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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Date: May 25, 198C
To: Kathy O

Anne Higgins sent this into work
this a.m. saying it should be in
President Reagan's archives file.
So am sending it on to you for
your disposal.

How are you enjoying California

by now? We sure miss you around
here. A lot of things just aren't
the same but then again change is
good for everyone.

Take care!

PATSY SKIDMORE

Presidential Correspondence
Office

Room 94, x7610





















The American Irish Foundation presented its Literary Award for
1985 to the novelist and short story writer John McGahern. John
J. Brogan, President of the Foundation, announced the award-
ing of the prize at a luncheon on Friday, June 28 at The American
Ambassador’s residence, Phoenix Park. The luncheon was
hosted by The Charge d’Affaires and Mrs. John A. Boyle, in the
absence of the Ambassador.

In making the presentation to Mr. McGahern, Mr. Brogan
said, “We are pleased to recognize another outstanding Irish
writer, and one we believe will more than match his past accom-
plishments in the years ahead.”

Mr. McGabhern, 50, is the author of several critically acclaimed
novels including The Barracks (1962), The Dark (1965), and The
Leavetaking (1974). His new work, High Ground, will be published
in the autumn.

Mr. McGahern was born in Dublin and educated at University
College, Dublin. He and his wife now make their home in
Aughaboneil, Foxfield, Co. Leitrim. His writings have been
translated into several languages. He has been a visiting profes-
sor of literature at Colgate University and lectured at other
American colleges and universities.

The Foundation’s Literary Award has a cash stipend of
$10,000. The first recipient of the Award was the poet Austin
Clarke. Subsequent winners have included Seamus Heaney,
John Banville, Dervla Murphy, Aidan Higgins, Mary Lavin,
Benedict Kiely, Brian Friel, Michael McLaverty, Richard Mur-
phy, and Thomas McCarthy.

William V. Shannon, former U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, is
Chairman of the Foundation’s Literary Award Committee.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMED

An Advisory committee has been formed by the Foundation to
provide advice to the Board concerning grants in literature and

~— the arts.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Hon. Padraic MacKernan

It will be chaired by Professor William Shannon, AIF Literary
Award Chairman. In forming the committee, Professor Shan-
non stated that the group would be particularly helpful in select-
ing the Literary Award recipient each year.

Committee Members are: Poets: Richard Murphy, Thomas Mc-
Carthy, and Seamus Heaney; Writers: Mary Lavin, Benedict
Kiely, Tim Pat Coogan, and John Broderick; Playwright: Thomas
Kilroy; Artist: Robert Ballagh.
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““The interest shown in the work of The American Irish Foundation by so many prominent friends of Ireland is most
encouraging; especially heartening is the increase in members of the National Committee, a group which provides
special support for the Foundation’s grant programs.”
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‘September 13, 1985

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT 1900-1985

By John P. Cosgrove, Executive Director
American Historic & Cultural Society Inc.

The business successes of J. Willard Marriott were duly
recorded and repéated in print and on the ;ir at the time of
his death on August 13.

But another story, his love of country and his continued
efforts to stir a spirit of patriotism throughout this nation
should have been told on September 17. On this date Mr.
Marriott would have been observing his 85th birthday.

It is significant that John Willard Marriott was born on
the anniversary of the initial approval of the Constitution of
his beloved country in 1787.

Constitution Day and Independence Day were important days
in his life. One marks the anniversary of his birth, the
other the birthday of the United States of America.

This dedicated American, who ceaselessly égiled to preserve
and advance basic, "old-fashioned" patriotism, also perceived
the merits of the country's progress in opening new frontiers,
such as the spdce program.

Mr. Marriott provided the impetus for the launching of
the Honor America program which had its origin in the "difficult
times" of the 1970s when the nation was approaching a dangerous
state of polarization between the so-called "hard hats" with
their rigid super-loyalty values, and the hippies, yippies,

Weathermen, SDS-ers and similar groups shouting epithets of

revolution from the opposite extreme.



Chairman Marriott was the organizing genius in rounding
up a bipartisan group of nationally known speakers, religious
leaders, entertainers, musicians, legislators and other notables
for a massive celebration in Washington. The publication U.S.
News & World Report noted, "The crowd was estimated at 350,000
to 400,000, designed to praise the nation and its govermment --
rather than to protest its policies.”

After that splendid éelebration (some say it marked the
beginning of the return to patriotism and a renewed spirit to
show America's colors), Bill Marriott believed the enterprise
should continue as a bipartisan support for the nation's
Bicentennial, just six years away. This became another
distinguished milestone.

In 1975, formal government recognition of the bipartisan
project was achieved by passage of 'a joint resolution of Congress
establishing the 21 days between Flag Day (June 14) and
Independence Day (July 4) as a special period in which to pay
homage to our country.

In many communities across the land programs were unfurled
to Honor Americaﬁ sparked by Chairman Marriott's letters to
members of Congress, governors and mayors, notes to community
leaders and veterans organizations. Source material and feature
articles.were distributed to the media from Bill Marriott on the

Flag Day and
historical significance of/Independence Day. Films and a stereo
record album were produced and distributed to schools.

During the Bicentennial year 1976 the Honor America present-

ation burgeoned into a booming success. (The organization's
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official name is the American Historic and Cultural Society,

Inc.) A glittering theatrical presentation entitled "Let Freedom
Ring Again" wifh inspirational and patriotic themes was staged

in the Concert Hall of the Kennedy Center, Washington.

During the 15 years of Honor America endeavors, Mr. Marriott's
admiration for the Constitution constantly grew more steadfast.
This celebrated document's bicentennial will be marked with a
special observance in 1987.

"Designed to weather the most turbulent storm,"” he wrote in
.1984, "the Constitution has been amended and interpreted, but
never discarded. The document's amendments reflect the growth
of this nation, and illustrates the ability of a republic to
correct its inequities without revolution. X x x We Américans
are fortunate in possessing a remarkable instrument of government,
and the preservation of its fqndamental structure is one of
our basic responsibilities."”

Bill Marriott never stopped loving his country and the
opportunities it provided him, born to a struggling sheep farmer
in the Marriott Settlement, Utah. His heart condition may have
slowed him, but his heart's desire never faltered in his
inspired leadership, never losing the touch nor understanding
of his fellow man.

Always forward looking, Bill Marriott's last project was to
focus on the efforts of our Space Program, in particuiar the men
and women who participated in the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration missions starting with Alan Shepard's May 5, 1961

flight, just twenty-five years ago next year.



He wanted to mark the quarter century by honoring American
space migsions so that geﬂerations to come.would be apprised
of our efforts to circle the earth, walk on the moon, and to
work and live in space so as to inspire_today's'youths on to more
successful adventures to benefit mankind.

The Spirit of '76 was born again in Bill Marriott. We
who knew him through the Honor America days were privileged
to see and appreciate the spiritual and evangelical side of

a great patriot, a remarkable nephew of our Uncle Sam. END
































