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WAS HIN GTON 

July 20, 1987 

Mr. President: 

This is not an action paper; nor do the 
answers represent recommended policy. This 
paper is simply an effort to stimulate 
interagency thinking on contingencies. 

You may find it useful to stimulate your 
thoughts as well. 

I/ 
, . / .' {_ 

nk C. Carlucci 

~~ Attachment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
September 28, 1988 

Biff Henley: 

I recall now that Dottie told me that 
she forgot to xerox a copy of the 
signed letter that went out -- so 
attached is all we had. RR did 
personally sign the revised letter. 

Thanks. 

Kathy 0. 

P.S. I was already back in Wash. D.C. 
at the time. 
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Colin Powell 
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From: NSDGR --CPUA 

- NOTE FROM1 DIANE ROSS 
SUBJECT: Lebow ltr 

08/29/88 16 : 07:1 1 

A l etter to Mrs. Lebow r e: flight 655 sho□tdown was dac □m 'd out t □ y o u 
It was a Dawson Referra l 

COB Aug. 30. However, Dawson's office 
and r equired clearance by 
called to say that they 

made a mistake and need clearance by COB t oday. The log n umber is 
Paul wanted Bob to concur □n it before he signed it . 

Would appreci a t e it if you could let us know if you concur ASAP. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

1988 AUG 29 
August 29, 1988 Fi! 7: 09 

MEMORANDUM FOR RHETT DAWSON ~ 

FROM : ~AUL SCHOTT STEVENS{\.,\., \ 

6224 

SUBJECT : Response to Letter on Iran Air 655 Compensation 

The NSC staff approves the attached draft response as amended. 

Attachment 

Tab A White House Staffing Memo dtd 8/30/88 
w/Amended Draft 
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NATJONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

August 26, 1988 

Paul, 

Bob Perito called this morning to relay 
several thoughts that Arnb . Negroponte 
had on the attached draft. I think 
I have captured them in our revisions 
you may wish to run the amended version 
p ast Bob . 

...,_..-- ""' 
Thanks. 

Bill 

~ i/~r 
1:92- / 3¥-S-

~ 



DocumentNo. S 7 l.o 'l "l ·CJ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ s_/_2 _s /_s_s __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/30/88 

SUBJECT: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 6 5 5 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HOBBS □ □ 

DUBERSTEIN 

~ 
□ HOOLEY □ □ 

POWELL ~ ~~ □ KRANOWITZ □ □ 

MILLER• 0MB □ □ MASENG □ □ 

OGLESBY □ □ RANGE □ □ 

BAUER □ □ RISQUE □ □ 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE □ 

~ 
TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI □ □ □ □ 

FITZWATER □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached 
i letter by close of business August 30th. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATI: __ a;_2_s_;e_e __ AC'nONICONCUIIIIINCIJCOMMINT DUI IY: 8/30/88 

SU"ICT: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICI PIIISIDINT □ CJ HOIIS □ □ 

DUllltSfflN ::;t □ HOOLIY □ □ 

,OWILL CJ KRANOWITZ □ □ 

MIWII-OMI □ Cl MASENG □ □ 

OGUSIY □ □ RANGI □ □ 

IAUIII □ □ RISQUI □ □ 

CAIII □ □ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPIN □ □ SPRINKEL a 0 

CULVAHOUSI □ t' 
TUCK 0 □ 

DAWSON □ rum1 □ □ 

DONAnW CJ □ 0 □ 

FITZWATER CJ □ a □ 

REMARKS: Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached 
:letter by close of business August 30th. 

HSPONSI: 

Thank you. 

Rhett Oawton 
bt. 2701 

I . 

I 



Document No. -S 7 \a I 7 CJ 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ a_/_2 5_/_a_a __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE IY: 8/30/88 

SUIJECT: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HOBBS □ 0 

DUBERSTEIN □ HOOLEY □ □ 
- : 

POWELL □ KRANOWln □ □ 

MILLER-OMI □ □ MASENG □ □ 

OGLESBY □ □ RANGE □ □ 

BAUER □ □ RISQUE □ □ 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE □ r:; TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI □ □ □ □ 

FITZWATER □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached 

: letter by close of business,August 30th. 

~ ~-

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 

I 

I 
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Dear Mrs. Lebow: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 25, 1988 

F'AGE 02 

I'm sorry to be so late in answerin9 you~ letter of July 18, 
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and 
reached my desk. 

