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The Family of Thomas Regan
of Doolis

homas Regan, a labourer, was

married to Margaret Murphy -mom%an =3ﬁﬁaagwmmﬁy

sometime prior to 1817. They had
six children, three boys and three #M’W
girls: Nicholas, born before 1817; CoTppensny

Ellen (b. 1819), John (b. 1821),
Margaret (b. 1823), Elizabeth
(b. 1826) and Michael (b. 1829).

Nicholas, the eldest, accompanied B ‘ﬁwgam:@&fﬁemm i

his youngest brother Michael to .
London, where he was a witness at #M’W
Michael’s marriage to Catherine 4f¢mu¢4feofﬁcﬁﬁam.
Mulcahy in 1852. The marriage Dondonand
certificate mentioned that the of Taintiacen, Hiinois

father, Thomas, was by now
deceased. Both Nicholas and John
later worked for their brother

Michael in Fairhaven, lllinois, and % ﬁ ﬁ n_g:é . % i

apparently never married.

of Feddlon, Iinois
The subsequent history of the three
girls, who presumably remained in
Ireland and married, is unknown at
——

present. ﬁgoﬁnﬁ'ffwaa&‘ﬁugma ﬂ}dmw&on

Presidentof the United Statés of Aanenica

The Irish Ancestry
of President Ronald Reagan

gﬁ;‘&gmm meummﬁmdo:f?f Overleaf: A facsimile of facing pages in the
De DMW,MMWMMW 9, Baptismal Register of Templetenny — later

foﬂoﬁ{afﬁﬁt“muofWﬂ&gmpm&m(ﬁwOfﬁce’ Ballyporeen — Parish for 1829. The

. Baptism of Michael Reagan, President

Reagan family tree, courtesy of the Editor, %ofﬂa. Q R Reagan'’s great-grandfather is recorded in
Ireland Today, Bulletin of the Department Dubfin a9\ %\ lines 3 and 4 on the left-hand page.
of Foreign Affairs, Dublin. _"", s
Colour transparency of facsimile pages: b
Beryl Stone 6 _LY\WLA lQﬂ
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TO:Mike“Peaver/B1TTT—Stttmann

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE
Personal Secretary
to the President

DATE: 3-12-84
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\)& On a biting, blustery Irish Woodrow Wilson Derry), William
N afternoon last December 1| was McKinley (Fermanagh), Grover
chatting in a remote Donegal seaside Cleveland (Down), Chester Alan
pub with Paddy Joe, its affable Arthur (Antrim}, Ulysses Simpson
§ knowledgeable owner, about the Grant (Donegal), James  Buchanan
election of Ronald Reagan to the U.S. (Armagh}), and Andrew Jackson
\ presidency. In the course of our talk, I (Tyrone).
‘Q\Zasuaily commented that a number of ~  After ratting off his dozen

merican politicians were of
( extraction.

"Aye, you mean your presidents’’,
publican Paddy Joe
corrected me.

} Before | could get a word in

edgewise, he was counting off no less

than a dozen U.S. presidents of Irish

origin. Besides, he was naming the

respective Irish counties from which

7 " their ancestors had emigrated to the
* States. .

Paddy Joe's presidential list
included Ronald Reagan (Co.
Tipperary), Jimmy Carter (Antrim),
Gerald Rudolph Ford (Cork), Richard
Milhous Nixon (Kildare), John
Fitzgerald Kennedy (Wexford),

Irish

/132

promptly .

American-Irish presidents, Paddy Joe
explained that the ancestors of five of
the twelve — those of Reagan, Ford,
Nixon, Kennedy ard Grant — had
come from the 2€ counties. Those of
the remaining seven — Carter, Wilson,

McKinley, Cleveland, Arthur,
Buchanan and Jackson — had their
roots in Northern ireland. Northern

freland, “now, as usual, is having
everlasting troubles, but is still cozy
with imperial Great Britain”'.

Then Paddy Joe took a quick
glance around his pub to see if any of
his patrons were listening in on our
conversation. Evidently, some were,
because he leaned across the bar
towards me and in a characteristic

Celtic whisper continued with:

*“0Of the whole dozen of those lrish
presidents of your country that |
mentioned, only John Fitzgerald
Kennedy — God rest his grand soul —
was a Catholic. Mind ye now, I've
absolutely nothing against the eleven
others because they're not of our
Faith. Every one of the eleven, like JFK
himself, is a great credit to his Irish
forefathers”, :

According to Paddy Joe, the
religious preference of the seven U.S.
presidents whose antecedents came
from Northern lreland likely was
Presbyterian. For back in the 1640s,
when Cromwell invaded lreland, he
created the Northern lreland plantation
by offering land to the Presbyterians in
Scotland. They accepted by the
hundreds.

““These Scotch Presbyterians who
settled in Ulster”, said Paddy Joe,
‘*and their descendants down to this
day and very hour, have never been
over-fond of the Pope”’.

