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September 14 1 1988 

r ..:r,lying to you:r lc•tt~r to ?rczid-.:nt H,.:;a.93.:n concerning the 
ofit:r :..o pa~ coir.tptn~Qticl~ tcj -t:.ht~ lcir~i1.i'2..;.:. (:,f the ,.ricti1u.s oi: 
Air rlfght 1.)55 .. I .1.'t:.!g.rdt tlv, d,:::1.-;.y in this reuponse . 

Th(: Uni. te:<l t.tah,;$ c.~:ep:t:· t>:(irictS Ll:.;,,: L(.;1gi,-: JG;-$ Qf 1if~,; ir: the 
r,.;cun dvwning of Ira;;. hit flic;ht: 555 by a. u . 5 . ve::HH .. ~l, . nd hu:;;; 
t..:..:..1nV>E:~·ed it:; position tc,; thB Iranian GtYl!.rnr:K.:nt u.nd to the othtr 
y-o·t·.n-r,1ih::n.t-:.::; \.Ji. th<:.i::;1;:- en b(:.>arcl t;l,.t :ligh\':. A.~) Pr,;.;iJiCG.1i.t;. i<ei.!girn. 
annour~-.;uc., ::.'r .. ;ir l'n.ur1.u!.",itarian rt?:d80n~,. tbe Fnit.E:!.'.--:. StaLt2S w .. ill 
comp,-,r .. sJ.te the :..·.3.mi.1.i,;':c,. u:i..'. t·lt:..: victim8 :~,. El w;;.y t:rrnt does ,1cd.: 

ir1vol,r .. th~: :tr.:...r,.5~;1:-l (ic1·./~:::-n:.7tt~r:.t. ~rl'tt:.~ 'C'"~. ~:,!::ft~r· is v,.;,luritar~; 
£.!id noc -.-;. mat!.1-;_,r o~: lecJal vblis~.t.i::;;1. 

fl1!1e t.!:r.can9eL.~:rt'l.r, for c!i:r0c:t. tJ~ .. r•·;·::. er~+.. t-v tht~ i ~.i-nilir:.ri (J_.t·e 
curr0r~t1 \ ui1.t.le!:' si.:utl:,~ . !L.) (.~orr~i-teri~;:.t .. .:.~j::i ·vii 1:~- :,~~ 1:1t1:i<l tc~ 
-\.:ht; GvVt.L.t-.n,,;':: o:::: I1:;,.m ;er , .. h0 lo~;:. ui t"l•J :;:.i...r<.!rai:t its".:::lf:, 
'!;Jhif..!h \h~.o 0w.::ed .:1nd or;~r.-.: t :ct b.1 1.::he Ir.:- :.i.i, iar, Gov,~rri.m3n t. 'rl1~ 
i..1rd.t-':l] Stute·:: h, .. a, t: 1)t .nade puyf'\etii~ of. ccmp~r:-:;::.ti0:, to th~~ 
t~i,i~li~~ l..:unt.1."---.CJ<:!r.t. •J;t (;lt;..._nfJ~~ c.,f b(~ha~,;i(J~ 1')}' i_l1-..: Irarsii::in 
Gu\;f-;rr~-.. l:.;~i: b~\..!; ur..;~:"! i:l1i~ ti~cfu!f ~Ug(;-.-:st. t.tt,i~ wu ar11 !?l~t:pa.rer.1 t() 
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would r(-<ward t~r.t:o~ioi.!: ...:m,; hot;t..1.g~-t.akiwJ. 
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01 R•~:J..,.h.:.t.1on 593 OH JU.Li ..-:0 1 l.987 . Th;;;: r,,f;5 :>lut 1c,:: ~stacl:::.:;::110.:...; 
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~-o cic:~tt;:r.rnirt,~1 rt~~;pi.J:.--:.~ib.il.ity l.O~ thJ: "\1~tr. Tl1 .. ..; Urlit.~6 State~, 
ztr,..,ng}.y be) L.:~'-=.., th~\t.. ;..:mpl<....:1w . .::n:::.ut10J. ,;;-f f~{::i:iGlut!,:).n 593 i:" t3'1k 
bcbt m.,.,u~s to i:it~hi1..;V6 " c0mpr~henBivn, r .. .::go'Lin.tec.1 $ettl~mer..t. 
3 ~,~::,th --1~(!8!] ha\tt; 11-~-W \,.ivC(-~pt·.t:-C.1 t!'i.:..~ !{t~~~~~Uti~Jil . Tli'! ut~gl!Lflt. il(~f~~-.J . 

.. 11,..; <' i~ ~.u b.rir.1q i.t ir\tC f.'.rcJC:.t:ic,~l ~ift~'Ct ttJ (-~r1cJ t.l1e co11fli{;t . ., 
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'!'ht'-' Unit;;<l 5tut.ee,; will continue t.o WQrk wit.h tile U . N . ~..:,;urit::7 
Cou.a:,cil - ~id tht: 5f'.:cret:, ... ry Gent.:ri.il to brif.ig il!! ttnd to this t.cigic 
war . !n the 1aeantimf:! , U . S . n,ilit.ary fcrceB will rt:nu:o1in i.n th1,;.: 
Gulf to protect our nation<ll inter~tit~ . 

