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The Honorable Marvin 0. Teague 
Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals 
Room A - 203 
Supreme Court Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Judge Teague: 

United States Department of State 

Wash ington, D. C. 20520 

J.l. 281988 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan concern­
ing the U.S. offer to pay compensation to the families of the 
victims of Iran Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 
in the recent downing of Iran Air 655 by a U.S. vessel, and has 
conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to the 
other governments of those on board the flight. As President 
Reagan announced, for humanitarian reasons, the United States 
will compensate the families o f the victims in a way that does 
not involve the Iranian Government. The U.S. offer is 
voluntary and not a matter of leg a l obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are 
currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 
Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 
was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 
States has not made payment of compensation to the families 
contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 
because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 
changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 
payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 
reward terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 
dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- the 
Iran-Iraq war . The United States is working with states in the 
region and outside it to find a negotiated settlement of the 
bilateral conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 
UN Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of 
Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishes a 
solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi­
ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 
return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 
determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong­
ly believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 
means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 
sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 
is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

-. 
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The United •States will continue to work with the UN 
Security Council •and the Secretary General to bring an end to 
this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will 
remain in the Gulf to protect our national interests. 

Sincerely yours, 

o~-= ~ ;J&__J'~~ 
Charles E. Redman 

Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affairs and 
Department Spokesman 
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OF THE SHOOTING DOWN OF THE IRANIAN AIRBUS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
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MARVIN 0 . TEAGUE 

\,I 
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JUDGE, COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
ST A TE OF TEXAS 

J uly 5, 1988 
ROOM A-203, SUPREME COURT BUILDING 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 
TELEPHONE (AC 512) 

President Ronald Reagan 
President 
United States of America 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: Shooting Down the Iranian Airbus 

Dear President Reagan: 

I write this letter as a private citizen. 

463-1580 
464-1555 

8822442 

If what I have read so far about the captioned is correct, 
Captain Will Rogers, Captain, U.S.S. Vincennes, deserves to be 
awarded this Nation's Distinguished Service Cross or the 
Distinguished Service Medal for giving the order that destroyed 
in seconds the obviously ordered kamikaze mission that this 
plane was then on. This should take place at the first 
opportune moment. 

You need to stress two things to those who have opposite 
views, and that is (1) the Iranian Shiites believe that 
regardless of age, whether one day or one hundred years, and 
apparently wi t hout knowledge that they are going to be killed, 
to them, death in battle means martyrdom, and (2) this plane was 
on a suicide mission. Of course, the United States Government 
should not pay one cent either to the Iranian Government or to 
the relatives of those killed. 

Hopefully, Imam Khomeini, who the United States Government 
must assume some responsibility for taking power, will soon die 
and Iran will undergo a revolution that will make our Civil War 
look like a tea party, and that he will be replaced by someone 
more acceptable to the United States Government. In the 
meantime, the United States Government should adopt a policy 
that nothing goes in and nothing comes out of Iran, and any 
attempt to do so will meet with the same fate as the Airbus did. 

Very truly yours, 

MOT : jl 

SE) 

--~ · 
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July 15, 1988 

Dear Ed: 

•rhanks for the note.. As always, it's good 
to hear from you and to get your impressions 
of events in the news. I think I should have 
you at my next press conference. 

Nancy joins roe in sending our best .. 

Sincerely, 

Mr . Ed Reimers 
200 North Cliffwood Avenue 
Los .Angeles, California 90049 

RR:AVH:JPC:pps 
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Pres t dent Ronald Reagan 
The Pres i dent of the 

Uni ted States 
The Whi te House 

HON. ROBERT PAUL MANGIERI 
102 HANEY ROAD 

KUNKLETOWN, PA. 18058 

7/11/88 

1600 Pe nns ylvant a Ave . , N.W. 
Washf ngton , D.C. 20500 

Dear Pres i dent Reagan: 

Subj: Pay t ng the Relat t ves 
of the Iran Ai rl t ner 
Shot Down 

I want to congratulate you on your deci s i on to pay the 
relati ves of the Irani an Ai rl i ner shot down. Thi s deci s i on 
t s just ~ne way that proves you wt ll go down t n , h i story · as 
one of the best Pres t dents our Nati on has ever had. 

I want you also to know that I strongerly support your 
Gulf pol t cy and I want to thank you for all you have down 
for our Nati on. Amer t ca needed you and you were there. 

I would be honored t f I could meet wi th you i n the 
Oval Of :rtce- an-d-be-----piro1:Q9XAP-hed_ t t _would- be_one of the 
h t ghl t ghts of -my l t fe _-

I worry what wt l l happen to our Natt on, when you leave 
off t ce, s i nce you have done such a great job. 

I want you always to cons t der me a fr t end and I want 
to say Thank You for bet ng our Pres t dent. 

St ncerely, 

Hon. Robert P. Mangi eri 





ID# 584641 
------..... 

