan administration has™
been highlighted in the news media. Most charges -
have been ill-founded, overblown or oversimplified,™
the president feels. But as they have piled up, they—
have created an atmosphere around Reagan that
stifles his ability to govern.

I heard these complaints less from the prwdent,
than from his assistants. He merely made a klddmg
remark about the “tough time” this column :
occasionally has given him. But his embattled mdee:
are deadly serious about the news media assault
upon the president. )

All Reagan wants is the kind of neutrality asked
of the Lord in the story about the country boy who'
was running along a railroad track inside a long,
narrow tunnel while a train bore down on him from
behind.

As hope of escape withered, he cried out, “Lard;
if you can't help ME, forGodssakedonthelpthe
train!”
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Roaaogan Intarview Warriad Pnindavtar

ear Adm. Johr M. Poindexter, President
Reagan’s former national security adviser,

testified last week that he was “very nervous”

and even “alarmed” when he learned that Reagan
had confidentially confirmed the existence of the
secret Iran initiative for us more than a year ago.

Poindexter’s first admission came during adroit
questioning by Rep. James A. Courter (R-NJ.). The
45-year-old former prosecutor and Peace Corps
volunteer, now in his fifth term, has become an
influential member of the Iran-contra committee
and the House as a whole.

Courter led Poindexter carefully through a series
of the admiral's own statements that Reagan was
concerned with a strateglc opening to Iran, “not
just hostages for weapons,” as Courter summanwd
it. The congressman then said:

“Finally, I would like to say that it would be
nice—it would be just wonderful if we had a tape
recording of the president of the United States very
early in 1986, and a transcript of same, stating what
the president’s real intentions were with the Iranian
initiative way back in February 1986.

“The point I'm trying to make is, we have
precisely that. We have a contemporaneous
interview with the president of the United States
and a nationally syndicated columnist, Dale Van
Atta, who works with Jack Anderson.”

Courter then displayed the transcript and read
excerpts from our tape-recorded interview, which
took place in the Oval Office on Feb. 24, 1986.
Courter called the date “quite significant—it is
between the first two shipments [of weapons
directly} from the United States to Iran.”

As a matter of fact, the interview comprises the
only taped comments by Reagan in the early stages
of the initiative that tell why he was doing what he
was doing.

In the interview, Reagan addressed mainly the
strategic reasons for negotiations with Iran: the
need to establish a “relationship” with Tehran,
recognizing that “we do not want to make enemies
of those who . . . could be friends.” .

After Courter read from the transcript, which
the president had required os to keep off the record
until recently, Poindexter

*“I would just simply fike to confirm that, indeed,
the president did say those things . . . . | frankly
was very nervous that [the president} had told Mr.
Van Atta an awful lot of information. And I just
hoped it would remain quiet—as it did, in fact.
They held to their word."

Entreated by the White House, we did hold the
story—until April 28, 1986, after the U.S. bombing
of Libya in retaliation for its alleged terrorist
activities, Convinced that a dangerous
disinformation campaign was in progress, we began
revealing pieces of the secret Iranian
initiative—and finally stated it flat-out in a column
on June 29, 1986.

“We can now reveal that the secret negotiations
over arms supply and release of American hostages
have involved members of the National Security
Council and a former official of the CIA,” the
column reported.

It remained for an obscure Lebanese magazine
and a top Iranian official to confirm our story last
November.
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8807717

Date March 23, 1988

FOR: Mr., Paul Schott Stevens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE:

To: President Reagan

From: Rear Admiral Frank C. Collins, USN (Ret)

Date: March 7, 1988

Subject: Current situation in Iran and the weakening hold by
Khomeini, offering his service in contacting anti-
government Iranians '

WH Referral Dated: March 15, 1988
NSC ID# (if any): 553433

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State. '

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

REMARKS:

UNCLASSIFIED




United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 22, 1988

Rear Admiral Frank C. Collins, Jr.
U.S. Navy (Retired)

5819 Colfax Avenue

Alexandria, Va. 22311

Dear Admiral Collins:

I have been asked to reply to your recent letter to the
President regarding a meeting with Admiral Kamal Habibollahi,
formerly of the Iranian navy. The President has publicly
stated that we recognize the Iranian revolution, and it is not
U.S. policy to intervene in the internal affairs of Iran. My
colleagues and I are always ready, however, to meet with
Iranians who simply want to offer their views on the present
situation in Iran. If either you or Admiral Habibollahi would
like to have a general discussion of U.S. policy towards Iran
or political events in that country I would be happy to meet
with you.

If you are interested in pursuing such a discussion, I can
be reached at the State Department at (202) 647-5692.