T~
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Recently, while in Beifast en route
to the airport, our bus passed through
a devastated area where graffiti read:
“No Pope Here!l”” Underneath it, some
wag had added: *’Lucky Popel”.

The knowing Paddy Joe also
proudly proclaimed that the present
White House, of which the original
was burned by the British in the War of
1812, was redesigned and

. reconstructed by James Hoban, a

Catholic architect from Kilkenny. “The
man was a perfectionist”, Paddy Joe

‘concluded, and ‘'the Reagans will

enter the White House as though it
was just built”.

Perhaps | should have mentioned
that an lIrish American contractor,
John McShain, had made extensive
repairs on the White House in the

- 1840s. But in a remote Donegal pub,

one contradicts its publican at the risk
of his own health, or worse still,
possible bleak banishment from its
premises.

Interestingly, one of the larger
lrish estates which Cromwell
confiscated, he gave to his fellow
warrior, Admiral Sir William Penn, the
father of William Penn, famed founder
of Pennsylvania and a fervent Quaker.
In the 1660s, the younger Penn
managed his father’s estate located in
Cork and was instrumental in
persuading Quakers from England and
elsewhere to settle in Ireland.”

President Nixon's Quaker side, the
Mithouses, were probably among
those who followed Penn to lreland.
While he was still in the White House,
Nixon visited the Milhous family grave
in Timahoe, Co. Kildare. His Timahoe
hosts presented the president with the
gift of an lrish setter. He showed his
delight and appreciation by naming the
setter Timahoe, and taking the dog
back with him to live in the White
House.

Incidentally, just about three miles

offshore in the Atlantc Ocean from
Paddy Joe's pub lies Arranmore Island
where President U.S. Grant's forbears
came from. A lovely, lively, jolly spot.
President Grant’s people left
Arranmore to go to America in 1630.
But any inquiries about them by Yank
tourists are invariably answered by the
locals as though the Grants left just a

- month ago.

Strabane is the home-town of
President Wilson's ancestors. A great
grandfather qf Wilson's was an
apprentice to Strabane’s famed

printer, Belknap, who emigrated to

Philadelphia in Colonial Days and
printed the Declaration of
Independence.

According to Debrett’'s Peerage
Limited, the London-based ancestry
outfit, President Reagan's .great
grandfather, Michael Reagan, was

born in 1829 in Doolis, a tiny hamlet,

now uninhabited, putside the tover

Ballyporeen, Co. Tipperary. Micr.

was baptized in the Catholic Churel-

Ballyporeen, which stil has 1
baptismal records. On those Chu:-
records, Michael's father's ns.
appears as “O'Regan and Reger
During the great Irish famine of the i+
1840s, Michael moved to Lord:
where he married Katherine Mulca:
from Co. Tipperary. In 1858 1
emigrated to America and took u
farming in Hinois.

Like nearly all the lirish, 1
president, according to Debrett's, i
related to one of the many legencar:
ancient Celtic kings. His roya! ancest:
is Brian Boru. Sharthe  ~f- :

et wr LS JOUNGE 1S &
16-foot long lighted sign that bears the
Reagan royal Irish crest and proclaims
“The Ronald Reagan’ in huge green
Gaelic lettering. It fits in perfectly”,
says cousin O’Farrell proudly of his
sign.

After reading of the grand
opening of cousin O’Farrell's Reagan
lounge, Paddy Joe dourly predicted:
“Aye, now that Ron Reagan is in the
White House, he'll soon be discovering
that he has many, many lrish relatives
whom he never knew existed before”.
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Telephone (074} 21036 |

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

FOR HOTELS, SCHOOLS, HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES
AND ALL INDUSTRIAL CLEANING.

* The best and most economic method of on-site cleaning

DEEP STEAM is universally recognised as the fastest, safest and most effective method of CLEANING
CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY ON SITE. Deep stecam is geiiic 1v ihie Tibres and uoes not distort the pile thus pro-
longing the beauty, life and texture of the carpet. Shrinkage is minimised as a powerful vacuum ensures that the:
moisture does not penetrate through the back of the carpet which remains dry and retains its orsiginal resilience.

ANY DISTANCE

2.HOUR DRY Cl EANINA crmna-

RY CLEANERS
65 Lr. Main St., LETTERKENNY
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Dondonand,
of Taiatiacen, Hiinois
,
Bhnteagon =TFennicClsict
of Feddton, inois
—
Fofn ! Reagan —RellicTilitoon

of Tampico, Winoie

Presidlontof the Unitad tetdo of Aamenicas

The Irish Ancestry
of President Ronald Reagan

Dcm &Wﬁu&m wecornded m%famc 9,
folio46] of tae semties of Rugioténed Pedigrecs prescanedin thio Office:
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Overleaf A facsimile of facing pages in the
Baptismal Register of Templetenny — later
Ballyporeen — Parish for 1829 The
Baptism of Michael Reagan. President
Reagan’s great-grandfather is recorded in




The Family of Thomas Regan
of Doolis

homas Regan, a labourer, was

married to Margaret Murphy
sometime prior to 1817. They had
six children, three boys and three
girls: Nicholas, born before 1817;
Ellen (b. 1819), John (b. 1821),
Margaret (b. 1823), Elizabeth
(b. 1826) and Michael (b. 1829).

