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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 18, 1984

Dear Mayor Flynn:

I am responding to your letter to the President of April 23,
concerning Northern Ireland and the President's trip to Ireland.

U.S. policy, as outlined by President Reagan in successive St.
Patrick's Day messages, is consistent with that of previous
administrations. U.S. policy emphasizes that it is not for
outsiders to try to impose a particular solution to the Northern
Ireland problem. Rather, we believe that the two communities in
Northern Ireland, their elected leaders, and the governments of
the Irish Republic and of the United Kingdom are fully capable of
finding a solution within a democratic context.

We are encouraged by the strengthening of the Anglo-Irish
dialogue over the past year, by the commitment of both governments
to work together closely, and by the efforts of elected leaders in
the New Ireland Forum to find a peaceful, democratic approach to
the problems of Northern Ireland. In such circumstances, we
believe the U.S. can help in a positive way, by encouraging
job-creating investment and support for groups engaged in
promoting reconciliation, such as Cooperation Ireland, rather than
focusing on issues which are divisive.

On May 4, Irish Foreign Minister Peter Barry met with Deputy
Secretary Kenneth Dam to brief him on the report of the New
Ireland Forum. The Deputy Secretary assured the Foreign Minister
that the U.S. will give the report full and careful study. He
expressed our hope that the Forum process and the Forum report
will strengthen Anglo-Irish cooperation in resolving the Northern
Ireland problem and in furthering reconciliation between the two
communities.

In recent human rights reports on the United Kingdom,
including the one submitted to the Congress in January 1984 (copy
enclosed), the Department of State has noted that both the British
people and their government continually seek to maintain and
improve the high quality of human rights practices domestically
and to promote higher levels internationally. The Department has
observed, however, that these long-standing traditions are daily

The Honorable
Raymond L. Flynn,
Mayor of Boston,
One City Hall Plaza,
Boston, Massachusetts



put to the test in Northern Ireland, where the British Government
strives to combat terrorist violence -- the most significant human
rights problem in the United Kingdom -- and to maintain public
safety against a background of a deeply divided society. An all
too typical example of such terrorist violence is the murder by
the Provisional Irish Republic Army April 8 of a young school

teacher, Mary Travers, as she and her father walked home from mass.

Both we and the White House appreciate receiving your timely
and thoughtful views on the Northern Ireland problem. I hope that
this letter responds to the concerns that you have raised.

Sincerely,

Jit K- Cuopte

Neil H. Campbell
Acting Director, Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs

Enclosure:
1984 Human Rights Report for the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 8413811

WASHINGTON

May 2, 1984

Dear Mavor Flynn:
On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
recent correspondence.

I have forwarded a copy of your letter to the appropriate
cofficials at the Department of State, Office of Intergov-
ernmental Affairs for their consideration and direct reply.
You should be hearing from them shortly.

I sincerely appreciate vour bringing your concerns to the
attention of the Administration. Please let me know if I can
be of further assistance.

Lee L. Verstandig
Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Raymond L. Flynn
Mayor o©f Boston

One City Hall Plaza

Boston, Massachwusetts 02201
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April 23, 1984

Ronald W. Reagan

President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to share some thoughts with you as you prepare for your trip to Ireland.
It is my hope that your voyage will be productive and safe, and it is also my hope that you
will see the trip as an opportunity to assert the United States' commitment to the
upholding of human rights in the strife-torn north of Ireland.

As I write today, I join millions of Irish Americans and all Americans of good
conscience in pausing to commemorate the 68th anniversary of the Easter Rising. That
heroic event in 1916 led to the freedom of most of Ireland, and sounded a call for freedom
and human rights that still echoes today. It echoes not only in the streets of Belfast and
Derry, but in E1 Salvadar, South Africa, and Afghanistan; in every village and nation in the
world where fundamental human rights are denied.

As we reflect on the significance of the Easter Rising, it is timely to consider the
thoughts of the late Terence Cardinal Cooke. In a statement shortly before his death in
1983, the cardinal spoke out on Northern Ireland.

"The continuing situation of injustice, suffering, and extremist terror in the north of
Ireland is the primary issue facing us today and it must be addressed with urgency."

Cardinal Cooke also said, "As a son of Irish immigrants, whose parents and ancestors
experienced this suffering and oppression, I would like to once again share my own
convictions and call on my fellow American citizens, especially those of Irish heritage, to
take very definite steps which will help the cause of peace, justice, freedom, and the
restoration of basic human rights and equal opportunity in that troubled land."

As the leader of the Free World, and as President of the nation that is the home of
freedom and opportunity, you are in a unique and important position to take up Cardinal
Cooke's call. A deliberate and forceful statement from you will help to strengthen the
final agreement among the parties who have been meeting in the New Ireland Forum. The
upcoming forum report could provide an opening to frank discussion of the North in both
Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland. The President of the United States has a part
to play in any discussion of a legitimate quest for human rights, and your trip to Ireland
and England in June will offer the opportunity to help this process in Ireland.

STONCITY ALL+ONECITY H: \ZA.  DSTON-*MA JSETTS 02201+ 617/725 X0



April 23, 1984
Page Two

The need for fresh and determined initiatives in Northern Ireland has been described
by many observers, but seldom as eloquently as by Sean MacBride, the winner of the 1974
Nobel Prize for Peace.

"Time after time, new internment camps, and prison camps, (have been) built and
filled. Public Safety Acts, Emergency Powers Acts, Treason Acts, Offences Against the
State Acts, Law Enforcement Acts and Special Powers Acts succeeded each other north
and south, and have virtually destroyed the rule of law system which should prevail in any
democratic state," Mr. MacBride wrote.

The tragic and violent, 62-year history of the statelet of Northern Ireland is rooted in
violence. The leaders of the Irish movement for independence accepted the partition of
their country under the threat of "immediate and terrible war." Today, that legacy of
violence is the inheritance of the Catholic population of the North, on whom repressive
laws and discrimination fall most heavily. To again refer to the statement of Cardinal
Cooke, "The denial of human and civil rights is evidenced in employment, housing,
education, and in the legal system of Northern Ireland."

You recently supported the Irish Prime Minister, Dr. Garrett FitzGerald, in his plea
to Congress to disarm the men of violence in Northern Ireland. 1 would suggest that the
next logical step is to call into question the environment of violence in which these groups
are born.

While we condemn the symptoms of violence in Ireland we must also work to end the
cause of that violence. We must make human rights for Ireland an important goal, to be
pursued aggressively.

I trust that you will consider these ideas as you prepare for your trip, for, as the Bible
tells us, "Peace will come only when justice prevails."

With best wishes, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

Frapmoed 4 Zoom

Raymond L. Flynn
Mayor of Boston

jac
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ACTION May 23, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER a?hjiz;\

SUBJECT: Appointment Request

Irish Ambassador Tadhg 0O'Sullivan has asked to see you before he
departs for Ireland next Tuesday afternoon. In typical Irish
fashion, he has had others call to endorse his request, e.g.,
Judge Clark's office has called to urge you to fit O'Sullivan
into your schedule, if at all possible.

There are obvious reasons why the Ambassador would like to meet
with you on the eve of the President's trip to Ireland, but all
in all I would put it into the "nice to do, but not essential"
category.

RECOMMENDATION:

If possible, that you meet with Ambassador 0O'Sullivan, for twenty
minutes on May 25 or the morning of May 29.

Approve%é&LM? Not Possible

xwoJ§ 24

W o

cc: Jack Matlock
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