Sincerely,

-

/Léureﬁée Pbpe“w~~~~w»h”
Director of Northern
Gulf Affairs
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

MARCH 15, 1988

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 553433

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MARCH 7, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: REAR ADMIRAL FRANK C. COLLINS JR.
U.S. NAVY (RET.)
PRESIDENT
FRANK C. COLLINS ASSOCIATES
5819 COLFAX AVENUE
ALEXANDRIA VA 22311

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE CURRENT SITUATION IN
IRAN AND THE WEAKENING HOLD BY KHOMEINT,
OFFERING HIS SERVICE IN CONTACTING ANTI-
GOVERNMENT IRANIANS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —~- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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Date March 23, 1988

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE:
To: President Reagan
From: Lt. General M. Amijadi
Date: March 8, 1988

Subject: The Iranian Mojahedin Party and its alleged

brainwashing of American vouth

WH Referral Dated: March 18, 1988
NSC ID# (if any): 553888

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State. '

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

X __ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the.
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

REMARKS:
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 22, 1988

Lt. General Mostafa Amjadi (Ret.)
Chairman

United Forces for the Liberation of Iran
4647 Willis Ave., #223

Sherman Oaks, California 91403

Dear General Amjadi:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of March 8 to the
President regarding activities of the Peoples' Mojahedin of
Iran. My colleagues and I thank you for your views,

.J/
Sincerely,

T
" Laurence Pope
Director of Northern
Gulf Affairs



T HE WHTITE HOUSE OF FICE

REFERRAL

MARCH 18, 1988

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID:

MEDIA:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

553888
LETTER, DATED MARCH 8, 1988
PRESIDENT REAGAN

LT. GENERAL M. AMJADI

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF IRAN
CHAIRMAN

THE UNITED FORCES FOR THE
LIBERATION OF IRAN

SUITE 223

4647 WILLIS AVENUE

SHERMAN OAKS CA 91403

WRITES REGARDING THE IRANIAN MOJAHEDIN PARTY
LED BY M. RAJAVI AND ITS ALLEGED BRAINWASHING
OF AMERICAN YOUTH

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIATISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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The United Forces Fur The Liberation Of iran

The Suppoerters of Iraruan Constitution of Parliamentary Monarchy System

8 March 1988

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary General Of The United Nations
New York City, N.Y. 10017

Dear Mr. Secretary General:

It 1is our understanding that the charter of the United Nations was
designed to provide equal treatment to all its memberships and to
safegquard the rights of the world citizens. Unfortunately, in the
recent years this organization and its leadership failed to act in
accordance with its charter and has been unable to discharge its
responsibilities and obligation toward the innocent citizens of the
world. In particular, it has failed to bring a peace to an eight
years old devastating war between the mad leaders of Iran and Iraqg.
We are unable to realize that someone with your status and leadership
responsibility could calmly rest at his United States dignified
residence while a massive Iranian population of innocent children,
men and women of all ages are subjected to the on-going missile
attack and madness of the Iraq brainless leader .Saddam Hossein. It
is known to us that both Khdmeini and Hossein through their acts of
terrorism and by betraying their own vpeople have reached their
current mnmurderer leadership positions. However, it is not known to
us, why the United Nations and its Secretary General have become the
poppet of the super powers? Why is it that you are only willing to

serve few of the naticnc rather than the entire membership? We are
not certain if it 1is you or the United Nations, who has become
powerless in discharging the assigned responsibilities. If the

contributing factor 1is your incompetency, for the benefit of the
citizens of the world, we recommend that you should resign from your
position and allow someone with sound leadership to assume the
sensitive responsibilities of this position.

If the problem lies with the United Nations itself and any influence
arising from the super power sources, we recommend that the United
Nations to be dissolved and its doors to be closed so that the
citizens of the world would not have false hope for anticipated
assistance from a powerless organization such as the United Nations.

JRT Willis Ave., #3223« Sherman Cuk L CA JLI0E o (SI8) J05-45s0



The leaders of these nations who have either supplied or assisted the
Iragi mad leader with the long range missiles, Saddam’s bosses (the
super powers) and yourself are directly responsible for all the blood
shedding now taken place in Iran. The future government of Iran and
the Iranian population shall not forget this international
conspriracy and massive killing of its innocent and unarmed citizens.

We recall that up to nine years ago and for the benefit of the
foreign governments, any minute happening in Iran was over
exaggerated as the violation of the human rights policies, to a point
that the 1legitimate and the legal government of Iran was overthrown.
Apparently, the human rights policies are no longer applicable in
case of the Iranian nation and thus the people of Iran deserve to
receive continuous punishment of devastating missile and aircraft

attacks. Since the on-~going massive killing of the unarmed and
innocent people of Iran have no meaning to you or your bosses, we
would 1like +to lszarn cf the ultimate gzsl set for the suffevring

Iranian people.

We are anxiously waiting either for a just action, your resignation
or the dissolution of the United Nations.