Nicholas, the eldest, accompanied
his youngest brother Michael to
London, where he was a witness at
Michael’s marriage to Catherine
Mulcahy in 1852. The marriage
certificate mentioned that the
father, Thomas, was by now
deceased. Both Nicholas and john
later worked for their brother
Michael in Fairhaven, tllinois, and
apparently never married.

The subsequent history of the three
girls, who presumably remained in
ireland and married, is unknown at
present.

Reagan family tree, courtesy of the Editor,



Birth and
Yaterford & Parish of. Ballyporeen. Baptlsmal

Diocese of...iismore. ............ Parish of.. . Baliyporzsen. ..

L]
On examination of the Register of Baptisms of above Parish | certify Cer tlﬁcate

that according to it......... Michael Regan . ... vreeerenanns vveees
was born on.... ......day Ofeueeeeeeiiiinnneenn, e vreerrens , and was
baptised according to the Rites of the Catholic Church on..3..I.“.1...day
of...5ertenber,. 1829.....In the Church of...the, Assumption,
..pallyporeen, . by the Rev../2Itin Redmond, C.C.
Parents.............ka0mas, Regan (Doolis), . ... R
................... HATZETSE MUTBNY e
SPONSOrS.....ce s 11320 REBAN vreees
............ eoreen SAERATING MALSH Lttt ineeeraneens
Confirmed....."2..7SS0™ ....... Married....N2. 5809 o,

——

Signed...... ’)z”r ...........................................

VERITAS CO LTD. DUBLIN







ON MARCH 17, the more than 42 million Americans who can
claim roots in ireland’s past, along with those who wish they
could, will gather to celebrate the Wearing of the Green and
their ties to the Olde Sod. Among the many fascinated by the
details of their own family history is the president's son.

By RON REAGAN

WHEN 1 WAS eight or
nine, my father told me
that the name Reagan
was Irish and this, among
other things, was what we
were.

Very slowly, and only
as | grew older, did | be-
come interested in my fa-
mily’s history.

My curiosity quickened
when Debrett's, the gen-
ealogical tracing organi-
zation in England, pro-
vided my father with the

ternal side of his fami-
y tree. Here at last were
names attached to real
people, confirmed dates
of lifetimes and, frustrat-
ing at the time, actual
places to visit. Naturally
when the opportunity fin-

ally arose to travel to Lre- |

land, 1

r.
“ﬁe story | unearthed
is bnef but intriguing.

{ in the 1800’8 in &
small township ealled
Doolis, three miles west
of the slightly larger Bal-
lyporeen in County Tip-
perary, 8 young man
named Thomas Renn

was more than

L T -

«

-~

Ron Reagan traces
presidential family tree

Thomas Regan
of the of the townland of Doolis, parish of
Ballyporeen, Co. Tipperary, ireland, ls-
bourer. Duceased by 1852.

Margaret Mur

' v Y Ww

onubelonlfhy

married a
Margaret Murphy.
Between 1816 and 1829
they had six children. The
youngest, a son, they
named Michael. In the
late 40's or early 50’s, at
the height of the potato
famine, Michsel left for

pperary

girl, Catherine Muleahy.
Gathering up their fa-
mly including second
jolm, they moved to
Amenu in 1858, reaching
Illinois via the St. Law-
rence River and Canada.
John, married to Jennie
Cusick, died young in &
farming accident but not
before fathering one
daughter and two sons.
John and Jennie's youn-
gest son was John Ed-
ward. He remained in II-
linois, became a shoe
salesman and married
Nellie Wilson. Their
‘gungut son, my father
rn in 1911, was named .

S
plore the nnings o
record,

this

my wife Doria and I flew
over Ireland's western
coast.

Our first ltopwumth
Tom Lindert, who re-
searched the Irish bough
of my family tree for De-
brett's.

Well-lept records
(birth and death certifi-

cates, marriage
ete) in Illinois leave a
clear paper trail leading
from my father to his
father, his grandfather
and eventually to Michael

U.S. census data and an
Illinois death eemﬁmu

indicate my -great-
grandfather lchael was
born in Ireland, had three
children in England,

Insh roots? See
Travel, page 36.

a
age 8, reared by his aunt. D. 194).

