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Mr. Stephen N. Gell 
President 
Jewish Community Council 

of Greater Washington 
1522 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Gell: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 7, 1988 

Thank you for your letter to the President of 
September 9, 1988 concerning Iraq's campaign against Kurdish 
rebels. 

We share your concern at the use of chemical weapons and 
other attacks against civilians. The United States has taken 
the lead in condemning these actions. They are unjustifiable 
and abhorrent, and violate international law, including Common 
Article 3 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the Protection of 
the Victims of Armed Conflict. We are - working to prevent 
further unlawful use of chemical weapons by Iraq against its 
Kurdish minority or anyone else. We will continue to speak out 
on this issue as well as on continuing human rights abuses in 
Iraq. We have dealt with Iraqi treatment of the Kurds in our 
Human Rights Country Practices Reports, most recently in the 
1987 report, and will continue to do so. 

This is the latest and most ruthless attempt by the Iraqi 
Government to suppress a series of Kurdish rebellions it has 
faced since 1922. Clearly, Iraq has used ruthless force 
against guerrillas and civilians alike in parts of Iraqi 
Kurdistan previously controlled as "liberated zones" by rebels 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party, led by Massoud Barzani, and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, led by Jalal Talabani. 
Kurdish spokesmen claim the overall death toll has reached 
8,000 in this campaign. 

We are working through international fora and unilaterally 
to deter unlawful chemical weapons use. On September 17, the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister declared that Iraq abides by the 1925 



- 2 -

Geneva Protocol on chemical and bacteriological warfare. We 
have welcomed this as a positive step and will be watching 
Iraqi actions to see that they match this commitment. 

Thank you for your concern, which we share wholeheartedly. 

{ I 

Sincerely, 

-v 
~ 

Laurence Pope 
Director 
Northern Gulf Affairs 
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Ill JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
1522 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON , D. C. 20005 • (202) 347-4628 

OF GREATER WASHINGTO N 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 9, 1988 

3:27 

The Jewish Community Council of Greater washington 
wishes to recognize the Administration's strong, 
2ublic state~ents in response to Ira~'s use of 
chemical warfare and its campaign against the 
Kurdish population. 

Ours is a community in which virtually no family 
failed to lose a loved one in the Holocaust. 
Thousands of our parents, siblings, brothers and 
cousins were wantonly gunned down and tens of 
thousands gassed to death. That barbarism was 
conducted against our relatives in the name of 
nationalism. 

All persons of conscience, all governments of 
justice, must never forget the lessons of the 
world's silence during the Holocaust. The wanton 
disregard for the sanctity of human life must 
always be uppermost in our minds. 

Accordingly, we call on Administration to 
c on t i nu e and to expand J2 u b 1 i c exp r es s i o_n_s opp o s i n g 
Ir agi action against the Kurds, and to · seek every 
available international forum to press Iraq to 
cease their barbaric slaughter. 

SG:rl 

phen Gell, 
President, 
Jewish Community ~counc i 1 

The central, representative body of over 215 affiliated Jewish organizations in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, 
devoted to community relations, information and action. 

MEMBER AGENCY OF THE NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON 

® ~ cu1, 
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United Stat~s -Repartment of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 7, 1988 

Mr. Aaron Goldman 
1725 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Goldman: 

Thank you for your letter to the President of 
September 16, 1988 concerning Iraq's campaign against Kurdish 

- rebels. 

We share your concern at the use of chemical weapons and 
other attacks against civilians. The United States has taken 

- the lead in condemning these actions. They are unjustifiable 
~ and abhorrent, and violate international law, including Common 
• Article 3 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the Protection of 

the Victims of Armed Conflict. We are working to prevent 
r further unlawful use of chemical weapons by Iraq against its 

Kurdish minority or anyone else. We will continue to speak out 
on this issue as well as on continuing human rights abuses in 
Iraq. We have dealt with Iraqi treatment of the Kurds in our 
Human Rights Country Practices Reports, most recently in the 
1987 report, and will continue to do .s o. 

This is the latest and most ruthless attempt by the Iraqi 
Government to suppress a series of Kurdish rebellions it has 
faced since 1922. Clearly, Iraq has used ruthless force 
against guerrillas and civilians alike in parts of Iraqi 
Kurdistan previously controlled as "liberated zones" by rebels 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party, led by Massoud Barzani, and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, led by Jalal Talabani. 
Kurdish spokesmen claim the overall death toll has reache d 
8,000 in this campaign. 