Respectfully Your’s

»

Lt. Genera£;Mostz£§/;#jadi

Former Dupty Pri Minister of
Iran, Chairman of UNFLI

J ppo—ic=
DISTRTIBUTION: L

President Ronald Reagan

Vice President G. Bush

Secretary Of State

The French Ambassador To The United Nations
The USSR Ambassador To The United Nations
National T.V. Networks And Major Newspapers
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MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI
FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN;

SUBJECT: Replies to Chairman Hamilton
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Secretary Weinberger's office has forwarded for your information

a copy of his October 7 reply; this is attached at Tab A. Grant
Green's office is informed that Secretary Shultz is replying

briefly to the effect that he had nothing to add to his previous
testimony. The Attorney General's reply, Justice informs me,

will be similar to that of Secretary Weinberger, but will encourage
Congress to implement the Tower Board's recommendation by establish-

ing a single, joint intelligence committee.

Attachment

Tab A Weinberger/Hamilton Ltr

cc: Alison B. Fortier

/I/(ﬂﬂ77ﬂ “T1/ r+/



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 74“"

October 7., 1987

MEMO FOR __Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

/
Mr. Carlucci:

Secretary Weinberger wanted you to have a
copy of the attached letter to Chairman Hamilton.

<7

Kay Leisz



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE qLHLf

WASHINGTON. THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

October 7, 1987

HAND DELIVER

The Honorable Lee H. Hamilton
Chairman
Select Committee to Investigate

Covert Arms Transactions with Iran
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of September 23, 1987, on behalf
of the House and Senate Select Committees.

After receiving the Tower Commission report, the President
took vigorous action to ensure that the National Security Council
staff does not conduct covert operations in the future. Moreover,
at the President's direction, the appropriate relationship between
the National Security Advisor and his staff, the Director of
Central Intelligence, and the other principal officials with
national security responsibilities has been fully and effectively
restored. Most important of all, the President, as you know,
brought in some extraordinarily capable people to substitute for
the o0ld group. I know of no better people than Frank Carlucci and
Colin Powell.

As a result, I am confident that the decision-making process
regarding sensitive national security matters is again sound.
Whether it will remain so in the long run is, in the final analysis,
not a matter of process. It will require the understanding of
those who are called upon to serve the President that they best
serve him by putting all the facts before him, and by giving him
the opportunity to make fully informed decisions about these vital
matters. The President, and outstanding public servants such as
Frank Carlucci, General Powell and Director Webster, are fully
dedicated to this fundamental principle.

Accordingly, as I testified before the Select Committees, I
do not believe fundamental legislative or regulatory changes are
needed. Whether certain principles or procedures now in effect
should be made permanent by legislation is a difficult question,
and one as to which I believe the initiative must properly rest
with the Congress.



Although I have no legislative or regulatory changes to pro-
pose, I would, of course, be pleased to provide my views regarding
any specific proposals others may offer, if you wish.

Again, permit me to express my appreciation for your work in

this difficult assignment and your very courteous reception of me
during the hearings.

Sincerely,
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CONFTDENTEAL 3466

NATIONAL SECL TY COUNC
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

May 11, 1988

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL
FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY@M
SUBJECT: Inquiry on Iran

Retired Rear Admiral F. C. Collins has written to you (TAB A)
seeking an appointment to discuss overthrowing the Khomeini
regime. Collins sent an earlier letter in the same vein to the
President, which State has answered (TAB B).

We propose a response which reiterates our policy of noninter-
ference in Iranian internal affairs, but offers a meeting with me

if Collins wishes a general discussion of the situation in Iran
and the region.

Ma concurs.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the respghse to Admiral Collins at TAB I.

Approve \//74 Disapprove

Attachments:
TAB I Your Response to Admiral Collins
TAB A Collins/Powell Letter of April 25, 1988
TAB B 1. State (Pope)/Collins Letter of March 22, 1988
2. Collins/President Letter of March 7, 1988

CONELDENTIAL
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR
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Dear General Powell; 3466
I write this tc¢ you, addressed to your residence,
out of frustration anc deep concern.

As a retired Javy (& who spent 33 years actively
serving his ccuntry in a complete spectrum of fleet
and stafif assignaents, plus some 6 additional years in
the USKR following enlisted service 19Y45-45, with my
tirst flag tour as Chief Naval Advisor, CINC Imperial
Iranian Wiavy (1978-79), 1 am extremely concerned about
thhe situation in the Persian Gulf.

1 have expressed my concern to a of your pre-
decessors from Judge Clark through Frank Carlucci and
T
a

Li

n!
in each case have been politely referred to eitaner
State or sowme other egually unknowlegable functionary.