Nicholas Regan h!na John Regan Margaret Elizabeth Mn:hae} Regan Catherine, dau. of
sometimes of London, o[p irh. sometime of Puairick Muicahy of Co. Tipperary,
e o agoran o e SRS 1019 S il Bt 78011429 g et 08 et mshen. Lo, e | UKL M0 DT
in or before 1817 in Ireland, unmamedm 152] ¢ Ballyporeen. v w mm farmer. Bapt. 3 Sept 1829 a1
1860. nmarried Ball 185241 8. Geaye‘l Roman Catho-

U in 1880. ypareen. D. after 1880 in Fairhaven. lic Church, Southward, London.
Thomas Reagan : n Reagan ennie, dau. of Margaret, wife of William Mary
of Fairhaven, Wlinocis. B. 15 of MM I Patrick Ovson G. Balkdwin of Reagan B. 1864-5in
May 1852 st Peckham. Bapt. vator worker. B. 29 May Cusick of lreland and Bennett, owa, dry B.1858-9 in Fairhaven, }linois.
16 1854 Javer of Fubion. 8. goods merchant. B. Fairhaven, Qlinois.
May 1852 a1 St. George‘s at Peckham. Bapt 4 june 1855-6 in Canada. M. April 1856 in Dissbled.
Chursch, London. 1854 st Si. George's, South- 1878 in Fulton. land.
ward. D. 1889 in Fulton. reared orphan nephew
john Edward Reagan.
Catherine William Reagan John Edward Reagan Nellie Wilson
B. fuly 1879 B. 1881 &t .of Tampico, Illinois, saleaman. B July 1883 in Mlinois to Scottish born
at Fulton, llinois Fuiton, IHlinois. B. July 1883 st Fulion, orphaned Sather

Neil Reagan
sometime of Los Angeles.
Advertising executive.
B. 1909

M. no issve.
4

O RiacaiN
quam oive Reggon.
of

Tetand and IMtinoie

arents Thomas and

argaret.

The Tithe Applotment,
compiled between 1824
and 1830, and Griffith's

came to America in 1858
and had two more chil-
. dren.

From there, the re-

4 y surveyed. Re-
search jumps the Atlan- cords nndemken. often

tic. Michael’s age and Valuation of the 1830's

county of birth, Tipper- a0d 1840 both hoc-— - P*TE Tuies PR 0
ary,turnupin an English Dublin’s Nation: survive,

oral .:I ish G::Il; b:ary. are th:l mu’

Regut.nhon reco! plete records o ths of painstaki
tell us he married Cather- paying rch may hn%
ine Muleahy, seven years holders from up further clues —
his senior, on October 31, era. The former reveals “nfonun‘wly’ this time
1852, in 8t. George's mu Catholic parishes in  we must ourselves

t.hoheCImrch. London.  Tipperary containing Re-  with a trip to the home-
ceremony qu bat only one, in Bal-  |and, Ballyporeen, and s

wok &' five and a half yporeen, lists & Michael |00k at the Pather Con-

after thedelivery born st the right time. don’s baptismal record.

of their first son. Baptismal records in  The book is remarkably
At this point, names the trust of the parish well preserved. What
become important. It is curate, Father Eanna were onece loose leaves
Irish tradition to name Condon, show him chris- were bound in leather
thefirstson anddaughter tened on September 3, around 1890 by a resident
after their paternal 1829, by parents — you The pages are yel-

gu it — Thomas and
Margaret. His brothers
.and sisters are listed as
well, excepting eldest

grandparents. Michael

and Catherine named

',lunn Thomas and Mar-
13 Thenfore, when *

ow, the ink faded, but
Father Martin Red-
mond’s Latin seript still
reaches us from 1829 —

trail crossed thechan- brother Nicholas, who  “Mjichael filium mas
mol into Ireland and was baptized before the - Rejyan et h";ogrqt'
dropped into Tom Lin- records were started in  Murphy de Doo! :
dert’s be knew what 1817 i Holding this book. 1am
to look for: Michael Re- Can my family be as close as | will come to
gan, born 1829 or 1830 in  traced further back? Lin-  touching the lives of my

County Tippperary of dert is skeptical. In the [Irish ancestors.

Ronald Re:

The young
Neil in a 1913 family photo taken in Tampico, fi. Reagan passed
- along his respect of his Irish heritage to his md\udn:..

-With Father Condon as
md e todr.the coun-
trysi Ballypor-
-eol. W slow down neara
field sindistinguishable
{rom its neighbors except
by alarge tree in the near
corner.

Here, Father Condon
explains, a thatched-roof

Ronald Reagan
President of lhe United States of America
911

snd an English born mother. Protestant. M8
Nov. 1904 at the Roman Catholic Church of
the Immaculate Conception, Fulton.

n,thbwﬁ.wlﬁmpannhlndbroM

church once stood. It

burned down in the 1820’s _p! mgon

spreadi tree was a'sa-

but in its hme, Thomas over)

Regan's time, it served
the surrounding com-
munities. Almost cer-
tainly this was where
Thomas married Mar-
garet. Judging by its size,
the magni(icently

the greatest faseination.

ﬁm.. a-':.m
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Doolis: the pre-famine ordnaice survey map showing 12 houses in

the townland. But, according to the parish records, there were 38
families there at that time .

How the root-finders

‘By LIAM MOHER

BALLYPOREEN did not claim
Ronald Reagan — he was thrust
upon it.