We are working through international fora and unilaterally 
to deter unlawful chemical weapons use. On Septembe r 17, the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister declared that Ir aq abides by the 1925 
Geneva Protocol on chemical and bacteriological warfare. We 
have welcomed this as a positive step and will be watc hing 
Iraqi actions to see that they match this c?mmitment. 

Thank you for your concern, which we sha re wholeheartedly. 

Sincerely, 

Laurence Pope 
Dir ec tor 
Northe rn Gulf Affairs 
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Dr. Asad Khailany, Chairman 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 26, 1988 

Kurdish National Congress of North America 
Post Office Box 15498 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

Dear Dr. Khailany, 

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan of September 
27, 1988 concerning Iraq's campaign against Kurdish rebels and 
your kind words about his statement to the UN General Assembly. 

we share your concern at the use of chemical weapons and 
other attacks against civilians. The United States has taken 
the lead in condemning these actions. They are unjustifiable 
and abhorrent, and violate international law, including Common 
Article 3 of the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the Protection of 
the Victims of Armed Conflict. We are working to prevent 
further unlawful use of chemical weapons by Iraq against its 
Kurdish minority or anyone else. We will continue to speak out 
on this issue as well as on continuing human rights abuses in 
Iraq. 

Furthermore, the United States is working through 
international fora and unilaterally to deter unlawful chemical 
weapons use. On September 17, 1988, the Iraqi Foreign Minister 
declared that Iraq abides by the 1925 Geneva Protocol on 
chemical and bacteriological warfare. We have welcomed this as 
a positive step and will be watching Iraqi actions to see that 
they match this commitment. 

We are also monitoring the situation of Kurdish refugees in 
Turkey and are encouraged by reports that they are being 
adequately cared for. We believe it would be beneficial for 
the Government of Turkey to seek the assistance of the United 
Nations and other international agencies to provide for the 
welfare of the refugees. 

Thank you for your concern, which we share wholeheartedly. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of International Organization Affairs 
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LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 27 , 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

DR. ASAD KHAILANY 
CHAIRMAN 
KURDISH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
NORTH AMERICA 
POST OFFICE BOX 15498 
ANN ARBOR MI 48106 

SUBJECT : APPRECIATION FOR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE 
KURDISH PEOPLE AND IN PARTICULAR FOR THE 
SPEECH TO THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND FURTHER 
REQUESTS THAT THE U. S. EXTEND HUMANITARIAN 
HELP TO THE KURDISH REFUGEES IN TURKEY 

8830744 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Kurdish National Congress of North America 
P.O. Box 15498, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106 

Executive Committee 
"'' Asad Khallany, D.Sc., Chairman ti 

Firoz Jalll i, Ph.D., Secretary 
Asfandiar Shukrl, M.D. , Treasurer 

Ahmed Aziz, D.D.S. 
Omar Halmat 
Najmaldln Karim, M.D. 
Mozaffar Partowman, Ph.D. 
Shawbo Saaty 
Ahmed Uthman, M.O. 

President Ronald Reagan 
The Whi t e House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave . 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

September 27, 1988 

On b<!U@lf of Kurds in !.hl'!. l!.E._~_!~~ § !(!_tes and QJ'!,,n.,..1;!._QL .. -l!n t!.... _K_11_r_ct.~--­
a£.9 und~ the __ WC>E}~. the Kurdish National Congress of North America 
applauds you in your recent speech tQ_j;,,b~ _Jln.· t .~_g .N.iitJ9_n~ _ Gene_ral 
~ s em bl y _____ by your ref e_r_e n,c._e to: 1 he"° .K u.r.Jis ... as .... & . ..P,~Q..,p_,le -~JJ_ho ____ !,i a _i. 'e, 
suffered the _l_Q_~§. .. ,of t.h e-.:i,..r,-=human r -i--g-ht ,s ,. Your very mention of 
die - wo r 'ct K·u r cC has raised hope in the hearts Of a 11 Kurdish pe Op le 
that at last the world has begun to recognize the long list of 
injustices that have been suffered by the Kurdish people since 
the division of their land after WW I. We hope that your speech 
at the United Nations will mark a turning point in the modern 
history of the Kurdish people, a time darkened in recent 
months by the very real possibility of genocide in Iraqi 
Kurdistan . 