With beat wishe~, 

Sinc .. :.re ly, 

.Arm(; H:ttJ<Jins 
Sp~:ci~l A.s3iBld.:nt. to Ui~~ Pr~aident 

atit1 !)ir(!c·tc .~ :::.;f Correvrio~t1.01!c~e 

Mr . Robert w. Plautur 
Chairman of the Soar~ 
Empire Gae Corporation 
1700 Suuth Jefferson Stre~t 
Leb.::..r 01.., ••:i&sour i 65536 

AVH/DOS: NSC:AVH:CAD:ds ( 9AVH) 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

Sept ember 1, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY Q 
FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS'\(.~ 

SUBJECT: Response to Letter Opposing Compensation 
for Victims of Iran Air 655 

The NSC staff approves the attached draft response. 

Attachment 

Tab A State Transmittal Memo dtd 8/29/88 
w/attachments 

6281 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 31, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNSi,u& 

SUBJECT: Response to Letter Opposing Compensation 
for Victims of Iran Air 655 

The attached draft response looks fine. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to Sally Kelley at Tab I. 

Accept4 Disapprove 

6281 

Prepared by: Sandra L. Charles 

Attachments 

Tab I Stevens Memo to Kelley 
Tab A State Transmittal form dtd 8/29/88 
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A translation is attached ---

information copy of a direct reply is attached 
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---

---

REMARKS: 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel 

Other (see remarks) 

Staff 
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(CLASSIFICATON) 
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Dear Mr. Plaster: 

SUGGESTED REPLY 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

fir/I'/ .J:b<;/r-1scf fWi,;-(=/ 

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan 

concerning the U.S. offer to pay compensation to the families 

of the vict i ms of Iran Air flight 655. 

this response . 

I regret the delay in 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 

in the recent downing of Iran Air flight 6~5 by a U.S. vessel, 

and has conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to 

the other governments of those on board the flight. As 

President Reagan announced, for humanitarian reasons, the 

United States will compensate the families of the victims in a 

way that does not involve the Iranian Government. The U. S. 

offer is voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment - to the families are 

currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 

Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 

was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 

States has not made payment of compensation to the families 

contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 

Mr. Robert W. Plaster, 
Empire Gas Corporation, 

1700 So uth Jefferson Street, 
Lebanon, Missouri. 

G{( 
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because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 

changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 

reward terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- th~ c..4 ti -
Iran-Iraq war. The United Stat~ ~ ~'t;o~re

6
r lt~..:ff~~~!l~&he ~ lult$ 

~e C.ie.ta.t h G-~fe>~ 
-~-&~~~-ee Yt to find a negotiated settlement of th¢~ 

~A.<:r~ ( Pfl-c.-r~l> "J 
~~leLef~ conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 

UN,Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of . 
Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishes a 

solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi-

ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 

return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 

determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong~--

-1-y believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN . . 
Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will 

remain in the Gulf to protect our national interests. 

Sincerely, 



SUGGESTED REPLY 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Dear Mr. Plaster: 

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan 

concerning the U.S. offer to pay compensation to the families 

of the victims of Iran Air flight 655. 

this response. 

I regret the delay in 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 

in the recent downing of Iran Air flight 65.5 by a U.S. vessel, 

and has conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to 

the other governments of those on board the flight. As 

President Reagan announced, for humanitarian reasons, the 

United States will compensate the families of the victims in a 

way that does not involve the Iranian Government. The U.S. 

offer is voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment -to the fimilies are 

currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 

Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 

was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 

States has not made payment of compensation to the families 

contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 

Mr. Robert W. Plaster, 
Empire Gas Corporation, 

1700 South Jefferson Street, 
Lebanon, Missouri. 
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because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 

changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 

reward terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- th~ 1 1 1_ . 
~U.~,Port~ +h-e... eC-Co,~ ~ +1~ u~-\.l~t4 j\.,1a.,tJ;1_5 

Ir an- Iraq war. The United St ates \ i\s .Jorliing HH:1'1 s~tes *'t"R- ~he 
~~ C.v'C. -tA 'I' ~ G-. ~o. re,..~ 

r:-eg±a~ 8RQ 8Me~iec ±t to find a negotiated settlement of thfS 

~ileecr""'4. conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 

UN Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of 

Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishes a 

solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi­

ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 

return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 

determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong­

l y believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN 

Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S . military forces will 

remain in the Gulf to protect our national interests. 

Sincerely, 
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Empire Gas Ccirpo.ration 

1700 Sou1h Jefferson S1ree1 
Lebanon, Missouri 65536 
Phone 417-532-3101 

Robert W . Plaster 
Chairman of 1he Board 

r1r1 

July 12, 1988 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Any payment to the families of the Iranians who 
p er!~ in the airliner destroyed by the U.S. 

Navy in the Persian Gulf is unthinkable. 

A payment of $1 million per family, as suggested 
by the news media today, is utterly ridiculous. 
There are far more important places to spend our 
government's money. I am bitterly opposed to 
financing our enemies, the citizens of Khomeini's 
regime in Iran. 

I urge you to oppose any payments to the Iranians. 

er 
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President Ronald Reagan 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

With all due respect and honor to you and your high office, and 

having been a full supporter of yours for 8 years, I am completely 

stunned that you have supported paying Iranians for the loss of 

relat ives . Have you forgotten what they have cost us in loss of 

life and property over the last 8 years? 