The story of the three strangers who
walked into O'Farrell's bar on 'the

‘morning of Saturday, November 8, has

now been reported across the English-
speaking world.

One of them was Hugh Peskett, the
chief genealogist of Debrett Ancestry
Research in London. - o

The presidential root-finders had
reached the end of the line, but for Bally-

_poreen it was the start of something akin

to a rebjrth. “Suddenly,” says John
O'Farrell, “we were on the world map.”

Being from Ballyporeen no longer
involves 4 somewhat defensive explana-
tion of where you came from, or of how to
get there.

But how did the genealogists get there?
Thé route is given by Debrett in a
memorandum entitled “The Search for
Ronald Reagan’s Roots”: :

* (A) In Amerlca .

1 Research began with modern records
in Illinois courthouses and National
Archives, Washington. According to
The Current Biography Yearbook,
1967, Ronald Reagan was born on
February 6, 1911 at Tampico, Whité-
side Co., Illinoi§ (120 miles west of
Chicago). Elder brother J. "Neil

Reagan, soh of John Edward and.

Nellie (Wilson) Reagan, the father a

first generation Irish Catholic, the
mother an English / Scottish back-
ground Protestant.

Research shows that they married on
November 8, 1904, at the Catholic
church of the Immaculate Conception,
Fulton, Ill. The father was a well-

N

- knoewn’' alcoholic and the mother,

brought up the children as strict

Protestants, despite the Catholic

marriage (see Ronald Reagan's 1965

autobiography). :

3 U.S. Census 1900 records:

(a) John Regan (sic), Ronald’s father,
born July, 1883 in lilinois, father
born in England, dry goods sales-

'\_,é'-"g G
DEBRETT'S PEERAGE LIMITED

Debrett Ancestry Research

man, live with his aunt Margaret
(Reagan) Baldwin, wife of dry
goods merchant Orson G. Baldwin
in Bennett, Iowa, she being listed
as born April 1856 in England.
Both parents born in Ireland,
Iimmigrated 1858, .

(b) Nellie Wilson in Fulton, Ill, born
July 1883, the youngest of seven.
children of English-born Mary
Wilson, widow of a man born in
Scotland..

4 To cut a long story short, the U.S. trail

leads back, using entirely conventiona}
vital records, census, to the earliest
record of the family in Americd. Thisis

the U.S. Census 1860 listing the house- Catholic Cathedral in Southwark,
hold in Carroll County (north-west South London. Both gave their
Nlinois). Michael Reagan was a. address as Bexley Street in Peckham
farmer, owning real estate worth the (wfxere there was an Irish
then significant figure of $1,120. His community). Witnesses 'included

marriage on May 15 and baptised on

May 16, 1852, and their son John

(Ronald Reagan's grandfather), born

on May 29 and baprised on June 4,
- 1854,

7 The English census of March 30, 1851,
listed hoth Michael Reagan and
Catherine Mulcahy as aged 21 and 28
respectively, and both born in Co.

». _Tipperary, Ireland.
(C) In Ireland

8 We were able to begin research in
Ireland with the following briefing:
(a) We were seeki ichael R

born in Co. Tipperary ca. 1829/30.

wife was Catherine (maiden name Nicholas Regan (sic). Michael could
certificates) and they had children: . “Reagan’; neither Catherine nor
Thomas (age 7), John (age 5), Nicholas could write and the priest
Margaret (age 3). all three born in entered Nicholas's name as “Regan”
in Illinois (there was also a later registers of that church recorded their
daughter, Mary, born in 1865, not son Thomas born before their
-listed here). Michasl and his wife were . .
aged 25 and 30, and both born in @M
Ireland. As well, they had living with I
them, Nicholas Reagan (age 35) and

. both labourers bora in Ireland (it later , 8
emerged that this was literate Debrett Am,‘es[ry Research
Michael, the farmer, employing his

5 We knew the familyhad immigrated in
1858, and the most yrobaple route was
via Montreal and tie Great Lakes, as .
Britist empire, immgration was easfér
by that route.

@) In E?ghnd
knew that the Reagans had had three
children born thee. The marriage*
record was found & Michael Reagan
and Catherine Mulahy (daughter of
Patrick, a labourr), married on’

October 31, 1852 at St. George's

_Mulcahy, learnt froth later death sign his name, and he signed
England, and William (age 1) and born (the more usual spelling). The baptism
listed (ages very approximate only) as
John P. Reagan (age 30) who were o DEBRETT'S PEERAGE LIMITED .
illiterate elder brotiers as 1abourers).
then, Canada beinglike Ireland in the

8 English research @me next as we
(son of Thomas, a deceased labourer)

k] ! r

' (b) Knowing he named his eldest son

Thomas and his eldest daughter
Margaret, by old Irish custom we
would expéct him to be a son of
Thomas ahd Margaret
custom being to. name ‘the eldest
son and daughtet of a marriage
after the husband’s parents).

(c) This was corroborated by the

. marriage record in England,

naming Michael's father as.

