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Biff Henley:

I recall now that Dottie told me that
she forgot to xerox a copy of the
signed letter that went out -- so
attached is all we had. RR did
personally sign the revised letter.

Thanks.

Kathy O.

P.S. I was already back in Wash. D.C.
at the time.
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DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 BURNS Z 88082519 PREPARE MEMO STEVENS TO DAWSON
002 STEVENS Z 88082614 FOR SIGNATURE

003 X 88082919 DONLEY SGD MEMO
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 6224

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

August
MEMORANDUM FOR RHETT DAWSON
FROM: 'Q¥AUL SCHOTT STEVENS
SUBJECT: Response to Letter on Iran Air 655 Compensation

The NSC staff approves the attached draft response as amended.

Attachment

Tab A White House Staffing Memo dtd 8/30/88
w/Amended Draft
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August 26, 1988
——
Paul,

Bob Perito called this morning to relay
several thoughts that Amb. Negroponte
had on the attached draft. I think

I have captured them in our revisions --
you may wish to run the amended version

past Bob.
PR
Thanks.
Bill
\EBZR&, ?AZT
Mp | 8¢S
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:  8/25/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/30/88

susJect: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655

.

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a a HOBBS a O
DUBERSTEIN a a HOOLEY O O
POWELL _aos. clnen. r i ( a KRANQWITZ O O
MILLER - OMB a a MASENG a 0
OGLESBY O O  RANGE O O
BAUER d a RISQUE O a
CRiBB g a RYAN a a4
CRIPPEN d a SPRINKEL .| a
CULVAHOQUSE a a TUCK a a
DAWSON ) / TUTTLE d d
DONATELLI a a d a
FITZWATER a a d a
REMARKS:  please advise if you have any Factual edits on the attached
letter by close of business August 30th. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

Rhett Dawson
Ext. 2702
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REMARKS:
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATS:  8/25/88 ACTION/CONCURRRNCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/30/88

sussecr: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655

ACTION FY!
VICE PRESIDENT g o HOB8S g q
DUBERSTEIN O, O  HOOLEY o g
rowm"""'_:;{ O  KRANOWITZ o a
MILLER - OMB O O  MASENG o g
OGLESBY O O  RANGE o o
BAUER O O  RISQUE * o o
CRisS 0 O  RYAN o g |
CRIPPEN O O  SPRINKEL a o
CULVAHOUSE 0 Op TUcK a a
DAWSON » / TUTTLE a a !
DONATELLI g a o a
FITZWATER a a o o

Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached
letter by close of business August 30th. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

fhaett Dawiaon
Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
pate:  8/25/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/30/88
SUBJECT: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655
ACTION FYI | ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  Hosss g a
| ouserstEN M, O  HOOLEY a g
POWELI | O  KRANOWITZ g aQ
MILLER - OMB O O  MASENG a g
¥
OGLESBY O O  RANGE a o
BAUER O O  RISQUE a o
CRIBB o 0 RYAN a ad
CRIPPEN a a SPRINKEL a O
CULVAHOUSE O 0O TUck O O
DAWSON g / TUTTLE a d
DONATELLI g Q a a
FITZZWATER g a o ad
REMARKS:

Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached
tletter by close of business-August-36+k. Thank you.

Aogust oAt

RESPONSE:

Rhett Dawson
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 25, 1988

Dear Mrs. Lebow:

I'm sorry to be s¢ late in answering your letter of July 18,
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and
reached my desk.

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss
of your loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner
007. We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was
off course was no excuse for this savage and ilnhumane attack. We
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower
echelon military leaders and not the Politburc in the Rremlin.
But even 80 it was an unconsclonable act of barbarism. And this
has been told to those in top government positions.

However with regard to the U.S.S. Stark and the traglc loss
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was
fired by an Iraqi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity.
W acknowledged and apologized for the error, Md offexed o Ay
M Tk ,

M
Now as to the [Mwe have offered in the Flight 655
shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsocever in
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians.
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of dif-
ferent countries. I think what we have prpoposed 1s the civilized
thing to do and reveals the difference bhetween us and the bar-

baric terrorism of some other countries.
T owE Bk Ml ACTED VeRy Pty W RSCERTT Lekh W RESTondy

To TRt o

Uhen e had rof tha Quadaffi was behind a errrs killing, vgs BX BRE1S §D
Our planes Libya with bombs and misgiles and let it be  ewr mwenwt

known this weuld be our response to any further terrorism. A oF InF.
o / PPN E
— Again my sympgthy for your great lo‘sé. // sM Trow
~ Sincg,rély, Aiuanmyy

yd AN

u/ Armad I

v ﬁ\ N Hir,

'W“’W K pttaH2 24 A W

AT et BB w0 QUENeN O sl ReSewE










6224

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

August 26, 1988

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR PAUI SCHOTT STEVENS
FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNSWG

SUBJECT: Response to Letter on Iran Air 655 Compensation

The attached draft requires several revisions.

&

R Sovs S
Dan Levin and Randy ers concur.
Ne

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to Dawson at Tab I, concurring in the
draft as amended.

Approve !E Disapprove

Attachments

Tab I Stevens Memo to Dawson
Tab A White House Staffing Memo dtd 8/30/88
w/Revised Draft



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 25, 1988

Dear Mrs. Lebow:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of July 18,
but i+ has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and
reach.d my desk.

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss
of your loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner
007. We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was
off course was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack. We
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin.
But even so it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this
has been told to those in top governmment positions.