Kurds today continue t o suffer the complete loss of their human 
rights and continue to face almost ce rtain cultural genocide if 
not physical genocide . We ha ve written to Secretary of State 
George Schultz asking that a Kurdish Section in the U. S. State 
Department be established to monitor the condition of the Kurds 
in all the countries they inhabit in an effort to put pressure on 
any government who continues to deny the Kurds their basic human 
rights. We ask that you support our request and do what you can 
in your remaining months in office to ensure that the United 
States will continue to r e ma i n committed to the U.N. De claration 
of Human Rights and its direct application to the plight of the 
Kurds. We remain concerned about the condition of the Kurdish 
refugees in Turk~y and ask - the-=United States to extend 
humanitarian help to them. 
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FOR: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

SIS 8829323 

Date October 20, 1988 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan 
--------------------

From: Mrs. Diane P. MacMullen 
-------------------
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Subject: Status of Iraq Claim for Servicernernber (Spouse) Killed 

During USS Stark Attack 5/11/87 
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ACTION TAKEN: 
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A draft reply is attached. 
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Other (see remarks). 



Mrs. Diane P. MacMullen 
7310 Passyunk Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19142 

Dear Mrs. MacMullen: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 19, 1988 

This is in response to your letter of September 19, 1988 
addressed to President Reagan seeking assistance in ascertaining 
the status of your claim against the Government of Iraq for the 
loss of your husband, Thomas J. MacMullen, in the attack on the 
USS Stark by an Iraqi aircraft on May 11, 1987. 

The Department of State is continuing to raise the matter of 
the claims with the Iraqi government and is doing everything it 
can to see that the claims are paid. 

Mrs. Brenda Shields has been designated as the Department of 
State's contact with the families. Mrs. Sheilds is kept current 
on the status of developments as they occur. While we regret 
that she has no further information, that is in fact the 
situation. 

The Department of State realizes the difficulties of the 
families of the men who lost their lives in the unfortunate and 
tragic Stark incident. We are very appreciative of what the 
families are going through, and will continue to do everything 
we can to see that these claims are paid. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald J. Bettauer 
Assistant Legal Adviser 

for International Claims and 
Investment Disputes 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS . DIANE P . MACMULLEN 
7310 PASSYUNK AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19142 

SUBJECT: SETTLEMENT FOR THE LOSS OF HUSBAND THOMAS J. 
MACMULLEN IN THE ATTACK ON THE USS STARK BY 
AN IRAQI AIRCRAFT ON MAY 17 87 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
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September 19, 1988 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 
President of the 
United States 
White House 

Dear Mr . President, 

MES. DIANI:'. P . NACHULLEN 

731J PASS'tiJt-~K AVENUE 
2HILAiiF.IYlU A, F'ENHSYLVANIA 19142 8829323 

I am writing this letter to seek you assistance to help me ascertain the 
status of the compensation I was to receive in connection with my claim 
~ ·- - ~ -- - ------ ----- -- ' 
,.aga.-i.ns_L.Irag_ for _the loss of my husband Thomas J . HacHullen in the attack 
on USS Stark by an Iraqi aircraft on May 17 , 19~7 . --
I received a Certified letter dated February 29 , 1988 (copy attached) ad­
vising me that the Navy was prepared to claim compensation from the Govern­
ment of Iraq on behalf of myself and my two daughters, Deborah and Lauren. 
They advised me that I had to respond to this letter within seven days, 
which I did . It has now been almost seven months since I received that 
letter. The only contact I have been permitted to call is Mrs. Brenda 
Shields at the United States Department of State . 1-1rs. Shields response 
is always the same "we have no further information, please do not hesitate 
to call again" . 

Mr. President , please send me any additional information you may have 
regarding the settlement for the loss of my husband and the other 36 
men who lost their lives on the USS Stark. 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance in this matter. 

Very respectfully yours , 

Hrs. Diane P. MacMullen 

~ dttJ-u.. ~ttb~ 



CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mrs. Diane MacMullen 
7310 Passyunk Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19142 

Dear Mrs. MacMUllen, 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 29, 1988 

I am writing to you in connection with your claim against 
Iraq for the loss of your husband Thomas J. MacMullen in the 
tragic attack on USS Stark by an Iraqi aircraft on May 17, 
1987. The Department of State has carefully reviewed the 
notarized questionnaire you filled out and submitted to the 
Navy, and is now prepared to claim the sum of $1,299,293 from 
the Government of Iraq on behalf of you and your children 
Deborah and Lauren, as compensation for your losses. 