. Thomas.
(d) We would. suspect that he had
elder brothers John and Nicholas.

‘9 (a) There are in the Public Records

Offire, Dublin, lists of house-
holders (for tax purposes) of the
periad 1825-1830. Searching this
for the entire county of Tipperary,
this produced a lst of places where
Reagan / Regan / O'Regan house-
holders were living at the period
when Michael and his brothers
were born. -

(b) The next task was to relate these
places to Roman Catholic parishes

(since the ‘records sought are.

parish registers). This produced a

list of 15 Catholic parishes where -
R IR R

were
then living; also, for certainty,

(the.

adjoining parishes were searched .

as well, making a total of 27
parishes. .

‘)
10 Irish Cathalic registers are available

(subject to restrictions) on microfilm
in the National Library of Ireland,
Dublin. The search of these registers

was a total of some 29 hours work. The

11

reached Ballyporeen

essential point to report was that in
the entire county of Tipperary there
was only one Michael Reagan / Regan/
O'Regan born in about 1829/30, and'
this was corroborated with certainty
by the fact that his parents were
Thomas and Margaret and he had an
elder brother, John. In the registers of
the Catholic parish of Ballyporeen,
there are recorded as the children of
Thomas and Margaret (Murphy)
O’Regan of Doolis, a townland in the

parish:

July 5, 1819 Elena
June 24, 1821 John
October 29, 1823 Margaret
September 13, 1826  Elizabeth

September 3, 1829 MICHAEL
There are no registers earlier than
1817, so no record of either the eldest
brother, Nicholas, nor of the parents’
marriage.

It is clear, however, that since Thomas
O’Regan’s eldest child was born before
1817, then Thomas was born before
1800.

Surnames and Spelling:

The spelling Reagan is generally
unknown in modern Ireland, and such
a spelling appears in no Irish tele-
phone directory. The local version is
Regan (or O'Regan, the “O” prefix
being often dropped) and pronounced
“Reegan.” Since literacy in this family
was marginal, spelling variants are to
be expected: ““Reagan” was how
Michael spelled his name in London in

1852.
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The Link with Ballyporeen

The {rish ancestry of Ronald
Reagan, President of the United
States of America, and of his
brother Neil was established by
researchers from Debrett's Peerage
Ltd., England. Using standard
methods of research, they traced
the Reagan roots back to his great-
great-grandfather, one Thomas
Regan, of Doolis, Ballyporeen, Co.
Tipperary.

Most people have little trouble in
tracing their ancestry to their
grandparents. Either they know
them personally in which case
there is no problem, or if they are
dead older relatives will remember
them. Ronald Reagan’s grandfather
was called john Reagan; he died in
Fulton, tllinois, in 1889. Using
available written records, among
them the American census of 1860,
it was possible to trace John
Reagan’s parents’ marriage to
England in 1852 and to find the .
record of his own birth in London
on 4th june 1854.

John Reagan was the son of
Michael Reagan, who had married
Catherine Mulcahy on 31st
October 1852 in Southwark, South
London. The English census of 30th
March 1851 listed Michael Reagan
as being aged 21 and a native of
Co. Tipperary, Ireland.

Further research in Ireland revealed
that he had been born in Doolis,
Ballyporeen, Co. Tipperary, and
was baptised in the Roman '
Catholic church at Ballyporeen on
3rd September 1829. He was the
youngest son of Thomas Regan
and Margaret Murphy, of Doolis.
The records went back no further.

Thé link with Ballyporeen was
officially recognised on St. Patrick s

i -~ e

The White House, Washington, D.C.
The Parish Records of
Ballyporeen -

parish is a district within a
diocese, under the care of a

pastor. The parish of Ballyporeen is

part of the Diocese of Waterford
and Lismore, and forms the north-
westertt boundary of the ancient
Irish kingdom of the Déise
(pronounced day-sha).

Roman Catholic parishes always
keep records of Baptisms and
Marriages; sometimes records of
other church events are also kept.
Few parish records in ireland go
back before 1800. For much of the
18th century, the Roman Catholic
Church in lreland was oppressed
by Penal Laws, and persecuted
Churches tend not to keep records.
The laws were eventually relaxed
and were finally repealed in 1829.

The Registers of Ballyporeen Parish
for Baptisms and Marriages begin
in 1817. At that time the parish was
known as Templetenny, the name
changing to Ballyporeen towards
the end of the last century.
Accordingly, the Baptismal
Register for 1829 is in fact the
Templetenny Baptismal Register,
‘the first volume covering
1817-1872.

. The Presidential Seal.