I have numerous people here in this small delta town that cannot 

pay a $100 . 00 utility bill. I would love to have just a few thousand 

dolla r s in a benevolent fund to help these folks .... . for goodness 

sake send money to us rather than I ran. 

Another cloud on the national hor izon is this bill that Ted Kennedy 

is push ing to require employers to pay full medical insurance fo r 

their employees. Honorab le President, please veto this moronic 

bill if our legislators allow it to pass . 

Thanking you for your t ime and effort • in serving our. great country , 

I am , 

cc : all leg islator s 

V . P . Bush 

Re~e~ y Y 

~ - ~~ 
Whit Jone 



L/ 



ID# 584691 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING co 67/ 
DATE RECEIVED: JULY 18, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JACK FIELDS 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN OPPOSITION TO ANY PAYMENT OF 
COMPENSATION TO IRAN IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
DOWNING OF IRAN AIR FLIGHT 655 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

ALAN KRANOWITZ ORG 88/07 /18 0< J_~'l; z;(!} Tl\ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I I I --- ----REFERRAL NOTE: 
_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1240 

MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ----- ----- -----

...,ACTION CODES: -DISPOSITION -OUTGOING ..., 
wCORRESPONDENCE: ..., 

wA-APPROPRIATE ACTION ...,A-ANSWERED -TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
wC-COMMENT/RECOM wB-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL w OF SIGNER ..., 
wD-DRAFT RESPONSE wC-COMPLETED w CODE= A w 
wF-FURNISH FACT SHEET wS-SUSPENDED 
wI-INFO COPY/NO ACT NECw 

-COMPLETED= DATE OF ..., 
"" OUTGOING ..., 

wR-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY -
wS-FOR-SIGNATURE 
wX-INTERIM REPLY 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

w 

w 



July 19 , 1988 

'Thank you fot: your ,July 14 h.•ttf:r to the Prezident regarding 
the f~it:uation in the Persian Gulf . 

l'IIG appreciqt>E!d th& opportunity to rt!vi,.:.w you r ccn:n.metit,:;; 
reL:.tive tu compuis~ tion for the f.and li z ut the victim1:: ~he, 
dil'-::d in the ! ... an.inn ,.tit"litwr l.t1c1d,~11 t. As you ar .. >: a war(~ , thi-· 
Pr~s i d~nt,, hc.i:':1 n.,cich•1d a. dt:cisi•.)n i ~1 th.1.s r:1atb;;r . 'l'h1s 
det.t"rminc ti ·~1n was ou.tlin;-;:d by :1r.1:r l L, Fit zw.:tb.'!r in a. July 11 
annuunc~muit , a copy of' 1hii_."h !.: am ':::C:C io~,ing . 

Agr:1in , thunk yuu for your ir1t,..:.r,-.st. ill writing ·-,11 b~h alf of 
your cunstitue~ts in the Eighth uistrict . 

Cordictll.f, 

AL.rn ·.,. l'ranowit~ 
A3sistant •::, th:: Pr ;! ,L ,;.i.,d1t: 

The Honorabl0 JGck Fields 
Hou~e of Ppr~J~Jtatives 
~·foshii.gton ,, D . C . 20515 

Enclo 1~ure 

AMK:KRJ: 



ll JACK FIELDS 
8TH DI STRICT, TEXAS 

<!Congress of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
~oust of .l\tprtstntatibts ■ mlasbington, ;»QC 20515 

July 14, 1988 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

5-J-1/6 9 
COMMITTEE ON I 

ENERGY A'ND ' 
COMMERCE 

COMMITTEE ON 
MERCHANT MARINE 

AND FISHERIES 

I am writing to you to express my strong opposition to any 
payment of compensation to Iran in connection with the downing of 
Iran Air flight 655. While I appreciate and understand the 
humanitarian concern you have expressed to the families of people 
who died of flight 655, I believe payment of compensation at this 
time is unjustified. 

This tragic incident would never have happened if the 
government of Iran had not adopted a policy of preying on neutral 
shipping in the Persian Gulf, nor would it have happened if that 
government had not defied international diplomatic efforts aimed 
at achieving a ceasefire and a negotiated settlement in the war 
against Iraq. 

Iran once again has shown a brutal indifference to the lives 
of its own people by permitting flight 655 to take off and fly 
into a hostile area. The downing of flight 655 occurred after a 
respected U.S. Navy commander and his crew issued seven warnings 
to the approaching aircraft to identify itself, and after the 
aircraft failed to do so. 

No American has attempted to minimize this tragic mistake, 
and the United States has accepted responsibility for its actions. 
But, compensation implies liability for a negligent act by the 
United States. In no way can the U.S. Navy be blamed for carrying 
out its mission and protecting the lives of U.S. servicemen. 

As long as the government of Iran is convinced it can gain 
its objectives in the Gulf and elsewhere by continuing this 
senseless war, compensation should not be considered. The time to 
consider compensation is during a political negotiation when the 
hostilities have ceased and when nine innocent Americans have been 
safely released from their pro-Iranian captors in the Middle East. 

Mr. President, I appeal to you on behalf of the residents 
of my Congressional District to reconsider your decision to pay 
compensation for the victims of flight 655. 

4 13 CANNON H OUSE OFFICE BUILOIN G 
W ASH INGTON , DC 205 15 
202/2 25-4901 

y nc~rer, A J/4 
~LQ M.C. 