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss 
of your loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner 
007. We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was 
off course was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack. We 
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower 
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin. 
But even so it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this 
has been told to those in top government positions. 

However with regard to the u.s.s. Stark and the tragic loss 
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was 
fired by an Iraqi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity. 
'llhe;{ :ha•1e acknowledged and apologized for the error, At.1 e>fF~ "to 
C,..~ ~S~Tl•M. 

C.OM~.S~"'Mn..l... 
Now as to the fpepal'a.tLoAlt.J we have offered in the. Flight 655 

shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsoever in 
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly 
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians. 
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of di£· 
ferent countries. I think what we have pr osed is the civilized 
thing to do and reveals the difference b wee us and the bar­
baric terrorism of some other countries. 
1'? ~ ~ .. M-lfl> VW."(\ F-\C..1.'1 W ~ ~ N1Lt, 1111 ffll'o 

. . 
When we had proof that QuadaffI. was behind a 
~ur planes IA-41.....,.~-"' Libya with bombs and mis 
known this uld be our response to any fur~ 

errori~t kil~ingJ ~£ c:itfl\t..i;iro 
iles and let l t be o•.c. ltl~ 

I 

--- I 
~ / 

Again my sympathy for your great loss. 
/ 

er terrorism. r,F- nv. 
.4 l)~t? 

A,'1) ,-.~ 

s~ 
M "•" M,f. "J 
~ 
Af,ffi,-4,.. 

"''""'"' . , . 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 26, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNS wf!; 

6224 

SUBJECT: Response to Letter on Iran Air 655 Compensation 

The attached draft ~e •- ires several revisions. 
1)L 

Dan Levin and Randy ers concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to Dawson at Tab I, concurring in the 
draft as amended. 

Approve~ Disapprove ----

Attachments 

Tab I Stevens Memo to Dawson 
Tab A White House Staffing Memo dtd 8/30/88 

w/Revised Draft 



Dear Mrs. Lebow: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 25, 1988 

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of July 18, 
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and 
reached my desk. 

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss 
of your loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner 
007. We have told the soviet leaders the fact that the plane was 
off course was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack. We 
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower 
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin . 
But even so it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this 
has been told to those in top government positions. 

However with regard to the U.S . S. Stark and the tragic loss 
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was 
fired by an Iraqi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity. 

k~l'tQ 1-1-A-S '!!hey aav.e acknowledged and apologized for the error , Aw~ oFF~ 1° ~~'1 
(.~ ,.,._f.£NSAT\ol-l • 

C, Ill M Pia,,,,,,S '""'l"'-l_ 
Now as to the (r e para~ione;J we have offered in the Flight 655 

shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsoever in 
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly 
with the families of the victims and they are not all Iranians. 
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of dif­
ferent countries. I think what we have prosed is the civilized 
thing to do and reveals the difference b wee , us and the bar-
baric terrorism of some other countries. \ 
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Again my sympathy for your great loss. M ~ok.. 
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AU(JUSt 25, 1988 

Dear Mrs. Lebow. 

I~m sorry to be so l ate in answering your letter of July 18 , 
but it has only jus t now made its way through the bureaucracy and 
reached my desk . 

First let me offer ny heartfelt sympathy to you for the los s 
of your loved ones in t h..: shoot ing down of the Korean A.irliner 
007 . we h a ve told the Soviet l eaders the f a ct tha t the pl ane was 
oft courDe was no excuse for this s avage and i nhumane attack . We 
have r o acn to be lieve their savage deed was ordered by lower 
eche l on military lead~rs and not the Politburo in the Kr emlin . 
But even s o it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this 
has been told to those in top government positions . 

However with regard to the u.s.s. Stark and the tragic l oss 
of life , the mis s ile was not fired by an Iranian pla ne . It was 
fired by a n Iraqi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity. ' . 

:G,-a1. vi~ 'Fhe-y---nn-v-e acknowl edged and ~pologized for the error 1 OYd d.61.'ci to JXhj co-. ·,/ . " .(1: :vi 
r1 -r1i'Y 111<11ti,~A 1

_ I 1 
Now as to the i;::g.( r~r:r~s' we have offered in the Flight 6 5 5 

shootdown , the Ira nian government will h ave no ro le \•1hatsoever in 
the handling of the money. It is our inte ntion to dea l direct ly 
wi th the families of the victims and the y are not all Iranians . 
The passengers who lost their lives wer e from a number of dif­
f erent countries. I think what we have proposed is the civilized 
thing to do and reveals the difference be tween us and the bar­
bar ic terrorism of some other countries. 