Explanation of Text

oman Catholic parishes have

traditionally kept their official
records in Latin. Thus, in old
registers words like ‘Baptism’, ‘son
of’, and first names appear in
Latin; surnames and place-names
are in English. In an apparent effort
to use paper sparingly, Latin
abbreviations were commonly used
e.g. ‘'Ss’ for the Latin word
‘Suscipientibus” meaning those
who take on the duty of godparent
The entries were always made by
priests, writing with quill pens; the
ink was a mixture of black powder
and water. Different mixes of ink
had different lasting properties, so
on a particular page in an old
register the entries for a few days
may be crystal clear, followed by |
‘badly faded ones. J
We are concerned with lines 3 and
4 at the top of the left-hand page.
(The first ‘3" with the symbol over
it, is at present unexplained).
It reads as follows, in Latin, with

the abbreviated words enclosed inrJ

3 Blaptizavi} Michael fi(lijum Thomae Re(

et Margaritae Murphy de Doolis
S{uscipientibu)s Gulielmus Regan et Cat

in English, that would read:

On the 3rd | Baptised: Michael, son of T
and Margaret Murphy of Doolis;
Codparents: William Regan and Catha

*The “M+R" was the signature of
the Priest who performed the
ceremony of Baptism. On some
entries he signed his full name,
Martin Redmond; if there was les
room he signed as M. Redmond;
there was little or no room, he
used M+ R, (See the end of the
for his full signature “Martinus



M+R.

Official Seal of Ballyporeen Parish.

Reagan — Regan — O'Regan

In 1829 the people of the Parish of
Templetenny were basically
speakers of the Irish language,
sometimes known as Gaelic. In
that language, most surnames have
an “Q” prefix. Some names retain
the “O” in English, some do not —
irish people themselves are not
very consistent on this matter to
the present day. For example, five
of the six children of Thomas
Regan and Margaret Murphy of
Doolis, are listed in the
Templetenny Baptismal Register. In
three of the entries the father is
called “Regan”, in the other two
“O’'Regan”. :

There was a tendency at the time
to speli phonetically — to spell a
word the same way as it sounds.
(Americans tend to spell

phonetically, so “colour” in English

usage, becomes “color” in
American).

The Gaelic form of Regan is

“O Riagéin” (pronounced O'Ree-
gawn); it was sometimes spelled as
“QO Réagain” (O’'Ray-gawn). It is
therefore a natural development to
find Irish-speaking Michael Regan
spelling his surname as “Reagan” in
the marriage register at Southwark,
London; subsequently he and his
descendants retained the Reagan

spelling.

To show that the spellings were
interchangeable in the usage of the
time, the same people are
sometimes named in the
Templetenny Baptismal Register as
“Regan” and at other times

““Reagan”, and these entries were

made by highly educated priests.

Church of the Assumption, Ballyporeen.
The Townland of Doolis

D oolis 1s a townland of 229
acres, situated about three
miles west of the village of -
Ballyporeen. A “townland” in
ireland is a small territorial unit,
useful for identifying the location
of a place in agricuitural land. The
name Doolis is a corruption of the
Gaelic “Dubhlios” (pronounced
Dhuv-liss), meaning “dark fairy-
fort”. The townland of Doolis is
now uninhabited farmland.

In the 1830s, before the great
Famine of the next decade, Doolis
had many families; in 1847 it had a
population of 129 people. The
houses of poor labourers like
Thomas Regan would have been
constructed of mud and wattles.
When they were later abandoned,
the rain would simply have washed
them back into the soil. No trace
would remain.

Templetenny Graveyard

: T he graveyard surrounding the

ruined church of Templetenny
is presumed to be the burial
ground of the Regan family of
Doolis. 1t would be quite
extraordinary if it were not since
Doolis is less than half-a-mile away
from the cemetery. None of the
existing tombstones seems to have
been erected by the Regan family,
which may be for either of two
reasons. A poor family, which they
were, may not have had a
tombstone at all; or else, since the
family left the area for America, an
untended tombstone may
gradually have sunk beneath the
surface, as many others have done.

An annual Mass is celebrated in
the gravevard for the repose of the

The Ruined Church of
Templetenny

empletenny, “the Church of the

Marsh”, contains the ruins of an
old church building and a
graveyard. The precise age of the
church is unknown, but it clearly
goes back several centuries since it
had fallen into disuse by the mid-
1700s.

The modern-day Church of the
Assumption in Ballyporeen village
was built in 1828. Michael Regan
would have been among the first
to be baptised there a year later,
and the family of Thomas Regan
would have walked to Mass there
from Doolis every Sunday. The
church today serves a parish
population of about 1,400; in the
1840s the parishioners numbered
over 5,000.

Before 1828, the people
worshipped in a small thatch-.
roofed church in Carrigvisteal,
about half-a-mile north of
Ballyporeen. Before that again,
there wasan era when they would
not have been atlowed to have any
church, during which time
Templetenny Church fell into
ruins.

in earlier times, the church in
Templetenny was the centre of
worship for the district, probably~
for centuries, and the dead of the
area were buried there. It is sacred
ground. -
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The Family of Thomas Regan
of Doolis

homas Regan, a labourer, was

married to Margaret Murphy .
sometime prior to 1817. They had
six children, three boys and three
girls: Nicholas, born before 1817;
Ellen (b. 1819), John (b. 1821),
Margaret (b. 1823), Elizabeth
(b. 1826) and Michael (b. 1829).

