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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON/DC 

/ l • 77' 
Ooo 73 

;,O : 39 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR PRESIDENCY. THE MUCH IMPROVED CLIMATE FOR 

WORLD PEACE BEARS TESTIMONY TO THE FRUITS OF YOUR LABOUR. WISHING 

YOURSELF AND NANCY MANY YEARS OF HAPPINESS, 

CON DONOVAN, 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR, 

BALLYPOREEN. 

COL NIL 

\ 



The President 

JOHN P. COSGROVE 
926 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20045 

202/628-3400 

September 3, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

What is Ballyporeen like on a sunny and bright 
day in July? 

Well, we experienced such a pleasant day last 
July 6, driving from Dublin to Mallow . 

The enclosed snapshots will show you what 
Ballyporeen is like on a normal summer day. The 
USA and Irish flags flying over the O'Farrell Bar 
and the world-known Ronald Reagan Lounge. 

Other Ballyporeen scenes show the main street, 
the building which will be the Ronald Reagan Centre. 

There's even a picture of Meaney's Bar and 
Lounge . Apparently George Meany dropped an "e" 
when the family arrived in the Bronx! 

Then, other pictures show the Bush Service 
Station, B. Bolger Motors in Dublin, and even a 
Cosgrove Bar and Lounge. 

You'll recognize the USA Embassy in Ballsbridge; 
Hal Roach presenting his latest record album to 
Charge d'Affaires John Boyle . Then, you'll recognize 
Phoenix Park, Kilmainharn Jail (one of Ireland's 
historic places, Eamon DeValera was the last prisoner 
there). 

Inside cover, the crew of the Irish Sail 
Training Vessel "ASGARD II" visiting The White House 
last May 31 . Captain Eric Healy is in the red jacket. 

Thought you'd enjoy this break from your very 
heavy schedule . Keep up the good work, keep well. 
With kindest regards to Mrs. Reagan. 



Date: 

To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

May 25, 1989 

Kathy Q 

Anne Higgins sent this into work 
this a.m. saying it should be in 
President Reagan's archives file. 
So am sending it on to you for 
your disposal. 

How are you enjoying California 
by now? We sure miss you around 
here. A lot of things just aren't 
the same but then again change is 
good for everyone. 

Take care! 

PATSY SKIDMORE 
Presidential Correspondence 

Office 
Room 94, x7610 



AMBASSADORS FAREWELL: In June, American 
Ambassador Robert F. Kane, at left, and Irish Ambas­
sador to the U.S. Tadhg O'Sullivan attended the Foun­
dation outing at -The Family Farm, Woodside, Cali­
fornia, together for the last time in official capacities. 

Ambassador Kane returned to his law practice in 
Redwood City, California, and Ambassador O'Sul­
livan became his country's representative to the So­
viet Union. Citations were given to both for their 
service as Directors of the Foundation and for their 
dedicated support. 

the ArneriicAn iriish foun~Ation ~epo~t FALL 
1985 

"In the tradition of President John F. Kennedy and President Eamon deValera, 
who together launched The American Irish Foundation, I encourage private 
citizens to build up those institutio1:s - cultural, educational, and in social 
service -which keep the Irish heritage green." 

President Ronald Reagan 
June 7, 1985 

"We have been deeply impressed by the strong personal commitment which 
your members have to the welfare of oui: country and the affection which they 
display for Ireland and the Irish." 

Tadhg O'Sullivan 
Ambassador of Ireland to the US. 

June 7, 1985 

THE 1985 AIF LITERARY AWARD: A gathering 
of great Irish writers and poets was brought together 
for the presentation of the 1985 American Irish Foun­
dation Literary Award at the U.S. Ambassador's 
Residence in Dublin, Ireland on June 28th. 

From the left: John A. Boyle, American Charge 
d'Affaires, who was the host in the absence of the 
Ambassador, and previous recipients of the Award: 

• Brian Friel (1981); Thomas Kilroy (1974); and John 
McGahern, this year's winner; Foundation President 
John Brogan; and poets Richard Murphy (1983); and 
Seamus Heaney (1973). 