Hfaving served in lran during the critical pre and
active revolutionary period which saw the overtarow of
the Snanhanshan Monawmed Reza Pahlavi, I have kept in
very close touch with the situation through my old
boss, Admiral K. Hasibollahi, former CINC IIk, ADHMs
Farzaneh, Ardalon, Movaghari, Jahanbani, Arayanpour,
Azadi, Xawmyabapour, Yeghiazarian, Captains Sotudeh ana
Zangeneh, Ambassador Falek, and the last Charge under
the Shah of the Iranian Embassy in kashington, Dr.
Assad Homayoun (all of these gentlemen live in the
Washington metropolitan area with the exception of Adm
Azadi who lives in the L.A. area).l meet or speak with
eacnh of them frecuently, and they nave a very real
concern for the tfuture of Iran as a free and
independent Iran with ties to the ilest vice the USSR.

They believe, as a result of their communications
with family and friends in Iran, tnat tae war has had
such a devastating effect on the civilian populace of
Iran that they would welcome even an invasion by the
Soviets 1if it would bring an end to the war! I cannot
believe that the US5G would welcome such an alternative
and vet, this coulc¢ be in Iran's future if we do not
move n a positive manner.



-

_.—-—J.Z'

The recent naval action in the Gulf, while demon-
strating to the Ayatollan dominated regime tnat there
is a liwit to our patience, was not tne answer to this
i er is deludingz ourselves witn thinking

problen. ﬁe$_

. 4 i - . - . . N . 1 ot
that the is a '"moderate" Ifaction in power with wnom
we can negot* te, as horta and Poindexter proved and

before taaw, the Carter administration.

, consensus among my Iranian friends, and one
walcn I fully support in view of ay ohporlenCQ in Irav
1t tihe beginning of this revolution which has led to
the destruction of t'ie vouth,industrial and soczial in-
frastructure of a nation which under the Shah was an
exanble of progress and strength, is that tiie answer
#ill be found in tae rewoval oi dhomzini from power.
Following this action, a need tc £ill thie leadership
vacuum wnile Mullaiis fight for control will occur. I
pelieve that the USG is quaDlp of handling both these
requirenents and I an certain tiiet 1 could muster suf-
fient of my Iranian friends who possess not only leve
for their cwn country, but great respect and admira-
tion for the USA to suggest the what and how of such
action.

T

]

+
)

Fully recoznizing that the Panamainian crises,
the upcoiiing summit etc must preoccupy your tuoughts
and time, 1 woulc submit that brlnglng about a peace-
ful end to the Iran-Irag war and rewmocval of Khomeini
would end many of cur mest critical concerns.

1 would be lnappy to consult with you further on
thhis matter at your convenience.

Zinc

est regards,

F.C.Collins {Jr*
AACM U.S.Navy (Ret.)
Lt.General Colin L. Powell,USAF (798 5{/34)
National Security Advisor

27 A Lee Avenue

Ft. Myers, Va 22211






— oy S
W

R AT ,'SURVIVAL TWENTY-ONE

“ -“~.:: N : .’_7 R
BERCAN 7 March 1988 &el7717
Eh - _ .

- Dear Mr President;

You are now on the home stretch of a successful presidency, the
first "two termer" since President Eisenhower. If you will recall,
the Key to your landslide success cver Mpr Carter was the manner in
which he failed to successfully handle the Iranian Hostage Crisis.
Since you are not a candidate to succeed yourself,"Irangate” may not
be a significant factor to you. However, as the last Chief Advisor

"to the Commander in Chief of the Imperial Iranian Navy, Admiral Kamal
Habibollahi ,before and during the revolution which toppled the Shah,
it is most important to me.

I still maintain real time contact with my Iranian friends with
whom I worked in Teheran during the turbulant years of 1978-79. Their
intelligence plus the media releases leads me to believe that for the
first time in % long years there is a credible sign of Khomeini’s
weakening grase on thnie wWill of Iranians. I G=ilieve that befoire sou
leave office you could redeem the disservice which Col NMorth and Adm
Foindexter did to your administration by their il1l-advised,though
highest motive,attempts to get our hostages freed.

My Iranian friends tell me that the Iranians are very tired of
the war and of the dicaster which Khomeini has brought to their
nation. Should we not take advantage of that weakened hold to y
accelerate the Ahyatollah’s departure and the installation of a’
government who could restore the friendly relationship with which we
enjoyed with Iran during the pre-revocluticnary years ?

Would it not be at least worth getting together with Knowleg—
able Iranians who love and long for their country and who Know the-
mind of Khomeini and their fellow Iranians better than any of our
"experts " to discover what they might recommend ? I believe that it
would be & move which could consolidate you as a wise, freedom-loving
and action oriented president for history to revere.

Please give me a call at 978 5434 of %31 2888 if you are
interested in investigating this further.

Sincerest regards.

F;.C.Collins,Jr"’%/

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Retired)

Honorable Ronald W.Reagan
President of the United States of America
1400 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C,. 20300
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