12605 EAST FREEWAY, SUITE 320 
INTER FIR ST STATE BANK BUI LDING 
HOUSTON, TX 77015 
713/ 451-6334 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: JULY 19, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JAMES B. WILKINSON 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES REPARATIONS TO THE FAMILIES OF THE 
AIRLINER THAT WAS SHOT DOWN BY THE USS 
VINCENNES 

ACTION 

ID# 584719 

Co07/ 
JUL 2 0 1988 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

CRISTY BACH 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

ORG ~ C, ~~! fl_ ! /j-J <} ' 
,....:~ 

88/07/19 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ ,~.,: 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ - _!_!_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2600 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ----- ----- -----

.... ACTION CODES: ""'DISPOSITION ""'OUTGOING w 

""'CORRESPONDENCE: ""' 
.... A-APPROPRIATE ACTION .... A-ANSWERED ..,TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
.... c-COMMENT/RECOM .... B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL .... OF SIGNER ""' 
.... D-DRAFT RESPONSE .... C-COMPLETED CODE= A ""' 
.... F-FURNISH FACT SHEET .... S-SUSPENDED 
.... I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC.., 

""'COMPLETED= DATE OF ""' 
""' OUTGOING ""' 

.... R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY""' 

.... s-FOR-SIGNATURE ""' 

.... X-INTERIM REPLY w 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

.,.; 



e_}t~ m:bittttntb 3f ubicial (!Circuit 
3fames jB. Wilkinson, 3fubge 

,fflancbtster ctCourtbousr 
lOtb anb J!,ull ~trttts 

l\icbmonb, l'itginia 23224 

July 11 , 1988 

The Honorable Ro nald Reagan , Pre sident 
United States of America 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20510 

My dear Mr . President : 

S-~l/7-I <f -

All the people I have talked with , and I , oppose reparations 
._,to the_,ffil!J.i,~ n the airliner that was shot du wn by the us s- "V':t n­
cennes . I have always supported you and I think it would be a 
grave mistake to think about payment compensation at this time . 

From the evidence at this time, it would appear that Captain 
William Rogers acted properly and there is nowhere in the Constitu­
tion that I can find that gives you or Congress the right to spend 
American taxpayers' money in such a manner . 

I sincerely hope that you will not ask for the payment of 
this money until some fault is p ut on the U. S . Navy. 

JBW:mea 

V'?-f Y truly yours , 
I I - I ' ' 
'_;r-UMLA t-1~.d~ 

t James B. Wilkinson 





ID# 584720 
.. 

I~COMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET co o 71 

DATE RECEIVED: JULY 19, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MARVIN 0. TEAGUE 

SUBJECT: APPRECIATION FOR ANNOUNCEMENT MADE TO PAY 
REPARATIONS TO FAMILIES OF AIRLINER SHOT DOWN 
BY THE USS VINCENNES AS HE PREDICTS THAT FOR 
EVERY TAXPAYER'S DOLLAR GIVEN TO THE -

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

---- ----~-~~-,.;;;::-:";,i·~~~-~,; 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) . . . 

BLACK ORG 88/07/19 ___ ( ~ /D')/ .J-6 ~ 
RRAL NOTE: ---Pr. : . 

--f:L 'll{;_ld;IJ~&.. C ft!~! @ 
. 11 ~ERRAL NOTE: . ,,. ),,'::-- ' A,\.,,;., 

---~u.__9,J_""'"-______ _,_~~~ f ffiel.Lf2 __ Ce;};::).E!if~~ 
REFERRAL NOTE: -~ 1Jr;· --~ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
-~ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I ---=---=---­/ I ------

- _/_/_ 

- _/_/_ 

COMMENTS: - IRANIAN GOVERNMENT, THERE WILL BE ONE LESS 
VOTE FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 
SEE ID 584296 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2200 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) ____ _ (B) ---- (C) ----

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

-ACTION CODES: -DISPOSITION 

-A-APPROPRIATE ACTION -A-ANSWERED 
...,C-COMMENT/RECOM -B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
-D-DRAFT RESPONSE wC-COMPLETED 
-F-FURNISH FACT SHEET ...,S-SUSPENDED 
-I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC-
...,R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY..., 
wS-FOR-SIGNATURE 
...,X-INTERIM REPLY ..., 

wOUTGOING ..., 
-CORRESPONDENCE: ..., 
...,TYPE RESP=INITIALS ..., 
..., OF SIGNER ..., 
.... CODE= A .... 
.... COMPLETED= DATE OF .... 
..., OUTGOING ..., 

..., 
.................................................................... ...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,..., _____ ...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,..., 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



UNCLA:::;:::;H· 1.1::lJ 

(CLASSIFICATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

For: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Reagan 

FROM: The Honorable Marvin 0. Teague 

DATE: July 12, 1988 

S/S# 8824087 
DATE August 12, 1988 

SUBJECT: Opposes U.S. compensation for victims of Iran Air 
Fliqht 655 

WH Referral Dated: August 10, 1988 
NSC ID# (if any): 584720 

The attached item was sent directly to the ---
Department of State 

ACTION TAKEN: 

---A draft reply is attached 

----A draft reply will be forwarded 

A translation is attached ----

------ information copy of a direct reply is attached 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
XXX cited below 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
____ proposed travel 

___ Other (see remarks) 

REMARKS: 