\ 

INCOMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET co O 71 -

DATE RECEIVED : JULY 15, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT : MR. PETER J. REENSTRA 

SUBJECT: SENDS TELEGRAM STRONGLY OPPOSING ANY 
COMPENSATION TO FAMILIES OF IRANIAN AIRLINER 
SHOT DOWN IN THE PERSIAN GULF 

ACTION D:ISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

ORG 88/07/15 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

COMMENTS : 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA : T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ----- ( B) ----- (C) ____ _ 

--ACTION CODES: --DISPOSITION wOUTGOING _, 
-CORRESPONDENCE: _, 

-A-APPROPRIATE ACTION --A-ANSWERED -TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
--C-COMMENT/RECOM -B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL _, OF SIGNER _, 
-D-DRAFT RESPONSE -C-COMPLETED _, CODE= A _, 
--F-FURNISH FACT SHEET -S-SUSPENDED -COMPLETED= DATE OF 
-I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC- OUTGOING -
-R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY -
-S-FOR-SIGNATURE 
-X-INTERIM REPLY 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 17, 1988 

Dear Mr. Reenstra: 

On behalf of President Reagan, thank you for your telegram 
concerning compensation to the families of the victims o~ Iran 
Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life in the 
recent downing of Iran Air flight 655 by a U.S. vessel, and has 
conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to the other 
governments of those on board the flight. As the President 
announced, for humanitarian ·reasons, the United States will 
compensate the families of the victims in a way that does not 
involve the Iranian Government. The United States offer is 
voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are currently 
under study. No compensation will be paid to the Government of 
Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which was owned and 
operated by the Iranian Government. The United States has not 
made payment of compensation to the families contingent on 
changes of behavior by the Iranian Government because this might 
be interpreted that we are prepared to reward the Iranian 
Government for change. To make payment contingent on the release 
of our own hostages indirectly rewards terrorism and 
hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most dangerous 
and destructive source of regional tension -- the Iran-Iraq war. 
We are working to find a negotiated settlement of the bilateral 
conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the UN Security 
Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of Resolution 598 
on July 20, 1987. The resolution established a solid basis to 
ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immediate cease-fire and 
withdrawal to international borders, the return of prisoners of 
war, and the establishment of a body to determine responsibility 
for the war. The United States strongly believes that 
implementation of Resolution 598 is the best means to achieve a 
comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both sides have now 
accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now is to bring it 
into practical effect to end the conflict. 



The United States will continue to work with the UN Security 
Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to this tragic 
war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will remain in the 
Gulf to protect our national interests. 

~ 
Kevin Kruke 

Special Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Director of Public Liaison 

Mr. Peter J. Reenstra 
Labor United for a Strong America 
P.O. Box 18202 
East Hartford, Connecticut 06118 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 15, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY ~ 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS / 

5946 

SUBJECT: Response to Telegram Opposing Compensation for 
Victims of Iran Air 655 

The NSC staff approves the attached draft response. 

Attachment 
Tab A State Transmittal Memo dtd 8/11/88 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 15, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEYP-ffr 

5946 

SUBJECT: Response to Telegram Opposing U.S. Compensation 
for Victims of Iran Air 655 

The attached draft response looks fine. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the me~orandum 

Approve~ 

to Sally Kelley at Tab I. 

Disapprove ---

Attachments 
Tab I Stevens Memo to Kelley 

Tab A State Transmittal Memo dtd 8/11/88 
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Mr. Reenstra: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DRAFT REPLY 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan concern­

ing the U. S . offer to pay compensation to the families of the 

victims of Iran Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 

in the recent downing of Iran Air flight 655 by a U.S . vessel, 

and has conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to 

the other governments of those on board the flight. As 

President Reagan announced, for humanitarian reasons, the 

United States wil ~ compensate the families of the victims in a 

way that does not involve the Iranian Government. The U. S. 

offer is voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are 

currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 

Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 

was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 

States has not made payment of compensation to the families 

contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 

Mr. Peter J . Reenstra, 
Labor United for a Stro ng America, 

P.O. Box 18202, 
East Hartford, Connecticut. 
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because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 

changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 

reward terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- the 

Iran-Iraq war. The United States is working with states in the 

region and outside it to find a negotiated settlement of the 

bilateral conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 

UN Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of 

Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishes a 

solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi­

ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 

return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 

determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong­

ly believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement . Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN 

Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U. S . military forces will 

remain in th~ Gulf to protect our national inter~sts. 

Sincerely, 
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J: ai:i:i. re p Jy i og ta yrnir we:;.~&i ge to President Reagan/\concern-

ing t he U .S. aff e r to p ay compensation to the families of the 

victims of Iran Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 

in the recent downing of Iran Air flight 655 by a U.S. vessel, 

and has conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to 

the other governments of those on board the flight. As ~ 

President J2.e aga n announced, for humanitarian reasons, the 

United States will compensate the families of the victims in a 

way that does not involve the Iranian Government. The ~ . l.J.-..-..'t--~_ 
"'b~~ 

offer is voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are 

currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 

Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 

was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 

States has not made payment of compensation to the families 

contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 

Mr. Peter J. Reenstra, 
Labor United for a Strong America, 

P.O. Box 18202, 
East Hartford, Connecticut. 
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-\. \o.._~~~~~ 
because this ~ suggest H1a t we are prepared to reward ~ 

~ hang ~~ S¥ paying ~OPP¥ t,.Q the _Iranian Governmen ~~ 7!,e+\'i 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages , w.gul~ 

rewar~ terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- the 
' 

. U-:)e..., CJ-4..... . . . Ass. ,h l~ 
Iran-Iraq war. Tho l1n1tod States rs working w,;i,tl:'l: 3tates 111 tl:'l:e,... 

~ 

.cegiot1 ;1od ontsiclo i t to find a negotiated settlement of the 

bilateral conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 

UN Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of 

Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishJ a 

solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi­

ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 

return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 

determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong­

ly believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to Bnd the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN 

Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will 

remain in the Gulf to protect our national interests. 

Sincerely, 
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