CATHEDRAL TOWER RESTORED: St. Canice's Cathedral 
in Kilkenny is one of Ireland's most beautiful early churches; it 
dates back to the 13th Century. The Foundation provided a grant 
of $5,000 toward the repair of its central tower which had 
dangerously deteriorated. The work in progress can be seen in 
this picture of the tower. 

MAYO LANDMARK: The restoration fund of the landmark 
Holy Trinity Church in Westport, Co. Mayo, received a Founda­
tion contribution . Here the Rector, Rev. Noel C. Francis, is 
shown with the church in the background. 

Irish Directory for Southern 
California 

Foundation Director Emmett McGaughey, Chairman of 
the Southern California chapter of the AIF, at left, is pic­
tured at the reception celebrating the publication of "The 
Irish Cultural Directory of Southern California" by UCLA. 
At right, Mr. Arthur Gribben, a native of Ireland, one of 
the two compilers of the invaluable resource book which 
was published in response to a demographic surprise pro­
vided by the 1980 U.S. Census. It revealed that the largest "--.,/ 
Irish population in this country is in California. About 3.7 
million of that state's citizens claim Irish heritage and a 
substantial percentage of these live in Southern California. 

To assist in providing a unifying link for Southern Cali­
fornians of Irish heritage, the Foundation provided a grant 
of $5,000 to underwrite, along with the L.A. Times Mirror, 
publication of "The Irish Cultural Directory of Southern 
California." The directory, compiled and published by the 
University of California Los Angeles, includes chapters on 
Irish annual events, classes, clubs, musical groups, frater­
nal organizations as well as contributions of the Irish to the 
development of Southern California. 

Dr. Franklin D. Murphy, former Chancellor of UCLA, 
and who now heads the Executive Committee of the Times 
Mirror, was Honorary Chairman of the project. He is a 
member of the Foundation's National Committee. 

The Irish Exile 
Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to 
North America ($35.00) will be published by Oxford 
University Press in October. This fascinating vol­
ume by Dr. Kerby Miller is based on Foundation 
sponsored research of letters, diaries and other ma-
terials written by Irish emigrants. It would make an "--./ 
excellent Christmas gift to anyone interested in the 
history of Irish in America. 



FIELD DAY PAMPHLETS: Actress Siobhan McKenna offi­
cially launched the series of pamphlets published by the Field Day 
Theater Company in May at the Orchard Gallery in Derry. 

The pamphlet series, which deals with different aspects of the 
relationship between culture and history in the context of-con­
temporary Irish politics, are by outstanding Irish authors; pic­
tured here are three. From the left: Richard Kearney, Seamus 
Deane, and Declan Kiberd. To Miss McKenna's right is Play­
wright Brian Friel, a director of Field Day. The Foundation 
provided a grant for the project. 

IRISH PRINTS TOUR U.S.: A grant from 
the Foundation to the National Gallery of 
Ireland was made to provide a conservation 
program for the gallery's collection of fine 
prints. One such, "A Profile of a Young 
Man" by Antonio del Pollaiuolo, at left, is 
being included in an exhibition of eighty-two 
master European drawings organized by the 
Smithsonian Institute for a tour of U.S. 
museums. 

NEW IRISH ART: The Foundation pro­
vided funds for the catalogue of the exhibition 
"Divisions, Crossroads, Turns of Mind: 
Some New Irish Art" which will be brought 
to the United States. Sponsored by the Ire­
land American Arts Exchange, Inc., it will 
open November 8th at the Williams College 
Museum of Art. One of the exhibit pieces: 
"Lurking Shadows" by Aileen MacKeogh, 
at right. 

' .. , 

COUNTERMOVEMENT AT TRINITY: The first 
major outdoor contemporary sculpture by an Irish 
artist to be sited at Trinity College was made possible 
by benefactors of the Foundation. "Countermove­
ment" by Michael Warren was unveiled on the campus 
of the 16th Century university on July 1st. Pictured in 
the foreground are: from left, Ted Nealon, T.D.; 
Foundation President John Brogan; Sculptor Michael 
Warren; Alf Board Chairman A. W. B. Vincent; and 
Trinity Provost Dr. W. A. Watts . 



NEWPORT IRISH FESTIVAL: An excellent Irish Festival 
Concert was given by Salve Regina College in Newport, Rhode 
Island with Foundation assistance. The College Madrigal Sing­
ers are pictured at the performance on March 9th . 