With r-ega:rd to retaliation may I point out 't'e---d±d--t-··et·a l-i -te 
-sf-r11,:l:, __ ].J!)_~ e had proof that Quadaffi was behind a terroris t kil ing_., :• C': r-:;,:,-i , ... :,:<.-:J 

Our pla~tt~...:.;. Libya with bombs and miss i 1e s and l e t it be ·< ,:::;. 
known this would ba our response to any furthe r t errorism . ~ 

l :~in my sympathy for you r grea t l oss . 

sincere ly , 
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Document No. .S 7 ~ 1 l Cf · 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ------8/25/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE IY: 8/30/88 

SUBJECT: LETTER TO MRS. LEBOW RE: FLIGHT 655 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VIC! PRESIDENT □ □ HOBBS □ □ 

DUBERSTEIN 

~ 
□ HOOLEY □ □ 

POWELL □ KRANOWITZ □ □ 

MIUER-OMB □ □ MASENG □ □ 

OGLESBY □ □ RANGE □ □ 

BAUER □ □ RISQUE □ □ 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI D D 

FITZWATER □ □ □ D 

REMARKS: Please advise if you have any factual edits on the attached 
: letter by close of business August 30th. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 25, 1988 

Dear Mrs. Lebow : 

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of July 18, 
but it has only just now made its way through the bureaucracy and 
reached my desk. 

First let me offer my heartfelt sympathy to you for the loss 
of your loved ones in the shooting down of the Korean Airliner 
007 . We have told the Soviet leaders the fact that the plane was 
off course was no excuse for this savage and inhumane attack . We 
have reason to believe their savage deed was ordered by lower 
echelon military leaders and not the Politburo in the Kremlin. 
But even so it was an unconscionable act of barbarism. And this 
has been told to those in top government positions. 

However with regard to the u.s.s . Stark and the tragic loss 
of life, the missile was not fired by an Iranian plane. It was 
fired by an Iraqi pilot and was a case of mistaken identity. 
They have acknowledged and apologized for the error. 

Now as to the reparations we have offered in the Flight 655 
shootdown, the Iranian government will have no role whatsoever in 
the handling of the money. It is our intention to deal directly 
with the families of the victims and they are not all Irani.ans . 
The passengers who lost their lives were from a number of dif­
ferent countries. I think what we have proposed is the civilized 
thing to do and reveals the difference between us and the bar­
baric terrorism of some other countries. 

With regard to retaliation may I point out we did retaliate 
when we had proof that Quadaffi was behind a terrorist killing. 
Our planes attacked Libya with bombs and missiles and let it be 
known this would be our response to any further terrorism. 

Again my sympathy for your great loss. 

Sincerely, 



Lenore o. Let>ow 
1ae neaah 25 Street 
rar ROCkaway, N.Y. ll69l 

July 18, 1988 

tu. Pre■ident: 

How dare you offer to pay reparation to the Iranian peopla. 

Th• downing ot Flight 155 wa1 a ta~.i~l• tragic accid•nt, 

but that plane waa in the direct line of fire thru no fault 

ot th• u.s. Navy. 

My daughter and my 8 month old grand1on were pa1aen9era on 

:kAL 007.that the aua■iana ahot down. You youreelf 1aid that 

they knew they w•r• ■hootini a oivilian airliner. That plane 

waa not 1n • war tone. The Ru11ians did not offer u1 raparation, 

or even an apoloqy. They didn't •ven allow the u.s. to look 

for bodie■• In a very short timt you forgot what they did -

a 1lap on the wri1t and all wa1 forgiven. What• diagrac• to 

us who lo1t our loved on•• at the hand■ ot thoae au11ian murderers. 

By your ■ tandard■ it' ■ o.x. tor Iran to kidnap American 

people and hold them hostage for years, it• O,K. tor them to 

commit act1 of terroriam again1t American• all over the world. 

Ita o.~. for them to attack the u.s,s. St•rk and kill 37 Americans. 

Thi• goea on and on. 

tt• time you ■topped apologizing and 1tart retaliating. 
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You are a great disappointment to me Mr. President. I 

no longer vote because of you and your administration. 

Lenore o. LebOw 

Lenore Le:bow 
186 seach 25 Street 
Far Rockaway, New York ll69l 
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