Judge T~ague wrote to the President on July 5 expressing his opposition to 
U.S. compensation for the families of the Iran Air victims. The Department 
sent a ~esponse regarding U.S. compensation to Judge Teague on July 28. No 
further response is necessary. r~ ~ ~ 

Direc f orO~ 
Secretariat Staff 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLASSIFICAT0N) 



B8Auc1') p, 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

AUGUST 10, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

584720 

LETTER, DATED JULY 12, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE MARVIN 0 . TEAGUE 
JUDGE 
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
ROOM A-203 
SUPREME COURT BUILDING 
AUSTIN TX 78701 

SUBJECT : APPRECIATION FOR ANNOUNCEMENT MADE TO PAY 
REPARATIONS TO FAMILIES OF AIRLINER SHOT DOWN 
BY THE USS VINCENNES AS HE PREDICTS THAT FOR 
EVERY TAXPAYER'S DOLLAR GIVEN TO THE 
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT, THERE WILL BE ONE LESS 
VOTE FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 
SEE ID 584296 

8824087 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHI N 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91 , THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



i d.J-;r:,l -;P 
' 

5££ JD Sfl.f 7'-1& 5 ? Lf 7 ~ _0 

MARVIN 0 . TEAGUE 
-----------JUDGE, COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

ST ATE OF TEXAS 

8824087 

o~Jr ROOM A-203, SUPREME COURT BUILDING 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 
TELEPHONE (AC 512) 

July 12, 1988 

President Ronald Reagan 
President 
United States of America 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President : 

I write this letter as a private citizen. 

463-1580 
464-1555 

The Houston Chronicle reported today : "The United States 
will pay an unspecified amount in reparations to the families of 
the 290 people aboard an Iranian airliner shot down by a U.S. 
warship over the Persian Gulf, the White House announced today. " 

As a registered Democratic Party voter, I wish to thank you 
for that announcement because I predict that for every 
taxpayer's dollar that is given to the Iranian Government, 
either directly or indirectly, that will be one less vote for 
any State-wide Republican candidate, who is up for election or 
re-election. 

P.S. 
what 

Very truly yours, 

( O , ~ , 

MA!(VIN 0. T8 E 

6-.JlL, ~ 

Democartic Congressman Jim Wright is not, contrary to 
many might think, elected \ state-wi~de in. Texas. 

- RV'I N O. AGUE 

MOT : jl 

(NOT PAID FOR AT ST A TE EXPENSE) 

-,~ -,.,, ........ ~• 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

ID# 584722 
.:~"" 

coo?/ 
DATE RECEIVED: JULY 19, 1988 JUL 2 o 19am 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. GHIGAU BUFORD 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES ANY REPARATIONS BEING PAID TO THE 
FAMILIES OF THE PEOPLE ABOARD THE IRANIAN 
AIRLINER SHOT DOWN BY THE USS VINCENNES 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

CRISTY BACH 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

ORG 

-
88/07/19 • C id( }_t fdd 
_/_/ ___ _ 

I I 
-..,...-=----=---­/ I ------
_/_! ___ _ 

I I ----
- _/_/_ 

- _/_/_ 

- _/_/_ 

T~ 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 4900 4400 4610 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ----- ---- ----

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

..,ACTION CODES: ..,DISPOSITION 
.., 

... A-APPROPRIATE ACTION ... A-ANSWERED 

... C-COMMENT/RECOM ... B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 

... D-DRAFT RESPONSE ... C-COMPLETED 
-F-FURNISH FACT SHEET ..,S-SUSPENDED 
... I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC.., 
-R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY.., 
-S-FOR-SIGNATURE .., 
wX-INTERIM REPLY .., 

..,OUTGOING 
-CORRESPONDENCE: 
wTYPE RESP=INITIALS .., 
"" OF SIGNER .., 
.., CODE= A .., 
..,COMPLETED= DATE OF .., 
w OUTGOING .., 

.., 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

.-



OFFICE OF TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION 
COORDINATION PROGRAM SERVICES 
PERSONNEL SERVICES 
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
TRIBAL CEREMONIAL OFFICE 
COUNCIL 
ASSISTANCE TO THE AGING 
ASSISTANCE TO THE CHILDRENS 
I TEENS PROGRAMS 

t .eP-~ 

CONSTITUTION OF JULY 1827 

SOUTHEASTERN CHEROKEE & CREEK TRIBE 
NATIONAL TRIBAL OFFICE 

COX-OSCEOLA INDIAN RESERVATION 
P.O. Box 521 

Orange Springs, FL. 32682 
(904) 546-1386 

July 8, 1988 

Dear Mr. President; 

S'?':-f7 _;;_ ;;i_ 
---- - OFFICERD 

~

GHIGUA BUFORD 
Plnclpal Chief 

SALONE DUNKI 
Principal Sub Chlel 

CHIEF RUNNING BUCK BUFORD 
ResP.rvatlon Chlel 

NORBERT JOHNSON 
Chief Advlson on Indian Affairs 

HONARY CHIEF RED SKY TURNER 
Council Advisor 

SOUNDING SKY HEFLICK 
Historian 

BRIGHT STAR WELLS 
Treasury 

RED GRASS COX 
Secretary 

CHIEF THREE BUFFALO WILSON 
Asslslance Secretary 

DAN "BIO FOOT" PIERCE 
War Chief 

WHISTLING WOMAN BOYDE 
Tribal Mother 

FROM THE LAND OF THE SOUTHEASTERN CHEROKEE CREEK SEMINOLE 
NATION. 