WEXFORD FESTIVAL: Again the Wexford Opera, which has 
received Foundation grants, had another successful season. This 
scene is from the 1984 production of "Le Astuzie Femminili" 
with, from the left, Peter Christopher Runge, Raul Gimenez, 
and Arturo Testa. The 1985 series will begin October 23rd. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION: Members of the Northern Ireland Community 
Education Association prepare to attend a conference at Ulster University, Jor­
dontown. The NICEA helps to develop awareness of community problems and 
assists the people to find the confidence and skills to deal with the problems on a 
community basis. An AIF grant supports their work. 

WASHINGTON PARADE: A waving 
John P. Cosgrove and his wife, Pat, repre­
sented the Foundation in the St. Patrick's 
Day Parade in the Nation's Capitol. They 
are pictured passing the National Archives. 
Mr. Cosgrove is a Director and former Presi­
dent of the Foundation . 

'--.._,,I 

ABBEY RESTORATION: Duiske Abbey in 
Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny, was once a ma- '-......J 
jar monastic center in Ireland. This is the en­
trance to the Chapter House from the Cloister. 
Restoration is being aided by a $5,000 Founda-
tion grant. 



RECONCILIATION: Glencree Centre for 
Reconciliation was founded in 1974 as a response 
to the violence in the North. It works to discover 
and promote the conditions for a just and peace­
ful resolution to the conflict there. The Founda­
tion contributed $5,000 to the construction 
of the Youth Wing of the Centre in Bray, Co. 
Wicklow. 

THE RIOT ACT: Another Field Day proj­
ect aided by the Foundation - its theater pro­
duction of "The Riot Act" by Tom Paulin. 

Here is a scene from the play, based on 
Sophocles "Antigone," in which the chorus 
leader, Ciaran Hinds, is surrounded by the 
chorus. 

AMERICAN CHAIR: In July, Foundation officers visited 
University College, Dublin, to discuss the Chair of American 
Studies which brings a visiting professor from the United States 
annually to the College. The Chair was established with Founda­
tion support. Pictured at UCO from left to right, front row: John 
Brogan, AIF President; Dr. Thomas Murphy, UCO President; 
and A. W. B. Vincent, Foundation Chairman; back row: Profes­
sor Banal McCarthy and Dr. Ronan Fanning of the University 
faculty. 

CHILDREN OF THE NORTH: Voluntary Service Belfast 
wanted to provide a summer play program for young children in 
troubled Belfast. The Ireland's Children Committee of the Foun­
dation helped with a grant. Here, the Lord Mayor of Belfast, John 
Carson, visits youngsters participating in the program at the 
play center in North Belfast. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 7, 1985 

For reasons you will understand better than anyone 
else, I am especially delighted to send greetings to 
everyone at the High Tea of the American Irish 
Foundation. Please let me join in the honor 
tendered today to Liam Canniffe, Consul General of 
Ireland, for his contributions to cordial relations 
between the two nations. 

In the tradition of President John F. Kennedy and 
President Eamon De Valera, who together launched 
the American Irish Foundation, I encourage private 
citizens to build up those institutions -- cultural, 
educational and in social service -- which keep the 
Irish heritage green. I encourage pride in the men 
and women of Ireland who in such great numbers 
and in such great measure contributed to our 
nation's enrichment. And I particularly want to 
encourage Americans to let their foreign investment 
and vacation dollars find a profitable haven in 
Ireland. As a recent visitor to Ireland, I know 
how well spent and well invested that money will 
be, 

Nancy Joms me in wishing all of you a day to 
remember, and every happiness. God bless. 

Chicago Celebration 
National Committee Member Barry Carroll was the 
Chairman of a Foundation High Tea to honor Liam 
Canniffe, the respected Consul General of Ireland in 
Chicago, who was leaving for a new post. Held in the 
Chicago Club, in June, it attracted prominent leaders of 
the area . 

The above letter was received from President Reagan 
on that occasion. At right, the smiling President wore his 
American Irish Foundation tie at a St. Patrick's Day re­
ception at the Irish Embassy in Washington. 