We know that no amount of mon ey can ever replace -the loss of 
your husband. However, under int e rnational law Iraq has an 
obligation to pay compensation to the United States for the 
deaths for which it is responsible. The above sum represents 
the amount calculated by the Government of the United States for 
which the Government of Iraq is responsible under principles of 
international law. The amount is based upon the estimated loss 
to you and your children of future financial support from the 
deceased and of the deceased's special services, and also 
includes an amount for mental shock and anguish. Information 
you supplied in the signed and notarized questionnaire you 
s ubm i tted to the Navy~ and information in your husband's service 
record, as well as accepted actuarial data and economic 
assumptions, were considered in calculating the amount to be 
claimed from Iraq. The amount is equal to or higher than the 
present value of similar compensation paid by Israel to families 
of deceased crewmembers of USS Liberty, attacked by Israel in 
1967. 

If you would like an opportunity to comment, it is important 
that you advise us immediately. We are prepared to give further 
consideration to the amount of compensation we claim on your 
behalf on the basis of information you provide. You may submit 
additional evidence showing that a larger amount should be 
claimed if you wish. 

.. 
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Because the best interests of all claimants make it 
advisable to present the claims to the Government of Iraq as 
soon as feasible, you must notify us by telephone no later than 
seven days from the receipt of this letter if you wish to 
discuss the amount of compensation or submit additional 
evidence. Please call Mr. Jeffrey Kovar at 202-632-7347. If, 
in the future, you wish to check on the status of your claim, 
please call Mrs. Brenda Shields at 202-632-5950. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ronald J. Bettauer 
Assistant Legal Adviser 

for International Claims and 
Investment Disputes 

... 
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Date September 30, 1988 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
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REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan 
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--------------------
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Dr. Asad Khailany 
Chairman . 
Kurdish National Congress of 
North America 
340 South Ford Boulevard 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

Dear Dr. Khailany: 

United States ~epartment of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

September 29, 1988 

Thank you for your mailgram to the President of 
September 5, 1988 concerning Iraq's campaign against Kurdish 
rebels. 

We share your outrage at the use of chemical weapons and 
other attacks aga inst civilians. We have taien the l ead in 
condemning these actions. They are unjustifiable and r 
abhorrent, and violate international law, including Common 
Article 3 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the Protection of 
the Victims of Armed Conflict. We are working to prevent 
further unlawful use of chemical weapons by Iraq against its 
Kurdish minority or anyone else . We will continue to speak out 
on this issue as well as on cont i nu ing human rights abuses in 
Iraq. We have dealt with Iraqi treatment of the Kurds in our 
Human Rights Country Practices Reports, most recently in the 
1987 report, and will continue to do s o. 

We are working through international fora and unilaterally 
to deter unlawful chemical weapons use. On Septembe r 17, the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister declared that Iraq abides by the 1925 
Geneva Protocol on chemical and bacteriological warfare. We 
have welcomed this as a pos iti ve step and will be watching 
Iraqi actions to see that they match this commitment. 

Thank yo u for your concern, which we share wholehearted ly. 

Sincerely yours, 

::... - -
Laurence E. Pope 
Director 
Northern Gulf Affairs 
Bureau of Near Eastern and 

South Asian Affairs 
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 610640 

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 5, 1988 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: DR. ASAD KHAILANY 
CHAIRMAN 
KURDISH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
NORTH AMERICA 
340 SOUTH FORD BOULEVARD 
YPSILANTI MI 48198 

SUBJECT : KURDISH PEOPLE CONCERNS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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,____.. • • : DR •. As AD K HA I L AN V 
1ao s. FORD BLVD, 
YPSILANTI MI 48198 OSPM 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20050 

: ,\~JM 
► DEAR MR, PRES!OENTi 

.._.. 

ON AUGUST 27 • 28, 1qaa, SI~TY OELEGATES ATTENDF-D THE FIRST 
MF.ETING OF THE KURDISH NAT_IO NA_l. C_ONGR!A O.F_ N.OeTH AMF!RICA !NAN~ 
ARBOR, MICHIGAN AND ' UNANIMOUSLV PASSED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUi!ON: 