However with regard to the U.S.S. Stark and the tragic loss
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was
fired by an Iragi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity.

IRaQ w5 They—have acknowledged and apologized for the error, Awy offexed To FAY
= CoMPENSATION
COMPENSAN

Now as to the(}epa;atioggawe have offered in the Flight 655
shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsoever in
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians.
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of dif-
ferent countries. I think what we have proposed is the civilized
thing to do and reveals the difference bifagén us and the bar-

baric terrorism of some other countries
 we I-HNE Mip ALTED Ve Hbu.v[ w Kot “)emus v Resrwgé To Temoe.n;M@

When we had proof that Quadaffl was behlnd a terrorlst kllllng ‘NE CrEnci @D

Our planes(%:racke&Jleya with bombs and missiles and let it be oot RIUHY
known this uld be our response to any further terrorism. uib/ OF SEVF-
aked o DEPENSE
b e e acel L Dha g OF Ui aaces cigainst beee
Again my sympathy for your great loss. Toou.
STRon(»
i . , Adi v
srivere Sincerely, preL
Aemas T
Him
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Aurpust 25, 1988

Dear Myrs. Lebhaw:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of July 18,
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and
reached my d4csk.

First let me offer .2y heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss
of your loved ones in th: shooting down of the Korean Alrliner
007. We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was
0ff cource was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack. We
have rcocon ta belicve thelir savage decd was ordered by lower
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin.
But even $o it was an unconsciconable act of barbarism. And this
hag becen told to those in top government positions.

However with regard to the U.S$.S. Stark and the tragic loss
of 1ife, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. Tt was
fired by an Iraql pilot and was a case of mistaken identity. .
:Ewihas They-hova acknowlcedged and apologized for the error,mziogidi%ai SSRRSTIRRRY.
-~ Neead i
How as to the ﬁ§§i§§%§%%%?we have offered in the Flight 655
shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsocver in
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians,
The passcengers who lost thelr llves were from a nuaber of dif-
fercnt countries. I think what we have proposed is the civilized
thing to do and reveals the dlfference between us and the bar-
barie terrorism of some other countries.

With regard to retaliation may I paint out\@éﬂdidwrﬂtaliate
<lurle o when we had proof that Quadaffi was behind a terrorist killing, ek

.;Jq

K e e T : X . T T T X wy
Cur plenes~etascicd Libya with bombs and missiles and let it he .
Enoyin this would be cur rasponse to any further terrorism. <

=<
Ianin wy syispathy for yeur great loss. Cé.
:\-
Sincerely, g.é{
C\S o
_ o :
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 8/25/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/30/88

susject: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655

ACTION FYI | ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  Hosess | o o
DUBERSTEIN O, O  HOOLEY o o
POWELL J 0  KRANOWITZ o g
MILLER - OMB O O  MASENG O g
OGLESBY O O  RANGE o o
BAUER O O  RISQUE g g
CRIBB O O  RYAN o O
CRIPPEN O O  SPRINKEL o O
CULVAHOUSE o / TUCK O O
DAWSON TUTTLE o o
DONATELL O O
FITZWATER o o O g

REMARKS:

Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached

tletter by close of business August 30th. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Rhett Dawson
Ext. 2702



August 25, 1988

Dear Mrs. Lebow:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of July 18,
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and
reached my desk.

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss
of vour loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner
007. We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was
off course was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack. We
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin.
But even so it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this
has been told to those in top government positions.

However with regard to the U.S.S. Stark and the tragic loss
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was
fired by an Iragi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity.
They have acknowledged and apologized for the error.

Now as to the reparations we have offered in the Flight 655
shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsoever in
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians.
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of dif-
ferent countries. I think what we have proposed is the civilized
thing to do and reveals the difference between us and the bar-
baric terrorism of some other countries.

With regard tc retaliation may I point out we did retaliate
when we had proof that Quadaffi was behind a terrorist killing.
our planes attacked Libya with bombs and missiles and let it be
knowni this would e our response to any further terrorism.

Again my sympathy for vour great loss.

Sincerely,



Lenore D. Lebow
186 Beach 25 Street
rar Rockaway, N.Y, 11691

July 18, 1988

Mr. President: '
How dare you offer to pay reparation te the Iranian pooﬁla.
The downing of rlight 655 was a tervible tragic accident,
but that plane was in the direct line of fire thru no fault
of the U.S5. Navy,
My daughter and my 8 month o0ld grandaon wers passengers on
KAL 007 that the Russiansg shot down. You youraalfynaid that
they knew they were shooting a civilian airliner. That plane
was not in a war sone. The Russians did not offer us reparation,
Or sven an apology. They didn't even allew the U.S. to look
for bodies. In a very short time you forgot what they did -
a slap on the wrist and all was forgiven. What a disgrace to
us who lost our loved ones at the hands of those Russian murderars.
By your standarda it's O.X. for Iran to kidnap American
peocple and hold them hostage for years, its O.K. for them to
commit acta of terzorism aéainlt Americans all over the world.
1ts O.X. for them to attack tha U.5,8, Stark and kill 37 Americans,

This goes on and on.

Its time you stopped apologizing and start retaliating.



F 208, MRt HA o2dd | vRLU I E- Qo OQ  — e e w

You are a great disappointment to me Mr. President. I

no longer vote because of you and your administration,

Lenore D, Lebow

Lenore Lebow
186 Beach 25 Street
Far Rockaway, New York 11691
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