John McGahern Receives 
1985 AIF Literary Award 

The American Irish Foundation presented its Literary Award for 
1985 to the novelist and short story writer John McGahern . John 
J. Brogan, President of the Foundation, announced the award­
ing of the prize at.a luncheon on Friday, June 28 at The American 
Ambassador's residence, Phoenix Park. The luncheon was 
hosted by The Charge d' Affaires and Mrs. John A. Boyle, in the 
absence of the Ambassador. 

In making the presentation to Mr. McGahern, Mr. Brogan 
said, "We are pleased to recognize another outstanding Irish 
writer, and one we believe will more than match his past accom­
plishments in the years ahead." 

Mr. McGahern, 50, is the author of several critically acclaimed 
novels including The Barracks (1962), The Dark (1965), and The 
Leavetaking (1974) . His new work, High Ground, will be published 
in the autumn. 

Mr. McGahern was born in Dublin and educated at University 
College, Dublin. He and his wife now make their home in 
Aughaboneil, Foxfield, Co. Leitrim. His writings have been 
translated into several languages. He has been a visiting profes­
sor of literature at Colgate University and lectured at other 
American colleges and universities . 

The Foundation's Literary Award has a cash stipend of 
$10,000. The first recipient of the Award was the poet Austin 
Clarke. Subsequent winners have included Seamus Heaney, 
John Banville, Dervla Murphy, Aidan Higgins, Mary Lavin, 
Benedict Kiely, Brian Friel, Michael McLaverty, Richard Mur­
phy, and Thomas McCarthy. 

William V. Shannon, former U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, is 
Chairman of the Foundation's Literary Award Committee. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMED 

An Advisory committee has been formed by the Foundation to 
provide advice to the Board concerning grants in literature and 
the arts. 

Foundation Dinners Honor 
Clark and Moynihan 

Foundation dinners in New York and Los Angeles will 
honor two distinguished Americans of Irish heritage. 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan and former Secretary 
of the Interior, Hon. William Clark will be presented the 
AIF Award for Distinguished Leadership. 

The dinner for Senator Moynihan will be held at the 
Pierre in New York on September 23rd. Honorary Chair­
man for the dinner is Charles E. F. Millard and the Chair­
man is D. J. Carey, III. 

The Los Angeles dinner honoring Secretary Clark is 
set for November 14th at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel. 
Chairman for the dinner is Emmett McGaughey and 
Honorary Chairmen are Hon. Peter H. Dailey and Hon. 
John Gavin. 

AIF President John Brogan welcomed all to the events, 
stating, "We are delighted to have the occasion to pay 
tribute to these outstanding leaders, and I know that all 
who attend the dinners will have a wonderful time." 

For information: 
New York: Mira Sheerin, Telephone No. 212/755-1190 
Los Angeles: Lis McMillion, Telephone No. 231/666-3552 
or the Foundation Executive Secretary: Thomas F. Jordan, 
Telephone No. 415/752-3053. 

It will be chaired by Professor William Shannon, AIF Literary 
Award Chairman. In forming the committee, Professor Shan­
non stated that the group would be particularly helpful in select­
ing the Literary Award recipient each year. 

Committee Members are: Poets: Richard Murphy, Thomas Mc­
Carthy, and Seamus Heaney; Writers: Mary Lavin, Benedict 
Kiely, Tim Pat Coogan, and John Broderick; Playwright: Thomas 
Kilroy; Artist: Robert Ballagh. 

American Irish Foundation 
Board of Directors 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
A. B. Vincent 
155 Montgomery Street #404 
San Francisco, California 94104 

PRESIDENT 
John J. Brogan 
120 Clarke Avenue 
Palm Beach, Florida 33480 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Thomas F. O'Neil 
RKO General, Inc. 
New York, New York 10018 

SECRETARY 
Joseph P. Healy 
Deloitte Haskins & Sells 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 
Brian P. Burns 

Burns & Whitehead 
San Francisco, California 

Charles E. F. Millard 
The Coca Cola Bottling Company 

of New York, Inc. 
Greenwich, Connecticut 

William F. Connell 
Ogden Services Corp . 
East Boston, Massachusetts 

Emmett C. McGaughey 
Dailey International Group 
Los Angeles, California 

TREASURER 
Cornelius 0. Ryan 
Kelley &Ryan 
Houston, Texas 

Hon. Padraic MacKernan 
Ambassador of Ireland to the 

United States 
Washington, D.C. 