U1 N1 RESOLUTION 5qe REGARDlNG THE CEASEFIRE BETWEEN IRAN AND . !RAQ 
MAKE ~O- ElllJ Q~ ·o~~- 1-Lt KURDtSH ?EC~LE AND CON1A!NS NO GUARANTEE 
OF KURDISH RIGHTS. THERE WIL L BE NO PEACE UNLESS THE RIGHTS OF 
THE KURDS ARE RECOGNIZED AND RESP~CTED. 
TH£ IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE CEAS£,t~! _AND . HAS 
MOUNTED A LARGE OFFENSIVE AGAINST TME KU~DISH ~E~PLE IN ?~AQ 
USING ALI. OF ITS Rl!MAINING A~S!!NAL INeLUDING INTF.'.RNAT!ONALLY 
PROHIBITED CHEMICAL WEAPONS. AT THE TIME OF TM?S MEETTN~, 
APPROXIMATELY 1SO,OOO CtVI(IANS HAD BE!N ENCIRCLED IN TM~ 
BAOINAN AREA OF !RAG AND ARE ?N DANGER OF COMPL~TE ANNIHILATION. 
THE SURVIVAL OF THESE ~EOPLE IS IN EXTREME DANGE~. W~ ASK YOUR 
GOOD OFFICES TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF THESE PEO~LE, ANO TO ENSUPE 
THAT fRE 1lIG"HTS- OF ALL - THE KURDS ARE: RECOGNIZED TO !STABLISH A 
JUST AND LASTING PEAeE- rN, HE AREA~ 
WE FURTHER ASK T~AT AN IMPARTIAL THIRD PARTY BE APPOINTED TO 
REPRESENT THE INTfRESTS OF THE KURDISH PEOPLf IN TH! PEACE TALKS 
BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ, 

DR • AS AD ,!ifiil.L AJ J CH A IRMA N 
KURDISH NATIONAL CONGRESS CF NORTH AMERICA 

20130 EST 

MGMCOMP 

. ,. ; • • I .,'•.,.. ·,·)c\f •,9; ... , .. ~ • •i.t 
.• . . . • • • • ,. # \ · - ·._.; .:· -.~ ••• -~ ,..~ 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR-WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS ~• --
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• ·-OR~ ASAD KHAILANY 
340 s. FORD BLVD, 
YPSILANTI M! 48198 OSPM 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20050 l l 

: ? ,~::.:'. PRESIDENT i O 
' 

() ON AUGUST 27 •c 28, 1q88, SIXTY DELEGATES ATTENDED THE FIRST 
M f ET I NG OF TH F KURD I SH NA T,_!_Ql✓ A _l_ C_Q.~.G.B E.£ S __ Q_E ___ N.O.E? TH AMER I C A I N _ AN~ 
ARBOR, MICHIGAN AND UNANIMOUSLY PASSE D THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION! 

U~N, RESOLUTIO N 5q e REGARDlNG THE CEASEFIRE BEfWEEN IRAN AN6 !RA~ 
MAKE _S _ N_!l"J.}{f:'.]:{jJQ].r -o:F.~::]2:F. itu RD!SH PEOPLE .AND CONTAINS NO GUARANTEE 
OF KURDISH RIGHTS ·. THERE WI LL BE NO PE .AC E UN L ES S THE RIGHTS OF 
THE KURD$ ARE RECOG~IZED AND RESPECTED, . 
TH~ -IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF TH! CEASEFIRE_AND . HAS 
MOUNTED A LARGE OFFENSIVE AGAINST T~E KllRr> I SH PEOP LE IN r-~AQ 
U S I NG A LI. 0 F I T S R E H .A I N I N G AP S e'. N .A L I N C L U D I N G HH E R N A T I O N A L L Y 
PROHI BITED CHEMICA L WEAPON S. AT THE TIM~ OF THIS MEET!N~ , 
APPR OXIMATELY 1sn,ooo cfVILIANS ' HA D BEEN ENCIRC LED IN _ TM ~ 
BAD!NA N AREA OF IRA Q ~ND ARE IN DANGER DF COMPLETE '. ANNIHILATIO N. 
THE SURVIVA L OF THESE PEOPLE IS IN EXTREM E DANGER. WE ASK YOUR 
GOOD OFFICES TO PROTEC T THE LIVES OF THESE PEOP LE, ANb- TO EN~UR E 
TH (r--·r·Hc--·--in G-H r s-·-oF - -ATC-i' ffE~7< uim s ·_ AR 1: -- RE c-6GN i z E o r a e: st A BL I sH A 
J lJ $ T AN D L AST I NG PE A C E"""7 N - r HE • ARE A ~-~ 
WE FURTH ER ASK THAT AN IMP ARTIAL THIR D PARTY BE AP POIN TE D _ TO 
RE PR ESENT THE PJTfREST S OF THE KU RDISH PEnPL-E IN THE PEACE TALKS 
BET WEEN IRAN AND I RAQ , 

DR. AS AD r_tiU L.HLL .. CH .A IRMA N 
KURDISH NATIONA L CO~GRES~ OF NORTH AMERI CA 

20r30 ES T 

MGMC OHP 

. • . . . . . • • .• , i ~ \ I ;-'•. ,.i ~/· \:t -~,:{; .~. :. ... 