I and My Tribe, wish to send our support to the Adminis­
tration of the Ship in the Persian Gulf, who shot downa Passenger 
Plane. We feel, like many other Citizens, that it very well 
could have be 8n a Ka Ma Kasi Life Plane. If so many of Our Men 
Aboard that Ship, could have been Killed. 

I feel tha t the United States Government, has been more 
than lenient with Iran. Iran did not help any of the 36 Families 
of the Serviceman, that they Killed on the other Ship. I do 
not fe el that The United States Government, should help any of 
the Iranian Families. They are trying to make aggressers of 
The American People, when infact they are the ones who Started 
the Conflict in the First Place 

Chief Three Buffalo Willson 
Private Secretary 

Sincerely, 

J/J ... 1.-.' ~A "ll .~ ...#_P...1._. ~_._.. ~-I 
f.f,,I.Ctl~ ~ -~ 

Principal Chief Ghigau Buford 
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ID# 584747 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Coo1t ,. 
, CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 
-

DATE RECEIVED : JULY 19, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT : MISS MARTHA ROUNTREE 

SUBJECT: WRITES TO ASK RECONSIDERATION OF THE 
DECISION TO PAY REPARATIONS TO THE FAMILIES 
OF THOSE KILLED IN THE DOWNING OF IRAN AIR 
FLIGHT 655 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

JUANITA 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_!_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ----- ( B) ----- (C) ____ _ 

... ACTION CODES: ..,DISPOSITION wOUTGOING .., 
... CORRESPONDENCE: .., 

wA-APPROPRIATE ACTION wA-ANSWERED wTYPE RESP=INITIALS .., 
... C-COMMENT/RECOM -B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL OF SIGNER .., 
wD-DRAFT RESPONSE wC-COMPLETED 
wF-FURNISH FACT SHEET wS-SUSPENDED 
wI-INFO COPY/NO ACT NECw 
-R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY ... 
... S-FOR-SIGNATURE ... 
wX-INTERIM REPLY .., 

CODE= A .., 
... COMPLETED= DATE OF .., 

OUTGOING .., 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

September 30, 1988 

Dear Ms. Rount ree: 

I am responding to your letter to President Reagan of July 14, in 
which you asked him to reconsider his decision to pay rep~rations 
t c the fam ilies of those killed in the downing of Iran Flight 
655. The President believes that his decision, as hard as it was 
to make, was the correct one. 

On August 19, the Secretary of Defense reported to the public the 
final results of the investigation into this tragic incident. 
The report bears out your contention that Iran shares the blame 
for this tragic accident in that it initiated the surface action, 
ignored repeated warnings of U.S. forces concerning potential 
hazards of flights in the Persian gulf, aP~ allowed an airliner 
to take off from a joint "military/civilian'' airfield and fly 
directly into the midst Gf a gunfight. Despite the culpability 
of the Government of Iran, the Air Bus victims were not 
terrorists; therefore it would be inhumane and contrary to 
American tradition to deprive the families of just , fair 
compensation for their losses. This said, however, you should be 
assured that we will not p2y one cent to the Government of Iran . 

The President's position is firm in laying blame for state 
supported terrorism, but also believes it would be equally 
inappropriate to deprive or use these innocent, bereaved families 
to blackmail a government with which we do not have normal 
relations . We cannot use the grief of Iranian famiJies as 
''bargaining chips" to obtain compensation for Amerir:a!ts who have 
elso lost loved ones to terrorism. The U.S. must lead b~ example 
and hope that if not this present leadership of Iran, maybe the 
next will acknowledge accepted standards of fairness. United 
States law provides for compensation in terrorist situations and 
this ma y be an avenue that your organizatior may want to pursue. 

The Administration will not normali z e rel~tions with Iran until 
it does three critical things. First, it must use its influence 
with the terrorists in Lebanon to release Americans held hostage; 
next , it must change its present support for state supported 
terrorism ; and finally, it needs to show a sincere desire to 
achieve a lastin g peace with Iraq. While there are signs tha t 
peace may be corning, there is no indication th2t Iran has changed 
its present position on the issues of terrorism or the U.S. 
hostages. 



I£ I ma v b e o f :fu r thE:r cssistance on this matter, plea sE- l e t me 
know . 

Sincere ly, 

9::a~~ Df}:;ya-
Special Ass is tant t o the Pre sioent 

Office of Public Liaison 

Ms. Martha Rourtree 
President 
Le a d e rship Foundation 
Po st Of f ice Bo x 28 0 
Cabjn John, MD 20818 



OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

2 AUG 196 

c;;: r /1 ke (l~t 
MEMORANDUM FOR DIREC~SE MILITARY OFFICE 

SUBJECT: OSD White House Case W21224 

Attached, as requested, is a draft reply to correspondence 
received from the Leadership Foundation . 

Attachment 

~~ 
./r-e,eorge P. Cole, Jr . 0 Executive Secretary 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENS~ 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM : 

584747 

LETTER, DATED JULY 14, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MISS MARTHA ROUNTREE 
PRESIDENT 
LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION 
POST OFFICE BOX 280 
CABIN JOHN MD 20818 

... 
- j 

0 FF I C ' E 

AUGUST 16 , 1988 

SUBJECT: WRITES TO ASK RECONSIDERATION OF THE 
DECISION TO PAY REPARATIONS TO THE FAMILIES 
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Ms. Marth Rountree 
President 
Leadership Foundation 
Post Office Box 280 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

Dear Ms. Rountree: 

I am responding to your letter of July 14, in which you 

asked me to reconsider my decision to pay reparations to the 

families of those killed in the downing of Iran Air Flight 655. 
I have thought about this long and hard and feel that my 

decision, as hard as it was to make, was the correct one. 