Denis J. Carey, III 
Prudential Bache Securities, Inc. 

Wallace E. Carroll 
Katy Industries, Inc. 
Elgin, Illinois 

John P. Cosgrove 
Washington, D.C. 

Niall Crowley 
Allied Irish Banks Ltd. 
Dublin, Ireland 

Hon. Walter J. P. Curley, Jr. 
New York, New York 

Hon. Peter H. Dailey 
Enniskerry Financial, Ltd. 
Reno, Nevada 

Michael J. Dargan 
Cement-Roadstone Holdings Ltd. 
Dublin, Ireland 

John P. Driscoll, Jr. 
Nutter, McClennen & Fish 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Hon. John Gavin 
U.S. Ambassador to Mexico 
Mexico City, Mexico 

John F. Heard 
Baker & Botts 
Houston, Texas 

Hon. Robert F. Kane 
Ropers, Majeski, Kohn, Bentley, 

Wagner & Kane 
Redwood City, California 

James King 
Irish Aerospace 
Shannon, Ireland 

Mrs. Maryon Davies Lewis 
San Francisco, California 

T. Kevin Mallen 
Sutro & Company, Inc. 
San Francisco, California 

Edward A. McDermott 
Hogan & Hartson 
Washington, D.C. 

Mrs . Anna McGrath 
Dublin, Ireland 

Hon. John D. J. Moore 
New York, New York 

John A. Mulcahy 
Bronxville, New York 

Joseph E. O'Boyle 
Palm Beach, Florida 

Frank E. Reilly 
Lake Forest, Illinois 

Raymond Reynolds 
Lufkin, Texas 

William M. Roth 
Roth Properties 
San Francisco, California 

Professor William V. Shannon 
Boston University 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Mrs. Michael Smurfit 
The Jefferson Smurfit Co. 
Dublin, Ireland 

Clune J. Walsh, Jr. 
Walsh & Hinckley Co. 
Detroit, Michigan 



1 "The interest shown in the work of The American Irish Foundation by so many prominent friends of Ireland is most 
encouraging; especially heartening is the increase in members of the National Committee, a group which provides 
special support for the Foundation's grant programs." 

Tadhg O'Sullivan 

The National Committee Former Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S. 
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Palm Beach, Florida Camarillo, California 

Mrs. Max Prah 
Palm Beac , Florida 

John F. Donahue Jim R. Lyons Mrs. Marshall R. Ray 
Federated Investors, Inc. Palm Beach, Florida Brownsville, Texas 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania John F. Manfan Frank E. Reilly, Jr. 

John J. Donovan, Jr. Man?an Com6an(o Lake Forest, Illinois 
Oakland, California San rancisco, ali ornia Gerry Ridf 

John P. Dunfey, President Robert E. McCarthy G. M. "dtCorporation 
Dunfey Hotels Corporation McCarthy, Flowers & Roberts Braintree, assachusetts 
Hampton, New Hampshire San Francisco, California J. F. Riordan 

R. Michael Dunne Thomas D. McCJoskey Riordan International Ltd . 
Razook's Inc. McCloske[ & Company, Inc. London, England 
Greenwich, Connecticut Philadelp ia, Pennsylvania Francis C. Rooney, Jr., Chairman 

Walter G. Dunnington, Jr. Lawrence K. McCreery Melville Corporation 
Nabisco Brands, Inc. Orchards town Stud Farm Harrison, New York 
New York, New York County Tipperary, Ireland Carl E. Ryan 

T. J. Dermot Dunphy Ra!Uh T. McElvenny, Jr. Scott, Hulse, Marshall, Feuille, 
Sealed Air CorNoration SR-Industries Fin~er & Thurmond 
Saddle Brook, ew Jersey The Woodlands, Texas El aso, Texas 

Mike Egan Michael McGinn Mr. & Mrs. Richard Segerson 

The Ft. Lauderdale, Florida Washington, D.C. Greenwich, Connecticut 

American Irish 
Mrs. Maeve O'ReillIT Finley J. Frank McGinnis William Shallow 

Chestnut Hill, assachusetts Hillsborough, California Woodstock, Vermont 

Foundation 
Miss Anna E. Finnerty Dr. F. Gilbert McMahon Mrs. F. Ben Shelton 

Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts New Orleans, Louisiana Refugio, Texas 
Dale Fischer, President John P. McMeel, President James Slattery 