Nicholas, the eldest, accompanied
his youngest brother Michael to
London, where he was a witness at
Michael’s marriage to Catherine
Mulcahy in 1852. The marriage
certificate mentioned-that the
father, Thomnas, was by now
deceased. Both Nicholas and John
later worked for their brother
Michael in Fairhaven, lilinois, and
apparently never married.

The subseguent history of the three
girls, who presumably remained in
Ireland and married, is unknown at
present.






“In the 1660s,

, Recently, while in Belfest en route
to the airport, our bus passed through
a devastated area where graffiti read:
’No Pope Herel"” Underneath it, some
wag had added: “"Lucky Popel”.

The knowing Paddy Joe also

proudly proclaimed that the présent

White House, of which the original
was burned by the British in the War of
1812, was redesigned and

. reconstructed by James Hoban, a

Catholic architect from Kilkenny. “The

“man was a perfectionist”, Paddy Joe
“concluded,

and ‘‘the Reagans will
enter the White House as though it
was just built”.

Perhaps 1 should have mentioned
that an lIrish American contractor,
John McShain, had made extensive
repairs on the White House in the

* 1840s. But in a remote Donegal pub,

one contradicts its publican at the risk
of 'his own health, or worse still,
possible bleak banishment from its

premises.
Interestingly, one of the larger
{rish estates which Cromwell

confiscated, he gave to his fellow

. warrior, Admira! Sir William Penn, the

father of William Penn, famed founder
of Pennsylvania and a fervent Quaker.
the vyounger Penn
managed his father's estate located in
Cork and was instrumental in
persuading Quakers from England and
elsewhere to settlein lreland.”

 grandfather,

President Nixon's Quaker side, the
Milhouses, were probably among
those who {ollowed Penn to Ireland.
While he was still in the White House,
Nixon visited the Mithous family grave
in Timahoe, Co. Kildare. His Timahoe
hosts presented the president with the
gift of an lrish setter. He showed his
delight and appreciation by naming the

-setter Timahoe, and teking the dog

back with him to live in the White
House. .

offshore in the Atlantic Ocean from
Paddy Joe’'s pub lies Arranmore Island
where President U.S. Grant's forbears
came from. A lovely, lively, jolly spot.
President Grant's people left
Arrarimore to go to America in 1630.
But any inquiries about them by Yank
tourists are invariably answered by the
locals as though the Grants left just a
month ago.

Strabane is the home-town of
President Wilson's ancestors. A great
grandizther ¢f Wilson's- was an
apprentice to Strabane’s famed

printer, Belknap, who emigrated to’

Philadelphia in Colonial Days and
printed the Declaration of
Independence.

According to Debrett’'s Peerage
Limited, the lLondon-based ancestry
outfit, . President Reagan's _.great
Michael - Reagan, was
born in 1829 in Doolis, a tiny hamlet,

Incidentally, just about three miles

now uninhabited, putside the towi
Ballyporeen, Co. Tipperary. Mt
was baptized in the Catholic Chure
Ballyporeen, which stili has
baptismal records. On those Chu
records, Michael's f{ather's nz
appears as "“O'Regan and Regz
During the great Irish famine of the !
1840s, Michael moved to Llor
where he married Katherine Mulce
from Co. Tipperary. In 1858 1
emigrated to America and took
farming in iliinois.

Like nearly all the Irish, :
president, according to Debieit's,
related to one of the marty legencea
ancient Celtic kings. His royal ances:
is Brian Boru. Shortly after 1
presidential election, John O'Farrell,
longtime publican in Ballyporeer
named a lounge after his cousin, th
new president of the United States.

Above the door of the lounge is
16-foot long lighted sign that bears tt:
Reagan royal lrish crest and proclain:
*The Ronald Reagan” in huge gree
Gaelic lettering. It fits in perfectly’
says cousin O'Farrell proudly of hw
sign.

After reading of the grang
opening of cousin O'Farrell’'s Reagan
lounge, Paddy Joe dourly predictec:
"“Aye, now that Ron Reagan is in the

White House, he'll soon be discovering

that he has many, many lrish relatives
whom he never knew existed before”.

COUNTY L

Telephone (074) 21036

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

FOR HOTELS, SCHOOLS, HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES
AND ALL INDUSTRIAL CLEANING.

* The best and most economic method of on-site cleaning

ANY DISTANCE

§ . P EANT IS PANTNNS /Y P R = o -

JRY CLEANERS
65 Lr. Main St., LETTERKENNY

DEEP STEAM is universally recognised as the fastest, safest and most effective method of CLEANING
CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY ON SITE. Deep steam is geniic 1w the Tibies and does not distort the pile thus pro-
longing the beauty, life and texture of the carpet. Shrinkage is minimised as a powerful vacuum ensures that the:
moisture does not penetrate through the back of the carpet which remains dry and retains its original resilience.
























