On August 19, the Secretary of Defense reported to the 
public the final results of the investigation into this tragic 
incident. The report bears out your contention that Iran shares 

the blame for this tragic accident in that it initiated the 

surface action, ignored repeated warnings of U.S. forces 

concerning potential hazards of flights in the Gulf, and allowed 

an airliner to take off from a joint "military/civilian" 

airfield and fly directly into the midst of a gunfight. Despite 
the culpability of the Government of Iran, the Air Bus victims 
were not terrorists; therefore it would be inhumane and contrary 

to American tradition to deprive the families of just and fair 

compensation for their losses. This said, however, you should 

be assured that we will not pay one cent to the Government of 

Iran. 

There is no one in the United States who feels more strongly 

than I do on the subject of state supported terrorism, but I 
also believe it would be equally inappropriate to deprive or use 



these innocent, bereaved families to blackmail a government with 

which we do not even have normal relations. If we used the 

grief of lost loved ones as bargaining "chips" to obtain 
compensation for Americans who have also lost loved ones to 
terrorism, we would be lowering ourselves to their standards, 
not doing what is right. We are better than that - we need to 

lead by example and hope that if not this present leadership of 

Iran, maybe the next will raise itself to our level of decency 
and fairness. United States law provides for compensation in 
terrorist situations and this may be an avenue that your 
organization may want to pursue. 

I can assure you that as long as I am your President, we 
will not normalize our relationship with Iran until it does 
three critical things. First, it must use its influence with 
the terrorists in Lebanon to release those Americans held 

hostage; next, it must change its present position on state 
supported terrorism; and finally, it needs to show a sincere 
desire to achieve a lasting peace with Iraq. While there are 
signs that peace may be coming, there is no indication that Iran 
has changed its present position on the issues of terrorism or 

the U.S. hostages. 

I hope this explains my position on this very difficult and 

personally troublesome subject. 

Sincerely, 
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<9/ftce of the 'Presz'dent 
The President 

LEADERSHIP FouJ \(__,DATIOJ\l 
Post Office Box 280 

Cabin John, MD 20818 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 14, 1988 

On behalf of Leadership Founda tion and its large influential 
membership throughout Ai~erica, I am writing to ask that you 
reconsider your decision to pay reparations to the families of 
those- k illed i n the downing of- Iran Air F~light 655. - ---- ---- ·- -

Americans are a good and generous people, Mr. President, and 
you admirably reflect their best instincts and highest aspirations. 
Like you, Leadership Foundation mourns the loss of any innocent life. 
However, Iran Air Flight 655 was destroyed through mistaken judgment 
at a time when the U.S.S. Vincennes was engaged in combat with the 
military and terrorist forces of Iran. This loss of life was an 
unfortunate result of Iran's own terrorist activities in the 
Persian Gulf and throughout the Middle East region. 

We urge you to withhold reparations until Iran has made 
reparations for: 

* Holding and torturing 52 Americans for 444 days i n 
1979-1980 after seizure of the U.S. Embassy and other 
American property. 

* The April 1983 car bombing a t the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, 
Lebanon, which resulted in the deaths of 174 Americans. 

* The October 1983 car bombing at U.S. Marine barracks in 
Lebanon which resulted in the deaths of 241 young Americans. 

* The January 1984 murder of Malcolm Kerr, president of the 
Ai~erican University of Beirut and the presumed murder of 
Peter Kilburn. 

* The September 1984 car bombing murder of 2 Americans at 
the U.S. Embassy Ann ex in Eas t Beirut. 

* The airline hijacking and murder of 2 U.S. Agency for 
Internationa l Development (AID) officials in December, 1984. 
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The President 

We believe, Mr. President, that the payment of reparations to 
Iran would be a grave injustice and deeply offensive to all those 
American families whose sons and daughters have been murdered at 
the hands of this criminal nation. It would be particularly wrong 
and offensive for the U.S. taxpayers to compensate Iranians while 
that nation is today holding under cruel conditions nine American 
hostages after murdering two others. 

For the sake of justice and common sense, Mr. President, and 
out of concern for so many Americans who have also suffered, we 
urge you to abandon any thought of paying reparations to Iran. 

Sincerely, 

Martha Rountree 
President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 17, 1988 

Dear Mr. Levitch: 

On behalf of President Reagan, thank you for your letter 
concerning compensation to the families of the victims of Iran 
Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life in the 
recent downing of Iran Air flight 655 by a U.S. vessel, and has 
conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to the other 
governments of those on board the flight. As the President 
announced, for humanitarian reasons, the United States will 
compensate the families of the victims in a way that does not 
involve the Iranian Government. The United States offer is 
voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation. 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are currently 
under study. No compensation will be paid to the Government of 
Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which was owned and 
operated by the Iranian Government. The United States has not 
made payment of compensation to the families contingent on 
changes of behavior by the Iranian Government because this might 
be interpreted that we are prepared to reward the Iranian 
Government for change. To make payment contingent on the release 
of our own hostages indirectly rewards terrorism and 
hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most dangerous 
and destructive source of regional tension -- the Iran-Iraq war. 
We are working to find a negotiated settlement of the bilateral 
conflict. Toward that goal, we led the effort in the UN Security 
Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of Resolution 598 
on July 20, 1987. The resolution established a solid basis to 
ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immediate cease-fire and 
withdrawal to international borders, the return of prisoners of 
war, and the establishment of a body to determine responsibility 
for the war. The United States strongly believes that 
implementation of Resolution 598 is the best means to achieve a 
comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both sides have now 
accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now is to bring it 
into practical effect to end the conflict. 