Louis J. Boland, President Farwest Steel Corporation Universal Press Syndicate New York, New York 
Boland-Trane Associates Eugene, Oregon Fairway, Kansas John F. Sullivan 
Rockville, Maryland William H . G. Fitzgerald Walter H. Mengden, Sr. Re-Insurance 

David Bossen, President Washington, D.C. Houston, Texas Los Angeles, California 
Measurex Cortfration Leo E. Fitzgibbons Harold M. Messmer, Jr. Mrs. Oakligh L. Thorne 
Cupertino, Ca • ornia Fitzgibbons Brothers Kannapolis, North Carolina Hobe Sound, Florida 

John Bransten Estherhville, Iowa Charles K. Mills Henry Uihlein, II 
MJB Company Thomas J. Flatley Country Wicklow, Ireland Lake Placid, New York 
San Francisco, California Flatley Management Co. Ms. Mab Wilson Moltke Dr. John C. Whelton 

John P. Brogan Braintree, Massachusetts County Dublin, Ireland West Palm Beach, Florida 
B. B. Greenberg Comfuary Jon K. Folan John J. Moriarty Alfred S. Wilsey 
Providence, Rhode Is an Merrill Lynch Naples, Florida San Francisco, California 

John F. Cannon San Francisco, California Thomas Mullarkey James Winoker 
Sullivan & Cromwell Maurice Patrick Foleft Lazard, Freres & Co. B. B. Greenberg Co. 
New York, New York International Rea ty New York, New York Providence, Rhode Island 

Barry J. Carroll Consultants 
Robert J. Mulligan 

International Metal & Bethesda, Maryland 
Woodward & Lothrop DIRECTORS EMERITI 

Machines, Inc. Mrs. Gallagher Freimann Washington, D.C. Hon. Sean Donlon, Secretary 
Des Plaines, Illinois Palm Beach, Florida 

Dr. Franklin D. Murphy Debartment of Foreign Affairs 
Denis Carroll Fred Furth Times Mirror Company Du !in, Ireland 

Bellwood, Illinois Furth, Fahrner, Bluernle, Los Angeles, California Edward A. Gallagher 
Edward Carroll Mason &Wong 

Paul A. Nalty WUI, Inc. 
Flossmoor, Illinois San Francisco, California 

New Orleans, Louisiana New York, New York 
Thomas J. Casey Robert D. L. Gardiner 

Lenahan O'Connell H. Thomas Hallowell, Jr. 
Barrington Hills, Illinois East Hampton, New York 

O'Connell & O'Connell Standard Pressed Steel Co. 
Warren H . Clark James J. Gillin, Jr. Boston, Massachusetts Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Pacific Properties Petroleum Heat & Power 
Richard D. O'Connor Edward B. Hanify 

San Francisco, California Company 
Marschalk Campbell-Ewald Ropes & Gray 

John J. Coyle 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Worldwide Boston, Massachusetts 
Dallas, Texas Charles M. Grace New York, New York Charles Lucey 

John H. Cullinane 
Santa Monica, California 

Charles P. O'Donnell Thurmont, Maryland 
Cullinet Software, Inc. J. Peter Grace Providence, Rhode Island Hon. Tadhg O'Sullivan 
Boston, Massachusetts W. R. Grace Com1cany 

Patrick O'Malley Amabassador of Ireland to 
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New York, New ork 
Canteen Corp . Russia 

San Francisco, California John J. Grady Chicago, Illinois Moscow, U.S .S.R. 
Denis J. Daly, President 

Silver Spring, Maryland 
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'September 13, 1985 

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT 1900-1985 

By John P. Cosgrove, Executive Director 
American Historic & Cultural Society Inc. 

The business successes of J. Willard Marriott were duly 

recorded and repeated in print and on the air at the time of 

his death on August 13. 

Bu~ another story, his love of country and his continued 

efforts to stir a . spirit of patriotism throughout this nation 

should have been told on September 17. On this date Mr. 