TO REF:.Y BY :1\AiL•-;;A\I f,'.ES2 !,GE. SEE REVERS E SIDE FOR VVES TER N UNI O~'S TOLL - FREE PH ONE NUMBERS r -, 
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Dr. Helen Fein 
Executive Director 

United States Qcpartment of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 29, 1988 

Institute for the Study of Genocide 
John Jay College o~ Criminal Justice 
444 West 56th Street (Room 3114S) 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Dr. Fein: 

Thank you for your letter to the President of September 5, 
1988 concerning Iraq's campaign against Kurdish rebels. 

We share your outrage at the use of chemical weapons and 
other attacks against civilians. We have taken the lead in 
condemning these actions. They are unjustifiable and 
abhorrent, and violate international law, including Common 
Article 3 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the Protection of 
the Victims of Armed Conflict. We are working to prevent 
further unlawful use of chemical weapo ns by Iraq against its 
Kurdish minority or anyone else. We will continue to speak out 
on this issue as well as on continuing hu_m?n rights abuses in 
Iraq. We have dealt with Iraqi treatment of the Kurds in our 
Human Rights Country Practices Repo rts, most recent ly in the 
1987 report, and will continue to do so. 

This is the latest and most ruthless attempt by the Iraqi 
Government to suppress a series of Kurdish rebellions it has 
faced since 1922. Clearly, Iraq has used ruthless force 
aga inst guerrillas and civilians alike in parts of Iraqi 
Kurdistan previously controlled as "liberated zones" by rebels 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party, led by Massoud Barzani, and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, led by Jalal Talabani. 

We are working through international fora and unilaterally 
to deter unlawful chemical weapons use. On Septembe r 17, the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister declared that Iraq abides by the 1925 
Geneva Protocol on chemica l and bacterio logica l warfare. We 
have we lcomed this as a positive step and will be watching 
Iraqi actions to see_ that they match this comm itment. 

Thank you for your concern, which we share wholeheartedly. 

Si7ely yours, 

/ / 2 2------__ _ _ 

/Laurence E. Pope 
Director 
Northern Gulf Affairs 
Bureau of Nea r Eastern and 

South Asian Affairs 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TR.A.NSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFER.ENCE: 

To: President Reagan 

From: Dr. Helen Fein 

Date: September 5, 1988 

SIS 8827023 

Date Seotember 29, 1988 

subject: Concerns about reported poison gas attacks 

against the Kurds 

WH Referral Dated:_~S~e~p_t.;;......:....•_;;,;;_1_4~,_1_9~8_8 ___ _ 
NSC ID# (if any): 610869 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 
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SEPTEMBER 14, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED : 
DIRECT REPLY , FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID : 610869 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

LETTER , DATED SEPTEMBER 5, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

DR. HELEN FEIN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF 
GENOCIDE 
444 WEST 46TH STREET 
ROOM 3114S 
NEW YORK NY 10019 

SUBJECT : CONCERNS ABOUT REPORTED POISON GAS ATTACKS 
AGAINST THE KURDS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456 - 7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE , 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF GENOCIDE 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
444 West 56th Street (Room 3114S) New York. NY 10019 
212-489-3697. 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 5, 1988 

Recent reports of ppison gas attacks by Ir..a_q_ against 
Kurdish villages there raise the threat of mass ~urder. 
The United Nations Genocide Convention, approv~d by the 
U.S. Senate in 1986, says "genocide means any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
groups, as such: a) Killing members of the group; b) 
Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the 
group; c) Deliberatel y inflicting on the group conditions 
of life ca l culated to bring about its physical destruction 
in ~--ihole or in part . ... " All parties to the Convention are 
obligated to prevent genocide. 

We call on the United States and on countries that have 
ratified the Convention (including France, the U.K., and the 
U.S.S.R.> to press Iraq to stop, t urge neighboring states 
to grant asylum to ~urdish refugees, and to look for ways to 
deter future genocidal massacres. 

s~~ 
Dr. Helen Fein 
Executive Director 
Institute for the Study of 

Genocide 
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