The United States will continue to work with the UN Security 
Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to this tragic 
war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will remain in the 
Gulf to protect our national interests. 

\ . k Ke in Kru e 
Special Assistant to the President and 

Deputy Director of Public Liaison 

Mr. Harry Levitch 
Suite 111 
5100 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38137 
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FROM : 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 15, 1988 

SALLY KELLEY r 
PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS[(~ 

5943 

SUBJECT : Response to Letter Opposing U.S. Compensation for 
Victims of Iran Air 655 

The NSC staff approves the attached draft response. 

Attachment 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 15, 1988 
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5943 
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Dear Mr. Levitch: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DRAFT REPLY 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan concern­

ing the U.S. offer to pay compensation to the families of the 

v ictims of Iran Air flight 655. 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life 

in the recent downing of Iran Air flight 655 by a U.S. vessel, 

and has conveyed its position to the Iranian Government and to 

the other governments of those on board the flight. As 

President Reagan announced, for humanitarian reasons, the 

United States will compensate the families of the victims in a 

way that does not involve the Iranian Government. The U.S. 

offer is voluntary and not a matter of legal obligation . 

The arrangements for direct payment to the families are 

currently under study. No compensation will be paid to the 

Government of Iran for the loss of the aircraft itself, which 

was owned and operated by the Iranian Government. The United 

States has not made payment of compensation to the families 

contingent on changes of behavior by the Iranian Government 

Mr. Harry H. Levitch, 
B'Nai B'Rith International, 

Suite 111, 
5100 Poplar Avenue, 

Memphis, Tennessee. 
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because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 

changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 

reward terrorism and hostage-taking . 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- the 

Iran-Iraq war.~he United States is working with states 1n the 

region and outside it to find a negotiated settlement of the 

bilateral conflic.J Toward that goal, we led the effort in the 

UN Security Council that resulted in the unanimous passage of 

Resolution 598 on July 20, 1987. The Resolution establishes a 

solid basis to ensure a lasting peace by calling for an immedi­

ate cease-fire and withdrawal to international borders, the 

return of prisoners of war, and the establishment of a body to 

determine responsibility for the war. The United States strong-

ly believes that implementation of Resolution 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN 

Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will 

remain in th~ Gulf to protect our national inter~sts. 

Sincerely, 
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because this would suggest that we are prepared to reward such 

changes by paying money to the Iranian Government. To make 

payment contingent on the release of our own hostages would 

reward terrorism and hostage-taking. 

This tragedy underlines the urgency of ending the most 

dangerous and destructive source of regional tension -- the 
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region and outside it to find a negotiated settlement of the 
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ly believes that implementation of Resolu t ion 598 is the best 

means to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated settlement. Both 

sides have now accepted that Resolution. The urgent need now 

is to bring it into practical effect to end the conflict. 

The United States will continue to work with the UN 

Security Council and the Secretary General to bring an end to 

this tragic war. In the meantime, U.S. military forces will 

remain in the Gulf to protect our national interests. 

Sincerely, 
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July 13, 1988 
I 

HARRY H. LEVITCH 

8823887 

\t .!1\(1~ j{ i-1,{" 

\~ i1.... The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
1 President, The United States of America 

1600 Rhode Island Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. President: 

As one who has voted for you in each election, contributed to 
your request for various contributions, and have the utmost 
respect for you as our President: I feel it my duty as well 
as my privilege to write this letter. 

I am among those who f~ t is a _ _g_r.gA.t_..!!!_~,§.1§.k~Q...l?..?- :(Qr­
t .hg~~- k.i;l.l_gd_ :i,.p._ the shootir:ig do~p. _9.f .. Jh~ ... ! :i;?.nj._al}_ .. §:.1!.JJµ~ _ pl?E~ 
without our at least trying_to f l;'~~ .. J:;b.~-~.hos.t.age.s.., - .After all, 
they have bombed our embassies, held embassy personnel hostage 
for over a year, blew up and killed over 200 of our finest 
Marines, ruined the Marine barracks in Lebanon, have blown 
up cars, schools, hospitals and kept our people as hostages 
and never once for all of this have they offered compensation. 
So, why are we so big hearted? Even if the shooting down of 
the airliner has created some doubts; there is no doubt for 
the terrible wrongs they have done to us. 

Please forgive my bothering you with my opinions but I feel 
we should all tell you how we feel about this matter. I am 
a Veteran, I vote every time, and I love this great Nation of 
ours and don't want it to be continually taken advantage of . 

I have had the pleasure of meeting you twice, once when Al 
Spiegel had a cocktail party just before your first election 
for Presidency at a B'nai B'rith Convention Hotel in Washington 
together with Mrs. Reagan. It was our great honor. 

With kindest regards, 

hl/s 
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