Marriott would have been observing his 85th birthday. 

It is significant that John Willard Marriott was born on 

the anniversary of the initial approval of the Constitution of 

his beloved country in 1787. 

Constitution Day and Independence Day were important days 

in his life. One marks the anniversary of his birth, the 

other the birthday of the United States of America. 
} 

This dedicated American, who ceaselessly toiled to preserve 

and advance basic, "old-fas6ioned" patriotism, also perceived 

the merits of the country's progress in opening new frontiers, 

such as the space program. 

Mr. Marriott provided the impetus for the launching of 

the Honor America program which had its origin in the "difficult 

times" of the 1970s when the nation was approaching a dangerous 

state of polarization between the so-called "hard hats" with 

their rigid super-loyalty values, and the hippies, yippies, 

Weathermen, SDS-ers and similar groups shouting epithets of 

revolution from the opposite extreme. 
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Chairman Marriott was the organizing genius in rounding 

up a bipartisan group of nationally known speakers, religious 

leaders, entertainers, musicians, legislators and other notables 

for a massive celebration in Washington. The publication U.S. 

News & World Report noted, "The crowd was estimated at 350,000 

to 400,000, designed to praise the nation and its government -­

rather than to protest its ~olicies." 

After that splendid celebration (some say it marked the 

beginning of the return . to patriotism and a renewed spirit to 

show Ame'r'ica' s colors), Bill Marriott believed the enterprise 

should continue as a bipartisan support for the nation's 

Bicentennial, just six years away. This became another 

distinguished milestone. 

in 1975 1 formal government recognition of the bipartisan 

project was achieved by passage of 'a joint resolution of Congress 

establish±rig the 21 days between Flag Day (June 14) and 

Independence Day (July 4) as a special period in which to pay 

homage to our country. 

In many communities across the land programs were unfurled 

to Honor America, sparked by Chairman Marriott's letters to 

members of Congress, governors and mayors, notes to community 

leaders and veterans organizations. Source material and feature 

articles were distributed to the media from Bill Marriott on the 
Flag Day and 

historical significance of/Independence Day. Films and a stereo 

record album were produced and distributed to schools. 

During the Bicentennial year 1976 the Honor America present-

ation burgeoned into a booming success. (The organization's 
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official name is the American Historic and Cultural Society, 

Inc.) A glittering theatrical presentation entitled "Let Freedom 

Ring Again" with inspirational and patriotic themes was staged 

in the Concert Hall of the Kennedy Center, Washington . 

During the 15 y ~ars of Honor America endeavors, Mr. Marriott ' s 

admiration for the Constitution constantly grew more steadfast. 

This celebrated document's bicentennial will be marked with a 

special observance in 1987. 

"Designed to weather the most turbulent storm," he wrote in 

1984, "the Constitution has been amended and interpreted, but 

never discarded. The document's amendments reflect the growth 

of this nation, and illustrates the ability of a republic to 

correct its inequities without revolution.xx x We Americans 

are fortunate in possessing a remarkable instrument of government , 

and the preservation of its fundamental structure is one of 

our basic responsibilities." 

Bill Marriott never stopped loving his country and the 

opportunities it provided him, born to a struggling sheep farmer 

in the Marriott Settlement, Utah. His heart condition may have 

slowed him, but his heart's desire never faltered in his 

inspired leadership, never losing the touch nor understanding 

of his fellow man. 

Always forward looking, Bill Marriott's last project was to 

' 
focus on the efforts of our Space Program, in particular the men 

and women who participated in the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration missions starting with Alan Shepard's May 5, 1961 

flight, just twenty- five years ago next year. 
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He wanted to mark the quarter century by honoring American 

space missions so that generations to come would be apprised 

of our efforts to circle the earth, walk on the moon, and to 

work and live in space so as to inspire today's youths on to more 

successful adventures to benefit mankind. 

The Spirit of '76 was born again in Bill Marriott. We 

who knew him through the Honor America days were privileged 

to see and appreciate the spiritual and evangelical side of 

a great patriot, a remarkable nephew of our Uncle Sam. END 



MAY 31, 1985 The Captain and crew of Ireland's 
Sail Training Vessel "ASGARD II" visits The White House. 
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